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.XLIOUST,     ISSO. 


REV.   DR.    ROr.BlNS  OS  THE  WESTERN'   RESERVE. 


Rev.  'I'homas  RoniiiNS,  D.  D.,  was 
one  of  those  able,  learned  and  godly 
ministers  ot  the  Gospel,  who  form  such 
aconspiciuus  feature  of  the  old  New  Eng- 
land life.  His  diary,*  filling  two  octavo 
volumes  of  more  than  a  thousand  pages 
each,  is  cTne  of  those  so4id,  dull,  weari- 
some chronicle,5  that,  at  first  sight, 
cause  the  reader  to  cry  out,  "  Why 
waste  all  this  jjood  composition,  press- 
work  and  paper  on  printing  some  tens 
of  thousands  of  entries,  the  vast  majority 
of  which  liave  no  human  interest  what- 
ever?" Who,  for  exaiwpie,  is  con- 
cerned to  know  thatFebruary  29,  iSoo, 
the  ground  was  frozen  very  hard,  or 
that  on  a  certain  day  Dr.  Robbins  had  his 
hair  cut.  Iia\ing  worn  it  '•  tyde  about 
twelve  years,"  or  that  he  began  a 
sermon  on  Gal:  III.  24,  at  a  certain 
time?  Ihit.  as  the  reader  notes  that 
the  work  is  printed  for  Dr.  Robbins' 
nephew,  ;hi(1  so  is  a  work  of  family 
piety,  his  sc\erity  begins  somewhat   to 

»  "  Diary  .,f  Thomas  Robbins,  IJ.  D.,  1706- 
1S54."  rrinted  fur  his  nephew.  Owned  by  the 
Connecticut  Historical  Society.  In  two  vol- 
umes. K<litcil  anil  annotated  by  Incrca.se  N. 
Tarbo.x.      lio?t..n.  1SS6. 


re!a.\.  Moreover,  as  he  turns  over  the 
two  thousand  p.^ges  he  begins  to  have  a 
certain  respect  for  a  mind  that,  for  fifty- 
eight  years,  had  the  patience  to  set 
down  this  infinitude  of  detail  ;  and  so 
comes  to  listen  with  resignation,  if  not 
with  interest, to  Dr. Tarbox,againstwhoin 
he  has  also  been  very  much  inflamed  for 
writing  some  thousands  of  annotations 
most  of  which  are  as  dull  and  unim- 
portant as  the  texts  themselves,  as  he 
says  in  the  introiJuction  :  "  It  would  be 
in  vain  for  us  to  attempt  to  point  out 
all  the  uses  for  which  such  a  work  as 
Dr.  Robbins  has  here  left  as  may  be 
employed;"  illustrating  the  observation 
by  reference  to  themeteorologistand  the 
student  of  former  political  prejudices  and 
of  oldcustomsand  habits.  And,  finally, 
when  the  Western  Reserve  reader 
learns  that  Dr.  Robbins  spent  nearly 
three  years  on  the  Reserve  in  the 
beginning  of  the  century,  as  an  active 
missionary,  and  sees  that  one  hundred 
andseventyofhiscircumstantial  pages  are 
filled  v.-ith  his  observations  and  doings  in 
that  time,  he  stil!  more  relents,  and  soon 
begins  to  cultivate  a  certain  gratitude  to- 
wards all  those  who  have  had  anything 


TrF.sTF.A'.v  /r/sroKv. 


to  cK)  with  the  \ohiniinous  diai>  .  The 
diary  is,  in  fact,  a  cuntriluuion  .jf  %aliie 
to  the  hisrory  of  the  Resen-e:  not  coii- 
t:\iiiing  anything  new  in  kind,  perhaps, 
butmnch  that  is  new  in  quantity, set  down 
with  such  careful  detail  that,  we  venture, 
interesting  facts  relating  to  well-known 
communities  are  here  recorded,  that  can 
be  found  nowhere  else.  We  propose  to 
present  some  of  the  facts  showing  what 
was  tlic  state  of  morals  and  religion  that 
Dr.  Robbins  found  here  in  1S03-1S06. 
First,  however,  we  shall  gratify  the 
reader's  curiosity  by  giving  a  fuller  ac- 
count of  the  Doctor  himself. 

Thomas  Robbins  was  born  of  a  good 
old  ancestry  in  Norfolk.  Connecticut,  in 
1777.  He  entered  college  at  fiftttn. 
He  studied  both  at  Vale  and  at  Wil- 
iiaais,  and  graduated  from  both  th(_)se 
colleges  in  1796.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  in  179S.  He  supplied  various 
.\ew  I-:ngJand  pulpits  the  three  or  four 
years  following  :  tauyht  an  acadeni)-  at 
Danhur3 ,,  Connecticut,  and  mad.;  two 
long  missionary  tours  on  horseback  : 
one  among  the  new  settlements  of 
Vermont,  and  one  among  those  of 
Western  New  York.  In  .Ma).  iSoj.he 
was  ordained  as  a  missionary  to  the 
Western  Reserve,  in  the  ser^'ice  of  the 
Connecticut  Missionary  Society.  He  re- 
turned to  New  f>iglan(!  in  r,^o6  so 
Ijrokrn  in  health  by  his  arduous  scr\  ice 
that  a  )ear  and  more  elapsed  before  he 
could  resume  regtdar  ministerial  work. 
Beyond  that  point  we  need  not  follow 
him,  except  to  say  that  the  last  years  of 
his  life  he  was  the  librarian  of  the  Con- 
necticut Historical  Societv.      The  diarx" 


covers  the  long  periotl  exteniliiig  from 
his  graduation  to  his  death. 

Dr.  Robbins.  like  nearly  all  his  class, 
was  a  tnan  of  decided  views  and  posi- 
tive character.  Religiously,  he  was  a 
thorough  belieN-erin  ■'  strong  doctrine." 
He  habitually  calls  Episcopalians, 
Methodists,  and  other  religionists,  with 
whom  he  does  not  agree,  "  Sectaries." 
He  shared  to  the  full  that  keen  interest 
in  politics  which  was  so  characteristic 
of  the  old  Congregational  clergy,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  wa.s  a  barrier  to  the 
progress  of  Congregationalism.  He 
was  a  Federalist,  of  course.  Such 
entries  as  those  that  follow,  illustrate 
at  once  his  character  and  the  strength 
of  political  prejudice  in  the  good  old 
times,  and  also  gi\-e  piquancy  to  the 
monotonous  dullness  of   the  diary. 

July  4,  iSoo:  ■■  In  the  morning  we 
heard  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  is  true:" 
September  25  :  ''In  weeks  past  I  have 
written  seven  numbers  to  show  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  will  never  be  President  o-f  the 
United  States,  ^^hich  have  been  pub- 
lished.'" February  23,  1801:  "Was 
informed  that  Mr.  Jefferson  is  chosen 
President  of  the  United  States.  I  think 
it  is  clearly  a  great  frown  of  Provi- 
dence." June  3,  11803:  "  The  statesof 
New  \orV  and  Rhode  Island  seem  to  be 
effectually  gi\en  o\er  to  Democracy. 
We  hope  the  God  of  our  fathers  will 
\et  protect  u.s."  November  9,  1S03  : 
■•The  treaty  is  published  and  ratified 
by  which  Louisiana  is  ceded  to  this 
country.  t  believe  it  to  be  unct)n- 
stitutional."      lanuarv    16,   iSi:;:--\Ve 
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hear  of  an  invasion  at  New  Orleans.  I 
hope  that  the  British  will  take  it." 
N'aturally.  he  consider.:;  the  Treaty  of 
<".hent  --a  most  merciful  interposition 
of  Heaven  in  our  behalf." 

On  .\ugust  -8.  1S0.5.  Dr.  Robbins. 
with  much  shrinking,  started  on  his 
long  journey  to  New  Connecticut.  He 
was  twenty-six  years  old.  He  was 
equipped  with  a  horse  and  saddle,  with 
Si 41.67  in  money,  and  the  necessary 
wearing  apparel.  As  he  crossed  the 
state  line  hepraved:  '•'Almighty  Father. 
do  Thou  go  with  me  and  be  my 
Helper."  He  travelled  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania route,  which  was  then  gener- 
ally preferred  to  the  one  through  Xew 
\'ork,  and  was  three  months  on  the 
road,  much  of  which  time  lie  spent  in 
religious  work  under  the  direction  of 
the  missionary  society  that  had  sent 
him  out.  His  notes  of  tra\el  have  a 
good  deal  of  interest.  In  Westmore- 
land and*  Washington  counties.  Penn- 
sylvania, he  found  great  interest  in  relig- 
ion, and  there  first  met  those  extra- 
ordinary p'hysical  jjhcnomena  that  have 
so  often  attended  religious  excitement 
in  new  and  rustic  communities.  When 
he  saw  people  -'struck  down"  and 
•■  falling  "  by  scores  in  tlie  public  con- 
gregatiij!:,  lie  inar\elled  and  wnjte  in 
Ids  diary:  --A  most  extraordiiiary  sight, 
such  as  I  never  saw  or  concei\ed." 
Afterwards  the  same  manifestations  at- 
tended his  ministry  in  Ohio,  tliough  in 
a  diminished  degree.  Father  Badger, 
of  whom  more  soon,  had  a  similar  ex- 
perience. Robbins  often  mentions  -fall- 
ings  and     violent    exercises"    after    he 


reached  the  Reserve.  '•  The  bodily 
riffertion,"  he  says,  "is  constant  twitch- 
ings  and  frequent  fallings  without  cessa- 
tion, and  without  noise."  The  com- 
mon theory  was  that  these  demonstra- 
tions were  the  work  of  divine  grace,  but 
some  doubted.  Robbins  himself  doubt- 
ed for  a  time,  but  finally  dismissed  his 
scruples,  as  did  Badger,  and  undertook 
publicly  to  convince  the  gainsayers. 
It  is  worthy  to  remark  that  the  irreligi- 
ous were  not  the  only  ones  thus  visited, 
for  Robbins  frequently  remarks  that  he 
was  himself  strangely  affected. 

The  young  missionary  finally  reached 
Poland,  the  first  halting  place  for  so 
many  who  came  to  the  Reserve  in  those 
days,  November  29,  and  thanked  the 
Merciful  Providence  that  had  guided 
and  guarded  him  on  his  long  hard  way. 
He  immediately  entered  into  the  rough. 
hearty  life  of  tlie  pioneers,  and  was 
with  them  at  all  seasons  imtil  he  left 
the  state.  W't  shall  n<nv  follow  his  foot- 
steps more  closely. 

Dr.  Robbins  preacheil  his  first  ser- 
mon at  Poland.  He  soon  visited  Can- 
field,  where  he  found  sixty  families  and 
where  he  made  his  headquarters  for 
much  of  the  time  that  he  remained  in 
Ohio.  He  soon  met  witli  Father 
Badger,  who  had  been  sent  out  as  a 
missionary  by  the  Connecticut  societv 
in  iSor.  r.adger  had  pitched  his  tent 
at  Austinburg.  The  whole  Reserve 
was  a  single  count}-  at  the  the  time. 
There  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
any  fixed  line  of  dem.arkation  between 
the  two  mission  fields:  Badger  came' 
South    and    Rol)bins   went   North,   but 
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in  general,  the  one  labored  in  tlie  north- 
ern, the  other  in  the  southern  parts  of 
the  county. 

The  /.eaioiis  evangelist  reports  great 
need  of  missionary  lab'jr  at  Canfield. 
The  people  are  mostly  from  Connecti- 
cut and  "appear  prett}'  stupid"  in 
religious  matters,  but  "  little  dis- 
posed to  attend  lectures."  "Many 
people  held  bad  principles  in  religion, 
and  some  were  much  inclined  to  infidel- 
ity." He  visited  and  catechized  a 
school  of  seventeen  children  that  he 
found  "in  a  pretty  good  way."  He 
seems  ne\  er  to  have  missed  a  good  op- 
porlunity  of  visiting  a  school,  and  his 
notes  show  that  the  use  of  tlie  Assem- 
bly's catechism  in  schools  was  common. 
He  sooa  fell  to  work  to  organize  a 
church  at  Canfield.  Then  he  started 
out  evangelizing,  and  was  cheered  to 
find  gracious  revivals  of  religion  in  pro- 
gress in  many  communities. 

At  Warren  there  was  already  a 
Baptist  ch\irch,  but  the  pcfiple  generally 
appeared  careless  about  serious  things. 
There  was  also  a  poorly  regulated 
school.  He  improved  the  opportunity 
at  Warren  to  observe:  ■'The  conduct 
of  Congress  in  most  things  ([iiite  con- 
temptible." At  Smithfield  (a  name 
lost  from  the  map),  where  a  church 
had  been  organized  the  fall  before, 
there  was  in  January,  1S04,  a  powerful 
work  of  grace  in  progress.  Still  many 
doubted  and  hesitated  about  important 
doctrines.  At  .\ustinburgh  there  was 
also  a  great  awakening.  Here,  in  Feb- 
ruary,. 1804,  he.  Badger  and  others 
<:omposed    a    confession    of    faith    and 


covenant,  and  articles  of  practice  for 
the  churches  of  the  county. 

In  the  course  of  this  winter  he  visited 
a  large  number  of  towns.  In  Harpers- 
fieid  some  of  the  people  were  much 
awakened  on  religion  ;  others  were 
"very  stupid."  In  Morgan  the  relig- 
ious interest  had  fallen  off.  In  Hub- 
bard he  found  sixty  families  and  a  num- 
ber of  Methodists.  At  Coitsville  he 
found  Rev.  Mr.  Weeks,  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman,  and  the  first  regular  minister 
of  religion  on  the  Reserve.  .A.fter  some 
months  of  travel  and  intercourse,  he 
reports  that  the  serious  among  the 
Pennsyhanians  "  pay  less  regard  to 
the  Sabbath  as  holy  time  than  is  done 
in  New  England,"  adding  what  more 
surprises  us.  ••' The  greater  part  of  the 
-New  England  people  in  the  country  are 
pretty  loose  characters."  , 

On  March  19  we  find  Robbins  assist- 
ing in  writing  a  notification  of  the. in- 
corporation of  trustees  for  a  college, 
which  was  sent  to  Connecticut  for  pub- 
lication. He  makes  frequent  mention 
of  this  --College."  It  was  finally  lo- 
cated, after  no  small  competition,  at 
Burton,  and  was,  of  course,  the  well- 
known  Lake  l->ie  Seminary  that  was  for 
some  years  a  Pharos  of  learning  in  the 
woods  of  Northern  Ohio.  Hartford, 
in  particular,  appears  to  have  been 
much   disap[)ointed    at    the    location  of 

Coming  l)ack  to  Poland  he  finds  the 
people  --pretty  stupid  in  regard  to  the 
excellency  and  spirit  of  religion." 
This  spring  he  visited  a  well-regulated 
and  well-instructed  school,  particularly 
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in  the  catechism,  in  ^^'arren.  He  under- 
went much  anxiety  on  account  of  the 
Methodists'  July  i  he  reports  tb.e 
serious  part  of  the  people  of  Canfield 
apprehensive  of  these  inroads.  Two 
days  later  he  found  a  Methodist  church, 
with  a  preacher  atDeerfield,  and  feared 
lest  the  preacher  turn  out  a  dangerous 
character.  Later,  at  Vienna  and  Ra- 
venna he  encountered  '-Methodists  who 
were  seeking  to  gain  an  influence," 
and  expresses  the  opinion,  e\ndently 
born  of  the  wish,  that  they  will  not 
succeed. 

At  Hudson  he  found  a  churcli,  or- 
ganized in  1802.  He  wrote  up  the 
I'hurch  records,  and  catechised  the 
children  in  the  scIkjoI.  On  a  subse- 
quent visit  to  Hudson  he  testifies  that 
the  serious  people  are  dull  and  worldly. 
From  Hudson  he  went  on  to  Cleveland, 
the  situation  of  which  he  -niuch  ad- 
mired, but.  found  the  people  loose  in 
principles  and  conduct;  ''few  of  them 
had  heard  a  sermon  or  a  hymn  in 
eighteen  m«>nths."  .\t  a  later  date  he 
reports  that  the  people  of  Cleveland 
and  Kucliil  have  united  for  Sunday 
services. 

On  September  14  the  jjeople  of  Can- 
!leld  were  ver_\-  attentive  to  a  sermon  on 
original  sin.  Xovember  4.  he  sa}s 
Smithtield  and  Hartford  together  are 
ncjw  the  largest  .\ew  Englantl  settle- 
ment in  the  C(janty.  The  people  of 
Smithlield  are  in  accord  with  those 
doctrines  that  exalt  God  and  humble 
the  crr-.it.ure'.  He  reports  that  the 
i'ennsylvanians  were  not  generally  used 
to    having    prayer    at    funerals.       This 


month  he  first  visited  Burton,  appar- 
ently hitherto  unvisited  by  any  mission- 
ary. Here  he  found  the  frame  of  a 
large  academy  standing,  the  same  after- 
wards known  as  the  IJterary  Institute. 
On  the  25th  he  wrote:  "was  invited  to 
an  entertainment  with  a  number  of 
people,  it  being  Christmas,"  adding: 
"The  people,  however,  are  not  Epis- 
copalians." He  reports  but  two  or 
three  professors  of  religion  in  the  place. 
Afterwards  he  was  urged  to  settle  in 
Burton  as  minister  of  the  cliurch  and 
head  of  the  academy,  but  he  declined. 

Dr.  Robbins  closed  a  year  of  very 
hard  labor,  during  which  he  had  suffer- 
ed much  from  sickness,  had  seen  the 
face  of  no  relative,  and  had  had  no 
home,  with  a  devout  thanksgiving  for 
the  Divine  protection. 

Not  different  from  the  above  are  the 
religii;us  items  of  the  diary  until  the 
end.  He  finds  few  serious  persons  in 
.Middletield.  while  in  Mesopotamia  the 
people  are  some  ••  stupid,"  and  some 
'■much  inclined  to  infidelity."  The 
settlers  of  \\'indsor  are  very  thought- 
less. He  preached  the  first  sermons 
ever  heard  in  many  of  the  towns  that 
he  visited.  .\t  Mentor  the  people  were 
much  inclined  to  infidelity  and  immor- 
ality, some  of  whom  he  censured  for 
trading  on  the  Sabbath.  Here  he  had 
a  particular  conversation  with  a  •'stupid, 
cross  infidel."  .\t  Painesville  he  visited 
a  well-regulated  and  instructed  school. 
.\t  Harpersfield  he  found  much  oppo- 
sition to  Mr.  Hadger.  April  22  he  pro- 
nounced the  Canfield  school  the  best  in 
the  countrv.  '  ,     ,      ,,.    ,    •  ..•■ 
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Religious  matters  now  began  to  as- 
sume the  form  of  more  consistency. 
The  people  begin  to  raise  money  to  build 
meeting-houses  and  pay  for  preaching. 
There  is  an  inquiry  for  p^astors,  and 
monthly  conferences  are  held  in  various 
places.  At  Youngstown,  May  8,  1S05, 
he  preached  his  first  sermon  in  a  regular 
house  of  worship.  At  Harpersfield, 
October  iS.  Robbins,  Badger,  Rev. 
David  Bacon  and  others,  formed  a  con- 
ference of  four  churches  —  the  first 
ecclesiastical  organization  other  than  a 
church  ever  formed  in  Northeastern 
Ohio.  Still  the  word  '■  stupid,"  by 
which  he  means  indifference  to  religion, 
becomes  more  common  as  v,-e  go  on. 
Most  of  the  ••  serious"  Hubbard  people 
are  Methodists  and  Baptists.  Some 
people  at  '"Chagreen"  (Willuughby) 
set  afloat  a  false  and  wicked  story  about 
him.  Mr.  Jones,  the  Baptist  minister 
at  Warren,  ■•entertained  erroneous 
sentiments,"  and  Robbins  fears  the 
Warren  people  are  more  slack  than 
they  were -before  Mr.  Jones  came  among 
them.  November  4  he  had  interviews 
with  the  i^rincipal  citizens  ;  they  were 
not  only  pretty  destitute  of  religion, 
but  hostile  to  him  and  to  religion  ;  hos- 
tility to  him  they  had  shown  by  circula- 
ting a  false  story  to  the  effect  that  he 
had  interfered  in  the  late  election.  .\t 
Kinsman  he  heard  an  ignorant  Metho- 
dist preach. 

In  the  winter  of  rSo5-iSo()  Dr.  Rob- 
bins  made  tvvo  visits  to  Marietta.  He 
preached  at  Marietta  and  at  r.clpre.and 
in  the  end  was  invited  to  take  the  prin- 
ripalshlp  of  an  academy  at   the   former 


place,  and  a  pastorate  at  the  latter, 
both  of  which  he  declined.  Returning 
to  Canfield,  he  reports  the  people 
stupid,  and  expresses  the  fear  that  the 
Reserve  settlements  will  be  greatly  in- 
jured by  the  influx  of  Pennsylvauians. 

Dr.  Robbins  had  now  been  from 
home  nearly  three  years  ;  he  was  broken 
in  health  ;  he  had  served  the  societyand 
the  young  communities  of  the  Reserve 
with  great  zeal  and  faithfulness  ;  and 
he  resolved  to  return  home.  Leaving 
Ohio  May  21,  1806,  he  reached  Nor- 
folk July  4.  and  immediately  pro- 
nounced it  ''a  \'ery  stupid  time"  in 
Connecticut. 

Many  other  items  similar  in  tenor  tu 
the  foregoing  could  be  extracted  from 
Dr.  Robbins'  diary.  These,  however, 
are  both  enough  and  sufficient.  They 
have  not  been  brought  together  be- 
cause of  their  value  as  items  of  knowl- 
edge, but  because  they  throw  a  strange 
light  upon  the  religious,  moral  and 
social  character  of  the  Reserve  in  the 
first  period  of  its  history.  They  show 
conclusively  that  the  first  settlers  were 
not  generally  godly  men.  such  as 
founded  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  and 
Connecticut,  or  even  ^[arietta  and  Gran- 
ville. Ohio.  When  Dr.  Robbins  calls 
the  people  ••  dull"  and  "stupid,"  he 
may  mean  no  more  than  that  they  are 
less  zealous  in  religion  than  he,  an 
ardent  evangelist,  thinks  they  should 
be;  but  when  he  says,  "The  greater 
part  of  the  New  England  people  in  the 
country  are  pretty  loose  'characters.", 
we  cannot  dispose  of  the  testimony  in 
that  wav.      The  men  who    have  created 


/.■/■;/-.    DK.    KOHR/XS    OV    THE    KESERi'l-. 


tlie  traditional  view  of  the  early  history 
of  the  Reserve,  have  eitb.er  beea  ignor- 
ant of  the  following  farts,  or  they  have 
accorded  to  them  little  weight  : 

First,  tlie  Rcsen-e  was  opened  to  settle- 
ment at  a  time  when  religion  in  N'ew 
England  was  at  a  low  ebb.  Secondly. 
Old  Conneeticut  did  not  at  tirst  send,  as 
a  rule,  what  she  considered  her  best 
elements  to  New  Connecticut.  At  a  later 
day,  the  character  of  the  emigration 
improved  in  respect  to  religion  and 
morals;  but  the  first  emigration  was 
largely  made  up  of  men  who  desired  to 
throw  off  the  heavy  trammels  of  an  old 
and  strongly  conservative  community, 
where  chnrch  and  state  were  closely 
connected,  and  where  society  was 
dominated  by  political  and  religious 
castes.  Still  further,  the  Kast  was 
at  this  time  swept  by  an  e])idemic  of 
laiid  speculation  ;  while  the  laxative 
moral  influence  of  a  removal  from  an 
old  and  well-ordered  society  to  the 
woods  produced  its  usual  effects. 

Robbins'  diary  is  sustained  by  the 
memoirs  of  Father  "iJadger,  "^  who  came 
to  the  Reserve  as  a  missionary  before 
Robbins  came,  and  also  remained  after 
he  had  returned  to  Xew  England.  At 
Hudson.  July  4,  iSoi,  Badger  heard 
Benjamin  Tappan.  aftervvards  a  United 
States  Senator,  deliver  an  oration  which 
was  "interlarded  with  many  grossly, 
illiberal  remarks  against  Christians  and 
Christianity."  At  Painesville.  he  re- 
ports that  *•  not  one  seemed  to  have  the 
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least  regard  for  the  Sabbath  ;"  at  Will- 
oughby,  Mr.  Abbot,  the  principal  man, 
■■  did  not  thank  the  missionary  society 
for  sending  missionaries  out  here  ;"  and 
at  Xewburg  ••infidelity  and  profaning 
the  Sabbath"  were  general,  and  the 
people  ••  bill  fair  to  grow  into  a  hard- 
ened, corrupt  society."  He  found  his 
audience  as  "unfeeling"  and  "stupid" 
as  the  woods  in  which  they  lived.  In 
Middlebrook,  under  the  rule  thatall  who 
contributed  to  ministerial  support  might 
vote,  two  men,  he  says,  were  chosen 
elders  of  the  church  "  who  belonged  to 
no  Christian  communion,  and  were  not 
\ery  rigidly  moral." 

This  view  is  sustained  by  the  early 
records  of  church  organization  and 
building.  Settlers  began  to  establish 
themselves  in  anumberof  towns  in  i  797. 
But  the  tirst  church,  that  of  Austin- 
burgii,  was  not  formed  until  October, 
rSor.  U'hite  men  have  been  con- 
tinuously on  the  site  of  Cleveland  since 
171)6.  Trinity  parish,  the  first  church 
organization,  was  formed  in  1S16,  and 
the  first  meeting-house  was  opened  in 
1S29.  thirty-three  years  afterthe  arrival 
of  Moses  Cleaveland. 

Badger  preached  in  Newburg  in  1802, 
and  Robbins  soon  after  ;  but  no  church 
was  ■  organized  in  that  village,  which, 
for  a  time,  was  more  important  than 
Cleveland,  until  1S32,  and  the  first 
church  building  was  not  erected  until 
(S41-42.  The  population  of  Cleveland 
was  for  many  years  small,  but  it  was 
large  enough  for  the  town  to  be  a'hot- 
bed  of  infidelity  and  irreligion. 

The     foregoing    facts    are    presented 
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purely     in      the     interest     of    iiistoric      Puritan    connnunities  in  the  eartysctti 

truth.     Thev   show    most   ronrlusively      rnsnt  of  the  ^VesterIl  Reserve. 

that  it  js  idle    to    seek    for    Pilgrim    or  •  B.   A.    Hinsdai.k. 


THF,     REPLMU.ICAX     N'OMIN'ATIXG     CON  VKXriOXS    Ol 

1S56     AND     1S60. 

11. 


Pknnsylvania  was  then  aa  --C^ctober 
state."  That  is.  it  elected  its  state 
officers  in  October,  and  it  was  always 
sure  to  follow,  in  Xovember.  the  path 
it  pursued  in  October.  .\11  the  elements 
of  opposition  to  H'lchanrin  unired  on  a 
state  ticket  for  the  October  election 
and  arranged  for  an  electoral  ticket  to 
be  voted  for  in  Xovember.  to  divide 
the  vote  between  Fillmore  and  Fre- 
mont. If  this  plan  had  succeeded  in 
October  (and  it  was  beaten  by  only 
3,500  votes),  it  would  have  won  in 
November,  giving  about  half  the  elec- 
toral vote  of  the  state  to  Fremont ;  but 
the  pro-sla\ery  Fillmore  men  who  had 
discounted  the  possibility  of  that  event 
by  making  an  arrangement  to  withdraw 
Fillmore  from  the  canvass  of  the 
••People's  Party."  carried  the  state  in 
October.  The  chairman  of  the  Fillmore 
state  committee  has  since  assured  me 
that  the  partv  ha<l  arranged  expresses 
to  carry  the  news  as  speedily  as  possible 
throughout  the  South  withdrawing  Fill- 
more as  a  candidate  for  President  as 
soon  as  it  became  known  that  the 
People's  party  state  ticket  had  been 
elected.  The  active  Fillmore  men  took 
good  care  to  prevent  such  a  possibility 
bv  voting  for  and   electing  the   Demo- 


cratic state  ticket  ;  hence  this  action 
was  not  necessary,  but  it  would  have 
been  carried  out  if  needed,  and  this 
would  have  frustrated  completely  any 
attempt  to  carry  the  state  for  Fremont. 
So  that,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
was  next  to  impossible,  if  not  an  actual 
impossibility,  to  elect  Fremont.  Would 
it  have  been  better  with  McLean?  1 
think  not. 

A  triumph  in  1856  under  any  candi- 
date would.  I  am  free  to  think,  have 
been  a  premature  one.  .\  greatdeal  had 
been  done. enough,  almost  anyone  would 
think,  to  rouse  up  the  .\merican  people 
to  resistance  to  the  "slave-power;" 
but  it  needed  the  events  of  the  Admin- 
istration of  Buchanan  to  cousoliflate 
public  sentiment,  and  bring  it  into 
healthy,  safe  and  sure  action.  Those 
four  years  were  years  of  wondrous  suf- 
fering to  many,  and  of  many  trials 
to  tliose  who  are  slow,  as  well  as  to 
those  who  are  quick  of  faith  ;  but  they 
were  necessary  to  solidify  public  feel- 
ing, and  to  mature  a  line  of  policy  to 
be  pursued  when  the  power  to  follow  it 
came.  Consequently  when  the  time 
came  around  for  another  convention, 
tl'.e  party  born  amid  doubts  and  fears, 
with  no  specific  policy  outlined  at  first. 
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beyond  opposition  to  slavery  expres 
sion  :  and  which  stiin;hled  alongblindly 
in  its.first  campaign,  was  now  purified 
by  fcnr  years  of  trial.  !iad  cast  uff  its 
doid>fs  and  fears,  and  stood  ready  for 
another  trial  under  a  leader  well-known 
and  in  whom  all  had  confidence,  to 
undertake  a  .final  trial  fof  supremacy. 
It  came  ready  armed  and  equipped  for 
the  next  fght. 

And  with  this  changed  feeling  came 
also  a  struggle  for  the  chief  place.  Un- 
like the  Convention  of  1S56,  there  was 
a  superabundance  <if  cantlidates.  Every 
state  almost  had  one:  but  the  man 
who.  to  a  mere  looker-on',  seemed  tl-.e 
chosen  favorite,  was  AN'm.  H.  Seward, 
ni  XeTv  York.  Pennsyhania  jjresented 
Simon  Cameron:  lliiiuiis.  Abraham 
Lincoln:  (^hio,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  and 
Missouri.  P2dward  Bates;  but  no  one 
of  these  had  much  strength  beyond  his 
own  state  e:<cept  Seward.  He  appeared 
to  ha\e  friends  everywhere  and  his  pro- 
minence was  so  great  that  it  seemed 
as  if  his  nomination  was  almost  .sure: 
but  appearances  are  generally  decep- 
tive. 

The  struggle  to  get  into  this  Conxen- 
tion  was  much  more  brisk  than  was 
apparent  in  iS56.'  Generally,  the 
choice  was  made  in  State  Conventions; 
but  there  was  a  mucli  better  parade  of 
statesmen  and  of  public  men  of  mark 
than  at  the  previous  con\ention.  Xew 
York  sent  \Vm.  M.  Kvarts,  and  men 
of  his  class  ;  Pennsyhania  sent  Wm. 
D.  Kelly;  Ohio,  D.  K.  Cartter  :  Indi- 
ana, Henry  S.  I.ane  and  Caleb  !'>. 
Smith  ;  Illinois.  Uaviri  Davis  ;  Wiscon- 


sin, Carl  Schurz  ;  wdiile  Michigan,  New 
Jersey,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Minnesota,  Mass- 
achusetts, Yermont.  Connecticut,  Xew 
Hampshire,  and  Rhode  Island  sent 
their  \ery  best  men  as  delegates.  It 
was  a  splendid  gathering  of  represent- 
ative men ;  and  not  only  had  the 
prominent  men  pressed  forward  but 
the  masses.  The  people  were  there. 
A  hall  wirli  the  capacity  of  2,000  had 
been  sufficient  to  hold  the  national 
convention  of  1856;  it  took  one  with  a 
capacity  of  10.000  to  hold  that  of  1S60, 
and  e\'en  that  was  not  large  enough. 
Where  the  outsiders  all  came  from  it 
would  be  hard  to  say;  but  Xew  York 
had  a  large  crowd  there — a  claque,  in 
fact,  large  enough,  it  was  thought,  to 
clamor  Seward's  nomination  through  ; 
Michigan  was  largely  represented,  and 
\Yisconsin.  and  so  also  were  Indiana, 
Illi.nois,  and  Iowa,  to  say  nothing  of 
Missouri  :  but  the  largest  part  of  the 
crowd  was  from  Illinois,  anxious  to 
help  -'oh'  Abe,"  but  not  exactly  know- 
ing how  to  ilo  it.  The  struggle  to  get 
into  the  hall  of  this  Convention  was 
great,  and  although  I  was  there  as  the 
representative  of  a  leading  newspaper. 
I  had  hard  work  to  get  admission  to 
the  platform.  C")nce  there  I  got  a  good 
place,  and  was  seated  close  to  Henry 
S.  I.ane  and  other 'active  Indiana  and 
Illinois  |ioliticians. 

The  president  of  the  Convention  was 
George  Asliiinnn.  of  Massachusetts, 
who  was.  I  think,  a  Seward  man,  but 
who  was  chosen  for  his  excellent  abili- 
ties as  a  presiding  officer,  and  the  choice 
fell    upon    the    right    man.      Scattered 
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over  the  platform  were  the  men  chcjseii 
to  present  the  several  candidates'  claims 
to  the  C(jnveiition.  and  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  was  work  sn  wiell  looked  tu 
and  so  well  apportioned.  And  here  1 
may  as  well  recount  what  was  to  me  the 
chief  incident  of  the  Convention  and 
the  one  that  decided,  as  I  thought  at 
the  time,  the  choice  of  .\braham  Lincoln 
as  the  nominee  for  President.  For.  al- 
though the  drift  of  everything  seemed 
to  point  to  the  choice  of  Seward,  yet 
my  sympathies  being  against  him  and 
in  favor  of  any  one  able  to  beat  him,  I 
was  keenly  alive  to  everything  that 
served  to  indicate  a  different  result. 

New  \'ork,  as  I  have  intimated,  had 
a  strong  outside  (-rowd  along  to  ■  •  boom 
Seward,  and  besides  these  tliere  were 
the  Micliigan  men,  near!}-  all  for  Sew- 
ard, and  the  outsiders  from  other  states 
who  preferred  Seward  to  any  one.  So 
there  was  plenty  of  material  fora  <•/(?(///<■. 
and  it  found-  an  organi/.er  in  a  promi- 
nent bruiser  from  New  York  city,  who 
was  unlike  his  class  generally  in  his 
political  preferences.  Tiiis  man  was 
entrusted  with  the  work  of  organizing 
a  Seward  claque.  And  he  did  it  well. 
He  placed  his  men  in  groups  all  over 
the  hall,  up  stairs  and  down  stairs, 
and  in  every  position  where  sound 
would  count,  with  instructions  to  watch 
closely  for  the  ninment  when  Evarts 
should  announce  the  name  of  Seward 
as  a  candidate,  and  then  to  •■make 
Rome  howl  "  with  enthusiastic  a])plause 
in  response.  It  was  calculated  that 
this  would  strike  con\irtion  into  the 
minds  of    the   Convention  that  Seward 


was  a  man  of  the  people, 'and  this  sud-     '" 
den  outlireak  an  evidence  that  he  wa.s 
the  popular  choice.     The  plan  was  well''*'  ' 
laid;  but  it  was,  as  UjjfoV-ed,  an  instance 
of  reckoning!wtthout'your  host.  Whoev-e^^',.,  ' 
conceived  it  had  ignored   the  fact  that      ^;- 
the  streets  of  Chicago  were  full  of  people 
ready  and  willing   to   shout  themsel\-r>  -•-'    ■ 
hoarse  for  Lincoln,  and  whl;!!  the  Sew-         ■  » 
ard  men  went  into  the  Convention  and    ««,   - 
looked  at  the  assembled  crOwd,  dotted  .^■_,-- 
over  with  groups  of  Seward  claquers,  it 
never  occurred  to  them  tha-t.  J:he   other 
portions   of    the    crowd    were    there    to 
howl  the  Seward  men  down,  if  need  be.-  ■'*^' 

Who,  of  l^ncoln's  Illinois  friends  it 
was  who  took  the  hint  and  worked  upon       •  -i 
it.  I  hax-e  noverfuliy  learned,  butalways 
believed  it   to   be   Judge   fJurid   Davis.      -*- 
(,'ertain  it  is  that  some   one   did  it,  and    -  ■-' 
did    it  very  ([uietly  but  eff^tively^so  ' 
tiuietlythat  no  one  of  the  Seward  crowd 
had  any  suspicion  of  it,  .    The  immense .  ^  ,  :•- 
mass  of  Lincoln  men  present  from  tlli-      '-." 

nois.    Indiana    and    Iowa    were     easily       

found  and   easily  organized  ;   and   they 
being  three  to  one  to  the  Seward  men  it    _.,.._ 
was  easy  to  make  the    volume  of  sound         --. 
big  enough   to   drown  flie    noise  of   the 
.\'ew    \i.)xV  ciaquc.      These   western   ad- 
mirers of  Lincoln  filled  the  house   from,     -^.u-^ 
one  end  to  the  other.     Tliey  remained 
perfectly  quiet    until    their   time   came, 
and   then — But   do    not    let   me   antiri-     ''"'^ 
pate. 

The   con\entiou   gathered   in  surpris-     ''" 
ing  good  humor.      Friend  shook   hands 
with   friend,  and   a   broad    smile   of   as- 
sured  \lctory   spreai.1    over   every   face. 
riie  Convention   got    through  with    its 
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oryanization,  appointment  ot  commit-  \ation  depended  on  it  ;  all  the  Lincoln 
tees,  etc.,  and  at  last  settled  down  to  men  on  the  platform  were  liRewise  en- 
worki  The  presentation  of  names  had  gaged  ;  as  one  cheer  would  seem  to  be 
begun,  and  in  due  course,  William  M.  dying  aivay  another  would  arise,  until 
Evarts  arose  and  gravely  presented  the  finally  everyone  quit  from  sheer  ex- 
name  of  William  H.  Seward.  Instantly  haustion  only.  Such  an  outbreak  of 
the  hall  was  filled  with  a  deafening  noise  I  have  ne\er  heard,  before  or 
shout  of  applause,  stamping  of  feet,  since;  and.  as  a  vindication  of  what 
clapping  of  hands  and  a  general  break-  the  people  at  home  thought  of  Abra- 
ing  loose  of  noise  as  if  the  whole  Con-  ham  Lincoln,  it  was  sufficient  to  give 
vention  was  wild  with  enthusiasm  for  everyone  pause,  and  to  concentrate  op- 
Seward.  For  the  applause  and  noise  position  to  Seward  from  that  moment 
came  from  all  parts  of  the  house,  and  forward  upon  the  man  from  Illinois. 
was  so  instantaneous  in  breaking  out  as  As  a  specimen  of  political  tact,  the 
to  suggest  it  being  completely  sponta-  Seward  claque  was  unique  and  very 
neous.  Doubtless  the  New  York  buffer  creditable  under  the  circumstances,  but 
congratulated  himself  that  that  was  'a  it  was  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  much 
settler.  No  other  demonstration  could  better  demonstration  to  which  it  un- 
approach  it.  wittingly  gave  rise. 

Then  Evarts  went    on   tu    finish    his  In  the  balloting  that  followed  Lincoln 

truly  eloquent  speech.      As  an  oratori-  was    the  only  one    of    the   big  '■field" 

cal  effort  it  was  unapproachable,  and  to  who  steadily  gained  from  the  start.      On 

all  who  heard  it,  delightful.      Someone  the  first  ballot  he  had  but  little  support 

else  followed  in  presenting  some  other  outside  of    Illinois,  Indiana  and   Iowa, 

candidate,    and    then   an    Illinois    man  The  first  ballot  stood  : 

arose  and  presented   the  name  of  Abra-  Seward i-3>. 

ham  "Lincoln,    of  Illinois.      What    was  ■        souerin.' '• Isg', 

that,    an    earthquake?      For    instantly  ^he    scat"tering    votes    were    divided 

the   Convention  was   ovenvhelmed  with  among  McLean.   Chase,  Bates.  Camer- 

a  racket  to  which   the   Seward   demon-  ^^^   Collamer  and   Dayton  ;     but   after 

stration   was   but   as  the    noise   of    the  ^^^  ^^^^  1^^,,^^^  ^^,^^  one   of   these   lost 

juvenile    tin    trumpet.      From  all  parts  ^^^^p^   jj^j^.^^      (-,„   ^i^^.    g^^ond    ballot 

of  the  house  came  not  only  one  volum-  ^-^^  ^.^^^  ^^^^  . 
inous  burst  of  applause,  but   one  after  Scuinl.  1S4'. 

another  in  quick  succession,   until   the  Linculn iSi 

whole     convention     seemed     not    onlv 

carried    away  by  it,  but    to   be   taking  '^'^  ^^^^  ^'»^^'  ^^""^'  ^^«  ^■°''^'  ''^'-^'^^'^ 

part  in  it.      Henry  S.  Lane  beside   me,  '^  ^^^^  announced  was: 

was  beating  his  huge  cane   on  the  table  i.inci>in '%^  - 

°  °  bewarj ISO 

with  increasing  vigor,  and  as  if  his  sal-  Scattering 53 fi 
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There  Iieiiir;  -)65  votes  cust.  zx,},  were 
necessary  ro  ,T  rhoice  :  hi^r.cc  Lincoln 
lacked  only.  I'i  votes,  and  as  the  votes 
had  not  been  announced,  it  was  open 
to  anyone  to  change  his  vote.  At  this 
juncture.  Cartter.  of  Ohio,  rose  and 
changed  four  votes  from  Chase  to  Lin- 
coln, thus  ending  the  contest  in  Lin- 
coln's favor. 

The  feeling  tor  Seward  was  genuine 
and  was  based  on  admiration  for  a  man 
who  had  alwa\s  stood  firm  in  the  Senate 
on  the  side  of  Freedom,  and  always  had 
a  strong,  sound  word  to  say  for  the 
right.  Vet  while  deserving  and  receiv- 
ing this  meed  of  admiration  for  liis  ser- 
vices as  a  statesman,  there  was  a  feel- 
ing with  ver*-  many  that  he  was  not  the 
man  for  the  occasion — that  there  was 
something  lackmg  in  his  make-up  as  a 
leader.  (Horace  Greeley  was  one  of 
these,  and  being  unable  to  get  into  the 
Convention  from  New  York,  appeared 
as  a  delegate  from  Oregon).  He  had 
as  much  talent,  perhaps,  as  Lincoln, 
but  the  latter  was  a  man  of  the  people, 
who  had  risen  from  a  lowly  origin, 
had  made  a  place  for  himself  among 
public  men,  and  seemed  to  have  not 
only  a  full  comprehension  of  tlie  slavery 
question,  but  to  l)e  thoroughly  in 
sympathy  with  the  people  on  it.  To 
quote  the  illustration  in  my  last,  he 
••  believed  in  it."  thoroughlv  ami 
heartily.  His  was  not  merelv  the  con- 
viction of  the  scholarly  man.  but  the 
profound  judgment  of  a  heart  that  beat 
in  complete  unison  with  the  enlight- 
ened consrience  of  the  nation.  People- 
felt  not  merely  admiration  for,  but  un- 


bovmded  confidence,  in  iiim,  and  this 
it  was  that  led  tliem^  by  a  wise  dis- 
crimination, in  a  critical  time,  to  choose 
him  as  a  candidate  for  the  chief  place 
in  the  nation.  To  vary  a  common 
simile,  it  was  not  that  they  loved  Sew- 
ard less  but  that  they  loved  Lincoln 
more,  that  made  them  prefer  one  to 
the  other.  The  choice  of  one  did  not 
impl)'  any  lack  of  trust  in  the  other. 

And  so,  with  the  nomination  of 
Hamlin  for  Vice-President,  terminated 
the  second  national  nominating  Con- 
vention ;  and. with  the  success  of  its 
nominations,  the  work  of  the,  National 
Convention  of  Feb.  22,  1856,  was  put 
fairly  in  the  way  of  being  consummated. 

I  did  not  follow  the  crowd  from 
Chicago  to  Springfield,  but  later  on,  in 
company  with  Judge  Casey,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, now  dead,  I  paid  him  a  visit, 
and  it  was  the  only  occasion  I  had  of 
seeing  him  without  restraint  or  hind- 
rance ;  and  as  I  can  add  nothing  that 
will  illustrate  his  public  character  I  will 
conclude  by  a  rennniscence  of  two 
ancedotes  told  by  him.  For  while  he 
never,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  \ohinteered 
a  story,  they  seemed  to  come  to  him 
naturally,  as  illustrations.  Judge  Casey 
was  telling  him  some  Petinsylvania 
hunting  story,  and  that  reminded  Lin- 
coln of  one  of  the  same  kind.  In  the 
old  days,  when  preaching  was  confined 
to  school  houses  and  men  went  to 
church  with  their  guns  in  their  hands 
and  hounds  at  their  heels,  a  preacher 
was  one  Sunday  preaching  away  in 
good  earnest  about  the  vanity  of  earthy 
things,     when,     in     the     midst     of    his 
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He  told  his  stories   with    so    much    /.e 
rovokc    extreme    uproa 


le  hounds  gave  \\-  howl  to 
|,o,.  j,^rl  cce-^t.-i!  :i  deer. 
Instantly  every  hiiiiter  jumped  for  his 
rifle,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  scI\ool 
house  was  empty  and  the  men  scattered 
o^■cr  the  hills  after  the  liounds.  Only 
one  old  man  was  left  behind,  and  he 
was  too  much  of  a  cripple  to  follow  the 
rest.  The  old  man  was  standing  in  the 
door,  looking  at  the  chase,  when  the 
preacher  came  up  behind  him  and  in  a 
disgusted  tone  exclaimed,  ••  \"anity  of 
vanities!  all  is  ^■anity  1"  "  Naw  !" 
said  the  old  man,  '•  by  gemini,  dey'll 
catch  him  yet  !"  There  was  no  vanity, 
to  him,  in  being  sure  of  catching  a  deer. 
The  other  anecdote  was  in  answer  to 
a  remark  of  my  own,  to  the  effect  tiiat, 
in  his  new  sphere  of  President,  he 
would  be  too  seriously  occupied  to  tell 
anecdotes,  as  he  was  doing  now.  It 
reminded  him,  he  said,  of  a  member  of 
the  bar  in  that  country,  who  used  to 
tell  vulgar  and  profane  stories,  and 
clinch    every    statement   with    an    oath. 


as  ahvays  tc 
iousness.  Finally,  this  story  teller  be- 
came converted  and  joined  the  church. 
Presently,  when  he  began  his  legal 
rounds  over  the  circuit,  he  would  re- 
lapse into  his  old  story  telling,  leaving 
out  the  profanity  and  obscenity.  Thus 
emasculated,  his  stories  fell  flat.  He 
told  one  ;  nobody  laughod.  Another, 
and  then  no  jollity.  Still  another  and 
another,  but  at  the  end  of  each  cverv 
one  was  quiet  and  unmoved.  "What 
is  the  matter  with  my  stories?"  he  ex- 
claimed. ••Were  they  all  so  flat  that 
people  laughed  only  at  the  interlarded 
profanity?"  ••  .\nd  that,"  Lincoln 
added,  "  will  be  my  fate.  I  will  ha\e 
to  make  niy  stories  so  severely  decorous 
that  no  one  will  laugh  at  them."  But 
he  didn't.  He  remained  a  story  teller 
to  the  last  :  and  his  stories  were  not 
only  decorous,  hut  always  as  funnv  as 
they  were  free  from  dirt. 

Russell  Erkett. 
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At  the  concliLsion  of  Mr.  Nelson's 
speech,  Mr,  Roger  .\.  Pryor,  a  Demo- 
crat from  Virginia,  took  the  floor  in 
reply.  His  speech  was  able  but  of  the 
ultra  Southern  type,  sustaining  maiidy 
the  views  of  the  Southern  representa- 
tives who  had  sjioken.  After  replying 
to  Mr.   Nelson   he   paid  his  respects  to 


Helper's  book  and  the  refusal  of  the 
Republicans,  especially  .Mr.  Sherman. 
to  answer  disproving  the  publication  or 
approving  it.  There  were  sharp  collo- 
quies between  Mr.  Pryor  and  Mr.  Nel- 
son, and  here  is  a  fair  specimen.  Mr. 
Nelson  had  stated  that  he  was  not 
ashamed   to   own   that   he  was  a  slave- 


MAUA/JXE    UP     iri-.S'fF/CiV    ///S7  0f:y. 


holfler.  'I'o  tliis  ^Fr.  IVyor  replied: 
••And  n-pHy.  when  I  ubserve  the  men 
who  surriumd  him  and  acclaim  him,  1 
believe  it  was  a  hazardous  declaration  ; 
hazardous  inasmuch  as  by  that  declara- 
tion lie  is  likely  to  forfeit  the  respect  of 
those  to  whose  confidence  he  has  es- 
pecially recommended  himself." 

Mr.  Xelson  :  "  I  ha\e  no  a])prehen- 
sion  of  any-  kind." 

Mr.  Pryor:  '•Undovibtedly  the  gentle- 
man has  no  apprehension — none  what- 
ever. But  I  am  not  to  be  deterred 
from  a  free  and  fearless  declaration  of 
my  sentiments  touching  that  gentleman 
by  anything  he  can  say.  much  less  bv 
anything  he  dare  do."  (Commotion  anil 
hisses  froHj  Republican  benches. j 

N[r.  Pryor  tlien  continued  his  speech. 
Here  are  brief  extracts  therefrom  : 
•'The  whole  drift,  tenor  and  intent  of 
the  gentleman's  argument,  I  affirm,  was 
to  put  the  representatives  of  the  South 
who  participate  in  this  contest,  in  a 
position  they  will  not  be  sustained  by 
the  country;  and  that  is  the  issue  to 
which  I  shall  hold  him.  .\nd  I  intend 
to  show  that  the  position  in  which  the 
representatives  of  the  South— I  speak 
by  way  of  distinction — which  the  Democ- 
racy have  assumed  in  this'discussion,  is 
a  position  in  which  they  will  be  sus- 
tained, not  only  by  their  own  constitu- 
ency, but  by  fair-minded  men  of  all 
parties  and  all  sections  in  the  country; 
and  in  which  they  will  be  sustained  in 
the  most  triumphant  manner  by  the  ir- 
revocable award  of  history. 

•'Allow  me  here  to  protest  most  em- 
phatically   that    I    am   no    disnnionist. 


Allow  me  to  protest  that  I  am  as  warm 
an  admirer  of  the  Union,  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee.  I  do  not  yield  even 
to  him  in  tlie  ardor  of  my  attach- 
ment to  the  confederacy,  but  I  do  say 
that  my  patriotism  is  of  a  different 
character  and  different  policy.  Sir,  by 
a  sort  of  perverse  idolatry  he  worships 
our  mountains  and  hills,  our  valleys, 
our  rivers  and  lakes;  he  worships,  in 
other  words,  the  visible,  senseless 
symbol.  I  worship  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution.  f.Vpplause  in  the  galleries 
and  on  the  Democratic  benches.)  But 
when  that  spirit  has  departed,  when  the 
divinity  has  been  dethroned  from  the 
altar,  I  no  longer  pay  my  homage  there. 
I  did  not.  in  his  grand  rhetorical  clima.M 
of  declamation,  hear  him  say  once  or 
intimate  e\en.  that  he  regarded  the 
Constitution.  He  lo\ed  the  linion  very 
much,  but  I  did  not  hear  him  at  any- 
time declare  that  he  had  any  re\erence 
for  the  Constitution."  > 

Mr.  Pryor  then  stated  that  he  was  a 
lover  (udy  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. ••  Vet  wlien  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  lias  been  exorcised  anil 
outraged,  then  there  is  no  longer  in  it  ' 
that  equity  anil  justice  which  our 
fathers  intended  to  breathe  into  it, 
wherewith  to  animate  the  inert  mass ; 
tlien  I  am  a  disnnionist.  Yes.  sir.  this 
■Glorious  Union,'  much  as  I  revere  it 
with  all  its  venerable  associations,  I 
would  rather  see  rent  and  torn  like  the 
fabled  body  of  Osiris,  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  repair  or  reorganization, 
than  bow  mv  neck   to  the  brute  will  of 
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n  niajurit}-.  iinlimitoil  and  unregulated 
Iiv  the  b|iirii  oi  the  Constitution." 
(Great  *appl:i use  on  the  Democratic 
benches  and  in  the  galleries.) 

••The  representatives  of  the  South, 
tlieniselves  ne\er  being  intimidated  by 
threats,  will  not  assume  that  other  per- 
sons are  to  be  controlled  in  their  course 
by  apprehension.  No,  sir,  the  occa- 
sion is  too  momentous.  In  truth,  I 
rather  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Penns\-lvania  (Mr.  Stevens)  yesterday, 
when,  in  a  tone  of  irony,  he  taunted  us 
with  having  over  and  over  again  in- 
du'.c;.?d  in  menares  uf  disunion.  So  we 
have.  We  have  threatened  and  re- 
solved, and  resolved  and  threatened, 
and  bacTced  out  from  our  threats  and 
recanted  our  resolutions,  until,  so  help 
me  God,  I  will  never  utter  another 
threat  or  another  resolution,  but  as  the 
stroke  follows  the  lightning's  flash,  so 
with  xn?,  acts  sh.all  be  coincident  and 
commensurate  with  words." 

Mr.  Pryor  fiercely  arraigned  the  Re- 
publicaa  party  and  IMr.  Sherman,  as  its 
representative  in  the  House,  and  spoke 
at  great  length  :  and  in  the  light  of 
events  which  have  since  transpired  the 
whole  speech  is  interesting  reading, 
showing  to  what  extent  the  convictions 
of  men  will  sometimes  carry  them  in 
periods  of  great  excitement. 

There  was  a  spicy  tlebate  between 
Mr.  Pryor  and  .Mr.  Xelson,  in  which 
.Mr.  Xelson  said  :  ■■  I  merely  wish  to 
say,  in  courtesy  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  I  intended  no  disres])ect 
to  him  in  the  obser\ation  I  made  that 
i    saw    no   logical    sequence    in   his    re- 


marks. The  gentleman  has  won  a  re- 
putation as  one  of  the  ablest  editors  in 
the  South,  of  his  ]jarty.  and  I  do  not 
by  any  means  wish  to  discredit  his  in- 
telligence, though  owing  to  the  unfor- 
tunate sentiments  he  has  ad\-ocated,  I 
do  not  wonder  that  he  did  not  come  ujj 
to- the  reputation  I  have  heard  of  him." 

A  second  ballot  for  Speaker  was  had 
at  about  5  P.  M..  with  no  election. 

On  December  8.  an  effort  was  made 
by  Mr.  Israel  Wa.shbnrn.  Jr..  Mr. 
Grow,  and  others,  to  stop  debate,  but 
it  failed.  Mr.  Reuben  Davis,  of  Missis- 
sippi, made  a  speech,  violent  in  man- 
ner, against  the  Republican  party,  and 
its  leading  men.  charging  that  Senator 
Seward  had  used  treasonable  language 
in  the  Senate  about  two  years  before, 
and  then  referred  to  Mr.  Wasliburn  as 
follows  : 

•'I  believe  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
— that  smallest  one  of  the  ^^''ashburn 
family* — (general  laughter)  used  about 
the  same  language  last  winter." 

This  was  one  quotation  made  by  Mr. 
Davis  from  Mr.  Seward's  speech  : 

'•Free  labor  has  at  last  apprehended 
its  rights,  its  interests,  its  powers  and 
its  destiny  :  and  is  organizing  itself  to 
assume  the  government  of  the  Republic 
in  the  territories  or  out  of  them,  where- 
ever  you  may  go  to  extend  sla\er\ . 
It  has    driven   you    back    in    California 

*There  were  three  Washburn  brothers  in  !he- 
Thtrty-Sixth  Congress,  members  of  the  House 
—Israel  Washburn,  Jr.,  of  Maine;  Elihu  B. 
\V.i>hl.urn,  uf  llUnois,  and  CadwaUider  C. 
Washburn,    uf    Wisconsin.       Israel.    Jr.,    was 
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and  Kansas;  it  will  iiivarlc  you  soon  in 
Delaware,  Mnrylanrl.  VirLnnia,  >rissouri 
and  Texa,s.  That  invasion  will  be  not 
merely  harmless  but  beneficial,  if  you 
.yield  reasonably  to  its  just  and  moder- 
ate demands."  Senator  Seward  was 
here  stating  the  demands  (;f  free  labor 
and  the  general  advance  of  the  anti- 
slavery  sentiments,  and  its  influence 
upon  slavery  everywhere.  Mr.  Davis, 
however,  did  not  so  construe  his  (Mr. 
Sewanl's)  remarks,  and  then  said; 
"That  is  exactly  what  John  Brown 
said,  in  that  if  we  would  allow  him  to 
take  our  niggers  off  without  making 
any  fuss  about  it  he  would  not  kill  any- 
body." Mr.  Davis  also  said  "that 
Virginia  iiad  hung  the  traitor  John 
Brown  and  may,  if  she  can  get  a  chance, 
hang  the  traitor  Seward."  (Laughter. J 
"We  have  repeatedly  refused  to  yield, 
and  you  have  sought  to  force  us  to 
yield  by  violence;  ami  Virginia  has 
met  it  with  violence  and  has  hung  the 
man  ;  and  Virginia  has  had  twenty-five 
hundred  men  under  arms  and  has 
defied  all' your  efforts  to  rescue  him." 
We  will  give  one  more  extract  from  this 
extraordinary  speech.  "Do  not  call 
us  disunionists  at  all  :  that  is  not  our 
policy.  I  know  what  yOu  are  after; 
you  are  a  m  3ney  loving  people.  (Laugh- 
ter.) \'ou  think  we  will  go  off  and 
leave  you  in  possession  (jf  this  fine 
house,  f  Loud  laughter. )  We  do  not 
mean  to  do  it.  You  think  you  will  get 
the  money  in  the  Treasury  now.  You 
think  you  will  get  the  Navy  and  the 
Army  with  arms  in  their  hands.  You 
are    mistaken.      We  are  going  to  bring 


that  Navy  to  put  down  this  rebelljon 
against  the  r.overnnient.  We  are 
going  to  bring  that  .\rmy  to  put  it 
down.  That  is  what  we  mean  to  do  ; 
and  we  will  hang  the  last  one  of  you." 
(Roars  of  laugluer.) 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Davis' 
speech,  Mr.  Edward  Joy  .Morris,  of 
Pennsylvania,  obtained  the  floor  and 
made  a  conservative  speech.  Referring 
to  the  Kansas  trouble,  he  paid  the  fol- 
lowing compliment  to  Mr.  Sherman: 
"Where  stood  my  honorable  friend 
from  Uhio?  With  his  back  firmly  set 
against  the  whole  power  of  this  wicked 
.Administration,  standing  up  nobly  for 
the  rights  of  the  people  against  the 
Government,  and  in  favor  of  law  and 
order.  There  he  stood,  and  for  his 
gallant  conduct  on  that  occasion  and 
in  that  struggle  he  shall  ha\-e  my  vote 
as  long  as  there  is  a  possibility  of 
electing  him  Speaker  of  the  House." 
(Applause  from  the  Republican 
benches.) 

Mr.  Morris  claimed  that  the  whole 
North  had  been  charged  "with  acts  of 
conspiracy  and  treason  against  the 
people  of  the  Southern  States,"  and 
said:  "  I  am  no  apologist  for  the 
North.  The  North  asks  no  apology. 
It  is  not  in  an  apologistic  mood;  it  has 
nothing  to  apologise  for.  It  is  loval  to 
the  Constitution  ;  it  is  loyal  to  thr 
L'nion." 

Mr.  Sydenham  Moore,  of  .Mabania, 
obtained  the  floor  and  approved  gener- 
ally of  the  sentiments  expressed  by  tin- 
representatives  from  the  South  in  the 
speeches    made    the    day    before,      flis 
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speech  was  a  defiant  one.  A  few  ex- 
tracts fron^  it  will  show  its  spirit  and 
tenor.  Speaking  of  the  Union  and  the 
sacrifices  wliich  he  was  willing  to  make 
on  account  of  it,  he  said:  '•  Hut  if  any 
sacrifices  are  to  be  made  of  the  least 
Constitutional  rights  of  the  South,  1 
for  one  am  not  prepared  to  make 
any,  let  the  consequences  be  disunion 
or  what  they  will.  Though  I  am  not  a 
disunionist,  yet  if  cherishing  that  senti- 
ment caused  me  to  be  regarded  as  a  dis- 
unionist, let  it  be  so.  I  take  the  res- 
ponsibility at  home  and  elsewhere,  and 
here  T  sav  that  I  do  not  concur  with 
the  declarations  made  yesterday  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  the 
election  «f  a  black  Republican  to  the 
Presidency  was  not  a  cause  for  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Union.  Whenever  a 
President  is  elected  by  a  fanatical 
majority  at  the  North,  those  whom  I 
represent,  as  I  believe,  and  the  gallant 
state  which  I  in  part  represent,  are 
ready,  let  the  consequences  be  what 
they  may,  to  fall  back  on  our  reserved 
riglits  and  say:  To  this  Union  we  have 
no  longer  any  lot  or  part  in  it!  If  this 
Union  is  to  come  to  an  end,  if  we  are 
forced  in  defence  of  our  Constitutional 
rights  to  secede  from  the  Union,  it  will 
be  for  the  North  to  determine  whether 
it  shall  be  peaceful  secession  or  not. 
As  to  being  forced  to  submit,  as  to  be- 
ing whipped  into  submission  as  some  of 
the  braggarts  of  the  North  have  threat- 
ened, we  ha\e  no  fears.  When  this 
union  was  formed  it  was  regarded  as  an 
e.\periiiient.  Patrick  Henry,  with  his 
matchless  eloiiuence,  and    many  others 


of  the  purest  and  best  patriots  of  the 
land,  men  who  had  devoted  themselves 
to  the  cause  of  the  Revolution,  opposed 
the  ratification  of  the  Constitution. 
They  believed  then  and  some  of  them 
predicted— (jne  I  remember  was  ben- 
jamin Harrison,  of  Virginia — tliat  if  the 
Union  was  formed,  the  Southern  states 
would  sink  down  to  mere  appendages 
of  the  North." 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  exciting 
speech  Mr.  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio, 
obtained  the  floor.  He  with  others 
was  getting  tired  of  hearing  threats  of 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union  if  the 
North  did  not  ••  toe  the  mark  "  better 
in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the 
Democratic  party  as  then  organized, 
particularly  the  Southern  part  of  it,  and 
that  portion  of  the  North  who  were  in 
sympathy  with  the  South.  And  on  his 
own  judgment  he  concluded  to  reply  to- 
those  threats  without  going  into  a  par- 
ticular discussion  of  the  slavery  question. 
Mr.  Corwin  was  one  of  Ohio's  most 
distinguished  men,  who  had  occupied 
high  and  important  positions  inhisown 
state  and  in  the  Government  at  \^■ash- 
ington,  and  he  was  a  \ery  eloquent 
man  and  was  well  known  throughout 
the  Union.  He  was  without  doubt  one 
of  the  most  entertaining  and  interesting 
stumpers  in  the  nation.  Other  Ohio 
men  were  as  able  if  not  more  able  than 
he,  but  few.  if  any,  of  Ohio's  distin- 
guished men  had  all  those  marked 
characteristics  which  made  him  a  power 
as  a  pojMilar  orator  whom  everybody 
delighted  to  hear.  The  expressions  of 
his  face  ^vlien  speaking  were   such    that 
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his  audience  could  detect  before  the_v 
were  uttered  the  flpshe?of  wit  and  bolts 
of  sarcasm  struggling  within  for  escape, 
and  the  adversary  at  whom  they  vi'ere 
aimed  was  sure  to  feel  their  force  and 
power.  He  was  witlial  a  conser\ati\  e 
man  and  not  as  pronounced  in  his 
anti-slavery  views  as  perhaps  a  majority  ' 
of  the  Republicans  who  then  had  seats 
in  Congress.  His  speech  was  attentively 
and  respectfully  listened  to  by  all  parties 
and  was  temperate  in  tone,  and  although 
all  his  utterances  were  not  concurred  in 
by  some  Republicans,  his  wit.  eloquence 
and  good  nature  in  its  delivery  had  a 
good  inlluence  upon  the  excited  and 
angry  members  from  the  South,  and  it 
brought* out  the  sentiments  of  some 
Democrats  from  the  Xorth  who  were 
then  in  party  sympathy  with  the  Demo- 
crats of  the  South,  and  it  did  ■•pour 
oil  upon  the  troubled  waters."  which 
Helper's  little  boo.k  had  disturbed.  In 
view  of  the  great  events  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  nation  since  this 
exciting  historic  contest  for  the  election 
of  Speaker  occurred,  extracts  from 
speeches  made  during  that  contest  can- 
not fail  to  be  interesting  reading  to 
those  who  are  anxious  to  ascertain  and 
understand  the  true  cause  of  the  war  of 
the  rebellion.  All  the  extracts  made 
are  taken  from  the  C('>ixn-s.<i<y/tai  G'.obr. 
containing  the  otTicial  prtx.-eedings  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Corwin  said  :  "-Mr.  Clerk.  [  feel 
some  embarrassment  in  rising  toaddress 
this  House,  although  it  is  not  of  the 
character  usually  alluded  to  on  such 
occasions.      I    am    perplexed    ?o    know 


what  are  the  proper  subjects  of  discus- 
sion beft-re  the  House,  if  House  it  may 
be  called.  I  remember,  sir.  on  an 
occasion  something,  like  this,  when 
the  House  was  engaged  two  or  three 
weeks  in  attempting  to  secure  its 
organization.  The  difficulty  then  was 
the  contested  election  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey.  We  obviated  the  diffi- 
culty in  reference  t(j  the  presiding 
officer  by  electing  a  member  of  the 
body,  the  \enerable  Mr.  Adams.  He 
presided  for  twenty  days  or  more,  at 
least  until  we  had  effected  an  organiza- 
tion. But  that  aside,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  do 
think  if  the  honorable  gentlemen  would 
consider  calmly  and  dispassionately  the 
purposes  for  which  we  ha\  e  been  sent 
by  our  respective  constituencies  to  this 
place,  they  would  see  that  it  must  be 
better  to  organize  the  House,  through 
which  organization  the  nujmentous 
topics  which  have  been  broached  here 
might  be  calndy  and  dispassionately 
discussed.  Ft  has  been  n!v  fortune  to 
witness  e\ery  one  of  the  crises  tf)  which 
gentlemen  <in  the  other  -«wle  of  the 
House  ha\e  referred.  I  was  here  in 
the  memondjle  period  of  what  is  called 
nullification.  1  was  here  during  that 
other  crisis  of  1850,  as  it  is  called.  If 
we  can  summon  back  the  spirit  which 
actuated  the  men  of  that  tiay,  all  these 
un]ileasant  occurences  of  tlic  past  few" 
da}s  would  disa[>pear,  and  we  would 
come  as  the  proper  representatives  of 
this  great  nation  ;  with  hearts  as  well  as 
heads,  to  do  this  work  in  a  proper  and 
pariiameiitar_\  manner.  I  have  heard 
with    jjain    the  constant   and    reiterated 
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tlircat,  by  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  tue  Ilijuse — thougii  I  do  not  in- 
tend toxriticise  their  taste  or  judge  of 
their  feelings  or  expressions — of  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  if  one  party  or 
another  should  happen  to  succeed. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  gentlemen  of 
the  South  would  be  willing  to  en- 
counter the  fatal  consequences  of  a  dis- 
ruption of  the  Constitutional  Confeder- 
acy, merely  because  a  particular  in- 
dividual shall  be  elected  Speaker  of  this 
House?"  (Several  voices  :  "Wedonot 
mean  that.") 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama:  "We  refer 
to  the  election  of  President." 

Mr.  Corw-in;  "If  then,  a  particular 
man  in  This  great  Confederacy,  should 
be  voted  into  the  Presidential  chair 
by  a  majority  of  the  people,  he  being 
called  a  Black  Republican,  is  that  suf- 
ficient for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union?" 
A  voice  from  the  Democratic  side  of 
the  House:    "I  am  for  it.      It  is." 

Mr.  T.amar:  "  AVill  the  gentleman 
allow  m^e  to  ask  him  if  Fillmore,  the 
candidate  for  whom  he  voted,  and 
around  whose  council  board  he  sat,  did 
not  express  tlie  very  sentiments  which 
he  here  denounced?" 

Mr.  CoTO-in  :  •■  I  did  not  denounce 
tiiose  sentiments.  I  denounce  nobody. 
I  am  willing  to  answer  all  questions 
liatiently.  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of 
a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi,  but  T  do  not 
wish  to  be  held  responsible  for  the 
opinion  of  others,  but  only  for  mvown. 
I  would,  liowever,  at  the  same  time  I 
am  answering  the  interrogatorv  of  the 


gentleman  from  Mississippi,  observe 
that  Mr.  Fillmore,  prior  to  his  election 
as  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
did  express,  in  a  very  formal  manner, 
every  opinion  held  by  the  Republican 
party  of  to-day.  But  I  find  that  when 
that  gentlemen  came  into  the  presi- 
dential chair,  he  so  administered  the 
government,  that  every  conservative 
man,  both  from  the  North  and  South, 
gave  him  credit  for  impartiality.  A 
president  may  belong  to  a  party  that 
may  urge  him  to  extremes — as  I  think 
there  are  modern  examples  of  that  sort. 
He  may  belong  to  a  party  that  may 
sometimes  push  him  a  little  from  the 
proper  path  of  good  policy,  but  it  is 
impossible  for  an  intelligent  man,  who 
understands  the  constitution  of  this 
country,  as  most  men  are  likely  to  do 
who  are  invested  with  the  presidential 
office,  to  do  wrong.  While  this  great 
branch  of  the  government,  the  law- 
making power  exists,  if  they  choose  to 
array  themselves  against  any  act  of  a 
President,  that  act  fs  as  chaff  before  the 
wind.  It  is  only  when  a  President  has 
the  voting  people  in  his  favor  and  a 
party  inflamed  with  the  lust  of  power, 
and  confident  of  their  strength  to  back 
him,  that  this  government  has  to  fear 
any  encroachment  of  the  President.  I 
have  never  read  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Sewan.1  referred  to  :  and  I  presume  that 
there  are  thousands  of  men,  devoted  to 
the  Republican  party,  these  last  two 
years,  who  ha',  e  never  heard  of  it,  and  for 
the  reason  that,  the  men  who  have  iu- 
rluence  in  that  party  do  not  consider 
themselves  the  worshippers  of  any  idol. 
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Nothing  more  unjust,  as  a  matter  of 
argument,  nutliiiig  more  I'lugical  in 
conclusions,  than  inferences  which  are 
often  drawn  from  the  speeclics  made  in 
this  hall,  ant!  other  occasions  when  such 
speeches  relate  to  political  question  in 
dispute  between  excited  political  par- 
ties." 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi  :  "  During 
the  last  session  of  Congress  Mr.  Gid- 
dings  presented  Mr.  Seward  as  the 
champion  of  the  Republican  party  on 
the  platfoim  of  principles  whicli  are 
embraced  in  that  speech  of  his.  and  I 
say  that  if  Mr.  Seward  be  the  repre- 
sentative of  that  party  then,  of  course, 
they  endorse  his  principles.  That  is 
what  I  nietin.'' 

Mr.  Corwin  ;  "  I  do  not  know  what 
Mr.  Giddiiigs  may  have  done,  but  I  do 
not  suppose  it  was  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Giddings  to  convoke  a  political  caucus 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  to 
make  a  nomination  at  that  time.  If  he 
had  such  an  intention,  it  would  ha\e 
been  his  dut\  to  send  for  me.  (Laugh- 
ter). There  may  have  been  gentlemen 
here  who,  from  their  attachments  to  the 
character  of  the  politics  of  Mr.  Seward, 
would  wish  to  see  him  President  of  the 
United  States.  Rut  I  repeat  tliere  is 
nothing  more  unjust  to  men  coniposiiig 
tlie  Repaljlicau  part\'  than  tu  charge 
them  with  a  (icierniination  to  elect  tliis 
or  tliat  man.  We  will  not  he  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  indi\idual  opinions  of 
anybody  anywhere.  ■  I  dt)  not  intend 
to  assume  here  or  anywhere  else  any 
sort  of  unautliuri/.ed  power,  Init  I  pro- 
fess to  be  as  nuicli  one  of  the  leatlersof 


the  Republican  \y.\rty  and  just  as  much 
an  caibodiment  of  that  party  a.s  Mr. 
Seward  or  any  other  man.  (Laughter). 
Now  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
undertook  to  criminate  Gov.  Seward  by 
charging  him  directly  with  complicity 
with  the  affair  of  John  Brown,  and  to 
prove  that,  he  makes  it  appear  to  us, 
according  to  his  argument,  that  Mr. 
Seward  announced  it,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  L'nited  States  a  year  and  a  half  ago 
before  it  happened,  that  Brown  was  to 
invade  Virginia.  .\  letter  is  also  re- 
ferred to,  written  by  a  person  named 
Forbes,  which  is  said  to  have  been 
found  in  John  Brown's  carpet  bag. 
N'ow,  until  a  grand  jury  shall  indict 
Mr.  Seward  for  murder  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  until  a  petit  jury  sliall  be 
sworn  to  try  him,  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  we  may  as  v.ell  rely  on  the  word  of 
Gov.  Seward,  rather  than  that  of  aman, 
who,  from  his  own  confession,  ought  to 
l)e  unworthy  of  credit.  I  mean  Mr. 
Forbes.  .  .  .  Xow  I  would  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  whether 
it  would  be  (|uite  fair  to  inculpate  agen- 
tleuKin  like  Mr.  Seward  in  the  atrocious 
and  abominable  act  of  John  Brown  on 
such  testiuHuiy  as  that  of  Forbes.  \ 
do  not  belie\e  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  w-ould  be  guilty  of  such  an 
injustice  as  that." 

Mr.  Davis,  ..t  Mississippi  :  ■•  Did  not 
Jolin  r.rown  believe  in  the  political 
doctrines  of  ?.Ir.  Sev.ard?" 

Mr.  C^mvin:  •■.-Vnd  if  he  diil.  docs 
that  imply  or  are  we  to  infer  from  it, 
that  e\ery  man  out  of  tlie  millions  who 
lia\e  voted  the  ticket  of  the  Republican 
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party,  would  t-ngage  in  the  Harper 
!''erry  movement?  Xow,  Mr.  Clerk, 
let  us  pul:  away  all  these  irregular  and, 
as  I  think,  ver\  uijust  modes  of  crimi- 
nating a  man,  by  referring  to  what  has 
been  done  by  the  South  or  what  has 
been  done  b)-  the  North.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  yuii  trace  the  lystory. 
from  its  birth  to  its  death,  of  any  polit- 
ical party  that  has  ever  existed,  even  in 
the  best  periods  of  the  British  monarchy 
in  modern  days  or  in  the  best  days  of 
this  blessed  Republic  of  ours,  every- 
body will  find  something  to  condemn  ; 
something  uhicli  lie  would  be  willing 
to  have  undone  ;■  something  which,  for 
the  honor  of  the  country  and  the  sake 
of  free  government,  everywhere,  it  were 
better  had  never  been  transacted,  and 
had  better  never  been  transferred  to  the 
pages  of  history.  I  am  sure  if  every 
man  examines  himself  as  with  a  lighted 
candle,  he  will  be  certain  to  findactsof 
his  life  which  he  will  regret  had  ever 
been  committed.  And  so  it  is  and  will 
be  with  parties  and  governments  so  long 
as  parties  and  governments  are  made 
up  of  falible  men." 

.Mr.  Corwin  then  referred  to  the  fart 
tliat  some  of  the  people  f)f  Ohio  in  1855 
tendered  their  services  in  common  with 
others,  to  Gen.  Jackson  to  quell  the 
rebellion  in  South  Carolina,  and  that 
a  portion  of  tlie  people  of  the  state 
since  that  time,  at  a  meeting  in  Ohio 
adopted  one  of  the  rescilntions  on  which 
the  main  dogma  of  nullification  was 
then  based.  Such  resolutions  as  Mr. 
Calhoun  offered  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  were  offered  bv  these  same  men 


at  a  meeting  held  in  the  town  of  Cleve- 
land, "  in  my  own  state,  touching  the 
safety  of  a  runaway  negro,  and  that 
these  e.xtravagencies  vvill  occur  'wliere 
liberty  of  speech  and  liberty  of  the 
press  '  are  allowed.  "We  all  say  there 
must  be  liberty  of  the  press.  . 
-A.nd  that  liberty  of  discussion  must  be 
permitted.  .  .  .  The  great  diffi- 
culty which  we  had  to  encounter  in 
Ohio,  during  the  last  Congress  was 
from  the  meetings  of  the  character  to 
which  I  have  referred.  I  presume  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  before  me  (Mr. 
Vallandigham;  with  whom  I  differ  on 
almost  every  subject,  unless  it  may  be 
that  of  original  sin  (laughter),  must 
know  this." 

Mr.  Vallandigham  ;  •■  \Vill"thegentle- 
man  allow  me  to  say  that  the  Governor 
of  Ohio,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  was  present 
and  addressed  that  meeting?" 

Mr.  Corwin  :  "  He  was,  and  he  ad- 
vised the  people  to  go  home  and  resort 
to  the  ballot  box  for  redress,  and  they 
did.  I  voted  for  Governor  Chase;  it 
was  the  best  thing  that  I  could  do.  \ 
am  quite  satisfied  with  that  vote.  My 
colleague  will  remember  that  Governor 
Chase  informed  them  at  that  meeting 
that  they  could  proceed  to  no  violence 
whatever,  and  they  must  redress  them- 
selves at  the  ballot  box.  As  a  proper 
executive  officer  he  denounced  the 
object  for  which  they  had  assembled, 
if  that  were  forcible  o|>^osition  to  law. 
.  Such  are  the  people  of  the 
Republican  party  of  Ohio,  of  which  it 
seems  I  stand  as  the  acknowledged 
leader       to-day.         (Great      laughter.) 
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x\s  to  thf  object  ot  that  part  to  which 
the  gentleman  froni  Mississippi,  Mr. 
Davis,  alFuded,  I  can  only  say.  so  far 
as  I  know,  and  I  believe  I  am  as  well 
acquainted  with  them  as  any  others  of 
their  great  leaders.  (Laughter)  They 
are  the  same  that  have  characterized 
all  the  great  con.ser^ative  parties  in  the 
history  of  our  constitutional  govern- 
ment .  .  .  But  I  do  not  mean  to 
be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  these 
matters  in  detail.  Let  it  suffice  that  I 
mention  the  fact,  and  for  it  1  mean  to 
hold  myself  responsible  as  a  lawyer. 
^C;v..L  applause)  ...  I  know  we 
have  but  two  points  of  compass  now  in 
our  political  geography — North  and 
South.  I  beg  gentlemen  of  the  South 
to  remember  tliat  there  are  in  our 
country  about  nine  millions  of  people 
who  reside  in  the  West  ;  that  they  have 
an  identity  of  language,  manners,  and 
social  systems,  although  they  ma_\  differ 
about  what  is  called  Democracy  .  .  . 
We,  of  the  West,  do  not  mean  to  be 
held  responsible  to  the  North  or  to  the 
South,  though,  with  Cod's  blessing, 
we  mean  to  preach  good  and  whole- 
some doctrines  to  both,  and  if  we  pos- 
sibh"  can,  preserve  and  cherish  fraternal 
relations  with  both.  I  had  occasion 
not  long  ago  to  listen  to  a  Boston  man. 
fie  is  called  a  Black  Republican,  "i'ou, 
at  the  South,  believe  that  Wei.ilell 
Phillips  is  an  exponent  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  of  the  North.  He  is  a  man 
of  large  talent  with  an  intellect  that 
,  would  do  credit  to  humanity  itself. 
Wendell  Phillips  preaches  the  very 
same   doctrines    that   vou  now  attribute 


to  Mr.  Seward,  and  which  Mr.  Seward 
would  no  more  act  upon  than  he  would 
commit  suicide  to-morrow.  (Applause 
in  the  galleries  and  from  the  Repub- 
lican benches.)  Mr.  Phillips  belongs 
to  that  school  of  politicians,  and  to 
those  transcendental  schools  that  we 
have  nov.-adays,  who  have  already  scaled 
the  heights  to  which  the  human  mind 
will  be  supposed  to  arrive  fifty  centuries 
hence." 

!Mr.  Corwin  continued  at  great  length 
amid  many  interruptions  and  replying 
to  numerous  questions.  His  answers 
were  prompt  and  frequently  to  the  great 
amusement  of  the  House,  and  showed 
great  tact  and  shrewdness.  He  admit- 
ted the  bravery  of  John  Brown  and  that 
ail  men  admired  it.  He  stated  that 
Governor  Wise  said  he  was  the  gamest 
man  he  ever  saw,  and  that  he  was  a 
sincere  man  and  he  would  trust  his 
w-ord  for  anything.  He  then  paid  his 
respects  to  the  Helper  book  and  agreed 
with  what  Mr.  Nelson  of  Tennessee 
said  about  it,  and  added  '•  that  man 
came  from  North  Carolina.  Ought 
we  not  to  make  war  upon  North  Caro- 
lina for  allowing  that  fellow  to  come 
among  us  and  publish  a  book  contain- 
ing ilocuments  of  an  incendiary  char- 
acter?" 

A  voice  from  the  Democratic  side: 
■■Who  published  it?  " 

Mr.  Corwin:  '•  I  do  not  know.  1 
imagine  the  press  might  be  much  better 
employed  in  publishing  our  speeches 
made  here,  though  I.  if  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  say  so  Iiere,  think  that 
would  be  rather  \ntux  business.      I  had 
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the  pleasure  of  iiirroiltici 
league,  Mr.  Slierman.  as 
for  the.  office  of  Speaker. 
was  char^jed  with   iiulorsin" 


i.C    my    f^oi- 

a  candidate 

I  knew  he 

that  book. 


see  how  far  he  niinht  Ije  liable.  (Laugh- 
ter.) I  did  iKjt  know  but  I  might  be 
held  liable  as  second  Indorser."  (Re- 
newL'd  laughter,  i 


looked   into       •  Chittv    on    Bills.'    to 


CH.VRLES 

Ch.\rlks  H.  Gere,  editor  of  th.e 
Nebraska  'Slate  Journal,  may  certainly 
be  counted  one  of  those  able  and  sa- 
gacious builders  of  the  great  North- 
west whose  deeds  have  been,  from 
time  to  time,  recorded  in  these  pages. 
As  statesman,  as  editor,  and  in  other 
lines  of  labor,  he  has  made  himself  felt 
with  beneficial  result,  and  still  stands 
foremost  in  the  rank,  and  pledged  by 
his  past  to  even  yet  more  etfecti\e 
labors  in  the  future.  He  has  been  an 
adopted  son  of  Nebraska  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century;  had  a  part  in 
laying  the  foundation  of  its  statehood 
and  in 'directing  the  policy  that  has 
brought  a  magnificent  development. 
and  in  carrying  forward  the  various  lines 
of  education  and  reform  that  have  made 
the  young  commonwealth,  in  some 
respects,  the  peer  of  any  in  the  land. 
Aside  from  his  distinctive  public  labors 
he  has,  as  a  man  of  intelligence  and 
energy,  a  citi/en  of  influeace  atid  higli 
moral  principle,  and  a  journalist  of 
broad  culture,  won  a  prominent  place 
in  the  aiilircciation  and  affections  of  the 
state. 

Like  many  men  who  liave  com[)assed 
a  wi<le  usefulness  and  won  extended  re- 
putation in  the  West.  Mr.  Cere  is  of 
Kastcrn  birth    and   parentage,      lie  was 


II.     OKRE. 

born  in  Gainesville,  (Jenessee  county, 
— now  Wyoming.— New  York,  the  son 
of  Horatio  N.  and  Julia  D.  (Grant) 
Gere.  The  family  is  one  well  known 
and  of  honorable  record  ;  Mr.  Gere's 
maternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Isaac  Grant, 
being  a  volunteer  from  Connecticut  in 
the  w.-ir  of  the  Resolution,  serving  with 
Wayne  at  the  storming  of  Stony  I'oint. 
and,  with  his  brother  was  for  some  time 
an  inmate  of  the  I'ritisli  hulk  Groi- 
i<fiu>r.  a  prison  ship  in  New  York. 
With  the  exception  of  his  brother  he 
was  the  0[dy  survivor  of  his  company. 
— raised  at  Litchfield — at  the  close  of 
the  war.  Tracing  the  ancestral  tree 
back  through  the  paternal  lines,  we  find 
that  the  Geres  settled  in  New  England 
in  1632,  and  an  ancestor  was  a  high 
sheriff  in  Massachusetts  l^efore  tiie 
Re\olution.  Another  ancestor,  Capt. 
John  Gere,  was  burned  at  the  stake,  in 
colonial  times,  by  hostile  Indians. 

Tlte  early  years  of  Charles  H.  Gere 
were  passed  in  Anne  Arundel  county, 
.Maryland,  and  Chenango  county,  New 
\  ork,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  day.  afterwards  fitting 
himself  for  college  at  O.\ford  Academy. 
lie  graduated  from  Dickinson  college, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  class  of  1S61.  He 
then  taught  for  a    vear   in   an  acadenuc 


MAGAZINE    OF    WESTERN   HISTORY. 


institution 'in  Pennsylvania,  and  another 
in  the  publii-  schools  of  r.nltiniorc. 
When  L^e  invaded  Pennsylvania  he  put 
into  execution  a  desire  and  purpose 
before  held,  by  leaving;  the  school  room 
a«A  ewHstini;  in  the  Tenth  M:ir\huid 
Iivf*Oitry.  He  afterwards  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eleventh  Infantry  regiment 
which  .was  also  recruited  in  lialtimore. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service,  being  honorably  dis- 
charged on  June  zo,  1S65. 

In  tbe  days  of  school  life,  the  young 
man  had  decided  upon  the  law  as  his 
avocation,  and  gave  such  time  as  he 
could  to  a  course  <if  reading  for  the 
same;  and  soon  after  his  return  to 
civil  TiTeJie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at" 
Baltimore. 

1^l|*ttfully  concluding  that  the  West 
with  its  opening  opjiortunity  and  ad- 
vanciiig  importance,  was  the  best  place 
in  which  youth  and  energy  could  de- 
velop tlicmselves,  .Mr.  Gere,  immedi- 
ately upon  his  formal  entrance  upon 
his  profession,  proceeded  to  Nebraska, 
to  which'place  his  family  hud  emigrated 
from  Neij-  \'ork  some  eight  years 
previous.  He  o|jened  a  law  oftice  in 
fawnee  City  and  was  soon  prominently 
identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
place.  He  was  elected  to  the  first  state 
legislature  upon  the  Republican  ticket  in 
rS66,  becoming  a  member  of  a  body  of 
sonie  historical  importance,  as  it  was 
that  legislature  that  elected  the  two 
first  United  States  Senators  in  accord- 
ance with  the  enabling  act  for  the  ad- 
missijin  of  Nebraska  into  the  Union. 
Upr)n  the  formal  admission  of  the  state 


in  the  folhnving  .March,  .Mr.  Gere  be- 
came the  private  secretary  of  Gov. 
Rutler.  Upon  the  location  of  the 
capital  of  the  state  at  Lincoln,  he  en- 
gaged in  journalism,  establishing  a 
newspaper  at  the  new  seat  of  govern- 
ment— an  e\ent  which  was  the  begin- 
ning of  Mr.  Gere's  career  in  a  profes- 
sion he  has  so  highly  adorned,  and  in 
which  he  has  won  such  signal   success. 

This  new  journalistic  ventur«  was  at 
first  called  the  Commom^'callh.  but  two 
years  later  the  name  was  changed  to 
the  State  Journal,  under  which  title  it 
has  become  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  intluential  of  tlie  journals  of  the 
Northwest.  In  the  spring  of  rS6cS  Mr. 
Gere  removed  to  Lincoln,  and  devoted 
his  entire  energies  to  his  newspaper, 
having  been  its  editor-in-chief  and  one 
of  its  proprietors  from  its  establish- 
ment. 

l?ut  .Mr. .Gere's  peculiar  fitness  for 
the  disctiarge  of  important  public  trusts. 
caused  the  people  to  once  more  call 
him  to  a  place  of  public  usefulness.  In 
the  fall  of  1S6S  he  was  elected  to 
the  state  senate,  representing  a  district 
composed  of  five  counties.  He  ser\-ed 
here  two  years,  and  was  identifietl  with 
the  inception,  advance,  and  fruition  of 
many  important  measures  that  have 
inured  for  Nebraska's  good.  He  was 
chairman  <.>f  the  committee  on  educa- 
tion, and  reported  the  bill  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  state  university,  and 
framed  and  took  charge  of  the  bill  for 
the  erection  of  the  first  university  build 
ing.  He  was  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee on   railroads,  and    drafted  and   had 
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rharge  nf  the  bill  that  e\entually  passed 
to  distrib^'.te  the  interna!  iniprr;\-emcr,t 
lands  af  the  state,  amoni^  surh  roads  as 
should  first  build  within  a  limited 
period. 

He  was  siibsei|uently  chairman  of  the 
Republiran  State  Central  Committee 
and  served  four  consecutive  terms,  per- 
forming its  arduous  duties  satisfactorily. 
He  was  elected  to  the  convention  of 
1875  that  framed  the  present  state  con- 
stitution, and  took  an  acti\e  part  in  the 
deliberations  of  tliat  body.  In  iSSohe 
was  again  elected  to  the  state  senate, 
and  ser\-pd  a";  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ^Vays  and  Means,  and  among  the 
bills  introduced  and  put  through  by  him 
was  a  revision  of  the  school  law. 

In  1SS2  Mr.  Gere  was  appointed  by 
(jov.  Xance  a  member  of  the  board  of 
regents  of  the  state  university,  to  till  a 
vacancv,   and    has    been    twice    elected 


since  that  time  to  the  same  position. 
He  was  soon  after  the  appointmetit, 
made  president  of  the  board,  and  has 
continued  to  till  that  position  until  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Gere  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  ever  given  them  and  the  party  his 
earnest  and  helpful  support,  not  only 
through  the  columns  of  his  journal,  but 
upon  the  rostrum,  and  in  the  quiet  in- 
fluence of  private  life.  An  experienced 
parliamentarian,  and  of  magnetic  pres- 
ence, he  has  been  chosen  the  presiding 
officer  of  three  Republican  state  con- 
ventions, since  his  entry  into  politics. 

Mr.  Gere  was  married  to  Mariel  E.. 
only  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  John 
Claphani,  of  \\'ashington,  D.  C  in 
1S71.  One  son  and  three  daughters 
ha\e  been  the  fruit  of  that  union.  The 
daughters  are  living. 
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DuRisG  the  summer  of  17S7.  from 
July  to  the  last  of  November,  Capt. 
Zeigler  accompanied  Harmar  on  his 
Western  expedition  for  the  purpose  of 
treating  with  the  Indians  and  deciding 
difficulties  among  settlers  about  public 
and  private  property.  The  regiment 
embarked  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  or 
what  is  now  Louisville,  for  Port  St. 
Vincent,  or  Vincennes.  Indiana,  July 
S,  T7S7.      .Vt  Pigeon's  Creek,  one  hun- 


dred miles  above  the  falls,  the  baggage 
was  sent  up  the  Wabash  River  in  boats 
with  an  escort  of  one  hundred  men, 
part  of  them  belonging  to  Zeigler's 
company.  The  Indians  attacked  one 
of  the  boats  on  July  J7th.  killing  one  of 
Zeigler's  men.  They  also  the  same 
day  killed  a  number  of  the  settlers. 
This  little  fleet  of  open  boats  filled  with 
soldiers  in  tlie Continental  uniform,  the 
men   constantlv  on    the    watch,  for    the 
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Indians  who  lurked  on  the  shores  of 
tlie  Wabash  which  otherwise  iuir.sed 
through  an  almost  uninhabited  wilder- 
ness, must  have  presented  a  pretty  and 
romantic  spectacle  to  any  infrequent 
hunter  or  lishernian  who  chanced  to 
approach  the  river  as  Zeigler's  com- 
mand, the  sunlight  glancing  on  their 
weapons  an(i  buttons,  rowed  silently 
toward  Vincennes.  At  night  they  dis- 
embarked, tied  their  bcjats  to  conveni- 
ent trees,  and  encampeil  to  sup 
and  sleep  and  breakfast  in  carefully 
patrolled  and  guarded  cam  [is,  their 
fires  smoking  and  smoldering  long  after 
they  had  departed  in  the  early  morning 
hours,  and  the  last  boat  had  disap- 
peared from  sight. 

From  Port  St.  \'incent- Zeigler's  and 
Strong's  companies  marcheii  ti'.riuigh 
the  woods  to  Fort  Finney.  Starting  at 
II  A.  M.,  October  ist.  ai\d  arri\  ing 
October  7th  a  little  before  sunset  ;ifter 
a  fatiguing  march,  though,  as  Buel 
records  in  his  Journal,  the  t  lur  was 
more  pleasant  than  it  was  when  thev 
made  it  in  July. 

While  at  Fort  Finney  on  October  jiS. 
1787,  Col.  Harmar  ••received  the  brevet 
commission  with  pay  and  emoh;nients 
of  a  Brigadier-General.'"  and  left  im- 
mediately, accompanied  by  (^nurter- 
master  Pratt  and  Adjutant  Deunv.  for 
Fort  Harmar  in  a  barge.  w\\\\  a  scrgeai\t 
and  fourteen  men.  Zeigler's  and 
Strong's  compaiues  were  ordered  to 
follow  the  ne.xt  day  and  Major  Wvlys 
with  Finney's  and  Mercer's  companies, 
to  reniahi  at  Fort  Fiuuey.  i  i.e  two 
companies  ■•embarked  for  Fort  Harmar 


October  39.  making  about  fifteen  miles 
a  di.iy  up  stream,  encam))ing  on  the 
shore  every  night  and  embarking  early 
in  the  morning.  They  had  a  fine 
breeze  and  reached  .Muskingum  Novem- 
ber J  I.  at  10  .V.  .\1..  and  took  posses- 
sion of  their  old  (.[uarters  at  Fort  Har-  ■ 
mar,"  where  they  spent  the  following 
winter. 

The  time  for  which  tile  men  now  in 
the  service  were  enlisted  did  not  expire 
till  midsummer,  17SS,  but  it  was 
thought  advisal-)le  to  secure  recruits  and 
bring  them  west  in  season.  CaptS- 
Zelgler  and  Bradford  and  Lieutenant 
Pratt  volunteered  to  go  to  their  res- 
pective states  to  recruit,  and  started 
Fast  .May  9th.  On  .\pril  7th  of  tliis 
year  the  Mayflower,  laden  with  Gen. 
I^ufus  Putnam  and  the  directors  of  the 
Ohio  company,  landed  at  Muskingum 
and  laid  the  foundations  of  Ma  rietta.  The 
officers  of  the  little  army  stationed  a-t 
Fort  Harmar,  had  a  special  and  p.er- 
,sonal  interest  in  this  colony  for  they 
were  nearly  all  shareholders  in  the  Ohio 
company.  Daviil  Zeigler  owned  two 
shares. 

Captain  Zeigler  and  his  compan\  of 
Pennsylvania  recruits  arrived  at  Fort 
Ffarmar  on  the  9th  of  September, 
escorting  from  Fort  Pitt  Gen.  Butler. 
Capt.  O'Hara  and  the  friendly  chief 
Cornplanter.  with  about  lifty  Seneca 
Indians,  who  came  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  the  United  States  Government. 
Major  Denny  says  that  "  Zeigler 
and  his  party  were  recei\-ed  with 
a  salute  of  three  rounds  of  cannon 
and     the     music;"     and      Rruel     savs : 
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"  We  saluted  them  u-ith  our  field 
pieces  which  they  returned  vvith  a 
running  fire  from  their  ritlci."  As  the 
boats  came  into  \  lew  everybody  turned 
out  to  gaze  at  the  pretty  sight.  A  num- 
ber of  ladies  and  children  had  joined 
the  colony  at  Marietta  during  the  sum- 
mer and  they  enlivened  the  group  of 
soldiers  and  citizens  who  watched  the 
landing  of  the  Indians  and  their  military 
escort.  Dr.  Manasseh  Cutler,  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Ohio  company,  was 
visiting  Marietta  at  this  time  and,  from 
a  boat  on  the  river,  saw  the  imposing 
spectacle,  which  made  a  great  impres- 
sion on  the  imaginations  of  all  the 
diarists  who  witnessed  and  described  it. 
"  SooTi  after  we  left  the  Point,"  Dr. 
Cutler  says;  in  his  interesting  Journal, 
"  saw  the  soldiers  and  a  number  of  In- 
dians expected  from  Fort  Pitt,  coming 
down  on  the  other  side  of  Kerr's  Island. 
We  crossed  the  river  and  met  them. 
Capt.  Zeigler  commanded  the  company 
of  new  levies  of  lifty-flve  men.  There 
were  about  fifty  Indians  in  canoes 
lashed  together.  The  soldiers  were 
paraded  in  a  very  large  boat — stoc.)d  up 
on  a  platform  and  were  properly  pa- 
raded with  the  American  flag  in  the 
stern.  Just  as  we  got  up  with  them 
they  began  to  fire  by  ])latoons.  .Vfter 
they  had  fired,  the  Indians  fired  from 
their  canoes  singly,  or  rather  confused- 
ly. The  Indians  had  two  small  flags 
of  thirteen  stripes.  They  were  an- 
swered from  the  garrison  by  train 
who  fired  three  field  pieces ;  flag 
hoisted."  Zeigler  was  noted  as  a 
drill     master     and     di.sciplinarian,     as 


well  as  for  his  personal  bravery. 
Major  Denny  says,  in  his  Military 
Journal,  after  describing  the  arrival  of 
Cornplanier  and  the  United  States 
soldiers  at  Fort  Harmar  ;  "  Zeigler  is  a 
German,  ami  had  been  in  the  Saxon 
service  previous  to  our  late  war  with 
England.  Takes  pride  in  having  the 
handsomest  company  in  the  regiment  ; 
to  do  him  justice  his  company  has  been 
always  considered  the  first  in  point  of 
discipline  and  appearance.  Four-fifths 
of  the  company  have  been  Germans. 
Majority  of  the  present  are  men  who 
served  in  Germany." 

In  December.  lySy.  Gen.  Harmar, 
leaving  Cap.  Zeigler  with  twenty  sol- 
diers at  Fort  Harmar,  left  Marietta  for 
Fort  Washington  taking  three  hundred 
men  with  him.  In  the  following  autumn. 
September.  i;90,  Harmar  undertook 
the  expedition  against  the  Indian  vil- 
lages, near  the  present  city  of  Fort 
Wayne,  which  ended  in  a  retreat  to 
Fort  Washington.  The  real  object  of 
the  campaign  was.  however,  accom- 
plished b}-  a  party  of  six  hundred  militia 
under  Col.  Hardin,  including  fifty 
regulars  commanded  by  Capt.  Zeigler. 
They  burned  the  deserted  villages,  de- 
stroyed corn,  fruit  trees,  provisions  and 
all  the  property  of  the  Indians.  This 
necessary  destruction  of  the  possessions 
of  the  sa\ages  caused  them  much  suffer- 
ing. .\  white  man  who  was  a  captive  at 
this  time,  though  he  had  no  reason  to 
love  tl'.e  Indians,  was  so  impressed  by 
what  seemed  to  him  tlie  vand.i.lism  of 
the  Soldiers — the  sadden  effacement  of 
the  pleasant  villages,  barns  and  orchards 
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on  which  years  of  labor  had  been  ex- 
pended— that  he  could  neverafterwards 
hear  Harmas's  name  mentioned  without 
accusing  him  of  wanton  cruelty  and  ex- 
pressing his  detestation  of  him.  Burnet 
says,  in  justification  of  this  campaign, 
in  Notes  on  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory, that  ''the  sa\-ages  made  vigorous 
efforts  to  harrass  and  break  up  the 
American  settlements  in  which  they 
must  have  succeeded,  but  for  the  total 
destruction  of  their  property  and  pro- 
visions just  at  the  approach  of  winter. 
"Harmar's  army  nominally,  though 
really  much  smaller,  consisted  of 
live  hundred  Pennsylvania  and  one 
thousand  Kentucky  militia,  beside 
three  huniired  and  twenty  men 
of  the  First  I'.'  S.  Infantry  and 
a  battery  of  U.  S.  Artillery.  The 
Kentucky  militia  were  very  insubordi- 
nate, less  in  number  than  had  been 
ordered  out,  poorly  equipped,  and  con- 
sisted-principally  of  old  men  or  boys, 
substitutes  who  had  ne\er  fired  a  gun, 
instead,  as  should  have  been  the  case,  of 
smart,  active  woodsmen,  well  accus- 
tomed to  arms,  eager  and  alert  to  re- 
venge the  injuries  done  them  and  their 
connections."  The  Pennsylvanians 
were  even  worse  than  the  Kentuckians. 
The  Kentucky  volunteers  were  noted 
for  insubordination  as  late  as  the  war  of 
1S12.  Traditions  still  linger  in  I)ay-' 
ton,  Ohio,  which  was  the  rendezvous 
for  the  western  militia,  of  the  border- 
ruffian-like  conduct  of  the  hunters  from 
across  the  Ohio  river  who  entered  stores 
and  dwellings  and  helped  themselves  to 
what  they  fancied,  without  asking  leave 


or  making  payment.  One  of  their 
favorite  amusements  was  putting  their 
heads  into  doors  or  windows  and  giving 
a  fearful  Indian  war  whoop  to  frighten 
women  and  children. 

After  disbanding  his  army  at  Fort 
Washington,  Harmar  went  to  Philadel- 
phia, resigned  his  commission,  and  de- 
manded a  Court  of  Inquiry,  wluch  met 
at  Fort  Washington,  September  15, 
1 791,  and  adjojirned  on  the  22nd. 
The  members  of  the  court  were  unan- 
imously of  the  opinion  that  the  personal 
conduct  of  the  General  was  irreproach- 
able, and  that  he  deserved  high  appro- 
bation for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
handled  the  array  and  conducted  the 
expedition.  Capt.  Zeigler  was  one  of 
the  principal  witnesses,  and  testified: 
"  Some  time  had  elapsed  before  the 
different  corps  and  battalions  could  be 
organized,  on  account  of  rank — the 
militia  officers  disputing  for  the  com- 
mand—and after  a  good  deal  of  exertion 
by  Gen.  Ilarmar  they  commenced  their 
march,  September  30,  1790,  the  militia 
under  t'ol.  Hardin  having  been  sent  on 
a  few  days  before.  October  3rd,  they 
joined  the  militia.  He  observed  that 
the  order  of  march,  encampment, 
motions,  etc.  would  have  done  honor 
to  the  first  officers  either  in  America  or 
Europe.  All  necessary  precautions 
were  obser\'ed  to  gain  the  point  the 
General  set  out  for.  On  the  15th  of 
October,  he  (Zeigler)  was  sent  out  with 
fifty  regulars  and  600  militia  com- 
manded by  Col.  Hardin.  They  were 
victorious,  burning  the  \il!ages,  etc. 
On  the  loth.  Col.  Trotter  was  detached 
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with  300  rp.iittia  and  thirty  regulars. 
Tlie  men  in  t!'.e  rear  on  discovering  the 
Indian*  would  not  come  up.  Tlie  mil- 
itia  lied  in  the  most  shameful  manner 
and  the  Federals  were  sacrificed. 
October  21st  the  army  started  for  Fort 
Washington.  On  the  night  of  October 
2ist  a  force  of  400  was  sent  out  under 
Major  Wyl!\-s,  but  defeated  by  militia 
running  ahead  and  leaving  Major 
Wyllys  unsupported.  The  good  of  the 
service  was  Harmar's  constant  study, 
but  it  was  impossible,  on  account  of 
the  insubordination  of  the  militia,  for 
him  to  turn  bark  his  army  and  renew 
the  attack  cui  the  Indians.  Zeigler 
never  permitred  his  men  to  go  thirty 
yards  from  camp,  but  the  militia 
strolled  off  as  far  as  the_\'  pleased 
and  were  a  complete  rabi>le.  One 
htindred  and  twenty  warriors  could 
have  defeated  them  on  the  15th  of 
October.  Capt.  Doyle  would  have 
been  justified  in  arresting  some  of  the 
officers  and  sending  them  home,  but 
had  he  done  so  would  have  broken  up 
the  whole  army."  The  loss  of  the 
Americans  during  Harmar's  exj)edition 
was  one  hundred  and  eighty.  Two 
federal  and  nine  militia  ofiicers  were 
killed.  The  Indians  lost  one  hundred 
and  twenty  men.  At  the  close  of  this 
campaign  Capt.  Zeigler  was  ordered 
back  to  Fort  Harmar  wlierehe  rcn;ained 
in  command  till  St.  Clair's  expedition 
was  organized. 

Incensed  by  Harmar's  destructive 
campaign  the  Indians,  on  the  evening 
of  January  2,  1791,  attacked  the  settle- 
ment at  Big  Bottom  and  killed  or  took 


prisoners  fourteen  persons.  In  regard 
to  this  massacre  Zeigler  wrote  from 
Fort  Harmar  on  January  Sth  to  Gov. 
St.  Clair  who  was  in  Philadelphia  : 
"  I  have  the  misfortune  to  inform  you 
that  on  the  second  instant,  in  the 
eveaing,  tlie  settlement  called  Big  Bot- 
tom, consisting  of  sixteen  men,  one 
woman  and  t\vo  children  was  destroyed 
b\  the  savages,  and  only  two  men 
•  escaped  and  three  supposed  taken 
prisoners  as  the  bodies  were  not  found. 
As  soon  as  I  got  acquainted,  assisted 
Col.  Sprout,  (Commander  of  Ohio 
Company's  militia)  to  make  a  detach- 
ment with  as  many  men  as  I  possiblv 
could  spare  towards  the  settlement  : 
the  Indians  were  gone  before  the  party 
arrived." 

.In  the  fall  of  1791  Gen.  St.  Clair 
who  succeeded  Harmar  as  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  army,  began  his  cam- 
paign against  the  Indians.  His  army 
contained  2,000  men.  On  the  4th  of 
November  occurred  the  terrible  reverse, 
known  in  history  as  •'  St.  Clair's  de- 
feat." '■  The  Indians  being  in  their 
own  country  easily  surprised  and  sur- 
rounded the  army  before  day  break, 
and  safely  hidden  behind  trees  and 
stumps,  fired  at  them  from  every  direc- 
tion. They  could  skip  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  bayonet  and  return  as  they 
pleased.  They  were  \isible  only  when 
raised  by  a  charge.  The  ground  was 
literally  covered  with  the  dead."  So 
dreadful  was  the  appearance  of  the 
battle-field,  tiie  ilespair  and  fright  of 
the  soldiers,  the  distress  of  the  wounded, 
that  Major  Denny  used  to  declare  that 
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he  could  not  endure  to  describe  or 
think  of  the  3_eaes  he  wirnusscd  ou  that 
fatal  day.  •  Thirty-seven  officers  and 
593  pri\ates  v.-ere  killed  or  missing; 
thirty-one  ohicers  and  352  privates 
were  wci'.'.iidei.!.  The  battle  lasted  from 
six  till  nine  A.M.  when  the  panic- 
sticken  army  began  their  retreat  to 
Fort  Jefferson,  and  thence  starting  at 
ten  P..M.  to  Fort  ^Vashington.  Fortu- 
nately they  were  not  pursued  by  "those 
banditti"  as  Major  Zeigler  called  the 
Indians. 

Major  L)enny  says  that  the  first  regi- 
ment, ••  the  only  ronipletc  and  best 
disciplined  portion  of  the  army  had 
been  ordered  back  upon  the  road  on 
the  3tst  of  Octofier.  They  were  thirty 
mile's  from  the  battle  ground  when 
they  heard  distinctly  the  firing  of  the 
cannon,  were  hastening  fora-ard  and 
had  marched  about  nine  miles  when 
met  by  some  of  the  militia  who  in 
formed  Major  Hamtramck,  the  Com- 
manding otricer,  that  the  army  was 
totally  destroyed.  The  Major  judged 
it  best  to  send  on  a  subaltern  to  obtain 
some  knowledge  of  things,  and  to  return 
himself  with  the  regiment  to  Fort  Jef- 
ferson, eight  miles  back,  and  to  secure 
at  all  events  that  post.  He  had  made 
some  arrangements,  and  as  we  arrived 
in  the  evening  foimd  them  preparing 
again  to  meet  us."  The  defeated  army 
reached  Furt  ^\'ashington  the  Sth  of 
November  after  an  exhausting  march. 

A    few    weeks  after  his  defeat   Gen. 


St  Clair  went  to  Philadelphia,  leaving 
Major  Zeigler,  wlio  was  promoted  Dec- 
embjr  29,  1791,  at  Fort  Washington, 
where  he  continvied  in  command  of  the 
United  States  Army  for  about  six  weeks. 
In  January,  1792,  a  Congressional  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  at  the  request  of 
St.  Clair,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  failure  of  his  campaign.  Major 
Zeigler  was  summoned  as  a  witness, 
and  in  his  testimony  shifted  the  blame 
for  the  defeat  from  St.  Clair's  to  the 
inefficient  quartermaster's  shoulders, 
testifying  that  the  ammunition,  guns, 
clothing,  provisions,  axes,  and  every- 
thing provided  for  the  army,  was  of 
the  poorest  character,  and  furnished  so 
late  in  the  season  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  tlie  General  to  begin  his 
expedition  at  th.e  time  proposed.  Axes 
were  an  important  item  to  the  soldiers 
as  they  were  obliged,  besides  building 
the  log  forts.  Hamilton  and  Jefferson, 
to  cut  a  road  tlirough  the  trees  and 
bushes.  The  Congressional  committee 
reported  :  ••  Tliat  in  their  opinion  the 
failure  of  the  late  expedition  can  in  no 
respect  be  imputed  to  the  conduct  of 
the  coiumanding  General,  either  at  any 
time  before  or  during  the  action."  In 
1702.  probably  while  in  Philadelphia  as 
a  witness  for  St.  Clair,  Major  Zeigler 
resigned  his  commission  in  the  army. 
He  settled  as  a  merchant  in  Cincinnati 
where  he  lived  til]  his  death  in  iSii. 
Mary  V> .  Stkki.k. 
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HI. 

CHARLES    MACKENZIE    DINSMOOE,    A.M.,    M.   D. 


Fortunate  is  the  professional  mini 
in  this  day  of  hard  struggle  and  com- 
petition who  wins  success  and  position 
despite  all  disadvantaLtes;  more  fortu- 
nate is  he  if  the  rewards  of  his  toil 
come  before  he  iscompelled  by  advanc- 
ing years  and  infirmities  to  lay  down 
his  work.  Of  this  latter  class  is  Charles 
?vtacken7le  Dinsmi.)or.  A.  M..  ^t.  D.,  of 
Omaha.  So  great  has  been  the  measure 
of  his  success  that  it  becomes  a  pleasure 
to  inquire  intQ..  the  causes  wliich  have 
tended  to  produce  it.  We  find  he  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  inheriting  the 
mental  power  and  perseverance  on  the 
one  side  combined  with  the  enthusiasm 
and  geniality  of  the  other.  His  pater- 
nal ancestor.  Capt.  John  ninsmoor, 
emigrated  from  Londonderry.  Ireland, 
as  early  as  1750,  settling  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  founding  the  town  of 
Derry.  His  maternal  grandfather. 
Deacon  Charles  Mackenzie,  came  to 
our  shores  with  his  father  from  the 
county  of  .^\er,  Scotland,  in  17^6.  and 
settled  in  .Vew  Boston,  Xew  Hamp- 
shire. .\fterwards,  in  about  the  vear 
1770.  both  paternal  and  maternal 
grandparents  made  their  homes  in  the 
town'  of  Hartland.  ^\  indsor  county. 
Vermont,  where  some  of  their  descend- 


ants still  reside  upon  the  old  home- 
steads. Here  was  born  August  ist. 
1S2S,  Charles  Mackenzie  Dinsmoor. 
the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  children. 
L'ntil  the  age  of  eighteen  he  lived  with 
his  grandfather,  Deacon  Charles  Mac- 
kenzie, doing  farm  work  and  attending 
the  district  school.  He  was  fitted  for 
college  at  Kimball  I'nion  Academv.  at 
Meriden.  Xew  Hampshire,  and  re- 
ceived his  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
from  Waterville  College,  ^Laine.  His 
nati\e  tastes  led  him  to  adopt  the 
medical  profession  and  he  pursued  his 
studies  with  the  late  Drs.  Ira  War- 
ren, of  Boston,  and  Horace  Green,  of 
N"ew  York;  also  at  the  Vermont  Medi- 
cal College,  and  at  the  Harvard  Medi 
cal  College,  where  he  took  a  partial 
course,  completing  them  at  the  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College  and  Hospital  of 
Chicago.  From  the  Missouri  Homceo- 
pathic  Medical  College  of  St.  Louis. 
^[issouri.  he  received  in  iSSi  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  M.  D. 

After  following  his  profession  for 
several  years  in  Massachusetts,  Indiana 
and  Missouri,  he  came,  in  1S7S,  to 
Omaha,  where  he  has  built  up  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice.  The  high 
standing     and     professional     aiiility    of 
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Dr.  l.)insii:our  no  one  cnn  gainsay. 
Rt-ady  and  arrnr^tt'  in  d'-tef-'''-^'  i-he 
nature  of,  disease,  while  in  the  treat- 
ment careful,  skillful  and  sticcc^si'Mi,  he 
is  regarded  as  an  authority  ot  ciniiience 
among  medical  men  of  liis  o'.va  S':hooi 
in  the  West,  while  men  of  otherschools 
recognize  and  respect  his  ahilily  and 
integrity.  Many  professional  lienors 
have  been  bestowed  upon  Dr.  Diusnioor 
since  his  residence  in  Omaha.  He  is  a 
'  member  of  the  Nebraska  State  Honije- 
opathic  Medical  Society,  of  whicli  he 
has  been  president;  of  the  \'."estcrn 
Academy  of  Tlomwopathy,  of  which  he 
lias  been  vice-president;  also  a  member 
of  the  Associated  Alumni  of  Hahne- 
mann Meiljcal  College  and  Hospita!  of 
Chicago,  which  he  has  serveil  as  presi- 
dent; anil  of  the  .\niericau  Institute  of 
Homceopathy. 

Although  devoted  to  his  profession. 
I>r.  Dinsmoor  has  by  no  means  neglect- 
ed the  fnany  duties  which  have  fallen 
to  his  lot  as  a  citi/en  to  perform,  and 
in  many  ways  has  hi.s  public  spirit 
raanifested'itseU.  To  his  t-reiiit  iniiyit 
be  said  its  tendency  has  aiways  I.ecii 
towards  objects  promotive  of  fr.iJerniiy 
and  charity.  This  could  only  proceed 
from  a  genera!  kindliness  of  disposi- 
tion and  a  very  sympathetic  nature. 

Of  the  order  of  the  Knights  of 
I'ythias  he- is  one  of  the  m.isi  artive 
aml  inllueutial  members,  belonging  u. 
Nebraska  Lodge  Xo.  i  of  that  order,  and 
of  which  he  is  a  Past  Cliaucellur  ;  al.-,o 
surgeon  with  the  rank  of  Major  of  the 
Second  .Regiment  lOinaha)  I  nn'orni 
Rank,    and    President    of     the    Omaha 


Building     Association     of      the     order. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  iSSS.  the 
ritual  of  the  Kassidcau  Knights  was 
heard  tor  the  first  time  in  Nebraska 
and  St.  J;imes  Priory.  No.  5,  A.  E.R., 
was  dul}-  instituted  in  Omaha.  This 
order. is  .said  to  trace  back  its  origin  to 
the  ancient  escenic  rite,  as  practised  bv 
the  temple  builders  of  King  Soloman's 
time,  and  in  its  ritual  is  not  unlike  the 
Masonic.  It  is  fraternal  in  all  that  the 
term  implies,  and  the  titles  of  its  ofri- 
cials  are  in  the  phraseology  of  the 
ancient  day«.  "  It  is  an  order"  says 
one  whose  opinion  has  already  been 
given  to  the  public,  "based  on  the 
grandest  and  most  profound  fraternal 
princiides.  The  order  is  one  which 
gives  iis  first  consideration  to  the  com- 
munion of  men  and  will  not  sink  to  the 
level  of  insurance  associations.  To  be 
sure  we  have  a  rank  of  endowment,  but 
it  is  one  which  does  not  encumber  the 
main  body  of  the  order,  and  we  pro- 
pose to  keep  it  in  that  condition.  We 
pride  ourselves  on  the  fact  that  our 
auti(|uity  has  to  be  conceded  by  Masons 
as  before  theirs."  Dr.  Dinsmoor  hold.s 
the  oi'iice  of  Excellent  Prior,  and  is  also 
a  member  and  officer  iii  the  National 
Grand  Chapter  A.  E.  R. 

Thus  in  whatever  direction  liis  atten- 
tion may  be  turned  his  recogni/.ed 
abil'U  renders  him  a  leader,  lionoring 
the  ptjsititui  he  may  be  called  to  fill. 
Dr.  Dinsnujor  has  been  twice  married. 
His  lirst  wife.  Miss  Caroline. \.  Mon- 
tague, was  born  in  Bridgev/ater,  Wind- 
sor C()-;nt\.  \'ermont,  in  c!ie  vcar  iSjS. 
and    was    ti'.e    daughter  of  Moses    and 


■  i   .1(1 


THE    MEDICAL    PfiOFESS/OM  OE  OMAHA. 


Anne  Moat;iiiue.  She  was  educated 
at  Kimball  Union  Ac>utL-niy,  at  Meri- 
den,  Nevf  Hanipshire,  and  was  married 
to  the  doctor  on  the  ^oth  day  of 
August,  1S52.  She  was  one  of  nature's 
noblewomen,  known  only  to  be  loved 
and  respected  by  all  who  came  in  con- 
tact with  her.  for  her  sterling  cjualities 
as  wife,  mother  and  friend.  Slie  died 
August  I,  1871.  In  July  1876,  the  doc- 
tor wae  again  married,  this  time  to  Miss 
Orpha  Elizabeth  Clement,  who  was 
born  in  Randolph,  \'ermont,  Decem- 
ber 2,  1 828,  her  father  being  George 
Dwight  Clement;  her  mother,  Orpha 
Troop  Clement.  The  family  moved 
to  Illinois  in  1836.  Miss  Clement  was 
educated"  at  Mount  Morris  Seminary, 
then  the  leading  educational  institution 
in  the  West.  She  early  developed 
great  intellectual  power  with  remark- 
able executive  ability,  which  with  her 
interest  in  the  young  made  her  a  most 
successful  teacher,  such  being  her 
chosen  profession.  In  1S70  she  found- 
ed and  .became  principal  of  Maple 
Wood  Seminary,  of  Leavenworth,  Kan- 
sas, which,  from  an  educational  stand- 
point, was  a  great  success.  After  five 
years  of  arduous  labor  her  health  gave 
way  and  she  was  obliged  to  lay  aside  that 
work  and  rest.  In  18 78,  two  years  after 
her  marriage,  she  came  with  her  hus- 
band to  Omaha,  when  slie  became 
interested  in  the  educational  work  of  the 
state  and  delivered  a  numlier  of  very 
able  lectures  at  the  different  institutes. 
Mrs.  Dinsnioor  was  warndv  sujjported 
by  the  literary  [people  of  the  state  for 
the  office  of  regent  of  the  State  Normal 


School  at  Peru,  but  because  of  the  then 
Governor's  prejudice  against  women 
for  such  positions  she  was  not  ap- 
[lointed.  She  was  president  of  the 
Women's  Associate  Charities  of  the 
State  of  Nebraska,  a  society  which  was 
organized  January  15,  1885,  and  is  an 
incorporated  body.  The  objects  of  the 
society  are  to  establish  a  Home  for  the 
.\ged,  an  Industrial  Home  for  Women, 
a  State  Hospital  for  the  Sick,  and  a 
State  Home  for  Dependent  Children. 
.Mrs.  Dinsmore  labored  hard  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill  in  the  legislature  of 
the  winter  of  1SS6-7.  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  establishment  of 
the  Home  for  Children,  but  the  bill 
failed  and  it  was  her  earnest  hope  that 
she  might  yet  live  to  succeed  in  an  ob- 
ject so  important  and  so  necessary  to 
the  well-being  of  the  state.  The  last 
hour  of  her  life  was  devoted  to  this 
grand  object.  The  Woman's  Christian 
Temperance  Union  and  the  Woman'* 
.\ssociate  Charities  Society,  succeeded 
in  getting  an  appropriation  of  $15,000 
from  the  legislature  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  a  State  Industrial  Home  for 
Women,  which  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections. 
Mrs.  Dinsmoor  was  preparing  a  hill  for 
further  appropriations  for  furnishing, 
and  for  additions  to  this  institution, 
when  the  summons  to  her  long  home 
came.  She  died  of  apople.vy,  the 
result  of  intense  brain-work,  Decem- 
ber 7,  188S.  at  her  home  in  Oma- 
ha. She  was  really  a  great  woman: 
the  helper  of  the  ])Oor,  the  coun- 
sellor     of      the      rich.         -Her     \isioii 


MAGAZiXE    OJ-     WEST  I 


HISTORY. 


the  1 
mciu 
testhi 
and   ] 


ife."  says  a  recent  imldii  ation. 
5  at  onrt-  synipathefi'-  and  patiietic 
;rvbo(ly  loved  and  respected  her. 
tenderness  was  never  weakened  b)- 
touch  of  maudlin  sentiment,  and 
lonesty  and  veracity  of  her  judg- 
were  unimpeachable.  This  is  the 
nony  of  hosts  of  friends  who  knew 
loved   her   best."      Eloquent   trib- 


utes were  paid  her  meniorv  in  a 
memorial  service,  by  a  number  of 
speakers,  each  representing  some  cause 
with  which  she  was  identified,  gath- 
ered together  to  do  honor,  for  the 
last  time,  to  one  of  the  best  kno^^•il 
and  most  highly  esteemed  of  Nebras- 
ka's noble  women. 

Consul  Wir.LsnikK  Buttkki-iki.i). 
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Thl  •' 
locomoti\ 
recei\ed 
in  1S29. 


Stourbridge  I. ion."  the  first 
,'e  ever  run  in  America,  was 
in  New  York  from  Englanil 
The  same  year  it  was  set  to 
running  upon  the  Delaware  Jc  Hudson 
Canal  Company  road.  That  event  not 
only  forms  an  epoch  in  the  railroad 
history  of  this  country,  but.  in  con- 
nection with  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding it,  completes  a  story  of  ab- 
sorbing interest.  This  narration  reap- 
peareil  in  this  magazine  (vol.  i\.  page 
,^io).and\vas  originally  prepared  by 
the  Horatit)  Allen,  the  engineer  by  whom 
"Stourbridge  l.ion"'  was  first  operated 
— the  forerunner  and  prototype  of  t!ie 
majestic  engine  which  has  become  the 
symbol  of  American  progress. 

If  one  of  our  Colorado  readers  ina> 
wish  to  see  the  ideal  locomoti\e  ma- 
terializetl,  let  him  step  into  the  office  of 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Ciraiule  Railroad. 
in  Denver,  and  take  a  look  at  the  model 
engine",  in  a  glass  covered  case,  sur- 
nainedthe"  Royal  Gorge."    Ftisa  piece 


or  mar\eioas  mechauism  constructed 
out  of  Colorado  minerals — iron,  gold 
and  silver,  and  is  a  perfect  type  of  the 
iron-horse  that  is  doing  more  than  an\ 
other  agency  in  attracting  the  tide  of 
emigration  westward,  and  that  has  made 
Denver  the  greatest  railroad  centre,  for 
its  age.  on  this  continent. 

Since  the  first  locomotive  reached 
Denver  (June  2:;,  1S70)  eighteen  rail- 
road companies  ha^e  made  this  citv  a 
terminus. 

Referring  to  the  repiort  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  for  18SS  1  find  the 
facts  so  succinctly  stated  in  the  words 
of  Charles  H.  Reyolds.  Est].,  the  secre- 
tary, as  to  call  for  their  insertion  in 
tliese  columns  as  part  of    the  history  of 
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The  -.iestern  extension  of  the  Chicagcj, 
Rock  Islai\d  and  Pacific  system,  known 
as  the  Chicago,  Kansas  &;  Nebraska 
Railway  is  the  last  arrival. 

Giving,  as  it  does,  another  line  of 
through  cars  tn    tlie   eastern    market,  it 
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suggests  the  fact  that  we  have,  at  pres- 
ent writing,  tour  tiirongli  sleeping  cars 
daily  t.i  'Chicago,  three  to  St.  Louis. 
one  to  New  Orleans  and  three  termina- 
ting at  Missouri  ri\er  points.  This  ex- 
clusive of  western  lines,  via  the  Atchi- 
son. Topeka  &  Santa  Fe.  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande  and  Tnion  Pacific  systems. 

\'eslibule  trains  are  no  longer  of  the 
future,  but  we  can  vie  with  the  old 
states  in  the  convenience,  comfort  and 
magnificence  of  our  railway  equipments. 
Last  year  we  p^jinted  with  pride  to  the 
fact  tliat  si.Kteen  roads  were  centering  in 
Den\er.  now  eighteen  is  the  magic 
number,  with  a  total  mileage,  in  the 
state,  4,302.44  miles. 

The  following  list  of  roads  is  in- 
teresting in  this  connection  : 

Li^nion  Pacific  :  Operating  the  Omaha 
short  line,  via  Jnlesburg  to  Omaha. 

Kansas  Pacific  :  To  Kansas  City. 

Denver  Pacific  :  To  Cheyenne. 

Denver  South  Park  &■  Pacific  :  To 
l,eadville  and  Gunnison. 

Colorado  Central,  standard  gauge  : 
To  Fort  Collins  r/,,'  lloulder  and  Long- 


Denver  \-  Boulder  Valley,  standard 
gauge  :  To  Boulder  via  Brighton  and 
the    Erie  coal  mining  district. 

Colorado  Central,  narrow  gauge  :  To 
Georgetown  and  Central  City  via 
Golden. 

Denver  &  Morrison ,  narrow  gauge: 
To  Morrison  via  Camp  Logan,  the  new 
military  post. 

The  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad: 
Kxtending  over  the  entire  Southern  and 
Western  portions  of  the  state,  giving  us       mining  di 


close  connection  with  all  principal 
pomts  and  an  outlet  to  the  West  via 
Ogdeu  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  to  the 
South  via  Santa  Fe.  Originally  of 
narrow  gauge,  it  has  by  use  of  the  third 
rail,  already  put  into  service  standanl 
gauge  rolling  stock  between  Denver, 
Pueblo.  Canon  City  and  Trinidad. 

The  Burlington  &:  Missouri  Ri\er 
Railroa  1  :  A  part  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington iK:  Quincy  system,  through  to 
Chicago  vta  Omaha.  Kansas  Citv  and 
Lincoln. 

The  Denver.  Texas  iV  Fort  Worth  : 
To  the  Gulf  and  .\tlantic  sea  board. 
via  Trinidad,  Fort  Worth.  Galveston 
and  New  f)rleans. 

The  .\tchison.  Topeka  &  Santa  F"e  : 
In  direct  and  rapid  connection  with  its 
grand  trans-continental  line  from 
Chicago  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  also 
operating  the  Denver  Circle  R.  R.  to 
Rosedale.  Sheridan  Heights,  and  other 
suburban  towns. 

The  Missouri  Pacific  :  'fhrough  line 
to  St.  Louis,  via  Kansas  City. 

The  Chicago.  Kansas  &  Nebraska  : 
To  Chicago;  Kajisas  City  and  the  East. 

Tlie  Denver.  Utah  ^V-  Pacific  Rail- 
road :  To  Longruont  and  Estes'  Park, 
through  the  Eric  coal  mining  district. 

The  Den\er  &  Scranton.  narrow 
gauge  :    Line  to  the  coal  fiehis. 

The  Colorado  Midland,  or.  ••  The 
Pike's  Peak  Route:"  The  only  standard 
gauge  road  cutting  through  the  mount- 
ains, and  giving  an  additional  outlet  to 
Manitou  Springs,  I.eadville.  .\spen. 
Glenwood  Springs  and  tlie  surrounding 


ns. 
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The  nineteenth  railroad — making  one 
a  year  sinec  1S70 — is  the  projected 
Colorado  ♦&  California  Short  Line 
Railway.  This  road  will  place  Denver 
on  a  trans-continental  broad  gauge  line 
of  travel  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  by  way 
of  Salt  Lake. 

From  the  report  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Union  Depot,  we  glean  the 
following: 

First,  that  the  baggage  report  is  as 
follows: 

No  of  Piecc>  No  of  P,cc« 

Recti  ved.  Konvariied. 

'  18S8.                        2iS,iSr.  196.724. 

1837.                         .eS.oo;.  >7-.437. 

Second,  that  the  ticket  sales  suggest 
the  follow'ing  comparisons  and  sum- 
maries : 

In  188S.     No.  of  tickets.  173.540.  amt'g  to  5692.131.40. 
■•   1887.       160.262.       "       •■     734.977.63. 

Showing  an  increase  of  13,278  tickets 
sold  at  a  reduced  revenue  to  the  roads 
of  ^42,826.25  ;  an  inverse  ratio  that 
shows  a  very  decided  gain  to  the  travel- 
ing public.^  By  adding  to  the  above 
figures  the  sales  made  by  the  roads  at 
their  own  Dtnces,  we  have  a  total  num- 
ber of  tickets  sold  in  Denver  during 
1888  as  follow;  :  286,602  tickets  valued 
at  $1,662,271 .27. 

These  figures  are  for  outgoing  pas- 
sengers only,  neither  do  they  include 
through  tickets  via  Den\-er,  round  trip 
tickets  sold  at  other  points,  nor  "dead- 
heads." The  best  judges  of  travel  give 
as  an  estimate  that  the  figures  above 
would  not  cover  over  sixty  per  cent,  of 
the  actual  number  of  persons. 

This  would  give  us  a  total  of  qss.,i4o. 


or  2,620  daily,  leaving   and   arriving    at 
the  Union  Depot.    . 

Donald  Fletcher.  Esq.,  president  of 
the  Denver  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
(18SS),  concludes  an  able  report  with 
the  following  reflections  and  suggestions: 

'•  During  18S8  the  Chicago  &  Rock 
Island  and  the  JLissouri  Pacific  railways 
began  running  trains  to  Denver.  The 
Denver,  Texas  &r  Gulf  railway  was 
finished,  and  the  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe  completed  their  own  line  from 
Pueblo  to  Denver.  Railroad  freight 
rates  are  much  lower  than  in  former 
years.  The  construction  of  the  Gulf 
road  has  doubtless  saved  to  this  city 
alone  over  52, 000, 000  on  freight 
charges,  and  v/ith  the  growth  of  the 
state  and  the  city  the  greater  volume  of 
business  will  undoubtedly  justify  a 
further  reduction. 

"I  wish  to  speak  for  myself, now, after 
a  year's  experience  and  observation, 
when  I  say  I  regard  the  disposition  of 
nearly  all  the  railroad  officials  towards 
Denver,  as  good,  and  that  everything 
in  their  power  is  being  done  by  them 
to  foster  the  development  of  this  state 
and  city. 

•'  They  owe  a  dui)-  to  the  stockholders 
who  build  the  roads  and  need  a  six  per 
cent,  dividend  in  thousands  of  cases  to 
get  the  necessaries  of  life,  as  well  as  a 
duty  t(j  us;  and  I  be!ie\-e  that  the  presi- 
dents, general  managers  and  officials 
generally  of  the  roads  running  into 
Denver  .want  to  do  the  fair  thing  for 
both  sides. 

■•Vet  I  speak  for  all,  I  believe,  when 
I  sav  it  is  one  of   the  first  and  most  ini- 
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portant  tliiiigs,  to  secure  ;  that  Denver 
be  made  an  e^•^epted  cUr — excepted 
from  the,  workings  of  certain  portions 
of  the  interstate  commerce  law.  'We 
have  no  navigable  water,  as  Kansas 
City  and  San  Francisco  have,  but  it  is 
not  right  that  the  freight  charges  from 
Kansas  City  to  Denver — 600  miles — 
should  be  as  great  as  the  freight  rate 
from  New  \or\  to  Kansas  City,  much 
more  than  double  the  distance.  N'or 
is  it  right  that  freight  rates  from  Chi- 
cago to  San  Francisco  on  many  classes 
of  goods  are  .nuch  less  than  from  Chi- 
cago to  Denver.  Our  natural  advan- 
tages as  a  distributing  centre,  the  large 
volume  of  business  we  give  the  rail- 
roads, .md  the  fact  tiiat  we  ha\e  water 
transportation  jiart  of  the  way  from 
N'ew  ^'ork    bv  wav  of   tlie  ("lulf  should 


entitle  us,  as  in  the  case  of  other  dis- 
tributing centres  that  possess  navigable 
water  at  their  doors,  to  become  one  of 
tlie  Excepted  Cities." 

The  locomotive  is  the  monarch  of  the 
Rocky  Atountains.  Having  left  the 
depot  upon  the  plains  at  Denver,  the 
illustrations  afford  a  view  of  his  flight 
through  the  Black  Canon;  of  his  ap- 
pearance upon  the  "Loop  on  the  Sagu- 
ache Range,"  and  as  he  disappears  in 
Hagerman  Tunnel,*  11,500  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  old  road  bed  where  the 
wheels  of  the  -'Stourbridge  Lion"  first 
revolved  just  sixty  years  ago. 

Henry  Dudley  Teetor. 


-Thus  named  m  honor  of  J.  J.  Hagerm.-in, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  founders  and  the  first  president 
of  the  Colorado  Midland  Railroad. 
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ten  men,  iti  addition  to  bark  and  gum 
for  repairs,  the  early  traveller  and  ex- 
plorer tells  us  was  not  an  unusual  load 
down  the  Great  Lakes  to  Quebec  and 
as  far  as  Albany.  Of  course  transpor- 
tation in  this  way  was  necessarily  slow, 
because  these  canoes  were  so  slight  and 
fragile  that  when  loaded  they  could  not 
withstand  rough  weather,  nor  approach 
a  rough  beach.  In  the  latter  event, 
freight  and  canoe  were  "backed" 
around  a  portage,  reloaded,  and  the 
journey  resimied.  .\  very  convenient 
and  useful  trading  boat   was  the  Mack- 
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inaw  bateau.  It  was  biiiU  of  oak  or 
pine  boards,  liad  flat  bottoms,  shaped 
the  same  at  each  end,  and  had  high 
sides.  The  pirouge  v.-as  a  long  canoe 
frequently  made  of  a  large  red  cedar- 
tree  with  high  sides  and  ends,  and  was 
used  mainly  for  passengers,  carrying 
about  eight  persons.  A  canoe  in  com- 
mon use  was  called  a  "dug-out,"  be- 
cause it  was  made  by  chopping,  dig- 
ging and  burning  out  the  trunk  of  a 
tree.  Some  of  the  trees  were  enor- 
mous and  capacious,  but  it  required 
great  skill  and  experience  to  success- 
ftdly  manage  a  canoe  thus  constructed, 
a  sligiil  lateral  motion  or  unsteady 
position  being  sufficient  to  capsize 
it.  Little  wonder  that  the  Indian 
was  erect  and  '■  straight  as  an  arrow." 
He  spent  much  of  his  time,  too,  in  the 
midst  of  tall,  straight  trees. 

In  his  famous  expedition  to  the  upper 
lakes  in  1820,  Gov.  Cass  employed 
canoes  for  transportation.  This  expe- 
dition, at  the  time  it  was  made,  was  the 
most  impoitant,  taken  all  in  all,  that 
had  ever  be'on  undertaken  with  the 
sanction  anil  authority  of  the  general 
government.  The  objects  primarily 
were  an  examination  into  the  condition 
of  the  Indian  tribes  who  occupied  that 
country,  and  to  procure  the  extinction 
of  Indian  titles  to  the  land  about  the 
straits  of  St.  Mary's.  Prairie  du  Chien 
and  Green  Bay,  and  to  open  up  com- 
munication between  the  two  latter 
points.  The  expedition  also  had  in 
contemplation  a  thorough  and  scientific 
examination  of  the  copper  reL;ion  in  the 
vicinity  of    Lake  Superior.      Much    had 


been  heard  of  this  section  through 
Indians  and  hnlf-breeds,  who  said  a 
large  mass  of  virgin  ore,  weighing  sev- 
eral tons,  had  fallen  from  a  hill  ;  speci- 
mens had  been  sent  to  Washington, 
and.  in  iSoo,  ^'r.  Tracy,  a  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  had  been  dispatched 
to  make  an  examination,  but  he  pro- 
ceeded no  further  than ,  Mackinaw. 
Gov.  Cass  also  intimated  that  it  would 
be  well  to  consider  the  natural  history 
of  the  country  through  which  the  ex-. 
pedition  would  pass,  and  accordingly 
made  a  request  that  the  government 
send  some  person  who  was  acquainted 
with  zoology,  botany  and  mineralogy. 
For  the  latter  position,  the  expedition 
was  fortunate  in  having  Henry  R. 
Schoolcraft,  since  of  wide  celebrity  and 
greatness  ia  many  respects,  especially 
as  an  author,  and  deservedly  so  as  the 
writer  on  ethnological  researches  re- 
specting the  Indians  of  North  America. 
Other  prominent  members  of  the  party, 
besides  Gov.  Cass,  were  Capt.  I).  B. 
Douglass,  professor  of  engineering  at 
West  Point.  Alexander  Wolcot.  M.  D.. 
Lieut.  Evans  Mackey,  U.  S.  artillery. 
James  Doty,  official  secretary,  and 
Charles  Trowbridge  assistant  topo- 
grapher. There  were  also  ten  United 
States  soldiers  as  escort,  ten  Indians  to 
act  as  hunters,  two  interpreters  and  ten 
Canadian  voyagers  to  manage  the 
canoes.  Forty-one  in  all,  in  four 
birch-bark  canoes.  They  reached 
Mackinaw  in  fourteen  days,  a  tlistance 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty  miles  from 
Detroit,  the  starting  ]ioint,  which  they 
left  the  the    ;4tli    of    May.      Gen.  Cass 
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reached  this  p^ice  on  his  return  the 
tenth  of  September  followinj;.  having 
traveled^  almost  entirely  by  canoe,  over 
four  tliousaiid  njiles. 

The  subs(  qiient  history  and  career 
of  the  secretary  of  war,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, under  whose  instructions  the  in- 
vestigations were  prosecuted,  bring 
vividly  to  mind  the  different  motives 
which  actuated  him  and  Gen.  Cass  in 
the  piatter.  It  was  the  military  defense 
of  the  country  that  seemed  to  be  upper- 
most in  the  mind  of  the  former,  while 
the  latter  seems  to  have  had  chiefly  in 
view  the  settlement  of  the  country,  the 
development  of  its  resources,  and  its 
ultimate  permanent  prosperity.  In 
marked  x'ontrast  with  this  government 
expedition  is  that  but  a  few  days  since 
undertaken  under  the  auspices  of  the 
go\ernment  and  known  as  tlK-  '■  Sioux 
Conmiission."  The  latter's  field  of 
operation  is  hundreds  of  miles  further 
to  westward  than  the  limit  reached  by 
Gov.  Cass  and  party  ;  yet  tlie  distance 
was  covered  in  less  days  b)'  them  than 
weeks  by  Gov.  Cass.  Besides  they 
were  transported  acr(jss  the  country  in 
palace  cars  with  an  air  of  ease  and  com- 
fort equal  to  that  of  one's  sitting  room, 
while  with  Gov.  Cass  it  was  ;in  exceed- 
ingly tedious  j(;urne} ,  and  a  veritable 
hardship  ;  simply  aboard  for  a  seat  and 
nothing  but  an  Indian  blanket  to  pro- 
tect from  the  heat  and  storm.  In  the 
former.  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  a  scientist,  an 
expert,  received  •■  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  day  for  the  time  actually  em- 
ployed." while  the  Sioux  Commissioners 
get  each  SS  a  (lav  ••and  fonnd. '"      Then. 


as  now,  the  Indian  entered  largely  into  the 
subject;  it  was  then  sought  to  extinguish 
his  title  to  the  land — it  is  now  sought 
to  extinguish  both  him  and  his  title. 
And  still  the  ■•  Indian  question  "  is  tar 
from  being  ••  settled." 

In  early  times  in  the  West,  the 
horse  also  played  a  prominent 
part  in  the  transportation  of  per- 
persons  and  freight.  The  French  or 
Indian  pony  was  indispensable  to  the 
fur-trader  and  Indian  in  getting  their 
furs  and  peltries  to  points  where  they 
could  be  transported  by  canoes  or 
bateaux,  and  the  immense  load  of 
buffalo  and  other  skins  that  these  small 
animals  would  carry  is  astonishing. 
They  were  very  hardy,  and  have  been 
known  to  travel  under  the  saddle  sixty 
to  seventy  miles  a  day  for  many  suc- 
cessive days.  It  is  not  quite  clear  when 
the  larger,  modern  horses  were  first  used 
in  theAVest.  butthey  are  reported  to  have 
been  brought  from  Fort  Duquesne  to 
Detroit  immediatel}'  following  the  de- 
feat of  Gen.  Rraddock,  in  1755,  but  it 
is  proable  tliat  they  v.-ere  there  much 
earlier,  as  Cadillac,  who  founded  De- 
troit in  July,  1701,  without  doubt  had 
them,  antl  in  a  grant  of  lind  from  him 
to  Joseph  Parent,  in  T70S.  there  was  a 
condition  that  the  latter  was  to  keep 
Cadillac's  horses  shod.  They  were, 
ho\ve\er.  not  plenty,  and  often  there 
was  only  one  horse  for  two  or  three 
persons,  in  which  case  the  ••  ride  and 
tie"  method  was  adopted  in  journey- 
ing— which  was  that  one  person  would 
ride  a  few  miles,  when  he  would  dis- 
mount, tie  the    horse   and    proceed    on 
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foot.  The  next  one  who  came  along 
would  take  the  horse,  ride  on  ahead  of 
the  first  and^tie  the  horse.  This  rested 
both  man  and  beast  and  fairly  good 
progress  was  made.  Journeys  on  horse- 
back were  frequently  made  from  De- 
troit to  New  York  and  Washington. 
Major  Biddle,  a  territorial  delegate  to 
the  latter  place,  went  on  horseback, 
traveling upwardsof  nine  hundred  miles 
in  that  way.  Later,  in  and  about  De- 
troit the  low,  two-wheeled  French  cart 
came  into  quite  common  use  among 
the  more  well-to-do  portion  of  tiic  com- 
munity. .\  pleasing  anecdote  is  told 
ui  oov.  Cass  borrowing  a  carriage  of 
Judge  Sibley.  He  would  call  his  old 
French  servant  and  say  to  him.  -'Pierre. 
go  up  to  Judge  Sibley's  and  tell  him  if 
he  is  not  using  his  wagon  to-day  1 
would  like  to  borrow  it;"  and  when 
Pierre  started  off  the  General  would 
sometimes  call  to  him  and  say,  "  Come 
back.  Pierre  '.  Tell  Judge  Sibley  that 
I  am  going  to  luive  a  wagon  made  for 
myself,  and  then  1  will  neither  borrow 
norlend."    ' 

From  the  time.  1701,  that  Cadillac 
settled  at  Detroit  until  1760,  when 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lish, it  was  in  the  main  a  military  post 
for  the  section  contiguous  to  it  and  was 
also  the  furtherest  western  post.  Con- 
sequently it  was  theceutreof  all  western 
movements  and  hirge  quantities  of 
merchandise  were  gathered  there.  This 
necessitated  better  facilities  and  some- 
thing of  greater  capacity  for  transpor- 
tation th;i4i  the  birch-bark  canoe  af- 
forded.      To     meet    the    demand,    the 


P^nglish  government  furnished  vessels, 
and  had  a  monoply  of  trade.  In  fact, 
they  compelled  private  traders  to  trans- 
port their  goods  by  his  Majesty's  boats, 
and  with  the  tariff  at  S5  a  barrel  from 
Niagara  to  Detroit,  and  other  freight 
in  like  proportion,  a  large  revenue  was 
the  result.  Thus  early  were  English 
sails  "whitening  the  western  seas." 
But  these  were  not  the  first  sail  vessels 
on  these  waters.  As  early  as  May. 
1679,  near  Niagara,  La  Salle  had  built 
the  Griffon,  named  for  Count  F'ronte- 
nai;,  wliosc  family  shield  was  a  griffin. 
The  boat  left  her  moorings  August  7th: 
■'She  now  spread  her  sails  to  the 
auspicious  breeze,  and  commenced  her 
ad\  enturous  voyage.  Tlie  vast  inland 
seas  over  which  she  was  about  to  navi- 
gate, had  never  been  explored,  save  by 
the  canoe  of  the  Indian,  timidly  coast- 
ing along  their  shores.  Without  chart 
to  warn  of  hidden  dangers,  she  boldly 
ploughed  her  way. — the  humble  pioneer 
of  the  vast  fleets  of  our  modern  lake 
commerce."  On  .\ugust  loth  she  was 
at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  river.  This 
was  certainly  a  remarkably  quick  trip, 
considering  the  many  disadvantages  the 
little  boat  of  some  fifty  tons  had  to 
contend  with.  The  first  night  on  l<ake 
Erie  brought  thick  fog,  and  as' it  was  be- 
lieved the  lake  was  full  of  shoals,  great 
care  anil  caution  were  necessary  and  great 
anxiety  prevailed.  La  Salle  was  the 
master-spirit  of  this  undertaking,  and  a 
little  incident  at  this  point  shows  his 
fitness  and  value.  In  the  darkness  of 
the  night  breakers  were  heard,  the  crew 
thinking  it  was  the  noise  of  the   waves 
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occasioned  by  ihe  '.vind,  but  La  Salle 
thought  othenvisc.  S<jnie  ten  years 
previous,  he  had  jiist  glanced  at  a  nule 
<;hart,  made  by  rude  hands,  indicating 
in  its  rough  outlines  the  locality  of 
Long  I'oint.  La  Salle  conclinled  it 
Avas  this  that  lay  across  the  pathway  of 
the  Griffon,  and  directed  the  pilot  to 
change  her  course.  Soon  after,  the 
fog  lifting,  it  was  found  that  La  Salle'.s 
conjoctures  were  correct,  and  from  his 
memory  of  the  tracings  on  that  chart, 
and  his  \igilance  on  that  occasion,  their 
boat  was  saved  from  undoubted  wreck. 
.\mong  those  who  were  members  of 
the  party  were  the  renowned  Father 
.  Louis  Hennepin  and  the  Chevalier 
Henry  ^ie  Tonty,  the  father  of  the 
latter  being  the  author  of  the  financial 
project,  named  for  hiai  ■■  Tontine."  a 
few  years  ago  so  much  talked  about  in 
this  country.  Various  opinions  have 
been  advanced  as  to  La  Salle's  real  ob- 
ject in  this  expedition.  Clearly  he  did 
not  embark  in  the  enterprise  from  a 
motive  of  gain,  nor  from  a  spirit  of  ad- 
venture purely,  but  as  an  explorer — for 
the  purposes  of  discovery — the  open- 
ing of  a  new  country,  new  territor)  to 
the  advantages  and  blessings  of  ci\ili/a- 
tion  and  commerce — to -religion,  educa- 
tion, morality,  manhood  and  the  beauti- 
fying and  adorning  with  the  arts  and  in- 
dustries and  progress  of  life.  He  was 
a  traveler,  an  explorerof  an  independent 
nature,  somewhat  daring,  restless  and 
uneasy.  Parknian  says  of  him;  "He 
was  always  an  earnest  Catholic  and  a 
member  of  the  Society  cif  Jesus.  This 
great   organization,  so  complicated,  yet 


so  harmonicjus.  a  mighty  machine 
moved  from  the  centre  by  a  suigle  hand, 
was  an  image  of  regulated  power  full  of 
fascination  for  a  mind  like  his.  But  if 
it  was  likely  he  would  be  drawn  into  it, 
it  was  no  less  likely  he  would  soon 
wish  to  escape.  To  find  himself  not  at 
the  centre  of  power,  but  at  the  circum- 
frence.  not  the  mover,  but  the  moved, 
the  passive  instrumerit  of  another's 
will,  taught  to  walk  in  prescribed  paths, 
to  renounce  his  individuality  and  be- 
come a  component  atom  of  a  vast 
whole,  would  have  been  intolerable  to 
him."  He  consequently  withdrew  from 
the  order  of  the  Jesuits.  But  he  was 
frank,  generous  and  honorable,  differ- 
ent from  Cadillac,  of  whom  Shea  says, 
"he  was  chimerical;  grasping,  over- 
bearing, regarding  religion  only  as  an 
element  to  he  used  for  jiurposes  of 
government  or  trade." 

.\fter  the  Griffun  no  sail  boats  passed 
up  the  lakes  for  nearly  a  hundred  years, 
and  there  was  scarcely  no  commerce  on 
the  lakes,  exjerything  in  that  line  seem- 
ing to  be  practically  at  a  standstill.  In 
1763  two  or  three  small  schooners  ap- 
peared and  engaged  in  the  carrying 
trade  between  Detroit  and  Niagara, 
taking  troops,  furs  and  provisions. 
Some  tive  years  later,  in  1769.  Detroit 
built  its  first  boat,  the  E'tti-r prise,  and 
from  this  time  to  the  tirst  of  the 
present  century,  ship-buililing  seems  to 
have  been  (|uite  active  there,  for  so 
early  a  period,  there  being  some  fifteen 
to  twenty  merchant  vessels  owned  at 
that  place,  besides  a  number  of 
schooners.  bri''s  and   slooiis.      The  first 
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boat  built  at  Cleveland  -was  by  l^oreiizn 
Carter,  in  iSoS,  and  v--;is  named  the 
Zephyr.  In  iSio  Murray  &  Bixby 
built  thf  Ohio,  which  had  the  honor 
of  beini;  one  of  tlie  gunboats  in  Perry's 
fleet.  In  1S13  Levi  Johnson  built  the 
FiU^t  concerning  the  launching  of 
which  a  Somewhat  amusing  incident  is 
told.  Mr.  Johnson  had  located  the 
place  of  licr  building  with  reference  to 
getting  timber,  but  not  regarding  the 
lake.  The  result  was  that  when  com- 
pleted she  was  on  Euclid  avenue,  a  half 
mile  from  water,  and  the  •'  greasing  of 
the  ways  and  knocking  out  of  the  blocks 
would  nut  ensure  a  successful  launch." 
The  farmers  in  the  towns  of  Euclid  and 
Newbnrgh  heard  of  his  dilemma  and 
came  in  viith  twenty-eight  yoke  of  o.fen. 
and  the  ship  was  hoisted  ori  wheels. 
drawn  through  Superior  street  to  the 
river  and  launched.  These  were  all 
sail  vessels.  \o  steamer  had  yet  broken 
the  stillness  of  the  lakes  liy  the  noise  of 
paddle  or  whistle  or  left  clouds  of  smoke 
in  its  wake.  But  in  iSt8.  one  liun- 
dred  and  thirty-nine  yeirs  after  La 
Salle's  Griffon,  the  first  sail  boat  on 
the  lakes,  in  the  very  month  that  his 
boat  was  launched,  the  Jl'a/k-in-th^ 
U'att-r,  named  after  the  cliief  of  the 
\^'yandotte  Indians,  appeared.  She  left 
Huffalo  August  23d,  reached  Cleveland 
at  II  P.  M.  of  the  25th.  and  arrived  at 
Detroit,  her  objective  point,  about 
io.30  .\.  .\I.  i.>f  the  27th.  She  was  of 
three  hundrei!  and  forty-two  tons  bur- 
den, and  had  what  was  then  considered 
a  powerful  engineof  the  Fulton  pattern. 
She  made  the  round   trip   from    Huffalo 


to  Detroit  every  tv,-o  weeks,  and  al- 
though having  none  of  the  cou'.eniences 
and  luxuries  or  speed  of  the  modern 
steamer,  ^et  it  was  said,  ''\  ])assage 
between  Detroit  and  Buffalo  is  now. 
not  merely  tolerable,  but  truly  pleas- 
ant." She  was  hailed  with  satisfaction 
and  delight  by  the  people  along  the 
lake  towns,  and  ■•  nothing  could  exceed 
the  surprise  of  the  sons  of  the  forest  on 
seeing  the  IValk-ta-fhe-Wa/er  moving-, 
majestically  and  rapidly  against  a  strong 
current  without  the  assistance  of  sails 
or  oars.  A  report  had  been  circulated 
among  them  th.at  a  '  big  canoe  '  would 
soon  come  from  the  •  noisy  waters  * 
whicli,  by  order  of  the"  great  father  of 
the  •  Chennikimous  '  (Yankees),  would 
be  drawn  through  tlie  lakes  and  rivers 
hy  s/iir^eons  :  Of  the  truth  of  the  re- 
port they  were  now  satisfied."  She  con- 
tinued to  run  Oil  the  lakes  until  Xo- 
vember,  iS;i,vhen  she  was  wrecked 
near  Buffalo,  (^n  lier  first  trip  were 
passengers  who  settled  permanently  at 
Cleveland — among  them  Alonz-i  S. 
Gardner,  long  a  prominent  merchant 
and  still  a  res])ected  citizen  of  the  city. 
Great  energy  and  enterprise  have  been 
shown  by  \essel  men  and  shipbuilders 
all  along  tlie  chain  of  the  great  lakes 
from  the  first,  ar'd  large  fortunes  have 
been  made.  Fluttering  sails  have  caught 
the  early  spring  and  late  fall  breezes. 
So  important  and  remunerative  has  the 
business  during  some  seasons  been  that 
great  chances  l!a\e  been  taken.  An  in- 
cident is  told  of  a  boat  starting  out 
early  in  the  spring  from  Detroit,  some 
forty  years  ago,  amid  many  misgivings. 
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as  there  w  i^  considerable  ice  in  the  lake. 
The  next  ila;,-  after  she  left,  Mr.  Joseph 
Campaii,.one  of  the  founders  of  De- 
troit, mci:  (n,  tiie  Street  a  man  connected 
with  the  tclt-_r;-aph,  of  whom  he  asked 
if  any  u'jws  had  been  received  of  the 
boat.  He  was  told  that  she  floundered 
about  in  the  ice,  tore  her  paddle-wheels 
to  pieces,  but  finally  reached  theharbor 
at  Erie  .safely.  Mr.  Campau,  in  his 
French  accent,  rejjlied  :  "Well,  I  t'ot 
so.  Now  when  ze  Englishmen  he  want 
to  go  anywhere,  he  set  down  and  t'ink 
how  he  get  dar,  and  ze.  Frenchmon  he 
want  to  go.  and  he  stop  and  t'ink  how 
he  get  dar :  but  ze  American,  de 
Yankee,  he  vant  to  go,  and,  be  gar,  he 
go.  He -go  ];eaven,  he  go  hell,  he  gon 
anyhow  !"■  AVhat  a  contrast  between 
early  transportation  and  navigation  and 
that  of  the  present  time  I  The  Indian 
pony  has  given  place  to  the  railroad. 
Tl  e  birch-I.iark  canoe  and  La  Salle's 
Griffon  to  immense  sail  le\iathans. 
The  \Va'k-ui-the-Water,  to  such  mag- 
nificent floating  palaces  as  the  new  City 
i>J Detroit.  laiMiched  two  hundred  and 
ten  years  after  the  Griffon,  and  seventy 
after  the   Wulk-in-the-Water. 

She  was  built  by  the  Detroit  and 
Cleveland  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
at  a  cost  of  S35o,ooo.  She  is  a  steel 
steamer,  three  hundred  feet  over  all  ; 
molded  beam.  fort)--one  feet,  over  all 
seventy-two  feet ;  molded  depth,  sixteen 
feet ;  draft,  liglit,  nine  feet  two  inches  ; 
loaded,  eleven  feet.  She  has  nine 
water-tight  com])artments,  one  of  which 
i.s  the  dynamo  room,  in  which  are  two 
sets   of    dvi:amos,   engines   and    switch- 


boards, by  means  of  which  the  engineer 
can  control  the  four  hundred  and  fifty 
electric  lamps  by  which  she  is  lighted. 
Her  engine  is  of  2,700  horse  povver,— 
2.000  tons  burden,  grand  saloon  two 
hundred  and  forty  feet  long,  and  her 
dining  room  will  seat  one  hundred  and 
fiftypersons.  Probablythe  Walk-in-thc- 
IFiitc-rwsis  fortunate  in  having  its  grand 
saloon  lighted  with  whale-oil  lamps,  and 
its  cabins  with  tallow  candles.  The  new 
City  0/ Detroit  is  said  to  be  the  largest. 
•'  fastest,  most  comfortable  and  in  every 
way  the  best  vessel  of  its  class  and  kind 
that  ever  sailed  the  fresh  waters  of 
America."  The  Detroit  and  Cleveland 
Steam  Navigation  Company  is  theoldest 
organization  of  the  kind  on  the  lakes. 
The  line  was  established  in  1S50  and 
incorporated  in  1S68  with  a  capital  of 
§300,000.  and  now  has  invested  in 
boats  something  like  31,500,000.  At 
first  their  boats  ran  only  between 
l.ietroit  and  Cleveland,  but  now. 
in  addition  to  the  two  on  Lake 
Erie,  they  have  two  on  I,ake Huron  and 
one  on  Lake  Michigan  which  will  carr_\- 
eacli  t,50o  to  2.000  passengers.  Ap- 
propriate indeed  would  the  title  tir 
Cobbett's  book  now  be,  as  he  would 
surely  think,  could  he  see  those  Western 
boats, —  "The  pride  of  Brittannia 
Humbled  :  or  the  (,}ueen  of  the  Ocean 
L'uqueened  b\  the  .\merican  Cock 
Boats,  and  the  Fir  Built  Things  with 
Bits  of  Striped  Bunting  at  their  Mast 
Heads."  What  advancement,  what 
progress — what  a  revolution  in  trans- 
porting ■•  men  anil  things."  Some  ot 
our  .American   e.xftress  companies    have 
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European  departments  which  receive 
and  fore'ani  all  classes  of  business  by- 
each  steamer  arriving  at,  or  departing 
from,  N'£\v  York,  and  a  resident  of  De- 
troit or  Cleveland,  for  instance,  con- 
templating a  trip  to  foreign  countries 
can  send  to  himself  or  anybody  else  an 
order  for  any  sum  of  money,  payable  at 
any  one  of  the  15,000  places  at  home 
or  abroad.  He  can  ship  baggage  ahead 
to  any  point  and  ship  it  home  again 
when  ready  to  start  back.  After  arrival 
in  P^urope  he  can  send  home  articles  he 
may  purchase,  and  they  will  be  held 
here  in  bond  until  his  return.  Ship- 
nwir  'f  r.re';i.iUs  or  merchandise  can 
be  made  from  Europe  direct  by  these 
companies  to  all  inland  jiorts  of  entry 
in  the  United  States,  Canada  and  Mex- 
ico with  or  without  pavment  of  duty  at 
Xew  \'ork. 

.And  more  surprising  and  startling 
than  all,  it  is  said  that  a  ft-asible  scheme 
is  about  to  be  introduced  between  Xew 
York  and  Boston,  whereby  packages  of 
mail  and  even  larger  muttercaa  be  trans- 
mitted fnyii  one  place  to  the  other  a 
distance  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
miles  inside  of  an  hour.  This  is  equal 
to  a  speed  of  four  miles  a  minute.  See, 
too,  with  what  remarkable  accuracy  the 
government,  hundreds  of  miles  distant 
from  the  place  where  he  may  be  •■  lay- 
ing" "signals"  the  sailor  when  he  had 
better  remain  in.  or  wlien  he  may,  wit!i 
safety,  leave  port.  But  some  will  doubt- 
less feel  that  notwithstanding  these  im- 
provements, these  increased  conveni- 
ences and  facilities,  tliat  the  good  old 
times  when  they  made  iourue'vs  through 


the  country  by  the  old-fashioned  stage- 
coach or  rockaway,  were  far  more  to 
their  liking  and  enjoyment.  A  distin- 
guished citizen  of  the  state  of  New 
York  who  became  of  national  promin- 
ence, and  who  lived  to  see  many  of  our 
modern  improvements  in  travel,  often 
spoke  with  pleasurable  recollection  of 
the  days  when  he  travelled  through  his 
native  state  b}-  canal  boat,  and  consid- 
ered such  mode  of  conveyance  a  posi- 
tive luxury.  But  there  is,  somehow, 
an  air  of  innocence  and  ingenerousness, 
wholeness,  completeness  associated  with 
these  old  times,  manners  and  customs. 
We  reallv  like  to  see  the  farmer,  to-day, 
driving  into  the  city  with  his  comfort- 
able old  wagon,  in  the  back  of  which  is 
his  crock  of  fresh  butter,  or  basket  of 
eggs,  covered  with  newly  mown  fresh 
grass,  with  which  to  feed  the  old  family 
horse.  It  reminds  one  of  healthful, 
country  breezes,  and  speaks  of  frugality, 
thrift,  the  wise  and  prudent  laying  up 
for  a  '■  rainy  day."  And  some  of  these 
same  farmer  boys  and  men  have  be- 
come a  power  in  the  land,  and  molded 
and  shaped  the  destinies  of  state  and 
nation.  Probably  the  young  men  in  a 
New  England  village,  as  they  stood  on 
the  street  a  few  years  since,  on  a  day 
when  an  honest  old  farmer  caiue  driving 
through  the  streets  and  spoke  out  to 
Ids  horse  "  git  up.  old  mare,"  and  of 
whom  they  made  sport,  little  thought 
he  had  one  of  thebest  farms  in  Northern 
Connecticut,  with  a  snug  bank  account 
besides,  and  that  he  had  been  honored 
with  many  important  and  responsible 
positions  in  his    town    and    had    repre- 
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sented  the  state   in  its    legislature,    and  realities  is  ours,  and  the  future  with 

had  taken  a  prominent  part   in   making  possibilities  is  before  us. 
the  laws  ^hat  governed  and   blessed    it.  I).   W.    Mancukstkr 

But  the  present  with  its  certainties  and 
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The  Steamboat  Association  resol,ved 
at  once  to  build  another  steamboat  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  Walk-in-the- 
Water.  On  this,  a  citizen  of  Buffalo, 
Judge  Samuel  Wilkeson — a  man  of  un- 
common natural  gifts  and  ability,  of 
great  energy  of  charj.cter  ar.d  of  large 
business  talents,  born  and  brought  up 
from  boyhood  amidst  the  Whiskey  Re- 
bellion pe'ople  of  Western  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  period  of  Washington's  adminis- 
tration— looking  at  the  question  in  all 
its  bearings,  and  as  it  especially  related 
to  the  future  prosperity  of  Buffalo, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  by  thi  con- 
currence and  aid  of  his  neighbors,  he 
could  so  control  the  freshets  and  the 
breaking  _up  of  Buffalo  creek  in  the 
spring,  as  to  s^veep  out  tlie  obstruc- 
tions at  its  mouth  and  open  a  passage 
to  debouche  the  new  boat  to  be  built, 
in  case  the  contractor  would  consent  to 
i)uild  the  same  in  said  creek.  This  the 
contractor  consented  to  do  in  case 
Wilkeson  would  furnish  him  proper 
and  adequate  security  for  its  accomp- 
lishment in  the  shape  of  a  bond  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  case  of  failure. 
This  was  agreed  to  and  the  security 
pledged,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
when  the  freshet  occurred  and  the  ice 
in    said    creek    be.nan    to   mo\e.    Wilke- 


son with  his  ap])liances  was  soon 
on  hand  ;  and  so  adroitly  managed 
as  to  sweep  out  of  said  creek  the 
obstructions,  and  successfully  floated 
the  new  steamer, — named  the  Superior 
— into  the  open  lake,  and  delivered  the 
same  uninjured  to  the  contractors,  and. 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  a  channel  has 
been  kept  open  ever  since,  and  was  for 
a  long  period  held  as  a  fair  sample  of 
what  might  be  accomplished  in  respect 
to  all.  the  rivers  which  entered  the  lake. 
At  the  period  of  my  entrance  into 
Buffalo,  although  its  population  was  in- 
significant in  numbers,  yet  no^  one 
doubted  but  in  due  time  a  large  and 
flourishing  city  must  be  built  on  or 
near  its  site,  and  become  the  commer- 
cial emporium  of  the  great  West. 
Whether  this  site  would  he  fixed  at  the 
village  of  Buffalo  or  Black  Rock  was, 
at  that  period,  in  many  intelligent  minds 
a  matter  of  some  doubt.  Both  villages 
had  claims  and  able  advocates.  Black 
Rock  had  at  that  date  the  only  reliable 
harbor  for  vessels,  but  with  the  draw- 
back of  so  rapid  a  current  as  to  make 
the  Niagara  ri\-eriu  front  of  its  dockai;e 
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impracticable  for  navigaUon,  while 
Buffalo  had  no  harbor  of  ingress  or 
egress  i(\\  any  kind  of  shippinc;.  but 
both  had  the  advantage  of  the  tlrie 
canal.  The  advocate  for  the  site /jf  the 
city  at  Black  Rock  was  one  of  tlie  most 
able  and  popular  men  in  the  state  of 
Xew  York,  Gen.  Peter  B.  Porter,  while 
Judge  Wilkeson  of  Buffalo,  advocated 
and  labored  untiringly  for  the  selection 
of  Buffalo  as  the  site  of  the  great  em- 
porium. The  discussion  was  not  only 
vehement,  but  often  bitter  and  acrimoni- 
ous ;  but  quietly  ceased  on  the  assur- 
ance tliat  P.ifLlo  creek  was  to  be  formed 
into  a  safe  and  practicable  harbor  for 
the  shipping  of  the  lake,  Let  me  here 
say  that  *  in  my  own  mind  I  never 
doubted  but  this  question  woald  be 
finally  settled  in  favor  of  Buftalo.  After 
its  settlement,  the  large  forwarding 
houses  which  were  located  to  some 
extent  at_  Black  Rock,  slowly  and  from 
time  to  time  moved  their  quarters  to 
Buffalo  Creek,  and  from  that  time  for- 
ward Bqffalo  rapidly  increased  in 
wealth  and  population  v^-ithout  any 
drawbacks.  From  this  period  the  com- 
merce of  the  lakes  had  increased  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  induce  Congress  to 
adopt  active  measures  to  improve  the 
harbors  of  the  lakes,  so  as  to  make 
their  navigation  measureabl\-  safe  and 
secure. 

The  new  steamboat,  iiatned  the  Super- 
ior, was  the  second  steamer  built  for 
lake  traffic  and  navigation.  It  hailed 
from  Buffalo  Creek,  and  run  the  lake 
for  many  years,  successfully  ;  was  a 
very   popular    and    successhil   steamer. 


and  was,  after  many  years  of  service, 
converted  into  a  sail  vessel,  for  the 
carrying  of  freight,  in  which  service  it 
ended  its  history  and  usefulness. 

On  my  reaching  Buffalo  in  January. 
1825,  I  well  remember  there  was  much 
speculation  among  all  classes  as  to  the 
strange  and  sudden  disappearance  of  a 
sailor  by  the  name  of  Love,  who  for 
several  years  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
spending  his  winters,  after  the  close  of 
navigation,  among  his  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances in  and  around  Buffalo,  un- 
til the  spring  of  the  year  again  called  him 
to  his  profession.  He  was  a  man  who 
by  diligenceand  prudent  industry,  had 
accumulated  and  laid  by  considerable 
property.  He  was  not  married,  and 
had  but  few  associates,  yet  v,-as  regarded 
by  his  acquaintances  as  an  acceptable 
and  welcome  guest.  This  winter  he 
was  lodging  and  boarding  in  the  family 
of  one  of  the  Thayers,  in  the  town  of 
Hamburg,  near  Buffalo.  These  Thayers 
consisted  of  father  and  two  sons.  They 
were  ordinary  farmers,  and  were  all 
married  and  had  separate  homes,  and 
were  of  the  ordinary,  well-to-do  class, 
and  not  suspected  of  crime.  Love  made 
his  home  with  the  oldest  brother.  They 
all  knew  he  had  considerable  means, 
for  a  man  in  his  situation,  and  that  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  using  it  for  increase 
by  loaning  it  or  by  the  purchase  of 
property.  He  was,  I  think,  without 
any  relatives  of  any  kind.  Consider- 
ing the  lone  character  of  Love,  the 
ready  means  and  amount  of  property 
so  held  by  him,  they  laid  their  plans 
for  his  destruction  and    to    secure    and 


MAGAZINE 


Western    History 


ILLUSTRATED. 


^  VOL.  X 

May,    1889— October,  iJ 


NEW    YORK: 
Magazine  of  Western  History  Publishing   Co., 

32  Cortlandt  Street.  / 


.;-M 


•«--^i,-^- 


■.\rA:icrs  /-xo.)/  a  pa>.VF./:Rs  xurE-BooA: 


iipiiropriate  his  iiroperty  to  their  own 
use.  It  wns  accomplished  on  thiswise: 
<"»n  the  ocrasion  of  hop;  killing  time,  the 
father  and  youniiest  son  met  by  ap- 
pointment at  the  house  of  the  oldest 
son  where  the  hog  killing  v.-as  to  take 
place,  to  aid  him  in  the  slaughter  and 
packing  of  the  pork,  they  having  pre- 
viously contrived  to  send  away  on  a 
visit  for  the  evening  all  the  female  mem- 
bers of  the  three  families,  so  that  they 
might  not  be  disturbed,  and  their  de- 
signs frustrated.  It  was  evening,  and 
they  proceeded  with  their  work.  But 
the  contiding  Lo^e,  having  no  suspicion 
of  their  inlciition,  sat  in  a  <ommou 
<hair  near  by  the  oldest  brotlier  of  the 
Thayers,  talking  and  watching  him  in 
cutting  up  the  jiork.  w-ith  his  chair  a 
little  tipped  back  and  his  stocking  feet 
resting  easily  against  the  jamb  of  the 
fireplace.  In  this  position  he  was  when 
the  younger  brother  of  theThayers,  who 
was  an  excellent  shot,  took  his  rifle  and 
went  outside  and  deliberately  shot  Love, 
through  Uie  window.  He  fell  over,  but 
it  did  not  appear  to  be  fatal,  and  so  the 
other  Thayer  struck  him  the  death  blov^- 
with  the  axe  he  was  using  to  cut  up  the 
pork.  After  the)' liad  murdered  him. 
they  proceeded  t',>  hide  his  remains  as 
well  as  they  could  in  the  woods  near 
by.  All  three,  the  father  and  two  sons. 
were  engaged  in  this  attempt  to  secrete 
the  body  of  Love  ;  greatly  disconcerted. 
no  doubt,  that  the  winter  snows  did  not 
come  to  their  aid  as  they  might  have 
expected,  and  in  their  fear  of  exposure 
they  were  led  to  remove  him  as  they 
tlionght  to  n  more  secure  retri»at.       N'ot 


long  alter  the  murder  of  Lo\e,  tl'.e 
Thayers  proceeded  to  take  possession 
of  his  property,  representing  that  Love 
had  gone  away  and  had  left  the  care  of 
his  property  with  them  in  his  absence, 
and  had  given  to  them  a  full  power  of 
attorney  to  this  effect,  which  they  ex- 
hibited to  convince  his  creditors  [debt- 
ors, probably  meant]  that  it  was  really 
so  ;  but  these  acts,  and  some  oth.er 
suspicious  proceedings  of  the  Thayers. 
aroused  a  strong  feeling  among  the 
neighbors  that  all  was  not  right,  and 
people  considered  it  prudent  and  proi^er 
to  make  thorough  examination  of  the 
facts,  which  residted  in  the  discoxery 
of  his  body,  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment of  the  Thayers.  their  trial  and 
conviction,  and  final  execution,  in  the 
spring  or  early  part  of  the  summer  of 
1825.  The  testimony  -on  which  the 
convictiim  of  the  Thayers  rested,  was 
wholly  circumstantial  but  very  con- 
clusive, and  every  point  fully  and  per 
fectly  sustained  and  corroborated  b\- 
the  full  confession  of  the  culprits  from 
the  scaffold  before  their  execution, 
which  took  place  some  time  in  or  about 
the  month  of  June,  1S25.  It  occurred 
at  a  time  when  the  general  public  were 
admitted  to  witness  exhibitions  of  tliis 
nature,  unrestricted  by  age  or  other- 
wise. From  all  parts  of  the  state, 
multitudes,  old  and  young,  flocked  tu 
the  city  on  the  day  appointed,  to  wit- 
ness the  scene.  It  took  place  in  a 
public  square  of  the  city, — then  vil- 
lage,— and  it  was  estimated  that  not 
less  than  twenty  to  fifty  thousand  spec- 
tators were  present.      Among    this    vast 
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assemblage  I  was  also  present,  it  being 
not  only  the  first  but  the  last  time  of 
witnessing  an  occurrence  of  this  nature. 
It  was  usual  at  this  period,  and  on  such 
occasions,  to  hold  religious  services. 
Preaching  and  prayer  from  the  scaffold 
were  the  usual  e.xercises.  On  this  oc- 
casion the  Rev.  Mr.  Fillmore,  a  noted 
Methodist  clergyman,  delivered  the  dis- 


course and  conducted  the' services  ;  all 
of  whiciiwas  delivered  from  the  scaffold, 
and  the  voice  of  .Mr.  Fillmore  was  loud 
and  strong  enough  to  make  him  audible 
to  the  fullest  limits  of  the  crowd.  This 
man  Fillmore  was  the  father  of  Millard 
Fillmore,  who  was  subsequently  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

\Vrr.i.iA\r  Williams. 


WHAT     IS     THF     VALUE     OF    A     MOUXTAIX 


KSTIMATI 


JULY    4,     iSSlJ,     OF    TF 

General  Sher.man's  characteristic 
speech,  delivered  in  Denver  on  the  4th 

of  July  last,  contained  this  passage  : 
"  To  me  the  great  plains  of  Kansas  and 
Xebraska  are  commonplace,  though 
they  produce  such  untold  quantities  of 
corn,  wheat,  etc.  There  is  nothing 
there  to  excite  the  imagination  or  fancy. 
Look  at  your  mountains,  those  glorious 
mountains,  which  stretch  seemingly 
endlessly  from  North  to  South.  A  man 
here  where  we  stand  might  sit  at  his 
own  doorstep  and  drink  in  beauties  to 
satisfy  his  soul.  Xow,  if  you  could 
take  up  Fong's  Peak  and  remo\  c  it  to 
Lawrence,  Kansas,  you  could  get 
5 1, 000, 000  for  it.  [Great  Laughter.] 
There  is  an  idea  for  you.  Ves,  if  you 
could  get  it  to  Lawrence  or  Omaha  you 
would  easily  get  a  million.  They 
would  think  it  cheap." 

Long's  Peak,  upon  which  Gen.  Sher- 
man places  this  estimate  as  a  tiling  of 
beauty    and    grandeur,    was    first     dis- 


covered by  Col.  Stephen  Harriman 
Long  of  the  United  States  Army  about 
July  4,  iSro.  The  official  account  of 
his  explorations,  published  in  iS:j;. 
says  : 

July  4,  1S20. 

••We  had  Iiopeii  to  celebrate  ourgreat 
national  festival  on  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, but  the  day  had  arrived  and  they 
were  still  at  a  distance.  It  was  not. 
however,  forgotten  to  c-elel)rate  the  an- 
niversary of  our  National  Independ- 
ence, according  to  our  circumstance.>. 
An  extra  pint  of  maize  was  issued  to 
each  mess,  and  a  small  portion  of 
whiskey  distributeii.  The  party  re- 
mained encamped  during  the  afternoon  . 
when  the  e\tra  allowance  of  corn  was 
cooked  and  eaten,  and  the  whiskes 
drank  in  honor  of  the  day." 

This  was  the  first  celebration  of  the 
4th  of  July  that  ever  occurred  in  the 
territory  now  constituting  the  state  ol 
Cok)radir,    and     this    exploring     party. 
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historically  contrasted  with  the  two 
hundred  thousand  people  who  took 
part  in  tlie  last  occasion  of  this  kind  in 
"Deiuer,  consisted  of  twenty  persons, 
viz:  Col.  S.  H.  Long,  Commander; 
J.  R.  Bell,  Captain  of  the  artillery,  to 
act  as  journalist ;  \V.  H.  Swift,  assist- 
ant topographical  engineer;  Thomas 
Say,  zoologist  ;  Edwin  James,  botanist, 
geologist  and  surgeon  ;  J.  R.  Peall, 
naturalist;  Samuel  Seymour,  lands- 
cape painter;  Step'ien  Julian,  inter- 
preter; H.  Dougherty,  hunter;  D. 
Adams,  Spanish  interpreter;  Z.  AVilson, 
baggage  master ;  Oakley  and  Duncan, 
engagees;  Corporal  Parish  and  six 
privates  of  the  United  States  Army. 

Col.  I-9ng,  acconi'jjanied  by  Edwin 
James  and  others,  ascended  the  moun- 
tain, reaching  its  suniniit,  14,271  feet 
high,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
July  15.  1S20.  This  pioneer-soldier 
was  a  native  of  Hopkinton,  N.  H.;  was 
born  December  ,^0,  1784,  and  died  at 
Alton,  Illinois,  September  4,  1S64. 
From  181S  to  1823  he  had  charge  of 
Government  explorations  between  the 
Mississippi  ri\-er  and  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. In  1 86 1  he  was  chief  of  topo- 
graphical engineers  of  the  United  States 
Army.  He  was  therefore  one  of  those 
to  whom  Gen.  Slierman  alluded  in  the 
same  speech  when  he  said  the  United 
States  soldiers  were  the  real  pioneers 
of  the  \\'est,  and  that  the  soldiers  at 
Forts  Riley,  Leavenworth,  Dodge, 
Laramie  and  other  posts,  "have  done  as 
much  for  civilization  and  to  make  Col- 
orado what  it  is  to-iiay  as  any  other 
hotly  of  men  on  the  globe,  not  except- 


ing the  tillers  of  the  soil  or  the  miners 
who  bring  forth  from  yonder  moun- 
tains $60,000,000  or  $70,000,000  a 
year." 

A  portion  of  these  national  exercises, 
which  lasted  three  days  and  to  which 
extraordinary  interest  and  historical  sig- 
niticance  were  added  by  the  presence 
of  Gen.  Sherman,  consisted  of  a 
memorial  camp-fire  given  by  the  old 
soldiers  of  Denver  and  Colorado.  Re- 
ference to  the  names  of  the  speakers 
upon  this  occasion  will  show  that  nut 
only  was  the  United  States  soldier  upon 
these  plains  and  in  these  mountains — 
Pike  in  1806,  Long  in  1S20,  Booneville 
in  1832,  Fremont  in  1S42-3,  Sherman, 
Grant,  Logan,  Dodge  in  the  fifties — 
but  that  the  veteran  survivors  of  the 
war  of  1 86 1  are  still  at  the  front,  upon 
these  plains  and  in  these  mountains,. 
as  bankers,  merchants,  lawyers,  miners,, 
ministers,  judges  and  governors.  The 
camp-fire  thus  given  in  honor  of  Gen. 
Sherman — fift)^  years  a  soldier — was 
rendered  memorable  by  the  observance 
of  the  following  programme  : 
Address  of  Welcome  to  -  Uncle  KiUy,"  by 

Gov.  Job  .A..  Cooper 

Our  other  Guests Mayor   Wolfe   Londoner 

The  G.  A.  R.  welcome Gen.  T.  M.  Fisher 

True  Metal  in  Men Hon.  \.  P.  Hill 

Then  and  Now Dr.  David  H.  Moure 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury-  .Hon.  T.  M.  Patterson 
Mr.  ."Speaker;    I  have  the  floor 

Hon.  G.   G.  Symes 
The  Opinion  of  the  Court  is 

Jud-e  W.  S.  Decker 
Swords  and   Spears  vs.  Plow   Shares  and  Prun- 
ing Hooks Rev.  Myron  Reed 

The  I-aw  and  the  Soldier.  .  .Juu-e  T.'  B.  Stuart 
The  Surplus;    What  to  do  with  it 

'■"'■■  Gen.  R.  \\\  Woodbury 
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Fighting  and  Farming.  . .  .Gov.  John  L.  Routt 
Patriotism;  Wh.it  is  it?.  .  .Judge  O.  11.  UddcU 
Boys,  lam  gi.id  to  meet  you  again 

Gen.  W.  T.  Sliern.an 

General  Sl-erman  gracefiiH)'  alluded 
to  his  distinguished,  though  departed 
comrades,  to  Denver,  and  to  the  flag, 
by  saying  :  -'I  was  over  these  plains  in 
'67.  And  now  there  is  a  thing  that  I 
do  not  think  any  of  the  speakers  have 
touched  upon.  Grant  and  I,ogan  and 
myself  rode  all  over  here  and  through 
the  valley  which  lies  before  us.  We 
went  up  on  the  stage  to  Black  Hawk. 
Denver  had  tiien  1,200  or  perhaps  i,- 
500  people,  and  nothing    like    a    brick 


,VAGAZ/Xli    OF    WRSTEKX   H J  STORY. 


hou.sc.  What's  that?  Ah,  the  gover- 
nor had  one.  Yes,  now,  I  believe  he 
did,  but  it  was  so  small  that  he  had  to 
go  outside  to  pul!  on  his  pantaloons. 
[Great  laughter.]  To-day  Denver  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  city  in  the 
land  in  regard  to  the  comforts  and  re- 
finements of  life.  You  have  magnificent 
public  buildings  and  schools  and 
churches,  the  latter  being  large  enough, 
1  am  told,  to  contain  the  whole  popu- 
lation. Be  content.  Do  as  your 
fathers  did.  Love,  cherish  and  adore 
the  flag." 

Hf.nrv  DciiLEV  Teetor. 


EVOLUTION 


THE     AMERICAN     RAILRO.AD:     ITS     INCEPTION 
AND     RESULTS. 
XVI II. 

THE      B.U.Tl.MORE     .\ND      OHIO      IN      1S42 ITEMS      OK      GENERAL      INTEKE 

1842     AND     1843. 


The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  is  still  the 
headquarters  of  railroad  ioformation 
and  suggestion  in  the  decade  now  under 
review,  and  its  sixteenth  annual  report, 
issued  by  President  Louis  McLane 
under  date  of  October  ist.  1842,  is 
burdened  with  knowledge  of  an  illustra- 
tive character.  The  president  is  pleased 
to  inform  the  stockholders  tliat  since 
the  year  1S37  the  expense  of  transpor- 
tation upon  tile  main  line,  or  '•  main 
stem,"  as  he  calls  it,  had  been  reduced 
more  than  one  iialf,  and  that  the  cost 
at  the  time  of  making  the  report,  in- 
cluding.the  expenses  of  all  kind,  e.vcept 
interest    upon    capital,    was    less    than 


upon  any  other  road  in  the  United 
States  or  in  Europe.  He  had  also  the 
pleasure  of  stating  that  the  road 
throughout  the  entire  line,  was  as  sound 
and  in  as  efficient  shape,  as  at  the  date 
of  the  last  annual  report;  that  the 
machinery  of  all  kinds  is  more  extensive 
and  more  efficient  than  at  any  previous 
period,  and  that  certain  named  repairs 
and  improvements  of  a  minor  character 
had  been  made.  The  net  revenue,  in- 
cluding the  company's  share  of  the 
dividend  from  the  Washington  branch, 
amounted  to  ^^204, 896. 45  ;  being  more 
than  five  per  cent,  upon  the  original 
expenditure  of  four  millions  of  dollars, 
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and  nearly  tliree  per  cent,  upon  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  entire  work  from 
Baltiniore  to  Cumberland,  including 
the  machinery  of  all  kinds  necessary 
for  the  efficient  operations  of  the  road. 
While  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  had 
been  largely  aided  by  state  and  muni- 
cipal subscriptions,  it  had  come  to  the 
discovery  that  the  blessing  was  not 
without  its  drawbacks.  The  cit\  of 
Baltimore  had  failed  in  payments  of 
the  money  guaranted,  which  fact  t;ken 
in  connection  with  the  needed  exten- 
sion and  improvements,  prevented  a 
distribution  of  profits,  as  the  president 
and  directors  would  have  desired.  ''It 
would  have  been  a  source  of  gratifi- 
cation -to  the  lioard,"  they  say,  ■•  if, 
consistent  with  its  duty  in  the  peculiar 
and  trying  crisis  in  which  it  was  placed 
during  the  past  year,  it  had  been  able 
to  reserve  these  profits  for  distribution 
among  the  stockholders.  This,  hov.-- 
ever,  could  not  be  done  without,  as  it 
ajipeared  to  the  board,  leading  to  losses 
and  embarassments  far  more  injurious 
than  a  temporary  suspension  of  the 
annual  dividend.  Urged  by  every  con- 
sideration of  public  interest,  and  of 
duty  to  the  stockholders,  to  press  for- 
ward the  work  to  Cumberland, it  seemed 
imperative  upon  the  board  to  regard 
that  as  a  p'aramount  object  ;  nor  was 
it  apprehended,  until  sometime  in  tlie 
last  winter,  that  this  object  wouhl 
prove  incompatible  with  the  annual 
dividend  of  the  profits.  It  would  not 
have  been,  if  tlie  resources  on  which 
the  board  was  warranted  in  relying  for 
the    prosecution    of  its    work,    had    not 


upexpectidly,  and  from  causes  beyond 
its  control,  proved  unavailing  for  that 
purpose.  In  the  course  of  the  winter, 
however,  and  after  more  than  $2,465, 
000  of  the  city  and  state  funds  had 
been  actually  expended  upon  the  work, 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  from  a  combina- 
tion of  causes,  became  unable  to  con- 
tinue adequate  payments  on  account  of 
her  subscription.  In  this  crisis,  unless 
the  board  had  applied  tl:e  revenue  in 
aid  of  the  city  subscription,  the  work 
must  have  stopped,  and,  as  far  as  the 
board  cou'd  discern,  for  an  indefinite 
period.  In  that  event  the  road  could 
not  have  been  opened  even  to  Hancock; 
the  debts  which  had  already  been  con- 
tracted and  remaining  unpaid,  would 
have  been  promptly  demanded,  and  for 
these,  the  revenue,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  charter,  not  less  than 
any  other  of  the  company's  resources, 
was  liable." 

The  board  felt  warranted  in  promis- 
ing that  between  the  1st  and  loth  of 
the  month  following,  the  road  would 
be  tinish.ed  and  put  into  operation  as 
far  as  Cumberland,  adding  that  "this 
extension  of  the  road  west  of  Harper's 
Ferry  has  been  accomp)lished  in  a  style 
of  construction  of  greater  prominence, 
and  of  superior  appearance,  even  than 
at  first  designed,  and  at  a  cost  less  than 
the  original  estimate.  .  .  .  The 
board  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
upon  this  plan  of  constructon,  and 
with  the  present  improved  freight 
engines,  general  merrliandise  may  be 
transported  from  Baltimore  to  Cumber-" 
land,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  fifty  cents 
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per  hundred  pounds,  snd  that  with  the 
facilities  furnished  by  the  extension  of 
the  road^to  Cumberland,  p:isser.gers 
may  be  transported  from  either  Pitts- 
burgh or  Wheeling  to  Philadelphia  in 
tliirty-six  hours,  and  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  fifteen  dollars.  Between 
Baltimore  and  Cumberland    passenijers 


of    the    Baltimore    &    Ohio    and 
dent  McLane  met  the  necessity  of 
ment    to     persuade    the 


tori 
Pre 

extended  argu 
public  that  tliey  were  nut  going  beyond 
sober  commercial  sense  in  urging  an 
extension  of  their  line.  "  It  is  not  to 
be  supposed,"  they  declare,  -'that  so 
luch    capital  would   have    been  risked 


may  be  transported   in   ten   and  freight      and    so    many    sacrifices    encountered 
in  fifteen  hours." 


The  board  feel  that,  upon  the  whole, 
they  have  made  a  pretty  fair  showing, 
and  looking  back  upon  all  tlieir  diffi- 
culties it  would  be  hard  to  declare  that 
they  are  in  the  wrong:  "That  the  ob- 
servations which  the  board  will  feel  it 
.  a  duty  to  submit  in  another  place  may 
be  justly  appreciated,  it  ought  now  to 
be  remarked  that  these  ends  have  been 
accomplished,  and  the  road  carried 
ninety-seveti  miles  'during  a  period  of 
unparalleled  disaster  in  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  country.  That  during  the' 
same  peri'od  there  has  existed  not  only 


m.erely  for  the  construction  of  a  work 
which  should  terminate  at  Cumberland, 
or  be  there  arrested,  without  proper 
exertions  to  extend  it  further.  The 
obvious  and  declared  purpose  of  the 
men  by  whom  the  enterprise  was  pro- 
jected, and  of  the  states  under  the  au- 
thority of  which  it  has  been  persever- 
ingly  pushed  forward,  in  defiance  of 
the  most  formidable  obstacles,  was  to 
open  an  easy  and  certain  communica- 
tion with  the  western  waters,  and  fur- 
nish to  the  intermediate  country  the 
advaniages  of  a  cheap  transportation. 
It    was    especially    the    object    of    the 


a  great  scarcity  of  money  but  a  general      state   of   Maryland  and  of   the  city  of 


derangement  in  all  branches  of  busi 
ness;  all 'public  securities  have  been 
greatly  depressed,  and  most  other 
works  of  public  improvement  ha\e  been 
suspended  or  altogether  abandoned." 

Glancing  at  the  railroad  map  of  Am- 
erica to-day,  and  seeing  the  nian\'  lines 
that  carry  from  ocean  to  ocean,  it 
seems  strange  that  less  than  half  a 
century  ago,  argument  and  effort  were 
needed  to  urge  the  stockholders  of  a 
pioneer  line  to  extend  it  forv.ard  so 
that  the  seaboard  should  have  steam 
communication  with  that  far  western 
point — the  Ohio  river  I     Yet  the  direc- 


Baltimore  to  open  the  shortest  and 
cheapest  route  to  the  West,  and  there- 
by secure  to  the  city  the  benefit  of  the 
valuable  trade  with  the  great  valley  of 
the  Mississippi;  and  in  prescribing  the 
Ohio  river  as  the  indispensible  limit  of 
the  enterprise,  it  was  clearly  foreseen 
that  the  object  could  not  be  fully 
attained,  if  the  work  sliould  stop 
short  of  that  point. 

"  The  charters  granted  by  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  each  con- 
template the  same  limit;  in  each  is 
C(;ntained  the  same  express  provisioci 
that  the  work  shall  be   extended    to  the 
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Ohio  river.  It  \\ould  there fo^e  ^ppear 
to  be  the  diiiv  uf  the  conipariv  faith- 
fully to'excrt  aM  its  energies  to  extend 
tlie  road  in  conformity  witli  these 
grants.  To  rest  content  with  a  shorter 
limit,  or  to  falter  in  the  undertaking, 
when  by  proper  exertion  it  might  be 
carried  onward,  v.-ould  not  only  dis- 
appoint the  objects  of  the  charters 
but  most  probalily  lead  to  the  projec- 
tions of  other  works  by  which  the  Bal- 
timore &  Ohio  railroad,  in  its  incom- 
plete state,  might  be  rendered  of  little 
comparativ'e  value." 

The  promise  of  the  directors  that  the 
extension  to  Cumberland  should  be 
opened  before  the  loth  of  the  month 
following,  was  ma'Je  good.  From  the 
Baltimore  American  of  Xovemher  6  we 
learn  of  the  formal  opening,  by  an 
expedition  over  the  line  by  the  presi- 
dent and  directors,  and  a  few  invited 
guests.  _  "The  route  from  this  city 
("Baltimore)  to  Hancock  has  been  for 
some  time  open  to  travel.  From  the 
latter  pgint  to  Cumberland,  a  distance 
of  fifty-five  miles,  the  road  is  just 
finished,  and  for  the  first  time  on 
Thursday,  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  wild 
regions  of  the  .\!!eghany  behehl  a  train 
(jf  cars  drawn  by  a  smoking  locomotive 
among  their  hills.  The  rails  are  heavily 
laid,  of  the  best  iron,  and  after  the 
most  impro\-ed  style  of  construction  ; 
and  so  well  graded  is  the  road,  and  so 
firmly  settled,  ti;at  its  cars  rolled 
smoothly  onward,  at  a  velocity  unusual 
even  in  railroad  traveling.  The  enfire 
distance  from  Haltimore  to  Cuml.ierland, 
one  hundred   and    seventy-eight   miles, 


was  performed,  including  stoppage,  in 
ten  hours  ;  and  upon  the  new  portions 
of  the  ro.id  the  rate  of  speed  was  con- 
siderably beyond  theaverage  of  the  rate 
on  that  part  of  the  road  between  the 
city  andHarper's  Ferry,  which  is. con- 
structed with  a  different  rail." 

STILL    SUPPLANTING    STEAM. 

The  ambitious  delversinto  the  secrets 
of  nature,  who  are  determined  to  find 
some  motive  power  more  efficient  and 
economic  than  steam,  are  still  at  work; 
as  we  pass  along  into  the  closing  days 
of  1S42.  T\-\t  Edinbicrg  Witness  has 
discovered  an  experimenter  who  pro- 
poses to  accomplish  the  desired  result 
by  use  of  the  electro-magnet.  Under 
the  patronage  of  the  Edinburg  &^Glas- 
gow  railway  company,  a  Mr.  Davidson, 
a  "philosophical  instrument  maker," 
was  employed  in  a  series  of  experiments 
"as  to  the  practicability  of  applying 
electro-magnetism  for  propelling  trains 
along  the  line  of  a  railway.  A  machine 
containing  six  powerful  batteries,  large 
magnetic  coils,  and  three  large  magnets 
fastened  on  each  of  two  revolving 
cylinders,  through  which  pass  the  axles 
of  the  driving  wheels,  had  been  con- 
structed, and  tested  in  the  presence  of 
the  directors."  "The  ponderous  ma- 
chine, weighing  between  five  and  six 
tons,  was  instantly  set  in  motion,  on 
the  immersion  of  the  metallic  plates 
into  the  troughs  containing  a  solution 
of  sulphuric  acid.  One  curious  phe- 
nomenon connected  with  the  motion  of 
this  new  and  ingenious  instrument,  was 
the  extent  and  brilliancy  of  the  re- 
peated   electric    flashes    which    accom- 
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paiiied  the  actirin  of  the  machinery. 
The  motion  produced,  though  not  rapid, 
was  such,  as  clearly  to  establish  the 
principle  that  this  agent  is  adapted  to 
the  purpose  of  locomotion,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  steam."  At  about  this 
time  two  inventors,  Messrs  Clogg  and 
Samunda,  were  exhibiting  in  Wor\vood 
Shrubs,  West  London,  England,  the 
model  of  an  atmospheric  railway  that 
was  to  accomplish  the  same  purpose  as 
claimed  for  electricity  in  the  above, — 
supplant  steam.  An  article  prepared  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  Kingston  &  Dublin 
railway,  favoring  tlie  idea,  and  addressed 
to  the  board  of  trade,  was  referred  to 
two  eminent  engineers,  who  made  a  re- 
port thereon,  declaring  that  they  con- 
sidered "  the  principle  of  atmospheric 
propulsion  as  established." 

A  little  later, — in  the  summer  of 
1S43, — these  hopeful  inventors  were 
permitted  a  demonstration  of  the  sound- 
ness of  tfieir  claim,  by  a  test  upon  the 
Dalkey  line.  The  statements  that  fol- 
low, are  made  upon  the  authority  of 
the  London  Mechanics'  Magazine  .-  At 
five  o'clock  the  leviathan  air  pump  was 
put  in  operation,  and  in  sixty  strokes 
an  altitude  of  twenty^ inches  was  indi- 
cated by  the  barometer,  'which  shortly 
afterwards  reached  twenty-two  inches 
and  one-tenth.  This  was  the  realiza- 
tion of  the  most  sanguine  expectations, 
and  left,  it  was  thought,  no  room  for 
doubt  as  to  the  completeness  and  power 
of  the  machinery,  and  its  capability  of 
producing  sufficient  vacuum.  Each 
inch  of  altitude  in  the  baronieter-gange 
indicated  a  propelling  power  equal  to 


nine  tons  on  a  level  road,  at  a  velocity 
dcpende;.L  on  the  speed  of  the  air  pump 
piston.  ;'The  Dalkey  engine  working 
twenty-four  double  strokes  per  minute, 
trains  may  be  moved  at  upwards  of 
fifty  miles  per  hour."  The  description 
of  the  experiment  continues  : 

"The  passenger  carriages  being  at- 
tached to  the  piston,  with  the  engine 
working  at  half  power  and  the  height 
of  the  mercury  in  the  barometer  vary- 
ing from  eleven  to  fourteen  inches,  the 
train  moved  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in 
three  minutes,  and  accomplished  the 
distance  of  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  four 
minutes,  although  retarded  at  starting 
and  at  the  terminus  by  the  brakes  on 
the  wheels.  The  result  of  the  experi- 
ment was  regarded  as  a  triumph. 
The  engine  is  one  hundred  horse-power, 
with  an  air-pump,  double  stroke,  dia- 
meter sixty-seven  inches  ;  the  diameter 
of  the  open  pipe  is  fifteen  inches.  The 
open  pipe  will  be  nine  thousand  two 
hundred  feet  in  length,  and  the  close 
pipe  upwards  of  twelve  hundred.  The 
station  at  Dalkey  is  seventy-six  feet 
higher  than  at  Kingston — one  in  fifty- 
seven,  or  ninety-two  feet  per  mile,  being 
the  greatest  angle  of  elevation ;  the 
main  ascent  is  one  in  a  hundred  and 
fifteen  feet,  or  forty-six  feet  per  mile. 
It  is  computed  that  a  train  will  de- 
scend from  Dalke}'  by  its  r.wn  gravity, 
at  the  rate  of  from  thirty  to  thirty-five 
miles  per  hour." 

It  was  reserved  for  a  Dublin  editor 
to  forsee  all  the  wonderful  changes 
that  Wiould  immediately  follow  in  the 
wake  of    this   great    invention.      "The 
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success  nf  the  trip,"  he  declares,  "  is 
not  only  gratifying,  as  rewarding  the 
spirited  enterprise  of  the  directors,  but 
it  is  of  vast  importance  ir)  a  national 
point  of  vie\v„  Its  success  will  create  a 
complete  revolution  in  railway  me- 
chanics. Railways  will  be  constructed 
at  an  infinitely  cheaper  rate  than  at 
present,  and  maintained  in  perfect 
working  order  at  a  proportionably  less 
expense.  The  unsightly  embankments 
and  costly  excavations  which  now  add 
so  considerably  to  the  expenditure  in 
laying  down  a  line,  will  not  be  required 
to  the  same  extent  as  at  present.  Hence- 
forth there  will  be  none  of  these  fright- 
ful accidents  now  of  such  frequent  oc- 
curence,*arisir:g  from  the  bursting  of 
boilers  and  the  collision  of  trains.  The 
same,  if  not  a  greater  velocity  can  be 
obtained  by  atmospheric  pressure;  while 
the  economy  of  construction  and  work- 
ing will  be  infinitely  greater  ;  and  thus 
in  a  country  like  Ireland,  where  the 
want  of  capital  is  felt,  and  where  some 
persons  imagine  that  railways  con- 
structed and  conducted  on  the  old  prin- 
ciple would  not  prove  renumerative, 
must  be  productive  of  the  most  ad- 
vantageous results." 

Not  only  was  steam  to  be  supplanted 
by  electricity  and  air,  but  the  chemists 
were  also  at  work  in  the  preparation  of 
material  that  should  forever  do  away 
with  the  iron  rail.  One  French  in- 
ventor announced  that  he  had  pro- 
duced a  composition  that  would  reduce 
the  cost  of  rails  to  a  mere  trifle:  He 
woulJ  replace  the  iron  by  a  combina- 
tion of  Kaolin  clay  (that  used  for  mak- 


ing pottery  and  china)  with  a  certain 
metallic  substance,  which  gives  a  body 
so  hard  as  to  wear  out  iron,  without 
being  injured  by  it  in  turn;  loo  kilo- 
grams of  this  substance  would  cost  less 
than  fifteen  francs  and  would  furnish 
two  and  one-half  metres  of  rail.  An- 
other substitute  was  that  described 
under  a  patent  process  discovered  by  a 
Mr.  Payne,  an  Englishman,  "  for  pre- 
venting dry-rot  and  decay  in  timber." 
This  process  he  proposed  to  make  sub- 
servient to  railway  economy,  enaTsling 
the  roads  of  the  future  to  be  construct- 
ed at  one-third  former  cost,  "and 
tattsing  a  saving  in  wear  and  tear  of 
locomotive  engines,  carriages,  etc., 
which,  in  the  present  embryo  state  of 
tl'.e  invention,  it  is  impossible  to  ap- 
preciate. A  line  of  rails  about  one- 
hundred  and  seventy-six  yards  long  is 
laid  down  near  the  Vauxhall  Bridge 
road,  of  Scotch  fir,  with  the  fibre  in 
horizontal  position,  on  which  a  loco- 
motive carriage  has  been  running  con- 
tinually for  a  fortnight — equal  to  a 
train  running  twelve  times  a  day  for 
months  on  a  railway— yet  of  such  me- 
tallic firmness  has  the  texture  of  the 
wood  become,  from  the  operation  of 
Payne's  preser\ation  process,  that,  al- 
though a  lead  colored  mark  shows 
plainly  the  track  of  the  wheels,  it  re- 
mainsas  perfect  as  the  outside,  and  not 
even  a  saw  mark  is  yet  obliterated. 
The  process  alluded  to  above  consists 
in  exhausting  the  wood  by  the  air-pump, 
and  then  saturating  it  with  iron  and 
wine  in  solution,  until  it  becomessemi- 
petrificd    and    insoluble,   increasing  in 
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weight  from  fifteen  to  tu-enty  ptr  rent., 
and  becoming;  impervious  to  the  action 
of  the  atmosphere,  and  entirely  incap- 
able of  suffering  by  abrasion." 

Despite  all  tlicse  promises,  the  steam 
locomotive  and  the  iron  rail  have  as 
yet  bravely  held  their  own. 

GENERAL  ITEMS. 

Tracing  the  line  of  information  once 
more  chronologically,  and  gleaming 
minor  information  of  a  railway  nature 
here  and  there,  we  pass  on  into  the 
early  days  of  1S43.  One  of  the  first 
indications  of  that  future  close  union 
which  should  be  welded  between  the 
railroad  and  the  magnetic  telegraph, 
then  in  the  days  of  its  earliest  and  mos-t 
unpron!isir>g  infancy,  is  found  in  the 
permission  just  granted  to  Prof.  Morse, 
by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  make  use  of  the  railroad  right 
of  way  from  Baltimore  to  Washington 
for  the  stringing  of  his  lines;  a  grant 
that  eventually  developed  into  greater 
things  than  even  Morse  dreamed  of. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Civil  Engineer's 
Institution  in  London,  England,  it  was 
admitted  that  the  superiority  of  Ameri- 
can locomotives  was  incontestable; 
and  tlie  statement  made  that  in  a  trial 
on  an  inclined  plane,  an  American 
"Bogie"  engine,  with  a  cylinder  of 
twelve  and  one-half  inches  in  diameter, 
driving  wheels  four  feet  diameter, 
weighing  fourteen  tons,  had  conveyed 
a  gross  load  of  fifty-four  tons  up  the 
incline  at  the  rate  of  twelve  miles  an 
hour,  while  the  best  of  the  English  en- 
gines, with  a  thirteen  inch  cylinder,  and 
weighing  twelve  tons,  drew  thirty-eight 


tons  up  the  incline  at  the  rate  f)f  si.x 
miles  an  hour.  It  wa.;  also  stated  that 
the  American  machines  consumed  a 
greater  amount  of  fuel  than  the  English. 
The  return  given  by  the  English  roads 
for  June,  through  the  board  of  trade, 
showed  that  the  average  of  speed  then 
attain;-d  by  the  English  roads  exclusive 
of  stoppage,  was  as  follows:  London  & 
Birmingham,  twenty-seven  miles  per 
hour;  Great  Western,  thirty-three; 
Northern  &  Eastern,  thirty-six  ;  North 
Midland,  twenty-nine;  Midland  Coun- 
ties, twenty-eight  ;  Manchester  &- 
Birmingham,  twenty-five;  New.  Castle 
&  North  Shields,  thirty;  Chester  & 
Birkenhead,  twenty-eight ;  Birmingham 
&  Derby,  twenty-nine.  "The  foregoing 
return  of  speed  onthe  English  railway," 
comments  the  New  Yprk  Jour?ial  of 
Commerce,  "  shows  an  average  rate  ex- 
ceeding the  rates  in  this  country, — say 
nineteen  to  twenty  miles  an  hour.  On 
some  of  our  best  roads,  with  the  hea\-y 
edge  rails,  we  have  accomplished  as 
high  rates  of  speed,  to  wit,  a  mile  in  a 
minute,  as  was  once  performed  in  Eng- 
land. Our  engines  have  drawn  greater 
loads  up  higher  grades,  in  comparistin 
to  their  weight.  The  great  difficulty 
with  most  of  our  roads  is  that  they  are 
too  slightly  built,  from  the  deficencyof 
capital  in  this  country."  In  a  report 
to  the  T^ondon  board  of  traile,  in  con- 
nection with  the  above,  it  was  shown 
by  several  facts  "that  railways  are  the 
safest  of  all  modes  of  conveyance,  and 
more  particularly  safe  than  steamboat 
travelling."  From  January  1st  to  July 
ist,     1841,    it    was    shown,    only   three 
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people  had  lost  their  lives  upon  rail- 
roads from  causes  beyond  their  control. 
The  nuriibcr  of  passen^'ers  travellint; 
was  9,122.000  ;  the  distance  travelled 
182,440,000  miles.  The  number 
killed  froTi!  causes  beyo.nd  control  was 
one  to  3,040,666  ;  while  only  one  pas- 
senger lost  his  life  for  each  60,813,333 
miles  travelled. 

The  line  between  Detroit  and Pontiac, 
Michigan,  was  completed  in  July,  1S43, 
and  opened  for  travel.  It  v.as  twenty- 
five  miles  in  length.  "On  the  4th,"  says 
the  Detroit  Frie  Press  of  that  month. 
"  Gov.  Barry,  accompanied  by  several 
state  officers  and  by  his  staff,  took  a 
ride  to  Pontiac  by  invitation  of  the 
proprietors,  and  was  haad.somely  re- 
ceived throughout  the  route.  The 
journey  across  the  Peninsula,  from  De- 
troit to  St.  Joseph  or  Michigan  City,  is 
performed  by  this  route  with  great  ease 
and  expedition,  and  the  journey  to 
Chicago  made  in  little  more  than  forty- 
■  nine  hours." 

In  December,  1843,  announcement 
was  made  that  the  unique  line  of  rail- 
road connecting  Milan,  Ital)-,  and  thesea 
city  of  Venice  would  be  completed  by 
1845.  Its  length  was  one  hundred  and 
si.xty-eight  and  one-third  miles,  and  cost 
of  construction  Sio,  315,000;  or S6 1,000 
per  mile.  The  waters  lying  between 
Venice  and  the  mainland  were  to  be 
traversed  by  a  bridge  over  two  miles 
long,  constructed  with  two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  arches,  two  strong  abut- 
ments, and  five  earth  platforms  distri- 
buted ■  throughout  its  length.  The 
bridge  was   then    half    completed,  and 


was  estimated  would  cost  $945,000 
when  finished.  "The  boldness  and 
good  taste  of  this  great  work  has  added 
much  to  the  reputation  of  Milani,  the 
chief  engineer,  who  is  also  engaged  in 
supervising  the  construction  of  the  road. 
Locomotives,  of  English  and  Austrian 
workmanship,  have  for  some  time  tra- 
versed about  twenty  miles  of  the  road 
in  the  Venetian  territory.  The  Lom- 
bardy  section  will  be  finished  as  far  as 
Treaviglio,  in  1S44."  A  treaty  was  in 
the  same  year  completed  between 
Genoa  and  Switzerland,  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  from  Chambery 
and  Genoa,  at  the  expense  of  the  two 
governments. 

From  a  published  statement  made  in 
January,  1S44,  it  is  learned  that  rail- 
road stocks  remain  a  good  financial 
investment,  and  that  the  capitalists  had 
little  hesitation  as  to  future  values. 
From  that  statement  we  gleam  the 
following  :  The  N'ew  England  rail- 
roads are  managed  with  great  efficiency 
and  strict  economy,  and  the  happy 
fruits  of  the  system  are  seen  in  the  un- 
failing profitableness  of  th.e  works 
themselves.  The  dividends  for  the 
past  six  months,  just  declared  by  these 
companies,  are  as  follows  : 

Cur. 
Ro.ids.  Capit.ll.        Divd.     \mt.     pre-. 
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The  statement  continues;  Tiie  Utica 
&  Schenectady  railroad  has  paid  a 
regular  dividend  of  ten  per  ceiit.  since 
its  completion  in  1S35.  The  amount 
of  money  received  for  passengers  is 
over  $3,000,000  ;  the  amount  of  divi- 
dends paid  more  than  $4,500,000 
besides  leaving  a  surplus.  Capital, 
82,000, 000.  The  Utica  &  Syracuse 
railroad,  which  has  been  in  operation 
three  years,  cost  SSoo,ooo,  and  has 
paid  dividends  to  the  amount  of  S200, 
000,  or  about  seven  and  one  half  per 
cent.  The  receipts  for  freight,  passage, 
etc.,  on  the  Vicksburg  &  Jackson 
road  for  the  three  quarters  of  the  year 
ending  ist  of-  July  last,  amount  to 
$113,117.66.;  and  the  expenses  during 
the  same  time  to  $80,839.82  ;  showing 
a  net  profit  of  $32,179.84.  Buffalo 
&  Attica  road  :  From  the  ist  of 
April  to  the  ist  of  December,  1S43, 
the  number  of  passengers  on  this  road 
was  62,484;  amount  of  receipts,  $40, 
973.  The  running  expenses  during  the 
same  period  were  Si  2, 000;  malting  the 
net  earnings  of  the  road  $28,973, — =1 
little  over  nine  per  cent,  on  8320,000  ; 
its  cost  of  construction.  The  ten  years 
seven  per  cent,  loan  of  $200,000  adver- 
tised by  the  Hartford  &  New  Haven 
railroad  company,  was  all  taken,  at 
different  rates  of  premium,  up  to  three 
and  one  half. 

A  difficulty  occuring  in  the  same 
month  of  January,  led  to  a  declaration 
by  the  courts  as  to  the  legal  status  of  a 
railway,  that  may  be  worth  preserving. 
One  Clement  Kochell,  of  Soutiuunpton, 
Virginia,  held   large   claims  against  the 
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I'ort.'^mouth    &   Roanoke    railrod    com- 
pany,   and   not   being   able  to  effect  a 


satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  cor- 
poration, assigned  the  same  to  Francis 
E.  Rives,  who  v.-as  supposed  to  have 
bought  as  a  speculation.  The  latter 
made  demands  with  which  the  company 
could  not,  or  would  not,  comply, 
whereupon  he  assembled  forty  men 
and  proceeded  to  tear  up  that  portion 
of  the  road  upon  which  he  held  a  lien. 
Several  miles  were  gone  before  the 
community  learned  of  his  violent  pro- 
ceedings. Volunteers  immediately 
started  forth  to  arrest  his  further  havoc, 
while  others  proceeded  to  repair  the 
injury  already  done.  Rives  declared 
his  determination  to  proceed,  where- 
upon he  was  arrested,  and  held  to 
answer  for  the  damage  he  had  already 
done. 

As  Rives  had  already  enforced  his 
lien  by  a  regular  purchase  at  a- 
sheriff's  sale,  he  made  the  defense  upon 
trial  that  the  property  was  his  and  he 
could  do  as  he  pleased  with  it.  The 
case  was  heard  before  Judge  Pearson, 
at  Northampton,  North  Carolina,  who 
decided  that  a  railroad  was  a  public 
highway,  and  could  not  be  legally 
destroyed,  even  by  the  act  of  the  c<jm- 
pany  itself.     The  Court  held: 

"The  right  of  the  legislature  to 
condemn  private  property  for  the  road, 
as  the  land  o\-er  which  it  runs,  the 
wood,  stone,  gravel  and  earth  required 
for  its  construction  and  repair,  can  only 
be  derived  from  the  fact  that  the  road 
is  for  a  public  benefit  and  is  to  be  used 
as  a  public  highway.     To  consider  the 
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road  as  incr?  private  property  is  to  sup- 
pose the  lec;i5lature  has  taken  tlie  prop- 
erty of  certain  citizens  without  their 
consent,  and  vested  that  property  in 
certain  other  citizens  for  their  indivi- 
dual benefit;  wliereas,  to  consider  it  as 
a  public  highway,  witli  certain  inci- 
dental private  interests,  fully  sustains  the 
authority  of  the  legislature  to  make  the 
condemnation.  It  is  a  principle  of  the 
common  law, which  expands  and  adapts 
itself  to  new  cases  as  they  arise,  that 
■whenever  the  public  has  a  right  and 
that  right  is  invaded,  the  offender  is 
linh'?  "-o  indi'-tn-'ent;  and  in  the  case  of 
,  a  railroad  constructed  like  the  one 
under  consideration,  by  a  joint  stock 
company,"  although  the  company  has  a 
private  interest,  that  interest  is  incid- 
ental— is  secondary — and  must  be  en- 
joyed so  as  not  to  defeat  the  paramount 
object,  and  one  which  is  essential  to 
the  creation  and  existence  of  the  road 
— the  pul'Uc  right.  If,  therefore,  the 
company  should  take  up  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  road,  not  with  a  view  to 
repairs  or  to  replace  it  \vith  better  ma- 
terials, but  v.-ith  a  view  to  obstruct  and 
hinder  the  public  in  the  use  of  it,  it 
would  fall  within  the  principle,  and  the 
individuals  offending  would  be  liable  to 
indictment.  This  broad  proposition  is 
decisive  of  the  question." 

In  regard  to  tiie  title  which  passed 
by  the  sale  of  the  sheriff,  the  Court 
.decided: 

"Waving  all  objections  to  the  mode 
in  which  the  sale  was  made,  the  Court 
is  of  tiie  opinion  that  no  title  passed, 
because     the     superstructure     therein 


used  and  consti'uting  the  road  was  not 
s'.dilect  to  execution  sale.  It  is  clear 
that  nothing  can  be  sold  under  execu- 
tion, which  tiie  debtor  himself  cannot 
sell.  The  company  may  sell  the  ma- 
terials before  they  are  laid  down,  but 
as  soon  as  they  become  a  part  of  the 
road,  the  public  right  attaches,  and 
neither  a  company  nor  a  purchaser  can 
tear  up  and  remove  that  part  of  a  pub- 
lic highway  without  violating  the  law. 
Admitting  that  the  president  and  di- 
rectors, if  they  see  proper  to  violate 
their  charter  and  subject  themselves  to 
indictment,  have  the  power  to  tear  up 
the  road  and  can  then  pass  title  to  the 
materials,  it  by  no  means  follows  that 
the  title  can  pass  upon  the  severance  ; 
still  less  that  the  law  will  lend  its  aid, 
and  pass  title  by  a  judicial  sale  to 
property  which  the  debtor  cannot  sell 
without  being  liable  to  indictment,  and 
v.hich  in  this  instance  the  company  can- 
not sell  without  violating  its  duty  to  its 
creditor,  and  thereby  forfeiting  its  ex- 
istence. 

"  It  is  said  that  the  company,  having 
incurred  debts,  will  not  by  the  princi- 
ples of  our  law  be  permitted  to  hold 
property  which  creditors  cannot  reach. 
The  company,  at  the  time  of  its  cre- 
ation, agreed  to  perform  certain  services 
to  the  public  after  its  creation  ;  it  in- 
curred liabilities  to  individuals  ;  as  both 
cannot  be  discharged,  the  right  of  the 
public  must  be  preferred,  because  it  is 
first  in  time  and  first  in  importance, 
and  because  the  individuals  who  gave 
credit  did  so  with  a  full  knowlcd.-c  that 
the   company   had    this   public    duty  to 
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perform,  and  one  claiming  under  a 
creditor  has  no  right  to  complain  be- 
cause he  1^  not  permitted  to  do  that 
which  would  prevent  the  performance 
of  public  duty.  The  Court,  therefore,  ' 
upon  the  first  count,  also  decides 
against  the  defendant.  The  defend- 
ant is  fined  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, and  will  be  in  custody  until  the 
fine  and  costs  are  paid." 

The  fine  was  fixed  at  this  low  sum, 
because  the  Court  was  satisfied  that 
Mr.  Rives  acted  under  the  advice  of 
counsel,  and  there  was  no  reason  to 
apprehend  that  he  would  repeat  the 
offense. 

RAILRO.\D  PROGRESS    THE    WORLD    OVER. 

A  brief  review  of  the  progress  of  rail- 
road building  up  to  that  date  the  world 
over,  appears  in  the  New  York  Courier 
and  Enquirer  \n  September,  1S44.  fn 
the  German  states  twenty-five  lines 
were  already  completed,  twelve  nearly 
finished,  aiid  seventeen  projected;  with 
152  completed  for  every  million  of  her 
inhabitants,  while  France  had  but  i5  to 
each  million",  Belgium  50,  Great  Britain 
85,  and  the  United  States  277.  Great 
Britain  had  49  lines  completed,  of  1,716 
miles  in  length,  at  a  cost  of  $300,000,- 
000;  built  entirely  by  private  enter- 
prise, with  the  e.xception  of  S670  per 
mile,  per  annum,  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment on  the  principal  lines  for  the 
transmission  of  mails.  Ten  per  cent, 
dividend  was  the  return  upon  the  maitj 
lines,  the  most  profitable  being  then 
the  Stockton  &  Darlington,  used 
mainly  for  the  carrying  of  coal  "at  one 
penny    per    ton,    per    mile,"     netting 


fifteen  percent,  per  annum,  and  shares 
selling  at  £.iQ>o  for  ^-^100  paid  in.  The 
railways  then  projected  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  exceeded  2,500  miles. 
France,  despite  the  ambitious  plans  we 
described  some  pages  ago, — laid  aside, 
however,  in  an  election  excitement — 
had  realized  as  yet  only  560  miles. 
"  Several  years,"  says  thewriter  quoted, 
"have  been  spent  in  discussing  the 
question  and  mode  of  aiding  private  en- 
terprise, in  preference  to  the  construc- 
tion and  management  of  railways  by 
the  government.  For  the  privilege  of 
transmitting  the  troops  and  munitions 
of  war  on  favorable  terms,  the  French  , 
government  now  propose  to  procure 
from  individuals  the  land  for  the  right 
of  way,  and  to  grade  the  railroad  ready 
for  the  superstructure,  which  the  cor- 
porations, under  the  charter,  are  to  fur- 
nish with  the  iron  rails,  engines  and 
cars.  A  moderate  interest  is  then  first 
allowed  to  the  corporations  from  the 
net  receipts  of  the  road,  on  their  dis- 
bursements. The  additional  gain  is 
then  divided  between  the  stockholders 
and  the  government." 

Belgium  had  342  completed  miles, 
constructed  by  the  government  for 
commerce  and  tor  military  defense,  all 
radiating  from  Malines,  paying  five  per 
cent.,  managed  "  very  expensively," 
with  many  objections  from  the  public 
as  to  their  management  and  accom- 
modations. Prussia,  as  has  been 
shown,  was  rapidly  introducing  the  new 
improvement  under  a  liberal  system, 
partially  aided  by  the  government. 
Russia,   in    1S37,   had   only  one  short 
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railroad,  eighteen  miles  in  length,  con- 
necting St.  Petersburg  and  a  neighbor- 
ing watering;  phice.  "It  was  constructed 
by  Chevalier  de  Gerstner  and  his  as- 
sociates under  a  liberal  chr^rter  from 
the  Emperor,  as  a  pattern  railway.  It 
was  straight,  the  government  setting  the 
example,  to  yield  the  grounds  through 
a  fortification  and  the  gardens  attached 
to  the  palace  of  the  Emperor,  to  effect 
this  object."  That  line  was  then  pay- 
ing eight  per  cent.  "The  Emperor  has 
a  road  in  the  course  of  rapid  construc- 
tion, superintended  by  American  en- 
gineers, extendin':;  from  St.  Petersburg 
to  Moscow,  four  hundred  miles  in 
length,  .\nothcr  from  the  same  point, 
upward*  of  one  thousand  miles,  extend- 
ing to  the  Caspian  sea,  with  Ijranches 
to  the  Black  sea,  and  in  other  direc- 
tions, designed  for  military  attack  and 
defense."  From  Vienna  there  were 
two  routes  ;  one  by  the  Danube,  and 
the  other  by  the  Trieste.  "From  Paris 
a  railway  is  to  run  to  Lyons,  and  from 
thence  to  Marseilles,  on  the  .Mediterra- 
nean. This  route  through  France, 
connects  London  with  the  present  route 
to  India,  via  the  Nile,  Cairo  and  Suez, 
and  the  Red  sea.  It  is  designed  to  im- 
prove this  route  by  the 'immediate  con- 
struction of  a  railway,  which  has  been 
surveyed  from  Cairo  to  Suez.  The  dis- 
tance is  only  eighty-four  miles.  Sixty- 
seven  miles  are  as  straight  as  an  air 
line,  and  what  is  remarkable,  the  en- 
gineer, M.  Callow,  finds  the  route 
gravel  and  pebbles.  It  is  the  route 
supposed  to  have  been  adopted,  in  their 
flight,  by  the  children  of  Israel.       Des- 


potic Spain  and  Port'igal  are  still  blanks 
in  the  railway  system,  both,  however, 
arc  beginning  to  turn  their  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  thus  enlighten  their 
people." 

"  The  United  States,"  concludes  the 
writer,  "proportioned  to  her  capital 
and  her  iS, 000,000  population,  has  ad- 
vanced more  rapidly  with  their  railways 
than  the  whole  of  Europe.  She  has 
5,000  miles  completed,  and  in  use,  pay- 
ing about  five  per  cent.  We  have  a 
number  of  miles  in  the  course  of  con- 
structifm,  and  at  least  10,000  miles  of 
railways  projected.  We  have  expended 
on  railways  3125,000,000."     , 

But  all  this  wonderful  activitj-  the 
world  over,  was  not  the  result  of  any 
definite  commercial  demand  ;  specula- 
tion was  rife;  and  although  the  United 
States  had  passed  through  its  most 
heated  speculative  stage,  culminatingin 
the  panic  of  1S37,  the  Old  World  was 
entering  upon  a  season  of  like  charac- 
ter. Careful  and  conservative  men 
upon  both  sides  of  the  sea  were  alarmed 
at  the  tendency  of  the  day,  but  the 
mass  looked  only  upon  the  bright  side, 
and  believed  that  the  day  of  golden  re- 
turns had  only  come.  •  'Tlie  last  English 
papers,"  says  one  American  writer,  in 
May,  1S45,  "state  that  railroad  pro- 
jects continued  to  be  submitted  to  the 
board  of  trade  for  their  approval,  pre- 
paratory to  going  to  parliament.  In 
many  so  sanguinewere  the  parties  of  suc- 
cess, that  a  high  premium  was  paid  for 
the  shares  even  before  it  was  known  ' 
whether  they  would  be  approved  or  re- 
jected.     In  one  case  especially,  that  of 


•  ■    K    W)   -A?-?V«. 


MAGAZ/.VE    OF    IVESTERN   HISTORY. 


the  London  &  York  project,  consisting 
of  sixty  tliQusand  shares,  the  premium 
was  jC--^  .pcf  cent.,  equal  to  about 
§6, 000,000,  although  dependent  for  auy 
value  wholly  upon  the  decision  to  be 
made  by  parliament.  In  another  the 
announcement  of  the  board  of  trade 
produced  an  immediate  effect  on  the 
price  to  the  extent  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  .  .  The  French 
chambers  were  engaged  when  the  last 
packets  left  Havre,  in  measures  for  pre- 
venting, if  possible,  the  gambling,  or 
South  S ■<!  tendency  of  the  rage  for  rail- 
roads. .  .  The  first  effect  of  spring- 
ing all  these  immense  lines  of  railway 
upon  the  world,  is  to  create  so  unusual 
a  daman  J. for  iron,  an  expensive  in- 
gredient in  their  construction,  so  far 
beyond  v.hat  has  ever  yet  beeu  sup- 
plied by  all  the  iron  works  of  the  world, 
that  the  price  of  the  article  has  rapidly 
advanced  in  both  Europe  and  America, 
and  iron  works  are  being  put  in  blast 
on  every  hand." 

From  an  able  and  thoughtful  article* 
that  appeared  in  midsummer  of  1S45, 
we  gain  a  clear  idea  of  the  actual 
phases  of  this  commercial  excitement, 
and  of  the  height  to  which  the  fever 
had  run.  ••Few  would  form  any  ade- 
quate idea."  says  tlie  writer,  •'of 
the  railroad  mania  now  prevailing 
in  England,  without  e.'canuning  the 
public  journals  of  that  .  country. 
They  are  liieraly  filled  with 
contests  lur  the  right  of  constructing 
routes,  and  all  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment are  pannelled  off  into  committees 
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of  three  or  fonr,  which  arc  designated 
Croup  A,  Sec,  until  the  aljihabet  is  ex- 
hausted, and  then  commence  with 
Group  AA,  &c.,  and  go  on  until  they 
are  nearly  exhausted  again, — and  before 
tliese  respective  groups  a  preliminary 
hearing  of  the  merits  of  each  applica- 
tion is  had,  the  parties  for  and  against 
the  application  feeing  counsel,  and 
summoning  v.-itnesses  who  are  examined 
upon  oath,  touching  the  whole  concern, 
to  the  feasibility  of  the  project,  and  in- 
terests it  will  effect.  Noblemen  in 
many  cases  make  furious  defense  of 
their  parks,  their  pleasure  grounds,  and 
their  ancient  manors,  which  these  ex- 
cavations sometimes  sadly  disfigure. 
Established  routes  of  railroads  and 
canals,  as  well  as  localities  that  are  to 
be  injured  byany  newproposed  rail  route, 
muster  and  systematically  concentrate 
all  their  influence  to  meet  and  defeat 
the  application.  Circulars  are  pub- 
lished calling  upon  all  such  interests  to 
exert  themselves  to  get  those  members 
of  parliament,  whom  theycan  iuthience, 
to  be  sure  to  be  in  attendance  by  such 
a  day.  which  is  fixed  for  a  hearing,  and 
decision  on  report  of  the  committee,  or 
group,  that  in  the  meantime  will  have 
the  question  under  examination. 

■'  The  main  topic  which  just  now 
agitates  the  greatest  number  of  existing 
interests,  or  railroad  companies,  and 
on  which  they  have  summoned  all 
their  influence  to  be  present  on  the 
1 7th  of  June,  on  which  day  it  was  to 
come  up  for  discussion  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  applicants  for  a  new  great 
western  railway,  on  which  a  warm  de- 
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I'ute  was  anticipated,  was  tlie  applica- 
tion of  somt;  of  the  new  companies  to 
use  a  '.wide  K'^'S*^  '  instead  of  the  usual 
gauge  or  width  for  the  rail  track. 
Numerous  experiments  have  been  and 
are  yet  bein;;  made  to  test  t!ic  compar- 
ative advantages  of  the  two  widths. 
From  a  careful  perusal  of  the  London 
papers  in  our  possession  upon  this  point 
we  conclude  that  the  wide  gauge  deriiled- 
iy  has  it,  and  that  the  old  companies  liave 
mainly  to  rest  their  opposition  to  an 
undoubted  improvement,  upon  the  in- 
convenience to  which  it  will  subject 
them,  to  accommodate  their  cars  and 
tracks  to  connect  with  sucli  roads  as 
may  be  allowed  to  adopt  the  improve- 
ments,, or  on  the  confusions  which 
different  gauges  must  produce. 

"  Not  halt  satisfied  with  the  railroads 
which  they  succeeded  in  getting  the  per- 
mission of  parliament  to  gridiron  their 
own  island  with,  the  capitalists  of 
Englaiid  are  lending  a  friendly  hand  to 
their  neighbors  across  the  channel  in 
maturing  projects  for  paving  France 
with  iron  rails.  We  see  a  number  of 
their  projects  advertised  in  the  London 
papers,  in  which  the  parties  agree  that 
half  the  capital  may  be  furnished  by 
British  shareholders.-  The  French 
chambers,  as  yet,  have  cviu'  ed  more 
caution  in  granting  railway  privileges 
than  the  British  parliament  have  been 
able  to  e\ercise.  The  conservative 
members  of  both  governments  are 
alarmed  at  the  impulse  which  is  direc- 
ling  such  tremendous  sums  into  a  single 
traiif  of  speculation,  and  earnestly  en- 
deavored   to    avert    a   catastrophe,  too 


aj't  to  be  the  result  of  such  a  fever. 
Yet.  they  have  granted  railway  privi- 
leges that  will  require  a  heavy  outlay 
to  complete. 

"  The  London  Mor>ung Herald  man- 
fully battles  for  the  railroad  era,  for 
railway  interests  and  railway  expendi- 
tures in  preference  to  spending  mil- 
lions in  foreign  wars  and  subsidies.  In 
the  paper"  of  the  17th  ult.,we  find  their 
contemporaries  are  combed  by  them: 
'  Our  doleful  contemporary,  the  Morn- 
ing Pest,  is  sadly  alarmed  at  what  it 
is  pleased  to  call  the  wilder  (than 
France)  madness  and  cupidityof  British 
speculation  in  railroads.  Now  in  this 
alarm  we  cannot  participate,  it  being 
our  misfortune  to  differ  from  our  con- 
temporary upon  the  danger  of  railroad 
speculation.  Of  course  we  do  not,  nor, 
as  we  believe,  does  the  ^^lorning  Foi/. 
speak  of  those  who  buy  railroad  shares 
to  sell  them  again — that  is  essentially 
gambling,  as  much  so  as  betting  at 
hazard  or  rouge  et  twir — but  of  persons 
engaged  in  that  kind  of  bona  fide  specu- 
lation which  men  pursue  when  they  lay 
their  money  out  upon  land,  labor  and 
iron  trams  with  an  expectation  of  being 
remunerated  by  the  profits  of  traffic. 
Nov\-,  so  limiting  railway  speculation, 
we  contend  that  scarcely  any  invest- 
ment of  capital  can  be  more  prudent 
for  the  individual,  or  anything  like  so 
beneficial  to  the  public.  Railroads 
may  in  many  cases  fail  to  realize  very 
extravagant  hopes,  but  Hiry  ivill  ahoays 
be  worth  something  to  the  shareholder; 
and  we  need  not  say  how  beneficial 
they  must  be  to  the  community,  what- 
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ever  the  profit  to  the  ov.iiers.  We  do 
not  advise  anybody  to  invest  his  whole 
property  in  a  railroad,  however  profit- 
able, any  more  than  Tve  advise  anyone 
to  risk  In-  all  upon  a  sin^-Ie  cargo;  but 
we  certainly  would  not  dissuade  a 
friend  who  might  be  at  a  loss  for  some 
means  of  turning  superfluous  money  to 
account,  from  adventuring  it  in  a 
reasonably  hopc-ful  railroad.'  " 

The  article  above  quoted  *  furnishes 
a  pertinent  and  illustrative  quotation 
upon  the  same  theme  from  the  Boston 
Post,  of  a  few  days  previous  ;  "In 
England,  at  the  present  time,  the  all- 
engrossing  subject  of  speculative  action, 
either  in  the  stock  market  or  the  House 
of  Commons,  is  to  devise  and  carrj^ 
through  some  new  railroad  scheme,  or 
at  least  got  into  script"  and  then  sell 
out  at  a  profit.  So  far  from  railway 
commisioners  affecting  any  practical 
benefit  or  relieving  parliament  from 
the  labor  oi  investigation;  the  members 
were  overwhelmed  with  an  avalanche  of 
railway  bills,  and  on  the  25th  of  May 
there  were  st-;ty-five  bills  pending  before 
eighteen  committees,  which  projects 
were  approved  by  one  thousand  peti- 
*  See  Niles,   Vol.  6.S,  p.  300. 


tioners,  and  upwa/ds  of  two  thousand 
witnesses  were  under  examination. 
Thirty-six  other  railways  stood  in  that 
day's  order  for  reports,  besides  many 
others  which  were  liable  to  be  thrown 
out  fnr  non-compliance  with  standing 
orders.  In  group  X  there  were  ten 
bills,  the  London  &  York  havingthe  call, 
and  a  single  case  cannot  be  finished  in 
a  month.  In  group  DD  there  were 
fourteen  more  bills,  some  of  which  in- 
volve the  disputed  ijuestion  of  wide  and 
narrow  gauge,  and  one  bill  alone  has 
occupied  a  fortnight,  two  days  being 
devoted  to  the  examination  and  cross- 
examination  of  Robert  Stephenson. 
Oth.er  committees  were  being  appointed 
to  twenty-four  other  railways,  and  so 
great  was  the  demand  for  committee- 
men that  it  was  seriously  proposed  to 
send  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  Ireland, 
and  drag  the  recusant  Irish  members 
into  the  committee  rooms  to  undergo 
their  share  of  railway  examination.  In 
a  committee  of  which  the  celebrated 
Macauley  is  chairman,  a  cross-examin- 
ation of  one  engineer  lasted  three  days 
and  a  half,  as  all  the  points  of  railway 
science  were  thoroughly  gone  into." 
J.   H.   Kknn'f.dy. 
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THE  RAILROAD  MEN  OF  AMERICA. 


CHARLES    F.    MAYER. 


When  Charles  F.  ^^aye^,  in  Decem- 
ber, iSSS,  was  selected  as  the  official 
head  of  the  great  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
system,  the  Baltimore  American  voiced 
the  general  opinion  when  it  said  of 
him  :  "  No  better  man  could  have  been 
selected.  There  is  no  one  in  this  city 
whose  judgment  is  more  thoroughly  re- 
spected, whose  business  training  is  more 
mature,  whose  executive  ability  is  more 
conspicuous.  As  a  financier  Mr.  Mayer 
ranks  as  high  in  the  estimation  of  this 
city  as  any  of  its  citi/;ens.  He  is  a  man 
of  great  industry,  a  worker  who  makes 
others  work,  a  far-seeing,  careful,  con- 
servative e.xecutive,  who  has  proved  his 
capacity  in  the  management  of  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  successful  coal 
companies  in  this  country.  His  per- 
sonal merits  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen, 
his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  city 
and  state,  are  well  known  and  need  no 
praise.  He  will  unquestionably  make 
a  good  president." 

Even  the  briefest  review  of  Mr. 
Mayer's  life  and  labors  will  establish 
the  justice  of  this  newspaper  verdict. 
He  comes  of  a  family  in  which  have 
been  long  recognized  those  qualities 
that  ensure  success  and  command  res- 
pect. The  first  of  that  family  to  settle 
in  America  was  Christian  Mayer,  who 
located   in   Baltimore  shortly  after   the 


Revolutionary  War.  He._was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  German  Society  in 
1S17,  and  its  first  president.  His  son, 
Charles  F.,  was  a  distinguished  lawyer 
and  public  man  of  Marv  land,  a  prom- 
inent Whig,  a  state  senator,  and  as 
chairman  of  a  joint  committee  of  both 
houses,  was  the  means  of  settling  the 
trouble  between  the  newly  organized 
Baltimore  &  Oiiio  Railroad  Company 
and  the  Chesapeake  iS:  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany, that  ensured  that  great  iron  high- 
way an  outlet  to  the  West. 

Lewis  Mayer,  the  father  of  Charles 
F.  Mayer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  also  the  son  of  Christian  Mayer,' as 
was  also  Col.  Brantz  Mayer,  a  pay- 
master in  the  United  States  navy,  and 
a  literateur  well-known  in  American 
letters.  Lewis,  who  died  in  the  prime 
of  a  brilliant  manhood,  was  educated 
in  one  of  the  best  continental  universi- 
ties, and  was  a  cultured  and  accom- 
plished gentleman.  He  was  no  less 
noted" for  his  business  talents  than  for 
his  mental  culture,  and  was  among  the 
pioneers  in  the  development  of  the  an- 
thracite coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  and  many  of  his  relatives  were 
large  land  owners. 

Charles  F.  Mayer  was  educated  in 
Baltimore,  and  at  an  early  age  entered 
the  counting-house   of  his  nncle,  Fred- 
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erick  Konig,  who  was  one  of  the  large 
importing  merchants  of  his  day.  He  at 
once  manifested  a  great  aptitude  for 
business,  and  Lefore  he  was  of  age  was 
sent  as  sujiercargo  to  the  western  coast 
of  Soutli  America,  on  one  of  the  last 
trading  voyages  fitted  out  in  Baltimore 
for  that  coast.  Returning  to  this  coun- 
try after  an  absence  of  near  two  years, 
he  became  the  head  of  the  establish- 
ment in  which  he  had  received  his  busi- 
ness training,  and  until  1S65  continued 
to  conduct  a  large  and  successful  busi- 
ness. In  that  year  he  withdrew  from 
an  active  partnership  in  the  firm,  and 
in  company  with  a  number  of  other 
prominent  gentlemen  of  Baltimore, 
purchased^  and  undertook  to  develop 
'  one  of  the  valuable  gas-coal  basins  of 
West  Virginia,  for  which  purpose  they 
organized  the  Despard  Coal  Company. 
Mr.  Mayer  occupied  the  office  of  vice- 
president,  and  afterwards  president,  in 
which  position  he  had  charge  of  the 
management  of  the  company's  affairs. 

In  1S71  was  formed  the  iiouse  of 
Mayer,  C^!Tt>ll  &  Co..  miners  and 
shippers  of  coal,  which,  under  that 
name  and  later  that  of  Davis,  Mayer  & 
Co.,  became  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
influential  firms  in  the  city. 

In  1S77  Mr.  .Mayer  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  Consolidation  Coal  com- 
any,  and  of  t!ie  Cumberland  iV-  iVewark 
R.  R.  Co. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Company  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
corporations  in  America;  mining  over 
one  million  tons  of  coal  in  a  year; 
having  a  capital  of  ten  million  or  more; 
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and  owning  its  own  steam  colliers  and 
wharves  at  Locust  Point,  Hoboken  and 
on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  canal  at 
Cumberland  and  Georgetown.  Mr. 
Mayer  found  in  the  management  of  this 
great  enterprise  a  field  commensurate 
even  to  his  matured  powers,  and  his 
work  therein  was  such  as  to  show  him 
capable  of  meeting  the  requirements ■ 
of  even  greater  responsibilities  should 
they  be  entrusted  to  his  hands. 

Other  important  interests  of  Balti- 
more and  Maryland  had  felt  the  touch 
of  his  genius,  and  received  the  benefit 
of  his  great  financial  skill.  He  became 
president  of  the  Cumberland  &:  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  Company  ;  president 
of  the  Susquehanna  &  Tidewater  Canal 
Company  ;  a  director  in  the  Western 
National  Bank  of  Baltimore  ;  a  director 
in  the  Eutaw  Savings  Bank  of  Balti- 
more ;  a  director  in  the  Baltimore 
Steam  Packet  Company;  trustee  of  the 
•Church  Home  and  Infirmary;  a  mem- 
ber of  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul's  Episco- 
pal church  ;  and  in  other  ways  need- 
less to  mention  here,  has  he  made  his 
influence  felt  for  good  upon  the  busi- 
ness and  social  life  of  Baltimore  and 
the  state. 

Mr.  Mayer's  direct  connection  with 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany began  in  November,  1SS7,  when 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  its  board 
of  directors  ;  although  he  had  had 
much  to  do  with  it  and  its  affairs  in 
time  past,  as  a  close  connection  had 
held  between  it  and  the  Cumberland  & 
PennsyKania  Railroad — of  which  he  ■ 
was    president — for    many    years,    the 
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CtsTTib'Tland  &  Pennsylvania  giving  the 
Balti'i-Kjr-  i;  Ohio  Its  main  coal  trafuc. 
Mr  Gnr)h:t  and  Mr.  Mayer  had  been 
c'rjse  frienr'is  for  mriiiy  ye.irs.  As.  soon 
as  Mr.  iVr.iyer  became  a  director  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio,  he  was  made  the 
chairman  of  its  executive  committee, 
and  from  thence  had  a  voice  in  its  finan- 
cial andmcchaiiical  management.  And, 
as  was  said  in  the  beginning,  the  jjopu- 
lar  decision  was  that  the  best  possible 
choice  had  been  made,  vshcn,  on  De- 
cember rq,  I SSS,  he  was  formally  made 
the  official  lead  of  this  great  railroad 
organization.  The  record  he  has  al- 
ready made  in  that  position  has  fully 
proved  the  wisdom  of  that  choice,  and, 
as  one  lias  welt  said,  has  shown  him  fit 
to  "  f't  witli  the  other  able  men  who 
are  at  the  head  of  tlie  great  trunk  line 
systems  of  the  country." 
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In  all  the  essentials  of  a  great  rail- 
road manager,  Mr.  Mayer  is  well  sup- 
plied. Eneigetic  and  active  in  every 
movement ;  determined  and  agressive  ; 
himself  a  tireless  worker,  who  inspires 
all  those  about  him  to  their  best  exer- 
tions; a  min  of  action  rather  than 
words;  with  rare  financial  genius; 
quick  to  see  an  opportunity,  and  with 
the  courage  to  make  it  his  own  ;  he  is 
yet  ready  to  receive  theadvice  of  others, 
and  to  render  unto  ever}'  man  and 
every  conflicting  interest  its  proper 
due.  In  private  life  he  is  firm  and  un- 
wavering in  his  friendship ;  has  helped 
many  to  better  themselves  in  many 
ways  ;  while  his  charity  is  great  and 
flows  through  many  channels  liLtle 
known  to  the  world. 


WILLIAM     CHRISTIAN    BULLITT. 


The  history  of  the  Bullitt  family  has 
been  so  closely  identified  with  that  of 
Kentucky,  and  its  sons  have  had  so 
promm-jat  a  part  in  connection  with 
some  of  the  main  episodes  of  its  de- 
velopment, that  the  life  sketch  of  one 
can  hardly  be  given  without  a  glance  at 
those  of  his  name  and  race  who  pre- 
ceded him. 

In  that  valuable  jJublicationTjust 
given  to  the  public,  "  Historic  Families 
of  Kentucky,"*  several  pages  are  de- 
voted to  the  record  of  the  ancestors  of 


•"Historic  F 
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William  Christian  Bullitt,  introduced 
by  these  words:  "The  Bullitt  family 
has  long  been  seated  in  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  tradition  assigning  to  it  a 
French  origin.  The  first  of  whom  the 
writer  has  definite  knowledge  were  three 
brothers  who  lived  in  Fauquier.  One 
of  these  brothers  was  the  father  of 
Thomas,  Cuthbert,  and  Neville  Bullitt, 
who  came  to  Kentucky  at  a  very  early 
day.  Neville  was  a  farmer,  and  lived 
in  Jefferson  county.  Thomas  and 
Cuthbert  were  among  the  very  first  to 
engage  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Louis- 
ville, amassed  large  fortunes,  and  be- 
came   the    ancestors    of    .A.le-xander    C. 
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Bullitt,  the  well-known  editor  of  the 
New  Orleans /'/i-izj-K;?^  /  of  the  wife  of 
the  heroic  Phil.  Kearny;  of  the  family 
of  the  late  Dr.  Wilson,  of  Louisville; 
of  Col.  William  A.  Bullitt;  of  the 
Weissengers,  and  others." 

Another   descendant   of    the    family 
originally    located    at    Fauquier,     was 
Alexander  Scott  Bullitt,  who  also  came 
to  Kentucky  in  his  early  manhood,  and 
by    his   own    force    of   character,  even 
more    than    by    his    family    influence, 
rapidly  rose  into  prominence.      He  was 
a  member  of  the  convention  of   178S; 
a  member  of  the  convention  of   1793, 
which  framed  the  first  state  constitution; 
was  presidentof  the  convention  of  1799, 
which  framed  the  second  constitution  ; 
continuously    speaker    of    the     Senate 
from  the  establishment  of  the  state  un- 
til iSoo;  the  office  of  lieutenant-gover- 
nor having  been  created  by  the  second 
constitution,' in  iSoo  he  was  chosen'  to 
that  position,  and  continued  to  preside 
over  the  senate  until  1804 — "  a  robust, 
solid,  sensible,  strong-willed  man. ' '    His 
last  public  service  was  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature,fromv,hich  he  retired  in  iSoS. 
Alexander  Scott  Bullitt  was  married 
in  the  fall  of  1785  to  PriscillaChristian, 
the  daughter  of  Col.  William  Christian, 
a  gallant  soldier  whose  tragic  death   at 
the  hands  of  the  Indians,  on  the  North 
bank  of  the  Ohio,  is  one    of    the   many 
deeds  of    death    recorded  of    the    early 
days   in   that   region.     Of    the    several 
children  born   to  this  union,  was  Wil- 
liam Christian  Baliitt,  whose  partintlie 
public  and  private  life  of  Kentucky  was 
one  of  honor  and  usefulness. 


He  was  born  at  Ox  Moor, — his 
father's  farm  in  Jefferson  county, — on 
February  14,  i  793.  His  father  died  in 
the  year  1S16,  and  bequeathed  him  the 
family  homestead,  upon  which  he  lived 
the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  which 
he  still  owned  at  the  time  of'  his  death. 
Choosing  the  profession  of  law,  he  de- 
voted liimself  to  its  study  with  that 
thoroughness  that  was  one  of  his  charac- 
teristics, and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Louisville,  in  December,  iSi2,when 
not  yet  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
practiced  with  unusual  success  until 
1817,  when,  because  of  a  challenge  to 
a  duel  sent  by  him  to  Hon.  Ben  Hardin, 
he  was  prevented  from  further  practice, 
under  a  state  law  which  made  the  sender 
of  a  challenge  ineligible  to  practice  in 
the  state  courts.  But  this  restriction 
was  removed  in  a  few  months  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature,  and  he  returned  again 
to  a  career  in  which  he  had  already  ' 
won  success,  and  proved  himself  the 
possessor  of  those  qualities  sure  to  win 
even  greater  rewards  in  the  future. 

But  the  law  soon  proved  too  great  a 
strain  upon  a  naturally  delicate  con- 
stitution, and  early  in  1S20  Mr.  Bullitt 
retired  from  the  bar  and  settled  upon 
the  home.-farm  where  his  boyhood  had 
been  so  happily  passed.  Here  he  gave  • 
an  oversight  to  the  management  of  his 
farm,  and  at  the  same,  time  kept  pace 
with  the  movements  of  the  outside 
world.  He  ever  took  a  deep  interest 
in  politics,  but  carefully  held  himself 
aloof  from  public  life,  the  only  office 
ever  accepted  by  him  being  that  of  a 
member    of    the    convention    of    1S49, 
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which  formed  the  present  conslitjtion 
of  Kentucky.  lie  was  a  great  lover  of 
books,.and  took  a  special  interest  in  all 
matters  relating  to  history.  On  Sep- 
tember I,  iSi 9,  Mr.  Bullitt  was  married 
to  Mildred  Ann  Fry,  daughter  of 
Joshua  Fry,  who  was  one  of  the  best 
known  of  theearly  traders  of  Kentucky. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  Mr. 
Bullitt  removed  his  home  to  Louisville, 
where  he  lived  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  On  August  28,  1S77,  he  died, 
in  his  eighty-fifth  year,  his  wife  follow- 
ing him  on  July  12,  1S79.  Of  the 
children  born  to  their  union  six  sur- 
vived them  :  Hon.  Joshua  F.  Bidlitt,  of 
Louisville-;  John  C.  Bullitt,  of  Phila- 
delphiy;  Thomrs  W.  Bullitt,  of  Louis- 
ville,— all  of  whom  are  well  known  and 
successful  lawyers: — Henry  AL  Bullitt, 
a'farmer;  and  Mrs.  Sue  B.    Dixon,  wife 


of  Hon.  Archibald  Dixon,  of  Hender- 
son, Kentucky;  and  Helen  M.  Cheno- 
iveth,  wife  of  Dr.  Chenoweth,  of  Jeffer- 
son county,  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Bullitt  was  possessed  of  many  of 
those  qualities  which  made  his  ancestors 
famous  in  the  annals  of  early  Kentucky, 
and  have  won  fame  and  success  for  his 
sons.  Clear,  strong  sense,  a  determi- 
nation of  purpose  that  carried  any  de- 
sired course  of  cond'.ict  to  the  end,  per- 
fect honesty  and  candor  in  all  his  deal- 
ings with  men,  and  an  inherent  sense  of 
justice  were  among  his  most  dis- 
tinguished characteristics.  While  he 
cared  little  for  society  in  the 'general 
meaning  of  the  term,  he  was  social  in 
his  nature,  and  his  home  was  one  of 
the  most  hospitable  in  a  state  where 
hospitality  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
cardinal  virtues. 
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I'OC-NT    OK    THE    MORE    IMPORTANT    VERSIONS    OF    THE    BIBLE, 


r.EFORE    THE    DISCOVERV    OK    PRtNTIN'C. 
I. 


The  nations  of  the  world  po'^sessing 
anything  like  an  organized  go^•ernment 
have  ever  had  writings  bearing  upon 
tlie  spiritual  relations  of  their  people. 
Among  the  more  important  of  these 
writings  may  be  named  the  Vedas  of 
the  Hindus,  the  teachings  of  the  Con- 
fucious  of  Cliina,  the  Koran  of  the 
Mohammedans,  and  v.iiat  is  known  as 
the  Hebrew  and  Ciiristian  Scr!|jtures. 
These    several    writings   have    a    most 


suggestive  history,  but  as  the  latter  have 
a  special  interest  for  all  who  know 
their  influence,  in  this  introductory 
paper  it  is  proposed  to  refer  only  to 
them  ;  and  at  the  same  time  nothing 
but  a  compilation  will  be  attempted. 

In  the  early  centuries,  what  in  our 
day  is  termed  the  Bible,  was  known  as 
the  Sacred  Writings,  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, and  by  other  phrases  of  similar 
significance  ;   nor  was  it  until  the  fourth 
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century  that  this  collection  of  writings 
received  the  niinie  by  which  it  is  now 
knot™  througliout  Christendom.  Chry- 
sostom,  bishop  of  Constantinopk-,  and 
one  of  the  most  illustrious  fathers 
of  the  Church,  was  the  f^rst  to  give  the 
name  of  Bible  to  the  various  books  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testanrent. 

According  to  Ripley  the  number  of 
the  books  and  tiieir  grouping  have 
varied  in  different  versions,  tliirty-nine 
appearing  in  our  English  Bible. 
Jerome  counted  the  same  books  so  as 
to  equal  the  twenty-two  letters  of  the 
Hebrew  alphabet  :  Judges  and  Ruth; 
the  two  books  of  Samuel  ;  two  of  the 
Kings;  two  of  the  Chronicles;  and  the 
twelve  minor  prophets  making  five 
books.  The  later  Jews  of  Palestine 
counted  these  twenty-four.  As  to  their 
order  the  Masoretic  arrangement,  which 
is  that  of  our  Hebrew  Bibles,  is  very 
ancient.  •  The  Greek  speaking  Jews 
varied  from  those  of  Palestine,  and 
their  arrangement  is  preserved  in  the 
Septuagint,  whicli  is  followed  in  the 
Vulgate  and  in  our  English  Bibles,  an 
order  not  according  to  chronological 
succession,  but  made  with  a  view  to 
grouping  similar  classes  of  composition 
together,  the  historical  being  placed 
first,  the  poetic  next,  and  the  prophet- 
ical last.  The  Apocalypse,  or  the 
Revelation  of  St.  John,  is  the  only  book 
in  the  New  Testament  of  a  strictly 
prophetic  character.  It  was  written 
shortly  after  the  death  of  Nero,  and 
■whatever  may  have  been  the  opinion  of 
heathen  writers  as  to  the  inspiration  of 
the   books  of  the    Bible,    wc    have    the 


testimony  of  Papias  of  Sardis,  Melito, 
Eusebius  and  others,  that  this  book  is 
inspired.  Justin  Mart}T  and  Irenreus 
quote  the  Apocalypse  as  the  work  of 
the  apostle  John  ;  and  the  third  coun- 
cil of  Carthage,  in  397,  admitted  it  into 
the  list  of  canonical  books.  On  the 
other  hand  Dyonisius,  bishop  of  Alex- 
andria, undertakes  to  prove  that  it  was 
not  the  work  of  the  apostle  John  who 
lived  in  Asia,  and  he  bases  his  opinion 
upon  the  fact  that  the  Apocalypse  is 
absent  from  the  ancient  Peshito  edition. 
Semler,  De  Wette,  Ewald,  Lucke  and 
other  exegetical  writers  have  tried  to 
prove  that  this  book  and  the  Gospel 
of  John  could  not  have  been  written  by 
the  same  author,  while  Baur,  Hilgen- 
feld,  and  others  of  the  Tubingen  school, 
ascribe  the  Apocalypse  to  him  but  not 
the  fourth  Gospel.  Dana  says  that  the 
Johannean  origin  of  both  the  Apoca- 
lypse and  the  fourth  Gospel  was,  on 
the  other  hand,  vindicated  against  the 
critical  schoolsby  Hengstenberg,  Gudet, 
Hase  and  Niermeyer.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  former  the  Apocalypse  is  a  pro- 
gressive representation  of  the  entire 
history  of  the  Church  and  the  world, 
and  therein  may  be  found  references  to 
nearly  every  great  event  of  the  Christian 
era  ;  such  as  the  migrations  of  nations, 
the  reformation,  the  pope,  and  the 
French  revolution.  Able  advocates  for 
the  preterist  mode  of  interpretation 
have  been  found  in  Grotius,  Bossuet 
and  Calmet,  who  say  that  the  Apoca- 
lyptic visions  have  been  fullilled  in  the 
time  which  has  passed  since  the  book 
was  v.ritlen,  and   they  refer  principally 
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to    tlie    triuniiih    of    Christianity    over 
JudaisH'  ar.d  paganism. 

EwaU,  Bleek,  Stuart,  Lee  and 
Maurice  declare  that  the  "seven 
heads"  are  the  seven  emperors,  and 
as  Galba  was  accounted  as  the  sixth 
of  the  emperors,  the  fifth  was  Nero, 
who  would  return  as  the  eighth.  Cer- 
tain English  writers  believe  that  (with 
the  exception  of  the  first  three  chapters) 
the  book  refers  to  events  which  are  yet 
to  come.  For  ten  centuries  men  have 
been  studying  the  authenticity  and 
arrangement  of  the  constituent  parts  of 
the  Bible,  and  the  text  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament has  already  passed  through 
many  revisions.  The  books,  as  is  well 
known, -v.-ere  first  writtei-  on  stone  and 
papyrus  rolls,  and  the  old  Hebrew 
characters  used  are  found  on  the  coins 
of  the  Maccabees.  After  the  return 
from  the  Babylonish  exile,  the  ancient 
Hebrew  was  modified  by  Aramaic  chir- 
ography  until  it  took  the  square  form 
of  the  Pahnyrene  letters.  After  a  time 
the  words  were  separated  from  each 
other,  followed  by  a  division  into  verses; 
then  the  necessity  was  felt  of  breaking 
up  the  tt'\t  into  sections.  In  this 
division  the  book  of  the  law  was  made 
to  consist  of  six  hundred  and  si^ty-nine 
parashes,  which  (in  the  absence  of  the 
headings)  were  known  by  the  most 
prominent  subject  in  each.  Tlie  text 
thus  written  was  most  carefully  guarded, 
and  in  copying  nothingcould  be  added, 
nothing  taken  away.  Rules  were  made 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
maniiscriijts  were  to  be  written,  and 
those     rules    were    absolute.       In     the 


Masoretic  period,  reckoned  from  the 
sixth  to  the  eleventh  centuries,  the 
ancient  manuscripts  were  critically  col- 
lated and  the  notes  of  the  Masorites 
were  recorded  in  separate  books.  Since 
this  period  scholars  have  labored  to 
elucidate  the  Masoretic  text,  and  the 
manuscripts  of  the  Pentateuch  have 
been  revised.  In  July,  iS8i,the  writer 
published  in  the  Neiv  York  Observer, 
a  list  of  Bibles  translated,  copied  in 
manuscript,  and  printed  in  early  times  ; 
but  it  is  not  possible  to  make  such 
a  list  complete. 

T!ie  chronology  of  the  period  of  his- 
tory in  which  these  manuscripts  were 
written  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  involved 
in  uncertainty,  as  dates  were  seldom 
given  by  the  sacred  writers.  The  scribes 
may  have  supposed  that  in  the  matter 
of  chronology,  the  truth  could  easily  be 
ascertained  by  such  means  as  were  at 
the  disposal  of  those  for  whose  immedi- 
ate benefit  those  writings  were  made. 
The  transcription  of  these  copies  scat- 
tered throughout  Europe,  Africa,  Ethi- 
opia, Syria,  Persia  and  China,  v^^as 
chieily  the  work  of  monks  to  whose 
laborious  pens  we  are  indebted  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Scriptures  through 
the  darkness  of  the  Middle  .\ges.  The 
original  copies,  both  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  have  nearly  all  dis- 
appeared, and  the  oldest  manuscript 
known,*  as  yet  preserved,  is  of  the 
fourth  century  after  Christ.  These 
Biblical  manuscripts  are  usually  divided 
into  the  Hebrew  and  Greek,  of  which 
the  latter  are  more  numerous,  and  in- 
clude  only  the  N'ew  Testament.      The 
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form  of  the  letters  varies,  sometimes 
they  are  all  capitals,  and  niniuiscripts 
so  written^aru  called  uncial.  These  are 
the  oldest,  while  cursive  v/ritings,  in 
which  the  letters  run  on,  being  often 
joined,  with  no  capitals  except  as  in- 
itials, beloi^:,'  to  a  later  age.  Greek 
manuscripts  are  in  the  square  form, 
and  though  doubtless  rolls  like  the 
Hebrew  existed  in  very  early  times  but 
few  of  them  have  been  preserved.  The 
writer  has  one  which  contains  only  the 
book  of  Esther,  and  which  probably 
dates  back  to  a  very  remote  period  of 
time.  McClintock  states  that  the 
most  ancient  manuscripts  are  without 
any  separation  of  words.  At  the  be- 
ginning of, the  fifth  century,  and  prob- 
ably earlier,  a  dot  was  used  to  divide 
sentences.  Tne  older  manuscripts  are 
generally  incomplete  ;  a  few  originally 
contained  the  whole  Bible,  some  the 
New  Testament,  and  others  only  cer- 
tain portions  of  it.  Manuscripts  where 
the  original  writing  has  been  almost  or 
altogether  obliterated,  and  other  mat- 
ter substituted,  are  called  Codices 
Palimpscsti,  or  Rcscripti  (palimpsest 
manuscripts),  that  is  manuscripts  re- 
written. When  the  te.xt  is  accompanied 
by  a  version,  the  manuscripts  are 
termed  Codices  lUlingucs,  or  double 
tongued.  These  are  usually  Greek  and 
Latin,  and  in  a  very  old  manuscript  the 
Latin  translation  is  likely  to  be  that  in 
use  before  the  time  of  Jerome.  In  the 
British  Museum  are  several  remarkably 
interesting  specimens  of  Greek  manu- 
scripts, dating  frum  the  tenth  to  the 
fourteenth  century. 


One  of  these  manuscripts,  the  Codex 
A'exandrinus.prcseTacd  to  king  Charles 
1,  contains  thegrcater  portion  of  the  Old 
and  N'twTestaments,  and  is  supposed  to 
ha\-e  been  written  in  the  fifth  century. 
Polycarp's  Epistle  to  the  Philippians 
was  written,  says  Jacobson,  shortly  after 
the  martyrdom  of  Ignatius,  115  A.  D. 
Its  genuineness,  though  disputed  by 
writers  of  the  Tubingien  school,  is  now 
conceded.  Its  tone  is  hortatory,  ard 
ther.'  is  great  profuseness  of  quotation 
from  the  apostolic  writings.  Polycarp, 
bishop  of  Smyrna,  suffered  martyrdom 
about  167  A.  D.,  and  a  tall  Cyprus  on 
Mount  Pagus,  overlooking  the  city  of 
Smyrna,  marks  the  spot  where,  when 
entreated  to  save  his  life  by  reviling 
Ch'-ist,  he  said  '•  Eighty  and  six  years 
ha\-e  I  served  him,  and  how  can  I  blas- 
pheme my  King,  who  has  saved  me?" 
One  hundred  and  thirty-five  years  later, 
and  the  •'  Jdcxaplci"  made  its  appear- 
ance. This  was  the  celebrated  edition 
of  the  Septuagint  text  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, in  six  parallel  columns  of  the 
original  Hebrew,  the  Hebrew  text  in 
Greek  letters,  and  in  the  four  versions 
by  .^quila,  Symmachus,  the  Septuagint, 
and  Theodosian.  Of  this  we  have  only 
fragments,  edited  by  the  Benedictine 
Montfaucon.  Origin  was  the  author  of 
this  great  work,  which  he  originally 
prepared  as  a  teiratla,  giving  four  col- 
umns only,  with  the  marginal  notes, 
and  marks  indicating  ^•a^iations,  ad- 
ditions to  the  te'cts,  and  retrenchments. 

Further  research  makes  it  apparent 
that  in  3i;o  A.  D.,  Ulphilas,  or  Ulfila, 
bishop    of    the    Goths,    translated    the 
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Holy  Scriptures  into  t!ie  Gothic  lan- 
guage. He  w-as  educat^Ll  in  Christi- 
anity,  and  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
both  the  Gothic  and  the  Greek  lan- 
guages. His  success  was  so  great  in 
converting  his  people  to  Christianity, 
that  Athanaric  became  alarmed  and  in- 
stituted persecutions,  which  resulted  in 
Ulphilas  leaving  the  Goths,  in  the  year 
350.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  large 
number  of  converts,  and  received  per- 
mission of  Constantius  to  settle  at 
Necropolis.  Here  the  Gothic  colony 
flourished  for  a  time,  until  new  perse- 
cutions occurred,  when  the  colony  was 
broken  up.  A  century  later  the  Visi- 
goths and  the  Ostrogoths  adopted 
Chrisl;ianity,  as  the  result  of  this  good 
bishop's  labors.  He  was  the  great 
apostle  of  the  Goths  who  adopted  his 
creed,  Arianism,  which  consisted  of  a 
denial  that  the  Son  was  co-essential  and 
co-eternal  with  the  Father.  Happily 
after  the  reunion  of  the  Longobardians 
v/ith  the  Catholic  Church  in  662 
Arianism  as  a  sect  ceased  to  exist.  It 
was  during  the  period  of  quiet  life 
among  the  Goths  (after  thty  had  re- 
ceived from  .\urelian  the  province  of 
Dacia  where  they  settled)  that  they  were 
converted  to  Christianity.  It  was  also 
during  this  period  that  the  division 
sprang  up  between  the  Ostrogoths 
living  along  the  .shores  <jl  tiie  iJlack 
Sea,  and  the  Visigoths,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Danube  in  the  Dacian  provinces — 
a  division  which  maintained  itself 
through  the  rest  of  their  history.  In 
all'the  uuiurrous  conllicis  of  tlio  Goths 
with    the   Roman   emperors   they  drew 


their  spiritual  nourishment  from  his 
translation  of  sacred  writ.  A\'hen 
Theodosius  convoked  the  Council  of 
C'oustantine  (3S3)  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  reconciliation  between 
Arianism  and  the  Nicene  creed,  then 
it  was  that  Ulfila  was  declared  a  heretic. 
This  prolific  writer,  whose  translation  of 
the  Bible  was  the  oldest  of  the  Teutonic 
languages,  died  in  Constantinople  the 
same  year.  This  translation  shows  that 
tlie  Gothic  language,  although  closely 
related  to  the  Icelandic,  Anglo-Saxon, 
old  High  German,  etc.,  occupied  an 
independent  position.  A  manuscript 
of  Ulphilas'  version,  written  in  letters 
of  silver,  has  been  found  in  the  Abbey 
Verden,  and  from  the  style  of  writing 
it  received  the  name  of  "  Codex  Ar- 
gtiiteus."  In  the  monasteries,  which 
existed  in  the  early  days  of  the  Christian 
Church,  many  of  the  monks  were  cm- 
ployed  in  the  transcription  of  tli-e  acts 
and  teachings  of  Apostolic  tim°s,  and 
the  church  has  been  from  time  imme- 
morial the  vigilantguardian  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures.  In  some  cases  thiscopying 
was  done  from  memory  which  on  ac- 
count of  daily  repetition  would  not  be 
ditlirult.  These  manuscripts  give  to  nK>d- 
era  I'.iblical  scholars  the  text  upon  which 
il;ey  rely  in  tiieir  studies  of  the  Bible. 
Dr.  Tischend'jrf  discovered  in  the 
convent  on  Mount  Sinai,  and  obtained 
for  the  imperial  library  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, the  remarkable  Ccuicx  Sinaliicus, 
which  contains  the  entire  New  Testa- 
ment, anrl  portions  of  the  Old;  it  is 
probably  a  i)roduct  of  the  fourth 
century. 
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In  the  \'at:ran  library  at  Rome  is  a 
copy  of  the  Codrx  Vaficar.ui,  believed 
to  have  b»en  written  in  Egypt.  It 
contains  porticjns  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testameiits,  and  this  also  was  probably 
written  dr.ring  the  fourth  century.  The 
Codex  Eph)  acrni  consists  of  portions  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  over 
which  (the  original  writing  having  been 
partiallyerased)  some  works  of  Ephraem, 
the  Syrian  monk,  were  written.  This 
was  a  custom  not  uncommon,  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  parchment  or  other  ma- 
terial. It  is  assigned  by  Tischendorf 
to  the  fifth  century.  The  Codex  Bezae 
was  procured  iu  1562  from  the  monas- 
tery of  St.  Irenajus  at  Lyons,  France  ; 
and  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  written 
in  the  fifth  or  si.xth  century.  In  the 
seventh  century  Aldhelm,  an  English 
divine,  translated  the  Psalms.  He  is 
reputed  to  be  the  first  Englishman  who 
ever  wrote  in  Latin.  He  led  an  e.x- 
emplary  life,  and  history  states  that 
during  the  days  of  barbarism  in  which 
he  lived,  he  frequently  attracted  the 
notice  of  his  parishioners,  and  secured 
their  attention  by  mingling  balladswith 
grave  exhortations. 

680  A.  D.  Anglo-Saxon.  The  Golden 
Gospels  of  Henry  VIII,  Evangelia 
Latina,  folio,  MS.  on  purple  veilum, 
written  in  gold  uncials,  in  double 
columns;  bound  in  old  English  red 
morocco.  Presented  to  Henry  VIII 
of  England,  in  1521,  as  is  recorded  on 
a  leaf  of  purple  vellum  inserted  at  the 
beginning,  and  bearing  the  royal  arms 
of  England.  This  presentation  prob- 
ably took  place  about  the  time  that  the 


King  received  the  grant  of  the  title  of 
"Defender  of  the  Faith."  This  MS. 
is  a  noble  and  most  precious  volume 
and  is  (as  Quaritch,  the  owner,  truly 
says)  of  imperial  magnificence.  A  large 
inscription  in  gold  on  the  edges,  written 
at  the  time  of  its  presentation,  reads 
thus:  "Intus  crnatior  quam  foris." 
This  manuscript  is  believed  by  Prof. 
Wattenbach  to  have  been  written  for 
Archbishop  Wilfred  of  York,  between 
670  and  6S0,  and  he  has  had  confirm.a- 
tion  of  his  conjecture  from  the  great 
archccologist,  De  Rosse.  There  are 
some  Biblical  explorers  who  think  that 
this  MS.  was  written  at  the  court  of 
Charlemagne  about  7S0,  because  of 
certain  forms  of  punctuation  supposed 
to  belong  to  that  time  and  place,  but  it 
is  quite  probable  that  the  custom  was 
merely  derived  by  the  Prankish  scribes 
from  Alcuin  and  the  Anglo-Saxon 
writers.  The  pecuniary  value  placed' 
upon  this  precious  volume  by  its  pos- 
sessor is  ten  thousand  dollars,  but  its 
worth  cannot  be  estimated  by  money. 
The  writer  will  here  venture  to  say  that 
if  Mr.  Robert  Lenox  were  living,  that 
Bible  would  not  long  remain  in  Eng- 
land. 

,  In  the  year  of  our  Lord.  735,  Bede, 
a  monk,  surnanied  "  Venerable," 
translated  the  book  of  John.  Of  his 
writings,  all  of  wliich  were  in  Latin, 
the  most  celebrated  were  his  commen- 
taries on  the  Scriptures,  and  his  ecclesi- 
astical history,  from  the  time  of  Julius 
Cajsar  to  his  own  age;  the  material 
for  which  he  collected  from  tiie 
annals  of  convents  and  ancient  chron- 


:I  vy::rr>At  nl 


t     .;    '    I      S.IS-.I' 


r£s:s/0jvs  of  the  bible. 


ides.  Bede  quoted  much  from  sacred 
writings  '.vhich  he  had  impressed  upon 
his  memory,  and  his  translation  of  the 
book  of  John,  is  believed  to  be  among 
the  earliest  on  record.  Edfried, bishop 
of  Lindisfarne,  in  the  year  790  trans- 
lated the  Gospels,  and  in  the  British 
Museum  is  a  positive  evidence  that  his 
translations  of  the  Bible  in  the  vulgar 
tongue  were  made  at  this  early  period. 
Nennius,  the  supposed  author  of  "His- 
toria  Britonum,"  a  Latin  history  of 
Britain  from  the  arrival  of  Brutus,  the 
Trojan,  to  A.  D.  655,  displays  in  his 
history  of  the  Britains  a  wonderful 
knowledge  of  the  Bible,  but  his  quota- 
tions do  not  give  evidence  of  the  trans- 
lations made  use  of  by  him.  Afric,  an 
Anglo-Saxon  ecclesiastic  in  the  tenth 
century  translated  a  portion  of  the  Old 
Testament,  and  the  manuscript  is  yet 
preserved  in  one  of  the  great  libraries 
of  Europe.  Orm  also  compiled  in 
verse  an  English  harmony  of  the  Gos- 
pels, to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
"Ormalurn."  Alfred  the  Great,  king 
of  the  Sa.xons  in  England,  born-in  Berk- 
shire 849  A.  D.,  was  a  convert  to 
Christianity,  and  after  his  battle  with 
the  Danes  he  converted  the  Danish 
king,  Guthrum,  held'  by  him  as  a 
prisoner.  Alfred  was  distinguished  as 
a  scholar  as  well  as  a  patron  of  learning, 
and  he  translated  the  Psalter  from 
memory.  Freeman  describes  him  as  a 
saintwithout  superstition,  ascholarwith- 
outostentation,aconquerer  whose  hands 
were  never  stained  with  cruelty,  a  prince 
never  cast  down  by  adversity,  never  lifted 
up  to  insolence  in   the  day  of  triumph. 


The  Jews  called  the  first  five  books 
of  the  Old  Testament  Torath  Musheh, 
or  the  Law  of  Moses.  In  the  compila- 
tion of  the  Pentateuch,  Vitringa,  Simon, 
and  Le  Clcrc,  state  that  use  had  been 
made  of  documents  of  an  earlier  date. 
Astruc,  a  French  writer  of  the  past 
century,  maintained  that  in  Genesis  and 
Exodus  there  are  traces  of  original 
documents,  characterized  by  different 
names  of  God,  the  one  by  the  name  of 
F.lohim  and  the  other  by  the  name  of 
Jehovah.  This  view,  known  as  docu- 
mentary hypothesis,  was  also  adopted 
by  Eichhorn.  Hupfold,  a  German 
theologian,  pave  expression  to  the 
opinion  that  there  is  a  third  work,  by  a 
younger  Elohist,  and  the  three  works 
combined  by  a  fourth  writer,  called  by 
him  the  "Redactor,"  into  the  present 
Genesis.  Ewald,  Knobel,  Noldeke 
and  Schrader  combine  both  theories, 
and  state  that  they  find  traces  of  more 
authors  and  of  more  than  one  general 
revision.  Nearly  all  the  theologians 
who  suppose  that  the  Pentateuch  re- 
ceived its  present  form  at  a  compara- 
tively late  period,  admit  that  portions 
of  the  book  are  undoubtedly  of  Mosaic 
origin.  Hengsteuberg,  Havernick,  . 
Drechsler,  Ranke,  Nelte,  Keil,  Doug- 
las and  Bartlett,  defend  the  Mosaic 
authorship  of  the  entire  Pentateuch, 
and  hold  that  any  other  supposition  is 
inconsistent  with  the  plenary  inspira- 
tion of  the  Bible. 

As  has  already  been  stated,  the 
apographs  of  originals  existing  at  the 
present  time  are  of  great  antiquity,  and 
the  Hebrew  rolls    which   were   used  in 
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the  synagogue  worship,  are  written 
with  great  exactness.  The  skins  of 
clean  animals,  specially  prepared,  and 
fastened  together  with  strings,  also 
taken  from  clean  animals,  represented 
the  material  upon  which  the  chiro- 
graphers  labored.  The  one  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  author  of  this  paper  is  in 
the  square  Chaldee  letters,  without 
vowels  or  accents,  and  as  it  is  of  con- 
siderable length,  it  is  rolled  around  a 
cylinder.  The  writing  is  in  columns, 
presenting,  so  to  speak,  separate  pages 
to  the  eye  of  the  reader,  as  he  unrolls 
the  manuscript.  The  nucleus  of  our 
present  Bible  was  w-hat  might  now  be 
called  the  Jewish  Bible;  at  once  the 
history,  the  code  of  laws,  and  the  sacred 
book  of  the  nation.  It  was  e.xpressly 
commanded  by  Moses  before  his  death 
that  it  should  be  read  aloud  to  the  as- 
sembled Israelites  once  in  seven  years, 
in  the  Jubilee  year,  at  the  Feast  of  the 
Tabernacles  ;  and  it  was  preserved  with 
the  utmost  care  and  reverence,  by  the 
side  of  the  Ark  of  th;  Covenant  in  the 
Tabernaole.  These  parchment  rolls 
vary'in  size,  and  one  at  the  British 
Museum  if-  unrolled  and  laid  upon  the 
ground  would  occupy  a  space  seventy- 
six  feet  long  and  two  feet  two  inches 
wide.  The  art  of  writing  was  known 
and  continually  practiced  in  Egypt 
prior  to  the  time  of  Moses,  and  that 
great  lav»--giver  is  said  to  have  been 
learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
Egyptians.  \Vhen  tlicn  the  stirring 
events  of  the  Exodus  occurred,  when  a 
nation  was  to  be  organized,  laws  to  be 
made,  and  customs  to  be  established  ; 


it  is  a  moral  certainity  that  such  a  man 
would  take  care  to  chronicle  passing 
events,  and  to  have  his  laws  a  written 
code.  The  alphabet  used  by  the  He- 
brews was  probably  of  Phcenician  origin, 
and  from  these  ancient  Phoenician 
characters  those  of  many  other  languages 
would  seemed  to  have  been  derived.  Al- 
though the  Phcenician  characters  are  of 
great  antiquity,  yet  it  is  evident  that 
alphabetic  characters  were  in  use  before 
that  time.  Take  for  example  the  Moabite 
alphabet,  in  which  appear  rude  like- 
nesses of  the  things  signified  by  the 
names,  and  made  use  of  by  an  agri- 
cultural people  from  whom  they  must 
have  passed  to  the  Phoenicians.  The 
Phcenician  alphabet,  so  far  as  we  can 
trace  it  upwards,  comprised  twenty- 
two  letters,  and  the  inscriptions  were 
from  right  to  left.  There  were  the 
same  number  in  the  Hebrew,  as  can  be 
seen  by  the  alphabetic  Psalms.  This 
was  the  basis  of  the  Egyptian  hiero- 
glyphics, and  the  monuments  of  Egypt 
are  covered  with  paintings  exhibiting 
warlike  and  domestic  scenes  of  many 
animals,  astronomical  and  geographical 
figures,  plants,-  instruments,  utensils, 
together  with  a  great  variety  of  im- 
aginary forms  of  winged  snakes,  grittins, 
etc.  Some  of  them  yet  remain  perfect 
in  color,  and  those  seen  by  the  writer 
in  the  temple  of  .A.boo  Simbel,  above 
the  Second  Cataract  of  the  Nile,  ap- 
peared as  fresh  and  beautiful  as  if  they 
had  been  the  work  of  yesterday. 

This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  tem- 
ple was  cut  into  the  heart  of  tiie  solid 
rock,  and   the   hieroglyphics    were    not 
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therefore  exposed  to  the  action   of   the  Moabite   stone  found   at    Dibon,  adds 

winds.     Th.e  mysteries  of  this  language  most  remarkable  testimony  to  the  truth 

were  revealed    by  the   discovery  of  the  of  Bible  record. 
Rosetta  stone,  at  Alexandria  ;   and  the  Charles  W.   Darling. 


(To  be 
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Two  years  ago,  late  in  the  month  of 
September,  the  "soft  twili!;lit  of  the 
slow  declining  year,"  four  friends, 
bound  on  a  trip  of  hunting  and  pleas- 
ure, climbed  the  mountain  immediately 
r^rfh  ^f  r-i-^-md  '^prin-r.  The  se- 
cond day  brought  us  to  the  '"Flat  Top" 
mountains,  a  wild,  rugged,  scenically 
grand  region.  The  recently  fallen 
snow  had  driven  down  the  large  bands 
of  elk  and  deer  that  frequent  this 
region  in  the  summer,  but  their  tracks 
were  visible  on  every  hand.  Descend- 
ing from  the  "  Flat  Tops,"  we  entered 
a  valley  of  most  fascinating  beauty. 
The  land  on  either  side,  richly  covered 
with  trees,  rose  up  in  gentle  slope  to 
an  elevation  of  over  ten  thousand  feet. 
Our  horses  walked  on  a  thick  carpet  of 
mountain  flowers  and  mountain  grasses. 
Through  the  valley's  centre  leaped 
in  wildest  glee,  a  rusliing,  laughing 
m.ountain  stream,  until  it  gladly  yielded 
up  existence  by  a  plunge  into  the  bosom 
of  a  placid  mountain  lake.  Our  whole 
day's  journey  led  us  past  rushing 
streams  and  nestling  lakes  until,  late  in 
the  afternoon,  there  suddenly  burst 
upon  our  sight  that  vision  of  beauty 
known  as  "Trappers'  Lake."  I  cannot 
describe  it.   About  four  miles  in  length. 


one  and  one-half  miles  in  width,  of  the 
coldest,  purest  water,  the  rising  shores 
CO-'  ered  with  the  densest  possible 
growth  of  spruce,  pine  and  aspen,  the 
great  grim  mountain  castles  beyond, 
their  roofs  whitened  with  snow.  To 
me  it  is  the  finest  lake  that  my  eyes 
have  ever  beheld.  The  famed  lakes  of 
Italy,  with  their  gay  colored  villas, 
their  olive  and  vine  clad  hills,  I  should 
liken  to  the  bejewelled  court  ladies  re- 
presented in  the  paintings  of  Titian  and 
Paul  Veronese.  The  lakes  of  Switzer- 
land, their  shores  dotted  with  inviting 
hotels  and  substantial  villages,  I  should 
compare  to  the  buxom,  thrifty  house- 
wives ol  the  Swiss  republic.  "Trappers' 
Lake"  I  should  liken  to  the  ideal  In- 
dian maiden,  the  pure,  untainted, 
heaven-kissed  child  of  Nature. 

"  With  him  dwelled  his  dark-eyed  daughter, 

Wayward  as  the  Minnehaha, 

With  her  moods  of  shade  and  sunshine, 

Eyes  that  smiled  and  frowned  alternate, 

Feet  as  rapid  as  the  river, 

Tresses  tlo-.vin^  like  the  uater, 

And  as  musical  a  laiigliter  ; 

.\nd  he  named  her  from  the  river. 

From  the  waterfall  he  named  her, 

Minnehaha,  Laughing  Water." 

The    state    of    Colorado    is    rich    in 
nearly  all    that   nature   can   give,  but  I 
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had  always  ascribed  to  it  poverty  in  one 
direction,  poverty  in  its  supply  of  water; 
yet  every  d^y  that  I  spent  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  "Trappers'  Lake"  revealed  new 
streams,  new  lakes,  new  sources  of 
water  supply — all  beautified  by  the 
presence  of  towering  mountains  and 
primeval  forests.  This,  is  one  of 
Nature's  great  laboratories  for  the  pro- 
duction of  water,  and  I  believe  that 
this  region,  if  properly  protected,  could 
supply  water  for  all  domestic  purposes 
for  the  whole  state. 

After  my  vacation  was  over,  and  my 
mind  again  and  again  reverted  to  the 
singular  beauties  and  great  practical 
value  of  this  region  as  affecting  the 
economy  oL  our  state,  the  thought  oc- 
curred :  What  if,  with  exception  of  the 
future  natural  influences,  it  could  be 
forever  preserved  just  as  I  saw  it? 
Would  not  every  consideration — practi- 
cal, benevolent,  testhetic — emphatically 
dictate  its  "  preservation?  Ought  not 
immediate  steps  be  taken,  before  it  is 
defaced  by  the  saw-mill  and  the  mining 
shaft,  to  convert  it  intoagreat  National 
Park? 

I  had  heard  that  several  gentlemen, 
prominent  in  the  state,  had  \isiLed  the 
"Trappers'  Lake"  region,  and  with 
them  I  placed  myself  in  communica- 
tion. To  my  astonishment  I  learned 
that  all  of  tliem  had  independently  been 
thinking  of  the  same  plan,  and  my  sur- 
prise culminated  when,  not  many 
mouths  later,  the  energetic,  faithful, 
far-seeing  Forest  Commissioner  of  our 
state  approached  me  to  consider  this 
very  proposition  of  a  National  Park. 


The  immediate  result  of  this  move- 
ment was  a  memorial  presented  to  Con- 
gress by  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Colorado — which  I  shall  read  : 

HOUSE    JOINT    MEMORIAL. 

"  To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
in  Congress  assembled : 

"  Vour  Memorialists,  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  state  of  Colorado,  re- 
spectfully represent: 

"That  .in  the  northwestern  part  of  this 
state,  to  wit:  in  Garfield  county,  in- 
cluding small  portions  of  Routt  and 
Eagle  counties,  there  lies  a  tract  of  un- 
settled and  unoccupied  plateau  or  table 
lands,  commonly  called  the  White  River 
Plateau,  described  as  follows:  (Here 
follows  the  description.),  the  whole 
containing      about     1,254,000     acres. 

"That  said  lands  are  heavily  timbered 
with  spruce,  pine,  cedar,  aspen  and 
other  evergreen  and  deciduous  trees, 
interspersed  with  a  rank  growth  of 
underbrush,  vines  and  grasses ;  that 
there  are  many  creeks  and  living 
streams,  and  somt  rivers,  that  find  their 
source  from  the  perpetual  snows  lodged 
in  the  abundant  timber  and  upon  the 
peaks  of  tliis  plateau,  which  flow  into 
the  Grand.  Vampa  and  White  rivers,  as 
also  innumerable  small  and  few  large 
lakes,  all  well  stocked  with  fish,  princi- 
pally brook  trout.  That  much  wild 
game,  such  as  deer,  elk,  antelope, 
mountain  sheep,  black  bear,  mountain 
lions,  etc.,  as  well  as  small  game,  in- 
habit this  tract  the  year  'round,  making 
it  the  best  hunting  grounds  in  the  state, 
if    not  in  the    Rocky  Mountains  ;    that 
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tlierc  are  several  uiount.un  peaks  nisd 
numerous  canons  and  valleys  in  tliis 
section,, which,  togetlier  with  the  dense 
woods,  the  many  living  springs,  lakjs 
and  running  streams,  render  it  an  ex- 
tremely beautiful  and  picturesque  spot, 
especially  well  calculaLed  for  a  National 
Park. 

'•That  the  lands  herein  described 
are  not  mineral  lands,  and  being  at  an 
altitude  of  from  ten  to  ele\en  thousand 
feet  above  the  sea,  cannot  be  used  for 
agricultural  purposes. 

"  That  all  of  said  tract  is  unoccupied, 
with  the  exception  of  very  few,  perhaps 
half  a  dozen,  settlers  near  the  outskirts, 
and  is  generally  unsurveyed. 

"  ThrJ;  the  citizens  of  this  state  are 
desirous  of  having  said  tract  of  land 
converted  into  a  National  Park,  and  tiie 
timber  and  game  thereon  preserved 
from  wanton  waste. 

'•  That  this  body  has  been  volumin- 
ously petitioned  to  this  end  from  all 
sections  of  the  state,  and  by  reason 
thereof  have  likewise  memorialized  Con- 
gress to  take  some  action  in  this  be- 
half. 

"Therekork,  Your  memorialists,  tiie 
general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Colo- 
rado, strongly  urge  your  honorable  body 
to  make  such  provisions  as  shall  con- 
stitute and  create  of  the  lands  herein 
described,  a  National  Park,  to  be 
known  as  the  Colorado  National  Park.  " 

The  United  States  possesses,  at 
present,  two  so-called  National  Parks; 
in  reality,  otdy  one,  because  tiie 
"Vosemite"  is  too  small  to  be  properly 
called  a  park.      It  is  only  six  miles  long 


by  from  onr;-half  to  one  mile  wide, — 
hardly  as  large  as  our  own  "  Garden 
of  the  Gods."  The  "  Yellowstone 
National  I'ark,"  in  1S72  by  Congress 
"  reserved  and  withdrawn  from  settle- 
ment, occupancy  or  sale  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  dedicated  and 
set  apart  as  a  public  park  or  pleasuring 
ground  for  the  benefit  and  enjoyment 
of  the  peo])le  "  is  somewhat  larger  than 
our  proposed  "  Colorado  National 
Park."  It  measures  sixty-five  miles 
from  north  to  south  and  fifty-five  miles 
from  east  to  west,  whereas  our  proposed 
pai  k  measures  fift^'-five  miles  from  north 
to  south  and  forty-fi\-e  miles  from  east 
to  west.  The  "  Colorado  National 
Park  "  would  offer  one  great  advantage 
over  the  "Yellowstone"  in  that  it 
will,  within  a  year,  be  close  to  the  main 
line  of  continental  travel  and  will  hence 
be  much  more  accessible.  Roughly 
speaking,  I  can  best  indicate  its  position 
by  saying  that  it  is  bounded  on  the 
south  by  Glenwood  Springs,  on  the  east 
by  Egeria  Park,  on  the  west  by  Meeker, 
and  on  the  north  by  Haden  an:l  Yampa. 

With  this  introduction,  let  us  con- 
sider the  great  question  :  Wherein 
would  lie  the  \alue  of  such  a  National 
Park  ? 

I  fancy  that  there  are  few  intelligent 
Americans  living  to-day  who  have  not 
some  faint  inkling  of  the  fact  that 
forests,  by  their  influence  on  the  hu- 
midity of  the  air  and  of  the  soil,  by  the 
great  evaporation  of  moisture  from  their 
countless  leaves,  have  a  direct  bearing 
on  climate  and  water  supply.  The 
headwaters    of   our   great    streams   are 
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innde  by  and  in  forests.  Hence  our 
necessity  of  forest  protection.  The 
British  Association,  at  one  of  its  meet- 
ings, adopted,  amon'4  others,  two  con- 
clusions which  exactly  fit  our  case  : 

I.  "  That  in  a  country  to  which  the 
maintenance  of  its  water  supplies  is  of 
extreme  importance,  the  indiscrim.Inate 
clearing  of  forests  around  the  localities 
whence  those  supplies  are  derived,  is 
greatly  to  ! be  deprecated."  Does  not 
that  especially  apply  to  Colorado? 

II.  "  That  especial  attention  should 
be  given  to  the  preservation  and 
maintep-'nce  of  the  forests  occupying 
tracts  unsuited  for  other  culture, 
whether  by  reason  of  altitude  of  pe- 
culiarities o^physical  structure."  Does 
not  that  especially  apply  to  the  con- 
ditions of  this  proposed  National  Park? 

I  shall  not  speak,  because  I  could 
not  do  so  in  measured  terms,  of  the 
disgraceful,  sweeping  destruction  of  the 
forests  of  our  country.  It  has  been 
declared  ■'  doubtful  if  any  American 
state,  except  perhaps  Oregon,  has  more 
woodland  than  it  ought  permanently  to 
preserve."  Certain  it  is  that  in  our 
state,  where  the  forest  land  is  limited, 
and  where  the  supply  of  water  is  of 
such  tremendous  moment,  tliat  there 
should  be  a  unanimous  movement  in 
favor  of  protecting  this  great  forest  and 
this  great  water-laboratory  by  convert- 
ing it,  for  all  time,  into  a  National  Park. 

Furthermore,  this  region  is  especially 
fitted  for  the  perpetuation  of  out  moun- 
tain game,  affording  them  summer  and 
winter  ground.  No  one  who  knows 
how  rapidly  our  state  is  filling  up,  who 


knows  with  what  reckless,  improvident 
disregard  of  the  future  our  game  is 
slaughtered,  but  will  appreciate  the  sad 
fact,  that,  unless  we  provide  some  .such 
natural  prc-^erve  for  game  as  this  pro- 
posed National  Park,  there  will,  before 
many  years,  exist  not  an  elk  nor  a  deer 
in  Colonido.  The  same  fate  will  be- 
all  the  elk  which  befell  the  bufralo. 
To  my  mind,  the  extinction  of  the 
buffalo  is  a  national  disgrace  just  as  the 
destruction  of  our  forests  is  a  national 
calamity. 

As  regards  the  buffalo,  I  feel  that  our 
fathers,  by  neglecting  to  preserve  them 
for  our  pleasures  and  our  sports,  have 
deprived  us  of  our  natural  birthright. 
It  would  have  redounded  to  the 
glory  of  their  memory,  if  the  great  men 
of  our  country,  the  Webstcrs,  Clavs 
and  Calhouns  had  lifted  up  their  elo- 
quent voices  in  behalf  of  the  protection 
of  the  buffplo.  Let  us  not  make  it 
possible  for  our  children  to  cast  on  us 
the  reproach  which  we  deservedly  cast 
on  our  fathers,  but  let  us,  so  far  as  our 
influence  extends,  act  energetically  in 
behalf  of  the  preservation  of  our  ex- 
sting  species  of  mountain  game,  by 
affording  tl;em  the  protection  of  such  a 
National  Park.  There  is  more  than  one 
value  in  hunting.  Emerson  says  : 
"Any  relation  to  the  land,  the  habit  of 
tilling  it  or  mining  it.  or  even  hunting 
on  it,  generates  the  feeling  of  patriot- 
ism. He  who  keeps  shop  on  it,  or  he 
who  merely  uses  it  as  a  support  to  his 
desk  and  ledger,  or  to  his  manufactory, 
values  it  Itss." 

Another  consideration  :  As  time  goes 
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on  and  our  lountry  is  filled  liy  ever- 
increasin~  millions  of  inhabitants,  one 
of  the  rare,  iiiost  highly  prized  sights  of 
the  future  will  be  the  sight  of  the  forest 
primeval,  the  forest  undctlled  by  the 
material  struggles  of  man.  If  to  the 
forest  primeval  be  added  the  beauty 
(lowing  from  rushing  stream,  limpid 
hike  and  lofty  ]jeak,  the  sight  will  be 
hallowed  indeed.  Such  a  .region  is, 
and  for  the  pleasure  of  our  posterity, 
ought  always  to  remain,  the  region  of 
our  coutenij.>lated  National  Park.  In 
those  wilds 

"  '1  here  L-  not  lost 
One  of  earlh'b  chamis:  upon  her  bosom  yet. 
After  tlie-tllght  of  untold  centi.ries, 
The  freshness  of  her  fair  beginning  lies." 

Suppose  tiiat.  in  to-morrow  morning's 
paper,  we  were  to  read  that  some  wretch 
had  entered  the  Royal  Gallery  in  Dres- 
den and  had  cut  one  of  the  cherub's 
heads  out  of  the  great  "  Madonna  di 
San  Sisto  "  painting  by  Raphael.  What 
a  cry  of  bitter  rage  would  sweep 
throughout  the  civilized  world.  In 
contrast,  how  little  would  it  stir  our 
indignation  if  we  were  to  read  that  the 
lumberman  and  tlie  miner  and  the  hun- 
ter for  market  had  begun  to  destroy  the 
natural  beauty  about  lo\ely  •'Trapers' 
lake."  And  yet  the  "  Madonna  di 
San  Sisto"  was  the  v.-ork  of  a  yt-ung 
man,  a  genius  it  is  true,  but  none  the 
less  a  man.  It  is  not  presumptuous  to 
suppose  that  coming  time  will  yet  bring 
us  an  artist  even  greater  than  Raphael. 
The  incomparable  beauties  of  our  pro- 
posed National  Park  are  the  work  of  the 
oTeat,  eternal  Artist  of  the  universe. 
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It  is  one  of  his  masterpieces.  His  ser- 
vant of  Nature,  with  all  her  magic  cun- 
ning and  her  countless  forces  has  been 
working  at  its  perfection  since  the  first 
day  of  creation.  It  is  a  work  of  Divine 
genius.  Once  disfigured,  once  destroyed, 
it  will  never  e.xist  upon  this  earth  again. 
The  love  of  the  beautiful,  the  duty  to 
hantl  down  what  is  beautiful  to  the  un- 
numbered generations  to  whom  we  shall 
be  forgotten  ancestors,  should  make 
sacred  to  us  the  task  of  enriching  our 
country  by  the  preservation  of  this  park. 
The  beauty  of  nature  is  not  wasted  even 
in  a  political  sense.  Burke  says  :  "  To 
make  us  love  our  country,  our  country 
ought  to  be  lovely." 

The  future  will  devclope  the  need  of 
such  solitary  haunts,  such  pathless 
forests  far  more  than  the  past.  The 
tendency  in  our  country,  as  in  almost 
every  country,  is  to  draw  men  into  the 
cities.  The  cities  are  proving  irresist- 
ible magnets  to  the  energetic  and  am- 
bitious among  men.  Life  becomes 
more  and  more  artifical.  The  struggle 
for  existence  grows  more  and  more 
keen.  The  material  pulse  of  the 
world  beats  faster  and  faster.  It  is  al- 
most impossible  now  and  will  become 
more  anil  more  impossible  to  escape 
from  the  newspaper,  the  railroad,  the 
telegraph  and  tlie  telephone.  Such  a 
great  National  Park  will  set  a  needful 
barrier  to  our  intense  civili/.ation.  It 
will  provide  a  haven  of  perfect  rest  for 
the  over  tired  worker.  In  the  great 
f(jrests.  Mother  Nature  takes  t<j  her 
kind  bosom  her  fever  fretted  child. 
One  01  the  poets  sings  : 
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"Jf  tliouare  worn  an.l  l,u.d  bcfet 
With  sorrows,  that  tliou  wouklst  forget. 
If  tliou  wnuUlst  read  a  less')ii  that  will  kccj< 
Thy    heart    from    fainting,  and    thy  soul    frvm 

sleep, 
Go  to  the  woods  and  hills.     \o  tears 
Pim  the  sweet  look  that  Nature  weais." 

The  American  is  a  child  of  the  pres- 
ent. He  has  too  little  respect  for  the 
past,  too  little  regard  for  the  future. 
Our  history  goes  back  'but  a  century. 
The  father,  the  grandfather,  or,  at  best, 
the  great-grandfather  of  most  of  us  was 
an  emigrant.  \W  have  as  yet,  no  an- 
cestral love  for  tiie  soil,  ^^'e  have  no 
historic  monuments.  Few  of  us  liave 
been  rooted  to  any  one  spot  for  more 
than  one  generation.  Our  country  is 
vast  and  we  have  been  wanderers  upon 
its  face.  The  present,  with  its  pressing 
demands,  has  altogether  absorbed  us. 
We  have  looked  neither  backward  nor 
forward..  We  must  rise  above  this 
level.  We  must  learn  to  revere  the 
past,  to  consecrate  ourselves  to  the 
future.     . 

■■  The  present  is  enough  for  common  souls. 
Who,  never  looking  forward,  are  indeed 
Mere  clay  wherein  the  footprints  of  this  age 
.\re  petrified  forever.'' 

In  our  all-eager  rush  for  material 
prosperity,  we  have  need  to  keep  iu 
mind  tiiat  tliere  is  something  higher. 

■■\m\  wh.U  if  trade  sow  cities 

Like  shells  along  the  shore, 
.\ncl  thatch  with  towns  the  prairie  broad 

With  railways  ironed  o'er." 

Mail  may  be  better  housed,  better 
clotheil.  better  fed,  but  will  he  be  a 
nobler,  hapjiy  bein.t,'?  Must  not  every 
opportunity  be  given  in    the    future    to 


lead  our  descendants  back  to  the  en- 
joyment of  .Nature,  and  through  Nature 
to  the  reverential  contemplation  of  the 
great  Spirit  above  Nature?  \\'iLI  not 
such  a  National  Park  be  a  tremendous 
agency  in  this  all-desirable  direction? 

I  knov.'  the  urgent,  clamorous,  selfish 
demands  of  those  who  look  to  their  im- 
mediate personal  profit.  If  any  voice 
was  raised  in  liehalf  of  the  buffalo,  yoti 
may  be  sure  that  it  was  drowned  by  the 
impatient  cry  of  the  buffalo-hide  trader. 
If  any  men  are  to-day  ranging  a  herd  of 
cattle  upon  the  "White  River  Plateau," 
you  ma_\  be  sure  that  they  will  speak  in 
angry,  loml-voiced  opposition  against 
our  National  Park. 

Yet  the  higher,  nobler  considerations 
should  and  must  win.  \Ve  iiere  to-day 
are  speaking  not  in  our  bclialf,  but  in 
behalf  of  our  posterity.  An  English 
thinker  has  said  :  '-An  awful  privilege 
and  an  awful  responsibility,  that  we 
should  help  to  create  a  world  in  which 
posterity  will  live."  We  Americans 
should  learn  to  cultivate  what,  for  want 
of  an  appropriate  word  in  our  language, 
I  should  call  pusteritism.  I  define  it 
as  a  sacred  regard  for  the  highest  wel- 
fare of  posterity.  I  heard  Dr.  Adams, 
the  president  of  Cornell  University, tell 
that  while  in  England,  driving  with  the 
wife  of  one  of  the  great  English  pub- 
lishers, she  said  :  '■  Mr.  Adams,  I 
understand  that,  in  the  L'nited  States, 
you  plant  a  great  many  elm  trees." 
■A'es,"  saitl  the  Doctor,  '•  we  do.  We 
consider  the  elm  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful and  most  ilesirable  trees."  "Rut." 
said  the  lad\-,  ••  the  elm  lives    only  two 
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to  three  hundred  years.  The  oak  will 
live  eight  hundred,  a  thousand  years, 
or  more.  So  we  in  England  prefer  tlie 
oak."  Now  there  is  what  I  call  pos- 
teritis:ii,  the  quality  of  looking,  with 
beneficent  regard,  far  into  the  distant 
future, — a  quality,  ,  as  yet  laoking, 
among  the  Americans.  Posteritism, 
rightly  interpreted,  contains  a  whole 
religion.  Manlcind's  hope  of  an  im- 
mortality beyond  may  be  an  illusion. 
On  this  earth  every  life,  in  a  sense,  is 
imniurtal.  The  wave  of  influence  from 
every  life,  noble  or  ignoble,  flows  on  in 
ever-widening,  ever-weakening  circles 
forever.  The  greatest  woman  of  our 
century  lias  expressed  it  : 

"  Oh  may  I  join  the  choir  invisible 
Of  those  immortal  dead  who  live  again 
In  lives  made  better  by  tlieir  presence.     So 
To  live  is  heaven." 

Posteritism  demands  the  creation  of 
this  National  Park.  In  fancy  the 
voices  of  millions  yet  unborn  calliiig  to 
us  from  the  womb  of  time  to  protect 
,  this  masterpiece  of  Nature,  this  \ast 
pleasure  ground  intact  and  underiled 
for  tlieir  enjoyment  and  their  benelit. 
We  answer  them  by  saying  that  unless 
a  majt.nty  of  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  L'nited  States  are  dead 
tu  all  considerations  of  posteritism,  we 
will  protect  it. 

I  kiunv  the  indifference  which  our 
memorial  will  meet  from  the  average 
Congressman, — of     how    little    import- 


ance he  will  consider  it  as  compared 
with  some  party  theme,  as  compared 
with  satisfying  the  personal  demands  of 
some  influential  politican  among  his 
constitutents.  Vet  I  have  faith  that 
there  are  representatives  in  tlie  halls  of 
our  National  Legislature  who  will 
grasp  the  far  reaching  beneficence  of 
such  a  movement  and  who  \vill  support 
it  with  eager,  zealous  interest.  I  have 
faith  that  delegates  to  the  national 
council  from  ourown  state  will  especially 
sei/.e  the  vital  importance  of  this  mat- 
ter, and  tiiat  they  will  labor  faithfully, 
loyally,  for  its  successful  accomplish- 
ment. 

Every  higher  consideration  urges  the 
establishme!  t  of  this  park.  Every  good 
citizen  of  Colorado,  every  good  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  ought  to  feel  an 
ijiterest  in  it.  It  is  to  be  a  benefit  not 
to  our  state  alone,  but  to  the  whole 
nation.  Enthusiasm,  exerted  in  behalf 
of  right  'ends,  can  accomplish  every- 
thing. Let  us  be  enthusiastic  in  this 
matter.  Let  us  with  enthusiasm  ap- 
peal to  the  better  part  of  man,  let  us, 
under  the  tlag  of  posteritism,  make 
honest,  faithful  endeavor,  and  success 
will  crown  our  efforts  to  secure  to  our- 
selves and  to  all  that  come  after  us  the 
unnumbered  blessings  which  will  flow 
from  this  proposed  Colorado  National 
Park. 

Louis   R.    EHkicH. 
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It  was  stated  in  a  recent  newspaper 
dispatch  from  PVanklin,  I'cnns)  Ivania, 
that  a  mo\enient  had  been  set  on  foot 
in  that  city,  having  for  its  purpose  the 
celebration  of  the  thirtieth  anniversary 
of  the  striking  of  the  first  oil  well  by 
Col.  E.  L.  Drake.  '^It  v/i!!  be  ju.st 
thirty  years,"  the  dispatcli  continues, 
"on  the  2oth  of  next  August  since  the 
first  oil  well  was  completed  on  Oil 
Creek,  near  Titusville,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed by  the  producers  to  celebrate 
this  event  in  the  history  of  our  country 
by  a  celebration  commemorative  of  it 
on  a  most  gorgeous  scale,  in  which  all 
the  producers  in  the  country  will  be 
asked  to  participate." 

In  case  Franklin  and  her  neighbors 
carry  out  this  ambitious  and  patriotic 
programme,  there  will  be  no  lack  of 
themes  upon  which  her  orators,  eulo- 
gists, and  poets  can  display  their  fervor 
and  expend  their  zeal.  The  oil  coun- 
try.— from  Pittsburgh  to  Bradford,  from 
Erie  to  Titusville.  geographically,— and 
from  Col.  Drake  to  the  latest  pmspector. 
historical!)-, — is  full  of  incidents  of 
the  most  romantic  character  ;  tales  the 
like  of  which  no  body  of  men  could 
tell  the  world  over  ;-  whether  seeking  or 
losing  riches  in  the  golden  era  of  Cali- 
fornia, the  diamond  mines  of  Soutii 
Africa,  or  the  deep  mineral  dungeons 
of  far   Siberia.      Said  a   close   observor 


of  men  and  events  to  me  at  Bradford 
only  a  day  ago  :  "  Vou  can  come  here 
and  write  a  fairy  story  for  every  day  of 
the  year;  only  your  fairy  stories  will  be 
the  truth,  and  the  stranger  they  are, 
t!ie  more  surely  wMI  they  tell  of  that 
v.li'ch  has  happened." 

In  the  olden  days  of  the  world,  cities 
ca'iie  by  centuries  of  growth;  and  by 
centuries  of  waste  andwear  they  |<assed 
away.  Here,  when  the  modern  Alladin 
touches  his  lamp  and  causes  the  light 
therefor  to  spring  from  the  earth, 
houses  and  habitations  spring  up  in  a 
day  ;  the  people  to  fill  them  surge  in 
from  the  four  points  of  the  compass, — 
a  city  comes  as  hv  magic.  When  the 
wild  flow  of  the  liquid  wealth  ceases, 
and  the  dry  earth  lies  motionless  under 
the  sun,  the  peoi)le  melt  away  as  they 
came  ;  all  that  can  be  carried  or  hauled 
goes  to  some  new  centre  of  activity  ;  all 
tlie  rest  is  given  to  fire,  to  the  storm, 
or  to  the  rot,  and  a  city  has  gone  into 
air  and  nothingness  as  completely  as 
(lid  the  fated  castle  of  old  : 

'•  (  )ncL-  the  C.isllu  .ifChalus,  crouiu.l 
With  sullen  battlements,  stoo.i  and  fowned 

(In  the  sullen  plain  amimd  it; 
Mut  Ricliaid  of  England  came  one  day, 
And  the  Caslle  of  Chains  passed  away 
In  such  a  rapid  and  sure  decay 

Where  are  some  of  the  great  oil  cities 
that    came  up    in   an    hour   and   as  sud- 
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denly  passed  away?  A  recent  writer 
tells  iis-iuiw  they  come  into  being: 
To-day  a  new  resident  secures  a  luca 
tion  for  a  limise  ;  to-morrow,  the  lum- 
ber is  on  the  ground  and  the  carpent- 
ers, with  limited  t(Jols,  are  at  work. 
Xext  day  the  roof  is  on;  and  usually  in 
a  week  or  two  the  family  is  at  home. 
Then  the  jiaper  hanger  comes  with 
muslin  and  paper  for  the  walls  and 
ceilings,  whioh  he  deftl}'  decorates.  He 
paints  the  doors,  the  frames  and  win- 
•  dows.  So,  if  you  call  in  a  fortnight 
after  the  house  was  begun,  you  will  ad- 
mire the  lice  curtains,  the  pretty  pic- 
tures, and  the  taste  displayed.  From 
this  sut^denly  created  home  you  may 
enter  those  of  the  petroleum  princes, 
who  reside  in  luxurious  dwellings  cost- 
ing from  ten  to  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
And  here  is  a  phase  of  the  shifting 
scenes  in  the  region.  The  dwellers  of 
these  homes  are  from  time  to  time 
changing  houses.  Slippery  fortune  bids 
the  once  poor  producer  to  rest  his  well- 
uiled  limbs  on  the  cushions  of  the 
prince,  who  reluctantly  yields,  to  wear 
the  yoke  of  his  neighbor.  And  as  the 
flwoUings  are  erected,  so  are  the  stores, 
hiitels,  ch.urchcs,  theatres  and  saloons. 
To  all  of  which  there  is  attached  a  cer- 
tain dash  of  liberality  and  brightness  not 
Seen  in  towns  of  slower  growth.  The 
hotels  are  the  great  centres  in  a  town 
at  the  front.  They  become  as  alive 
with  luiuKUiity  as  the  tenements  of  the 
liowery.  Whiskey  is  dispensed  from 
Lars  of  considerable  length  to  drillers, 
contractors,  teamsters,  land-sharks, 
proiluci-is  and  speculators— all  jammed 


together.  Especially  is  this  true  in  the 
winter,  when  business  is  transacted 
'.vith  a  freedom  that  would  make  a 
Yankee  shudder.  Lands  are  leased, 
contracts  for  drilling  are  made,  ma- 
chinery is  sold,  while  a  halo  of  tobacco 
smoke  mingles  with  the  laughter  and 
general  confusion.  When  the  hour  for 
sleep  comes  there  is  no  complaint  even 
though  the  occupants  of  the  beds  "turn 
over"  at  a  gi\-en  signal.  Generally, 
oil  men  are  in  a  good  humor  in  a  new 
district — perhaps  because  each  man  ex- 
pects to  make  a  big  strike. 

Take  Pithole,  for  instance — a  page 
out  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  read  by  the 
light  of  Pennsylvania  oil  in  the  middle 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  Back  in  the 
wooded  hills  ef  the  northwestern  por- 
tion of  the  state,  the  site  of  that  ephe- 
meral city  was,  in  the  spring  of  1S65, 
an  untrod  wilderness  ;  three  months 
later  ten  thousand  people  were  jostling 
each  other  to  gain  possession  of  a  few 
feet  of  land,  and  eager  and  half-cra/.ed 
in  their  endeavor  to  secure  a  porti(jn  of 
the  flowing  wealth.  The  story  of  this 
sudden  creation  of  an  oil  metropolis  is 
best  told  in  the  language  of  one  who 
v.-as  an  interested  witness  of  it  all  : 
Early  in  January  of  that  year,  tlie 
IFnited  States  Petroleum  Company, 
which  was  organized  in  the  spring  of 
1864  by  J.  Xelson  Tappan  of  New 
York,  Fre<lerirk  W.  Jones,  James 
Faulkner  and  L  N.  Frazier,  drilled  an 
oil  well  on  the  Thomas  Holmden  farm, 
in  Cornplanter  township,  Venango 
county.  A  flow  of  oil  exceeding 
two     hundred      and     lifty     barrels     per 
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day  was  found,  and  this  subse- 
quently inrrcased  to  more  tliari  nine 
hundred  barrels.  This  caused  great 
surprise,  as  several  imperfect  tests  of 
the  region  had  been  made  snnie  time 
before.  Mr.  Tappan  and  Mr.  Frazier, 
in  whose  honor  the  firstwell  was  named, 
were  confident  that  oil  in  paying  quan- 
tities could  be  found  in  a  fourth  sand; 
which  up  to  that  time  was  thought  did 
not  exist.  Leases  of  land  were  pur- 
chased upon  the  Thomas  Holrmlen.  the 
\Valter  Holuiden,  the  Blacln^er,  tiie 
Luther  Woods,  the  McKinny,  the  Ha- 
ivorth,  the  \  an  \Vyci<,  the  Tyrrell,  and 
the  Heckert  farms.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  cleared  fields,  this  terri- 
tory was  almost  unbroken  forest. 
Pithole  creek,  a  rocky,  prcci;)itous 
stream,  ran  through  the  centre  of  the 
purchases.  New  wells  were  at  once 
started  along  the  valley  of  the  creek, 
and  iq')oii  the  rlat  portion  of  the  Thomas 
Holmden  farms.  The  company's  ofnre 
was  at  Plumer,  a  half  day's  hard  riding 
distant,  and  for  several  weeks  tlie  offi- 
cers and  emph)yees  were  compelled  to 
sleep  in  a  rude  cabin  in  the  forest,  and 
carry  tiieir  pro\  isious  from  Oil  City  and 
Titusville.  F.ncouraged  by  th.e  snccess 
(jf  the  Kra/.ier  well,  other  ventures  of  a 
like  character  were  made  by  other  par- 
ties. On  June  ;,.  the  Homestead  \\\\\ 
.\u.  I.  which  was  drilled  on  the  Home- 
stead farm,  began  to  produce  oil  in 
large  i[uantities.  Speculators  w.iited  in 
almost  breathless  suspense.  Two  weeks 
later,  on  .the  Thomas  llolmden  farm. 
Well  >sO.  I  confirmed  Mr.  Tappan's 
predictions,  ami  began  flowing  at  a  tre- 


mendous rate.  On  June  19,  three  da)-s 
afterward.  Well  No.  2  threw  oil  over 
the  top  of  the  derrick. 

Then  the  rush  began.  Tlujusands 
poured  in  from  all  directions.  The 
place  was  a  wilderness;  of  lumber 
there  was  none,  and  money  could  not 
luiy  shelter  anywhere.  Only  three 
buildings  stood  in  the  vicinity — the 
^\'^dow  Lyons'  log-cabin,  a  small  frame 
buihlingoccupied  by  the  Thomas  Lbjlm- 
den  f,imily,  and  another  small  structure 
on  the  Walter  Holmden  farm.  But  the 
seekers  after  oil  could  sleep  out  of 
doors,  if  need  be,  their  chief  concern 
being  the  lack  of  lumber  from  which 
derricks  could  be  built,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  hauling  steam  engines,  boilers, 
ami  poinlerous  drills  pver  the  moun- 
tain roads  from  Titusville  and  the 
Miller  farm.  But  houses  sprang  up  as 
by  magic.  By  July  r  a  long,  narrow 
street  was  laid  out  on  the  Thomas 
Holmilen  farm,  and  a  few  scattered 
yellow  pine  buildings  sprang  up  ahjng 
both  sides  of  the  way.  The  streets 
that  followed  each  other  into  being 
were  full  of  stumps  and  stimes  and 
logs,  but  in  the  view  of  oildom,  were  re- 
gardeil  as  .piite  passable  roadways. 

As  we-ll  after  well  began  to  pour  its 
rlood  of  oil  into  the  general  production, 
the  excitement  increased.  Men  from 
all  parts  of  the  world — atlventurers, 
speculators,  capitalists  from  Wall  street, 
miners  from  the  Rocky  mountains,  oil 
producers,  workmen,  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors, jostled  and  elbowed  each  other  in 
a  mail  search  foi  wealth.  Merchants 
Went      Into     business     under     awnings, 
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h'Jte!  keepers  served  meals  in  the  open 
air  and 'rented  tjunks  in  huiidiii.ijs  con- 
taining,' little  mure  than  rioorsaiid  sides. 
The  town  i^rew  to  its  full  size  in  six 
weeks,  by  which  time  its  post-office 
business  was  second  only  tu  that  of 
Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  was  the 
l)ossessor  of  three  hotels  that  cost  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  had,  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  summer,  some  fifty 
hotels  of  various  sizes  and  material. 
In  January,  iSfi6,  the  town  was  at  the 
iiei-ht  of  its  prosperity.  It  had  a  muni.- 
cipal  organization,  banks,  churcho?, 
daily  papers,  water  works,  theatres, 
two  telegraph  offices,  pipe  lines,  phink 
roads,  a'nd  a  narrow  gauge  railroad  to 
<)Ieo[(olis  and  Oil  City.  Armther  line 
was  graded  to  Reno,  but  was  never  tin- 
ished.  All  was  rush,  exciteinL-nt,  busi- 
ness and  hope  ;  and  the  future  was 
bright  .with  promise  of  a  jiermanent 
city  upon  this  oddly-found  corner  of 
the  wilderness. 

When  the  crash  came,  it  fell  with  a 
startling  suddenness.  A  recent  visitor 
to  the  now  deserted  site  of  what  -was 
once  Pithole,  had  the  conditions  of 
things  made  plain  by  a  decrepit  old 
man  who  had  been  left  high  and  dry 
on  the  rocky  hillside  when  the  great 
wa'.e  of  human  interest  fell  away  : 
'■  This  rotting  beam  is  all  that  is  left  of 
the  Bonta  house,  a  noble  structure. 
Hown  there,  where  you  see  a  wood- 
chuck  burrowing,  stood  the  Chase 
house,  the  best  hotel  in  northwestern 
I'ennsylvania.  The  post-ofrice  occu- 
pied one  of  its  big  corners,  and  a  noisy 
crowd  of  oil  princes  filled  its   scores   of 


rooms.  Right  across  the  street,  where 
a  sapling  grows,  a  murder  was  done, 
and  just  above  is  where  the  first  woman 
in  Pithole  shot  herself  through  the 
heart,  in  a  fit  of  remorse.  A  short  dis- 
tance below — there's  a  cow  munching 
dry  grass  there  now — stood  the  Meth- 
odist church,  dedicated  with  great 
])Onip  by  Bishop  Simpson.  There  was 
Murphy's  theatre  over  that  pool  of 
water,  machine  shops,  pipe  line  offices, 
the  railroad  station,  hfitels,  and  as  for 
the  big  wells — the  laud  all  around  here 
was  covered  as  thick  as  trees  with  them. 
A\'hat  do  you  see  now?  Here  and  there 
the  blackened  end  of  a  length  of  iron 
casing  sticking  a  foot  above  ground — 
that  is  all.  Everything  is  gone  now — 
buililings,  derricks,  tanks,  machines, 
tools,  men  and  money.  The  town 
lasted  two  years,  and  then  faded  away, 
until  to-day  there  is  nothing  left!" 

And  so  the  story  might  be  repeated 
a-  score  of  times— a  legend  written  in 
the  sand.     Sic  t>-ansU  gloria   Olcopolis  ! 

Vet  between  the  first  gush  of  the 
pioneer  well,  and  the  echo  of  the  last 
torpedo  exploded  to  force  a  final  and 
unwilling  d.'op  from  the  exhausted 
earth,  millions  of  dollars  base  fallen 
into  the  grasp  of  the  fortunate  few, 
some  to  lose  as  swiftly  as  they  have 
won,  others  lo  hold  as  safely  on,  and 
retire  to  a  life  of  assured  ease  and  com- 
fort. 

What  a  series  of  graphic  life-histories 
might  be  niai^e,  had  one  the  time  and 
willingness  to  take  up  and  follow  all 
these  tangled  threads  ! 

T.ook   at  these  few,  gleamed    at    ran- 
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doir,  friini  the  histories  of  oiMoin  : 
Take  E.  L.  Drake,  by  whose  exertions 
the  wonderful  riches  of  tlie  Pennsyl- 
vania oil  regioi^  were  opened — ricli  at 
one  time,  and  living  at  last  in  poverty, 
and  eased  in  his  old  age  by  the  gener- 
ous gratitude  of  the  state  for  which  he 
had  done  so  much  ;  Capt.  A.  B.  funk, 
who  turned  from  lumber  to  oil,  and 
died  rich  beyond  his  most  sanguine 
expectations  ;  Henry  R.  Rouse,  who 
gave  eighteen  months  of  intense  activity, 
with  grand  financial  results,  to  the 
development  of  oil  territory,  and  whose 
horrible  death  in  a  hell  of  burning  oil, 
forms  one  of  the  early  tragedies  of  the 
oil  regions  ;  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  now  of 
Bradford,  the  owner  of  thirteen  hun- 
dred wells,  and  the  plucky  opponent  of 
the  Standard  monopoly,  at  every  pos- 
sible turn  of  its  devious  career  ;  Dr. 
W.  B.  Roberts,  by  whose  genius  and 
far-seeing  sagacity  the  torpedo  was 
brought  into  the  use  of  man,  to  force 
old  earth  to  greater  contributions  for 
the  use  of  mjjn  ;  J.  L.  Grandin,  the 
pioneer  oil  man  of  Tidioute ;  Adnah 
Neyhalt,  who  paid  a  visit  of  curiosity 
to  the  oil  regions  in  the  early  days,  and 
remained  there,  to  become  one  of  the 
master-spirits  in  its  great  enterprises  ; 
E.  B.  Grandin,  whose  early  specialty 
was  in  leases,  and  whose  "  Cocjuet 
Well,"  became  one  of  the  noted  things 
of   its   day  and    neighborhood  ;     S.    D. 


Kearns.  whose  sudden  plunge  from 
great  wealth  to  poverty,  is  an  example 
,of  the  clla^l.^ing  fortunes  of  the  times  ; 
C.  D.  Angeli,  of  whom  the  same  might 
be  said  :  Marcus  Brownson,  who  com- 
menced his  career  as  an  oil  producer  in 
1866,  and  has  reaped  golden  rewards 
from  that  venture. 

What  romantic  incidents  can  be 
gleaned  from  the  lives  of  John  C.  Bryan, 
George  H.  Dimick,  George  H.  Xesbit, 
James  S.  McCray,  F.  W.  Andrews, 
William  fl.  Al)bott,  thrown  from  the 
upper  portions  of  the  wheel  of  fortune, 
tothelowest;of  those  upon  whom  fortune 
has,  shone  with  a  not  withdrawn  face — 
of  Asher  D.  Atkinson,  John  L. 
McKinney.  Col.  R.  B.  Allen,  Charles 
Hyde,  John  Vertig,  John  W.  Ham 
mond,  and  hundreds  of  their  like  ;  of 
George  H.  Bissel,  Orange  Noble,  Dr 
F.  B.  Brewer,  William  D.  Robinson 
George  V.  Forman,  Henry  Harley 
O.  M.  Roberts  ;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
Standard  oil  projectors,  who  have 
reaped  a  golden  harvest  from  every 
yield  of  oil,  and  are  now  adding  mil- 
lions upon  millions  in  other  fields  of 
the  world's  work 

One  cliaptcr  only  touches  the  outer 
edge  of  this  great  Held  of  investigation  ; 
it  would  take  volumes  to  tell  the  story 
in  full. 

J.VMES    L.V.NAGAN. 
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WIl.I.IAM    SHAKl'LESS    JACKSON. 

Two    luuidrcd    and  fifty   yours  ago —  words  of  Thackeray  (lfsfri|)tive   as  well 

A.  D.   1646— .Vntliuny  Jackson   lived  at  of    Colorado    Spriii-s ?— The    bc-autiful 

Ecclcston,  Lancashire,  l^ni;l;uul.    From  city  whose    streets   are    avenues   amidst 

this  remote  ancestor  William    Sliar])less  incense  and  (lowers,    whose   homes   are 

Jackson,    Ks(i.,    of    Colorado    Springs,  seciuestered    in    shridihery    that    Slien- 

(leri\'es    his  lineage   without  a    break   in  stone  might  have  envied, 
the  chain.  "  over  Uie  liills  nf  yxm^ 

As   the   intervening  generations  have  Tla-re  licth  Italy" 

come  ami    gone — meanwhile    migrating  is    the   saying  of    many   a    tourist,    for 

from  one  country  to   the    heart   of    an-  ])leasure  or  for  health,  as    he  walks   be- 

otlier — there    have    been    four    meiuor-  neatli    the  skies    that  bend   so    low,    so 

able  family  seats,   Ecclcston,    luigland;  blue,   with   the   broad,    sweet   sunshine 

Albion    Cottage,    County  KiUlare,    Ire-  all  about  that   mantles  with   glory  as    it 

land;  Harmony  (irove,  Chester  county,  descends  thg    celestial    hills    encircling 

Pennsylvania,  and  Colorado  Springs.  this  Florentine  city  in  the  mountains  of 

Pictures  of  Albion  Cottage  and  Har-  Colorado, 
inony  Grove  are  illustrations  of  a '"His-  Harmony  Grove,  says  the  History  of 

tory  of  the  Jackson  Family,"  published  the  Jackson  Family,  is  an  old  fashioned 

in     1S7S,    in     commemoration    of     the  but  comfortable  structure  ;    the  western 

landing  in  this    country  and   settlement  third,  of    stone,    liaving    been    built    in 

at  Harmony    C.ro\e,  in    17J5,  of    Isaac  '775;    the    remainder,  of   brick,  a   part 

Jackson,    son    of    .\nthon),  of    I'Lccles-  of  whicli  occupies  the  site  of  the  prinii- 

ton.  tive  cabin   of  the  first  settler,  at   a  later 

It  is  said    that    I'.icleston    contains   a  jieriod.      To  the  west  and  north   of   the 

considerable     nundier     of     good     resi-  house,  the  s]iace  of  an  acre   and  a  half, 

deuces,    "pleasantly   nestling    in    trees  extending  back  to  the  foot  of   the  more 

and  evergreens  :  that  the  place  looks  so  abrupt  ascgnt    of    the  hill,  was    planted 

cheery    and    comfortable   that   many    a  by  John  Jackson,  a  grandson    of  Isaac, 

traveller's    heart     must     ha\e     yearned  in    the   end   of    the    last   and   the    early 

toward  it  ;    and   he    luust    ha\e  thought  years  of  the   jiresent   century,  as   a   bo- 

that  it  was  such    a    calm,  friendly  uo(jk  tanical   garden,    wherein    he     collected 

lie  would    like   to    shelter    there  at   the  niimcrous  rare  trees    and   shrubs,    fr(5m 

end  of  life's  struL;gIes."      Are  not  these  our  own    and   foreign  countries,  as  well 
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as  smaller  plants.  A  very  small  por- 
tion of  the  ground  is  now  ilevoteil  to 
the  culture  of  flowers,  but  many  noble 
trees  still  attest  his  care  and  skill. 

William  Jackson,  the  youngest  son 
of  John,  and  the  inheritor  of  his  botani- 
cal and  horticultural  tastes,  planted  the 
hill  rising  on  the  north  of  the  garden 
with  evergreens  and  deciduous  trees, 
which  now  form  a  flourishing  grf)ve. 
The  beautifully  adorned  grounds  at 
once  indicate  to  the  beholder  the  care- 
ful handiwork  of  the  early  Jackson 
settlers,  and  the  evidence  of  an  early 
botanical  taste  in  John  Jackson,  whose 
favorite  pursuit  was  the  culti\ation  of 
flowers. 

Referring  to  the  '  Sesqui-Ccntcnnial 
Gathering  of  the  des(en<lants  f)f  Isaac 
and  Ann  Jackson,  of  Harmony  Grove, 
Eight  Month,  Twenty-tifth,  1S75,"  the 
same  author  says  ; — 

Near  the  eastern  einl  of  the  garden, 
aliout  five  rods  north  of  the  house, 
seats  for  a  meeting  liad  been  arranged 
in  the  shade  of  the  grand  old  trees,  and 
a  stand  erected  for  speakers  and  ap- 
propriately decorated.  .\t  the  back, 
in  large  letters,  formed  of  evergreens 
on  a  white  ground,  appeared  the  words: 
"In  Honor  of  our  Ancest(jrs."  Above 
this  hung  a  framed  drawing  represent- 
ing on  a  shield  the  devices  which  tradi- 
tion reports  as  having  been  those  of  the 
coat  of  arms  of  some  remote  progenittir 
of  the  clan,  "  two  greyhounds  and  a 
dolphin"  typifying  "Swiftness  by 
land  and  sea."  There  was  no  pre- 
tense, of  course,  of  a  rejjresentation  of 
the    actual    herahlicharms,    and,   i)rob- 


abl)-,  the  only  ini])ortan(c  attached  to 
the  existence  of  such,  by  any  of  the 
later  descendants,  is  its  apparent  indi- 
cation that  the  faithful  performance  of 
duty  and  steadfast  adherence  to  their 
views  of  right,  which,  in  subsequent 
years,  marked  the  martyrs  and  per- 
secuted Quakers  of  the  family,  were 
manifested  in  ruder  times,  in  war- 
like pursuits. 

Concerning  these  sufferings,  for  con- 
science sake,  of  the  Jackson  family 
in  England,  it  is  related  that  on  "the 
27th  day  of  June,  155^),  Ralph  Jackson, 
with  twelve  others,  suffered  martyrdom 
at  the  stake,  at  Stratford,  and  thus  in- 
scribed his  name  on  the  glorious  roll  of 
those  who  preferred  a  cruel  and  terrible 
death  to  a  renunciation  of  what  they 
deeme<l  the  truth  ;  and,  a  few  montlis 
after,  John  Jackson,  under  the  threat 
of  a  like  fate,  undauntedly  faced  his 
persecutors  and  defied  their  power." 

"At  that  period  of  English  history  the 
doctrine  of  liberty  of  conscience  was 
treated  by  the  ruling  authorities  in 
church  and  state  as  a  flagrant  impiety, 
and  those  that  maintained  it  were  deemed 
worthy  of  every  extremity  of  punish- 
ment. In  order  tliat  men  should  be 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  importance  of 
the  right  of  self-judgment  in  matters  ot 
religion,  it  was  necessary  that  the  prin- 
ci])le  should  be  ui)held  with  a  heroism 
ready  to  endure  torture  and  death  in 
its  su|)])ort.  That  the  Jacksons  should 
be  found  among  the  sufferers  in  so 
noble  a  cause,  redounds  to  their  honor 
and  sheds  lustre  on  the  name." 

Francis    Jackson,    of    Sneyd    Park, 
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Kent,  was  cnptain  of  dragooi;s  under 
Cromwell,  and  went  over  into  Ireland 
with  tht  Parliamentary  army.  He  was 
but  one  of  many  of  his  kindred  who 
took  up  arms  for  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  He  was  accorded  large  estates 
— called  free  baronies — in  Ireland  for 
his  services.  In  this  way  Albion 
cottage  became  one  of  the  seats  of  the 
Jacksons  down  to  1725,  whence  Isaac 
and  Ann  (Evans)  Jackson  emigrated  to 
tliis  country,  as  already  stated.  This 
interesting  ancestral  link,  Isaac  Jack- 
son, connecting  the  .Vmerican  with  the 
English  family  genealogy,  possessed  the 
physical  characteristics  of  those  who 
suffered  martyrdom  in  the  Old,  and  the 
privations  of  colonists  in  the  New 
World— "  their  firmly  built  and  full 
sized  statures  and  the  general  cast  of 
their  features,  among  which  were  the 
straight,  or  slightly  aquiline  nose,  clear 
gray  eyes,  small  mouth  and  full  rounded 
chin." 

.\  removal  of  six  generations  from 
this  ancestor  brings  us  to  William 
Sharpless  Jackson,  president  of  the  El 
I'aso  County  Bank  of  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado,  who  was  born  of  Quaker 
parentage,  January  16,  '1836,  near 
Kennett  square,  Chester  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. His  father,  Caleb  S.  Jack- 
son, while  occupying  no  high  official 
position,  was  one  of  the  most  respected 
men  in  Chester  county.  He  exhibited 
all  those  strong  traits  of  rh.iracter 
which  have  been  imlirated  above  in  the 
lives  of  the  Jacksons.  He  had  a  strong 
sense  of  justice,  and  he  was  keenly 
alive    to  all   the   nif)ral  questions  of  his 


day.  Of  that  noble  band  of  Quakers, 
who  did  so  much  to  right  the  wrongs 
of  the  slaves  and  to  awaken  the  con- 
science of  the  country  to  the  injustice 
of  slavery,  he  was  one  of  the  first  and 
foremost.  His  house  was  one  of  the 
stations  of  the  underground  railway. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  .\nn  Cause,  was  of  the  same  type 
of  ch;iracter,  and  is  now  living  at  her 
old  home,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five. 

AVilliam  Sharpless  Jackson  is  one  of 
a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  The  strong  fiber  of  the 
family  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  of  the 
twenty-two  children  born  to  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  not  one  has  yet  died  of 
disease.  After  securinga  good  English 
education  at  Greenwood  Dell  and 
Eaton  academies,  Mr.  Jackson  spent 
some  years  learning  the  trade  of  a 
machinist.  Subsequently,  he  again 
attended  Eaton  academy.  At  the'  end 
of  the  year  thus  spent,  he  was  offered 
the  position  of  confidental  clerk  and 
business  manager  by  the  firm  with 
whom  he  learned  his  trade.  A  few 
years  after,  he  was  offered  and  accepted 
a  partnersliip  in  a  car  building  and 
lumber  firm,  doing  busines  at  Latrobe, 
AVestmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania. 
There  he  remained  six  years  in  acti\e 
and  prosperous  business.  Requiring  a 
change  on  account  of  his  healtli,  he 
sold  his  interest  in  this  business  and 
accepted  the  position  of  local  treasurer 
of  the  Lake  Superior  &  .Mississippi 
Radrond,  a  n.ad  then  being  built  fron; 
the  head  of  Lake  Superior  to  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota.      This  was  the  beginning  of 
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his  career  in  a  husiricss  in  which  he 
afterwards  won  riistinguish.-iJ  success. 

In  the  sii"i!n  r  of  1S7.,  !ic  was  sel- 
ected as  seciL'arv  and  treasurer  of  the 
Denver  &  i<io  Grande  Railway,  the 
jiioueer  narrow  gauge  road  iu  Colorado, 
which  has  been  more  instruiiicntal  in 
the  development  of  this  woiiderfuPy 
rich  state  than  any  other  one  sini^le 
agency.  He  afterwards  was  elected 
vice-president,  in  addition  to  his  other 
position,  and  on  him  devolved,  in  a 
larqe  measiir'-.  the  duties  which  are  non- 
given  to  ai,eneral  manager.  His  active 
connection  with  this  road  ceased  in 
1S76,  when  he  resigned  to  give  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  the  El  Paso 
Count)-  Bai^'k. 

He  became  iiitereste<l  in  this  bank  in 
1S73,  and  since  1S76  has  owned  a 
majority  iniere.^t.  This  bank  was  the 
first  established  in  this  conn!y  and  has 
steadily  grown  in  favor  anrl  maintained 
its  position  as  the  leading  Iiank.  He 
has  the  reputation  tliroiighout  the  state 
as  being  erne  of  the  safest  and  most 
conservative  bankers  in  the  west. 
His  business  has  steadily  grown,  be- 
cause his  customers  always  ha\e  received, 
and  know  they  will  receive,  fair  and 
just  treatment.  They  knew  him  always 
in  the  best  sense  to  be  aliberat  banker. 
He  has  the  rare  ipialityof  knowing  men 
well,  and.  therefore,  no  customer  has 
ever  been  ilenieil  a  favor  whose  circum- 
stances gave  him  the  right^to  ask  it. 

In  1S.S4,  the  Denver  X:  Rio  Orande 
Railway,  throngli  n  series  of  misfortunes, 
became  seriouslv  embarrassril,  so  that 
on  request  of  the  liondholders  and  (jther 


creditors  of  the  road,  Judge  Moses 
Hallet,  of  the  United  States  District 
Coi;rt.  put  it  iu  tlie  hands  of  a  receiver. 
There  was  coi!..iderablc  factional  feel- 
ing about  the  appointment  among  two 
jjarties  who  had  been  interested  within 
a  year  in  the  management  of  the  road. 
Tlie  representatives  of  the  bondholders 
and  the  large  creditors  almost  unani- 
mously requested  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Jackson.  Judge  Moses  Ilal- 
Ictt.  who  had  an  intimate  personal 
acquaintance  witli  Mr.  Jackson,  saw 
h(jw  wise  the  recjuest  was  and  im- 
mediately appointed  him.  The  ap- 
pointment, while  not  wli.-it  many  wished, 
was  concurred  in  by  all  as  an  excellent 
one  for  the  road  and  not  in  the  interest 
of  any  faction.  When  he  took  this 
position  the  road  was  notearningenough 
above  its  operating  expenses  to  pay  its 
fixed  charges.  It  iniay  be  said  that  it 
was  wrecked  physirally  and  financially, 
with  a  factious  and  unharmonious  or- 
ganization in  the  ojierating  department. 
During  the  two  years  that  Mr.  Jackson 
was  receiver  he  disjiiaycd  remarkable 
abdity  as  an  organizer  and  executive 
otiK  er.  He  imnie<liatel)-  informed  all 
his  subordinates  that  their  tenure  of 
ortice  depended  entirely  on  their  ability 
and  will  to  fill  the  positions  which  they 
liehl.  He  brought  order  out  of  con- 
fusion an.l  coiwerteil  the  line  into  a 
paying  property.  His  first  work  was  to 
]'ay  off  the  employees,  who  were  in 
real  suffering,  and  then  the  rest  of  the 
tlo;iling  debt,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
a  million  dollars.  To  do  this  it  was  not 
necessary  for  him   to    issue    any  reccix- 
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er's  ccrlii'icates.  Three  bunks  ini- 
niediatcly  on  his  ai)i)oiutiiient  came 
forwa'rd  and  offered  him  wliatevcr 
money  he  wished.  I!ut  the  only  loan 
lie  made  was  to  pay  the  employees  some 
three  luindred  thousand  dollars  which 
was  due  them.  The  other  creditors 
felt  so  much  confidence  in  Mr.  Jackson 
that  they  were  quite  willing  to  wait  tor 
their  pa)-,  knowing  that  they  would  re- 
reive  their  money  very  soon.  Only  a 
few  months  ago,  in  a  celebrated  case 
where  a  receiver  was  nsking  a  court  in 
New  \'ork  compensation  for  servi(-es 
liiryond  uhat  the  judge  thought  was 
right,  this  judge  quoted  the  recei\er- 
ship  of  .Mr.  Jackson  as  a  model  one. 

At  'the  end  of  two  years  the  road 
was  delivered  to  the  re-organi/ed  com- 
pany with  a  greatly  improved  roadway. 
Complete  equipment,  a  million  dollars 
iu  the  treasury  and  an  able  and  efficient 
management.  The  owners  of  the  pro- 
perty recognized  the  conscientious  de- 
Mition   of    .Mr.  Jackson,  as   receiver,  to 
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iw  no  personal  or  outside  interest  had 
A-ayed  him  in  his  work.  They  accord- 
igly  elected  him  president  of  the  re- 
rgani/.i-d  rom[pany,  which  ofrice  he 
eld  for  one  year,  wlien  lie  resigned  to 
btain  relief  from  the  constant  strain 
icident  to  the  cares  and  responsibili- 
es  of   his    high  and   arduous    position 


and  to  de\ote  more  time  to  his  banking 
and  private  business. 

.Mr.  Jackson  now  enjoys  a  quiet  and 
happy  life  in  his  modest  but  attractive 
home  at  Colorado  Springs,  (luict  and 
unostentatious  in  his  living,  he  en- 
tertains delightfully  and  generously. 
W'liile  he  does  not  seek  popularity 
through  political  or  other  popular  chan- 
nels, he  commands  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree the  confidence  and  respect  of  his 
neighbors.  The  above  in  sinqile  words 
in  tlic  career  of  one  of  the  men  who 
have  been  foremost  in  building  up  the 
commonwealth  of  .Colorado.  .\t  one 
time  and  another  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  large  enter- 
prises in  the  state,  either  as  advisor  or 
investor.  [ii  eacli  instance  In-  has  had 
a  potent  iiitliience  becatise  of  his  clear 
judgment,  financial  ability  and  inde- 
pi'ndent  thinking.  Though  sometimes 
slow  ill  gi\iiig  his  ojiinion,  it  alwa3-s 
carries  wei-lit.  During  his  long  resi- 
lience here  lie  has  handled  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars  belonging  to  otlier 
people,  and  has  had  the  management 
of  trust  properties  amounting  iu  one  in- 
■  stance  to  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
this  without  the  betrayal  of  a  single 
trust  to  i.ast  a  shadow  on  his  time-hon- 
(.ired  name. 

Hf.nkv    DiuH.F.v  Tkk-kir. 
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Mr.  Gibson  was  born  in  Montgom- 
ery county,  Virginia,  in  1825,  and  in- 
herited, by  natural  descent,  the  high 
qualities  and  patriotic  instincts  of  an 
honored  ancestry.  The  Gibsons  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  that  part  of 
the  state. while  his  mother  was  descend- 
ed fruui  the  famous  Rutledge  family  of 
South  Carolina;  and  his  grandfathers 
upon  both  sides  received  wounds  in  the 
service  of  their  country  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. WheTi  the  boy  was  but  ten 
years  of  age,  in  18,6,  his  father,  Capt. 
Hugh  Gibson,  removed  to  Missouri, 
which  was  then  a  far-western  state. 
The  country  was  primative  frontier, 
and  most_  of  the  advantages  of 
the  old  civil  life  were  left  behind, 
as  e\en  the  schoolhouse  of  the 
East  had  a^  yet  made  no  appearance 
in  its  western  borders.  From  his 
tenth  to  his  seventeenth  year  —  the 
period  that  we  of  this  generation  de- 
mand in  morals,  and  often  in  legisla- 
tion, as  a  rightful  time  for  the  funda- 
mental education  of  the  youth — young 
Gibson  lived  amid  these  rude  surround- 
ings, isolated  even  from  youthful  play- 
mates, for,  like  schools  and  churches, 
there  were  none  in  his  vicinity;  his 
associates  grown  men  and  women;  but 
much  of  this  social  lack  was  made  good 
by  the  companionship,  refining  inllu- 
ences,    and    instruction     of    a     refined 


mother  and  an  educated  and  gentle  sister. 
But  environment  cannot  quench  the 
fire  of  natural  genius,  and  the  boy  made 
rare  use  of  such  advantages  as  fell  in 
his  way;  reading  and  studying  witii 
avidity  such  books  as  he  could  obtain; 
and,  as  in  many  a  like  case,  the  dearth 
of  outward  instruction  developed  and 
nurtured  the  powers  within — he  was 
led  to  think  and  deduce  for  himself 
where  there  were  few  to  lead. 

For  a  brief  period,  at  a  later  date,  he 
attended  the  University  of  Missouri, 
where  he  made  an  excellent  use  of  his 
time.  In  1843,  when  but  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  proceeded  to  St.  Louis, 
where  he  had  no  acquaintance,  and 
supplied  only  by  a  determination  to 
succeed  and  those  mental  qualities  by 
which  success  is  usually  won.  His  first 
acquaintance  made  in  the  strange  city 
was  with  the  Hon.  Edward  Bates,  and 
a  friendship  sprang  up  between  them 
which  continued  until  Mr.  Bates' death. 
Mr.  Gibson  commenced  the  stutl\  of 
law  under  the  direction  of  Josiali 
Spaulding,  and  continued  the  same  for 
three  years;  serving  also  as  the  first 
librarian  of  the  law  library.  While 
reading  law  he  applied  himself  to  tiie 
study  of  French  and  German,  and  ac- 
quired sufficient  proficiency  in  botli  to 
be  able  to  transact  legal  business  in 
either  tongue. 
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Commencing  the  practice  of  law  in  St. 
Louis  Mr.  Gil)son  entered  upon  a  legal 
career^ that  was  from  the  beginning  a 
.success,  and  that  has  been  crowned  by 
some  of  the  most  remarkalile  achieve- 
ments and  results  recorded  in  tiie  hist- 
ory of  the  American  bar;  a  career  that 
was  interrupted  for  a  time  by  the  as- 
sumption of  high  public  duties,  of 
which  more  anon.  From  the  outset  of 
his  legal  labors  he  was  especially  suc- 
cessful in  matters  pertaining  to  land 
titles;  and  he  drew  up  the  act  creating 
the  St.  Louis  Laud  Court,  and  when 
that  tribunal  was  established  he  became 
one  of  the  leading  practitioners  before 
it.  Without  aiming  at  oratorical  effects, 
and  y<it  endowed  with  the  gifts  of  na- 
tural oratory,  he  soon  became  known 
as  a  brilliant  speaker,  especially  in  the 
trial  of  cases  in  whi<'h  he  became 
deeply  interested,  and  which  were  of  a 
nature  to  draw  out  his  powers. 

Am'ong  the  varied  and  unique  ex- 
periences which  Mr.  Gibson  has  met 
in  his  service  at  the  bar.  was  one 
that  came  in  the  early  )  ears  of  his 
career.  In  1S49  he  served  as  junior 
counsel  for  the  defense  in  the  cele- 
brated case  against  Counts  Gonzalve 
and  Raymond  de  Montesquiou,  in- 
dicted for  the  murder  of  Kirby  Barnum 
and -Albert  Jones, in  the  City  Hotel  of  St. 
Louis.  After  two  mistrials,  Mr.  Gibson 
alone  procured  the  pardon  of  Gonzalve. 
who  was  insane,  and  the  "  exoneration  " 
of  Raymond  by  the  Governor.  lie 
refused  to  accept  a  pardon.  The 
incidents  surrounding  the  whole  case 
were  romantic   and  of   most  absorbing 


interest  to  the  public  at  the  time  of 
their  occurrence.  The  defendants  were 
from  the  oldest  and  highest  of  the 
nobility  of  France,  and  were  cousins  of 
Napoleon  IIL  No  case  in  Missouri 
ever  attracted  as  much  attention  as  this 
one;*  and  in  the  opinion  of  all  Mr. 
Gibson  exhibited  the  highest  legal 
qualities  in  his  management  thereof. 
The  counts  and  their  kinsman, Viscount 
de  Cessac,  expressed  their  regard  and 
gratitude  to  Mr.  Gibson  by  presenting 
him  with  a  curious  and  valuable  watch 
chain  and  an  elegant  diamond  ring, 
which  are  still  in  his  possession. 

In  1S5S,  Mr.  Gibson  was  retained  as 
sole  counsel  in  yet  another  case  of  a 
foreign  nature,  and  destined  to  excite 
a  wide  interest.  It  was  one  brought  by 
the  King  of  Prussia,  and  involving  the 
power  of  that  potentate,  and  the  extent 
of  his  power.  He  obtained  from  the 
supreme  court  of  Missiouri  a  decision 
declaring  the  autocracy  of  that  foreign 
government  ;  a  result  that  was  so  pleas- 
ing to  the  prince  regent, — afterwards 
the  Emperor  William  I, — that  he 
ordered  two  large  andelegent  porcelain 
\ascs  made  at  the  royal  porcelain  man- 
ufactory in  Berlin,  endiellished  with 
enameled  pictures  of  Sans  Soiici,  the 
new  palace  at  Potsdam,  the  old  ro\al 
palace,  and  the  monument  to  Frederick 
the  Great  in  Berlin;  and  covered,  also, 
with  the  richest  gilding  and  other  de- 
vices ;  which  elegant  articles  were  pre- 

*A  fewycirs  since  Mr.  Gibson  read  a  history 
of  tbi?  cnse  before  the  Missouri  Historical 
Society  wbicli  was  widely  published  both  in 
this  country  and  France. 
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senteil  to  Mr.  Gibson  with  the  royal 
tlianks.  Eacli  vuse  bears  the  following 
inscription:  'The  Prince  Regent  of 
I'riissia  to  the  Counsellor  Charles  Gib- 
son,the  unsel  listt advocate  of  j  ustice . ' ' — 
an  inscription  furnished  by  no  less  a 
personai;e  than  the  Baron  Alexander 
Von  Humboldt.  In  1SS2,  this  same 
sovereign. — who  had  become  King  of 
Prussiaand  Emperor  of  the  German  Km- 
[)ire  he  had  founded, — tendered  to  Mr. 
Gibson,  through  the  imperial  1  onsul  at 
St.  Louis,  the  appointment  of  his  son 
Preston  as  a  cadet  officer  in  the  im- 
[icrial  army,  and  offered  to  wai\e,  by  a 
special  imperial  order,  anything  that 
might  debar  his  entrance  into  the 
service.  Tlie  young  man, — wc  record 
it  with  pleasure. — decided  to  remain  in 
the  high  birthright  (^f  an  .\mcrican 
citizen  ;  but  tlie  iucident  is  suggesti\e 
of  the  high  estimatii^n  in  which  Mr.  Gib- 
son is  hc-ld  in  Berlin.  In  iSS^,  iwenty- 
live  years  after  the  presentation  of  these 
vases — the  same  I^upenir,  at  the  sjiccial 
reijuest  of  Prince  IVismarck,  b)-  a  pat- 
ent under  his  dwu  hand  with  the  ro\al 
seal  affixed,  appointed  Mr.  Gibson  a 
Knight  Commander  of  the  Royal  Prus- 
sian Crown  Order. 

And  yet  another  instance  of  a  like 
character  may  lie  reiorded.  In  i88[ 
Mr.  Gibson  was  engaged  as  counsel  to 
represent    tlie   Austrian   go\erniMent    in 

heim,  formerly  the  .Vustro-Hungarian 
consul  at  St.  Louis,  who  was  charged 
with  embc/czlement.  -  The  Baron  had 
abandoned  his  title  and  I'ftice,  lied  to 
the  States   and   changed    his  name,  but 


was  arrested,  brought  back  to  St.  Louis 
and  lodged  in  jail.  lie  tinally  escaped, 
howe\er,  by  pleading  consular  immun- 
ity as  a  te(,hnical  ilclense,  although  it 
was  wai\ed  by  his  go\ernment.  Al- 
though Mr.  Gibson  lost  his  case,  he 
displayed  such  learning,  ability  and 
fidelity  that  he  received  from  the  Aus- 
trian emperor  the  imperial  thanks,  as  a 
warm  expression  of  appro\al,  and 
was  subsequently  decorated  as  Kniglit 
Commander  of  the  Sovereign  P"ra[icis 
Joseph  (Order  of  Austria.  Mr.  Gib- 
son is  jierhaps  the  only  member  of 
the  American  bar,  who  has  been  hon- 
ored by  the  ofticial  thanks  of  two  of  the 
great  (lou-ers  of  Europe  on  account  of 
his  personal  conduct  at  the  bar. 
The.-,e  a|)[)ointnients  entitle  him  to 
rank  a'id  jireiedence  in  the  courts 
of  Berlin  and  Vienna, — wliere  he  has 
ne\er  been  ;  given  as  special  marks 
of    esteem    by   monarchs   he   has   never 

Beside  the  cases  mentioned  above, 
Mr.  Gibson  has  aijpeared  in  a  great 
many  others  of  great  importance,  neetl- . 
less  to  enumerate  here  ;  and  even  as 
late  as  the  last  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  he  argued 
as  the  leading  counsel,  the  oldest  and 
one  of  the  most  important  land  cases 
on  the  docket,  and  won  it.  \'ery 
recei  tiy  all  the  gas  companies  of  St. 
Louis,  re|;resentiHg  a  capital  of  twenty 
million  dollars,  were  consolidated, 
under  his  ad\  ice  as  the  leading  coun- 
sel. 

It  was  ainio:>t  a   fore^^one   conclusion 
that  one    of   Mr.   Gibson's  geiuus   and 
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teni j'nTiuiK'nt  shmiltl  l)c  ilra'.vn  toward 
the  arciKi  of  politics,  ami  we  find  liim 
a  stiwiiii;  and  effecti\L'  actor  therein 
ujion  till-  \cry  thresiiuld  of  his  career. 
In  I. '^-(4  he  was  upon  the  public  rostrum, 
devotiiiL,'  his  young  enthusiasm  and 
effecti\c  eloquence,  to  tlie  service  of 
Henry  Clay.  In  1S4S  he  advocated  in 
a  like  manner  the  claims  of  Taylor  ; 
while  in  1S52  he  was  nominated  as  an 
elector  of  Missouri  upon  the  Scott 
ticket.  In  1S56  he  supported  the  old 
line  Whig  ticket,  and  strove  earnestly 
to  secure  the  Presidential  nomination 
for  his  old  friend,  Edward  Bates.  In 
1S60,  when  the  Whig  party  as  such  had 
ended  its  varied  and  honorable  career, 
Mr.  Bibson,  although  not  a  member 
of  the  Republican  party,  originated  a 
movement'*  to  make  Mr.  Bates  that 
nominee  ;  believing  that  the  election  of 
a  Southerner  who  was  opposed  to 
slavery,  but  who  was  conservative  in  all 
respects,  would  avert  the  political 
crisis,  which  otherwise  seemed  inevi- 
table. But  this  movement,  although 
supported  by  Horace*  Greeley ,  the 
Pdairs,  and  other  men  of  power  and  in- 
fluence, was  not  crowned  by  success  ; 
and  Mr.  Gibson  supported  Bell  and 
Kverett  on  the  Constitutional  Union 
ticket, — which  party  was  founded  upon 
the  principles  advancetl  in  the  Whig 
])latf()rms. 

In   i.S.,1.  when  elected  President,  >,Ir. 
Lincoln    made    Edward    Bates    his    at- 
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torney  general,  ami  the  latter  urged  Mr. 
C.ibson  as  a  patriotic  duty  to  relincjuish 
his  lav.'  practice,  and  give  his  ser.vice  to 
liis  country  in  a  position  where  liis  legal 
knowledge  and  training  could  be  made 
effectual  to  the  nation's  good.  He  ac- 
cordingly went  to  Washington,  where 
he  accepted  the  office  of  solicitor  of  the 
court  of  claims — now  solicitor  general. 
At  President  Lincoln's  request,  h« 
wrote  an  opinion  favoring  the  elevation 
of  the  court  of  claims  ,from  a  mere 
commission  to  a  regular  court  of  jus- 
tice, and  Mr.  Lincoln  embodied  the 
paper  in  one  of  his  messages, 
with  the  alteration  of  but  a  single 
word.  Mr.  Gibson  then  wrote  the  bill 
whicii  was  passed  by  Congress,  re- 
organizing the  court.  INIr.  Gibson 
was  thrown  into  friendly  and  even  in- 
timate relations  with  Mr.  LincoTn  and 
most  of  the  great  men  of  that  period. 
.\mong  those  who  specially  confided  in 
him  was  Mr.  Stanton,  "  the  great  war 
secretary."  Mr.  Gibson  strenously 
exerted  himself  against  many  of  the 
harsh  and  repressive  measures  of  the 
war,  especially  those  pertaining  to 
Missouri;  for  he  was  the  gfficial  agent 
of  the  state  of  Missouri  at  the  national 
capital  during  all  the  war;  andperformetl 
etricient  service  in  regulating  the  affair 
of  the  state  with  the  Federal  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Bates  and  himself  were 
the  only  representative  of  four  mil- 
lion "border  state"  people  in  the 
administration,  when  Mr.  Gibson 
found  that  the  Lincoln  admin- 
istration was  hoijelessly  given  o\er  to  a 
radical  policy,  he  resigned  the  office  of  • 
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solicitor  general  and  declared  himself 
a  Dem<icrat.  In  1S64.  he  supported 
Gen.  McCJelLm  for  the  Presidency, 
and  in  iSiJij-67  sustained  President 
Johpson  in  his  contest  with  Congress. 
In  1S6S  he  advocated  Gov.  Seymour's 
election  to  the  Presidency;  in  1S70  he 
favored  the  Liberal  Republican  and 
Democratic  coalition  in  Missouri, 
which  elected  B.  Gratz  Brown  Gover- 
nor, and  prepared  the  way  for  the  re- 
vision of  the  ironclad  Drake  Consti- 
tution ;  and  in  1S72  he  warmly  sup- 
ported Mr.  Grceley'selection,  although 
he  doubted  the  policy  of  his  nomina- 
tion by  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention, of  which  body  he  was  a 
dclegate-at-^arge  from  Missouri.  He 
supported  Go-.-.  Tilden  for  the  Presi- 
dency in  1S76,  and  during  the  e.-iciting 
contr(j\»ersy  which  arose  in  the  follow- 
ing winter  as  to  the  result  of  theelection, 
he  was  selected  by  the  Deruocratic 
National  Committee  to  visit  Louisiana, 
in  connection  withothereminentgentle- 
men,  to  insure  a  fair  count  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Tilden.  ^Vhile  there  he  was  com- 
missioned to  go  to  Florida  on  a  similar 
service,  and  took  an  important  part  in 
the  proceedings  which  afterwards  be- 
came so  familiar  to  the  country  in  con- 
nection with  the  Florida  electoral  case, 
creating  a  most  favorable  impression  as 
a  learned  and  modest  gentleman.  He 
was  an  old  and  personal  friend  of  Gen. 
Hancock,  whom  he  supported  in  iSSo 
lor  tlie  Presidency,  and  at  his  request 
delivered  several  speeches  and  per- 
fiirnu-tl  other  important  services  in 
Indiana  in  his  interest.      After  liie   loss 


to  the  Democrat.sof  Indiana  in  October, 
he  took  a  very  active  and  effective  part 
in  the  election  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen 
to  Congress  from  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 
Mr.  Gibson  was  earnest  and  eloquent 
in  his  support  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  candidates  in  1S84,  and  by  his 
services  upon  the  stump  and  in  other 
avenues  of  usefulness,  was  one  of  the 
means  by  which  success  was  assured, 
and  Cleveland  and  Hendericks  were 
elected.  While  he  gave  this  service 
because  of  his  belief  in  the  principles  of 
Democracy,  it  was  thought  by  his 
friends  the  country  over,  that  some 
recognition  of  his  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vices should  be  had.  It  was  accordingly 
urged  upon  President  Cleveland  that 
he  should  be  appointed  to  tlie  German 
mission.  A  strong  claim  was  certainly 
made  in  his  favor.  The  Missouri  con- 
gressional delegation  supported  him  by 
formal  vote,  and  as  a  unit  ;  the  Demo- 
cratic press  of  Missouri  was  outspoken 
in  his  behalf;  strong  influences  from 
Indiana,  Minnesota  and  Louisiana  were 
brought  to  bear  in  his  favor.  Such 
great  journals  as  the  Indianapolis 
Stn/t?u-i,  and  New  Orleans  Tiiiifs-Dcm- 
ocrat,  supported  him  ;  Gen.  \V.  S. 
Hancock  useil  his  intluence  ;  his  lung 
and  honorable  political  record  was 
quoted  in  his  behalf:  He  ha<l  resigned 
one  of  the  besr  clrices  '  under  the  gov- 
ernment, when  the  Republican  party 
was  at  the  zenith  of  power,  to  become 
a  Democrat,  in  obedience  to  conviction; 
he  had,  for  a  score  of  years  and  more, 
served  the  party  in  all  possible  ways  ; 
he  was  the    only  one    of    the    '■  visiting 
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Statesmen  "  i)f  1S76  w'.io  h.ni  received 
no  reward,  altliough  one  df  the  most 
cons])ic'>)MS  of  their  nuiiiber  ;  while  he 
had  taken  a  brilliant  and  enthusiastic 
part  in  the  campaign  just  closed. 
Aihled  to  all  this  was  the  earnest  per- 
sonal strength  of  Hon.  Joseph  Pulitzer, 
editor  of  the  New  York  lV,>rl,L  Mr. 
Gibson  had  been  Pulitzer's  one  friend 
above  all  others,  in  his  early  and  violent 
struggles  in  St.  Louis,  and  it  was  but 
natural  and  right  that  he  should 
wish  to  see  that  friend  honored.  Tlie 
great  editor  asked  President  Cleveland, 

.---a:;  lii.i  o.-ily  request  of  tlic  administra,- 
tion — togive  the  mission  to  Mr.  Gibson, 
andvouched  fullyas  to  his  fitness  to  fill  it 
with  creJlit  to  his  government  and  him- 
self. Tlie  recjuest  was  not  granted,  and 
the  appointment  went  elsewhere.  Mr. 
Pulitzer  was  too  good  a  Democrat  to 
hold  his  party  responsible  for  the  Presi- 
dent's ungrateful  course,  but  he  exer- 
cised his   unquestioned  right  of  allow- 

I  ing  Mr.  CIe\-eland  to  carry  the  burden 
of  his  ojvn  action.  That  the  ]Vorld 
had  much  to  do  with  Cleveland's 
election  by  the  pivotal  vote  of  New 
York,  there  can  be  no  doubt;  and 
nothing  in  the  history  of  jourvialism  is 
more  brilliant  and  effective  than  was 
the  work  of  the  ll'orhim  that  campaign 
— while  Mr.  Pulitzer  himself  appeared 
upon  the  platform  spea'king  Loth  in 
English  and  German,  with  marked 
effect. 

When  the  President  thus  ignored  the 
true  friends  who  liad  done  so  much  for 
him,  and  gave  this  appointment  to  Mr. 
Pendleton,  of   Ohio,  as  an   oblation   to 


the  civil  service  philosophers  and  the 
Mugwumps,  Mr.  Pulit/.er  bided  his  time, 
and  made  good  returns  in  the  end. 
The  ;fV/(/ opened  its  guns,  and  before 
long  Mr.  Cleveland  ceased  to  be  a 
Presidental  possibility,  although  the 
national  convention  of  18SS  did  not 
recognize  that  fact  in  time.  While  the 
JVori.l  made  no  criticisms  upon  Cleve- 
land that  were  unjust,  it  did  not,  upon 
the  other  hand,  underestimate  his 
faults,  condone  his  offenses,  or  cover 
up  his  mistakes.  AVhen  Cleveland  again 
came  before  the  people,  one  of  the 
bravest  blades  of  past  battles  was  not 
drawn  in  his  defense  ;  the  World  wars 
replete  with  able  articles  in  support  of 
Democracy,  while  the  name  of  the 
Democratic  candidate  was  seldom  men- 
tioned. Beyond  doubt,  this  was  one  of 
the  causes  of  defeat ;  and  although  Mr. 
Cleveland  is,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
a  candidate  for  the  nomination  of  1S92, 
he  may  have  the  same  powerful  oppo- 
sition to  confront.  So  much  for  a  bit 
of  inside  political  history,  and  as  an 
illustration  of  how  one  event,  especially 
in  politics,  intertwines  with  others. 

Yet  this  ignoring  of  claims,  made 
doubly  strong  by  the  magnificent 
character  of  his  support  at  home  and 
elsewhere,  had  no  effect  upon  the  per- 
sonal course  of  Mr.  Gibson.  He  loyally 
supported  the  Democratic  ticT^et  in 
iSSS;  and  during  the  four  years  that 
this  incident, — aiid  his  name  in  con- 
nection with  it — has  been  kept  before 
the  public,  he  has  preserved  the  even 
ten(jr  of  his  way,  with  a  silent  dignity 
tliat  has  won  the  respect  of  all  men. 
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Through  various  liries  of  duty  and 
trust  other  than  those  outlined  in  the 
foregoing,  .has  Mr.  Gibson  made  his 
genius  and  great  executive  ability  felt 
for  the  good  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and 
the  West.  He  has  been  very  successful 
in  various  ventures,  and  has  well  earned 
the  abundant  fruits  thereof  which  he 
now  enjoys.  Some  of  the  finest  enter- 
prises in  St.  Louis  have  been  organized 
and  perfected  by  him,  and  often  these 
have  been  attended  by  protracted  and 
delicate  negotiations,  in  which  his  tact 
and  ingenuity  were  exerted  to  the  ut- 
ri-i-it  to  brine:  abou-t  a  succeti.sful  issue. 
Of  this  character  were  the  circumstances 
preceeding  the  erection  of  the  old 
Southern  Hotel  (since  burned)  and  of 
its  successor,  the  present  fine  structure. 
The  importance  and  effectiveness  of  his 
labors  in  the  building  and  rebuilding  of 
this  hotel  are  universally  acknowl- 
edged ;  and  all  v,-as  dime  by  him  with- 
out compensation,  and  after  large  and 
liberal  contributions  of  his  own  money. 
In- fact  the  bargain  concluded  between 
Col.  Robert  Cambell  and  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Allen  v.'as  brought  about  by 
him,  and  without  him  the  building 
would  not  have  been  erected.  Space 
forbids  more  than  a  reference  to  other 
public  works  in  which  he  has  taken  a 
leading  part.  Mr.  Gibson  has  always 
manifested  a  deep  interebt  in  matters 
tending  to  promote  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  community,  and  has 
always  been  zealous  in  aiding  the  ptir- 
chase  and  improvement  of  parks  and 
other  gri)unds  for  public  resort.  lie 
aided   very  materially  in   the   establish- 


ip.ent  and  impnuement  of  L.-jfayette 
Park,  and,  without  injustice  to  others, 
might  be  called  the  originator  of  the 
beautiful  resort.  He  drew  up  the  first 
act  establishing  Forest  Park,  and  when 
it  was  declared  unconstitutional,  he  was 
foremost  in  procuring  the  passage  ©f 
another  act  which  was  declared  valid  ; 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  St. 
Louis  owes  this  fine  park  to  his  legal 
ability,  clear  business  sense,  and  un- 
tiring persistence.  He  is  a  may  of 
large  views,  and  some  of  his  ideas  have 
been  far  in  advance  of  the  people.  Of 
these  may  be  mentioned  his  proposition 
advanced  in  1S53,  to  open  Jefferson 
avenue  two  hundred  feet  wide,  from 
St.  Louis  Place  to  the  "Wild  Hunter," 
and  Grand  avenue  three  hundred  feet 
wide  from  the  river  on  the  north  to  the 
river  on  the  south  :  and  also,  in  1S6S. 
his  plan  for  a  park  of  one  thousand 
acres  just  east  of  the  Forest  Park. 
Some  years  ago  Mr.  Gibson  organized 
the  Laclede  Gas  Company.  Its  right 
to  do  business  and  supply  the  public 
with  gas  was  contested  by  the  old  com- 
pany, which  claimed  a  monopoly  uf  the 
city;  but  on  Mr.  Gibson's  advice  the 
new  company  proceeded  to  expend  one 
million  five  hundre<l  thousand  dollars 
in  its  works  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
city,  and  the  result  was  a  complete 
vindicati.in  of  the  soundness  of  his 
advice. 

Mr.  Gibson  was,  in  i.S.S(').  apiMiinted 
a  member  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  com- 
mission, and  was  maile  presiflent  there- 
was  then  in    a    state    of    wild    disorder. 
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tlirongh  u-!i;cti  nicn  could  travel  only 
when  accc.nipaniod  by  armed  guiiles  ; 
now  Ld'cs'cui  pas'^all  throuj-h  it  in 
satetv,  and  order  and  security  have,  by- 
well  directed  efforts,  been  brought 
out  of  danger  and  chaos.  For  his  very 
efncient  services  in  this  direction,  Mr. 
Gibson  received  no  compensation  wliat- 
ever. 

In  1851  Mr.  Gibson  was  married  to 
Miss  Virginia  Gamble,  daughter  of 
Archibald  Gamble,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  v.-idely  known  of  the  early 
settlers  of  M'SbOuri.  A  large  family 
was  the  result  of  this  union.  In  iSSr, 
Mr.  Gibson  met  with  the  great  mis- 
fortune of  his  life.  His  son  Archie 
was  a  cadet  at  West  Point,  and  while 
on  parade  a  spider  crawled  into  his  ear. 
liy  the  rules  of  the  Military  Academy, 
and  still  more  by  the  spirit  of  the  corps 
of  cadets,  it  was  a  higli  offense  to  move 
in  the  ranks,  and  the  Ihjv  remained 
unmoved  for  over  an  Iiour  with  the 
venomous  insect  working  in  am!  poison- 
ing his  _very  life's  blood.  AX'hen  the 
parade  was  (i\t  r  tlie  ear  was  f(jniul  full 
of  blood,  and  the  spider  was  not  gotten 
out  for  two.  days.  Archie  remained 
at  the  academy,  was  graduated  with 
high  honors,  and  appoitited  lieutenant 
of  the  Seventh  Calvary,  Custer's  regi- 
ment. .\fter  remaining  sexx-ral  months 
at  home  imder  medical  treatment,  he 
joined  his  regiment  and  went  to  the 
field,  where  he  remained  campaigning 
until  his  captain  and  surgeon  both 
ordered  him  to  ap[ily  for  a  siikdeave. 
I'tterly  broken  down,  he  then  returned 
home   and    died    of    brain    fever.      The 


singular  circumstances  of  his  death, 
taken  in  connection  with  his  endurance 
and  fortitude,  his  purity  of  character 
and  great  learning  for  one  so  young, 
caused  great  sorrow  in  the  city  where 
he  was  born,  raised,  and  died,  and 
called  forth  letters  of  praise  and  sym- 
pathy from  Gens.  Sherman  and  Han- 
cock, and  many  other  distinguished 
men  throughout  the  country.  His 
funeral  was  attended  by  the  chancellor 
and  [irofessorsof  Washington  University, 
where  he  had  been  a  student,  all  the 
army  officers  of  the  city  or  at  the 
barracks,  a  company  of  regulars  from 
the  barracks,  and  a  very  large  concourse 
of  citi/.ens. 

Public  respect  when  worthily  won.  is 
one  of  fhe  best  rewards  which  any  life 
can  earn.  The  position  held  by 
Charles  Gibson  in  the  regard  of  the 
community  in  which  he  has  lived  and 
labored  so  long,  speaks  volumes  in  his 
praise.  His  influence  upon  the  ma- 
terial, legal,  political  and  social  life  of 
St.  Louis  has  been  great,  and  always 
for  the  good.  In  many  respects  his 
life  has  been  remarkable,  even  in  this 
remarkable  age.  Thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  in  early  life,  he  has  steadily 
won  his  way  into  the  front  ranks.  He 
has  never  belonged  to  any  church  or 
society  or  organizati'in  of  any  charac- 
ter, anil  in  no.ie  of  his  undertakings 
has  he  received  organized  support  of 
that  kiml.  An  heriditary  slave- 
holder, a  Virginian  of  one  of  the  best 
families,  a  frontiersman,  a  Whig  be- 
fore the  v.-ar,  an  important  Union 
leader  through  that  memorable  struggle, 
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a  Demorratic  leader  from  the  close  of 
that  war  to  the  present  time  ;  a  leader 
in  the  society  of  his  home  city,  and  at 
the  western  bar  :  with  a  reputation  as  a 
lawyer  that  is  not  only  coextensive  with 
the  limits  of  the  republic,  but  has 
been  carried  to  the  main  capitals  of  the 
Old  World  ;  the  recipient  of  especial 
marks  of  honor  from  two  emperors;  pos- 
sessing   a   patent    for   a    hi^h    nationSl 


office  signed-  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
apostle  of  liberty,  anda  patent  of  knight- 
hood signed  by  the  hand  of  the  first  em- 
peror of  Germany  ; — in  these  facts  we 
find  evidences  of  not  only  a  natural 
greatness,  but  of  a  steadfastness  of  pur- 
pose to  do  well,  and  deserve  well,  at  the 
hands  of  men. 

Edward  L.    Eam£s. 
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Yet  another  of  the  active  business 
men  who  I'.ave  uiade  the  name  of  Kan- 
sas City  famous  for  energy  and  com- 
mercial acti\ity  the  world  over,  is  James 
D.  Husted  ;  young  yet  in  years,  but 
experiencedi  in  all  that  is  required  to 
achieve  a  rapid  and  permanent  success. 
Like  so  many  of  his  associates  in  the 
West,  Mr.  Husted  is  by  birth  an  "Ohio 
man,"  but.  in  all  else  is  a  patriotic  be- 
liever in  the  destiny  of  Kansas  City 
and  the  middle  \Vest,  and  an  earnest 
advocate  ol*  all  the  interests,  commercial 
and  moral,  t'lat  pertain  thereto. 

Mr.  Husted  was  born  in  Clarksfield, 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  on  September  26, 
1S57,  the  son  of  O.  J.  and  Mary  Husted, 
his  fatlier  being  awell-to-dofanuer,  who 
possessed  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
the  community  in  which  he  dwelt.  His 
moth.er  was  an  exemplary  Christian 
woman,  the  result  of  whose  training  is 
manifest  in  the  bent  of  Mr.  Husted's 
mind,  and  in  the  admirable  personal 
qualities  [hat  have  won  friendship  anil 
respect  for  him  wherever  he  is  knou-n. 


Like  the  majority  of  the  farmer  boys 
of  his  day  and  environment,  young 
llusted  was  compelled  to  content  him- 
self with  such  education  as  the  common 
schools  of  the  day  afforded,  and  at  the 
time  for  taking  the  labors  of  life  upon 
his  own  responsibility,  he  chose  the 
occupation  of  telegrapher.  He  learned 
the  science  of  practical  operation,  and 
was  employed  in  the  telegraphic  depart- 
ment of  several  railroad  companies,  for 
some  years,  earning  and  receiving  rapid 
promotion.  He  was  finally  placed  iu 
charge  of  the  supply  department  of  the 
Kansas  Pacific  division  of  the  L'nion 
Pacific  Railroad,  with  headquarters  at 
Armstrong,  now  a  part  of  Kansas  City, 
Kansas,  which  latter  place  has  been  his 
continuous  home  since  1S7S.  In  iSSi 
he  became  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  a  small  way,  opening  an 
office  in  the  basement  of  his  residence. 
He  was  personally  so  popular  and  his 
methods  and  the  results  of  his  trans- 
actions so  satisfactory,  to  both  buyers 
and  sellers,  that  his  business  increased 
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rapidly  and  steaiMy.  ncccssitatinp;  his 
removal,  in  tS.S.'.  to  Xo.  422  Minne- 
sota avtviue,  wb.cre  he  established  him- 
self in  a  laryer  and  more  accessible 
otiice;  and  bv  1SS5  his  transactions  hail 
assumed  such  magnitude  that  still  more 
room  and  better  facilities  were  de- 
manded, and  he  removed  his  office  to 
No.  505^2  Minnesota  avenue.  From 
this  time  on  hih  business  expanded  so 
rapidly  that  its  present  importance  be- 
gan to  be  foreshadowed,  and  in  iSStj 
and  1SS7  he  organized  a  syndicate 
\vhii:h  built  the  First  National  Bank 
building,  which  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
pensive and  commodious  business 
structures  in  Kansas  Gity,  substantially 
construc^:ed  and  of  striking  appearance. 
The  otlices  in  this  building  of  Mr. 
Ilusted  arid  the  Husted  Investment 
Company,  of  which  he  is  president,  are 
the  largest,  most  convenient  and  most 
elegantly  appointed:  in  the  city. 

Ilesides  his  connection  with  the  Hus- 
ted Investment  Company,  one;  of  the 
strongest  concerns  of  the  kind  in  the 
'  \Vi;st,  doing  an  immense  business  which 
extends,  to  all  parts  of  the  country, 
Mr.  (lusted  is  identified  ofticial'ly 
and  as  a  stockholder  with  many  land 
corporations  of  importance,  of  ([uite  a 
nuniher  of  which  he  is  president.  He 
is  also  president  of  the  Fidelity  Sa\ings 
Har.k  and  vice-president  of  tlie  Hrst 
\:i'ional  F.ank.  all  of  Kansas  City, 
Kansas. 

riie  results  that  have  come  in  re- 
sjionse  to  tlie  intelligent  and  industrious 
aiijiliiation  of  rare  natural  abilities,  are 
wonilerful,  even  in  this    section    where 


such  remarkalile  things  are  acliieved. 
As  one  writer  has  said:  "The  success 
of  .Mr.  Husted  has  been  remarkable  and 
would  do  credit  to  any  man  of  twice 
his  years  and  tlirice  his  experience. 
Legitiuing  absolutely  witliout  capital, 
and  in  the  humblest  way  as  a  real  estate 
commission  broker,  he  has  developed 
into  one  of  the  leading  real  estate 
dealers  antl  in\estors  in  the  West,  the 
honored  head  of  several  large  corpo- 
rations which  have  done  no  small  work 
in  hastening  settlement  and  general 
develojirnent  throughout  a  wide  terri- 
tory, and  one  of  the  most  extensive 
owners  of  landed  property  in  his  city 
and  its  vicinity,  notably  along  the  line 
of  the  Interstate  Con.solidated  Rapid 
Transit  Railway,  where  he  owns  con- 
siderable tracts,  which  in  a  few  years, 
as  the  Kansas  Citys  grow,  will  be 
filled  witli  factories,  business  houses 
and  dwellings." 

While  Mr.  Husted  has  been  in  charge 
of  commercial  and  financial  transac- 
tions of  great  magnitude,  he  has  not 
neglected  the  higher  responsibilities  of 
a  Christian  manhoixl,  nor  lost  any 
opportunity  of  aiding  ills  fellow  man. 
He  is  a  mend)cr  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  where  he  has  served  as  elder, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, and  to  all  tlie  tniancial  and  charit- 
able ii;terest>  of  whi.h  he  is  a  ready 
and  liberal  contributor.  In  early  life 
he  itlentified  himself  with  the  Voung 
.Men's  Christian  Association,  the  prac- 
tical work  of  which  throughout  Kansas 
has  had  an  added  impet\is,  and  resulted 
in    adtled    good,  from    his   etforts  in    its 
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behalf  as  Chairman  of  t'n.o  State  Execu- 
tive C'dmmittee,  in  whirh  capacity  he 
serves  that*  body,  niul  as  a  earnrsl 
persona!  worlcer  in  dissemination  of  the 
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truths  of  Christianity. 

Mr.  I  lusted  is  perfTtnil^  more  widely 
known  than  any  otiier  rfftMi  in  Ids  city; 
and  those  who  i<now.  TiTm  best  speak 
most  enthusiastically  of  liis  many  L;oud 
qualities,  his  business  capacity,  and  his 


conspicii 
has  chos 


access  in  the  career  he 
No  one  doubts  liis  intej;- 
ritv,  and  his  v.ord  is  literally  as  ;i,mod 
as  his  bo'id.  which,  on  account  of  his 
hi^di  coniniercial  standing;  would  be 
acce[ited  unvwhere  in  the  country. 
He  was  married  in  September,  iSSr,  to 
^[iss  Jennie  L.  Thorpe,  of  Karusas 
City. 
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HON.   PHII.ETUS  SAWYER. 


In  the  Urst  half  nf  tlie  nineteenth 
centuri-  the  conditions  (it  life  amonp; 
the  peoijle  of  tlie  Nonlicrn  states  of 
thi.s  coi:ntry  were  very  iliit^rent  from 
those  n(v,v  existing.  Daily  toil,  bread 
earned  hy  the  sweat  of  the  brow,  by 
luiflinching  iinplication  "f  the  physical 
or  mental  faculties,  or  both,  from 
youth  r.;  age  has  always  been  the  lot 
of  the  great  niajorit) .  IJut  the  toilers 
in  shojij.  on  farms,  in  mills  or  far- 
tories.  of  tu-day,  live  in  the  daily  en- 
joyment of  comforts,  wiiich  were 
unattainubk-  luxuries,  or  entirely  un- 
known to  their  predecessors  of  half  a 
century  ay;o.  Yet,  to  them,  in  their 
geuera:'-jn,  the  conditions  which  wouhi 
seem  to  us  si-  hard,  caused  no  more  dis- 
conte.nt.  t!i:in  attends  the  lot  of  men 
anywhere,  who  can  see  a  hope,  or 
prospective  opportunities,  for  betterini': 
iheir  ci:i::(.',iuon,  ai;d  arc  spurred  on,  bv 
such  disr,j:i'e:it  as  tiiey  do  f.el,  to  make 
the  best  tiicy  may  of  tlu 
they  hav.  .    ' 

E\ery',\ !  ere.  in  our  own  lai 
fo:;nd  n.er..  who  ha\e  worked  th 
^^ay,  ;;r.m  lowly  and  huml;ie  liegin- 
!:i!e_;s,  :•_:  places  of  leadership  in  the 
eommer.:-.-,  ihe  great  producu\e  in- 
dustries, and  management  of  the  veins 
an<l  ar^eHes  c)f  the  traffic  and  exchanges 
of  the  co;;ntry.  Xot  unfrcipieutly  they 
are    fu'ind   among  the    trusted    leaders 


rtunities 


d,    an 
;ir  owi 


and  representatives  in  the  councils  of 
the  state  and  tiie  nation. 

It  is  one  of  the  glories  of  our  country 
that  this  is  so.  It  should  be  the  strong- 
est incentive  and  encouragement  to  the 
)outh  of  the  country  that  it  is  so. 

Prouunent,  and,  in  some  respects 
exceptional,  among  this  class  of  men  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch — a  man  hon- 
ored, respected  and  esteemed  wherever 
known,  and  mo.;t  of  all,  where  he  is 
best  known.  The  biography  of  such  a 
man.  however  briefly  told,  should,  at 
least,  trace  the  causes  of  what  has 
been,  in  some  respects,  a  phenome- 
nally successful  career. 

I'hilctus  Sawyer  was  one  of  a  fam- 
ily of  five  brothers  and  four  sisters, 
of  whom  he  and  one  sister  are  now 
the  only  survivors.  He  was  born 
in  Rutland  county,  Vermont,  Septem- 
ber 22.  rSi6.  When  he  was  about  a 
vear  old.  his  fatiier  mo\-ed  with  his 
family  to  Essex  county  in  the  state  of 
Neu-  \'ork,  and  located  at  Crown  Point. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith,  who 
became  embarrassed  and  impoverished 
by  sigTung  notes  witii  others,  and  was 
a  man  of  scanty  means  and  humble 
and. ition. 

The  sons  of  men  in  his  station,  in 
that  day.  were  not  a  burthen  to  be 
biirne  anil  toiled  for,  until  they  should 
go  out    into   the    world  for   themselves. 


MAGAZIXE    OF    U'ESTERX   HISTORY. 


A  family  of  boys  on  i  t'lirin  was  to  the 
fatlicr  a  source  of  prosperity,  which 
gne  Iiini  .L;rerit  advantages  over  his  poor 
neighl)or  whose  operations  were  lim- 
itcii  t(j  the  capacity  of  his  own  labor  or 
carried  on  uith  hired  help. 

So  the  young  Philetus,  at  an  early 
age,  began  to  take  his  share  in  the 
'•  chores  "  around  the  farm  and  house 
ami  shop,  and  as  his  years  and  stature 
increased  and  his  muscles  grew  stronger, 
it  was  in  the  natural  course  of  events 
that  while  yet  a  mere  youth,  he  should 
take  upon  himself  the  work  of  a  man. 
Tlie  summer  thac  he  was  fuurtecu,  he 
worked  out  f<,ir  the  munificent  wages 
of  six  dollars  per  month. 

On  the  west  shore  of  Lake  Chara- 
plaia,  where  the  rocks  and  ravines  of 
the  Adirondack  mountains  leave  but  a 
narrow  margin,  and  at  some  points 
none,  of  arable  land,  hard,  continu- 
ous toil,  was  a  condition  precedent  to 
a  supply  of  the  necessaries  and  most 
common  comforts  of  existence.  Under 
such  conditions  the  wants  of  the  body 
necessarily  take  precedence  of  those  of 
the  intellect.  The  educational  advan- 
tages of  the  boys  were  therefore  lim- 
ited to  the  annual  three  months'  winter 
term  of  the  common  schools  during 
the  brief  period  between  early  child- 
hood and  stalwart  youth.  Among  the 
pines  of  the  Adirondack  region,  at  tliat 
time,  the  business  of  lumbering  was 
carried  on  in  a  primitive  fashion,  and 
in  the  woods  and  at  a  neighboring  saw- 
mill. Mr..Sa\vver,  at  an  early  age.  be- 
came initiated  in  the  business  in  which, 
afterward,  he    laid   the   foundation   and 


;rstructure   of  a   fortuTie 


which,  in  his  most  hoiiefu 
those  days  woidd  ha\e  a[>p 
sible. 

It  was  a  wild,  and  with 
small  areas  of  land  here 
barren  and  sterile  region 
grew    up    to    manhood. 


iref 


ipos 


1  exceptional 
and  there,  a 
in  which   he 

But    Nature, 


d  subsistence  only  to   per- 
vas  in  another  respect  more 


which  yieh 
sistent  toil 
bountiful. 

The  salubrious  atmosphere  of  a 
mountainous  region  was  conducive  to 
health.  In  the  forests  roamed  then 
wild  deer,  wolves  and  bears,  and  an 
occasional  panther.  The  mountain 
streams  abounded  with  speckled  trout. 
These  furnished  sport  enough  for  the 
scanty  time  that  could  be  given  to 
sport.  The  eternal  hills  reared  their 
rocky  crests,  a  perpetual  background 
to  the  westwa'-d  landscape;  and  across 
the  limpid  waters  of  Lake  Champlain 
was  spread  the  verdant  panorama  of  the 
hills  and  mountains  of  Vermont. 

The  character  of  men  is  affected  by 
the  natural  aspects  of  the  country  in 
which  they  are  reared.  The  mention  of 
his  native  land  will  bring  a  light  to  the 
eye  of  the  hardy  Swit^er  or  Scotch 
Highlander,  which  it  will  not  bring  to 
that  of  the  emigrant  from  the  sterile 
plains  of  Pomerania  or  the  dyke-pro- 
tected fields  of  Holland. 

So  the  region  in  which  Mr.  Sawyer's 
youth  was  spent  produced  robust  men 
and  women — robust  both  physically 
and  intellectually. 

The  legal  ptoposition  that  the  father 


is  entitled  to  the  services 


his 


lor 
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chililrcii  was  one  of  constant  practical 
application  in  those  days.  \\'iicn  Mr. 
Sa\v3-er  reached  the  aj^e  of  seventeen 
he  was  a  strong,  vigorous  youth;  ambi- 
tious, self-reliant,  and  eager  to  com- 
mence the  work  of  making  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  His  father  wanted 
money  ;  he  wanted  to  he  master  of  his 
own  time;  and  a  bargain  was  easily 
made.  He  borrowed  one  hundred  dol- 
lars from  an  older  brother  and  paid  it 
to  his  father  for  his  own  services  for 
the  next  four  years.  Before  the  time 
expired  lusdebt  to  his  brother  was  paid, 
auu  i.c  iiau  given  liimself  two  more 
winter  term.s  in  the  district  school,  from 
his  savings  as  a  saw-mill  hand. 

The  education  which  could  be  ac- 
quired in  a  few  winter  terms  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  time  was  of  the 
most  elementary  kind.  The  written 
law  required  that  the  teacher  should  be 
able  -to  read,  write,  and  cipher  to  the 
rule  of  three.  The  unwritten  law 
required  thai  he  should  not  spoil  the 
children  by  sparing  the  rod. 

The  ambition  of  young  Sawyer  was  of 
that  practical  kind,  which  an  intelli- 
gent energetic  youth  would  be  almost 
certain  to  have,  under  such  circum- 
stances— the  ambition  to  rise  above  the 
hard  conditions  which  surrounded  his 
youth,  and  to  acquire  a  competency  as 
soon  as  energy,  prudence  and  industry 
would  enable  him  to  do  so.  Great 
wealth  and  high  position  were  not  in-. 
eluded  in  his  expectations. 

Rut  he  was  not  one  to  rciv  entirely 
upon  the  labor  of  his  own  hands  for  the 
achievement    of  even    such    limited    re- 


sults as  he  aspired  to.  Reiug  gifted 
with  both  brains  and  muscle,  he  used 
both,  and  was  soon  operating  the  mill, 
at  which  he  worked,  under  contract, 
sawing   ''by  the  thousand." 

It  was  one  of  those  water  power  saw- 
mills of  primitive  construction,  of  the 
kind  in  which  the  saws  were  stramed  in 
a  frame,  which  are  facetiously  spoken 
of  by  more  modern  lumbermen  as 
"going  up  to-day  and  coming  down  to- 
morrow." 

Operating  a  mill  with  a  capacity  for 
sawing  two  or  three  thousand  feet  of 
lumber  per  day,  was  a  stow  method  of 
acquiring  wealth,  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstances. 

Before  Mr.  Sawyer  was  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  in  1S41  he  was  married  to 
Mehina  M.  Hadley,  a  young  lady  of 
an  adjoining  town  eminently  qualified 
for  a  help-meet  to  such  a  man,  in  every 
situation,  and  station  of  his  career. 
December  4,  1S43,  his  son  and  present 
partner,  Edgar  P.  Sawyer,  was  born. 

Fourteen  years  after  he  had  pur- 
chased the  remainder  of  his  minority 
from  his  father,  in  the  fall  of  1S47,  Mr. 
Sawyer,  then  thirty-one  years  old.  with, 
his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and 
two  sons,  juined  the  tide  of  emigration 
then  flowing  from  the  east  to  the  great 
west. 

By  industry,  economy  and  good  man- 
agement he  had  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a  capital  of  about  two  thousand 
dollars,  with  which  to  try  his  fcjrtune 
in  a  new  country — the  slow  but  steady 
accumulation  of  ten  years.  Ten  years 
of  hard  work    they  had  been  ;   but  they 


im 
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were  also  ycaij  of  training — of  cdiica- 
ticn,  h\  olisei'\ation  and  experience — 
wliich  fitted  liini  to  see  and  take  advan- 
tage of  ttie  opportunities  which  the  new 
countr)-  was  to  ofifer. 

It  is  not  unusual  to  speak  of  the 
early  lives  of  men  who  have  risen  to 
eminence  from  the  ranks  of  the  poor, 
as  a  struggle  with  poverty. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Sawyer,  although 
he  commenced  at  seventeen  with  only 
his  hands  and  brain,  and  a  good  physi- 
cal constitution,  his  life  to  this  period 
was  not  in  tlie  proper  sense  a  struggle. 
The  great  Ics.sou  of  his  career,  tor  the 
young  and  ambitious,  is  not  that  he 
stn/ggh'ii  and  succeeded  against  adverse 
conditions. 

It  is  that  he  succeeded,  as  anv  young 
man  with  health,  common  sense  and 
will,  may  succeed,  by  industry,  suffi- 
cient will  and  self-denial  to  keep  his 
expenditures  below  his  earnings,  and 
the  use  of  such  opportunities  as  he 
had.  These  are  what  constitute  thrift, 
and  lead  <o  a  success  which  will  be 
hieasured  largely,  in  its  extent,  by  the 
natural  endowments  of  the  individual. 

He  did  not  attempt  to  discount  the 
future,  nor  waste  time  waiting  for  better 
opportunities.  He  did  not  scorn  the 
opportunity  to  accumulate  two  hundred 
dollars  a  year  in  the  hope  of  finding  a 
more  brilliaiit  opportunity  to  accumu- 
late more  rapidly. 

Ponbtlc'-s,  it  was  hard  work  and  a 
slow  advance,  but  it  was  not  a  s.'rugg//--. 
The  result  was  as  certain  as  the  result 
of  human  plans  can  be.  Tlie  contin- 
gency of   sickness,  or    of  di'-ast.-r   irom 


the    elements. 


the    only   contin- 


It  is  step  by  step,  and  not  by  great 
strides  or  bounds,  that  men  who  rise  in 
the  world  begin  to  rise — a  truism  which 
young  men  who  will  not  deny  them- 
selves at  present  for  the  hope  of  ease 
and  comfort  in  the  future,  are  apt  to 
forget  or  ignore.  Such  young  men 
might  profit  by  studying  and  imitat- 
ing the  early  part  of  ^[r.  Sawyer's  life. 

A  pleasant  anecdote  connected  with 
his  removal  to  the  west  illustrates  some- 
what one  trait  of  his  character  which 
will  be  referred  to  hereafter. 

When  he  was  starting  upon  his  west- 
ward journey,  an  older  brother  who 
lived  and  died  a  farmer  on  the  Ticon- 
tleroga  fiats,  asked  him  how  much 
money  he  had.  He  answered  that  he 
had  two  thousand  dollars  secured  in 
his  belt,  but  the  amount  in  his  pockets 
he  did  not  know.  Upon  counting,  it 
was  found  to  be  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  dollars.  His  brother 
handed  him  a  dollar  with  the  remark, 
''  Now,  remember,  that  when  you 
started  for  the  west,  you  had  just 
twenty-two  hundred  dollars." 

Years  afterward,  when  the  brother 
had  become  an  old  man,  and  Mr. 
Sawyer  had  become  wealthy  and  helil 
an  hoiiored  position  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  at  one  time 
visiting  his  old  home  and  his  brother. 
Seeing,  or  imagining  that  lie  saw  S(jme 
indications  of  depression  or  uneasiness 
in  his  brother's  manner.  Mr.  Sawyer 
inquired  if  he  was  in  debt.  The 
brother,  rather  reluctantly,  admitted  an 


HOX.    PHU.ErCS   SAU-YER. 


4G1 


indf'b'edness  of  alinnt  twelve  hiindrcd 
dollars,  which,  from  a  falling  off  in  the 
profits  of  his  farm  and  his  increasing 
age,  began  to  worry  him.  Mr.  Sawyer 
ascertained  the  names  of  the  creditors, 
and,  on  the  next  day,  went  out  and 
bought  up  all  of  his  brother's  outstand- 
ing paper,  took  it  to  his  home  and  de- 
livered it  to  him.  "I  am  not  giving 
you  this,"  said  he  ;  "I  am  paying  my 
debt  to  you."  His  brother  looked 
somewhat  mystified.  "What  debt?" 
he  inquired. 

"Do  you  remember,"  said  Mr. 
Saw\-er.  "  giving  me  a  dollar  when  I 
started  for  the  West^  This  is  that  dol- 
lar with  the  accumulations.  I  have 
made  about  that  amount  with  it." 

"Ah  !"  said  the  brother,  seeing  ihe 
merry  twinkle  in  the  Senator's  blue 
eyes  :  "  I  wish  I  had  given  you  ten  or 
fifteen  dollars  more." 

^[r.  Sawyerremoved  to  Wisconsin, and 
settled  upon  a  farm  which  he  pur- 
chased in  Fond  Du  Lac  county.  Many 
ambitious  men  emigrated  to  the  West 
in  those  days  hoping  and  expecting  to 
become  leaders  among  the  people  of 
the  new  country,  and  to  reap  the  honors 
of  political  preferment.  Mr.  Sawyer 
had  no  such  expectation.  The  profits 
uf  a  saw  mill  as  he  had  known  them 
were  not  very  great.  Farming  on  the 
rich  soil  of  his  new  home  promised,  at 
least,  e(|ual  reward  for  his  labor  and 
time,  and  his  ambition,  then, 
was  only  to  own  a  good  farm, 
well  improved  and  well  stocked, 
winch  in  his  declining  vears  should 
secure  the  comforts  of  life,  and  freedom 


from  the  necessity  for  constant  toil, 
when  hard  work  might  become  irksome, 
or  beyond  liis  strength. 

This  was  the  humble  ambition  with 
which  he,  like  many  others,  sought  and 
found  a  new  home  in  the  great  north- 
west. Some  realized  it,  man}-  did  not. 
A  brief  experience  satisfied  Mr.  Saw\er 
that  he  had  not  selected  the  best  field 
for  the  exercise  of  his  energey  and  in- 
dustry. 

What  his  future  history  would  have 
been,  if  he  had  remained  upon  that 
farm,  it  is  not  easy  to  conjecture  But, 
judging  from  the  character  of  the  man, 
and  the  causes  which  have  led  to  his 
present  position,  it  is  not  probable  that 
he  would  have  remained  in  obscurity, 
if  he  had  remained  there.  That  he 
would  shortly  have  been  chairman  of 
the  town  board,  and  an  active  and  in- 
fluential member  of  the  county  board 
of  supervisors,  and  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature,  those  who  know  his  history 
could  hardly  doubt.  But  he  would 
never  accept  public  office,  totheserious 
detriment  of  his  private  business. 
Speculation  on  the  subject  is  useless, 
for  he  did  not  remain  on  the  farm. 

It  happened — fortunately  perhaps — 
that  there  were  two  seasons  of  short 
crops,  following  his  settlement  there. 
This  was  discouraging.  Two  years  of 
toil  without  some  remuneration  was  a 
new  experience  to  him.  Only  a  short 
distance  away  the  great  pineries  of 
the  Wolf  river  held  out  tempting  in- 
ducements to  lumbermen.  The  work 
of  the  farn-.er  was  monotonous  ;  if  to 
continue  unremunerative,  unendurable. 


4fi2 


MAGAZTXE    OF    WESTER X   HISTORY. 


His  decision  was  soiin  nuide.  The 
farm  was  disposed  of,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 184^,  he  removed  to  the  village  of 
Algoma — now  in  the  city  of  Osbkosh. 
The  previous  winter  he  had  worked  for 
small  wages  in  the  pineries.  There 
were  no  railroads  in  Wisconsin  at  that 
early  day,  and  the  market  for  the  Wolf 
river  lumber  was  only  the  local  market. 
The  country  was  rapidly  filling  up  with 
the  emigration  from  the  East.  The  new 
comers  and  the  old  settlers  whose 
residence  had  acquired  the  antiquity  of 
two  or  three  or  half  a  dozen  years,  were 
alike  anxious  to  make  all  the  improve- 
ments they  could.  Houses  and  barns 
were  needed  everywhere,  with  a  con- 
stantly increasing  need.  Thirty,  forty, 
even  fifty  miles  came  teams  hauling 
pork,  hams,  flour  and  other  neces- 
saries, and  hauling  back  loads  of  lumber. 
But  there  was  no  money  excepting  what 
immigrants  brought  in  their  pockets, 
and  many  of  the  lumbermen  of  those 
days  being  men  of  limited  means,  failed 
to  make  their  business  profitable. 
Rates  of  interest  were  enormous,  and 
those  who  undertook  to  make  credit 
do  the  work  of  capital,  generally  suc- 
cumbed under  their  rapidly  growing 
burthens. 

There  was  a  saw  mill  in  the  village  of 
Algoma,  which  had  nearly  or  quite 
ruineil  its  Owners.  This  mill  Mr. 
Sawyer  operated  successful  I  v  in  the 
season  of  1850  upon  a  contract  by  the 
thousand  feet.  Then  he  rented  the 
mill  and  operated  it  on  his  own  account, 
until  1K5,;.  with  reasonable  success. 

Fond  Du  Lac,  seventeen  miles  south 


of  Oshkosh  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Winne- 
bago, was  then  the  most  thriving  town 
in  Northern  Wisconsin  ;  to  it  centered 
the  trade  of  a  large  area  of  fertile 
country,  and  as  a  point  for  the  distri- 
bution of  lumber  by  wagon  and  sleigh 
loads,  it  had  great  advantages.  In  1853 
Mr.  Sawyer  formed  a  partnership  with 
Messrs.  Brand  &:  Olcott,  lumber  manu- 
facturers and  dealers  of  Fond  Du  Lac, 
and  purchased  the  mill  which  he  had 
been  operating.  The  mill  was  im- 
proved, and  soon  rebuilt,  and  the  pro- 
duction increased,  and  thereafter,  until 
railroads  opened  an  outlet  to  more 
distant  markets,  a  large  part  of  the 
production  of  the  mill  was  shipped 
upon  sailing  vessels  to  Fond  Du  Lac, 
where  it  was  sorted,  piled  and  marketed. 
Mr.  Olcott  retired  from  the  firm  in  TS56, 
and  the  firm  of  Brand  &  Sawyer  con- 
tinued the  business  until  1S62. 

^[arked  success  in  the  lumbering 
business  during  that  period  was  rather 
exceptional.  The  history  of  Oshkosh 
and  Fond  Du  Lac  was  dotted  with  the 
wrecks  of  lumbering  enterprises.  The 
best  illustration  of  the  sagacity  and 
success  with  which  the  business  of 
Brand  &  Sawyer  had  been  continued, 
is  the  ^act  that  in  1S62  Mr.  Sawyer 
purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner, 
Mr.  Brand,  at  an  advance  of  over 
seventy  thousand  tiollars  above  his 
original  capital  in  the  business.  The 
following  year  his  only  surviving  son, 
.Mr.  Edgar  P.  Sawyer,  was  taken  as  a 
partner  in  his  general  business,  antl 
since  that  time  the  llrni  has  been  F. 
Sawyer  &  Son,  a  firm   whose   word    has 


.■■>i  tin 


HOX.   FHir.ETCS   SAWYER. 


4fi:i 


always  been  as  s;ood  as  their  b(.ind,  and 
their  hdnii  ps  g^^od  as  gold. 

So. much  of  the  details  of  Mr.  Saw- 
yer's life  before  he  became  conspicu- 
ous in  public  life  it  is  necessar}'  to 
know  to  understand  truly  the  character 
of  the  man,  and  the  reasons  that  made 
possible  his  exceptionally  long  and 
prominent  career  in  public  life.  The 
details  and  statistics  of  his  subsequent 
business  operations  through  which  he 
has  become  a  man  of  great  wealth 
might  be  interesting  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  curiosity.  But  the  purpose  in 
view-  is  not  to  write  a  full  biograyihy, 
but  to  portray,  as  well  as  the  writer 
can,  a  character  which  is  in  many  ways 
a  worihy  e.vample  for  imitation,  and  an 
honorable  career. 

It  was,  of  course,  that  when  such  a 
man  began  to  have  any  surplus  capital, 
beyond  the  requirements  of  his  regular 
business,  he  would  seek  for  it  profitable 
investments,  and  it  was  natural  that  his 
investments  should  be  largely  such  as 
the  business  itself  suggested — in  pine 
timber  lands.  It  was  natural,  too, 
that  in  the  hands  of  a  man  of  his 
shrewdness  and  sagacity,  accumulated 
capital  should  continue  to  accumulate 
with  accelerating  rapidity,  and  be  distri- 
buted in  a  diversity  of  investments.  In 
this  respect  his  history  is  not  very  differ- 
ent from  that  of  many  sagacious  fiuan- 
riers.  h'roni  the  foundation  of  the  \a- 
tional  P.ankofOshkosh — one  of  the  most 
Sulul  financial  institutions  in  Wisconsin 
— he  has  been  one  of  its  directors  and 
nlricers,  and  is  connected  as  a  stock- 
hulder  and  directcjr  with  several  others. 


.\s  a  stockholder  in  extensive  mills  on 
the  Menominee  river  and  elsewhere, 
and  extensive  Jumber  yards  in  Chicago, 
he  retains  a  connection  with  the  busi- 
ness of  his  earlier  life.  The  difference 
betv.-een  his  mill  at  Menominee  turning 
out  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  feet 
of  lumber  in  a  day,  and  the  old  water- 
power  mill  at  Crown  Point,  sawing  two 
thousand  feet,  illustrates  fairly  the  re- 
sults of  the  industry,  prudence  and 
sound  judgment  which  have  character- 
ized his  life. 

His  sagacity,  though  more  far-reach- 
ing than  that  of  other  men,  was  never 
over  reaching.  No  man  questioned  his 
integrity.  No  man  claimed  to  have 
been  defrauded  by  him. 

A  strong  illustration  of  the  character 
of  Mr.  Sawyer  as  a  business  man  may 
be  found  in  one  simple  fact.  From  t!ie 
beginning  of  the  logging  and  lumbering 
business  in  connection  with  the  Wolf 
river  pineries,  contracts  relating  to  the 
business — logging  contracts  as  they  are 
termed — and  sawing  contracts,  have 
been  prolific  sources  of  litigation.  The 
calendars  of  the  courts  have  teemed 
with  such  causes:  courts  and  jurors 
have  puzzled  their  brains  over  them; 
and  lawyers  have  pocketed  fees  out  of 
them. 

Mr.  Sawyer  has  made  scores  of 
such  contracts — contracts  to  furnish 
supplies  to  the  loggers  and  purchase 
the  logs  when  rundown;  contracts  with 
parties  to  put  in  and  run  logs  by  the 
tliousand;  contracts  for  sawing;  con- 
tracts of  every  concci\  able  kind  con.- 
nected  with  or  growing  out  of  the  lura- 
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berini,'  business  of  that  region — and  he 
\vas  never  indiviiUially  a  party  tu  a  law- 
suit. , 

His  ♦judgment  of  men  was  so  accu- 
rate tliat  those  with  whom  he  contract- 
ed seldom,  if  ever,  tried  to  defraud 
him.  His  sense  of  justice  or  gener- 
osity frequently  led  him,  when  the  re- 
sult of  a  contract  had  been  favorable  to 
him,  to  add  a  gratuity  pfter  the  settle- 
ment Tvas  completed. 

So,  exacting  honest  and  fair  dealing, 
and  dealing  honestly,  fairly  and  gener- 
ously himself,  he  has  built  up  a  large 
fortune  and  preserved  the  confidence, 
respect  and  esteem  of  those  with  whom 
he  had  dealings,  and  of  all  in  his  em- 
ployment. 

His  h'sbit  always  was  never  to  exact 
more  nor  accept  less  than  a  fair  day's 
work  for  a  fair  day's  pay  from  those 
employed  by  him.  His  employees 
were  usually  glad  to  remain  with  him, 
and  instances  of  generous  rewards  for 
long  and  faithful  service,  may  be  men- 
tioned. 

When^he  ceased  to  operate  his  old 
saw-mill  at  Oshkosh  about  1S74,  there 
was  a  man  who  had  been  employed  in 
it  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  had 
commenced  a  youth,  and  worked  faith- 
fully until  lie  v.as  nearly  fifty.  His  ac- 
cumulations in  that  time  were  in  a 
house  and  lot,  and  home  comforts — in- 
cluding a  family.  '"He  desired,  when 
the  mill  closed,  to  get  on  to  a  farm. 
With  Mr.  Sawyer's  assistance,  he  ex- 
changed his  little  homestead  for  a  farm 
upon  which  Mr.  Sawyer  paid  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars   and  took  a  mort- 


gage from  him.  The  mortgage  was 
held  by  Sawyer  &:  Son,  and  they  ad- 
vanced a  few  hundred  dollars  more  to 
enable  the  man  to  pi-ocure  horses,  ma- 
chinery and  tools  for  farming.  But 
the  profits  of  his  agriculture  did  not 
enable  the  debtor  to  reduce  the  debt  or 
meet  the  interest.  The  man  was  ap- 
proaching old  age  with  a  burthen  which 
he  could  not  drop  and  wliich  was  too 
heavy  to  carry.  Realizing  the  situation 
and  necessary  anxiety  of  the  man  and 
his  wife,  Mr.  Sawyer  conchided  to  re- 
lieve it,  and  one  day  he  presented  them 
the  note  and  mortgage  with  a  full  re- 
lease and  a  receipted  bill  of  P.  Sawyer 
&  Son  for  the  account,  with  the  remark, 
"  Xow  you  do  not  owe  a  cent  to  P 
Sawyer  or  to  P.  Sawyer  &'  Son."  It 
'was  unexpected  to  them.  It  was  not 
strange  that  their  gratitude  and  happi- 
ness could  find  no  better  expression  than 
tears.  Probably  there  were  three  per- 
sons happy  at  that  brief  interview,  and 
as  Mr.  Sawyer  turned  hastily  away,  per- 
haps it  was  as  much  to  conceal  his 
emotion  as  to  avoid  theirs. 

A  girl  who  had  served  faithfully  in 
liis  family  for  many  \ears  became  en- 
gaged to,  and  married  a  worthy  indus- 
trious man;  Mrs.  Sawyer's  wedding  gift 
was  the  fee  simple  of  a  comfortable 
house  and  lot.  for  a  home,  which  Mr. 
Sawyer  afterv.ard  purcluis-d  fnmi  them 
f.jr  three  thuusand  di.l^ars.  There 
were  many  other  similar  instances. 

These  incidents  are  mentioned  as  il- 
lustrating a  character.  Instances  in 
which  he  funi>hed  capital  to  aid  the 
energy  of  others  in  busin'ess  enterprises, 
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to  tht'ir  mutual  advaat.i-c  rai^ht  be 
mentioned.  And  he  seldom,  if  ever, 
suffeu^d  loss  therefrom. 

A  brief  account  of  his  operations 
about  the  head  waters  of  the  Wolf 
river  will  fairly  illustrate  his  character 
and  safjacity  as  a  business  man.  The 
method  of  supplying  the  mills  at  Osh- 
kosh  with  logs,  has  always  been  to  cut 
and  haul  the  logs  to  the  Wolf  ri\er  and 
its  tributaries,  in  the  winter,  and  float 
them  down  the  river  in  the  spring.  On 
the  small  tributaries  dams  were  built  at 
intervals,  in  which  a  head  could  be 
raised,  and  then  the  dams  opened  to 
create  a  flood,  on  which  the  logs  below 
could  be  run. 

.Many  years  ago  there  were  large 
tracts  of  very  valuable  pine  timber 
around  the  head  waters  of  the  Wolf 
river,  which  were  not  accessible,  be- 
cause it  was  impossible  to  drive  out  the 
logs  upon  the  streams,  which  were  full 
of  rocks  and  rapids  and  too  small  to 
float  them  out. 

In  iS6S  Mr.  Sawyer  resolved  to  in- 
vestigate this  timber,  and  the  chances 
for  getting  it  out.  He  ([uietiy  spent 
se\eral  weeks  tramping  and  camping 
in  the  woods  ;— took  experts  with  him 
to  examine  the  river  and  tributaries, 
estimate  the  chances  and  expense  of 
making  such  impro\ements,  as  would 
make  it  possible  to  get  the  timber  out  ; 
and  alter  such  investigation  quietly 
purchased  large  tracts  of  the  best  tim- 
bers at  [jriees  which,  a  few  years  later, 
would  have  been  merely  nominal. 

.\  liiarter  was  jjrocurcd  for  the 
Keshena  In.provement  Company,  which 


was  authorized  to  make  the  necessary 
improvements,  and  collect  tolls  upon 
log:,  run  out  through  them.  Its  capital 
was  Sioo.ooo,  of  which  a  large  part 
was  taken  by  him,  as  others  could  not 
be  induced  to  take  it.  With  about 
sixty  men  and  several  teams  he  went 
himself  to  start  the  work.  Old  woods- 
men and  rivermen  doubted,  or  jeered 
at  it.  But  the  work  went  on  and  was 
successful,  and  untold  millions  of  the 
best  timber  in  Wisconsin  was  made  ac- 
cessible. The  earnings  have  exteiided 
the  improvements  as  fast  as  required, 
and  paid  handsome  dividends. 

After  the  first  improvements  were 
made  Mr.  Sawyer  sold  a  section  of  his 
pine  for  $50,000.  The  purchaser 
wanted  him.  to  make  lower  figures, 
wliich  he  declined  to  do,  but  offered  to 
put  in  with  the  land  85,000  of  the  stock 
of  the  company,  on  which  thirty  per 
cent,  had  been  paid.  The  purchaser 
took  the  land,  but  declined  to  take  the 
stock,  because  he  feard  there  wuidd 
be  assessments  on  the  stockholders. 

'•Well,'-'  said  Mr.  Sawyer,  ''I  will 
keep  the  stock  for  you.  You  can  call 
for  it  when  you  want  it."  Tiv(j  or 
three  years  afterward,  when  its  value 
was  assured,  he  called  for  it,  and  it  was 
transferred  to  him. 

This  illustrates  his  method  of  en- 
gaging in  large  enterprises.  He  took 
no  blintl  chances.  He  investigated  all 
the  facts  ;  calculated  as  closely  as  pos- 
sible the  cost  and  the  results,  and 
usually, — as  in  this  case — the  profits 
exceeded  his  expectations. 

A  sparse  and    scattered   population, 
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among  whom  niuans  of  comniunication 
were  slow  an<l  exchani,'os,  mijstly, 
merely  local,  and  all,  or  ncarl)  all,  en- 
gaged in,  agricultural  pursuits,  required 
little  of  legislation  or  government. 
Theories  drawn  from  books  or  evolved 
from  closet  meditations,  could  be  elab- 
orated, discussed,  and  take  form  in 
legislation,  and  the  ultimate  effect  upon 
a  slow,  patient  constituency,  might  be 
long  deferred.  The  logic  of  brilliant 
oratory  might,  for  a  long  time,  with- 
stand the  slower  logic  of  events. 

Now,  when  the  introduction  of  a  pro- 
posed measure  of  legislation  may  be 
felt  instantly  in  rommeTiTl  7rd  finan- 
cial centres,  thrill  along  the  ner^-es  of 
traffic  and  effect  the  most  remote  in- 
dustries a*id  the  interests  of  the  most 
humble  laborer,  it  is  not  so  much 
genius  and  rhetoric  as  practical  com- 
mon sense  of  the  higliest  order  that  is 
needed,  to  grapple  with  the  problems 
of  government. 

There  is  abundant  room  and  use  for 
the  scholar,  the  profound  thinker,  the 
logician;  but  the  sagacious  man  of 
affairs  is,  after  all.  needed  to  deal  with 
complex  practical  affairs. 

Such  a  man  Mr.  Sawyer  is,  and  it 
was  quite  within  tlie  natural  course  of 
events  that  he  should  be  called  to  some 
extent  into  the  public  service,  when  he 
reached  a  position  in  which  he  could 
res[)ond  to  the  call,  without  a  serious 
sacrifice  of  his  private  interests. 

Gifted,  above  most  men.  with  a  wcjn- 
derful  memory,  and  capacity  for  storing 
away  in  his  mind  a  multiplicity  of 
affairs — pigeun-holcd,     as    it    were,    so 


that  anyone  of  them  can  be  taken  up 
when  the  occasion  arises,  and  then  give 
place  to  another  witliout  confusion  of 
tl-.ought,  he  was  able— as  many  men 
a.'-e  not — to  give  time  and  attention  to 
public  affairs  without  impairing  his 
grasp  and  control  of  his  own.  His  ac- 
curate judgment  of  the  qualities  and 
capacity  of  men  also  enabled  him  to 
have  the  right  man  in  the  right  place, 
among  his  agents  and  assistants. 

So  when  the  .little  village  to  which 
he  removed  in  1S49  became  a  part  of  a 
thriving  young  city,  almost  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  his  neighbors  of  the 
ward  ill  which  he  lived,  he  was  repeat- 
edly chosen  to  represent  them  as  alder- 
man in  the  City  Council.  He  was 
magnanimous  (which  will  be  illustrated 
hereafter),  sagacious,  conciliatory,  but 
never  cringing — a  born  leader  of  men. 

It  is  not  probable  that  Mr.  Sawyer 
had,  at  this  time,  any  ambition  for 
great  public  honors  or  preferment. 
Neither  his  early  training,  nor  his 
course  of  life  to  this  period,  were 
likely  to  suggest  to  his  mind  any  proba- 
bility that  such  ambition  could  be  real- 
ized. His  first  ambition  was  to  secure  a 
competence  AVJien  that  was  acquired 
his  next  ambition,  doubtless,  was  to 
acquire  a  respectable  fortune.  A  na- 
tional reputation  as  the  honored  re- 
presentative of  a  state,  was  not  in  his 
th.oughts. 

Mr.  Sawyer  had  formerly  been  politi- 
cally a  Democrat  of  free-soil  proclivities, 
but  he  acted  and  voted  with  the  Republi- 
can party  soon  after  its  organization. 
In  the  fall   of    iS^6   he   was   nominated 


iroy.    PHILF.TUS   SAWYER. 


467 


by  that  jiarty  ia  his  assi-mb'y  district 
for  representative  in  the  legislntnre  of 
1S57,  arid  was  easily  elected.  He  had 
by  tliis  time  so  acquired  the  confidence 
of  the  people  among  whom  he  lived 
that  office  hejjan  to  seek  him.  Tlie 
term  ''office  seeker,"  never  had  any 
proper  application  to  him.  Tiis  ability 
to  grasp  and  understand  in  detail,  and 
in  their  relations  to  other  questions, 
all  questions  of  local  or  general  interest, 
and  his  integrity,  could  not  fail  to  draw 
attention  to  him  as  a  fit  representative 
of  an  energetic  and  intellegent  consti- 
tuency. His  uniform  suavity  to  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  uni- 
formly fair  and  generous  methods  of 
dealing, •tended  to  make  biin  a  popular 
man.  So  it  was  natural  that  in  casting 
about  for  a  candidate  who  was  both  fit 
and  available,  a  convention  of  his  party 
should  select  him. 

In  the  Wisconsin  assemlily  of  1S57 
he  applfed  to  the  business  of  legislation, 
the  same  careful  scrutiny  of  details, 
and  the  same  sound  judgment,  which 
made  his  ]irivate  business  so  successful, 
and  returned  to  his  constituents  more 
firmly  established  in  their  confidence 
than  ever. 

Hut  Mr.  Sawyer's  pri\ate  business 
w;is  nut  vet  in  condition  to  dispense 
with  his  nearly  constant  personal  super- 
visiiin.  His  partner,  at  that  time  Mr. 
Hran.l,  resided  at  Fond  Du  Lar,  and 
his  son  (his  partner  since  iS')^)  was  yet 
loo  young  and  inexperienced  to  take 
charge  of  affairs  in  his  absence.  He 
thrreu.rv  .lci;lined  further  political 
honors  until  the    fall  of  1S60,  when    he 


again  accepted  a  nomination  for  the 
legislature  of  1S61.  The  unsettled  con- 
dition of  the  country  ;  the  threats  of 
secession  on  the  part  of  a  number  of 
the  states  in  the  contingency  of  the 
election  of  .Vbraham  Lincoln  to  the 
Presidency — then  considered  almost 
certain — indicated  that  the  session 
might  be  a  stirring  and  important  one, 
and  it  was  deemed  important  that 
everjTvhere  the  best  men  should  be 
selected  for  the  state  legislature. 
Public  opinion  in  his  district  pointed 
surely  and  steadily  to  Philetus  Sawyer 
as  the  right  man,  and  he  yielded  to  it. 

There  was  also  a  special  reason  for 
his  willingness  to  accept  the  position. 
The  Republican  party  of  Wisconsin 
had  got  into  a  false,  and,  under  the 
impending  circumstances,  embarrassing 
position.  To  the  people  of  the  state 
generally  the  compromises  of  1S50 — 
and  especially  that  part  known  as  the 
Fugitive  Sla\-e  Law — had  been  very 
distasteful.  But  the  state  was  off  the 
line  of  the  escape  of  fugitive  slaves,  and 
their  dislike  took  no  practical  form  of 
expression. 

In  .March,  1.S54.  the  capture  of 
Samuel  Glover,  a  fugitive  slave,  in  the 
city  of  Milwaukee,  and  his  forcible 
rescue  by  a  mob,  created  an  excitement 
throughout  the  state.  The  leader  in 
the  rescue  was  arres'ed  and  committed 
for  trial,  by  a  United  States  Court 
Commissioner,  and  was  released  upon 
htiheas-  riir/us  before  one  of  the  justices 
of  the  Supreme  Toiirt  of  the  State  in 
June,  1.S54.  He,  with  another,  was 
indicted   by    a   grand    jury,    and    com- 
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mitted  by  theiudy;e  of  the  United  States 
District  Court.  Tiiey  applied  to  tlie 
Supreme  Court  tor  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  wliich  was  refused  in  July,  1854. 

In  the  heat  of  the  excitement  caused 
by  these  proceedings,  the  Republican 
party  of  the  state  was  organized  at  a 
mass  convention  held  at  the  state  capi- 
tol  July  4th. 

The  men  were  tried  and  convicted  of 
a  violation  of  the  Fugitive  Sla\-e  Law, 
sentenced  and  committed  to  the  jail  in 
Milwaukee.  In  January,  1S55,  they 
again  applied  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  state  and  in  February  were  re- 
leased on  iiabias  corpus,  the  court  hold- 
ing the  law  unconstitutional  and  void. 
A  writ  of  error  from  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  was  disre- 
garded, and  that  court  proceeded  to 
hear  the  case  on  a  certified  transcript 
of  the  proceedings  procured  by  an  at- 
torney. The  decision  of  the  state 
court  was  reversed. 

Through  the  excitement  caused  by 
these  proceedings,  rash,  impetuous 
spirits  were  enabled  to  commit  the 
party  to  the  most  extreme  doctrine  of 
nullification.  In  its  conventions  and 
through  its  newspapers  the  theory  of 
state  sovereignty  was  invoked  against 
the  obno.xious  law.  The  attorney  of 
the  rescuers  of  Glover  was  elevated  to 
the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  where 
it  is  but  just  to  say  he  ])roved  an  able 
jurist  and  upright  judge,  whence  he 
afterwards  was  removed  by  death,  res- 
pected and  mourned  by  his  colleagues 
and  the.  entire  bar  of  the  state.  The 
Hon.  Carl    Shurz,   then    a   resident   of 


Wisronsin,  advocated  the  doctrine  in  a 
public  speech  in  Milwaukee  (which 
was  widely  circulated),  in  a  strain  of 
eloquence  and  with  a  force  of  logic 
which  would  have  done  honor  to  its 
great  apostle,  Calhoun, 

Demagogues  (there  are  some  in  all 
parties)  fell  in  and  swam  with  the  cur- 
rent. Timid  men  kept  silence,  and 
only  here  and  there  a  voice  was  raised 
against  the  political  heresy.  Prominent 
among  them  and  the  recognized  leader 
was  the  Hon.  Timothy  O.  Howe,  of 
Green  Bay,  an  able  lawyer,  and  fear- 
less in  defense  of  his  opiniijns.  He 
wrote  against  the  heresy  and  spoke 
against  it  at  every  opportunity,  and 
secured  a  following  which,  if  not  noisy, 
grew  in  numbers,  as  the  clouds  of 
secession  and  war  became  more  dense 
along  the  Southern  horizon. 

A  series  of  letters  frum  his  pen  were 
published  in  a  newspaper  at  Oshkosh, 
for  a  time  almost  the  only  Republican 
newspaper  in  the  state  which  openly  de- 
fended and  advocated  his  views. 

In  1S57,  Judge  Flowe  had  been  the 
most  prominent  candidate  for  the 
United  States  Senate,  but  the  extreme 
State  Rights  theorists  controlled  the 
Republican  party  in  the  legislature, 
and  he  was  defeated  in  caucus. 

In  1S59  the  Legislature  had  adopted 
resolutions  modelled  largely  upon  the 
celebrated  Kentucky  resolutions  of 
I 79S  and  1799. 

A  senator  was  to  be  chosen  in  1S61, 
and  it  was  well  understood  that  Judge 
Howe  would  be  again  a  candidate. 

Mr.    Sawyer   was   friendly  to  Judge 
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Ilouf.  His  cleat-headed  common 
sense  did  not  neeil  legal  learning  to 
shon-  liin'  that  the  party  had  got  upon 
untenable  ground  from  \vhich  it  could 
j,'et  off  better  by  the  election  of  Judge 
Howe  as  Senator  than  in  any  other 
way-  He,  at  least,  could  stand  up 
consistently  in  the  Senate  against 
the  heresies  of  nidlification  and  seces- 
sion. 

Kut  Judge  Howe  was  not  to  be  elect- 
ed, even  in  i<S6i,  wlien  the  war  cloud- 
was  about  to  break,  without  a  struggle. 
It  is  hard  for  men  who  have  been  fol- 
lowing leaders  to  break  away  from 
them,  and  it  is  difficult  to  induce  men 
to  admit,  even  indirectly  that  they  ha\e 
been  fanatically  wrong-headed. 

Judge  Howe  was  elected,  and  re- 
presented the  state  ably  and  faithfully 
eighteen  years,  being  re-elected  twice 
without  even  the  formality  of  a  caucus 
nomination. 

That  he  was  elected  the  first  time 
was  c(mr  eded  to  be  due  more  to  the 
efforts  and  inrtuence  of  Mr.  Sawyer 
than  those  of  any  other  member  of 
that  legislature. 

■  Asitle  from  the  election  of  a  Sena- 
tor, the  session  was  an.  exciting  one. 
The  state  was  to  be  placed  in  an  atti- 
tude to  render  prompt  aid  to  the 
Federal  government,  in  case  of  need, 
and  t!ie  iliscussions  and  debates  upiju 
the  measures  adopted  fur  that  purpose 
were  long  and  sharp.  Mr.  Sawyer  is 
not  a  speech  maker,  and  took  no  part 
in  the  debates.  But  as  what  is  some- 
times (in  the  West)  called  a  ■•single- 
handed  talker,*'  there   are  few   men   so 


successful  in  convincing  tlie  judgment, 
and  intluencing  the  action  of  other 
men,  and  in  the  work  of  the  session  he 
bore  his  full  part  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents,  and  with  the  effect  of 
greatly  extending  his  own  reputation. 
He  became  known  throughout  the  state 
as  a  man  qualified  by  his  indomitable 
energy,  untiring  industry,  quick  per- 
ception, candor  and  personal  bearing, 
to  wield  a  large  influence  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people. 

That  men  should  begin  to  think  and 
talk  of  his  qualifications  for  a  more 
exalted  position,  was  as  inevitable  as 
the  course  of  Nature,  and  in  1S62 
he  was  strongly  solicited  to  be- 
come a  candidate  for  the  Republican 
nomination  for  representati\e  in  Con- 
gress. But  by  the  purchase  of  the  in- 
terest of  his  partner,  Mr.  Brand,  in 
their  business,  he  assumed  obligations 
which,  in  his  judgment,  required  his 
close  personal  attention  to  his  private 
business,  and  he  declined  to  permit 
such  use  of  his  name.  The  Congres- 
sional district  was,  at  the  best,  a  close 
and  doubtful  one,  and  the  Democratic 
party  elected  its  candidate  by  about  a 
thousand  majority. 

In  1S63  and  1864  he  was  elected  and 
served  as  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Oshkosh. 
In  1S64  he  was  gi\-en,  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  common  council  of 
the  city,  full  power  and  unlimited  dis- 
cretion, to  compromise  and  settle  a 
bonded  indebtedness  of  the  city  of 
>i50,ooo,  upon  bonds  issued  \ears  be- 
fore for  railroad  purposes.  He  suc- 
ceeded   in     conii)romising     nearly    the 
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whole  aiiKjuiit  upon  terms  so  favorable 
as  to  give  general  satisraction. 

His  se'rvice  as  ATayor  was  in  the  most 
trying  period  of  the  Civil  War.  The 
repeated  calls  for  troops,  and  the  con- 
scription acts  led  everywhere  to  the 
most  strenuous  exertions  to  fill  the 
local  quota  with  volunteers.  In  the 
hurry  and  confusion  caused  by  the, 
simultaneous  enlistment  everywliere, 
and  enrollment  of  men  induced  by  large 
bounties,  lor  places  where  they  did  not 
reside,  the  strictest  care  and  diligence 
were  required  to  secure  the  proper  cre- 
dits. Much  ci.iufasion  arose  at  one 
time,  from  the  fact  that  tlierc  was  a 
town  of  Oshkosh  as  well  as  a  city  of 
that  name.  e?ch  having  a  quota  to  till. 
In  this  work  Mr.  Sawver  was  active, 
diligent  and  successful. 

The  private  reasons  which  in  1S62  had 
induced  Mr.  Sawyer  to  refuse  to  be  con- 
sidered a  candidate  for  Congressional 
honors  were  less  imperative  in  1S64.  His 
business  had  prospered,  and  he  stood 
financially  among  the  solid  men  of  the 
state.  His  son — trained  in  the  father's 
business  and  business  methods,  older 
in  ideas  and  habits  than  in  years,  and 
in  every  way  worthy  of  the  confidence 
which  was  placed  in  him— had  become 
his  partner  in  business.  Mr.  Sawyer 
could  now  spare  time  for  public  affairs 
without  serious  detriment  to  his  own. 
Senator  Howe,  especially,  desired  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Sawyer  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Of  course,  no  man 
is  ever  nominated  the  first  time  for 
su(^h  a  position  without  oppsition. 
But  before    the    nominating  convention 


met,  it  was  apparent  tliat  he  vv(juld  be 
its  choice. 

The  candidate  of  the  I'>eniorratic 
party  was  a  man  of  ability  and  con- 
teded  integrity,  and  of  personal  popu- 
larity. Two  years  j)reviously  that  party 
had  carried  the  district  by  about  a 
thousand  majority.  Probaby  the  in- 
creased confidence  in  the  ultimate  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion  after  the  suc- 
ces.s  of  the  national  forces  at  Gettys- 
burg, Vicksburg  and  other  pi^ints,  in 
th.at  district,  as  elsewhere,  strengthened 
the  Republican  cause,  but  the  majority 
of  about  three  thousand  by  which  Mr. 
Sawyer  was  elected  would,  under  the 
circumstances,  have  been  impos';il)le 
with  a  candidate  who  had  not  the  ftiU 
ronlideiice  and    respect   of   the    peoj^le. 

On  the  first  Monday  of  December, 
18(15,  .Mr.  Savv-yer  took  his  seat  as  a 
meailier  of  the   Thirty-ninth   Congress. 

The  period  between  his  electiim  in 
November,  !S6|,  and  the  opening  of 
that  session  had  been  prolific  of  im- 
portant events,  .\rmed  rebellion  had 
been  crushed  out.  The  President 
wln>se  unwearied  patience,  untiring  zeal 
and  care,  and  unswerving  conlideiice  in 
the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  riglit, 
had  steadi.'d  the  helm  of  the  nation, 
through  four  years  of  storm  and  peril, 
had  gone  down  bv  the  bullet  of  the  as- 
sassin, and  left  a  name  and  fame  to 
rank  forever  with,  or  next  to,  that  of 
the  Father  of  his  Country. 

Vice-President  Johnson  had  entered 
upoi\  the  office  of  President,  appar- 
ently in  the  spirit  of  Saul  of  Tarsus, 
''  breathing  out  threatenings  and  slaugh- 
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tLT."  But  at  the  hcail  of  the  Cabinet 
was  the  most  maL;nanimous  statesmen 
of  the  country,  free  from  all  passionate 
emotions  himself,  and  full  of  confi- 
dence in  the  aggregate  common  sense 
and  right  moti\esof  men.  Mr.  Seward 
evidently  believed  that  the  leaders  of  a 
whole  people,  whose  political  life  for 
a  generation  had  been  governed  by 
passion,  imprudence  and  ingratitude, 
would  suddenly,  under  the  smart  of  hu- 
miliating defeat,  become  dispassionate, 
prudent  and  grateful,  if  relieved  from 
the  fear  of  the  penalties  of  treason. 

The  reueliious  states  were  not  out  of 
the  Union.  The  war  had  determined 
that.  There  were  territory  and  people, 
constituting  states  of  the  Union,  in 
which  there  was  not.  and  for  years  had 
not  been,  any  state  or  local  govern- 
ment, which  could  be  recognized,  nor 
any  civil  officers  qualified  to  act. 

The.  United  States  was  bound  to 
guarantee  to  each  of  these  disorganized 
states,  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. .  If  the  executive  department 
aU)ne  could  fulfil  this  guaranty,  and 
wlieu  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  Cong- 
ress, seven  months  later,  should  arrive. 
the  representatives  of  a  whole  united 
people  and  senators  from  every  state, 
should  assemble  fraternally,  to  legislate 
for  the  common  interest  of  a  united 
nation  and  peo[)le,  the  name  and  fame 
of  .\ndrew  Johnson  might  pass  into 
history,  with  that  of  .\braham  Lincoln, 
as  the  great  pacificator  who  had  com- 
pleted and  rounded  out  the  great  work 
I'f  his  predecessor. 

.Mr.    Seward    believed   it  possible  by 


mere  clemency  and  maL'nanimity  to 
accomplish  all  this,  and  by  his  per- 
suasive eloquence  so  calmed  and  as- 
suaged the  vindictive  spirit  of  President 
Johnson,  that,  when  Congress  as- 
sembled they  found  the  promised  Moses 
of  an  oppressed  race,  lining  the  role  of 
Pharaoh,  leading  the  oppressors  in  a 
way  whereby  to  establish  a  new  servi- 
tude more  galling  and  oppressive  than 
the  old. 

So  the  Congress  in  which  Mr.  Saw}-er 
ap[ieared  frjr  the  first  time,  was  coti- 
fronted  on  the  threshold  with  the  great 
problems  of  reconstruction,  with  the 
evidence  full  and  complete,  that  justice 
towards  millions  of  a  race  who  were 
emphatically  the  wards  of  the  nation, 
whom  it  was  bound  by  every  moral 
and  political  consideration  to  protect, 
could  be  secured  only,  if  at  all,  by  the 
exercise  of  the  highest  wisdom  and  all 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Other  problems  of  vast  importance 
were  in  the  near  future.  The  National 
finances  and  currency,  the  great 
changes,  in  the  industries  of  the  coun- 
try consequent  upon  the  close  of  the 
war.  the  conditions  in  our  neighbor 
Mexico,  the  debt  of  gratitiule  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  war,  to  be  at  least  re- 
cognized in  the  pension  laws — there 
was  work  enough  not  only  for  tlie 
loftiest  statesmanshij),  but  for  men  of 
clear-headed  business  qualifications 
and  financial  skill  ami  sagacity. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  write  the  his- 
tory of  legislation  during  the  ten  years 
that  ^^r.   Sawver  sat  in    the  House  of 
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Representatives.  The  histor}-  of  his 
connection  with  it  would  be,  if  fully 
written  out,  but  a  dry  and  teilious  de- 
tail of  ronstant  work  in  ronimitte  rooms, 
and  personal  work  among  his  fellows 
and  the  departments  of  the  go\-ern- 
ment. 

Hon.  James  G.  Blaine,  who  first  met 
Nrr.  Sawyer  at  this  time,  speaking  of 
the  new  members  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Congress,  in  his  '■  Twenty  Years  of 
Congress,"  says  of  him;  •'  It  Is  easy  to 
supply  superlatives  in  eulogy  of  popu- 
lar favorites;  but  in  modest  phrases 
Mr,  Sawyer  deserves  to  be  ranked 
among  the  best  of  men — honest,  indus- 
trious, generous,  true  t<j  e\ery  tic,  and 
to  every  obligation  of  life.  He  remained 
ten  years  in  the  House  with  constantly 
irtcreasing  influence,  and  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  Senate." 

Mr.  Blaine's  estimate  of  his  cliarac- 
ter,  true  as  it  is,  does  not  explain  the 
whole. reason  for  the  '•  constantly  in- 
creasing influence"  M-hich  he  men- 
tions,— the  reason  why  Mr.  Sawyer 
became, -as  he  did,  the  trusted  coun- 
sellor and  adviser  of  men,  who  tilled  a 
large  [ilare  in  the  public  estimation  ■  as 
leaders  and  statesman,  and  why.  at  the 
same  time,  he  increased  in  inrUience 
and  in  the  conliflence  of  his  con- 
stituents and  the  people  of  his  state. 

It  h.as  never  beeti  the  habit  of  the 
peofileof  tlie  nortliern  states  to  CDiitinue 
tiieir  representative  for  long  period-,  in 
the  ir.nise  nf  Representati\  es.  The  pa- 
triotic men  of  equal  ability  and  willing- 
ness to. serve  are  too  numerous.  Here 
and  there  one  of  e.xceptional  talents  and 


brilliancy  (like  .Mr.  Blaine)  may  be  re- 
turned term  after  term  for  a  long  period. 
But  the  rule  is,  and  always  has  been, 
one  of  rotatation,  and  the  case  of  Mr. 
Sawyer  stands  as  the  one  almost,  or 
quite,  unique  exception  to  the  rule. 

His  service  in  the  House  was  during 
a  period  when  exciting  questions, — 
questions  in  which  moral  as  well  as 
economic  ideas  were  involved,  were 
most  prominent.  l)uring  the  sessions, 
the  great  newspapers  spread  daily  be- 
fore their  readers  the  speeches  of  the 
recognized  leailers  of  opinion.  Debates 
upon  the  important  and  exciting  sub- 
jects fcir  legislative  action,  were  sought 
for  and  read  with  earnest  avidity. 

In  these  Mr.  Sawyer's  name  did  not 
appear.  Now  and  then  appeared  brief 
nieiitiou  that  Mr,  Sawyer  reported  a 
bill  from  some  committee, — perchance 
that  he  asked,  and  was  granted,  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  for  the  passage  of 
a  bill  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
or  some  other;  that  was  all.  It  was 
known  that  he  ne\er  made  speeches. 
But  if  any  measure  reported  liy  him 
was  qutjstioned  and  needed  defence  be- 
yond a  '-iir.ple  e\planation  (which  was 
not  often  I  there  were  always  those 
ready  and  fluent  and  able  tw  assist  him. 
.\nd  all  the  time  his  intlnence  in  the 
House  ancl  at  home  was  "  a  constantly 
increasing  influence." 

During  his  third  term  in  1869,  he 
intended,  and  announced  his  intention, 
to  retire  at  its  close.  The  announce- 
ment gave  pleasure  ordy  tn  a  few 
a^|)irants  for  the  place,  and  the  Demo- 
cratic   party    in    his   district.      He    was 
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iiiiluced  by  tho  earnest  protest  of  in- 
fluential friends  tij  consent  to  furtlier 
service  i<i  the  House.  At  the  end  of 
his  hftli  term,  after  ten  years  of  con- 
tinuous service,  he  retired,  steadily  re- 
fusing to  stand  as  a  candidate  for  an- 
other term. 

A  parallel  to  such  a  ten  years' career 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  is  not 
easy  to  find.  To  account  for  it,  we 
must  add  to  the  qualities  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Blaine  that  uncommon  degree 
of  common  sense  which  amounted  in 
reality  to  profound  sagacity,  not  alone 
in  matters  of  business  and  finance,  but 
in  political  management ;  a  genial  man- 
ner which  made  personal  friends  even 
of  polifical  enemies,  and  a  remark- 
able faculty  of  persuading  and  con- 
vincing others  of  the  correctness  of  his 
conclusions. 

When  Mr.  Sawyer  entered  Congress 
his  district  was  an  extensive  and  populous 
one,  with  a  large  water  front  on  Lake 
Michigan  and  Green  Bay,  and  was  in- 
tersected by  the  navigable  Fox  and  \\'olf 
rivers. 

Tlie  improvement  of  the  harbors  and 
water-ways  in  the  district  was  import- 
ant f(jr  Its  agricultural  and  rapidly 
growing  manufacturing'  interests  whicli 
depeudt.-d  upon  water  communication 
much  more  than  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  Fortieth  Congress  (his  second 
ternij  he  secured  a  place  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  which  was  deemed 
one  of  the  most  important  committees. 
During  his  first  term  he  had  secured 
fairly  liberal  appropriations  for  the 
rivers  and  harbors  of  his  district,  and  a 
10 


place  Oh  this  committee  was  especially 
desired  by  him  for  the  interests  of  his 
constitueiUs.  His  services  on  the  com- 
mittee liarl  been  such,  and  the  changes 
in  the  House  were  such,  that  when  the 
Forty-first  Congress  assembled  Mr. 
Sawyer  might  have  aspired  to  the  chair- 
manship of  that  committee,  but  the 
Speaker  (Mr.  Blaine),  after  consulta- 
tion with  Mr.  Sawyer  and  with  his 
ready  consent,  appointed  Mr.  Dixon  of 
Rhode  Island,  chairman,  and  Mr.  Saw- 
yer second  on  the  committee.  Mr. 
Dixon  was  soon  taken  sick  and  was  ab- 
sent most  of  the  time,  and  left  Mr. 
Sawyer  the  acting  chairman  during  the 
term. 

When  the  Forty-second  Congress  met 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1S71,  the  rigiit  of 
Mr.  Saw\er  to  the  first  place  on  the 
committee  was  conceded.  Without  his 
consent  the  speaker  would  not  consider 
any  other  man  for  the  place.  Mr. 
Shellabarger,  of  Ohio,  who  had  been 
an  able  and  influential  member  several 
terms,  had  not  been  a  member  of  the 
Forty-first  Congress,  but  was  returned 
to  the  House  in  1S71'.  He  had  taken 
a  very  able  and  distinguished  part  in 
the  debates  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
gress on  the  President's  reconstruction 
policy,  and  had  a  national  reputation 
as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party.  It  was  insisted  by  his  friends 
that  he  should  be  gi\en  a  prominent 
place.  Mr.  Sawyer's  magnanimity 
came  to  the  rescue  of  the  speaker.  He 
advised  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Shel- 
lalxirger  as  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on    Commerce     and    took    the     second 
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plnce.  ^[r.  Shel'.abarger  was  in  poor 
health  and  physically  unable  to  do 
coimnrttce  work,  and,  again,  during 
neariy  the  whole  term  Mr.  Sawyer  was 
the  acting  chairman  of  the  committee, 
of  whicli  another  man  figured  as  chair- 
man in  the  Record.  Mr.  Shellabarger 
sent  his  resignation  to  the  committee, 
but,  on  Mr.  Sawyer's  motion,  it  was 
not  actcnteil.  If  it  had  been,  it  would 
have  left  Mr.  Sawyer  chairman. 

While  so  acting  at  every  session,  it 
became  his  duty  to  report  and  take 
charge,  in  tlie  House,  of  the  river  and 
harbor  appropriation  bills.  These  bills 
had  usually  been  the  subject  of  much 
critici.->m  and  discussion  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  chairman  of  the 
commfttee  usually  had  many  questions 
and  objections  to  answer.  Sometimes 
the  bills  had  to  be  laid  over  and  their 
passage  imperilled  by  the  pressure  of 
other  matters. 

^[r.  Sawyer's  bills  were  prepared 
with  great  care  and  labor.  The  items 
were  scrutinized  closely  by  his  com- 
mittee before  they  were  admitted,  and 
when  reported,  he  desired  to  see  them 
through.  In  187 1  he  adopted  an  ex- 
periment which  had  never  been  tried 
with  such  a  bill.  He  knew  that  ho 
had  the  confidence  of  the  House,  not 
only  in  his  integrity,  but  in  his  indus- 
try and  judgment.  With  his  printed 
bill  and  rejinrt  he  made  his  e.xplana- 
tions  in  ad.ance  to  such  members  as  he 
deemed  it  necessary,  and  upon  a  favor- 
able opportunity  he  arose  and  moved 
that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the 
River'aiid  Harbor  bill  taken  from  the 
eneral  file  and  passed. 


"What  does  that  gray-headed  old 
fool  think  he  can  do?  He  can't  get 
twenty-five  votes  for  his  motion,"  said 
Mr.  Beck  of  Kentucky,  to  a  Wisconsin 
Democratic  member. 

Upon  the  call  of  the  roll,  however, 
the  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of 
nearly  three-fourths  of  the  House. 

A  new  departure  like  this  upon  a  bill 
appropriating  six  or  seven  millions  of 
dollars,  and  consisting  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  items,  is  conclusive  evidence  of 
his  influence  among  his  fellow-members, 
and  their  confidence  in  him. 

When  the  Forty-third  Congress  as- 
sembled in  1873,  the  magnanimity  of 
Mr.  Sawyer  was  subjected  'to  a  test 
more  severe  than  ever  before.  He 
had  served  si.x  years  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce.  For  four  he  had 
performed  successfully  and  satisfactor- 
ily the  duties  of  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee. It  was  one  of  the  honorable 
positions  in  the  House  which  was 
coveted  by  able  and  aspiring  men.  By 
right  of  his  services  and  the  usage  which 
was  almost  unbroken,  he  was  entitled 
to  be  named  as  chairman.  He  had  re- 
solved to  leave  the  House  at  the  close 
of  that  term,  and  desired  and  expected 
the  honor  as  well  as  labor  of  the  posi- 
tion for  that  last  term.  To  retire 
without  it  might  seem  almost  a  slur 
upon  his  standing  as  an  old  member. 

In  making  up  the  list  of  committees 
to  be  announced,  the  Speaker  ('.\Ir. 
Blaine)  placed  his  name  first  on  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  without  solic- 
itation and  as  a  matter  of  course  and  of 
right.  Before  the  list  was  completed 
an  exicrencv   arose  which    for    the    time 
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isl}'  to  embanass  the 
an^'cr  the  harmony  of 
tiie  lie^iibliran  party  in  the  House. 
The  friends  of  Hon.  \Vm.  A.  AVheeler 
of  New  York  (aftenvard  Vice-Presi- 
dent), demanded  for  him  a  prominent 
po.sition.  Twenty-tliree  Republican  re- 
presentatives from  Xew  Yorl<,  united  in 
demanding  the  chairmanship  wliich  by 
ri;;ht  and  usage  belonged  to  Mr.  Saw- 
yer. Such  a  demand  from  the  greatest 
commercial  state  was  ominous.  Mr. 
B'aine  would  not  }-ield  to  it  without  Mr. 
Sawyer's  consent.  The  situation  was 
critic-il — friction  and  iU-feeiing  was 
likely  to  result — and  Mr.  Sawyer  saw 
in  it  the  danger  that  not  onl)-  the 
Speaker'^s  influence  but  his  own,  might 
be  impaired  by  the  feeling  that  would 
follow.  Magnanimity  had  added  to  his 
influence  before.  After  full  reflection 
he  went  to  the  Speaker  and  con'^ented 
to  take  his  old  place  as  second  on  tlie 
committee,  and  that  Mr.  A\'hetder 
should  be  appointed  as  chairman. 

Meeting  Mr.  Wheeler  soon  after, 
Mr.  Sawyer  told  him  that  he  would  be 
so  appointed. 

"  Mr.  Sawyer.  I  will  not  accept  it," 
said  lie,  "it  behjngs  to  you." 

'•  I5'it  it  is  with  mv  consent,"  he  re- 
plied. 

The  men  clasped  hands  and  ^[r. 
Wheeler  and  his  friends  were  thereafter 
fast  friends  of  ^[r.  Sawyer.  Mr.  Blaine 
was  relieved  from  a  painful  and  em- 
barrassing position. 

It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  Mr. 
lilaine  should  think  that  he  deserved 
"  to    be    ranked    among    the    best    of 


men."  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Sawyer 
(which  was  published  at  the  time),  he 
supplied  fully  the  "superlatives" 
which  his  book  omits  in  eulogy  and 
praise  of  Mr.  Sawyer's  character  and 
magnanimous  conduct.  Many  won- 
dered how  Mr.  Sawyer,  who  made  no 
speeches  acquired  so  much  influence  in 
Congress.  To  those  wdio  have  known 
him  intimately  the  reasons  were  ob- 
vious. 

Mr.  Sawyer  held  his  f(jr-mer  posi- 
tion ;ind  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Committee  on  Pacific  Railroads. 

With  the  work  of  those  two  commit- 
tees on  his  hands  and  the  numerous 
wants  of  his  constituents  to  look  after 
he  was  a  busy  man. 

With  every  new  administration  the 
array  of  office  seekers,  which  never 
needs  a  draft  to  replenish  it,  advanced 
upon  the  national  capital  and  he  could 
no  more  escape  the  pressure  than 
others.  His  heavy  correspondence 
was  always  examined,  and  every  letter 
was  answered  that  required  it. 

Faithful  and  attentive  as  he  was  to 
his  duties  as  a  legislator,  he  found  or 
made  time  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
the  humblest  of  his  constituents,  who 
needed  his  aid.  His  district  had  fur- 
nished its  full  quota  of  men  for  the 
army,  atid  the  claims  for  back  pay, 
bounty  and  pensions  were  numerous. 
Wlien  such  claims  became  entangleci  in 
the  red  tape  of  some  bureau,  or  sus- 
pended for  want  of  some  required 
affidavit,  impossible  to  obtain,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  satisfy  him  that  the 
claim  was  just   to   secure  his  energetic 
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assistance.  He  became  a  familiar  per- 
sonage in  the  departments,  where  he 
inspired  the  same  confidence,  as  among 
his  colleai^'ues  in  the  house.  Thus  he  was 
enabled  to  assist  many  a  disabled  sol- 
dier, many  a  poor  widow  and  many  an 
orphan  child  successfully. 

So  he  voluntarily  retired  from  Con- 
gress after  ten  years  of  hard  work,  hon- 
ered,  respected  and  esteemed  by  those 
whom  he  had  served,  and  those  who 
had  been  in  the  public  service  with 
him,  and  with  a  reputation,  unassailed 
by  any  breath  of  calumny,  which  might 
be  fairly  termed  a  national  reputation. 
A  frank  and  generous  demeanor 
toward  his  fellow  members  of  all  par- 
ties, whitli  was  a  part  of  his  nature, 
doubtless  had  niHch  influence  upon  his 
popularity  among  them.  On  three  oc- 
casions when  he  had  drawn  seats 
among  the  best  in  the  house,  he  had 
voluntarily  exchanged  with  members 
who  had  been  less  fortunate.  Once  he 
had  done  this  with  Gen.  Halbert  E. 
Paine,  uf  Milwaukee,  v.-ho  had  lost  a 
leg  at  Por't  Hudson.  Once  he  had  done 
so  with  Gen.  Garfield,  who,  as  one  of 
the    leading    debaters,    needed    a    seat 
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Mr.  Rhiine  truly  classed  him  as  a 
popular  favorife. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1S75,  ^fr- 
Sawyer  voluntarily  assumed  the  role 
of  private  citizen,  with  a  feeling  of 
rehef.  He  had  been  emphatically  a 
U'orking  member  of  Congress  for  ten 
years,  and  his  share  of  the  work  being 
so  largely  of  a  kind  which  required 
constant  investigation  of  facts  and  study 
of  details,  was  perhaps  growing  irksome 
in  some  degree.  Whatever  of  honor 
and  distinction  it  could  confer,  he 
had  attained.  He  could  count  many 
friends  among  the  highest  and  most 
honored  in  the  land.  His  private 
affairs  had  continued  prosperous,  and 
his  age — then  fifty-nine — would  have 
justified  him  in  retiring  from  active 
pursuits,  had  he  desired  it.  But  ac- 
tivity was  a  part  of  his  nature. 

In  1S76  the  West  Wisconsin  railroad 
running  from  Tomah  to  Hudson.  Wis- 
consin, was  financially  embarrassed 
and  mortgages  on  it  were  foreclosed. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  with  some  Xew  York 
and  Chicago  capitalists  formed  a  syn- 
dicate and  purchased  it.  The  old 
bond  holders  were  fairly  treated.     They 


near  the  Speaker's  chair.    Such  acts  of      were  offered  the  option  of  fifty  per  cent. 

of  their  bonds  in  cash,  or  their  fare  in 
new  bonds,  one  half  secured  by  mort- 
gage on  the  road  and  one  half  by  mort- 
gage on  a  land  grant  wliich  hud  Leen 
made  to  it  years  before  ;  some  t(5ok  the 
cash,  more  came  in  and  took  the  new 
bonds,  which  subsequently  became 
worth  a  premium.  Some  refused  to  do 
either,  and  after  a  full  report  and  con- 
tested accounting    in    open    court,  re- 


courtesy  and  kindness  are  not  forgot- 
ten by  such  men. 

With  the  members  of  the  other  party 
he  was  genial  and  friendly  and  his 
measures  received  no  opposition  from 
them  becar.se  of  political  differences. 

i>eck,  of  Kentucky,  and  he  had  a 
jolly  laugh  together  over  his  first  suc- 
cess in' passing  a  River  and  Harbor  bill 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 
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cci'.cd  what  the  accounting  confirmed 
hv  llie  court  pnve — about  twenty-six 
I>er  cenl.  of  t'^.c  par  value  of  their 
borals. 

The  reorganized  corporation  purchased 
the  N'orth  Wisconsin  Railway,  of  which 
iic  was  made  president.  They  after- 
wards acquired  the  St.  Paul  and  Sioux 
Citv  lines  and  connected  four  weak  and 
struggling  corporations  into  one  strong 
one,  known  as  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul, 
^[inneapolis  &  Omaha  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Of  this  company  Mr.  Sawyer  v.-as 
vice-president  and  a  director  and  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  until 
i.SSo.  when  he  severed  his  connection 
with  it  and  prepared  to  make  a  trip  to 
Europe  with  his  family. 

An.  incident  connected  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  North  A\'isconsin  railway 
by  Mr.  Sawyer  and  his  associates,  illus- 
trates the*  same  generosity  of  character 
which  marked  his  dealings  in  his  private 
business.  The  new  organization,  of 
which  he  was  president,  had  purchased 
the  bunds  of  the  old  corporation  with 
ti\e  years  unpaid  interest  coupons  at- 
larhed,  for  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  prin- 
cipal. Of  course  the  stock  of  the  old 
conipiany  was  valueless.' 

The  town  of  New  Richmond,  St. 
Croix  county,  Wisconsin,  had  issued  its 
bonds  for  $12,500  to  aid  in  the  con- 
"^truction  of  the  railroad,  and  exchanged 
tiicni  for  stock  in  the  company.  Two 
otiier  towns  had  taken  $6,500  each  of 
the  stock  in  exchange  for  their  town 
'"""is.  The  three  towns  thus  held 
SJ5.000  of  worthless  stock  and  were  in- 


debted to  that  amount  on   their  bonds. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  who  owned  one-fourth 
of  the  stock  in  the  new  corporation, 
submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  tlic 
proposition  to  purchase  the  bonds  of 
those  towns  and  surrender  them  in  ex- 
change for  the  stock  in  the  old  com- 
pany held  by  the  towns. 

Through  his  influence  the  directors 
authorized  him  to  make  the  purchase 
and  exchange.  The  towns  were  solvent 
and,  at  Jiearly  their  par  value,  he  pur- 
chased the  town  bonds  and  surrendered 
them  to  the  towns,  thus  relieving'them 
from  an  indebtedness  which  was,  at  the 
best,  a  hea\  y  burthen  for  those  sparsely 
settled  towns,  in  a  backwoods  region, 
to  carry. 

In  the  construction  or  reorganiza- 
tion of  railroads,  such  an  instance 
stands  unique  and  alone.  No  legal 
obligations  existed — no  moral  obliga- 
tion, as  moral  obligations  are  usually 
understood.  But  Mr.  Sawyer  believed 
that  with  proper  management  the  rail- 
road could  be  made  a  good  investment 
(as  it  proved  to  be),  and  with  a  mag- 
nanimity which  few  would  have  shown 
under  the  circumstances,  resolved  to 
relieve  the  people  of  those  towns  from 
this  burthen. 

When  Mr.  Sawyer  retired  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  he  did  not 
expect  to  re-enter  public  life — certainly 
not  in  the  capacity  of  a  legislator. 

The  term  of  Hon.  Angus  Cameron 
as  United  States  Senator,  was  to  expire 
March  4,  iSSi.  It  was  understood  that 
Mr.  Cameron  would  not  be  a  candidate 
for  re-election.     Early  in  18S0  many  of 
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Mr.  Sawyer's  friends  ami   leading  Re- 
publicans in   the  state  betjan   to  solicit 
him    to  ^become    a    candidate    for    the 
place.      As  spring  advanced   into   sum- 
mer, the  solicitations'  became   stronger, 
and  he  be,:.;aa  to  be  generally  talked  of 
as  a  candidate.      He  had  done  nothing, 
excepting  urge  objectious   })rivately  to 
his    frie.ads.      He    had    resohed  in   his 
own  mind  that  l\e  did  not  desire   to  be 
Senator.    The   time    for    departure  for 
Europe  was  approaching,  evea  passage 
engaged    from    New   York  for    himself 
and  family.      His  intention  was  to  write 
a  letter  from  Xew  York  declining  to  be 
a  candidate,  and  then  sail  away,  beyond 
the  reach  of   further  solicitations.      In 
this  frame  of  mind  he  was  at  Milwaukee 
one  day,  and   learned  that  somebody — 
some  candidate  or  friend  of  some  can- 
didate— had    publicly    made    some  de- 
rogatory remarks — uttered  some  boast, 
that,    if    a  cimdidate,   he   was    already 
beaten --^intimated    that   his   iniluence 
among  the  people  of  the  state  was   on 
the    wane.       Then    leading    influential 
men    of    his    party    beset    him     again, 
when,    perhaps,     the     report    he    had 
heard  was  rankling  in  his  mind.     There 
is   no    man,  who   has    for  a   long  time 
filled  a  large  place  in  the'public   confi- 
dence, who   is   not  sensitive  if  its  con- 
tinuance, is  openly  questioned  by  those 
with    whom  the  wish  is  fatiter   to    the 
thought.      He   yielded,  and,  instead   of 
returning  home  as  he  intended,  went  to 
Chicago  to  see  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  W'm. 
O.  Goodman. 

"  \\'il!,"     said    he,    "the   family  are 
going  to  f^urope  in  a  few  days.      Your 


wife  is  going.     "V'ou  or  I  must  go  with 
them;   and  I  am  not  going." 

The  law  provides  for  the  election  of 
United  States  Senators  by  the  state 
legislature.  The  custom  has  long  ago 
become  a  part  of  the  unwritten  law, 
that  members  of  a  state  legislature,  of 
a  predominent  party,  are  nominated  in 
local  conventions,  largely  upon  the 
is>ues  between  rival  candidates  for  the 
Senate,  when  a  Senator  is  to  be  chosen. 
When  the  Wisconsin  legislature  of  i  SS  i 
met. and  the  Republican  members  assem- 
bled in  caucus  to  agree  upon  a  candidate, 
Mr.  Sawyer  was  found  to  be  the  choice 
of  a  large  majority,  and,  in  January,  he 
was  elected  Senator  for  six  years  from 
March  4,  iSSi. 

In  January,  1SS7,  he  was  re-elected 
without  opposition  in  his  own  party, 
for  the  term  he  is  now  serving. 

Mr.  Sawyer  took  his  seat  as  Senator 
in  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  He 
had  been  six  years  in  private  life,  but 
he  met,  in  both  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  many  of  his  former 
friends  and  colleagues.  In  that  Con- 
gress he  was  chairman  of  a  select  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  several  branches 
of  the  civil  service. 

In  the  Forty-eighth  and  Forty-ninth 
Congresses  he  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  railroads  of  the  Senate.  He 
was  offered  a  place  on  the  committee 
on  commerce  in  the  Forty-eighth  Con- 
gress, but  the  Senators  from  the  Pacific 
coast  desiring  a  representative  on  that 
committee  he  gave  way  for  Senator 
Dolph,  of  Oregon. 

The  rapid   extension  of   railroads   in 
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the  northern  part  of  ^Visconsin,  and  the 
opening  of  niincb  on  the  Gogc'oic 
range,  caused  new  towns  arul  set- 
tlen.ents  to  spring  uj)  rapidly  m  what 
had  been  very  recently  an  unbroken 
wilderness.  The  establishment  of  post- 
offices  and  mail  routes  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  rapidly  increasing  popu- 
lation and  business  of  tliat  part  of  his 
state,  was  important,  and  in  the  Forty- 
ninth  Congress  he  desired  to  be  at  the 
head  of  the  committee  on  postoffices  and 
post  roads,  on  which  he  had  served  four 
years.  The  same  needs  in  the  northern 
„„„;„„. ,1.,   f.,f  \r;^u.v-,-;  ir;d'I'~'  J  pi-i.at.>  " 

Conger  to  desire  the  same  position. 
To  Mr.  Sawyer, — as  he  had  often  de- 
monstrated before,  —  harmony  and 
cordial  good  will  among  liis  party 
friends,  was  more  important  than  any 
mere  personal  consideration,  and  he 
yielded  again. 

In  the  Fiftieth  Congress  he  was  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  committee  on 
postoffices  and  jiost  roads,  which  po- 
sition he  .now  holds  in  the  Fifty-first 
Congress. 

Of  the  committee  on  pensions  he  has 
been  an  active  member  since  March, 
iSS6,  when  he  was  appointed  on  it  in 
place  of  Senator  Mitchell,  the  chair- 
man, who  was  sick,  and  did  not  return 
to  do  any  work  in  that  Congress.  Sena- 
tor Klair,  of  New  Hampshire,  acted  as 
chairman  during  that  time. 

Ever  since  the  war,  the  policy  of  the 
government  towards  those  who  were  in 
any  degree  disabled  in  the  military 
service,  and  their  widows  and  orphan 
children  has  been  a  liberal  one,  and  the 


pension  list  has  required  large  appro- 
priations. Doubtless,  through  fraudu- 
lent and  careless  testimony,  pensions 
were  sometimes  granted  that  were  not 
deserved,  and  as  time  passed  and 
the  means  of  procuring  evidence  strict- 
ly within  all  the  rules  of  the  pensiQn 
laws  became  more  dilificult,  some  de- 
fects were  overlooked  in  what  upon  the 
whole  appeared  to  be  deserving  cases. 
That  the  government  was  sometimes 
defrauded  is  doubtless  true.  It  is  also 
doubtless  true  that  in  many  deserving 
cases  it  was  impossible  to  procure 
c'.  iilcnce  upon  which  the  examining 
officers  could  allow  any  pension. 
Therefore  private  pension  bills  have 
often  been  passed  by  Congress. 

Under  the'  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  it  was  said  that  much 
more  strict  proof  was  required  at  the 
pension  office.  It  was  not  very  strange 
that  it  should  be  so,  if  true.  It  was 
not  strange  if  officers  and  examining 
surgeons  were  sometimes  appointed 
whose  sympathies  were  not  active  in 
favor  of  the  war,  or  of  the  men  who 
suffered  in  it.  Without  questioning  the 
motives  or  integrity  of  either  those 
men,  or  their  predecessors,  it  is  not 
difficult-  to  understand  why  the  propor- 
tion of  rejected  claims  to  those  allowed 
was  considerably  increased,  and  the 
private  pension  bills  in  Congress  cor- 
respondingly increased. 

Mr.  Sawyer  had  been  always  dis- 
posed to  a  liberal  policy  in  the  matter 
of  pensions.  He  had  spent  much  time 
while  a  member  of  the  House,  of  Re- 
presentatives in  assisting  the   claimants 
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from  his  state  whose  claims  he  believed 
to  be  meritorious,  to  get  consiJeratiuu 
for  thsir  claims  and  to  get  them  disen- 
tangled from  technical  embarassments. 
It  was  known  that  if  the  proofs  could 
not  be  made  complete  under  the  rules 
of  the  pension  office,  and  some  doubt 
might  exist,  yet,  if  the  claim  appeared 
to  be  honest,  and  free  from  suspicion 
of  fraud,  he  was  usually  inclined  to  give 
the  claimant  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

In  the  Forty-ninth  Congress  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  pensions 
he  examined  a  large  number  of  claims 
for  pension  bills  and  rspor'.ed  them  in 
the  Senate.  Readers  of  the  newspapers 
at  that  time  will  perhaps  recollect  a 
semi-facetiuus  article  in  relation  to 
Senator  Sawyer's  pension  bureau. 
A  reporter  one  day  walked  into  his 
committee  room,  and  seeing  Senator 
Sawyer  and  others  with  three  or  four 
clerks,  engaged  with  a  large  pile  of 
documents,  making  abstracts  or  briefs 
of  their  contents  inquired  what  was  be- 
ing done.  The  Senator  jocularly  re- 
plied that  they  were  running  a  pension 
bureau,  and  the  briglit  reporter  caught 
at  a  topic  for  an  article  which  was 
widely  copied  and  read. 

It  was  not  mere  formal  or  routine 
work  however,  nor  was  it  left  to  the 
judgment  of  clerks.  Senator  Sawyer  ex- 
amined the  abstract  of  every  case  he  re- 
ported. Many  cases  in  which  the  judg- 
ment of  an  experienced  physician  and 
surgeon  was  required  (and  there  were 
many  of  them)  were  taken  to  his  resi- 
dence. Dr.  Walter  Kempster,  a  scien- 
tific and  learned  physician,  was  attend- 


ing upon  Mrs.  Saw}-er,who  was  then  an 
iiualid,  uud  together  they  went  tlirough 
and  examined  scores  of  such  cases  in 
the  hours  which  are  usually  devoted  to 
social  life  in  Washington. 

Of  course  many  cases  were  examined 
and  rejected,  but  Mr.  Sawyer  reported 
over  a  thousand  such  bills,  which  passed 
the  Senate  in  that  Congress.  Some 
of  them  failed  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  want  of  time.  Several 
were  vetoed  by  the  President  upon  in- 
formation, it  was  said,  that  was  fur- 
nished from  the  Pension  office — some 
of  them  in  messages  couched  in  language 
not  in  harmony  with  the  usual  calm 
and  dignified  style  of  President  Cleve- 
land's state  papers.  It  would  not  be 
surprising  if  there  were — it  would  be 
surprising  if  there  were  not — some  mis- 
takes made  in  such  a  mass  of  such 
work. 

It  was  stated  (^from  actual  computa- 
tion, it  was  said)  that  Mr.  Sawyer  re- 
ported from  his  committees  a  greater 
number  of  bills  in  the  Forty-ninth  Con- 
gress then  were  ever  reported  by  any 
other  Senator  of  the  United  States  in 
his  whole  senatorial  career,  however 
long.  .\nd  the  bills  reported  by  him 
were  not  often  questioned.  A  colloquy 
one  day  with  Senator  Beck,  of  Ken- 
tucky (who  had"  served  with  him  in  the 
lower  House)  illustrates  the  conlideuce 
wirn;h  his  character  inspired. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  Fcjrty-ninth 
Congress  {Cor.grcssional  Record,  Vol. 
17-  P-  4.773.  ^f-'^.v  -'.  iSS6),  when  a 
large  number  of  pri\ate  pension  bills 
were  being  acted    upon,  some   question 
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was  raised  as  to  one  of  them.  Senator 
Klair,  of  New  Hampshire,  who  was  the 
acting  Chairman  of  the  pension  coni- 
^nittee,  had  the  floor  ;  Senator  Beck 
was  seeking  information  in  regard  to 
the  l)ill,  and  Senator  Blair's  replies  in- 
dicated that  he  was  nut  well  prepared 
to  give  it.  The  reading  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  was  suggested,  and 
the  following  colloquy  occurred  : 

Mr.  Beck. — "'Will  the  senator  ad- 
vise me  >A-ho  knows  anything  about  it  ?" 

Mr.  Blair. — "  Tb.e  senator  who  lias 
reported  the  bill." 

Mr.  Beck. — ■'  By  what  senator  was 
the  bill  reported?" 

Mr.  Blair. — '•  The  senator  from  Wis- 
consin."— Mr.  Sawyer. 

Mr.  Sawyer. — "  I  reported  the  bill. 
I  think  it  is  a  just  bill.  I  could  not 
give  details  without  calling  for  the 
reading  of  the  report." 

Mr.Tieck. — '"lam  entirely  content 
with  any  statement  the  senator  from 
Wisconsin  will  make." 

Mr.  Sawyer. — •■  I  have  not  reported 
a  single  case  to  the  Senate  that  1  do 
not  believe  is  a  just  case." 

Mr.  Beck. — ''There  is  no  man  in 
the  Senate  whose  word  I  would  sooner 
take." 

-Mr.  Sawyer. — "I  have  e.\amined, 
personally,  ev^iry  one  I  ha\e  reported." 

Mr.  Beck.— '•  This  is  the  first  mo- 
nient  [  ever  heard  that  the  senator 
from  Wisconsin  knew  anything  about 
it.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
knew  nothing  of  it." 

.Mr.  Blair. — "The  senator  is  quite 
mistaken." 


Mr.  lieck. — "  I  do  not  call  for  the 
reading. of  tlie  repurt,  when  the  sena- 
tor from  Wisconsin  advises  me  that  lie 
has  e.x-amined  the  case  and  it  is  all 
right." 

That  kind  of  confidence  is  not 
given  to  members  of  Congress  by  polit- 
ical opponents  without  good  reason. 

The  private  and  domestic  life  of 
Senator  Sawyer  was  a  singularly  happy 
life  until  disease  laid  its  hand  upon  the 
faithful  partner  of  liis  da\  s  of  humble 
effort  and  of  einiuetirt  success.  On  the 
;rst  day  of  May,  iSSS — forty-seven 
years  after  their  marriage — Mrs.  Saw- 
yer died  after  a  lingering  and  progres- 
sive illness  of  several  years,  and  this 
sketch  would  be  incomplete  without  a 
passing  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a 
woman  who  lives  in  the  hearts  and 
grateful  memory  of  the  Immble  poor. 
as  well  as  the  more  prosperous  rich.  A 
nature  always  kind  and  benevolent, 
made  her  from  their  early  days  the 
willing  almoner  of  her  husband's  boun- 
ties. With  sympathetic  and  unosten- 
tatious charity  she  gave  with  a  liberal 
and  genen.'us  band,  to  ameliorate  the 
sufferings,  aud  rclie\e  the  necessities  of 
the  unf.)rtunate.  and  always  without 
any  air  of  patroiii/in,-;  condescension  to 
blunt  their  sense  of  gratitude,  or  dis- 
play to  call  attention  to  their  wants  or 
her  own  benevolence;  and  always  with 
the  knowledge  that  her  own  good  judg- 
ment and  wis;.-  discretion  v,-ere  the  only 
measure  and  limitation  of  her  charities 
which  he  v.-otdd  require.  .\nd  whea 
she  was  stricken  with  disease  there  were  " 
manv  sorrowing  hearts;    and    when  she 
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(lied  there  were  many  sincere  mourners 
beside  those  of  her  own  kindred  and 
household,  and  among  many  who  had 
never  needed  her  charity  also — for  of 
both  her  and  her  husband  it  should  be 
said  the  friends  of  their  younger  days 
wlio  were  less  fortunate,  continued  tlie 
friends  of  their  days  of  prosperity;  and 
the  genial  hospitality  of  their  house  was 
as  unostentatious  as  her  charities,  and 
as  cordial  and  unaffected  when  sur- 
rounded with  the  elegancies  and  luxur- 
ies of  life  as  when  dispensed  amid  more 
humble  surroundings.  When  Mrs. 
Sawyer  died,  a  good  woman — a  lady  in 
the  best  sense,  by  every  impulse  of  her 
nature — passed  from  earth. 

They  biyied  an  infant  son  soon  after 
they  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  a  few 
years  later  an  infant  daughter.  Besides 
his  son  and  partner,  Mr.  Edgar  P.  Saw- 
yer, Senator  Sawyer  has  two  daughters 
living— Mrs.  Howard  G.  White  of  Syra- 
cuse, New  York,  and  Mrs.  W.  O. 
Goodman  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  For 
the  benefit  of  each  of  these  children  he 
made  investments  some  years  ago  which 
would  secure  to  each  a  comfortable  and 
ample  income  beyond  contingencies. 

Mr.  Sawyer's  liberality  as  a  citizen 
has  been  conspicuous  in  many  ways. 
-\s  Mayor  of  tlie  city  of  Oshkosh  during 
two  years  of  the  Civil  War,  his  expend- 
iture of  both  money  and  time  in  the 
effort  to  till  the  quota  of  the  city  to 
avoid  the  conscription  was  large,  and 
no  claim  was  made  for  any  reimburse- 
ment. Churches  innumerable,  and  ed- 
ucational institutions  in  his  state,  have 
often  been  tlie  recipients  of  liberal  con- 


tributions to  tlieir  necessities  or  im- 
provements. The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Osh- 
kosh, was  indebted  to  his  bounty  for 
their  ability  to  secure  a  large  and  com- 
modious business  block  in  the  heart  of 
the  city.  Generosity  to  deserving  ob- 
jects has  marked  his  career  from  the 
beginning. 

Mr.  Sawyer  is  of  medium  stature, 
with  broad  shoulders  and  an  inclina- 
tion to  corpulancy,  checke  1  somewhat 
in  later  years  by  a  judicious  diet ; — a 
man  of  vigorous  frame  and  usually 
healthy  physical  condition,  capable  of 
actively  supporting  and  carrying  out 
the  plans  and  ideas  of  an  active  brain, 
and  both  body  and  brain  under  such 
control  that  he  can  usually  summon 
both  to  perfect  rest  almost  at  will. 
N'ow  in  his  se\enty-third  year,  his 
searching,  intelligent  eyes  and  his  keen 
and  incisive  manner,  when  matters  of 
business,  public  or  private,  are  pre- 
sented to  him,  still  indicate  the  practi- 
cal sense  and  judgment  and  resolute 
energy  which  have  carried  hini  to  a 
place  in  the  frc-nt  rank  among  men. 

Here  and  there,  in  tlie,  course  oi 
generations,  a  man  is  fo;,n:i  who  d.v- 
his  life-work  so  iofrily  •  :i  w^ith  suci' 
far-reaching  ci'fert  i.T  '■  .  :  .>tury  oi  hi.-; 
own  andof  future  tiu^i  ^-  .  ■  ;  '.^cs  so  far 
above  his  fellows  by  tlv./.--  .■  .if  a  great 
genius  and  the  inspirari.  ■' ;;  irreit  oc- 
casion or  oi-'portunily.  liiat  he  finds 
and  nils  a  nicb.ein  the  temple  of  fame. 
Many,  throu'^h  some  special  brilliancy, 
or  eccentricity,  or  daring,  climb  or  leap 
upon  tlie  unstable  pedestals  of  no- 
toriety and  pose  briefly  for  the  admira- 
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tiun  and  applause — or  hatred — of  men, 
and  s(;on  give  place  to  the  next,  like 
the  octTipnnts  of  a  barber's  chair. 

But  the  solid  work  of  the  world— the 
work  which  leaves  its  impress  on  the 
future,  which  shapes  institutions,  em- 
bodies the  ideas  of  great  thinkers  in 
concrete  forms,  gives  life  and  energy 
and  growth  to  nations,  and  binds  the 
good  of  the  past;  to  the  future,  trimming 
and  scarfing  off  the  obsolete  and  the 
temporary  with  conservative  but  steady 
'  hands  ; — this  work  is  not  done  with 
a  shout  and  a  flourish  of  trumpets.  It 
!;  J.^..j  ".._,•  ilic  iudubtrious  sagacious 
men — the  men  of  comruon  sense.  And 
as  the  material  interests  of  society  be- 
come more  complex,  the  work  for  such 
■'men  increases.  While  the  thinker  and 
'  philosopher  is  mostly  framing  new  ex- 
pressions for  old  ideas,  now  and  again, 
perchance,  throwing  out  a  nev/  idea  or 
suggestion,  like  bread  cast  on  the 
waters,  which,  if  it  is  bread,  will  re- 
turn, and  if  it  is  not,  is  but  a  bubble 
on  the  ^surface,  the  workers  are  car- 
rying along  the  interests  from  which 
come  the  supplies  for  the  human 
wants  of  human  beings. 

Mr.  Saw)er's  place  has  always  been 
among  the  workers;  hut  by  reason  of 
those  rare  qualities,  which  give  in- 
fluence and  leadership  to  a  few,  it  has 
proved  a  conspicuous  one  ;  and  along 
the  way  by  which  he  has  attained  to  it, 
no  calumny  born  of  malice,  nor  any 
investigation  in  the  interest  of  pub- 
li'-  mornlity,  has  left  any  Mot  or  smirch 
iipi>n  his  i.ame. 

.■\long  the  lines  of  public  life,  or 
private  e;iterprise,  the  meed  of   fame   is 


almost  or  i]uite  unattainable  m  our 
day,  unless  some  especially  great  op- 
portunity gives  scope  for  the  display  of 
great  talent  or  genius  ;  but  the  way  to 
an  honored  and  honorable  jjlace  among 
men  is  always  open  to  self-denying  in- 
dustry, determination  and  endurance, 
guided  by  intelligence.  Such  pre-emi- 
nent success  in  that  way  as  has  been 
achieved  by  him,  is  doubtless  beyond 
the  reach  of  most  men,  and  was  far 
beyond  his  most  sanguine  ambition  in 
early  lifj.  But  the  rule.  ''To  him 
that  hath,  shall  be  given,"  in  mundane 
affairs,  is  subject  to  the  condition  that 
what  a  man  has,  of  brain  and  intelli- 
gence, shall  be  used  to  the  best  advan- 
tage that  he  may  use  them.  That  Mr. 
Sawyer  did  this  from  the  beginning, 
and  that  nature  had  so  largely  endowed 
Tiim,  are  the  causes  of  his  success. 

The  education  of  books  and  schools 
may  be — often  is — a  help;  and  it  may  be 
— and  sometimes  is — an  incumbrance. 
Such  education  as  a  means  is  often  very 
useful.  Preserved  as  an  end.  or  as  a 
cross-road  to  success  which  cannot  be 
reached  by  any  cross-roads,  it  is  useless. 
The  education  of  experience  in  the 
practical  affairs  of  life,  and  of  clear 
and  keen  observation  of  men  and 
events,  is  the  kind  of  education  that 
has  assisted  Mr.  Sawyer; — a  progressi\e 
one  that  has  aided  him  step  b\'  step  in 
every  stage  of  his  career  to  a  position  of 
sucli  influence  j.s  few  men  achieve,  and 
a  place  in  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
contemporaries  which  entitled  hisname 
to  be  recorded  among  the  honorable 
ones  of  his  generation. 

George  Gary. 
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EDITORIAL    NOTES. 


The  "ieries  of  papers  from  the  pen  of  Hon. 
John  Hiitchins,  now  appearing  in  these  columns, 
— to  be  published  by  Mr.  Mutcliins  in  book 
form  when  completed — give  to  this  generation 
a  view  of  the  actual  attitude  of  tlie  .Vorth  and 
South  that  no  retrospect  of  a  general  character 
could  supply.  Mr.  Hutchins,  in  this  prelimin- 
ary portion  of  his  proposed  history  of  the  two 
War  Congresses,  does  not  attempt  to  speak  for 
the  leading  actors  in  those  dramatic  days.  He 
wisely  allows  them  to  speak  for  themselves, 
taking  a  paragraph  here  and  there  from  the 
most  important  speeches,  and  lighting  up  the 
scene  with  all  the  power  of  the  origi[ial  leashes 
of  wit,  of  temper,  of  sectional  animosity  and 
political  fear.  The  events  of  those  days  made 
a  deep  impression  upon  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Hutchins,  who  w.as  a  member  of  the  House 
from  the  famous  Giddings-Garfield  district  of 
Ohio,  and  he  can  be  relied  upon  to  select  the 
wheat  from  the  chaff  in  his  winnovvings  from 
the  great  verbal  mass  of  the  Con^nssional 
RfcorJ.  His  impartiality  can  be  relied  upon, 
for,  like  Pryor,  Lamar  and  others  who  had  a 
part  thereih,  he  has  won  discretion  and  fair- 
ness with  gray  hairs.  Later  in  the'series,  Mr. 
Hutchins  v\-ill  Speak  less  in  quotation  marks, 
and  show  some  of  the  inner  worlc  of  a  time  of 
which  much  can  be  written  without  telling  all 
that  is  as  yet  untold. 

The  historic  town  of  Phelps,  Xew  York, 
celebrated  her  centenni-ol  anniversary  on  June 
19,  in  an  appropriate  m.inner.  The  exercises 
were  to  be  held  at  Redfield  Park,  but,  owing  to 
a  severe  rainstorm,  they  v\ere  held  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  The  Rev.  A.  Titus,  of  To- 
wanda,  Pennsylvania,  gave  the  historical  ad- 
dress. Lieut. -Gov.  Jones  unveiled  the  J1.500 
monument  recently  erected,  of  fine  Quincy 
granite,  twenty-five  feet  high.  Hon.  Hanford 
Strubble    of  Penn    Van,    Hon.  \Vm.  Marvin  of 


hkanealeles,  Hoh.  Richard  Marvin  of  James- 
town, Judge  James  C.  Smith  of  Canandaigua, 
Tfon.  Biiren  R.  Sherman,  ex-Governor  of  Idwa, 
and  formerly  a  Phelps  boy,  and  J.  J.  Robison 
of  Ohio,  each  made  short  speeches.  Thure  was 
a  fine  parade  in  the  afternoon,  composed  of 
visiting  and  home  fire  companies,  old  rebidents 
in  carriages,  «ith  an  industrial  display,  eti.. 
Among  the  old  residents  was  Mrs.  Cowder  of  " 
Rochester,  102  years  old.  A  fine  display  of 
fireworks  closed  the  festivities  of  the  day.  The 
settlement  of  the  town  was  made  May  14,  i/Sg, 
by  John  Decker  Robison,  but  the  celebration 
was  deferred  until  the  19th  of  June,  to  give 
more   time    to  complete  all  necessary  arr.uigc- 


A  Press  dispatch  from  Philadelphia,  under 
date  of  July  4,  contains  interesting  information 
of  a  purpose  that  many  will  wish  success.  It 
declares  that  the  Governors  of  the  thirteen 
original  states,  who  were  in  Philadelphia  in 
September,  1SS7,  during  the  time  of  the  Con- 
stitutional centenaial  celebration,  have  held 
several  conferences  for  the  purpose  of  devising 
some  plan  to  commemorate  in  a  fitting  manner 
the  great  events  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States  in  the  first  one  hundred  years  of  Ameri- 
can Independence.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
b'.st  method  would  be  to  secure  from  Congress 
a  return  of  the  sum  of  51,300,000  loaned  by  ihe 
Government  to  the  Centennial  Commission  in 
1S76  and  after^^•ard  returned  by  that  body  to 
the  Treasury,  the  money  to  be  used  for  the 
erection  of  a  memorial  in  Fairmount  Park,  in 
that  city.  A  meeting  presided  over  by  Gov. 
Eeaver  w;is  held  in  Independence  Hall,  where 
Congress  first  assembled;  at  which  representa- 
tives of  the  thirteen  original  states  were  pre- 
sent. .\  committee  was  instructed  to  prepare  a 
bill,  to  be  presented  to  Congress  at  its  next 
session,    aokiiii;  that   the   Ji,5o0.ooo   be   given 
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]);ick,    to    be    used    for    the    purpose    inilicated 
aLovc. 

The  •  American  Ambassadors,  Benianiio 
Franklin  and  Silas  Dcajje,  were  received  by 
King  Louis  XVI.,  of  France,  and  his  Queen, 
one  hundred  and  eleven  years  ago,  on  March 
22 :  and  on  the  following  day  the  Russian 
Count  TschernschefT,  found  on  the  top  step  of 
the  entrance  to  the  royal  palace  in  Versailles,  a 
letter  addressed  to  M.  de  Sartines  and  signed 
by  Mme.  de  Laraballe.  Tschernscheff  took  the 
letter  home  with  him,  read  it,  and  sent  a  copy 
of  it  to  his  sovereign,  Katherine  II.,  of  Russia. 
A  late  number  of  the  Rnue  NouvelU  contains 
the  letter.  Mme  de  Lamballe  wrote  thus : 
'■  This  morning  I  was  at  the  Queen's  levee, 
whicli,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the 
American  Ambassadors,  was  frightfully  long. 
I  have  such  a  headache  that  I  would  not  write 
did  I  not  know  how  anxious  you  are  to  know 
how  we'liked  the  gentlemen  from  America. 
Well,  so,  so,  la,  la.  You  have  the  Countess 
Jule  and  me  to  thank  for  even  this  much.  It 
co-it  us  no  little  trouble  to  get  the  Queen  into 
the  mood  to  hear  them.  Unfortunately  Mme. 
Berlin  had  been  with  her,  and  you  know  how 
unfavorable  to  the  interests  of  the  modistes 
the  war*  with  England  is.  Mme.  Eertin  had 
pokeil  so  much  fun  at  the  American  Ambassa- 
dors that,  when  they  entered,  she  could  hardly 
preserve*er  dignity  and  a  straight  face.  .And 
I  do  not  wonder  much  at  it.  They  were,  in 
fact,  wretchedly  dressed.  There  was  nothing 
di-tinguished  about  them.  We  described  to  the 
Queen  in  vain  the  simplicity  of  the  costumes  of 
the^o  people  and  their  prejudice  against  all 
forms.  •  Say  wliat  you  will,'  answered  the 
Queen,  '  they  do  look  somewhat  like  canai/lc' 
We  l.iUijhed  at  this  and  she  regained  her  good 
liumor,  wliich  she  had  lost  on  account  of  these 
bailarians.  l!ut,  I  beg  of  you,  spare  our 
decorum,  and  send  us  your  clown  when  they 
come  again,  so  that  we  may  not  break  d.)wu 
entirely.  The  Countess  Jule  and  I  promise  you 
to  do  our  best  to  cure  the  Queen  of  her  preju- 
dice." .\fiar  copying  Mme.  de  I.amballe's 
lel'cr  TschcrnschelT  returned  it  anonvmouslv  to 


M.  de  Sartines,  who  w.as  so  provoked  by  its 
loss  and  by  the  mysteriousness  of  its  reappear- 
ance that  he  oftered  the  police  a  reward  of 
10,000  I'rancs  for  the  discovery  of  the  finder. 
His  curiosity  was  never  satistied.  Tschern- 
scheff's  sovereign  was  so  pleased  with  his  clever- 
ness in  handling  the  letter  that  she  sent  him 
her  picture  and  a  $2,000  snuff  box.  In  her 
next  letter  to  him  she  intimated  that  Marie  An- 


seemed    to    be   doing 


deal  of 


laughing,  and  that  "she  laughed  best  who 
laughed  last."  These  statements  are  given  on 
the  authority  of  the  Rez'm  NouvelU. 

The  monument  to  Capt.  John  Mason,  called 
the  '-Defender  of  New  England,"  was  un- 
veiled on  June  26,  at  Mystic,  on  Pequot  Hill, 
the  site  of  the  old  Pequot  fort.  The  statute  is 
of  bronze.  It  was  erected  through  an  appro- 
priation by  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  turned 
over  to  the  New  London  County  Historical 
Society,  and  the  design  and  site  were  selected 
by  ex-Mayor  Simmons,  of  New  London,  and  R. 
A.  V.heeler,  of  Stonington.  The  pedestal  is 
eight  feet  high,  and  the  statute  represents  a 
fighting  Puritan  of  heroic  size.  It  is  very  im- 
posing, and  from  it  can  be  seen  three  statet  and 
four  counties,  twenty  islands,  and  seven  light- 
houses. Capt.  Mason's  claim  to  this  honor  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  when  the  population  of  the 
Connecticut  colony  was  only  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  the  hostile  Pequot  Indians,  after  re- 
ducing the  number,  were  resolved  upon  mur- 
dering them  all,  .Mason  and  his  seventy  men, 
aided-  by  Uncas  and  a  small  band  of  Mohegans, 
marched  on  the  Peqnut  fort,  containing  over 
seven  hunilred  Indians — nearly  the  whole  tribe — 
burned  it  and  slaughtered  all  but  seven,  and 
virtually  put  an  end  to  Indian  barbarity,  and 
opL-ned  the  way  to  forty  years  of  peace  in  New 
England. 

The  village  on  the  occasion  of  the  unveiling, 
was  gayly  decorated  and  the  people  vied  with 
j;ach  other  to  entertain  the  visitors.  At  n 
o'clock  a  special  train  arrived  uith  Gov.  Kulk- 
eley  and  staff,  who  were  escorted  by  the  Gov- 
ernor's foot  guards  to  Pequot    Hill,    where    the 
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formal  exercises  to.)k  place.  Charles  E.  Dyer, 
cliairmaa  of  the  Commission,  called  upon  the 
Rev.  Charles  J.  Hill,  of  Stonington,  to  offer 
prayer.  Mr.  Dyer  then  turned  the  statue  over 
to  the  state  authorities  in  a  brief  speech.  The 
Govcrniir  in  his  speech  of  acceptance  said  : 
"  -Memurials  hastily  erected  to  commemorate 
piitriotic  deeds  or  distinguished  services  are 
not  always  the  best  evidence  of  gratitude  of  a 
nation  or  of  a  state.  The  records  of  services 
which  are  intended  to  recall  the  history  of  a 
nation,  transmitted  from  one  generation  to  an- 
other, recounting  the  unselfish  devotion,  the 
self-sacrificing,  patriotic  zeal  of  her  children, 
constitute  a  broader  and  higher  ground  from 
which  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  men  and  scenes 
of  the  times  in  which  they  were  participants. 
We  have  met  here  to-day,  after  a  lapse  of  two 
centuries,  to  recall  to  our  minds  a  man  so  prom- 
inently identilied  with  the  history  of  the  little 
colony  which  has  developed  into  the  broad 
state  of  Connecticut  that  his  acts  and  deeds  have 
survived  these  centuries,  and  have  become  a 
part  of  the  history  of  the  state.  A  grateful 
people  directed  this  memorial  statute  to  be 
erected  here  amid  scenes  where  Major  John 
Mason  was  the  leader.  The  skillful  hand  of  the 
designer  has  well  displayed  in  silent  bronze  the 
brilliant,  diiring  Indian  fighter.  Mr.  President, 
on  behalf  of  the  state,  I  accept  the  charge  of 
this  monument,  and  extend  hearty  th.anks  for 
the  fidelity  with  which  the  Commission  has  dis- 
charged its  trust." 


ISA  AC  H.B  RO.MIEY  then  delivered  the  t 
lie  reviewed  the  life  and  character  of  the  "De- 
fender," and  gave  a  brief  insight  to  the  troub- 
lous times  in  which  he  lived,  closing  with  this 
tribute  to  his  memory  :  '■  There  is  no  manlier 
or  more  heroic  figure  th.in  this  in  all  our  colonial 
history.  As  pioneer,  soldier,  statesman,  we 
cannot  too  greatly  honor  his  memory.  So  here 
to-day,  on  the  spot  where,  in  the  crisis  of  New 
England's  fate,  his  unshrinking  courage  and 
decisive  action  determined  the  destiny  of  our 
unborn  nation,  we  raise  the  figure  that  per- 
petual, s  in  lasting  b,un«  the  deliverer  of  New 
England.     But,   could    the    de.id   eves    be    en- 


dowed with  life  and  the  mute  lips  clothed  with 
language,  looking  out  upon  the  peopled  conti- 
nent and  reading  that  wide  tribute  to  his  fame, 
he  might  well  say :  Let  this  be  my  monument ! 
Exigi  monununtum  ,<:rj  pcnnneus."  A  poem 
by  Thomas  S.  Collier  followed,  and  the  exer- 
cises closed  with  the  benediction. 

I.N"  his  article  upon  the  Chicago  Republican 
National  Convention  of  iSoo,  published  else- 
where in  this  issue,  Mr.  Errett  speaks  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  "rail-splitting"  episode  in  Lin- 
coln's life,  upon  the  convention.  On  July  I, 
iSSg,  "  Old  John  Hanks."  as  he  was  called  in 
his  home  neighborhood,  and  as  he  will  he  re- 
membered in  history,  ended  a  career  that  had 
already  extended  over  eighty-eight  years.  It 
was  Hanks  who  furnished  the  rails  that  made 
so  dramatic  an  entrance  to  the  Decatur 
convention  hall ;  rails  that  Lincoln  had  once 
split  upon  his  farm,  and  arousing  the  enthu- 
siasm of  Lincoln's  friends  to  fever  beat. 
In  the  camp.iign  that  followed,  Hanks,  who  had 
been  a  Democrat  all  his  years,  spent  a  large 
amount  of  money  and  the  greater  share  of  his 
time,  in  electioneering  for  his  ex-employee  ; 
giving  one  barbecue  upon  his  farm,  at  which  he 
fed  over  three  thousand  guests.  He  died  at  his 
farm,  near  Decatur,  Illinois. 

I.N  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Ware  Webb 
Hayes,  wife  of  ex-Prcsideut  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes,  which  occurred  at  her  home  in  I'remont, 
Ohio,  on  the  morning  of  June  25,  the  country 
loses  a  woman  whose  life  h.as  brightened  and 
adorned  every  station  of  life  she  has  been 
called  to  fill,  from  that  of  centre  and  light  of  a 
modest  young  lawyer's  home,  to  the  highest 
social  station  of  the  land,  as  mistress  of  the 
White  House  for  four  years.  She  was  born  in 
Chillicothe,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  James 
Webb,  a  well-known  physician  of  his  day  and 
environment.  She  became  the  wife  of  Gen. 
Hayes  in  1S52.  Her  life  from  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  during  which  she  labored  incessantly 
for  the  good  of  the  soldiers  in  the  field,  until 
her  death,  has  been  p.assed  in  the  public  view, 
and  although    there  were   many  who  criticised 
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some  of  the  social  reforms  she  attempted  tD  in- 
trodnce  in  Washington,  thi;re  were  none  wlio 
withheld  praise  for  her  noble  womanhood,  and 
high  Christian  character. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Hayes  and  that  of  Mr?. 
Tyler  leaves  but  si.\  ladie?  who  have  occ.upied 
the  high  position  of  mistress  of  the  White  House, 
—Mrs.  James  K.  Polk,  Mrs.  Johnson  (Harriett 
Lane),Mrs.U.S.Grant,Mrs.  J.  A.  Garfield, Mrs. 
Grover  Cleveland,  and  the  widow  of  Col. 
Robert  Tyler,— a  son  cf  President  Tyler,— who 
presided  at  the  White  House  before  the  Presi- 
dent's marriage  to  Miss  Gardiner. 

The  address  of  Louis  R.  Ehrich,  of  Color- 
ado Springs,  upon  "  A  Colorado  National 
Park,"  which  appears  in  this  number  was  de- 
livered Tuesday,  the  I2th  of  July  last,  at  the 
Glen  Park  Assembly,  the  "Chautauqua  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,"  held  near  Palmer  Lake. 
It  was  "Forestry  Day."  There  were  other  in- 
teresting speakers;  Col.  Edgar  T.  Ensign, 
Forestry  Commissioner  of  Colorado;  Mr.  G.  H. 
Parsons,  of  Colorado  Springs;  Mr.  A.  E.  Gip- 
son,  of  Greeley;  Hon.  J.  Sterling  Morton,  Ex- 
Gov.  of  Nebraska,  originator  of  .\rbor  Day  in 
America.  We  bespeak  for  Mr.  Ehrich's  com- 
munication a  careful  reading,  as  a  literary  pro- 
duction, a  rare  piece  of  word-painting,  and  in 
behalf  of  the  subject  of  which  it  treats  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  especially  to  suc- 
ceeding generations — "  Posteritisra  " — to  use 
Mr.  Ehrich's  happy  phrase.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  Congress  will  act  promptly,  not  only  in 
the  instance  specially  commended  by  Mr. 
Ehrich,  but  generally  in  all  matters  affect- 
ing the  conservation  of  our  national  for- 
ests. Colorado,  as  the  Parkland  of  the  nation, 
has  in  Mr.  Ehrich  a  gentleman  whose  observa- 
tion in  other  lands,  a;sthetic  tastes  and  literary 
abilities,  render  him  her  special  representative 
and  champion  in  the  matters  which  his  pen  so 
graphically  places  before  our  readers. 

Fou.owiNc,  close  upon  tl:e  dc.tth  of  Mrs. 
Hayes,  comes  that  of  Mrs.  Julia  Gardiner 
Tyler,  second    wife  of  John  Tyler,  who  passed 


from  tl,;,  life  at  the  Exch.mge  Hotel,  in  Rich- 
mond, \'ir!,Mnia.  from  tlieTeffects  of  a  congestive 
chill,  on  July  lo,  1889.  She  had  been  at  the 
hotel  since  the  preceding  Sunday  evening, 
having  come  t'rom  a  visit  to  her  son,  Lyon  G. 
Tyler,  at  Williamsburgh.  and  was  to  have  left 
Richmond  Monday  on  a  visit -io  another  son, 
on  the  James  River.'  Tuesday  at  11  o'clock 
she  was  taken  with  a  chill.  Dr.  Edward  Jfc- 
Guire  was  sent  for,  and  he  wiw  joined  by  Dr. 
Hunter  McGuire,  but  medical^kill  proved  of 
no  avail,  and  she  died  at  5:t5  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Mrs.  Tyler  leaves  four  children, 
Lyon  G.  Tyler,  president  of  William  and  Mary 
College,  Virginia;  Ganilner  G.  Tyler,  who 
lives  in  Charles  City  county,-  Virginia ;  Dr. 
Lacklan  Tyler,  of  Washington  City,  and  Mrs. 
William  Ellis,  of  Montgomc?}''countv,  Viro-inia. 
Mrs.  Tvlf.r  was  born  on  Gardiner's  Island, 
near  Ea.'^t  Hampton, 'New  York,  in  1820.  She 
was  educated  at  the  Chegary  Institute,  this  city, 
and  after  a  short  time  spent   in    travel   tbroun-h 


Europe,    she 


to    Washington    with    her 


father,  David  Gardiner,  in  iS.}4.  A  few  weeks 
after  their  arrival  they  accepted  an  invitation 
from  President  Tyler  to  attend  a  pleasure  ex- 
cursion down  the  river,  which  took  place  Feb. 
28,  on  the  war  steamer  Princt-ton.  The  festivi- 
ties on  that  occasion  were  sadly  marred  by  the 
explosion  of  a  gun  on  the  vessel,  causing  loss  of 
life.  Amongtho.se  killed  was  Miss  Gardiner's 
father.  His  body  was  taken  to  the  White 
House,  and  Miss  Gardiner  w^is  thrown  a  great 
deal  into  the  society  of  the  Prc-sident  owing  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  attendingher  fath'er's 
death.  President  Tyler's  first  wife  had  died 
shortiv  after  he  entered  the  \\  hite  House,  and 
the  President  paid  .Miss  Gauliner  marked  at- 
tention, which  resulted  in  their  niarria"-e  in 
New_Vork  city,  June,  26.  1S44.  For  the  suc- 
ceeding eight  months  of  President  Tyler's  term 
she  presided  over  the  White  House  'with  tact, 
grace  and  dignity.  After  the  4th  of  March, 
1845.  Mrs.  Tyler  retired  with  her  husband  to 
the  .secultion  of  their  couiitrv  place,  "  Sher- 
wood   Foiest."    ovi    the    hanks   of    the    James 
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"A  Manual  of  Historical  Xiteratl re: 
comprising  Brief  Descriptions  of  the  Most 
Important  Histories  in  Englisbi,  French  and 
German;  together  with  Practical  Suggestions 
as  to  Methods  and  Courses  of  Historical 
Study.  F.ir  the  use  of  Students,  G>--neraI 
Readers,  and  Collectors  of  Books."  Bv 
Charlcs  Kendall  Adams,  LL.D.,  Professor 
of  History  and  President  of  Cornell  Univer- 
sity. Published  by  Harper  &  Brothers, 
New  York. 

This,  the  third  edition,  revised  and  enlarged, 
of  President  Adams'  admirriMe  vnrk,  brings 
the  siiljject  down  to  the  present  date,  embrac- 
ing all  the  main  historical  works  of  recent 
years.  It  has  filled  already  an  important  place 
in  historic.tl  literature,  and  that  field  of  useful- 
ness will  be  now  widened  and  enlarged.  The 
aim  of  ti\e  author  has  been,  as  we  learn  from 
his  own  words,  "  to  provide  a  book  such  as 
would  have  been  of  most  service  to  me  when, 
as  a  university  student,  I  was  reading  in  vari- 
ous directions  for  help  in  carrying  on  my  his- 
torical studies."  In  his  attempt  to  supply  that 
want  he  has  held  in  mind  two  purposes:  To 
furnish,  as  best  he  could,  such  information 
about  the  most  desirable  books  as  the  hi.stori- 
cal  reader  and  student  is  likely  to  profit  by; 
and  to  suggest  the  proper  methods  and  order 
of  using  the  materials  so  indicated.  The  high 
reputation  the  work  has  already  attained,  the 
attention  that  has  been  bestowed  upon  it,  and 
the  puiilisliing  of  yet  another  edition,  are  suffi- 
cient gu.unnlee  that  his  ambition  and  purpose 
have  b^   n.j  nie.ins  miscarried. 


TO 


JRF.D    Kl.NDRKD. 


Ey 


Charles  \V.  Darling. 

We  have  on  several  occasions  m.i.Ie  mention 
of  this  volume,  wliich  Gen.  Charles  W.  Darling, 
secretary  of  the  Oneida  Historical  Society,  has 
li.id  ill  j.T.  [..iration  ;  and  now  that  it  has  come 
to  hand,  one  cannot  but  confess  that  it  is  all  in 


the  way  of  a  memorial  that  even  Gen.  Darling's 
reputation  as  a  careful  and  e.xact  historian  and 
biographer,  would  lead  us  to  e.xpect.  It  is  a 
beautiful  and  thoughtful  memorial  to  those 
who  have  gone  before — to  the  Darlings,  the 
Pierreponts,  the  Haynes,  the  Chaunceys,  the 
Danis,  and  others  who  are  a  part  of  the  desig- 
nated ancestral  line;  and,  incidentally,  much 
of  general  history  maybe  found  within  its  covers. 
Several  fine  illustrations  adorn  the  work. 


"  Education  in  the  United  ST.vrEs  :  Its 
History  from  the  Earliest  Settle- 
MENTS."  By  Richard  G.  Boone,  .\.  M..  Pro- 
fessor of  Pedagogy  in  Indiana  University. 
(In  the  International  Education  i:eries.)  Pub- 
lished by  P.  Appleton  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Sufficient  has,  perhaps,  been  said  in  all  quar- 
ters as  to  what  education  has  done  for  the 
American  people,  but  by  no  means  has  enough 
been  written  of  the  means  by  which  this  gene- 
ral enlightement  came  to  be  ;  of  the  men  who 
laid  this  sure  found.atinn  under  the  republic  ; 
of  the  evolution  byuhich  all  the  light  of  to- 
day has  come.  Professor  Boone  has  realized  this 
fact,  and  out  of  deep  study  and  extended  re- 
search, has  added  another    to   the    few  histories 

possess.  Wliile  he  has  produced  a  work  of 
value  to  the  general  student  he  has  slill  kept 
within  the  limits  of  tlie  series  of  «hich  the 
work  Is  a  part,— and  the  result  is  ■'  a  text-book, 
suggestive  of  lines  of  thought  for  the   leacher. 


scriplion  on  the  ■>ne  side,  and  pcrsuiial  criticism 
on  the  other,  to  exhibit  faithfully  the  ilevelop- 
nicnt  of  conteinp..rary  institutions,  and  educa- 
tional forces,  with  something  of  their    national 

The  ground  is  very  fully  eo\ercd.  — from  the 
earliest  schools  of  the  colonial  period,  through 
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the  colonial  colleges  and  school  system  ;  two 
chapters  upon  the  schools  of  the  Revolutionary 
period ;  and  verv  extended  accounts  of  all  the 
forms  an*  features  of  educational  development 
from  that  day  to  this.  Very  deep  research  has 
been  required,  and  to  that  the  author  has  added 
an  earnest  appreciation  of  the  magnitude  of  his 
work,  and  a  purpose  of  fairness  and  historical 
accuracy.  Whether  in  the  school, the  college  or 
general  library,  the  book  will  prove  its  useful- 
ness, and,  perhaps,  incite  others  to  more  de- 
tailed investigation  in  a  field  too  long  neglected. 

"  An  Introduction  to  the  Lccai.  Con- 
STiTCTio.N'AL  History  of  tiii:  Inited 
States.  N'ul.  I,  Develoimen  r  of  the 
Tdw.nship,  Hundred  and  Shire."  By 
George  E.  Holland,  Professor  of  History  in 
the  University  of  Nebraska.  Published  by 
,,,..  T>.,.,;,..i  ,-„  \r;encv  of  tl'.o  lau.s  Hop- 
kins University,  lialtim'ure.  Extra  Vol.  IV. 
in  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in 
Historical  and  Political  Science,  Herbert  B. 
Adams,  Editor. 

In  speaking  of  this  work,  one  does  not  know 
which  to  most  admire — the  industry  sho^s•n  in 
the  continued  and  painstaking  collection  of  ma- 
terials from  a  niyrid  sources,  or  the  order  and 
system  with  %\  hich  tl^e  gathered  mass  h.is  been 
arranged.  Tlie  work  finds  a  place  of  its  own  ; 
for  the  development  of  local  institutions  in  the 
United  States  has  never  been  so  clearly  and 
thoroughly  treated.  The  '  author  does  not 
claim  the-fuU  merit  his  work  has  really  achieved 
when  he  names  it  merely  an  introduction  to  the 
study  of  our  local  constitution  ;  which  term  we 
must  understand  as  meaning  that  his  study  of 
tlie  theme  does  not  render  unnecessary  •'  the 
^pecialtre■.ltnH■Mt  "\'  thesubject  forany  locality.'' 
.A?;  a  <!iscusvion  of  the  theme  in  its  broad  .and 
general  meaning,  he  covers  the  ground  with  a 
completeness  that  leaves  little  moi-e  to  be  said. 

'•An  Ilisi.iKiiM.CF..  ii;uAi'HVor  ini-;  Uniikd 
SlATFS."  liv  Tounsend  .Mac  C.'un.  Pub- 
li-shed  by  Townsend  Mac  Coun,  New  York. 

N\  e  have  here  an  historical  object  lesson,  or 
rallier  a  series  of  object  lessons,  that  show 
the  georgraphical  evolution  of  .\merica  as  no 
letter  press  could  ;  as  one  map  follows  the  other, 
picturing    the    changes  th.it    have    occurred    in 


Ihc  political  outlines  of  America  from  the 
earliest  days  of  discovery  to  the  present.  In 
the  words  of  the  author  :  "  Historical  geography 
i.s  in  the  realm  of  political  history.  Its  pro- 
vince is  to  draw  a  map  of  a  country  as  it  ap- 
peared after  each  of  the  different  changes  it  has 
gone  through,  and  then  point  out  the  historical 
causes  which  have  led  to  the  changes  on  the 
map.  This  I  have  endeavored  to  do,  so  far  as 
our  own  country  is  concerned,  in  the  simplest 
and  shortest  way,  always  employing  in  each 
series  of  maps  the  same  color  to  represent  the 
same  thing,  that  each  step  m.ty  be  clearly  traced 
by  the  eye."  How  thoroughly  he  I'.as  cov- 
ered the  field  and  accomplished  his  purpose 
can  be  best  understood  from  the  fullov.jng 
description  of  the  maps,  and  the  events  they 
portray  : 

Discovery  :  1474.  Toscanelli's  map  :  ide;!  of 
the  West  before  Columbus  sailed  ;  15 16,  Leon- 
ardo da  Vinci's  map;  1530,  the  Sloanc  manu- 
script; 1541,  Mercator's  map;  1550,  Spanish 
exploration  of  New  .Mexico  ;  1566,  Zaltieri's 
map. 

Colonial  Period  :  1606,  King  James  patent ; 
1609-1626,  Virginia  company  ;  Council  of  Ply- 
mouth for  New  England  ;  16.1.0.  foreign  claims 
to  the  .-\.tlanlio  slope  ;  1660,  early  English  col- 
onies :  1664,  grants  to  tlie  Pluke  of  York  ;  1650 
to  i76j,  French  explorition  and  posts  in  the 
MiiSissipppi  Valley:  176J.  English  colonies 
during  the  1-rench  and  Indian  \Var;  drainage 
map  of  the  United  States. 

National Cirowth:  1755-1703,  Spanish, French 
and  English  division  of  North  America;  1763- 
17S3.  result  of  the  French  and  Indian  AVar ; 
17S3,  boundaries  proposed  by  France  for  the 
United  States  at  the  second  treaty  of  Paris  ; 
1-^83.  various  lines  discussed;  17^3*  Main 
Boundary:  finally  settled  by  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington in  1042;  1783-1S01,  result  of  the  Revo- 
lution; 1S01-1S03,  Spain  cedes  Louisana  to 
Frame;  1803-1821.  result  of  the  Louisana 
purchase  ;  1821-1845,  result  of  the  Florida  pur- 
chase ;  1S4S-1S48,  the  anncvation  of  Texas  and 
acquisition  of  the  Oregon  country  :  1S4S-1S53, 
the  result  of  the  .Mexican  War;  1S53-18S0, 
the  Cdsden  purchase  and  Russian  cession. 
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Development  of  the  Commouwealth  :  1775- 
17.SJ;,  the-  uriginal  st.Ues  during  the  Revolution; 
1783,  the  l.-ind  claims  of  the  original  states; 
1787,  the  original  public  domain;  shows  also 
the  land  cessions  i  1790,  United  States;  iSoo, 
United  States;  iSio,  United  States;  1820, 
United  States;  1S30,  United  States;  1840, 
East  half  of  the  United  States;  1S40,  \Vest 
half  of  the  United  States  ;  1S50,  East  half  of  the 
United  States  ;  1854,  West  Half  of  the  United 
States:  1861,  Civil  War.  The  Southern  Con- 
federacy ;  1S61,  East  half  of  the  United  States  ; 
1S6 1,  West  half  of  the  United  States;  1870, 
West  half  of  the  United  States  ;  1S90,  West 
half  of  the  United  States.  (Shows  the  new 
states  as  such.) 

"The  Story  of  Vermont."  By  John  L. 
Heatun.  (In  "The  Story  of  the  States"  series.) 
Published  by  the  D.  Luthrop  Co.,  Boston. 

Between  the  days  of  the  old  French  wars, — 
or  from  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth 
century ,-^to  near  the  close  of  the  nineteenth, 
lie  near  three  centuries  of  action,  that  cert.iinly 


do  not  lack  for  points  of  historic  interest.  Ver- 
mont has  certainly  won  her  way  into  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  to-day  by  a  path  of  danger 
and  difficulty, — for,  "  in  the  brief  period  since 
white  men  first  made  their  homes  within  sight 
of  the  Green  Mountains,  their  lives  have  been 
menaced  by  savages,  their  lands  coveted  by 
robbers  clothed  with  law  and  power,  their 
families  driven  forth  in  terror  when  invading 
armies  came  among  them,  while  decisive  battles 
of  three  great  wars  were  fought  on  the  lake  of 
their  glowing  sunsets."  Mr.  Heaton  has  fol- 
lowed the  story  of  this,  the  first  state  admitted 
to  the  new-formed  Union,  with  closeness  of  de- 
tail sufficient  to  furnish,  the  story  in  full,  and 
yet  not  with  such  minuteness  as  to  detract  from 
the  general  interest;  following  in  that  regard 
the  general  plan  contemplated  for  this  series. 
The  result  is  satisfactory  on  the  whole  ;  and 
there  are  some  inferences  and  conclusions  here 
and  there  not  present  in  all  the  histories  of  this 
state.     The  work  is  very  fully  illustrated.  .  . 
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THE  NEW  VESTIBULED  LIMITED! 

The  Handsomest  and  Fastest  Train  in  America  is  the 
magnificent  new  Ves-.ibuled  Limited,  composed  of  a  Buffet 
Snoking  an  i   IJbrao'  Car,   two  Parlor  Cars,  an  elegant 
Compartment  Sleeping  Car.  a  Straight  i6-Seclion  Sleeping 
"      Dining  Car.  between  Chicaco  and  New  York, 
reat  Four-Track  New  Vork  Central  and  Hud- 
:  Raiuioad  and  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad.    A 
lath-room.  Barber  Shop  and  Companiiient  Sleep- 
re  the  novel  features. 
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If  the  views  of  Dr.  Abbott,  of  New 
Jersey  ;  of  Professor  C.  Frederick 
Wriglu,  of  Oberlin  College,  Ohio,  and 
of  a  number  of  other  distinguished 
scieuti^s,  on  the  question  of  man's 
preglacial  existence  on  the  N'orth  Am- 
erican continent  were  fully  established 
(and  of  their  correctness  the  testimony 
of  late  has  been  largely  accumulative 
and  strongly  confirmatory,  some  pa- 
laiolittric  implements  having  be^m  lately 
fcjund  in  the  gravel  deposits  at  Tren- 
ton, New  Jersey,  by  Dr.  Abbott,  and 
two  by  "Dr.  C.  L.  .Metz,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Little  Miami  ri>er.  as 
certified  by  those  gentlemen  and  also 
by  Professors  Putnam  and  Wright,  and 
others),  it  will  probably  soon  be  de- 
monstrated in  view  of  the  foregoing 
facts  that  preglacial  man  existed  on 
the  Kentucky  as  well  as  on  the  Ohio 
side  of  the  Ohio  river.  And  why  not? 
Certainly  the  northern  portion  of  Ken- 
tucky is  included  in  the  JDri/t  or 
Glacial  area.  Professor  Wright's  re- 
<-eiit  investigations  on  this   point  leave 


no   doubt   on   his   mind,    as    his    latest 
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glacial  ages — in  the  millennial  epochs 
anterior  to  .and  during  the  great  ice 
period,  of  our  continent  of  which 
geologists  and  archsologists  discourse 
upon  with  the  utmost  confidence. 

The  Indians,  too,  were  inluiljitaats 
of  Kentucky  after  its  occupancy  by 
preglacial  man,  and  by  the  prehistoric 
mound  builders,  as  witness  the  battle 
of  Blue  Licksin  i7S2,and  vaiiousother 
battlefields  of  Kentucky,  in  which  the 
red  man  was  the  formidable  combatant 
of  the  white  man,  in  which  the  Indian 
was  not  seldom  xictorious  over  •'  the 
hunters  of  Kentucky!" 

The  Mammoth,  the  Mastodon  and 
probably  the  Megatiierium,  too,  were 
there,  •contemporaneously  wi'h  the 
mound  builder  and  his  Mongolian  suc- 
cessor, the  North  American  savage,  for 
proof  of  which  reference  might  be 
made  to  the  deposits  of  Big  Bone 
Lick,  as  well  as  o;her  places  thert>  that 
have  been  found  prolific  in  skeletons 
of  extinct  monsters. 

Previous  to  the  beginning  of  the 
latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  wilderness  of  Kentucky  had  not 
been  penetrated  by  English  speaking 
explorers.  Before  that  time  (1750) 
it  had  not  recei\e(l  to  any  considerable 
extent  the  historian's  recognition.  In 
1 75 1,  Capt.Christ.iphcr  Gist  explored  a 
portion  of  the  I-Centiicky  country.  He 
was  a  Virginian,  living  near  the  Poto- 
mac river,  not  far  from  the  mouth  of 
Will's  creek,  where  Fort  Cumberland 
was  built  in  1754-5;  but  he  soon  after- 
wards moved  about  two  days'  journey 
farther  west,  to  a   point  near  the  .Mon- 


ongahela  river.  He  wa^  sent  out  as  an 
explo'cr  in  the  interest  of  a  corpora- 
tion knov,-n  as  the  "  Ohio  Company," 
a  land  company  in  wrich  the  Washing- 
tons  and  other  Virginians  and  some 
English  capitalists  were  interested. 
Capt.  Gist  passed  down  the  Ohio  in 
May,  1 75 1,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ken- 
tucky river,  and  travelled  along  the 
shores  thereof  towards  its  source,  and 
over  the  Highlands  of  Kentucky  to  Vir- 
ginia, probably  by  way  of  the  Cumber- 
land Gap. 

Dr.  Thomas  Walker,  a  few  years 
later  (probably  about  the  year  1760), 
explored  the  valleys  of  the  Cumberland 
and  Kentucky  rivers.  He  gave  name 
to  the  first,  and  called  the  last  Louisa 
river,  which  it  bore  some  years. 

Col.  James  Smith,  accompanied  bv 
Uriah  Stone,  Joshua  Horton,  William 
Baker  and  a  colored  man,  crossed  the 
mountains  to  the  Cumberland  and  Ten- 
nessee rivers  in  1766,  to  examine  the 
country,  -'in  view  of  future  settle- 
ments." Soon  thereafter  some  North 
Carolina  traders  entered  Kentucky  by 
way  of  the  Cumberland  Gap.  They 
crossed  the  Licking  river  and  moved  in 
the  direction  of  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto 
river,  following,  says  the  author  of 
••  Western  .\nnals,"  the  Indian  trail 
which  was  the  line  of  communication 
between  the  N'orthern  and  Southern 
:iations. 

In  1767  John  Finley  was  engaged 
with  others,  in  trading  with  the  Indians 
along  the  above  named  "  trail,"  within 
the  pre.->ent  limits  of  Kentucky. 

In  1769  Col.   Daniel   Boone,  acroni- 
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panicfi  by  John  Finley,  John  Ste-.vart, 
Josepli  Iloldcn,  J.iiiies  Monccy  and 
VVilliain  Cool,  explored  Kentucky,  but 
owing  to  Indian  hostilities,  did  not 
succeed  in  effectin-a  permanent  settle- 
ment there.  In  the  summer  of  the 
same  year  (1769),  a  party  of  twenty 
North  Carolinians  and  Virginians  passed 
into  the  central  portions  of  Kentucky 
by  way  of  the  Cumberland  Gap,  and 
returned  in  April,  1770. 

In  1770,  Squire  Boone,  one  of  Col. 
Daniel  Boone's  brothers,  with  a  com- 
panion, both  of  North  Carolina,  visited 
Kentucky.  Boone  returned,  but  his 
friend  got  lost,  and  either  perished  in 
the  wilderness  or  was  killed  by  the  In- 
dians. • 

In  177 1,  Col.  Boone,  who  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians  the  year  before, 
succeeded  in  making  his  escape  and 
reaching  his  home  in  North  Carolina. 
In  the  same  year.  Camper  Mansco,  witli 
other  hunters,  explored  that  portion  of 
the  Kentucky  along  the  Cumberland 
river,  generally  designated  as  "  The 
Barrens." 

In  1772,  the  House  of  Burgesses  of 
Virginia,  as  the  Legislature  in  colonial 
times  was  called,  passed  •'  An  Act  to 
establish  the  county  of  Fincastle."  It 
embraced  within  its  limits  a  portion  of 
Southwestern  Virginia  and  all  of  Ken- 
tucky :  for  be  it  knuwn  that  at  tliis 
time  the  "  Old  Dominion  "  claimed 
ownership  of  the  soil  and  jurisdiction, 
from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  on  the  east 
to  the  Mississippi  river  on  the  west. 
Finca-;tle  county  continueii  in  being 
four   vears,    and   until    1776.    when    the 


Legislature  terminated  it  by  erecting 
the  counties  of  Wasliington  and  Mont- 
gomery in  the  Virginia  portion  of  it, 
and  the  county  of  Kentucky  to  include 
all  of  the  present  portion  of  the  state 
of  Kentucky  within  its  boundaries, 
Ilarrodslnirg,  a  town  near  the  Ken- 
tucky river,  laid  out  and  settled  by  Col. 
James  Harrod  two  years  before,  being 
established  as  the  county  seat  of  Ken- 
tucky county,  and  where  also  the  first 
court  for  said  county  was  held  in  1777. 
being  the  first  ever  held  within  the 
present  limits  of  the  state  of  Kentucky. 
Col.  Harrod  was  a  Virginian,  and  be- 
came one  of  Kentucky's  most  efficient 
jjioneers  and  military  leaders.  He  is 
entitled  to  the  honor  of  having  made 
the  first  permanent  settlement  in  Ken- 
tucky— Harrod'.s  station  being  built  in 
1774  and  Boone's  in  1775 — Harrods- 
burg  is  therefore  a  year  older  than 
Boo:iesborough. 

The  discovery  of  the  Big  Bone  Lick 
was  one  of  the  important  events  that 
characterized  the  year  1773  in  Ken- 
tucky. In  the  same  year.  Gen.  Thom- 
son, of  Peniis}  Ivania,  ■surveyed  lands 
on  the  North.  Fork  of  t!ie  Licking 
river  ;  and  in  this  year  too,  Mr.  Thomas 
Bullitt,  a  Virginia  surveyor,  led  an  e\ 
ploring  party  into  Kentucky,  some  of 
them  to  the  country  bordering  on  the 
Kentucky  river,  the  remainder  to  the 
••  Falls  of  the  Ohio."  His  surveys 
extended  to  Salt  river  also.  Several 
of  the  Bullitts  were  conspicuous  men 
for  many  years  in  Kentucky,  and  v.ere 
men  of  distinguished  ancestry  in  Vir- 
ginia,   who    v.-ere    honorably    identilled 
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«  with  the  judiciary  of  that  state,  nnd 
had  borne  a  ronspiniious  part  in  tbe 
wars  an  the  western  frontiers.  A.  Scott 
Bullitt  was  lieutenant  governor  of  Ken- 
tucky from  iSoo  to  \'6o.\. 

In  1773  the  McAfees  settled  in 
Kentucky,  from  Botelourt  county, 
Virginia.  There  were  three  of  them, 
(George,  James  and  Robert),  and  all 
were  enterprising,  energetic,  brave  men, 
just  the  kind  of  men  to  be  valuable 
acquisitions  to  a  frontier  country,  and 
especially  valuable  at  a  time  when 
Indian  fighting  needed  to  be  done.  A 
son  of  the  last  named  ('Robert),  who 
also  bore  his  father's  name,  attained  to 
considerable  fame  as  a  historian,  being 
author«of  the  "  History  of  the  late  war 
in  the  Western  country,"  published  in 
1816.  He  was  also  a  distinguished 
officer  in  Col.  Richard  M.  Johnson's 
regiment  of  Kentucky  Volunteers  in 
the  battle  of  the  Thames  ;  and  served 
as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Kentucky, 
from  1820  to  1824.  He  was  in  the 
public  service  as  late  as  1S37,  being 
then  minister  to  Columbia. 

In  the  spring  of  1775,  Cols.  Richard 
Henderson  and  Nathaniel  Hart,  both 
North  Carolinians,  entered  Kentucky 
as  the  alleged  proprlt-tors  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  country  border- 
ing on  the  Tennessee,  Cumberland, 
Ohio  and  Kentucky  rivers,  to  which 
they  had  obtained  title  from  certain 
chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  at  a 
meeting  that  was  held  in  March  ot  this 
year  at  the  "  Sycamore  Shoals,"  on  a 
branch  of  the  HoUton  river.  This  sale 
being  subsequently  ratified  by  the  whole 


Cherokee  n.ition,  Hender.son  and  Hart 
thereupon  offered  the  land  for  sale, 
invited  settlers  and  (with  Col.  Boone's 
assistance)  erected  a  stockade  fort, 
called  Boone's  Station,  now  Boones- 
borough,  and  then,  without  delay, 
called  upon  the  settlers  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  Boone's  Station  to  or- 
ganize a  government.  Four  settle- 
ments (Boone's  Station,  Harrod's 
Station,  Boiling  Spring  Settlement  and 
St.  Asaph,  which  had  been  established 
this  year  by  Col.  Benjamin  Logan), 
were  represented  by  seventeen  dele- 
gates. Col.  Daniel  Boone;  John  Floyd, 
Col.  James  Harrod,  Col.  Richard 
Calloway  and  probably  Col.  Benjamin 
Logan  v^-ere  of  these  seventeen.  This 
was  probably  the  first  legislature  that 
held  a  session  west  of  the  Alleghanies. 
It  met,  says  the  historian,  "  beneath  a 
great  elm  tree  that  stood  outside  cf  the 
fort."  Rev.  John  Lythe  was  chosen 
chaplain,  and  after  his  service  was 
ended.  Col.  Richard  Henderson  ad- 
dressed them  at  length  as  to  their 
duties,  whereupon  on  the  23d  day  of 
-May,  1775,  they  proceeded  to  business 
without  delay.  They  soon  agreed  upon 
the  terms  of  a  compatt  for  the  organi- 
zationof  the  "Colony  of  Transylvania," 
passed  nine  laws  (see  Bancroft's  His- 
tory of  the  United  States,  vol.  S,  pages 
36S-9,  also  Western  Annals,  page  237). 
agreed  to  hold  an(5ther  meeting  during 
the  ensuing  September,  and  then  on 
the  27th  of  May  adjourned. 

These  preliminary  movements,  by 
the  primitive  settlers  of  Kentucky, 
looking   to   self-government,  met  with 
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the  most  decided  disapproval  of  Lord 
Diinmore,  the  colonial  governor  of 
Virginia,  who  pronipLly  issued  his  pro- 
clamation against  "one  Richard  Hen- 
derson and  other  disorderly  persons 
who,  under  a  pretense  of  purchase  from 
the  Indians,  have  set  up  a  claim  to  the 
lands  of  the  crown."  That  proclama- 
tion was  fatal  to  the  "Colony  of 
Transylvania."  It  had  "ceased  to  be" 
when  the  time  had  come  for  the  meet- 
ing of  its  second  legislature,  tvhich 
never  mel  ! 

In  1775  the  wife  and  daughters  of 
Col.  Daniel  Boone  reached  Boone's 
Station,  and  were  the  first  white  women 
that  settled  in  the  Kentucky  wilder- 
ness. Col.  George  Rogers  Clark, 
Simon  Kenton,  Col.  Benjamin  Logan, 
Gabriel  Jones,  Col.  John  Todd,  and,  as 
appears  from  the  foregoing  paragraph, 
Col.  Richard  Henderson  and  Col. 
Nathaniel  Hart,  were  among  the  ac- 
cessions of  prominent  men  to  the  pop- 
ulation of  Kentucky,  during  the  year 
1775-  Col.  John  Todd  was  a  Penn- 
syKanian,  joined  the  army  of  Gen. 
C'corge  Rogers  Clark  in  177S,  was  ap- 
pointed Colonel  Commandant  of  Illi- 
nois county,  and  was  killed  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Blue  Licks,  in  [7S2.  Col.  Ben- 
jamin Logan,  afterwards  a  general,  was 
also  a  Pennsylvanian,  and  was  one  of 
Kentucky's  most  -.aluable  pioneer 
settlers.  Simon  Kenton,  afterwards 
Gen.  Kenton,  was  born  in  Fauijuier 
county,  Virginia,  also  became  a  dis- 
tinguished pioneer  and  soldier,  and 
d<ed  in  Logan  county,  Ohio,  in  1S36, 
having  moved  there  some  vears  before. 


In  1776  Col.  George  Rogers  Clark 
and  Gabriel  Jones,  both  of  Virginia, 
settled  in  Kentucky,  aud  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Kentucky  settlers,  held  at 
Harrodsburg,  June  6,  1776,  they  were 
chosen  to  represent  the  scattered  west- • 
ern  inhabitants  of  Fincastle  county  in 
the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  of 
said  colony.  They  accepted  the  trust 
and  travelled  on  foot  through  the 
wilderness,  most  likely  by  way  of 
Cumberland  Gap,  to  the  city  of 
Williamsburg,  the  colonial  seat  of 
government,  and  it  has  been  generally 
understood  that  it  was  through  their 
instrumentality  that  Fincastle  county 
was  abolished  by  act  of  the  legislature, 
and  Kentucky  county,  which-  included 
within  its  boundaries  the  whole  of  what 
is  now  \\\K-  State  of  Kentucky,  was 
established  in  its  stead,  which  was  done 
December  7.  1776,  Harrodsburg  being 
made  the  county  seat,  where  the  first 
court  was  held  in  1777.  The  portion 
of  Virginia  proper,  of  Fincastle  county 
was  divided  into  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Montgomery.  Gabriel 
Jones  was  killed  by  the  Indians  near 
the  Blue  Licks  on  his  return  journey 
made  by  way  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Colonel,  afterwards  General  George 
Rogers  Clark,  was  long  and  conspic- 
uously identified  with  early-time  Ken- 
tucky history.  Few  occupied  the 
'■  dark  and  bloody  ground  "  before  he 
did,  and  none  occupied  it  with  more 
solid,  substantial  benefit  to  it — no  more 
valuable  man.nomoreuseful  pioneer,  no 
more  gallant  soldier  ever  identified 
himself  with  the  early  occupants  of  the 
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wilderness  of  Kentucky  than  George 
Rogers  Clark.  He  was  born  in  Allje- 
marle  county,  Virginia,  November  19^ 
1752,  was  'captain  of  a  corapany-iii 
Lord  Dunmore's  array  in  1774.  Tt?'- 
ceived  authority  from  Gov.  Patrick 
Henry  of  Virginia  in  i  778,  to  raise  and 
command  the  forces  to  subjugate  the 
hostile  posts  north-west  of  the  Ohio, 
and  served  under  Baron  Steuben  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  a  war  in  which 
four  of  his  brothers  served,  one  of 
whom  losing  his  life.  His  brother, 
William  Clark,  early  settled  at  tl'.e.- 
Falls  of  the  Ohio,  aftenvards  went  to 
Missouri,  became  Go\ernor,  alter 
serving  as  Commander  with  Capt. 
Lewis  in  the  expedition  ;^  the  Pacific 
in  1S04-6. 

Gen.  Green  Cla;,-,  a  prominent  gentle- 
man of  Powhattan  county,  \'irginia, 
settled  in  Kentucky,  in  1777.  was 
elected  with  John  Brown  in  17S2,  a 
member  of  the  legislature  of  \'irginia, 
and  also  at  various  other  times  ;  and 
in  17S9  served  with  Col.  Humphrey 
-Marshall  and.  Gen.  Benjamin  Logan  as 
member  from  Kentucky  in  the  \'irginia 
Convention,  called  to  consider  the 
important  question  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  I'nited  Sfates. 
He  had  command  of  three  tho'.isand 
Kentucky  troops  in  1S13,  at  the  siege 
of  Fort  Meigs,  and  successfully  de- 
fended the  fort  against  a  large  force  of 
British  and  Indians  under  Gen.  Proc- 
tor and  the  Indian  Chief  Tecumseh. 

Gen.  Clay  was  much  in  public  life, 
serving  his  country  faithfulh  and  long, 
crowned  v.-ith  honors.       He  was  a  rela- 


tive of  Henry  Clay,  and  was  the  father 
of    Cassius    M.     Clay    of    whom    the 

,  country  has  heard  much.  He  went  to 
Kentucky  as  a  surveyor  and  acquired 
large  wealth  as  a  land  owner. 

Col.  Bland  Ballard,  a  native  of  Fred- 
ericksburg.Virginia,  born  there  October 
16,  1761,  settled  in  Kentucky,  in  1777, 
and  died  there  in  1S53.  He  took  part 
-in  many  of  the  fights  with  the  Indians, 
was  a  gallant  soldier,  a  valuable  pio- 
neer, and  a  man  of  popularity  and  great 
worth.       He  served  in  Bowman's  cam- 

...  paign,  in  Col.  George  Rogers  Clark's 
S.ubsecjuently,  and  was  with  Gen. 
yVayne  in  the  decisive  battle  of  "  Fallen 
Timbers"  in  August,  1794.  Finally 
h£  led  the  advance  at  the  battle  of  the 

"  iLiver   Raisin,    and   was  wounded  and 
-,3ti^€n   prisoner,  but  faring  better  than 
oany  of  his  Kentucky  comrades  in  that 
butchery  he  escaped  massacre. 

Col.  John  Logan  and  Capt.  William 
Hardin  who  settled  in  Kentucky  early 
•eWough  to  have  been  contemporaries  of 
Col-  Ballard  and  of  many  of  his  pre- 
decessors, were  valuable  acquisitions  to 
Kentucky  and  meritorious  men,  as 
citizens,  pioneers,  hunters,  soldiers, 
and    especially   as    antagonists    of   the 

■  "fierce  savages  that  prowled  about  in  the 
_Kcntucky  wilderness.    - 

In  .\pril,  1777,  the  legal  voters  of 
Kentucky  counly  elected  Cols.  John 
Todd  and  Richard  Callaway  members 
of  the  Virginia  legislature.  During 
this  year  was  also  witnessed  the  first 
marriage  in  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Linn  be- 
ing the  groiim.  Ar.d  it  was  in  August. 
1777.    when   C'ol-    John     Bowman,    of 
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Virginia,  re-enforc;"(l  the  KentnclsV 
settlers  with  one  liundred  men.  He 
and  Col.  Ilenjaniin  Lo!?an  two  year.s 
later  condiirrcd  a  rather  profirless 
expedition  to  tlie  Indian' towns  rorth 
of  the  Ohio  rivt-r. 

In  177S  Col.  Ccurge  Rogers  Clark 
fortified  Corn  Island  (opposite  tlie 
present  site  of  the  City  of  Louisville, 
and  there  rendezvoused  the  small 
.  army  commanded  by  him  in  the  ex- 
pedition against  Kaskaskia,  in  which 
he  was  so  preeminently  successful. 

fn  1779  Col.  Stephen  Triyg  and 
Major  C}eorge  M.  Bedinger,  both  from 
Virginia,  settled  in  Kentucky.  The 
former  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  lilue 
Licks^while  in  command -of  the  right 
wing  of  the  army,  and  the  latter  held 
a  Major's  rommission  in  said  battle, 
fought  August  to,  I'S:?,  which  was  one 
of  the  most  sanguinary  ever  fought 
witii  the  Indians  on  Kentucky  soil. 
about  one  third  of  the  one  huntlred 
and  eighty-two  Kentuckians  liiat  vi'cnt 
into  battle  having  been  killed!  C'ol. 
Daniel  Boone  had  command  of  th-  left 
wing,  and  one  of  his  sons  was  of  the 
slain,  as  were  also  Cols.  Trigg  and 
Todd,  and  the  bra\e  .Major  Hailan, 
whose  conuuanil  v.asdirectiv  in  front 
of  the  army.  Major  llediiiger  was  an 
officer  in  the  expedition  against  the 
Indians  of  Cols.  Brown  and  Logan  in 
1779,  commanded  a  battalion  of  \"ir- 
ginians  at  the  defeat  of  St.  Clair  in 
1791,  and  served  as  a  member  of  Cou- 
j^ress  from  1S03  to  1S07. 

.Major  \\'illiam  Trigg,  ais.)  an  earl>- 
timc    emigrant    to     Kentucky,   figured 


conspicuou.sly  in  early  times  in  said 
state,  and  was  aide  to  Brig. -Gen.  Hop 
kins  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  and 
fdled  wiiii  great  ability  many  i;ii 
pt)rtant  civil  offices. 

It  was  during  this  )ear  (1779J  that 
the  first  permanent  improvem.ents  were 
made  at  Lexington. 

It  is  of  historical  recon!  that  the  win- 
ter of  1779-80  was  exceedingly  severe, 
many  horses  and  cattle  in  Kentucky 
dying  of  thirst  and  starvation. 

It  was  during  this  year  (17S0)  that 
Cols.  John  Todd  and  Richard  Calla- 
way again  turned  upas  representatives 
of  the  county  of  Kentucky  in  the 
legislature  of  Virginia;  and  it  was  in 
the  same  }e;ir that  said  legislative  body 
authorized  the  location  of  a  town  at 
the  '^  Frdls  of  the  Ohio,"  which  ha, 
grown  into  the  city  of  Louisville  in  a 
little  more  than  a  hundred  years,  and 
which  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  close  of  its  lirst  centur}^ 
(in  iSSo)  numbered  by  actual  count, 
according  to  the  census  reports,  123,73?^ 
inhabitants. 

Several  i-.nportant  e\ents  niarked  the 
history  of  Kentucky  in  1780.  The 
first  was  the  invasion  01  tlie  country 
by  Col.  r.yrd.  a  liritish  officer,  with  a 
force  I'f  i)oo  men.  Caiuivliatis  and 
Indians.  They  marched  from  Detroit 
by  way  of  the  Miami  river,  and  follow- 
ing up  the  Licking  river,  after  crossing 
the  Ohio,  until  tliey  reached  Ruddel's 
Station  on  tlie  South  Fork  of  said 
stream,  which  being  indefensible  at 
the  time  was  surrendered  <»i  the  con- 
dition of   the  preservation  of  the  lives 
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of  the  captives,  which  was  done.  Col. 
Byrd  then  marclied  his  forces  five 
miles  further  to  Martin's  Station, 
which  was  also  surrendered  without  a 
contest,  capturing  extensive  spoils,  but 
killing  no  prisoners.  And  then  the 
enemy  returned  by  the  way  he  came. 

This  enterprizing  and  surfrizing  ex- 
ploit of  the  British  Colonel  roused  up 
the  unsuspecting  Kentuckians,  and  it 
was  not  long  until  a  large  force  was 
raised  to  retaliate,  a  measure  approved 
by  the  Governor  of  Virginia  (Thomas 
Jefferson),  who  thought  the  time  had 
fully  come   for  punishing  the    Indians 

the  Kentuckians  also  thought  were  in- 
conveniently near  neighbors,  and  this 
force  promptly  elected  Gen.  George 
Rogers  Clark  their  commai^der-iii- 
chief,  who  as  promptly  issued  march- 
ing orders. 

The  enemy  was  met  in  the  Miami 
and  Mad.  river  valleys,  and  a  well- 
fought  battle  ensued,  one  of  their 
chief  towns  (Piqua,  on  Mad  river)  was 
destroyed  and  never  rebuilt,  seventeen 
of  the  warriors  were  slain  at  the  expense 
of  about  as  many  lives  on  the  side  of 
the  Kentuckians,  and  a  number  ot  \il- 
tages  around  the  head  waters  of  the 
Miami  were  destroyed,  also  much  corn. 
The  chastisement  of  the  Indians  was 
severe,  and  sorely  felt,  and  for  a  time 
secured  quiet  and  peace  for  the  Ken- 
tucky  settlers. 

In  17S0,  Col.  Humphrey  Marshall. 
a  relative  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
emigrated  to    Ketitucky,  and  for   many 


years  cu-t  a  large  figure  there  as  a  pio- 
neer, politician,  statesman  and  iiisto- 
rian.  He  was  from  Virginia,  often  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  a  member 
of  the  Virginia  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion in'  17S8,  calloJ-io'  consider  the 
propriety  of  adopting  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  member 
of  the-JL/nited  States  Senate  from  1795 
to  iSoi,  being  e!ecj;.ed  over  John 
Breckejuliige.  In'i'SoS  he  had  a  quar- 
rel with-  Henry  Clay,  w^ich  ended  in 
a  duel.   _-- 

In  17,^1  the  Virginia  Legislature  sub- 
divided tfw  county  of  Kentucky  into 
lue  thre?;<:ounties  of  Jefferson,  Fayeite 
and  Lincoln,  Louisville  being  estab- 
lished as  the  county  seat  of  Jefferson 
county  ;  Lexington,  of  Fayette  county  ; 
and  I)an^ilte,  of  LlncoTii  connty.  By 
this  aat.of  the  Legislature  of  the  old 
mother  of  states  and  of  statesmen,  the 
county  of  Kentucky,  after.-an  existence 
of  five  years,  was  consigned  to  "the 
tomb  of  the  Capulets  "  and  county 
seat  as  well.  These  three  counties  con- 
stituted one  judicial  district,  and  Judge 
Harrj-  Innes  was  appointed  judge.  He 
was  a  gentleman  of  eminent  talents 
and  high  character.  Judge  Innes  was 
born  in  Caroline  county,  Virginia,  in 
175J,  early  entered  public  life,  and 
after  serving  some  years  as  judge,  hold- 
ing court  in  the  above  named  counties, 
he  served  as  attorney  general,  also 
mem'l')ef  of  the  board-^^'W-ar,  and  from 
1787  to  1S16  he  was  Judge  of  the 
United  States  District  Court  for  Ken- 
tucky.     He  died  in  i3i6. 

Col.    Richard   M.  Johnson  was  a   na- 
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live  of  Kentucky,  and  thus  far  has 
been  the  only  native  very  conspic- 
uously identified  with  early  time  Ken- 
tucky history,  of  whom  I  am  about  to 
give  an  extended  biographical  sketch. 
Col.  Johnson  was  born  at  liryant's  Sta- 
tion, October  17,  1781,  and  while  yet 
a  young  man,  became  prominently 
identified  with  the  political,  civil  and 
military  history  of  Kentucky.  He  was 
educated  at  Transylvania  University, 
became  a  lawyer,  and  as  early  as  1S05 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature.  He  served  in  Congress 
from  1S07  to  1819,  and  again  from 
1829  to  1837,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  United  States  Senate  from  1S19  to 
I S29,  .making  a  service  of  thirty-two 
years  in  the  two  houses  of  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  besides  presiding  in  the 
Senate  four  years,  from  1S37  to  1S41, 
as  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 
.\mong  the  most  prominent  and  popu- 
hir  measures  Col.  Johnson  advocated 
in  Congress  were  the  running  of  the 
United'States  mail  stages  on  Sundays, 
the  uGolishrnent  of  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  the  granting  of  liberal  pen- 
sions to  soldiers. 

Col.  Johnson  raised  a  cavalry  regi- 
ment of  Kentuckians  during  the  war  of 
181J,  and  distinguished  himself  as  its 
<ommander,  especially  at  the  battle  of 
tlie  Thames,  October  5,  1S13,  where 
he  had  a  hand  to  hand  liglit  with  Te- 
tumseh,  and  was  badly  wounded. 

Cen.  Joseph  Desha  was  a  soldier  and 
statesman,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
horn  in  1763,  emi;_;ratcd  to  Kentucky 
in  1781,  and   served   as   a  volunteer  in 


Gen.  Wayne's  army  in  1794.  He  was 
a  major-general  in  the  battle  of  the 
Thames,  served  in  Congress  from  1S07 
to  iSig,  and  was  governor  of  Kentucky 
from  1824  to  1S2S.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Georgetown.  Kentucky,  Oc- 
tober 13,  1S42. 

In  1782,  Hon.  John  Brown,  a  man 
of  great  ability,  who  had  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  under  Washington 
and  Lafayette,  left  his  native  state 
(Virginia)  and  emigrated  to  Kentucky. 
He  was  a  student  at  Princeton  College 
v.-hen  he  joined  the  army^  and  after- 
v.ards  completed  his  education  at  Wil- 
liam and  Mary.  He  located  as  a  lawyer 
at  Frankfort,  but  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky demanded  his  services,  and 
elected  him  and  Gen.  Green  Clay  the 
same  year  to  represent  their  interests 
in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  also 
elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress  of  1787-8,  and  of  the  Fed- 
eral Congress  of  1789-91,  and  a  United 
States  Senator  from  1793  to  1805,  and 
died  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  in  1S37. 
He  was  highly  honored  as  a  citizen, 
patriot  and  statesman. 

In  1782  Col.  James  Garrard,  born  in 
Stafford  county,  Virginia,. in  1749,  also 
settled  in  Kentucky.  He  was  an  officer 
of  the  Revolution  and  ser\-ed  in  the 
Virginia  legislature  and  that  of  his 
adopted  state,  after  Kentucky's  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  Col.  Garrard 
was  Governor  of  Kentucky  from  1796 
to  1S04,  was  a  man  of  high  character 
and  popular  with  the  people. 

In  1783  John  rilson,  a  professional 
teacher  from  Pennsvlvania,  located  in 
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Kentucky  and  became  its  first  histor- 
ian. He  was  born  near  the  Branily- 
wine,  about  1747,  and  for  a  few  years 
travelecT  extensively  in  the  ^Vest.  In 
17SS  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Matthias  Denman  and  Robert  Patter- 
son to  lay  out  a  town  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Ohio,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
l^icking  river,  but  before  it  was  ac- 
complished Filson  was  supposed  to 
have  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  and 
Israel  Ludlow,  one  of  Judge  Symnies' 
surveyors,  took  his  place  in  the  firm 
and  the  land  was  surveyed  into  l^ts, 
and  as  the  result  of  a  little  less  than  a 
century's  work,  there  exists  tlicre  now 
a  city  (Cincinnati)  of  more  tlian  a 
quarter  of  a  million  people. 

In  the*  year  1783  the  population  of 
Kentucky  was  ascertained  apj.iroxim- 
ately  to  be  about  twelve  thousaiul,  but 
the  increase  liad  been  so  great  that 
the  population  in  the  early  summer  of 
1784  was  confidently  placed  by  the 
best  authorities  at  twenty  thousand  ; 
and  at  the  close  of  tiie  year  at  thirty 
thousand.  During  this  year  Gen. 
Daniel  Brodhead  opened  a  store  at 
Louisville. 

In  17S4  Cul.  Richard  C.  .\nderson, 
a  sur\'eyor  in  the  interest  of  ihe  \'ir- 
ginia  Continental  Line,  0];cned  an 
office  at  Louisville  and  proceeded  to 
have  the  lands  sur\eyed  and  parcelled 
out  among  the  1 ,124  soldiers  of  said 
line,  two  and  one-half  millions  of 
acres  of  land  in  Keiiti'.cky  ha\  ing  been 
provided  for  said  purpose  by  the  Vir- 
ginia legislature.  .V  larger  tract  was 
dedicated  in  like  manner  to   a   class  of 


troops  known  as  the  State  Line,  being 
three  and  a  half  million  of  acres,  with 
the  proviso  that  if  the  good  lands  in 
Kentucky  proved  iiisafhcient  the  defic- 
iency was  to  be  supplied  by  lands  lying 
between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto 
rivers  north  of  the  Ohio,  known  ever 
since  as  the  Virginia  Military  Lands. 

In  17S4  Gen  Wilkinson  opened  a 
store  at  Lexington,  which  was  the 
second  in  the  then  three  counties  of 
wl-.at  is  now   Kentucky. 

Generals  T.rodhead  and  Wilkinson 
boili  had  some  military  reputation, 
but  were  not  to  a  great  extent  identi- 
fied with  the  military  history  of  Ken- 
tucky. Brodhead,  especially,  was  not. 
but  they  were  Kentucky's  earliest 
merchants.  The  former  lived  in  Penn-' 
sylvania  the  most  of  his  life  ;  the  latter 
was  born  in  Maryland. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary 'War,  Christopher  Greenup,  of 
Virginia,  in  which  he  had  served  both 
as  an  officer  and  in  the  ranks,  left  his 
native    state    and   cast   in   his    lot  with 


the  pe 


)f  Kentucky,  and  very 


that  were  more 
men  of  higher 
itopher  Greenup 
core  from  early 
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if  any,  located  there 
valuable  citizens  or 
ciiaraccer.  Col.  Chi 
was  patriotic  to  the 
manlviod  t  >  old  age, 
witll  the  people  of  Kentucky,  both  as  t 
lawyer  and  public  olilcer.  He  was  fre 
quently  a  legislator,  a  Presidentia 
elector  in  iSoy,  hail  served  in  C')n 
gress  from  ijy^  to  1797,  and  v/as  Gov 
ernor  of  Kentucky  from  1S04  to  1808 
He  died  at  Frankforr.  Kentucky,  Apri 
24.  iSiS. 
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Gen.  Charles  Scott  was  bcirn  in 
Cumberland  county,  Vir>;inia.  in  1733; 
was  in  Braddock's  defeat  in  1755; 
served  with  distinguished  bravery 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  W  ar  at 
Trenton,  Monmouth.  Stony  Point  and 
other  places,  and  in  17S5  he  settled  in 
Woodford  county,  Kentucky.  He 
served  as  the  commander  of  the  Ken- 
tucky troops  in  1791,  with  St.  Clair, 
and  !iad  led  earlier  in  the  year  an  inde- 
pendent expedition  to  the  Wabash 
against  hostile  Indians,  which  was  suc- 
cessful. Gen.  Scott  also  had  cum- 
niand  of  1,600  Kentucky  volunteers. 
in  Geii.  Wayne's  army  at  the  battle  of 
■'Fallen  Timbers"  in  August,  1794, 
and  acquiUed  himself  in  said  battle  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. Major-Gen.  Scott  had 
command  of  other  expeditions  against 
marauding  Indians,  and  was  eminently 
popular  in  Kentucky  and  also  stood 
high  with  President  Washington.  He 
was  a  Presidential  elector  at  Washing- 
ton's second  election  and  at  three  sub- 
sequent Presidential  elections.  In  1808 
Gen.  Scott  was  elected  Governor  of 
Kentucky,  and  served  until  1S12.  His 
death  occurred  in  1822,  aged  almost 
ninety  years. 

Col.  John  Hardin  was  one  of  Ken- 
tucky's immigrants  of  17S6.  He  was 
born  on  the  first  d;iy  (jf  October.  175.;, 
served  witli  distinction  in  the  Indian 
wars  ou  the  frontiers,  and  was  a  first 
class  liunter,  pioneer  and  soldier.  He 
was  an  officer  in  Morgan's  celebrated 
rille  regiment,  and'  cnniniaadcd  a  de- 
tachment uf    Kentuckiaus   under   Gen. 


Harmar,  on  the  Mauinee,  in  October. 
1790.  He  was  also  in  command  in  the 
Gen.  Scott  expedition  to  the  Wabash 
in  May,  1791.  Col.  Hardin  was  killed 
by  a  marauding  party  of  treacherous 
savages,  within  the  present  limits  of 
Hardin  county.  Ohio  (named  in  honor 
of  him),  in  1792.  He  was  on  a  mis- 
sion of  peace  to  the  Indians,  having  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  it  is  supposed  they 
murdered  him  to  get  his  horse  and 
equipments. 

Judge  Thomas  Todd,  a  revolutionary 
soldier  from  Virginia,  born  in  King  and 
Queen's  county,  January,  23,  1765. 
removed  to  Kentucky  in  1787,  and 
located  in  Danville — was  clerk  of  some 
courts  until  iSoi — served  as  judge  of 
several  state  courts  until  1S07,  when  he 
became  associate  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  serveil 
as  such  until  liis  death,  in  1826. 

Gen.  John  .-\dair,  born  in  Chester 
county.  South  Carolina,  in  175S,  emi- 
grated to  Kentucky  in  i  7S7.  and  served 
in  the  bortter  warfare  of  tlie  time  as  a 
major,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Kentucky  legislature,  and  was  chosen 
speaker.  He  was  also  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  constitutional  convention  of 
1799,  served  as  United  States  Senator 
in  iSo5-''i,  and  commanded  the  Ken- 
tucky troops  at  the  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans, in  1S15.  and  served  in  the  pop- 
ular branch  of  Congress  from  1S31  to 
1833.  Gen.  Adair  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fought  tlie  Indians  as  a  sub- 
ordinate officer  under  Gens.  St.  Clair. 
Wilkinson  and  Scott  in  1 791-3,  and 
was  Governor  of   Kentuckv  froni    r82c 
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to  ;S24.  He  also  served  as  aide  to 
Gen.  Shelby  nt  the  battle  of  the 
Thamps,  and  in  N<ivember,  1S14,  was 
made  a  Brigadier-Gen -ral  of  the  Ken- 
tucky militia.  Gen.  Adair  was  fond  of 
military  life,  enjoyed  the  "  pride,  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  glorious  war," 
was  patriotic  from  youth  to  old  age, 
and  always  a  gallant  soldier — a  brave 
mar.      He  died  in    1840. 

Gen.  Isaac  Shelby  was  born  in  the  state 
of  Maryland,  in  i75o,was-asurveyor,  and 
in  1774  he  wasa  lieutenantinacompany 
commanded  by  his  father,  Capt.  Evan 
Shelby,  in  the  battle  of  Point  Pleasant, 
fought  October  roth  of  said  year,  by 
Gen.  Andrew  Lewis,  who  commanded 
the  led  wing  of  Lord  Dunmore'sarmy, 
and  a  large  force  of  Indians  under 
Cornstalk,  who  fought  all  day,  but 
were  defeated.  The  youthful  lieu- 
tenant joined  the  Revolutionary  army 
early,  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy, 
theri  became  a  colonel,  and  as  such 
distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of 
King's  Mountain,  in  1780,  bydefeating 
the  British  Commander,  Major  Fergu- 
son. He  subsequently  served  under 
Gens.  Marion  and  Greene.  In  17  79  he 
was  a  member  of  the  legislature  of 
Virginia,  and  after  the  battleof  "King's 
Mountain  "  was  elected  twice  a 
member  of  the  North  Carolina  legis- 
lature (in  1781-S;),  which  bo'.ly  gave 
him  a  vote  of  thanks  and  a  sword,  on 
account  of  his  highly  meritorious  con- 
duct as  a  commander. 

In  17SS,  Gen.  Shelby,  the  hero  of 
"  King's  Mountain."  took  up  his  resi- 
desce   permanently   in    Kentucky,    set- 


tling in  ■  Lincoln  county.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  convention  in  1793, 
that  met  to  form  a  state  constitution, 
Congress  having  authorized  the  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky.  At  the  firbt  election  held 
for  state  officers,  Gen.  Isaac  Shelby 
was  elected  Governor  and  served  as 
such  from  1792  to  1796;  and  subse- 
quently served  as  Kentucky's  war 
governor,  from  1812  to  i3i6.  In  1813 
at  the  head  of  four  thousand 
men  from  Kentucky,  Gen.  Shelby 
joined  Gen.  Harrison  and  greatly  aided 
him  in  obtaining  the  grand  victory  of 
the  Thames,  and  for  his  bravery  and 
services  Congress  voted  him  a  gold 
medal.  His  son  James  served  as  Major 
with  great  credit.  I  have  already  stated 
how  gallantly  Col.  Richard  M.  John- 
son's regiment  (his  brother  James  be- 
ing second  in  command)  fought  to  ob- 
tain the  victory  at  the  Thames — it  was 
Kentucky  fighting  Tecumseh  and  his 
savages — and  the  Kentuckians  were 
victorious.  After  an  honorable,  manly 
career,  Cien.  Shelby  closed  his  long, 
useful  life,  in  Lincoln  county,  Ken- 
tucky, July  iS,   1S26. 

Judge  George  Nicholas  was  born  in 
Hanover,  Virginia,  was  educated  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  and  was 
closely  identified  with  the  Revolutionary 
wur,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  coun- 
cils of  \^irginia.  He  held  an  important 
military  office  in  the  army,  and  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  state  convention 
which  ratified  the  Federal  Constitution 
in  17SS.  Judge  Nicholas  was  often  a 
member  of  the  state  legislature,   and  it 
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was  said  its  most  influential  member. 
In  1790  he  settler)  in  Kentucky  and 
there  sooarose  tn  distinction.  In  1792 
lie  was  elected  a  member  of  the  state 
convention  which  formed  the  Constitu- 
tion, under  which  the  state  govern- 
ment went  into  operation,  and  Judge 
Nicholas  is  uniformaly  credited  with  its 
authorship.  He  was  chosen  the  first 
Attorney-General  of  the  state,  and  was 
a  lawyer  of  eminent  ability  and  learn- 
ing. As  a  statesman  Judge  Nicholas 
stood  tigh  both  in  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,  and  as  a  soldier  in  command 
of  a  regiment  Col.  Nicholas  -nns  1 
'•  man  of  mark."  ,  He  died  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1799. 

In  May,  17S0,  the  Virginia  legisla- 
ture adopted  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion having  in  vievv'  the  ultimate 
establishment  of  an  institution  of  learn- 
ing in  Kentucky;  and  it  seems  that 
to  this  proceeding  in  "the  long  ago," 
is  fairly  '  traceable  the  beginning  of 
Transylvania  University,  at  Lexington, 
Kentucky.  Gradually  and  slov/ly  this 
grand  enterprise,  in  the  Kentucky  wild- 
erness, gained  strength.  In  17S3, 
three  years  after  the  above  action  by  the 
Virginia  legislature,  in  behalf  of  educa- 
tional interests,  Jolm  Filson,  the  pro- 
les'ional  teaclu'r  from  the  East,  arri\ed 
at  Lexington  and  advertised  himself  as 
an  academy  teacher.  Of  course  Trans,- 
vania's  growth  from  its  very  small 
beginnings  must  have  been  exceedingly 
slow  at  first,  but  it  seems  to  have  been 
fast  enough  to  require  a  president  at 
least  as  tarly  as  i  794,  for  it  was  in  that 
year  that   Judge    Harry   Toulmin    was 


chosen  and  he  served  as  such  two  years 

when  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  State, 
and  continued  therein  from  1796  to 
1804.  lie  was  an  eminent  jurist,  and 
wrote  a  number  of  law  books  ;  also  a 
••  Description  of  Kentucky." 

John  Breckinridge,  John  J.  Critten- 
den, Thomas  Metcalf,  George  M.  Bibb, 
Benjamin  Hardin,  John  Rowan,  John 
Chambers,  Robert  Wickiiffe,  Charles 
A.  Wickliffe,  Robert  Trimble,  Charles 
Scott  Todd,  John  Pope,  Buckner 
Thurston,  John  Breathitt,  William 
T.  Barry,  William  \.  Trimble  and 
Henry  Clay  were  Kentucky  gentle- 
men of  talents  and  great  promise,  but 
most  if  not  all  of  them  were  yet  in 
early  manhood  and  did  not  fully  enter 
into  political  life  until  after  the  closing 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century;  and 
if  some  of  them  had  barely  commenced 
their  public  career  before  the  nine- 
teenth century  had  well  opened  upon 
them,  they  had  not  become  "  much 
known  to  fame."  That  being  the  fact, 
these  gentlemen-statesmen — some  of 
them  soldier-statesmen,  too — will  have 
no  further  notice  in  this  paper,  as  it 
is  devoted  to  the  Kentucky  history,  the 
Kentucky  pioneers,  the  Kentucky 
soldiers  and  statesmen  of  the  last  fifty 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century;  to 
what  relates  to  Kentucky  from  1750  to 
[800. 

.\  word  now  in  conclusion.  The 
latter  half  of  the  period  of  Kentucky's 
history  to  which  this  paper  is  devoted 
may  well  be  regarded  as  the  hemic  a^^e 
of  Kentucky. 

Where  did  ever  a  more  stalwart  race 
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of  mea,  brave-  S(3ldiers.  purer  patriots, 
more  meritorious  pioneers,  men  and 
women,  maintain  their  right  to  life 
and  liberty  with  greater  fortitude,  with 
more  unyielding  determination,  w'th 
more  unflagging  perseverance,  with 
more  unfaltering  firmness,  with  more 
heroic  bravery  contend  for  the  right  to 
occupy  the  soil  against  a  foe  so  wily,  so 
treacherous,  so  cruel,  so  savage,  so 
unrelenting,  as  did  the  "hunters  of 
Kentucky  " — the  occupants  of  the 
•'dark  and  bloody  ground  "  during  the 
last  twenty-five  years  of  the  eighteenth 
century?  Did  any  people  ever  display 
a  higher  order  of  courage,  of  patriot- 
ism, of  bravery,  of  the  higher,-  the 
manly  virtues,  during  the  incipient 
stages  of   a  country's  settlement,  daily 


liable  to  hostile,  murderous  attacks 
from  an  enemy,  ever  vigilant,  who  was 
without  mercy  to  man,  woman,  or  help- 
less infancy,  than  did  the  people  of 
wlicjm  I  have  been  writing? 

And  now  once  more  in  conclusicm. 
And  I  conclude  in  the  eloquent  lan- 
guage of  one  (Thomas  Corwin)  now  no 
more; 

"  If  any  community  of  people  have 
li\ed,  since  the  dispersion  on  the  plains 
of  Shinar,  to  this  day,  who  were  liter- 
ally cradled  in  war,  it  is  to  be  found 
in  the  state  of  Kentucky.  The  Indians' 
path  of  incursion  in  the  West  was 
moistened  with  Kentucky  blood — our 
battlefields  are  white  with  Kentucky 
bones." 

Is.4..-\c   Smucker. 


REMINISCENCES    OF    THE    THIRTY-SIXTH    AND  THIRTY-SEVENTH 
■■■'■■  ■  ■■  ■  CONGRESSES.  '    . 


.:  BY    JOHN    HUTCHINS.    OF    THK    Tl!! 

IV 
Mr.  Corwin  referred  to  Gov.  Sew- 
ard as  follows  :  •'Now  do  you  suppose 
that  any  Republican  does  not  under- 
stand the  attitude  of  Gov.  Seward  on 
this  OjUestion?  Does  an \  body  believe 
that  Gov.  Seward  does  not  understand 
the  Constitution?  When  he  said  free- 
dom, as  he  called  it,  would  invade  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  does  anybody 
suppose  that  he  had  the  slightest  idea, 
as  he  spoke  to  a  listening  Senate,  that 
there  would  be  an  arriu-d  iava.ion? 
Certainly  not.      I  do  not  come    here    to 
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defend  Gov.  Seward— he  will  soon  be 
with  us  to  do  that  much  better  than  I 
can.  I  am  not  his  attorney-at-law  but 
t  do  not  know  how  soon  I  shall  be 
charged  with  complicity  with  John 
Brown.  (Laughter.)  I  think  there- 
fore that  a  selfish  motive  operates  with 
me  at  this  time." 

Mr.  Thomas  B.  Davidson  of  Louisi- 
ana, suggested  that  if  Mr.  Corwin  de- 
sired to  continue  his  remarks  he  would 
move  an   adjournment. 

Mr.    Gartreli  of   Georgia,   suggested 
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that  a  grt-at  many  on  this  side  (Derno- 
<--itic)  of  the  Hou.c  wished  to  c^tc- 
cliize  the  gentleman,  and  he  hoped  he 
vvotdd  allow  an  adjournment,  but  Mr. 
Corwin  preferred  to  go  on.  The  num- 
erous questions  put  to  him  were  all 
answered. 

Mr.  Corwin  preferred  the  Fugitive 
Slave  law  of  1793  to  the  law  of  1S50. 
Mr.  Cox  of  Ohio,  then  put  to  him  this 
((uestion:  "Then  you  do  not  agree 
with  Mr.  Webster,  who  said  this  is  a 
better  law?" 

Mr.  Corv/in:  "If  Mr.  Webster  said 
so.  I  think  he  was  mistaken.  He  was 
a  smart  man,  but  he  might  have  erred 
on  that  point." 

Mr.  I>arksdale  of  Mississippi,  put 
this  question:  "Does  the  gentleman 
represent  himself  as  the  embodiment 
of  the  Republican   party?" 

Mr.  Corwin:  "I  am  of  the  respect- 
:ib!e  portion  of  it." 

There  is  one  matter  brought  out  in 
(he  answer  of  Mr.  Convin  to  questions 
put  to  him  by  members,  which  is 
worthy  of  mention,  and  every  person 
(if  political  experience  will  understand 
the  truth  of  the  answer.  Mr.  Corwin 
had  admitted  in  reply  to  a  question 
tliat,  as  a  member  of  President  Fill- 
more's cabinet,  he  advised  the  Presi- 
dent to  sign  the  Fugitive  Slave  law 
"f  1S50,  although  he  did  not  like  it  in 
;ill  respects.  There  was  a  Republican 
<  onvention  in  Ohio,  of  which  Mr.  Cor- 
ivin  was  a  member  and  on  the  Com- 
Miittee  on  Resolutions.  .Mr.  Cox  had 
read  one  of  the  resolutions  passed,  in 
these  words  : 


"Rcsolve<l,  That  proclainung  our 
determination  rigidly  to  respect  the 
constituMonal  obligation  imposed  upon 
the  state  by  the  Federal  compact,  we 
maintain  the  union  of  the  states,  the 
rights  of  the  states  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people;  and  in  order  to  attain 
these  important  ends,  we  demand  the 
repeal  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of 
1850,  as  it  is  subversion  of  both  the 
rights  of  the  states  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  and  is  contrary  to  the 
plainest  duties  of  humanity  and  justice 
and  abhorrent  to  the  moral  sense  of 
the  civilized  world." 

Mr.  Corw'n  had  voted  against  this 
resolution,  in  committee,  but  there 
was  no  opposition  to  it  in  the  conven- 
tion. 

Mr.  Curry  of  Alabama,  put  to  Mr. 
Corwin  a  question  of  this  purport: 
"What  'was  the  vote  of  the  conven- 
tion on  this  resolution  when  it  was 
adopted?" 

Mr.  Corwin:  "I  do  not  think  there 
were  twenty  men  in  the  convention 
who  knew  what  was  in  the  resolu- 
tion." 

Mr.  Curry:    "That  is  very  strange." 

Mr.  Corwin:  "Oh.  nol  They  had 
every  confidence  in  me."  (Laughter 
and  applause.) 

Mr.  Corwin  then  said:  "Well,  as  I 
have  said,  the  resolution  referred  to 
appeared  to  pass.  I  am  speaking  what 
I  know.  We  were  in  a  great  hurry. 
As  to  that  tact  about  that  law  being 
subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  state,  I 
do  not  believe  it,  and  so  stated  every- 
where.     The  resolution  was    passed    in 
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a  great  hurry.  It  was  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  a  very  warm  day.  and  the 
meeting  took  place  in  a  very  warm 
room.  The  resolutions  were  taken 
into  the  convention  after  candles  were 
lighted.  There  were  seated  two  or 
three  hundred  men  with  fans,  and 
panting  like  rats  in  an  exhausted  re- 
ceiver (Laughter.) — And  the  whole  of 
the  resolutions  were  read  by  you,  sir, 
— Mr.  Bingham,  a  gentleman,  with  his 
usual  modesty,  spoke  in  a  low  toi  e 
(Laughter.)  The  members  really  did 
not  know  what  they  were  passing.  So 
then  they  should  not  be  taken  as  the 
deliberaie  judgment  of  that  convention. 
I  dare  say  that  in  the  South  the  thing 
would  be  more  carefully  done.  AVhat- 
ever  was  read  or  published,  the  people 
of  the  state  of  Ohio  have  their  own 
opinion,  and  if  they  do  not  like  a  phit- 
form  they  will  vote  for  the  men  they 
prefer,  without  reference  to  platfunn." 
Mr.'  "Barksdale:  •'  Did  any  portion 
of  the  Republican  party  repudiate  that 
platform?" 

Mr.  Corwin:  '■  Ves  sir;  one  of  their 
great  leaders.  (Laughter  and  ap- 
plause.) I  did  repudiate  everywhere 
that  part  of  it." 

Mr.  Barksdale:  ••  Were  the  resolu- 
tions accepted  or  rejected  by  the  Re- 
publican party?" 

Mr.  Corwin:  "  They  u-ere accepted  by 
the  convention,  but  I  do  \erily  belie\e 
the  great  mass  of  that  party  would  not 
agree  to  the  terms  of  that  resi^ihitioti, 
though  I  and  many  <jthers  think  the 
law  should  be  amendtd.  Hut  the)  did 
not    indorse    with    full    knowledge   the 


terms  of  that  resolution.  (Laughter.) 
Like  Helper's  book,  they  did  not 
know  what  was  in  them."  (Renewed 
laughter. j 

There  w-as  a  pleasant  vein  of  irony 
in  this  answer  of  Mr.  Corwin  which  a 
large  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
House  duly  appreciated,  especially 
his  reference  to  Mr.  Ilingham,  his  col- 
league. Mr.  I'lingham  was  one  of  the 
best  orators  in  tlie  House,  and  his  dis- 
tinctness of  articulation  and  power  of 
voice  were  such  that  he  could  be  heard 
all  over  any  ordinary  sized  public  hall. 
Mr.  Corwin  in  this  answer  also  truly 
described  the  usual  manner  of  business 
in  state  and  national  political  conven- 
tions. The  order  of  business  is  first, 
the  appointment  of  committees,  among 
which  is  a  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
which  is  the  platform  committee,  and 
representative  men  from  each  state  or 
county,  if  it  is  a  state  con\ention,  are 
named  as  mendjers  of  this  committee. 
Resolutions  are  prepared  generally  be- 
fore the  assembling  of  the  convention 
by  the  members  of  the  committee  and 
others.  They  then  deliberate  upon 
the  matter,  and  by  a  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  committee  a  platform  is  adopted. 
Of  course  there  is  seldom  unanimity  in 
human  affairs.  And  this  platform  the 
chairman  is  instructed  to  report  to  'the 
convention.  This  is  generally  done 
late,  and  when  the  convention  is  about 
ready  to  adjourn.  A  vote  is  taken  and 
the  resolutions  as  a  whole  are  adopted 
with  expressions  of  applause.  The 
platform  may  be  regarded  as  the  ex- 
pression of  a  majority  of  the  conven- 
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tion.  i-int  many  indcpciuiont  intelli- 
);cnt  nicu  in  any  party  are  compelled  to 
do,  as  Horace  Greeley  did.  when  l!ie 
Whig  convention  nominated  Gen.  Tay- 
lor for  President,  "  sjjit  upon  the  plat- 
form "  and  vote  tor  the  candidate 
nominated. 

Here  is  a  brief  e.Ktract  from  the  perora- 
tion of  Mr.  Corwin's  conciliatory  speecli: 
"  We  have  no  occasion  to  quarrel  over 
this  subject,  if  we  only  knew  each 
other's  hearts.  .Men  talk  of  the  rights 
of  the  .\orth  and  of  the  rights  of  the 
South.  It  will  not  do  to  consider  the 
subject  in  that  light.  I  know  that  the 
people  of  the  South  do  really  belie%e 
that  there  is  a  combination  of  politi- 
cians at*tlie  North  to  take  away  from 
them  some  right  which  they  ha\e 
under  the  Constitution.  How  can  that 
happen  ? 

"  I  know  that  a  Liucstion  of  policy 
may  be  decided  wrong,  but  I  also 
know  that  no  constitutional  right  which 
the  South  has  can  be  taken  from  her. 
{f  the  co.nstitiitional  right  of  any  citizen 
is  jeopordi/.cd,  he  can  bring  the  ques- 
from  a  state  court  to  a  Federal  court 
here.  In  iS,;2  there  was  a  dispute  in 
South  Carolina  about  the  constitution- 
ality of  duties  levied  on  foreign  goods. 
The  people  of  that  state  thought  that 
the  law  was  unconstitutional,  and  the 
state  court,  I  believe,  decided  that  it 
was.  That  was  a  more  dangerous  crisis 
than  any  we  can  conjure  up  by  these 
fabulous  spectres  which  we  invoke 
now  ....  I  sti])pose  we  nuHt 
organize  the  House  in  some  way  or 
other,  and    reallv   it  seems   to   rne   that 


what  we  c:i!l  this  preliminar)  discus- 
sion is  somewhat  out  of  jjlare.  Let  us 
remember  we  have  work  to  do.  When 
the  House  is  organized  we  tan  discuss 
these  cpiestions  in  a  legitimate  way, 
and  when  we  can  consider  our  ways.  I 
should  esteem  him  the  best  friend  I 
have  on  the  face  of  the  earth  who  will 
satisfy  me  that  the  doctrines  which  [ 
hold  on  these  subjects  are  wrong.  I 
should  like  now  to  move  to  lay  this 
whole  subject  on  the  table." 

Mr.  Samuel  S.  Co,x,  then  of  Ohio, 
but  now  a  resident  of  New  York  City, 
obtained  the  floor  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Corwin. 

A  few  quotations  from  Mr.  Cox's 
able  speech  (for  Mr.  Cox  is  able,  elo- 
quent and  witty),  in  connection  with 
those  taken  of  Mr.  Corwin's,  will  ex- 
plain the  state  of  political  feelings  then 
existing  in  Ohio,  and  will  explain  also 
the  excitement  at  the  Cleveland  meet- 
ing referred  to,  numerously  attended 
by  the  people  of  the  Western  Reser\e, 
one  of  whom  was  the  author  of  these 
reminiscences. 

It  may  be  stated  here,  that  the  quo- 
tations given  are  all  taken  from  the 
Coiigrrssi.'/ml  (7/o/u-.  Parti.,  First  Ses- 
sion of  the  Thirty-sixth  Congress.  1859 
and  1S60. 

Mr.  Cox  commenced  his  speech  as 
follows  :  ■•  Mr.  Clerk,  1  wish  that 
some  other  ineinber  from  the  state  fron> 
which  I  come  would  answer  the  very 
facetious  and  sophistical  argument  of 
niy  colle.igue  from  the  dinrrict  near  my 
own.  1  do  not  think  that  he  dirfers  so 
nmch    from    the    Democratic    party    as 
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perhaps  his  position  here  ii;ii,lit  lead  us 
to  believe.  But  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  massed  of  the  Republican  party  in 
the  state  of  Ohio  approve  of  his  senti- 
ments here  enunciated.  I  have  always 
thought  in  my  own  mind,  th.at  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman — and  I  have  al- 
ways quietl}-  given  him  credit  for  it — 
went  into  the  Republican  party  with 
his  national  sentiment  for  the  purpose 
of  breaking  down  its  sectionalism  and 
destroying  its  distinctive  features.  But 
his  speech  to-day  ought  not  go  to  the 
country  without  some  response  from  a 
Democratic  member  from  his  own  state. 
This  response  I  will  endeavor  to  give 
without  premeditation  or  preparation. 

"  Mr.  Clerk,  it  seems  to  me  per- 
haps, as  tlie  nominee  jjresented  by  the 
Republican  party  for  Speaker,  is  a  Re- 
publican from  the  state  of  Ohio  ;  that 
the  politics  of  the  Republican  party  of 
that  state. of  which  he  is  an  exponent, 
should  be  discussed.  I  am  ready  to 
say  here,  that  that  nominee  is  per- 
sonally as  jinexceptionable  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  Ohio,  as  any  man  of 
the  other  side,  unless  it  be  my  friend 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat — Mr.  Cor*- 
win." 

Mr.  Cox  denied  in  substance  tliat 
Mr.  Corwin  embodied  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party  or  that  he 
spoke  for  the  organization  in  Ohio,  anfl 
then  said,  "  1  will  show  you  before  I 
sit  down  that  that  organization  is  one 
subversive  of  the  Constitution,  one  that 
strikes  down  the  judges  of  the  state  for 
daring  to  sustain  the  Constitution." 

Mr.  Cox    made  other   remarks  about 


Ohio  Republicai;  politics  not  very  flat- 
tering, and  then  said,  "  I  want  the 
country  to  understand  the  lawless  anil 
orderless  character  of  that  organiza- 
tion." He  then  gave  an  account  of 
what  is  known  in  Ohio  as  the  •'  Ober- 
li'i  Rescue  Case."  These  are  the  ma- 
terial facts  in  that  case  : 

A  slave  had  escaped  from  Kentucky 
and  was  found  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Oberlin.  Plis  owner  went  before  a 
United  States  commissioner  and  ob- 
tained a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  his 
slave,  and  after  his  arrest.  Plumb, 
Peck  and  others  rescued  him  from  the 
commissioner.  The  United  States  of- 
ficer went  to  the  United  States  Court 
at  Cleveland,  and  had  the  rescuers  in- 
dicted, and  they  were  tried  and  con- 
victed. 

It  was  claimed  by  many  that  the  law 
was  unconstitutional,  and  the  rescuers 
appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
state  to  be  released,  claiming  that  the 
law  was  unconstitutional,  and  there- 
fore they  were  unlawfully  imprisoned. 
The  case  was  tried  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  at  Columbus,  and 
b\-  a  majority  of  the  court  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  law  was  constitutional, 
a!id  thus  ended  the  effort  to  release  the 
prisoners,  who  had  been  convicted. 
Judge  Swan  delivered  the  opinion  t)f 
ihc  court,  and  it  was  claimed  by  Mr. 
Cox  that  he  was  not  renominated  by 
the  Republican  convention  because  of 
that  decision.  Mr.  Cox  also  claimed 
that  the  Abolitionists  of  the  Western 
Reserve  controlled  the  Republican  party 
of  Ohio,  and  th.en  he  gave  a  description 
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of  the  public  meeting  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Corwin,  held  at  Cleveland.  Brief 
extracts  are  here  made  from  his  speech 
descriptive  of  this  meeting.  '■'  First 
marched  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  with  Mr. 
Giddings,  who  upon  this  floor  an- 
nounced himself  in  favor  of  a  servile 
insurrection,  as  I  will  conclusively 
show,  notwithstanding  the  disclaimer 
of  his  successor — Mr.  Hutchins.  They 
marched  through  the  streets  with  ban- 
ners which  were  revolutionary  against 
the  Federal  Government,  and  which 
bore  emblems  which  found  their  out- 
crop at  Harper's  Ferry.  One  banner 
is  noticeable  ;  on  one  side  of  it  is 
written  : 

ASHTABULA. 
Regnante  Populo. 
On  the  other  : 

SONS  OF  LIBERTY,   1769. 

Down    witfi    the    St.^mp    Act. 
1S59. 

Down  with  the  Fugitive  Act. 

•'  They  marched  through  the  streets 
to  the  music  of  the  old  Revolutionary 
song,  the  Marseilles  hymn,  that 
glorious  inspiration  of  democracy; 
that  defiance,  not  against  constitutional 
liberty,  but  against  despotic  Kingcraft. 
[  have  understood  that  these  Sons  of 
Liberty  and  the  students  from  Oberlin 
sung  it  in  French.  Now  you  know  our 
friends  from  New  England,  who  made 
up  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  have  a  nasal 
twang,  peculiar  to  their  singing,  and 
the  French  language  has  the  same 
nasal"  peculiarity,  and  when  the  two 
were  combined  they  produced  the  most 


thrilling  effect  in  the  streets  of  Cleve- 
land. (Laughter).  Au.\  amies  cito- 
zens  !  Forme?;  battalions  !  (Great 
laughter).  .  .  Yesterday  while  the 
gentlemen  frojn  Tennessee  (Mr.  Nel- 
son) was  addressing  the  House  in  one 
of  these  Union  strains,  in  order  to  show 
up  the  disunionists,  he  quotes  from  the 
famous  or  infamous  Giddings  appeal 
in  favor  of  servile  insurrection  and  of 
which  the  Harper's  Ferry  affair  is  the 
legitimate  fruit.  But  the  successor  of 
Mr.  Giddings  arose  and  denied  that 
that  gentlemen  ever  uttered  such  a 
statement  upon  this  floor,  and  I  have 
recently  seen  that  the  'yournal  of  Com- 
merce has  been  compelled  to  take  back 
that  sentiment,  in  consequence  of  the 
denial  of  ^Ir.  Giddings." 

Mr.  Co.\  then  caused  to  be  read  from 
the  Congressional  Globe  of  the  first 
session  of  the  Thirty-third  Congress  an 
extract  from  a  speech  made  by  Mr. 
Giddings. 

Mr.  Hutchins  then  stated  that  the 
extract  read  was  not  the  one  quoted  by- 
Mr.  Nelson,  but  Mr.  Cox  claimed  it 
was  the  same  in  spirit. 

Here  a  spicy  colloquy  occurred  among 
Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Bingham  and  Mr.  Cor- 
win, Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  .\shley. 
during  which  Mr.  Cox  asked  Mr.  Sher- 
man whether  or  not  he  believed  in  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law. 

Mr.  Sherman  refused  to  answer. 

.Mr.  Cox  continued  his  speech  at 
great  length;  a  short  quotation  from  the 
closing  part  of  it  will  be  here  given  : 

"There  is  a  sentiment  in  the  North- 
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west  which  cannot  aiu!  will  not  listen 
to  a  disunion  sentiment.  I  regret  to 
hear  upon  this  side  of  the  chamber  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union  spoken  of  as 
a  contingency,  f  wish  to  say  in  be- 
half of  the  national  Democrats  of  Ohio, 
that  with  them  there  is  no  such  word 
as  that  rung  in  our  ears  by  Southern 
gentlemen — dissolution  of  the  Union 
per  se.  We  know  no  dissolution  per 
se.  We  have  no  dead  or  living  lan- 
guage to  phrase  such  sentiments.  We 
are  for  the  Constitution  and  for  the 
Union.  We  have  no  language  to  ex- 
press anything  with  respect  to  break- 
ing -these  ties,  so  eloquently  ex- 
pressed by  my  friend  (Mr.  Corwinj, 
which  bind^us  together.  .  .  We  of 
the  Northwest  have  no  affinity  with  any 
one  who  utters  the  cry  of  disunion 
whether  from  the  North  or  South, 
whether  it  comes  per  se  ox  per  anything 
else.  .  .  There  remains  in  the  North- 
west the  ready  love,  the  unselfish  de- 
votion 'and  the  patriotic  zeal  which  is 
quick  to  hail  the  music  of  the  Union 
as  the  harbinger  of  our  safety  and  re- 
pose." 

The  House  adjourned  on  the  con- 
clusion of  Mr.  Cox's  speech. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Illinois,  when  the 
House  met  December  9th.  caused  to  be 
read  from  the  New  York  Tribune  a  let- 
ter from  Horace  Greeley  denying  the 
charge  made  by  Mr.  Kellogg.  .Mostof 
the  day  was  taken  up  in  the  discussion 
©f  Mr.  Kellogg's  charge  and  other  mat- 
ters were  talked  about,  but  Helper's 
•'  Impending  Crisis  "  would  get  in,  not- 
withstanding the  efforts  made  to  keep  it 


out.  There  was  an  angry  war  of  words 
between  Mr.  Logan  and  Mr.  Kellogg, 
which  is  described  in  the  Globe  as  fol- 
lows : 

■'Here  Mr.  Kellogg  advanced  in  a 
threatening  attitute  towards  Mr.  Logan. 
They  were  with  some  difficulty  kept 
apart  by  members  surrounding  them, 
in  the  midst  of  the  utmost  confusion 
and  disorder.  Several  members  rose 
to  questions  of  order,  but  the  Clerk  re- 
fused to  entertain  the  question  of  order, 
or  to  listen  to  any  debate  until  the 
House  came  to  order."  After  order 
was  restored,  Mr.  Logan  yielded  the 
lloor  to  Mr.  Miles  Taylor,  of  Louisiana, 
an  estimable  gentleman,  whd  com- 
manded the  respect  of  all  parties.  Mr. 
Taylor  said  :  •■  I  suggest  to  this  Mouse 
that  it  is  time  that  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedings which  has  been  entertained 
should  cease.  (Cries  of  "That  is 
right !"  from  the  Republican  benches;. 
The  time  has  arrived  when  this  species 
of  discussion,  which  can  tend  to  nothing 
but  excitement  and  personal  irritation 
should  be  terminated.  Allow  me  to 
say  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  should  now  proceeil. 
quietly  and  with  dignity,  to  ,vote  until 
we  have  effected  an  organization,  in 
order  that  there  may  be  some  person 
clothed  with  the  authority  which  is 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  order 
and  decorum  amongst  us.  For  myself. 
Mr.  Clerk,  my  feelings  are  as  stron^^dy 
enlisted  in  the  various  questions  that 
may  be  agitated  here  as  those  of  any 
other  member  un  this  lloor.  Now. 

we  are  a  mere  unorganized    assemblage 
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of  persons  without  there  being  one 
single  individual  possessed  of  anypower 
that  can  contribute  to  the  preservation 
of  order,  or  without  any  member  having 
a  right  to  carry  on  a  proper  and  fair 
discussion." 

This  excellent  advice  of  Mr.  Taylor 
was  not  heeded  and  Harper's  Ferry, 
Helper's  book  and  the  Fugitive  Slave 
law  received  due  attention.  Extracts 
from  these  speeches  by  leading  men 
will  be  given  to  show  the  temper  of  the 
times,  the  opinions  of  men  at  that 
time  lionestly  entertained  no  doubt, 
but  since  materially  changed  by  ''the 
whirligig  of  time." 

Mr.  John  .\.  Logan  of  Illinois,  ob- 
tained the  floor  and  made  a  vigorous 
speech  from  his  political  standpoint. 
Here  are  a  few  extracts  : 

'*  Sir,  are  there  not  hundreds  and 
iiundreds  of  fugitive  slaves  passing 
through  Ohio  and  Illinois  and  the 
great  northwestern  states,  who  belong 
to  the  constituency  of  those  people 
liere  representing  the  Southern  states 
on  this  side  of  the  House?  Why  is  it. 
if  you  are  good  Constitution-loving 
citizens,  loyal  to  the  Constitution,  if 
you  love  the  Union  and  lo'.e  tlie  Con- 
^titution,  why  is  it.  I  say,  that  you  will 
not  do  justice  to  these  men  by  taking 
these  fugitives  and  returning  them  to 
their  masters,  as  the  Constitution  and 
statutes  of  the  country  require? 

''  Why,  gentlemen,  do  you  not  do  it? 

.Vet    you   say     "Oh.   we    will    take    no 

right  from   you  Southfrn  men    tliat  you 

are  entitled  to  under  the  Constitution.' 

F-very  fugitive  that  has  been  arrested  in 


Illinois  or  in  any  of  the  Western  states 
(and  I  call  Illinois  a  Western  stale,  for 
I  am  ashamed  longer  to  call  it  a  North- 
ern state)  has  been  made  by  Demo- 
crats. In  Illinois  tlie  Democrats  have 
all  that  work  to  do.  Vou  call  it  the 
dirty  virork  of  tlie  Democratic  party  to 
catch  fugitive  slaves  for  the  Southern 
people.  We  are  willing  to  perform 
that  dirty  work.  I  do  not  consider  it 
disgraceful  to  perform  any  work,  dirty 
or  not  dirty,  which  is  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  and  the  Constitution." 

In  reply  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Ras- 
kins of  New  York,  of  the  following 
purport,  that  if  the  Charleston  Con- 
vention should  adopt  a  platform  in 
opposition  to  the  views  of  Judge 
Douglas  published  in  a  magazine  ar- 
ticle, and  should  indorse  the  present 
administration,  would  he  then  support 
the  nominee  of  that  convention,  Mr. 
Logan  answered  in  substance:  "  I  am 
nov."  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age. 
I  was  born  a  Democrat  and  have  always 
had  confidence  in  Democratic  conven- 
tions and  I  will  vote  for  the  nominee  of 
that  convention." 

.Mr.  Raskins  then  explained  his  posi- 
tion as  an  Independent  .^nti-Lccomp- 
ton  Democrat  in  reply  to  a  ciuestion 
from  a  Democrat  whether  he  would 
vote  for  a  Repui)lican  Speaker,  that  he 
would  not  vote  for  any  gentleman  who 
sustained  the  Lecompton  policy  of  this 
Administration,  but  would  vote  for  any 
gentleman  on  the  Republican  side  of 
the  House  who  cunie  nearest  his  (Has- 
kiii's)  platform. 

Mr.  I.o-aa  then  >aiil  :    •■  kW  I  have  to 
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say  in  reply  is.  that  I  came  here  as  a 
Democrat  and  I  expect  to  support  a 
Democrat."  I  may  have  differed  with 
gentleman  upon  this  side  of  the  House 
in  reference  to  issues  that  are  passed, 
but  God  knows  that  I  have  differed 
from  the  other  side  from  my  cliildhood, 
and  with  that  side  I  will  never  affiliate 
so  long  as  I  have  breath  in   my  body." 

Mr.  Logan  in  his  speech  referred  to 
the  fact  that  Judge  Douglas  had  stood 
by  the  South  in  1S50  in  the  enactment 
of  the  Fugitive  Slave  law  "and  when 
he  returned  to  Chicago  he  was  not 
allowed  to  address  his  fellow-citi?.ens  to 
show  that  the  South  had  a  right,  under 
the  Constitution,  to  have  such  a  law. 
And  he  had  referred  also  to  his  agency, 
in  1850,  in  the  pas.sage  of  the  Kansas — 
Nebraska  bill.".  "Yet,"  he  said, 
•■  some  of  these  Southern  men,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  received  this  accusation 
against  Judge  Douglas  with  smiles  and 
applause.'" 

The  confusion  and  disorder  in  the 
House  will  appear  plain  to  those  who 
did  not  witness  it,  by  a  reference  to  the 
fact  which  the  official  record  shows. 
At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Cox's  speech, 
Decembers,  Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio  ob- 
tined  the  floor,  when  the  House  ad- 
journed, with  a  view  to  reply  to  Mr. 
Cox. 

The  possession  of  the  floor  at  the 
time  of  adjournment  gives  the  right  to 
it  when  the  House  meets  pursuant  to 
adjournment.  Mr.  Stanton,  therefore, 
technically  had  the  floor,  till  he  yielded 
it  to  Mr.  Curry  of  .\labama,  on  the 
loth;    but  literally  he  was   floored  dur- 


ing nil  that  time,  as  thirteen  closely 
printed,  three-column  pages  in  the 
official  record   of   speeches,  will  show. 

Mr.  Stanton  was  a  lawyer,  an  able 
debater,  a  conservative  Republican, 
and  as  well  qualified  as  any  Republican 
in  the  House  from  Ohio  to  reply  to 
Mr.  Cox.  Mr.  Stanton,  like  a  majority 
of  Republicans,  was  not  disposed  to 
continue  the  debate,  which  had  been 
thrust  upon  the  House  till  the  election 
of  Speaker,  and  so  long  as  the  House 
was  willing  to  ballot  he  was  disposed 
to  forego  his  privilege  of  the  floor  and 
he  stated  his  position  clearly  as  will 
appear  by  a  brief  extract  from  the 
GM>L-. 

Mr.  Stanton,  "  I  had  not  intended 
to  claim  the  attention  of  the  House 
at  all  until  it  had  been  organized  by 
the  election  of  Speaker,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  remarks  of  my  colleague 
yesterday  (Mr.  Cox.)  And  now 
although  I  desire  to  avail  myself  of  this 
or  some  other  early  opportunity  to 
reply  to  those  remarks,  I  desire  to  say 
now  to  the  House,  that  if  they  desire 
to  proceed  to  the  eleGtio»of  a  Speaker, 
I  will  forego  making  the  remarks  I  in- 
tended to  make  upon  this  occasion, 
and  allow  the  House  to  vote  as  long  as 
it  chooses,  with  the  distinct  under- 
standing tl\at  when  the  House  will  vote 
no  longer  and  desire  to  renew  the  dis- 
cussion. I  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
floor," 

The  thii-d  ballot  for  Speaker  was 
then  had  and  resulted  substantially  as 
the  second. 

\t    the    announcement  of  the  ballot 
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Mr.  Hickman,  of  P.jnrpylvania,  intro- 
duced the  followiiii;  .esolution  :  ••  Re- 
solved, That  th.e  House  will  proced 
immeSiatcIy  to  the  fiction  of  S])eaker, 
vira  voa-  :  and  if  the  rnll  shall  have 
been  called  three  times  and  no  member 
shall  liave  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast,  the  roll  shall  again  be 
called,  and  the  menilier  who  shall  then 


receive  the  largest  number  of  votes 
provided  it  shall  be  a  majority  of  a 
quorum,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  36th  Congress." 

.\fter  numerous  questions,  explana- 
tions, etc.,  the  House  adjourned 
with  Mr.  Stanton  on  the  floor. 


TURNER     M.     M.\RQUETT. 


Turner  .M.  Ma-;qv-i-it  of  Linroln. 
Nebraska,  has  won  a  reputation  as  a 
learned  and  eloquent  lawyer — and  as  a 
man  whose  personal,  professional  and 
public  life  are  laid  upon  a  high  level, 
— that  has  extendrd  ail  through  the- 
Niorthwest;  while  locally  and  directly 
he  is  best  known  t(i  many  through  Ins 
service  as  attorney  for  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railioad  Company. 
The  descendant  of  an  honorable  and 
well-known  family  )f  Virginia,  he  had 
a  pioneer  experience  in  Ohio  in  his 
early  youth;  to  be  repeated  in  aiuither 
line  of  life,  in  the  new  Xebraska.  in  a 
later  day.  The  family  of  which  he 
was  a  member  remo'.eil  from  the  Old 
Domiuinii  in  an  curly  day  and  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  Clarke  county,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  carried  on  agriculture 


for   the    remai 


with  ; 
life. 

The  son  Turner  M, 
in  a  family  of  nine,  w; 
is  now  the  city  of  Spi 
9,  .  if^.^  I .  He  iniu-ri 
descent    those    qiuditi 


ihe  second  son 
born  in  wliat 
igfield,  on  July 
d  by  natural 
of    mind    and 


fibres  of  character  surest  to  aid  him  iit 
the  real  work  of  life— his  ancestors 
upon  his  father's  side  being  French 
and  German,  and  upon  the  mother's, 
English  and  Scotch.  His  early  days 
were  passed  in  the  quiet  but  strength- 
ening influences  of  pioneer  life  upon 
the  farm — the  work  of  the  farm  and 
the  winter  school  preparing  the  reser- 
voir for  future  learning,  rather  than 
imparting  the  knovidedge  itself.  But 
the  desire  was  there  and  the  determin- 
ation to  make  that  desire  good;  and 
against  these  dynamic  forces,  inert  cir- 
cumstances were  of  no  avail.  When 
twenty  _\ears  of  age,  ycjung  Marcjuett 
entered  the  Ohio  University  at  Athens. 
from  which  he  graduated  in  the  scien- 
tific course.  In  the  sjjring  of  1S56  he 
made  up  his  rnind  to  tr)  his  fortunes 
in  the  opening  West.  The  territory  of 
Nebraska  which,  with  Kansas,  was  then 
attracting  widespread  attention  where- 
ever  the  echoes  of  freedom's  battle 
were  heard,  was  chosen  as  his  point  of 
destination.  He  first  stopped  for  a 
time     in     I'lattsmouth,     Cass     county. 
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where  he  was  occupied  during  the 
winter  of  1856-7  as  a  clerk  in  the  store 
of  William  M.  Slaughter— where  he 
workeJ  for  his  board.  But  he  had 
been  for  some  time  preparing  himself 
for  a  different  line  of  labor,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1S57  he  opened  an  office  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  law — in 
which  profession  he  continued  with 
success  and  ever-widening  influence 
and  reputation  in  that  vicinity  unul 
1874.  He  was  not,  however,  left  al- 
together to  the  demands  of  that  pn;- 
fession,  but  was  more  than  once 
called  upon  to  positions  of  public 
honor  and  trust.  He  was  elected  to 
the  territorial  legislature,  in  which  he 
served  three  terms  and  was  four  years 
in  the*  territorial  council.  In  June 
1S66.  he  was  elected  upon  the  Repub- 
^  lican  ticket  as  >febraska's  representa- 
tive in  Congress,  the  territory  having 
previously  received  the  enabling  act; 
and  at  that  time  voted  upon  the  question 
of  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state. 
and  also  elected  a  full  set  of  state 
officers,  including  one  member  of  the 
national  House  of  Representatives. 

N'ebraska  was  admitted  on  the  3nd 
of  March,  1S67.  and  Mr.  Marquetfs 
term  of  office  as  congressman  was  one 
of  the  shortest  upon  record. — lasting 
two  days  and  three  nights  ;  but  which 
time  was  sufficient  for  him  to  voice  his 
<-onvictions  in  his  vote,  and  serve  his 
party  and  the  country,  by  \oting  for 
the  passage  of  all  the  great  recon- 
>truction  measures.  <iver  the  veto  of 
President  Johnson.  Mr,  NFarquett 
inight'lcgally  have  served  for  two  vears 


instead  of  two  days,  and  his  refusal  to 
do  so  upon  the  grounds  of  pure  mor- 
ality, speaks  significantly  of  the  mental 
trend  of  tiie  man.  and  gives  as  an  in- 
sight into  his  character.  The  reasons 
for  this  decision  have  been  given  by 
Mr.  Marquett  in  his  own  words,  which 
we  take  the  liberty  of  ijuoting:  '•! 
was  elected  to  Congress  in  June.  The 
state  was  not  admitted  before  the  gen- 
eral election  in  our  state,  which  was  in 
the  following  October.  At  that  time 
it  was  thought  best  to  elect  a  territorial 
delegate  to  the  Fortieth  Congress  and 
also  a  congressman.  I  was  elected  for 
territorial  delegate,  and  John  Taffe  for 
Congress.  I  went  on  in  December  and 
worked  hard  for  the  admission  of  the 
state,  which  was  admittedon  thesccond 
of  March.  It  then  became  a  question 
whether  myself  and  the  two  senators 
who  had  been  elected  to  represent  the 
state.  Gov.  John  M.  Thayer  and 
Thomas  W.  Tipton,  should  be  sworn 
i a  to  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress  or  should 
wait  until  the  4th  of  March  and  be 
sworn  into  the  Fortieth  Congress.  They 
lioth  determined  to  wait  for  the  Fortieth 
Congress.  This  would  give  them  two 
)ears  longer  time.  I  could  have  waited 
and  been  congressman  for  the  Fortieth 
Congress,  and  as  there  was  no  pr(j- 
vision  in  the  enabling  act  to  elect  more 
than  one  congressman.  1  knew  that 
under  the  law  I  could  hold  my  seat, 
and  was  advised   bv  my  friends   not   to 

Fortieth  Congress  ;  and  I  admit  it  was 
something  of  a  temptation  to  do  as  the 
senatt)rs    proposed    to   do,    and    which 
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would  ha\c  given  nie  two  years  instead 
of  two  davs.  Rut  on  the  otlier  hand  I 
thonghj:  it  would  hardly  be  a  fair  thing 
for  Riy  friend,  John  Taffe,  and  hence 
as  soon  as  tlie  state  was  adnutted  I 
appeared  on  the  floor  of  the  House  and 
was  sworn  in.  Politicians  from  Ne- 
braska looked  upon  it  as  a  foolish  thin;,' 
to  do.  1  deemed  it  but  riyht.  It  was 
the  right  tiling  but  I  ne\er  got  credit 
for  it.  I  believe  there  was  no  paper  in 
.N'ebraska  that  mentioned  it  that  did 
nut  say  it  was  foolish  on  my  part.  1 
recollect  one  of  the  papers  said  that 
the  senators  were  sharp  enough  not  to 
be  sworn  in  until  the  Fortieth  Congress, 
while  I  had  no  more  sense  than  to  be 
bworn  put  of  a  two  years  term  in  Con- 
gress. 1  looked  upon  it  as  the  right 
thing  to  do.  and  would  do  it  again." 

••  You  see."  added  Mr.  Marqnett  at 
the  conclusion  of  this  explaination. 
••  [  am  a  failure  as  a  politician  " — 
which -speaks  less  for  the  current  idea 
of  political  methods,  than  for  .Mr. 
Marquett's  personal  manliness  and  up- 
rightne'ss  of  character. 

L'pon  the  expiration  of  this  brief 
term  of  service.  Mr.  Marquett  returned 
to  Plattsmouth, where  he  remained  in  the 
practice  of  law  until'  1874,  when  he 
removed  to  Lincoln,  the  capital  of 
N'ebraska.  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Soon  after  this  removal  he  formed  a 
law  partnership  with  Gen.  .\masa 
Cobb,  under  the  firm  -name  of  Cobb  & 
.Marquett,  and  afterwards  of  Cobb, 
Marquett  &  Moore,  until  1S7S  ;  when 
Cen-.  Cobb  was  appointed  jutlge  of  the 
Supreme   Court.      Mr.    Marquett   then 


continued  in  the  practice  alone  ;  until 
he  became  the  head  of  the  firm  of 
Marquett.  Deweese  &r  Hall,  which  en- 
joyed from  the  beginning  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice. 

In  1869.  it  should  be  mentioned 
in  passing,  Mr.  Marquett  was  a  very 
prominent  candidate  for  election  as 
United  States  Senator  from  Nebraska, 
and  canie  within  one  or  two  votes  of 
an  election.  Since  then  he  has  had 
little  of  a  personal  connection  with 
politics.  He  has  always  been  a  Repub- 
lican, from  the  formation  of  that  part} . 

Mr.  Marquett  has  held  his  present 
jjosition  as  general  counsel  far  the 
Burlington  S:  Missouri  River  Railroad 
Company,  since  1869.  a  period  of 
twenty  years.  He  is  ranked  as  one  of 
the  best  railroad  lavv\ers  of  the  country, 
and  stands  very  high  in  every  depart- 
ment of  his  profession  in  which  he  has 
taken  part.  To  quote  the  language  of  . 
one  who  knows  well  :  •■  One  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  his  abilities  as  a 
railroad  lawyer,  nor  of  the  hold  his 
eloquence  has  on  juries  :  'whether  in 
civil  or  criminal  cases,  he  carries  an 
immense  moral  weight  with  him  in  such 
cases,  as  he  is  known  to  be  straight- 
forward, and  as  honest  as  the  judge 
npf)n  the  bench  himself,  even  though  he 
is  pleading  for  a  client."  He  is  a  close 
stu^lent  and  an  extensive  reader,  well- 
balanced  mentally  ;  and  his  success  as 
a  lawver  depends  largelv  upon  the 
thoroughness  with  which  he  always 
understands  his  case,  not  only  in  the 
general  outlines,  but  in  all  the  details. 
In   the   trial  of  a  case   he    is   original, 
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and  the  opposing  counsel  do  well  to 
look  for  an  unexpected  turn  at  any 
time.  The  following  incident  has 
been  related  in  illustration  of  this 
point  :  He  was  defending  a  man  for 
murder,  which  had  been  committed. 
according  to  the  indictment,  by  send- 
ing a  bottle  of  poisoned  whisky 
through  the  express  office.  The  pros- 
ecution depended  on  the  evidence  of 
the  express  agent,  who  in  the  prelim- 
inary examination  identified  -Mr.  Mar- 
quett's  client  as  the  man  who  delivered 
to  him  the  bottle.  Whon  this  witness 
was  called  Mr.  Marquet  had  a  person 
.. ..o  .\.^c.ii.>i^u.  ii.s  ciiciiL,  personate 
the  accused,  while  the  latter  sat  with 
his  back  to  the  witness,  and  was  busy 
writing.  The  witness  identified  the 
man  that  sat  by  the  side  of  Mr.  'S\j.t- 
quett  as  the  guilty  man — tlie  man  who 
had  brought  the  bottle  in  and  delivered 
it  to  him.  Thus  the  credibility  of  the 
witness  was  destroyed  and  his  client 
eventually  acquitted.  In  tiie  conduct 
of  a  case  he  is  not  content  to  follow 
the  old  beaten  lines,  but  goes  outside 
an'd  gathers  up  everything  that  bears 
on  the  case  or  will  aid  his  client.  In 
short  his  success  has  depended  on  his 
thoroughness  in  details,  and  his  origin- 
ality in  prosecuting  his  cases. 

While,  as  has  been   said.  Mr.    .Mar- 


quett  takes  little  part  in  politics,  he  is 
occasionally  persuaded  to  take  part  in 
an  important  campaign,  and  he  has  no 
superior  as  a  stumper  in  the  state.  .'\s 
an  after-dinner  orator  he  is  full  of 
eloquence  and  wit,  and  is  ahva)s  put 
upon  the  programme  for  the  principal 
speech  upon  all  sorts  of  social 
occasions.  His  open-handedness  to 
his  friends  and  his  generosity  in  all 
charitable  undertakings  is  proverbial. 
He  has  paid  more  notes  as  '•  endorser 
for  an  acquaintance  "  than  any  other 
man  in  Nebraska.  But  it  is  because 
he  is  ever  ready  to  help  a  friend  out  of 
a  difficulty,  not  because  he  is  careless, 
and  easily  imposed  upon. 

.Mr.  Marquett  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, first  in  No\-ember,  iS6i,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Border,  a  native  of  Illinois, 
who  died  at  her  home  in  Lincoln,  in 
1SS3,  leaving  four  children.  The 
eldest.  Belle,  is  now  the  wife  of  Clif- 
ford Tefft.  Harriet  married  Goorge 
H.  Fawell.  and  Gertrutle  and  John  are 
at  home.  Mr.  Marquett  contracted  a 
second  marriage  in  1885  with  Mrs. 
Asenath  Stetson.  The  family  resid- 
ence is  pleasantly  located  on  the 
corner  of  P  and  i6th  streets  in  Lincoln, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marquett  enjoy  a 
wide  acquaintance  and  great  personal 
popularity.  ^ 
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But  all  this  was  only  the  precursor 
of  the  coming  storm.  The  wild  excite- 
ment of  a  half-decade  past,  had  carried 
railroad  stocks  to  tliat  stage  of  infla- 
tion, and  projected  so  many  lines  that 
could  be  built  ordy  upon  paper,  that  a 
climax  and  reaction  were  inevitable. 
In  the  tarly  fall  of  1S45  it  was  esti- 
mated that  to  build  the  lines  then  in 
course  of  construction,  or  projected,  in 
England  alone,  would  require  a  capital 
of  more  than  three  hundred  millions 
of  dollars  !  From  tables  published  at 
the  time,  for  the  purpose  of  intluencing 
railroad  subscriptions  in  America,  we 
learn  of  the  expansion  in  values,  upon 
some  of  the  English  lines,  between 
November  30,  1S44,  and  July  20,  1S45. 
the  figures  being  stated  in  pounds  : 


Bristol  S.C.l,>i..;e 
Dublin  &|lrnqh 
Dublin  S:  Kin-s 
Grand  Junction 


Shcffidd  ti 
York  &  No 


July  s 


"The  average  dividends,"  says  the 
optamist  editor  of  the  Railroad  Jour- 
nal, from  whose  pages  these  figures  are 
taken,    "  last    reported   are   about    six 


and  one-fourth  per  cent.,  or  nearly 
double  the  rate  of  interest  on  permanent 
loans  in  England  ;  and  it  has  increased 
the  market  value,  and  we  may  say  the 
real  value,  of  the  shares  representing 
this  ^3<), 579,689  to  over  ^73,000.- 
000  on  the  19th  of  July  last;  and  by 
a  reference  to  the  dates  of  August,  I 
find  the  shares  have  most  of  them  ad- 
vanced, and  not  more  than  one  or  twi> 
show  any  decline,  even  with  the  addi- 
tions of  one  hundred  and  twelve  new 
lines,  or  2,860  miles  of  new  railways 
to  be  built,  requiring  over  fifty  millions 
of  additional  capital  to  construct  them. 
It  seems  proper  to  mention,  for  it  is  an 
important  fact,  that  these  advances  in 
the  value  of  shares  have  taken  place  at 
the  same  time  that  some  of  the  most 
imjiortant  lines  were  working  under  the 
influence  of  materially  reduced  rates. 
The"  average  length  of  these  thirty 
roads  is  only  fifty  miles.  The  entire 
lengtli  of  railway  now  in  use,  in  course 
of  construction,  and  recently  chartered 
in  Great  Britain,  is  not  far  from  six 
thousand  miles,  on  a  territory  not  quite 
three  times  as  large  as  the  state  of 
New  York.  If  such  results  are  real- 
ized   in    England,    where    but     a    small 
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portion  ot  the  people  travel,  and  on 
such  short  road's.  vti?r  may  ivc  net  an- 
ticipate iji  this  country,  wliere  every- 
body travels?'' 

The  mania  was  in  its  height,  and 
monopolized  the  speculative  funds  of 
England  and  France,  to  the  exclusion 
of  almost  everything  else  :  although 
the  more  careful  speculators  and  in- 
vestors began  to  apprehend  danger  and 
retired  with  what  they  had  already 
gained.  Monev  became  scarce,  and 
the  rates  of  interest  advanced.  In 
France,  the  payments  of  the  first  in 
stallraent,  often  per  cent.,  iipon  on^'- 
live  ot  the  new  railroads,  made  a  le\  y 
'of  eighty-five  million  dollars  upon  the 
funds  of  the  capital.  The  daily  jour 
nals  of  London  were  realizing  from  two 
to  three  thousand  )iounds  ;)er  week  for 
railroad  advertisements;  inthree  months 
nine  railroad  journals  sprang  into  being 
in  England  alone  ;  ten  distinct  lines  of 
railway  were  projected,  to  provide  a 
nearer  route  between  London  and  Man- 
chester, all  selling  at  a  premium,  and 
requiring  a  capita!  of  ,/^23, 150.000  for 
their  completion  ;  the  Pope  interdicted 
railways  in  his  dominion,  while  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter  called  the  attention  of 
his  clergy  to  th.e  impropriety  of  being  en- 
gaged in  railway  speculations.  In  France 
the  excitement  was  running  with  equal 
heat.  .\  writer  in  Paris,  under  tlate  of 
.Vovember  ist  (1845),  throws  a  strong 
light  upon  the  situation  there:  "  Rail- 
way fever  rages  with  as  much  virulence 
in  this  country  as  the  same  malady  ap- 
pears to-ilo  on  your  side  <if  the  ch.-xn- 
nel.      High    and    low.    rich   and   poor. 


gentle  and  simple,  young  and  old,  male 
and  female — ail  appear  determined  to 
become  rich  Itnit  a  coup,  without  any 
further  trouble  than  buying  railway 
property  and  selling  it  again.  Un- 
luckily the  golden  dream  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  realized  for  all;  but  still  the 
failures  have  not  yet  been  sufficiently 
numerous  and  sufficiently  disastrous  to 
cause  it  to  be  treated  as  a  delusion  and 
a  snare,  cu  coniraire  scores  of  persons 
have  hccorue  enriched-^therefore,  it  is 
asked,  why  not  all?  Heaven  grant 
that  the  reply  to  the  questions  be  not 
vnin  and  wretchedness  and  misery! 
Meanwhile,  the  speculation  is  carried 
on  to  an  extent  that  would  astonish  a 
negligent  observer.  From  a  petition 
drawn  up  by  the  merchants  of  Paris,  it 
appears  that  twenty  millions  of  British 
money,  or  one  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars, are  now  locked  up  in  railway 
speculation;  and  from  the  calculations 
that  I  myself  liave  had  occasion  to 
make,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
amount  is  really  not  less  than  _;^i  5,000- 
000  sterling,  even  if  it  be  not  more. 
The  worst  of  it  is,  that  this  enormous 
sum  is  not  employed  in  making  rail- 
ways, but  is  deposited  in  bankers' 
hands,  and  lies  idle  and  unproductive 
in  their  strong  boxes.  The  French 
chambers  have  adopted  the  system  of 
■putting  up  great  lines  of  raihvavs  to 
public  conijietition,  awarding  them  to 
companies  that  will  take  a  lease  for  the 
shortest  period,  and  agree  to  give  them 
up.  entlrelv  constructed,  and  with  all 
their  material,  to  the  government,  at 
the  end  of  the  lease.    This  svstem  calls 
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into  existence  an  immense  number  of 
companies,  each  company  being  com- 
pelled to,  raise  the  amount  of  capital 
actually  required  for  the  railways.  Thus 
there  are  six,  eight,  and  in  one  case 
twenty  companies  for  particular  railways, 
and,  by  consequence,  six,  eight,  and 
twenty  setts  of  capitals,  or  five,  seven, 
and  nineteen  more  than  will  really  be 
required.  From  this  you  may  judge  of 
the  folly  of  the  system  which  neces- 
sarily causes  such  an  enormous  amount 
of  capital  to  be  unproductive  for 
months  and  months;  and  you  may  im- 
agine that  the  mercantile  classes  are 
suffering  grievously  for  want  of 
money." 

But  Kijgland  and  France  were  not 
alone.  The  speculative  theorists  were 
eagar  to  break  down  the  walls  of  far 
China  herself,  as  a  means  of  offering 
investments  to  the  e-xcited  public. 
When  we  remember  that  capital  and 
energy  ar'e  endeavoring  even  now,  and 
with  little  encouragement,  to  open  the 
Celestial  Empire  to  the  locomotive,  the 
following,  penned  soberly  in  the  closing 
days  of  1S45,  will  be  read  with  double 
interest:  ''It  is  now  said  that  a  rail- 
way is  contemplated  to  connect  St. 
Petersburg  v.-ith  Pekin.  We  have  faitii 
in  the  scheme.  The  resources  of 
Russia,  her  scheme  of  employing  the 
labor  of  her  immense  army  in  construc- 
ting work  of  this  kind  instead  of  their 
idly  performing  garrison  duty,  as  the 
armies  of  the  other  European  powerb 
have  been  for  some  twenty  odd  years 
past,  will  soon  tell  what  can  be  done 
with  half  a   million   able   bodied   men. 


set  to  work  opening  avenues  for 
trade  instead  of  closing  and  trying  to 
guard  from  intercourse,  as  has  so  long 
been  the  policy.  How  such  a  route 
would  compete  with  the  route  to  China 
by  the  Persian  Gulf,  the  Red  Sea,  or 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  is  time 
enough  to  conjecture.  As  an  ingredi- 
ent of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  north- 
ern empire  it  must  be  invaluable.  Rail- 
roads will  be  more  to  her  than  can  be 
calculated.  They  will  compensate  for 
want  of  sea  ports  and  sea  room.  Let 
the  imagination  run  for  a  moment 
round  the  vast  area  of  the  Russian 
empire,  and  see  how  it  is  and  has  been 
cramped  up,  as  it  were,  for  the  want  of 
just  such  an  apparatus  to  give  it  impe- 
tus in  the  track  of  improvement,  and 
see  how  the  neigliboring  powers  dwindle 
as  she  expands  in  every  direction.  All 
this  is  speculation,  a  toucli  of  the  in- 
fection of  the  day.  Perhaps  so.  The 
man  that  would  have  predicted  twent\- 
five  years  ago  that  by  this  year  1S45 
ten  thousand  miles  of  iron  track  rail- 
ways would  be  in  use  at  the  cost  of 
many  hundred  millions  of  dollars, 
would  ha\e  been  considered  a  perfect 
enthusiast,  and  if  he  had  gone  on  to 
say  that  this  s-ime  year  the  people  of 
almost-  every  country  were  literally 
gone  crazy  in  pursuit  of  a  chance  to 
make  their  fortunes  in  constructing 
more  railroads,  he  would  have  been  .set 
down  as  a  crazy  man  at  least." 

The  railway  through  China  was  not 
built,  nor  were  many  carefully  laid  out 
and  generously  advertised,  nearer  at' 
home.       The  reaction  came,  and  while 
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many  were  left  rich,  thousands  were 
ruined,  and  the  safe  and  solvent  roads 
were  for  a  time  compelled  to  suffer 
•with  the  rest.  To  quote  from  the 
Liverpool  Times:  '"The  railway  mania 
has  received  its  quietus.  Something 
like  a  panic  has  overtaken  the  specula- 
tors in  iron  highways.  Now  that  the 
reaction  has  come,  it  brings  in  its  train 
ruin  and  devestation,  and  bankruptcy 
to  thousands.  But  the  end  is  not  }et, 
a  more  gigantic  system  of  swindling 
has  rarely  been  seen  in  these  latter 
days,  and  the  number  of  respectable 
persons  who  have  lent  their  names  to 
support  bubble  companies,  make  us 
blush  for  the  cupidity  of  one  common 
humanity.-  The  Bank  of  England, 
the  critical  state  in  which  the  food  of 
the  ■  country  has  been  placed  by  the 
harvest,  and  the  state  of  the  potato 
crop;  above  all,  and  beyond  all,  the 
ridiculous  experiments  which  the  pro- 
jectors of'  the  numberless  moonshine 
companies  made  upon  the  common 
sense  of  mankind — these  causes  have 
forced  the  declension  to  its  present 
point.  The  wreck  of  fortunes  and  of 
characters  which  this  temporary  insan- 
ity has  produced,  will  be  felt  long  after 
the  causes  tliat  produced  it  have 
passed  away. 

"  As  a  proof  of  the  e.xtent  to  which 
this  huge  system  of  swindling  has  been 
carried,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  even 
ladies  were  not  exempt  from  its  influ- 
ence. The  female  friends  and  relatives 
of  those  who  puHed  the  wires  of  certain 
imposing  puppet  schemes,  were  in  the 
daily    habit    of    haunting    the  purlieus. 
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and  offices  of  the  share-brokers  in  the 
metropoli.'..  tu  watch  the  market,  in 
order  to  turn  their  letters  of  allotments 
to  the  best  account.  One  of  the  railway 
papers  mentioned  a  certain  batch  of 
female  speculators  who  contrived  to 
■  realize,  by  this  kind  of  chicanery,  dur- 
ing the  height  of  the  mania,  the  astound- 
ing sum  of  _;^5oo,ooo.  Now  that 
people  have  time  to  reflect  and  to 
analyze,  they  find  that  out  of  thirty- 
three  setts  of  provincial  committees,  the 
name  of  one  party  appears  twenty-three 
times;  the  names  of  two  others,  nine- 
teen times;  of  three,  seventeen  times; 
of  fourteeii,  fourteen  times;  of  twenty- 
three,  eight  times;  of  twenty-nine,  nine 
times;  and  of  twenty-two,  ten  times." 
The  LonJon  Times — although  nine- 
teen columns  of  each  issue,  upon  an 
average,  were  filled  with  profitable  ad- 
vertisements of  railroad  projects — con- 
tinued from  day  to  day  to  utter  loud 
protests  against  the  course  of  the 
speculators,  and  to  warn  the  people 
that  a  day  of  reckoning  must  come.  A 
personal  examination  of  the  pages  of 
this  journal  daring  the  final  months  of 
TS45  will  show  the  drift  of  events  tow- 
ard the  inevitable  end,  and  the  efforts 
made  by  at  least  one  great  journal  to 
call  a  halt  while  there  was  yet  time.  In 
the  issue  of  October  17,  1845,  we  find 
this  warning:  "  Railway  allotments  and 
railway  scrip,  the  deposits  and  prem- 
iums on  railway  shares,  are  at  present 
the  all-engrossing  topics.  It  is  reserved 
for  a  future  day  to  consider  and  pro- 
vide against  railway  discount.  While 
the     present    rage    for    making    money 
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continues;  so  long  as  bubbles  are  con- 
vertible into  cash;  and  till  it  is  found 
that  an  «nd  must  come  to  the  practice, 
if  not  the  science,  of  realizing  before  a 
railway  exists  except  in  imagination  the 
possible  profits  of  its  contingent  traffic, 
and  of  securing  beforehand  the  savings 
which  are  to  result  from  its  uncertain  , 
income,  it  will  be  hard  to  bring  the 
nation  to  take  a  calm  survey  of  its 
prospects,  and  to  provide  wisely  against 
its  future  necessities.  When  pay-day 
comes, — for,  however  unwelcome  the 
hard  truth  may  be  to  speculators  of  all 
sorts,  pay-day  al-vays  conies. — when 
bubbles  burst,  and  those  whom  they 
have  dazzled  find  themselves  left  in  the 
suds  ;  when  calls  are  imperative,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  meet  them  ;  when 
scrip  is  found  to  be  an  inconvenient  in- 
cumbrance by  its  holders,  and  is  re- 
dudiated  by  those  who  have  sold  it  ; 
when  the  sad  reality  of  Parlimentary 
contracts  and  subscribers'  agreements 
IS  proved  to  be  an  uncomfortable  fact, 
and  it  is  discovered  that  no  more  trust 
is  to  be  reposed  in  Railway  Kings  than 
in  ordinary  Princes,  the  nation  will  be 
as  much  troubled  as  it  now  is  elated, 
and  there  will  be  an  equal  difficnlty  in 
bringing  it  to  a  due  consideration  of  its 
expectations  and  its  needs."  Again, 
on  October  iSth  :  "The  mania  for  rail- 
way speculation  has  reached  that  height 
^it  which  all  follies,  however  absurd  in 
themselves,  cease  to  be  ludicrous,  and 
because,  byreason  of  their  universality, 
tit  subjects  for  the  politican  to  consider 
as  well  as  the  moralist.  Whilst  we 
contemplate    with    pity    the    enormous 


amount  of  individual  misery  which  must 
inevitably,  and  at  no  distant  period, 
fall  upon  thousands  who  have  madly 
entered  within  the  clutches  of  the  iron 
Mammon,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  the  character  of  the  nation 
itself  is  at  stake.  We  do  not  here  allude 
to  the  almost  certain  deficiency  of  money 
to  carry  out  the  proposed  undertakings. 
This  part  of  the  subject  has  been  treated 
in  former  articles,  and  may  perhaps  be 
further  pursued.  AVhat  we  would  at 
present  draw  to  the  attention  of  the 
public  is  the  alarming  extent  of  those 
dishonest  and  now  illegal  practices  by 
which  unwary  persons  are  induced  to 
embark  their  capital. in  railway  specula- 
tions. It  is  a  matter  of  daily  occurence 
for  the  promoters  to  place  in  the  pro- 
visional committee  the  names  of  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  who,  in  many  cases, 
have  neither  interest  in  nor  knowledge 
of  the  affair,  and  in  some  instances  are 
directly  opposed  to  it." 

.\  suggestion  of  the  results  of  the 
near  future,  is  given  in  the  Times  of 
October  20,  showing  that  the  Bank  of 
England  had  found  it  necessary  to 
throw  its  influence  against  the  rising 
tide  :  ■'  The  wise  proceeding  of  the 
Bank  of  England  in  raising  the  minimum 
rate  'of  discount  to  three  per  cent., 
small  as  the  difference  is  from  that 
which  before  prevailed,  has  brought  the 
railway  speculation  to  at  least  a  tempo- 
rary stop.  Little  has  been  heard  on 
all  sides  to-day  but  discussions  on  the 
tendency  of  this  measure,  and  among 
the  jobbers  and  gamblers  in  railway 
shares  the  conviction  is  general   that   it 
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ought  not  CO  place  them  in  a  worse 
position,  because  to  men  who  are  already 
paying  at  tlie  rate  of  twenty  or  thirty 
per  cent?  to  put  off  the  evil  day  of  pay- 
ment, a  difference  cf  one-half  per  cent, 
in  the  current  value  of  money  seems  a 
trifle  unworthy  of  the  smallest  consider- 
ation. Still  they  liesitate  about  en- 
gaging in  any  new  operations,  and  the 
disposition  is  far  greater  to  sell  than  to 
buy,  only  that  buyers  are  not  to  be 
found  at  the  standing  quotations,  the 
dealers,  who  stand  between  the  com- 
panies and  the  public,  keeping  aloof 
until  they  see  which  way  the  tide  is 
'■"l;e1y  to  tiura.     -     . 

"The  increase  \\-ithin  the  last  ten 
days  of  new  railway  speculations  an- 
nounced,'answers  to  a  capital  in  round 
numbers  of  _/'5o.ooo.ooo,  the  schemes 
being  about  forty  in  number.  There 
had  previously  been  advertised  about 
460  new  railway  schemes  to  be  bro\ight 
before  the  Parlimentary  session  c,i 
1846,  and  representing  a  capital  of 
nearly  _;^5oo,ooo.ooo,  the  first  calls  on 
which  ma.y  be  roughly  estimated  at 
_;^45,ooo,ooo.  The  maddest  of  rail- 
way speculators,  who  is  invulnerable  to 
reason  and  to  argument,  must  be 
startled,  one  wovdd  think,  and  pause  a 
little  at  such  facts  I  The  railway  meet- 
ings have  decreased  within  the  last  few 
days.  The  public,  no  doubt,  by  this 
time  have  become  in  a  measure  surfeited 
with  them,  and  the  projectors  do  not 
tind  that  general  support  which  till 
within  the  last  week  or  so  was  afforded 
to  every  scheme  m,iking  its  appear- 
ance." 


.\nother  straw,  in  the  Times  of  Oc- 
tober 27th:  "One  of  the  tirst  houses 
in  the  city  have,  within  the  last  few 
days,  sent  their  collecting  clerk  to  Man- 
chester to  get  in  the  quarterly  ac- 
counts, and  have  received  answers 
from  nearly  twenty  persons  that  pav- 
ement is  not  convenient,  as  they  have 
been  engaged  in  railway  transactions. 
The  collector,  writing  for  further  in- 
structions, is  informed  that  he  is  in  all 
cases  to  stop  the  credit  and  place  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney 
forthwith." 

An  insight  is  also  given  us  in  the 
same  prolific  columns  of  some  of  the 
e.xpedients  resorted  to  by  the  specula- 
tors to  keep  the  bubbles  afloat  and  to 
set  new  ones  drifting  into  the  air.  "  A 
young  gentleman,"  we  read  on  October 
31st.  ••  need  only  to  look  at  a  half- 
crown  railway  map  and  search  for  a 
district  tolerably  clear  of  the  rail.  His 
eyes,  of  course,  will  guide  him  to  one 
of  the  larger  meshes  in  that  thick  reti- 
culation. Taking  two  of  the  towns 
that  form  the  corners  of  that  open 
space,  he  draws  a  diagonal  with  his 
pencil  and  thus  creates  a  '  direct  line.' 
Branches  and  extensions  can  be  added 
with  still  more  facility.  He  then  writes 
down,  unless  he  can  carry  it  in  his 
head— I,  the  name  of  his  company;  2. 
his  own  name  as  '  promoter,'  either 
alone  or  with  the  names  of  as  many 
friends  as  he  can  venture  to  take  that 
liberty  with,  or,  in  fact,  with  any 
names  whatever,  real  or  fictitious:  3, 
his  own  occupation,  viz.,  whether 
gentleman  or  esquire,   or  engineer,  or 
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artist,  or  solicitor,  or  clerk,  or  per- 
fumer, or  tailor,  or  M.  A.  or  ^^.  D.,  or 
Dissenting  minister;  4,  his  place  of 
business,  if  he  has  one;  5,  his  place  of 
residence,  whether  it  be  castle  or  hall, 
or  in  Berkeley-square,  or  rooms  in 
Grays's-inn,  or  lodgings  in  the  Borough. 
In  the  course  of  his  walk  to  the  office 
in  Sergeants'-inn,he  may,  if  he  pleases, 
remodel  his  company,  changing  every 
name  in  it,  whether  of  place  or  person, 
including  himself.  ..Arrived  ai  the  office 
he  invests  a  few  sovereigns,  begged, 
borrowed  or  stolen,  in  fees,  and  enters 
his  company  as  finally  settled  in  his 
own  mind.  Advertisements  and  letters 
do  the  rest."  "  While  any  undertak- 
ing is  in.  the  state  of  scrip" — from  a 
further  exposition  under  date  of  Nov- 
ember I  St — "  which  in  railways  seldom 
represent  a  payment  of  more  than  S^2 
or  ^3  on  each  share,  it  is  easily  kept 
in  control  by  a  junta  of  directors,  pro- 
visionarcommitteemen,  and  secretaries 
who  have  this  great  advantage  over  the 
public  that  they  know  e.xactly  how 
many  shares  have  been  issued,  in  what 
hands  they  have  been  placed,  and 
whicli  of  their  subscribers  are  likely  to 
throw  them  on  the  market.  This  is  an 
advantage  of  itself,  compared  with 
which  loaded  dice  make  but  a  weak 
simile;  but  the  case  is  infinately  worse 
when  that  practice  which  has  obtained 
at  the  Stock  Exchange  the  eniiihatic 
name  of  '  rig  '  is  resorted  to.  Take  a 
brief  sketch  of  one,  drawn  from  the 
life.  A  little  junta  of  directors  as- 
semble to  consider  the  applications  for 
shares,  and  to  allot  them  to  the  appli- 
3 


cant?.  At  tiiat  moment,  perhaps,  lured 
on  by  a  flattering  prospectus,  the 
greedy  multitude  of  speculators  out 
of  doors — not  a  single  letter  being 
yet  issued — are  offering  ^^5  premium 
on  each.  Sometimes  this  is  really 
the  public,  but  when  a  'rig'  is  care- 
fully planned  and  considered,  it  is 
more  commonly  some  secret  agent  of 
the  projectors,  who  stimulates  the  herd 
of  fools  congregated  about  the  Stock 
Exchange,  by  offering  to  make  an  ac- 
tual purchase  at  that  price.  A  novice 
would  conclude  that  if  the  concern 
were  really  an  unsound  one,  a 
mere  paper  project,  this  would  be  a 
very  silly  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
directors.  By  no  means  ;  tiiey  under- 
stand their  business  better.  Their 
agent  goes  on  purchasing  at  the  rate  of 
some  high  premium,  not  for  money,  of 
course,  but  for  time,  that  time  being 
the  indefinate  one  of  the  appropriation 
of  shares,  which  is  entirely  at  their 
own  disjiosal.  The  jobbers  and  others 
who  calculate  on  finding  an  abundance 
of  sellers  in  the  market- as  soon  as  the 
letters  are  out,  who  will  be  but  too- 
glad  to  take  much  less  and  so  enable 
them  to  deliver  the  scrip  sold,  and  at  a 
large  profit,  fall  into  the  trap  design- 
edly laid  for  them.  The  directors  or 
their  agents  having  now  made  their 
bargains  and  filed  the  brokers'  notes 
for  them  in  the  usual  form,  to  the  ex- 
tent, say,  of  twenty  thousand  shares, 
resume  the  duty  of  considering  the 
letters  of  application.  Here  some  cu- 
rious illustrations  of  the  degree  in 
which   a  board  projecting  a  '  rig  '  may 
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also  have  a  conscience  will  occur. 
They  ^vill  give  a  few  shares,  more  or 
less,  accoiding  to  the  degree  in  which 
they  de?ire  to  keep  up  appearances, 
but  always  less  than  they  have  afready 
purchased  through"  their  agents,  and 
which  they  know  the  market  cannot 
produce.  Instances  have  been  beard 
of  where  directors  have  destroyed  the 
whole  of  the  letters  of  application,  some 
bushels,  of  course,  without  ever  look- 
ing at  them.  Then  commence  those 
tactics  of  realization  which  consti- 
tute the  perfection  of  a  'rig.'-  It  is 
announced  tiiat  np  more  letters  will  be 
rereivfd,  r.r.d  'luit  those  which  have 
been  accepted  have  received  their 
scrip,  while  the  precious  commodity, 
by  fictitious  bargains,  comes  to  be  regu- 
larly quoted  in  the  official  list,  and  all 
appears  tobeperfectlyrightand  prosper- 
ous. As  the  period  arrives  for  the 
making  up  of  the  time  bargains,  the 
sellers  pf_  the  first  operation  begin  to 
inquire  where  it  may  be  procured  fijr 
delivery,  and  find  the  holders,  as  they 
imagine,  yncommonly  confident  ;  at 
all  events,  there  is  none  to  be  had. 
They  raise  their  offers,  and  begin  to 
apprehend  heavy  differences,  or  the 
total  loss  of  their  credit.  At  this 
period  comes  into  play  the  conscience, 
such  as  it  may  be,  of  the  issuing  board, 
the  consideration  being  to  what  extent 
they  shall  mulct  the  unfortunate  seller 
of  what  he  cannot  deli\er  without  their 
aid,  arid  who  is  entirely  in  their  power. 
Sometimes  they  will  content  themselves 
■with  taking  from  him  only  S^2  or  /^j 
per  share;  but  an  instance  occurred   in 


.1825  where  j^io  or  £,\i  were  ex- 
acted. The  transaction  then  closes 
without  the  issuing  of  a  single  share. 
If  the  seller,  being  a  nmre  acute  person 
than  usual,  contrives  to  get  some  in- 
formation of  the  'rig,'  he  would  re- 
pudiate his  bargain,  but  this  is  the 
only  mode  of  escape.  Thus  exactly 
according  to  the  degree  in  which  a 
'  rig  '  was  practiced,  would  the  market 
wear  an  entirely  delusive  appearance, 
and  no  test  of  value." 

A  clearer  insight  is  given  into  the 
methods  of  the  promotion  of  these 
bogus  comjianies,  in  another  column  of 
the  same  issue,  where  a  correspondent 
who  seems  to  have  had  personal  ex- 
perience whereof  he  writes,  exposes 
the  sharpers  as  follows :  Local  cir- 
cumstances render  a  railway  desirable 
to  the  important  town  of  .\.  Some  in- 
fluential parties  are  called  together  by 
a  solicitor,  aided  by  an  engineer,  and 
are  easily  persuaded  to  sanction  the 
scheme  and  give  their  names  to  it ;  the 
professional  men  indemnify  them 
against  all  preliminary  expenses;  a  bar- 
rister accustomed  to  this  work  (and  to 
no  other),  draws  a  prospectus,  a-public 
meting  is  called,  the  same  barrister  and 
jierhaps  some  clever  attorney,  deliver 
themselves  uf  their  eloquence,  resolu- 
tions previously  cut  and  dried  are 
passed  v/lth  acclamatimi,  and  the 
good  people  of  A  apply  for  shares  in- 
numerable, under  the  impression  that 
ail  I'i  buna  fide  and  abovebuard.  The 
professionals  club  together  ^200  or 
yj3oo,  take  offices,  engage  clerks  and 
secretaries,  and  finally  select  their  act- 
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ing  committees,  with  much  apparent 
good  faith,  but  still  takin^:;  care  to  se- 
cure tJie  appointment  of  their  own  per- 
sonal friends  who  are  in  the  secret,  and 
a  large  majority  of  provisional  com- 
mittee men  who  are  not  in  the  secret, 
and  live  at  an  impracticable  distance 
from  London,  at  remote  places  "on  the 
line."  Then  follow  the  usual  adver- 
tisements that  all  the  shares  are  allotted, 
innumerable  applications  being  of  ne- 
cessity left  ungratified,  and  fixing  a 
day  for  payment  of  deposits,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture;  and  now  the  thimble  rig 
begins  in  earnest — thus  far  it  has  been 
only  arranging  the  tables.  Some  ,^20, -' 
000  or  ^50,000  are  paid  in,  acci.irding, 
of  course,  to  the  estimated  amount  of 
capital. 

The  first  demand  upon  this  is  mod- 
erate, only  some  ^500  to  the  solicitor, 
an  equal  sum  to  the  engineer,  "on 
account,"  for  preliminary  expenses, 
and  a  few  hundred  more  for  advertising; 
the  solicitor  usually  goes  shares  with 
the  advertising  agent,  and  of  course 
the  bill  of  the  latter  is  paid  without 
hesitation  under  the  professional  ad- 
vice of  the  former,  backed  by  the 
"directing"  barrister,  who  receives  a 
round  sum  of  ^300,  not  on  account, 
but  as  a  proper  professional  gratuity 
for  services  rendered  in  getting  up  the 
company,  tra\elling,  speechmaking, 
etc.  Engineering,  surveying,  referenc- 
ing and  other  professional  labors,  are 
now  seriously  undertaken  and  money 
liberally  advanced,  from  time  to  time, 
on  account;  but  these  are  not  the 
profits  to  realize   the   golden  \isions  of 


modern  projectors,  and  a  deeper  game 
is  played  ;  but  like  the  gaming  of  our 
hells,  it  goes  on  behind  locked  doors 
and  green  baize  curtains;  none  but  the 
initiated  being  admitted.  h  "share 
committee"  being  appointed,  to  "man- 
age the  market;"  the  absentee  direc- 
tors know  nothing  of  it  and  are  never 
summoned;  the  fools  in  presence  (for 
there  must  always  -be  a  sprinkling  of 
fools  in  every  well-organized  acting 
committee,  to  count  noses  on  an  em- 
ergency) assent  to  it  as  a  thing  of 
course,  being  told  that  such  manceuvres 
always  require  a  tact,  promptitude  and 
delicpcy  which  can  only  be  found  in  a 
very  limited  body,  and  the  little  batch 
who  are  "in  the  secret,"  and  who  al- 
ways stick  together  are  naturally  chosen 
to  form  the  "share  committee," 
because  they  are  very  truly  supposed 
to  be  the  most  experienced  in  the  ways 
of  the  market;  the  "directing"  bar- 
rister assumes,  without  asking,  an  ex- 
officio  title  to  be  present  at  all  times 
and  in  all  committees. 

The  sub-committee  thus  constituted 
commences  its  operations  by  employ- 
ing a  stock  broker  to  assist  them,  and 
he  is  immediately  invested  with  full 
powers  to  buy  as  many  of  "the  London 
&  .\  Direct  Grand  Junction  Railway" 
shares  as  he  can  procure. 

He  goes  to  work  accordingly  but 
begins  with  caution,  limiting  his  first 
day's  purchase  to  thirty  or  forty,  and 
paying  for  them  a  low  premium  of  5s. 
per  share.  The  next  day  he  buys  one 
hundred  more  at  7s.  6d.,  and  then 
another  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  at 
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lof,.;  the  transactions  on  the  first  fort- 
night's accounts  may  amount  to  ^300 
or  ^400  only,  to  meet  which  a  check 
of  ^500  is  readily  given  to  the  "  share 
committee"  without  producing  scrip, 
and  without  inquiry,  for  the  gradual 
rise  in  the  quotations  satisfies  the 
"sprinkling  of  fools"  that  all  is  going 
on  right,  and  so  it  is  for  them  and  their 
colleagues;  the  second  fortnight's  ac- 
counts show  a  still  rising  premium  and 
another  check  is  readily  given,  but  for 
;^5,ooo  this  time,  the  operations  being 
more  extended;  and  so  the  rig  goes  on 
till  the  differences  thus  liberallv  paid 
oul  oi  tiic  iiepusits,  amount  to  three- 
fourths  of  the  balance  at  the  bankers. 
Heaven  onjy  knows  how  much  of  these 
alleged  differences  sticks  by  the  way; 
for  the  sub-committee  truly  urge,  and 
are  well-backed  by  the  directing  bar- 
rister and  attorney,  that  such  trans- 
actions demand  the  greatest  secrecy  and 
confidence-. 

When  things  have  reached,  or  are 
rapidly  approaching,  this  critical  junc- 
ture, the  "  office"  is  given  to  all  who 
are  in  the  secret,  and  their  shares  are 
quietly  sent  in  tiie  market  and  realize  a 
premium  at  the  highest  price,  while 
those  who  are  not  in  the  secret  and 
earnestly  desire  to  sell,  are  prevented 
by  -witholding  their  scrip  on  a  thousand 
frivolous  pretences,  the  favorite  one 
being  that  the  "subscribers' agreement" 
is  gone  into  the  country  to  be  executed  1 
The  absentee  directors  are  usually  hon- 
est men  who  have  subscribed  only  for 
investmeut,  or  to  advance  a  scheme  of 
real  local  importance;   the  "sprinkling 


of  fools"  are  easily  persuaded  that  it  is 
for  the  common  interest  to  hold  each 
his  thousand  shares,  or  the  market  will 
be  flooded  and  a  panic  ensue,  and  then 
the  little  "batch  in  the  secret"  make 
their  fortunes,  the  bulk  of  the  deposits 
having  gone  to  the  devil. 

But  the  game  is  n'jt  yet  over.  If 
the  barrister,  the  attorney  and  the 
engineer  have  done  their  work  cleverly, 
the  harvest  still  remains  to  be  reaped  ; 
the  first  t'irn  in  the  market  is  the  signal 
given  for  the  grand  coup  tf  eiat,  and  of 
course  it  will  not  be  long  before  the 
market  tiirr.s  when  thousands  are  no 
longer  supplied  out  of  the  deposits  to 
create  fictitious  buyers.  I  need  hardly 
observe  that  a  line  can  scarcely  be  pro- 
jected in  these  days  that  will  not  clash 
with  some  rival  interests,  but  even  if  it 
should  be  so  lucky,  and  therefore  in 
all  probability  "a  good  line,"  it  is 
easy  to  get  up  a  competition,  upon  a 
good  understanding  with  the  opposing 
solicitor  and  engineer.  Well,  the 
market  is  flat ;  the  premium  falls,  and 
is  daily  descending  to  par,  and  the  ■ 
active  little  share  committee  is  the  first 
to  cry  •'Saiif:'  qui  feut ;  "attributing  the 
growing  panic  to  the  improving  state  of 
the  growing  rival  ;  "amalgamation  "  is 
riow  proposed  ;  it  is  another  work  of 
difficulty  and  delicacy,  and  therefore 
confided  to  the  share  committee,  or  yet 
more  frequently  undertaken  by  them 
Suo  motii,  without  any  authority  what- 
.  ever.  The  solicitor  and  the  engineer 
stipulate  for  compensation  for  surender- 
ing  their  prospective  professional  gain, 
and  each  receives  Sc.ooo  .     The  direct- 


THE    AMERICAN  RAILROAD. 


bll 


ing  barrister  receives  his  fee  for  nego- 
tiating nnd  settling  the  alliance,  perhaps 
;/^50Q  and  is  further  conipeusated  by 
being  mad"  standing  counsel  of  the 
new  body.  Tlie  batch  in  the  secret 
each  has  his  /^i.ooo  for  generously 
surrendering  his  seat  in  the  direction  to 
make  way  for  nev/  men.  The  "amal- 
gamation "  is  pompously  announced  to 
the  world  as  a  measure  obviously  con- 
ducive to  the  interests  of  the  line  by 
saving  a  Parliamentary  contest.  The 
compensation  fees  are  paid  out  of  the 
deposits  of  the  rival  company,  and  the 
payment,  if  ever  accidentially  discov- 
ered, is  justified  by  necessity.  The 
scripholders  on  both  sides,  at  length 
begin>to  see  ''they  are  sold,  and,  all 
but  they  being  satisfied,  '  i/ie  bubhU 
busts  !  "  ' 

The  repeated  warnings  of  the  Times, 
which  seemed  to  have  the  interests  of 
the  people  at  h.eart,  and  was  certainly 
sound  in  its  position,  had  a  perceptable 
effect  upon  the  condition  of  affairs  ; 
but  the  tide  had  arisen  to  a  point  where 
even  this  great  barrier  could  not  stay 
the  overflow,  nor  prevent  the  certain 
ruin  of  thousands.  Passing  rapidly 
through  the  files  of  that  journal  during 
November,  a  variety  of  interesting 
events  may  be  discovered.  Here,  under 
date  of  November  7th,  is  a  significant 
quotation  from  the  yt'zccastle  Jtnirnal : 
"  Shares  which  a  week  or  two  ago  bore 
a  high  premium  and  were  eagerly 
sought  for,  are  now  at  a  discount,  or, 
it  may  be,  difficult  to  be  disposed  of  at 
anj-- sacrifice.  Tl;e  soundest  and  most 
promising    lines    have    receded    to    an 


extent  unaccountable  on  any  other 
principle  than  that  of  a  sudden  paralyz- 
ing panic  having  fallen  upon  the 
railway  world,  confounding  for  a 
time  the  substantial  project  with  the 
empty  bubble,  and  the  well  con- 
sidered bona  fide  undertaking  with 
.the  rash  hap-hazard  speculation. 
At  any  season  or  period  a  pariic 
in  the  money  market  works  a  world 
of  mischief,  Confusing  everything  ; 
but  in  the  excited  state  in  which 
the  country  has  been  kept  for  the  last 
six  or  eight  months  in  respect  of  rail- 
roads at  home,  abroad  and  in  the  col- 
onies,— when  week  after  week,  nay  day 
after  day,  new  projects  full  blown  v.ere 
being  flung  upon  the  market,  it  may 
easily  be  imagined  what  frightful  havoc 
anything  like  a  fright  among  railway 
shareholders  would  occasion,  and  what 
widespread  ruin  it  would  create. 
Shares  were  at  a  high  premium  in 
scliemes  of  which  none  knew  anything 
save  the  solicitor  or  the  engineer.  Pro- 
visional committees  and  managing  di- 
rectories were  forged  out  of  materials 
which  it  was  impossible  to  see  without 
surprise,  or  examine  without  distrust  ; 
and  in  that  condition  of  things,  the 
crash,  was  sure  to  come,  S(joner  or 
lafer." 

Again,  on  November  12  :  "One  of 
the  leading  features  of  railway  enter- 
prise which  is  manifesting  itself  at  this 
moment  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
activity,  is  the  employment  of  the  vas'' 
numbers  of  persons  who  have  any  pre 
tensi.in  to  be  called  juembers  of  the 
surveying    or    engineering  professions. 


1  r    V  ftw 


.-,28  MAGAZINE    OF    WESTERN    HISTORY. 

in  the  preparations  for  the   30th   inst.,      marking  thnt  'lads  who  have  only  just 
when  the  plans,  sections,  and  books  of      left  school  are  permitted   to  take   par- 


reference  must  be  ready  for  deposit 
with  the  clerk  of  the  peace.  All  ot 
theiu  receive  the  most  liberal  or  ex- 
travagant pay,  and  the  merest  no\  ices 
receive  engagements,  for  which  they 
throw  up,  with  or  without  the  consent 
of  their  principals,  their  regular  em- 
ployment, and  nearly  all  ordinary  and 
routine  business  is  at  a  standstill.  Of 
the  extent  of  occupation  which  has  de- 
volved upon  these  professions  in  con- 
sequence of  the  prevailing  excitemeut, 
some  idea  may  be  obtained  from  the 
useiui  statistical  tables  published  in  the 
Railway  Almanack  for  1S46  ;  and,  as 
really  erninent  men  are  not  numerous 
in  those  departments  of  professional 
skill,  it  necessarily  follows  that  the 
whole  work  is  in  comparatively  few 
hands.  From  these  tables  it  appears 
that  one  eni,'ineer  is  engaged  on  eleven 
of  the  new  lines,  another  on  fourteen, 
a  third  on  sixteen,  a  fourth  on  se\en- 
teen,  and  a  fifth  on  tv.'enty-one  lines. 
The  same  may  be,  and  no  doubt  are, 
engaged  on  other  lines  ;  for  many  of 
those  on  the  list  have  no  engineer's 
name  attached  to  them,  and  it  may  be 
safely  assumed  that  the  execution  in  a 
projjer  manner  of  such  a  quantitj-  of 
work  is  beyond  human  power.  Letters 
from  the  northern  counties,  received  in 
the  city  this  morning,  describe  the 
activity  and  excitement  as  yniversal, 
with  regard  to  the  great  engineering  and 
mapping  movement;  and  notice  is 
especially  taken  of  the  class  of  persons 
who  arc  so   employed,  one    letter    re- 


ticulars which  require  experience  in 
some  of  the  nicest  questions  of  real 
property.'  It  may  easily  be  anticipated 
what  figure  some  of  tiiem  will  make 
when  the  time  for  the  great  ordeal 
arrives." 

On  -November  17,  the  Tiyncs  pub- 
lished an  elaborate  series  of  tables, 
showing  the  exact  condition  of  the  rail- 
ways of  England  at  the  time,  atid  called 
attention  thereto  in  a  leading  editorial 
full  of  the  deep  significance  of  the  oc- 
casion. The  table  exhibited  1,428 
railroads  either  made,  authorized,  or 
announced  to  the  public.  "Probably," 
says  the  Tiraes  in  comment,  "  neither 
friend  or  foe  ever  gave  tb.e  British 
nation  credit  for  so  vast  a  fund  of  pro- 
jective or  rather  explosive  force.  Those 
1,263  new  titles  are  not  a  mere  paper 
enumeration  of  possible  or  imagined 
schemes.  After  making  every  de- 
duction for  mere  swindling  or  mere 
castle  building,  or  mere  insanity,  there 
remain  many  hundreds  of  railroad 
schemes,  to  which  men  of  reputed 
sense  and  honor  have  given  their  de- 
liberate sanction,  and  which  have  been 
ushered  into  the  world  with  great  names, 
elaborate  estimates,  and  poujpous  com- 
mendations. Numbers  of  respectable 
persons  have  been  found  to  give  a 
public  pledge  to  the  wisdom  of  these 
projects,  and  multitudes  have  been  in- 
duced by  that  pledge  to  cast  their  money 
into  the  auspicious  undertaking.  This 
unprecedented  mass  of  speculation, 
therefore,  we  are  forced  to  conclude,  is 
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not  the  folly  or  the  wickedness  of  a 
few,  but  a  national  art — the  wide-spread 
mania  of  numerous  classes — of  trailes- 
men,  of  merchants,  of  gentlemen,  <A 
clergymen,  of  rich  and  poor,  of  idle 
and  busy." 

The  issue  of  November  iSth contains 
this  from  the  Halifax  Guardian:  '-The 
Stock  Exchange  here  (Liverpool),  as 
well  as  in  Manchester,  is  in  a  fright- 
fully agitated  state.  Every  broker  sus- 
pects his  neighbor,  and  all  confidence 
among  the  fraternity  is  completely  des- 
troyed. The  panic  is  spreading,  and  it 
appears  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
brokers  have  been  jobbers  on  their  own 
account,  and  that  a  very  great  amouvt- 
of  the,  business  lately  done  has  been 
fictitious,  or,  'at  all  events,  that  no 
principals  beyond  the  brokers  them- 
selves have  been  concerned.  A  most 
unjustifiable  and  reckless  series  of 
transactions  have  been  carried  .on 
amohg'st  them — accounts  have  been 
jumbled  up  together,  arid  all  is  now 
chaos  and  confusion.  It  is  scarcely 
possibfe  to  know  who  are  the  sound 
or  who  is  the  unsound,  and  all  the 
business  of  new  transactions  is  en- 
tirely at  a  standstill.  Hundreds  of 
transactions  in  new  fanciful  scrip 
shares  v,-ill  never  he  paid  for;  in  fact, 
no  reasonable  man  can  look  to  obtain 
the  rates  at  which  he  sold  his  favored 
allotment,  and  very  many  of  these 
stags  who  had  fancied  themselves  re- 
tired into  green  pastures  of  quiet  rest, 
will  fintl  themselves  most  woefully  de- 
ceived. As  tor  sta.;s  in  recent  allot- 
ments, there  is  no  race  at    all;   nobody 


will  even  look  at  th-is  scrip;  and  as  to 
letters  of  appointment,  such  things  do 
not  see  daylight.  This  week  prices 
li.ive  falleri  some  twenty  or  thirty  per 
cent.,  and  more  brokers  are  involved 
than  we  were  led  to  infer,  while  the 
prospect  of  improvement  appears  to  be 
remote  and  uncertain.  The  system  of 
selling  out  has  been  in  daily  request  to 
a  much  larger  extent  than  the  business 
for  the  account;  and,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  embarrassment  has  in- 
creased in  greater  proportion.  Three 
firms,  members  of  the  association  over 
the  Royal  Bank,  have  been  expelled 
from  that  body  this  week  for  having 
made  default  in  paying  the  differences 
between  them,  and  it  is  said  that  a  far 
greater  number  of  cases  are  now  be- 
fore the  committee,  but  that  their  de- 
cision thereon  is  postponed  for  a  short 
time'.  As  to  business,  it  is  measurably 
dull.  The  prices  in  the  ofiicial  list  are 
mostly  nominal,  and  we  have  heard  it 
hinted  that  more  scrip  is  at  a  discount 
than  appears  to  be  from  tliat  publica- 
tion." Eny'and  had  begun  to  reap  the 
v.-hirlwind. 

Passing  on  to  Xovember  25tli:  "  The 
only  present  indication  of  a  movement 
in  railway  matters  is  that  proceeding 
from  the  unfortunate  holders  of  shares 
which  have  become  unsaleable  in  the 
market,  and  these  are  pressing  on  all 
sides  for  a  stoppage  to  all  firrtirer  ex- 
penditure, with  the  return  of  so  much 
of  the  deposit  as  may  be  left  on 
hand."  And  elsewhere  in  the  same 
issue:  "The  courts  of  banknrptcy 
throirghout  the  country  are  likely  to  be 
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very  soon  occupied  with  the  cases  of 
those  who  have  become  the  victims  of 
the  recent  railway  bubble  mania.  The 
firsr  of  an  anticipated  long  series  of 
judicial  investigations  into  failures  in 
trade  produced  by  indulgence  in  specu- 
lation was  commenced  a  day  or  two 
ago  at  Birmingham.  The  victim  in  the 
present  instance  appears  to  have  been 
a  person  not  fraudulently  disposed,  bi;t 
by  giving  way  to  a  general  failing  he 
has  acted  dishonestly  toward  his  credi- 
tors. The  bankrupt  in  this  case  is  a 
defaulter  in  a  small  scale,  and  a  mere 
dabbler  in  comparison  to  thousands 
who  have  been  neglecting  their  legiti- 
mate sources  of  substantial  profits  for 
the  visionary  shadows  which  railway 
speculation  has  placed  before  their 
eyes."  December  loth:  "  It  is  now 
calculated  that  the  seven  hundred  com- 
panies who  have  lodged  their  plans 
with  the  board  of  trade  must  furnish  to 
the .  accounting  general  within  a  few 
weeks  from  the  present  time  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  thirty-five  millions  of 
( To  be  CO 


money.  That  they  will  be  able  to  do 
this  no  sane  man  pretends  to  assert. 
The  bare  mention  of  the  thing  is  re- 
ceived as  an  absurdity.  The  only 
question  is  as  to  how  the  difficulty  may 
be  met." 

December  iSth:  "The  railway  drama 
approaches  its  denoument.  Each  day 
develops  some  new  effort  of  the  actors 
to  escape  the  toils  they  have  spread  for 
each  other.  The  more  they  struggle 
the  more  the  plot  thickens,  and  the 
deeper  becomes  the  interest  of  the 
scene.  There  is  a  strange  peculiarity 
in  the  performance.  It  reverses  the 
established  order  of  things  and  inverts 
the  common  proportion  of  numbers  be- 
tween the  players  and  the  audience. 
Here  we  have  on  one  side  a  crowded 
stage  and  a  whole  community  for  the 
dramatis  pirsona,  on  the  other  a  beg- 
garly account  of  empty  boxes,  dotted 
thinly  here  and  there  with  a  few  critical 
and  uusympathizing  spectators." 

J.  H.  Kennedy. 
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THE  RAILROAD  MEN  OF  AMERICA. 


CHAUN'CEY    M.    DEPEW. 


When,  in  the  opening  weeks  of  iSSS, 
at'  a  time  when  the  people  were  fore- 
casting the  Presidential  possibilities, 
and  speculation  was  rife  as  to  the  man 
who  should  lead  the  Republicans" 
against  Grover  Cleveland,  whose  re- 
nomination  was  already  assured,  sug- 
gestions were  heard  in  various  quarters 
east  and  west,  that  Chauncey  M. 
Depew  was  one  upon  whom  all  might 
unite;  and  when  the  idea,  received  the 
warmest  welcome  in  quarters  where  en- 
dorsement became  the  highest  compli- 
ment, the  unique  spectacle  was 
witnessed  of  the  declaration  by 
politicians  in  favor  o!  one  who  bud 
never  been  one  of  them,  of  one  who 
had  made  no  effort  to  place  himself  in 
the  attitude  of  a  candidate,  and  of  one 
whose  claim  upon  public  attention  was 
the  fact  that  he  was  worthy  of  it,  and 
that  his  great  abilities  had  made  him  so 
marked  that  he  was  universally  recog- 
nized as  equal  to  any  position  within 
the  people's  gift.  .\  lawyer,  an  orator 
and  a  railroad  man,  rather  than  a  poli- 
tician, he  had  commanded  the  admira- 
tlon  of  the  people  by  sheer  genius  and 
brain  power,  and  not  by  the  accidents 
of  position,  the  tricks  of  the  showy 
statesman,  or  the  purchase  of  enthusi- 
asm or  -political  support.  It  in  no 
sense  lessens  the  impressi\cness  of   this 


fact  that  another  was  chosen  in  the 
carrying  out  of  party  policy,  and  amid 
the  exciting  casting  of  chances  of  the 
Republican  National  convention. 

Although  trained  in  the  profession  of 
the  law,  Mr.  Depew  became,  ere  many 
years  of  {iractise,  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  railroad  interests  of 
New  V'ork  and  the  country,  that  his 
transition  from  one  field  of  labor  to  the 
other  was  natural,  and  alm.ost  inevitable 
under  the  circumstances;  and  when  he 
was  chosen  president  of  the  New  York 
Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad 
Company,  the  wisdom  of  the  choice 
was  recognized  in  all  quarters,  and  it 
was  agreed  that  the  ranks  of  the  rail- 
road men  of  t!ie  country  had  received  a 
reinforcement  that  would  shed  honor 
upon  a  body  already  renowned  for  thfe 
number  of  its  Iiigh-minded  and  brainy 
men. 

Mr.  Depew  was  born  in  Peekskill, 
N'ew  York,  on  April  3d,  1S34,  the  son 
of  Isaac  Depew,  a  prominent  and  highly 
esteemed  citi/.en  of  that  place.  His 
mother,  born  Martha  .Mitchell,  was  a 
lady  of  marked  personal  beauty  and 
fine  accomplishments,  and  a  member 
of  a  New  England  family,  whose  most 
illustrious  rei'resentative  was  Roger 
Sherman,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration     of     Independence.       Mr. 
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Depew's  remote  ancestors  were  Prench 
Huguenots,  who  quit  the  inhospitable 
land  of  their  nativity  about  the  time  of 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes, 
in  1658  ;  and  were  of  those  who 
founded  New  Rochelle,  West  Chester 
county,  New  York,  in  memory  of  La 
Rochelle,  France,  which  their  Hugue- 
not progenitors  had  defended  with 
dauntless  courage  against  the  assaults 
of  their  persecutors.  The  family  set- 
tled in  Peekskill  two  hundred  years 
ago,  and  the  farm  purchased  at  that 
time  still  belongs  to  them.  Mr.  Dcpcw 
still  delights  to  call  the  old  place  his 
home,  auuough  he  is  a  resident  of  New 
York,  and  has  for  years  been  recognized 
as  one  of  t^he  leading  men  of  the 
metropolis.  His  boyhood  was  spent 
in  his  native  village,  and  it  was  there 
that  he  was  fitted  for  college.  He  was 
known  as  an  apt  scholar  and  a  leader 
among  his  fellows,  and  gave  unmistak- 
able promise  of  future  brilliancy.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  Yale, 
and  in  1S56  was  graduated  with  one  of 
rhe  first  honors  of  his  class.  The  year 
of  his  graduation  will  live  in  history  in 
a  political  way  by  the  organization  of 
the  National  Republican  party,  and 
the  first  vote  of  the  young  man  for 
President  was  cast  for  Jolin  C.  Fremont, 
the  Republican  nominee.  Although  of 
Democratic  antecedents,  his  early  in- 
terest in  politics  had  led  him  to  prompt 
affiliation  with  the  new  party.  The 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  in 
1S54,  the  defiant  attitude  of  the  south 
in  its  efEorts  to  carry  slavery  into 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,   the  unqualified 


opposition  of  the  Republican  party 
to  the  extension  of  slavery  into  any 
of  the  territories,  and  the  hostility  of 
tiie  Democratic  party  to  congressional- 
interference  with  the  question  of  slavery 
in  the  territories  elsewhere  compelled 
attention;  and  young  Depew  was  already 
well  grounded  in  American  politics, 
and  was  as  well  prepared  to  decide  upon 
the  great  issue  involved  as  upon  any 
other  question  of  vital  moment. 

Having  chosen  the  law  as  his  pro- 
fession, Mr.  Depew  entered  upon  its 
study  in  Pcek.skili,  under  the  direction 
of  Hon.  William  Nelson,  and  was  duly 
admitted  in  1S5S.  In  the  same  year  he 
made  his  first  personal  appearance  in 
politics,  being  elected  a  delegate  to  the 
Republican  state  convention  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the 
Republican  cause,  and  the  energy  and 
skill  he  had  displayed  in  support  of  its 
policy.  He  commenced  ihe  practice  of 
law  in  1S59,  and  soon  demonstrated  his 
fitness  for  the  profession  ;  but  for  a  time 
at  least,  his  career  in  the  law  was  des- 
tined to  an  interruption.  In  i860  he 
took  the  stump  for  Lincoln  in  the  great 
and  impressive  Presidental  canvass  of 
that  year.  He  addressed  many  large 
and  enthusiastic  audiences  in  the  Ninth 
New  York  congressional  district,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  state  in  which  hev.-as 
best  known,  and  was  hailed  with  delight 
wherever  he  went. 

In  1 86 1  Mr.  Dejiew  was  nominated 
for  the  assembly  in  the  Thii*  West 
Chester  county  district,  and  although 
ti-.e  Democrats  were  largely  in""the  ma- 
jority in  the  county,  he  was  elected  by 
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a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine.  To  the  performance  of  his  legis- 
lative duties  he  carried  rare  intelligence, 
industry  and  tact,  to  say  nothing  of  his 
exceptional  qualities  as  an  orator.  He 
so  well  satisfied  his  constituents  that  he 
was  re-elected  in  1S62,  and  his  name 
was  prominently  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  speakership.  He  was 
made  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means,  was  for  a  portion'  of 
tlie  session  speaker  /re  ten:.,  and  was 
counted  a  vital  force  in  the  business  of 
the  session.  During  this  second  term 
in  the  assembly,  he  advocated,  with 
characteristic  earnestness  and  ability, 
the  adoption  of  some  measures  de- 
manded l>.y  the  interests  of  Xew  York 
city,  and  at  the  close  of  the  session,  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  efficient  service, 
was  tendered  a  banquet  by  a  number  of 
the  most  prominent  business  men  in  the 
metropolis,  and  found  himself  all  at 
once  the  subject  of  sincere  congratula- 
tions and  eloquent  eulogy. 

In  the  year  last  named,  the  Demo- 
cratic parly  scored  a  signal  victory  by 
the  election  of  its  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor, Horatio  Seymour,  one  of  the 
ablest  and  purest  statesmen  the  Empire 
state  has  produced.  The  prestige  of 
his  success  was  not  to  be  easily  over- 
come, and  in  the  following  year  the 
Republicans  fmind  it  necessary  to 
select  their  candidates  with  care.  Mr. 
Depew  was  chosen  as  the  standard- 
bearer  of  the  Republican  party  as  its 
candidate  for  secretary  of  state,  and  the 
campaign  was  an  exciting  one  from  its 
inception   to   its    close.      He  took    the 


aggressive  from  the  start,  and  led  his 
forces  with  consummate  skill  and  with 
an  energy  and  dash  that  carried  con- 
sternation into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 
At  the  close  of  the  contest  he  had  re- 
versed the  decision  of  1S62,  and  was 
proclaimed  the  victor  by  a  majority  of 
30,000.  In  this  canvass  Mr.  Depew 
displayed  prodigious  power  of  endur- 
ance. He  spoke  twice  a  day  for  six 
consecutive  weeks,  and  with  fresh- 
ness, vigor  and  commanding  eloquence 
on  each  occasion.  He  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  honor  to  the  state  ;  and  upon 
the  expiration  of  his  term  was  tendered 
a  renomi nation  by  his  party,  which  he 
unhesitatingly  declined.  When  An- 
drew Johnson  succeeded  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  Uniteil  States,  and  before 
he  broke  with  the  party  which  had  as- 
sociated his  name  with  that  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  a;id  elevated  him  to  power,  he 
selected  Mr.  Depew  for  the  post  of  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  New  York,  and 
had  proceeded  in  the  business  so  far  as 
to  make  out  the  commission  ;  but  be- 
coming incensed  against  Mr.  Edwin  D. 
Morgan,  then  one  of  the  Senators  from 
iSiew  York,  because  of  that  gentleman's 
refusal  to  sustain  his  veto  of  the  Civil 
Rights  bill,  he  tore  up  Mr.  Depew's 
credentials,  and  never  sent  his  name  to 
the  Senate  for  confirmation.  The  gov- 
ernment lost  the  services  of  a  man  of 
conceiled  ability  ;  but  in  the  light  of 
later  events  Mr.  Depew  was  the  gainer. 
Still  later  in  the  same  administration, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  \Vm.  H.  Sew- 
ard,    appointed     Mr,     Depew     United 
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States  minister  to  Japan,  and  for  a 
time  the  gentleman  thus  honored  was 
disposed^to  accept;  but  after  holding 
his  position  for  four  weeks  declined  the 
office,  with  the  evident  determination 
to  withdraw  from  political  life. 

He  now  brought  into  his  profession 
a  sturdier  manhood,  a  maturer  char- 
acter, larger  and  clearer  ideas  of  men 
and  affairs,  and  a  better  knowledge  of 
his  own  resources ;  and  resumed  his 
duties  with  the  consciousness  that,  for 
all  the  purposes  of  life,  his  talent  and 
energies  were  more  readily  available  to 
him  than  before.  He  had  already  won 
the  admiring  attention  of  Commodore 
Vanderbilt,  and  the  warm  friendship  of 
his  eldest.son,  William  H.  Vanderbilt; 
and  the  future  railroad  king  and  his 
chief  representative  now  gave  practical 
expression  to  their  high  appreciation 
of  his  talents  as  a  lawyer  and  his  char- 
acter as  a  man.  In  iS66  Mr.  Depew 
was  appointed  the  attorney  for  the 
New  York  &  Harlem  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  in  1S69,  when  this  company 
was  consolidated  with  the  New  York 
Central,  and  became  the  New  York 
Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad 
Company,  with  Commodore  Vanderbilt 
at  its  head,  Mr.  Depew  Was  made  the 
attorney  of  the  new  organization,  and 
was  afterwards  elected  a  member  of  its 
board  of  directors.  As  the  influence 
of  the  Var.derbilts  extended,  and  one 
road  after  another  was  brought  under 
their  management,  the  range  of  Mr. 
Depew's  ofricial  jurisdiction  became 
correspondingly  wider  ;  and  in  1S75  he 
was  promoted  to  be  general  counsel  for 


the  entire  Vanderbilt  system  and 
elected  to  a  directorship  in  each  of  the 
lines  comprised  in  it.  In  1872  he  permit- 
ted the  use  of  his  name  as  a  candidate 
for  lieutenant-governor  on  the  Liberal- 
Republican,  or  Greeley  ticket ;  but  his 
party  was  unsuccessful,  and  he  shared 
its  fate.  In  1S74  he  was  the  choice 
of  the  legislature  for  regent  of  the  state 
university,  and  was  also  appointed  one 
of  ■  the  commissioners  to  build  the 
capitol  at  Albany.  Indeed,  it  seemed 
as  if  there  was  to  be  no  limit  to  the 
duties  assigned  to  Mr.  Depew,  but  his 
administrative  ability  rendered  him 
equal  to  every  demand  upon  it,  and 
every  task  he  asssumed  was  faithfully 
performed. 

.\n  interesting  episode  in  the  life  of 
this  busy  and  remarkable  man  occurred 
in  iSSi  in  connection  with  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Conkling  and  Mr.  Piatt 
from  the  United  States  Senate,  and 
their  fight  for  a  return  to  their  old 
posts.  Gov.  Cornell  advised  the  legis- 
lature of  these  resignations,  and  on  the 
thirty-first  of  May  the  two  houses  bal- 
loted separately  for  their  successors. 
The  Republicans  had  a  majority  in 
each  house,  and  after  the  first  ballot 
went  into  joint  convention.  Mr. 
Depew  was  pressed  into  the  lists  by 
many  of  the  most  influential  men  in 
the  Republican  party,  and  yielded  re- 
luctant assent  to  the  use  of  his  r.ame. 
The  first  ballot  for  a  senator  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Piatt  was  distributed  among 
eighteen  candidates;  and  of  these  Mr. 
Depew  stood  second  in  point  of 
strength.       The     Democratic     ballots 
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were  cast  unanimously  for  Hun.  Fran- 
cis Kernan  to  h?  Mr.  PJstt's  successor 
and  for  John  C.  Jacobs  to  succeed  Mr. 
Conkling,  up  to  and  including  the 
twenty-second  ballot,  when  on  the 
twenty-third  it  was  scattered,  and  on 
and  after  the  twenty-fourth  it  was  en- 
tered on  Ciarkson  N.  Potter.  In  the 
ballot  under  consideration,  Mr.  Depew 
divided  the  honors  with  Mr.  Piatt,  who 
had  been  elected  by  this  same  legisla- 
ture, and  led  Gov.  Cornell  handsomely. 
The  Republicans  had  held  no  caucus, 
and  now  went  into  joint  convention 
without  formal  consultation  or  agree- 
ment. On  the  second  joint  ballot,  Mr. 
Depew  tied  Mr.  Piatt;  on  the  third  he 
led  him  by  two;  on  the  seventh,  he 
forged  gallantly  ahead  to  the  tune  of 
sixteen;  on  the  tenth,  he  led  him  by 
twenty-six;  and  in  the  fourteenth,  he 
moved  readily  away  from  his  strongest 
competitor  by  twenty-nine,  leavir.g  all 
the  others'  to  bring  up  the  rear  with  but 
a  feeble  showii.g  of  speed  or  strength. 
On  the  nineteenth  ballot  Mr.  Depew 
only  lacked  ten  votes  of  an  election, 
and  on  the  thirty-fourth  this  record  was 
repeated;  other ballotscarriedliini  very 
near  to  the  goal;  but  it  should  not  be 
inferred  from  this  statenient  that  his 
friends  were  at  any  time  titful  or  waver- 
ing in  their  support.  The  uncertainty 
and  vacillation  of  the  scattered  forces 
opposed  to  him  give  the  explanation. 
His  friends  stood  by  him  with  unflag- 
ging loyalty,  and  in  such  numbers  as  to 
demonstrate  beyond  all  question  that  he 
was  the'man  for  the  occasion  and  the 
choice  of  a  majority  of  his  party's  re- 


presentatives. On  tlie  ninth  ballot  he 
had  a  majority  of  three  over  all  the 
other  candidates;  on  the  tenth,  seven; 
and,  finally,  when  a  caucus  was  held 
and  a  candidate  nominated,  the  entire 
caucus  only  numbered  twelve  more  tlian 
the  highest  number  of  votes  given  to 
Mr.  Depew.  Under  these  circum- 
stances his  right  to  the  nomination 
would  seem  to  have  been  beyond  ques- 
tion, but,  as  one  has  said,  "  there  were 
gentlemen  in  the  field  who  fancied 
themselves  '  dark  horsts;  '  other 
gentlemen  who  were  sustained  by  the 
faint  hope  that  the  Senatorial  lightning 
might  strike  them,  and  still  others — 
and  with  them  their  friends — who  had 
axes  to  grind,  for  whom,  assuredly,  .Mr. 
Depew  would  not  turn  the  stone.  Mr. 
Depew' s  opponents  did  not  question 
his  great  abilities,  his  sterling  probity, 
or  his  eminent  fitness  for  the  high  place 
to  which  he  aspired  ;  they  could  not 
doubt  his  patriotism  or  his  loyal t)-  to 
his  party;  and  with  many  of  them  it 
was  not  that  they  loved  Mr.  Depew  the 
less,  but  themselves  the  more.  But 
who  was  to  bring  order  out  of  this  po- 
litical chaos?  Who  was  to  make  the 
sacHlice  necessary  to  the  restora- 
tion of  harmony?  Throughout  the 
contest  so  far,  Mr.  Depew  had  borne 
himself  with  true  manliness  and  dig- 
nity; he  had  stood  head  and  shoulders 
above  all  his  competitors;  his  friends 
were  prepared  to  stand  by  him  to  the 
bitter  end;  and  of  all  the  candidates 
named  he  alone  had  an  offering  worthy 
of  acceptance — and  he  it  was  who  made 
the  sacrifice."     On  the  morning  of  the 
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and  of  July,  the  deadly  bullet  of  the 
assassin,  Guitean.  struck  down  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  Ja^^es 
A.  Garfield,  and  the  heart  of  tlie  \ation 
thrilled  with  horror.  In  the  presence 
of  this  awful  calamity  the  people  stood 
awe  struck  and  dumb,  and  sadness, 
mourning  and  a  fearful  sense  of  inse- 
curity spread  all  over  the  land.  The 
effect  of  this  appalling  tragedy  upon 
the  minds  of  men  need  not  be  de- 
scribed here.  The  New  York  legisla- 
ture had  adjourned  upon  the  announce- 
ment of  the  tragedy,  and  when  it  re- 
assembled, the  more  thoughtful  men  of 
the  Republican  party  felt  that  the  Sen- 
atorial contests  should  be  brought  to  a 
close  as  tlecently  and  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. Mr.  Depew  was  the  first  to 
point  out  the  duty  of  the  hour,  and, 
after  the  fortieth  ballot  had  shown  his 
undiminished  strength,  he  withdrew 
from  the  field.  In  his  letter  to  the  con- 
vention he  said:  "Neither  the  state 
nor  the  party  can  afford  to  have  New 
York  unrepresented  in  the  National 
councils.  A  great  crime  has  plunged 
the  ration  intosorrow,  andin  the  midst 
o£  the  prayers  and  the  tears  of  the 
whole  people,  supplicating  for  the  re- 
covery and  weeping  over  the  wound  of 
the  President,  this  partisan  strife  should 
cease."  To  those  who  had  fought 
with  pride  and  unquenchable  zeal 
under  his  flag,  he  made  grateful  and 
touching  acknowledgment,  and  said: 
"  Their  devotion  wdl  be  the  pride  of  my 
life  and  the  heritage  of  my  children." 
On  the  Sth  of  July,  .Mr.  Depew  ha\  ing 
withdrawn,  a  caucus  of  the  Republican 


members  was  held,  and  Warner  Miller 
was  nominated  by  tlie  caucus,  and  the 
nomination  v.as  ratified  in  joint  con- 
vention on  the  forty-eighth  ballot. 
Mr.  Conkling's  successor  was  not 
elected  until  the  22d  of  July.  Mr. 
Depew  had  every  reason  to  be  proud  of 
the  part  he  played  in  the  conflict. 

Recognition,  however,  came  to  him 
in  its  own  good  time.  In  18S4  the 
Republicans  of  all  factions  in  the  legis- 
lature, being  in  a  majorty  of  nearly 
two-thirds,  tendered  the  United  States 
senatorship  to  Mr.  Depew,  but  he  had 
become  con;mitted  to  so  many  business 
and  professional  trusts  he  felt  compelled 
to  decline  the  honor.  In  1SS2  William 
H.  Vanderbilt  retired  from  the  presi- 
dency of  the  New  York  Central,  and 
tlie  management  was  reorganized.  Mr. 
James  H.  Rutter  was  made  president, 
and  Mr.  Depew  second  vice-president. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Rutter  in  18S5 
Mr.  Depew  was  elevated  to  the  presi- 
dency, and  is  now  the  executive  head 
of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  pros- 
perous railroad  corporations  in  the 
world,  with  untold  wealth  at  his  back, 
and  with  an  influence  commensurate 
with  the  vast  interests  of  the  great 
Vanderbilt  system  of  railroads,  and  not 
even  circumscribed  by  these  limits. 
For  over  twenty  years  "he  had  been  the 
friend  of  William  H.  Vanderbilt,  and 
enjoyed  his  confidence  to  the  utmost. 
.■\s  counsel,  director  and  vice-president, 
and  as  Mr.  Vanderbilt's  confidant  and 
friend,  he  had  become  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  management  of  the 
road,    and    he    made    its    details    and 
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■secrets  his  own.  As  the  chief  legal 
adviser  he  hr.d  to  deal  with  the  intrica- 
cies of  nearly  every  branch  of  its 
business  ;  all  tliat  the  heads  of  the 
departments  had  acquired  by  years  of 
observation  and  practical  experience 
was  his  to  command  ;  he  had  been  in 
at  the  inception  of  every  enterprise,  had 
aided  in  shaping  the  policy  of  the  road 
and  in  defiining  its  relations  with  other 
like  corporations  ;  he  had  been  the  inter- 
preter of  the  law  which  declared  its  rights, 
responsibilities  and  limitations ;  he 
had  completely  mastered  its  machinery 
and  knew  the  powpr  that  ni'^v.^r! 'it,  and 
better  than  any  other  man  he  was  pre- 
pared to  fill  the  place  in  which  the  Van- 
deibilts,  ♦father  and  son,  had  distin- 
guished themselves  as  great  managers, 
and  in  which  each  had  won  for  himself 
the  title  of  Railway  King.  To  fit 
himself  for  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  such  u  corporation  meant  work, 
and  a  great  m.any  things  besides.  The 
basilar  fact  in  .Mr.  Dcpew's  character 
is  a  profound  and  acurate  judgment, 
and  this  asserts  itself  in  all  his  mani- 
fold relations  with  men  and  affairs,  and 
as  well  in  every  effort  he  puts  forth  in 
anydirection.  I'ractical common  sense, 
tact,  an  exquisite  sense  of  the  pro- 
prieties, a  singular  aptitude  for  busi- 
ness and  an  intuitive  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  means  with  reference  to  their 
ends,  are  manifestations  of  this  judgment; 
and,  if  we  add  a  strong  will,  great  ex- 
executive  ability,  untiring  industry  and 
instinctive  love  of  order  and  readiness 
to  adopt  tiie  best  method,  an  intellect 
of  astonishing    range   and    remarkable 


promptness  in  the  solution  of  intricate 
problems,  we  have  a  correct  estimate  of 
the  qualities  which  go  to  make  Mr. 
Depew  a  worthy  successor  to  William 
H.  Vanderbilt,  and  to  maintain  for  him 
an  undisputed  place  in  the  first  rank  of 
x\merican  railroad  managers." 

Mr.  Depew,  in  addition  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  New  York  Central  &  Hud- 
son River  Railroad  company,  occupies 
the  same  relation  to  the  West  Shore 
Railroad  company;  is  a  director  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  ;  the  Michigan 
Central  ;  the  Cleveland,  Columbus, 
Cincinnati  &  Indianapolis;  the  New 
York,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis;  the  Chicago, 
St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha,  and 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford. In  addition  to  these  important 
railroad  connections,  his  time  and  in- 
terest are  claimed  in  many  directions 
of  a  business,  charitable  or  social  nature. 
He  is  regent  of  the  University  of  the 
state  of- New  York,  president  of  the 
well-knownandinlliiential  Union  League 
Club  of  New  York  city,  having  been 
twice  elected  to  that  position  ;  and  is 
now,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  the 
popular  leader  and  president  of  the 
\'aie  Alumni  .Association.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  celebrated  ' 'Sku li- 
ana-Bones "  of  Yale  college,  and  also 
of  the  St.  Nicholas  Society  of  New 
^'ork,  the  Holland  Society  of  New 
York,  and  the  Huguenot  Society  of 
.■\Hierica.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a  di- 
rector of  the  L'^nion  Trust  Company  of 
New  York,  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Company,  and  the  Equitable  Life 
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Assurance  Society ;  and  bears  the 
degree  of  LL.  D.  conferred  on  him  by 
Vale  Unjversity,  June  2S,  1SS7. 
■  While'  as  has  been  already  said,  Mr. 
Depew  was  urged  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Republican  nomination  for  President 
in  iSSS,  he  made  no  personal  effort  to 
advance  his  chances  in  that  direction, 
although  willing  that  his  name  should 
be  used,  and  frank  as  to  his  purpose  of 
acceptance  should  the  honor  be  laid 
upon  him.  Elected  as  one  of  the  dele- 
egates  from  New  York,  he  became  from 
the  first  one  of  the  conspicuous  men  in 
that  great  gathering  ;  and  when  it  was 
knov.-n  that  he  was  the  choice  of  the 
delegation  from  the  Empire  state,  and 
would  rijceive  its  su[)port.  the  feeling 
was  held  in  many  quarters  that  he  was 
in  truth  the  coming  man.  On  June 
22  his  name  was  formally  presented  as 
a  candidate  by  Senator  Hiscock  of  New 
York,  who  declared,  on  behalf  of  his 
colleagues  :  •'  We  propose  a  candidate 
whose  name  will  be  an  inspiration  to 
our  country.  His  name  is  dear  to  us 
all.  Hi?  counsel  has  led  us  and  will 
guide  us  ;  his  eloquence  has  electrified 
and  will  continue  to  inspire  us.  His 
broad  and  statesmanlike  utterances  have 
long  commanded  the  respect  of  the 
people,  not  of  New  York  alone,  but 
wherever  heard  or  read.  As  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  Republic,  his  superb 
abilities,  his  matchless  executive  equip- 
ment, his  thorough  knowledge  of  af- 
fairs, his  broad  comprehension  of  pub- 
licinterests  and  the  Nation'scapacities, 
his  perfect  integrity,  his  justness  and 
consideration  of  the  rights  of  man,  his 


fidelity  to  Republican  principles,  would 
assure  an  administration  promotive  of 
National  development  and  progress." 

On  the  first  ballot  Mr.  Depew  re- 
ceived 99  votes  ;  the  same  on  the 
second,  and  91  on  the  third — at  the 
conclusion  of  which  an  adjournment 
was  had  until  evening.  In  the  evening 
when  the  convention  had  reassembled, 
Mr.  Depew  ascended  the  platform, 
where  he  received  an  ovation  that  well 
illustrated  his  popularity  with  the  dele- 
gates and  the  people,  and  in  a  short 
speech  wii'adrew  his  name  from  the 
contest.  His  reasons  for  so  doing  can 
be  best  given  in  his  own  words. 

"  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  Convention  :  I  come  here,"  he 
said,  "  as  a  delegate  at  large  from  the 
state  of  New  York,  neitlier  expecting 
nor  desiring  to  appear  in  the  conven- 
tion or  before  it  in  any  other  capacity. 
After  my  arrival  the  representatives  of 
New  York,  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
presented  my  name  to  this  convention. 
It  was  done  for  state  reasons,  in  the 
belief  that  because  it  was  the  only  time 
since  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can party  that  all  divisions  could  be 
healed  and  all  interests  united  in  the 
Empire  state,  it  would  secure  in  that 
commonmealth  the  triumph  of  the 
ticket.  (Applause.)  Under  these  con- 
ditions, personal  consideration  and 
opinion  could  have  no  TJossible  weight. 
Since  then  a  discussion  has  arisen 
which  has  convinced  me  that  my  vo- 
cation and  associations  will  raise  a 
question  in  hitiierto  certain  Republican 
states   which   might   enable  the  enemy 
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to  obscure  the  great  issue  of  the  future 
industrial  piospeiity  of  this  country, 
(applause,)  which,  unless  obscured  in 
some  way,  will  surely  win  us  success 
this  fall.  (Applause.)  The  delegates 
had  voted  to  continue  in  this  sup'port 
so  long  as  ballots  were  to  be  taken, 
but  under  the  circumstances,  after  the 
most  earnest  and  prayerful  considera- 
tion, I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  no 
personal  consideration,  no  state  reasons, 
could  stand  for  a  moment  in  the  way 
of  the  general  success  of  the  party  alt 
over  this  country,  or  could  be  permit- 
ted to  threaten  the  integrity  of  the 
party  in  any  commonwealth  hitherto 
Republican.  In  our  own  state,  by  wise 
laws  and  ^iser  submission  to  them  by 
the  railroad  companies,  the  railway 
problem  has  been  so  completely  settled 
that  it  has  disappeared  from  our  poli- 
tics. (Applause.)  But  I  believe  that 
there  are  communities  where  it  is  still 
so  active  that  there  may  be  danger  in 
having  it  presented  directly  or  in- 
directly. _  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  after  your  vote  this  morning,  I 
called  on  the  delegation  from  my  own 
state  and  requested  thcni  to  release  me 
from  further  service  in  that  capacity. 
They  have  consented,  and  my  only 
excuse  in  appearing  here  is  to  give 
excuse  for  their  action  for  the  appear- 
ance of  my  name,  and  to  express  heart- 
felt tlianks  to  gentlemen  from  the 
states  and  territories  v,-lio  have  honored 
me  with  their  suffrages.  The  causes 
which  have  led  to  this  action  on  the  part 
of  the  state  of  New  ^'o^k,  now  that  tlieir 
judgment  has  been  arrived  at,  will  leave 


no  heart-burnings  among  the  people  in 
that  state.  The  delegation  will  go 
home  to  a  constituency  which  will  find 
us  unanimous  in  the  support  of  who- 
ever may  be  the  nominee  of  this  con-' 
vention."      (.\pplause.) 

Mr.  Depew's  last  notable  public 
apppearance  was  as  chief  orator  in  the 
great  centennial  celebration  that  oc- 
cured  in  New  York  city,  in  the  Spring 
of  1SS9. 

This  sketch  of  Mr.  Depew  would  fall 
far  short  of  doing  him  justice  if  it  failed 
to  take  into  account  the  warmth  and 
depth  of  his  social  nature,  the  inflexible 
probity  of  his  character  and  his  broad 
and  generous  sympathies  toward  his 
fellow  man.  He  has  in  abundant 
measure  tiie  affectionate  nature  which 
distinguished  Henry  Clay,  and  which 
made  him  the  idol  of  such  a  circle 
of  friends  as  no  other  American 
statesman  could  ever  boast  of.  He 
is  loyal  to  his  friends  and  tliey 
are  unswer^'ing  in  their  devotion 
to  him;  he  is  tolerant  of  men's  con- 
victions while  firm  in  maintaining  his 
own;  he  delights  in  speaking  well  of 
others,  and,  ab(jve  all,  finds  infinite 
satisfaction  in  doing  good.  While  he 
has  back  of  hlni  tnormoas  wealtii,  and 
can  count  annjnghis  friends  the  noblest 
in  the  land,  he  is  never  unmindful  of 
the  claims  of  the  less  fortunate  wlio  are 
entitled  to  his  consideration.  As  an 
orator,  and  especially  as  a  post-pran- 
dial speaker,  Mr.  Depew's  reputation 
lias  long  since  b-ea  est.ibli5ned  the 
country  over. 
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Samuel  F.  Barger,  who,  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  or  more,  has  been  one  of 
those  most  closely  identified  with  the 
interests  of  the  New  York  Central,  has 
had  a  wide  influence,  in  a  quiet  way, 
upon  the  railroad  development  of  New 
York  and  those  portions  of  the  West 
through  which  its  greatest  lines  of  rail- 
way are  led.  He  is  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  early  Dutch  families  who 
made  their  homes  upon  Staten  Island, 
where  njt  only  his  ^■.:ireiits  b"t  '  ;^ 
grandparents  were  born.  His  own 
career  opened  in  New  York  City  on 
October  1*9,  1S32.  His  primary  edu- 
cation was  acquired  at  tlie  grammar 
school  of  Columbia  college,  then  lo- 
cated in  Murray  street;  and  after  com- 
pleting the  usual  preparatory  course, 
he  entered  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  of  which  the  Hon.  Theo- 
dore Frelinghuysen  was  then  chancellor. 
In  the  TOeantime  the  father  had  re- 
moved from  New  York  to  N'ew  Jersey, 
where  the  son  proceeded  after  the  com- 
pletion of  his  course,  and  entered  upon 
the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of 
Aaron  S.  Pennington,  of  Paterson.  He 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  New  Jersey 
in  1S54,  and  in  1855  came  to  New 
York  where  l.e  was  again  admitted,  as 
was  required  by  tlie  laws  of  the  state. 
He  immediately  commenced  the  labors 
incident  to  his  profession  ;  taking  pos- 
ession,  in  1S58,  of  an  office  in  the 
Trinity  building  whicli  he  has  since 
continuously  occupied. 


Mr.  Barger'.s  connection  with  thegreat 
railroad  S)stcm  in  which  he  has  so  long 
had  part,  commenced  when  Commo- 
dore Vanderbilt,  in  1S67,  assumed 
control  of  the  New  York  Central;  be- 
coming one  of  the  directors  of  that 
company.  }Ic  has  occupied  that  im- 
portant relation  from  that  day  to  this, 
his  term  of  ofrice  extending  through 
the  three  Vanderbilt  generations,  the 
Commodore,  WilliamH.,  and  the  sons 
■1^  d  successors  of  the  latter.  It  has 
been  no  mere  formal  or  nominal  rela- 
tion to  the  company  that  he  has  sus- 
tained, as  he  has  been,  all  through  his 
term  as  director,  a  member  of  the  ex- 
ecutive and  !i  nance  committees,  where 
his  extended  experience,  sound  con- 
servatism, good -judgment  and  know- 
ledge of  the  law  have  been  continu- 
ously brougiit  into  play  for  the  pro- 
tection or  advancement  of  the  interests 
committed  to  his  care. 

The  changes  that  have  occured  since 
Mr.  Barger  assumed  his  first  rtfiicial  po- 
sition in  the  directory  of  the  Central, 
may  be  understood  from  the  fact  that 
he,  although  by  no  means  an  old  man, 
is  the'only  living  representative  of  that 
board.  His  associates,  Commodore 
Vanderbilt,  William  H.  Vanderbilt. 
.Augustus  Schell,'  Horace  F.  Clarke, 
Daniel  Torrence.  C.  W.  Chapin,  James 
H.  Banker,  H.  Henry  Baxter,  William 
A.  Kissam  and  George  J.  Whitney, 
have  all  reached  the  end  of  their 
earthly    labors,   and    those  of    a   new 
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generation  have  come  to  take  their 
places. 

Mr.  »Barger  had  the  honor  of  pre- 
siding over  one  of  the  most  important 
meetings  recorded  in  the  history  of  the 
American  railroad — that  held  at  Albany 
on  November  i,  1S69,  when  the  Hud- 
son. River  railroad  and  the  New  York 
Central  were  consolidated  into  the  one 
giant  system  under  the  laws  provided 
for  that  purpose,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  wise  and  foreseeing  plans  al- 
ready formed.  He  has  also,  through 
the  use  of  his  capital  and  personal 
labors,  been  of  efficient  service  to  the 
Western  extensions  or  connections  of 
the  Central  system,  serving  as  a 
directur.and  a  member  of  the  executive 
and  finance  committees  of  the  follovv- 
ing  roads:  the  Harlem  railroad,  the 
West  Shore,  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michi- 
gan Southern,  the  Canada  Southern 
and  its  leased  lines,  the  Michigan 
Centraf  and  the  Chicago  &  Northwest- 
ern—giving him  an  official  connection 
and  service  over  the  vast  extent  of 
country 'extending  from  New  York  on 
the  east,  to  Omaha  on  the  west. 

Mr.  Barger's  other  official  connec- 
tions, railroad  and  otherwise,  may  be 
briefly  summarized:  a"  trustee  of  the 
Canada  Southern  Bridge  Company,  and 
the  Albany  Bridge  Company;  a  director 
and  member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Wagner  Palace  Car  Company 
from  its  formation ;  a  trustee  of  the 
Union  Trust  Company  for  some  ten  or 
twelve  years  past.  He  was  a  director 
and  3.  iiicmlier  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 


Company,  and  also  a  member  of  other 
committees  of  the  same  great  organiza- 
tion for  a  number  of  years;  but  re- 
signed ar  d  retired  therei'rom  upon  the 
consolidation  of  the  Western  Union 
with  the  American  Union  in  iSSi. 

These  varied  and  important  interests 
have  certainly  furnished  Mr.  Barger 
with  sufiicient  occupation  and  he  has 
carefully  kept  within  the  lines  ,they 
marked  out;  caring  little  for  the  ex- 
citement of  public  life  and  refusing  all 
invitations  in  that  direction.  A  life- 
long Democrat,  he  has  used  his  influ- 
ence for  the  advancement  of  his  party's 
interests  and  the  upholding  of  its  prin- 
ciples, but  has  kept  himself  steadily  in 
the  back-ground,  his  only  office- 
holding  being  comprised  in  a  term  as 
quarantine  commissioner  in  1S60,  and 
service  as  an  elector  upon  the  Demo- 
cratic Presidential  ticket  of  New  York 
in  1S76.  He  has  also  been  identified 
with  the  public  school  system  of  New 
York,  and,  through  other  channels,  has 
quietly  given  efficient  service  for  the 
public  good.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  Masonic  order  for  many  years; 
is  an  attendant  of  Dr.  Hall's  Presby- 
terian churcii  ;  and  holds  a  prominent 
position  in  New  York  social  life,  hav- 
ing been  a  moniber  of  the  Union  Club 
since  1S67  and  on  its  governing  com- 
mittee, and,  in  addition  to  member- 
ship in  several  other  social  organiza- 
tions of  New  York,  is  a  member  of  the 
Somerset  club  of  Boston  and  the  two 
clubs  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  where 
he  spends  his  summer  months.  In  his 
personal    relations    Mr.     Barger    is    a 
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quiet, unassuming  gentleman, generous, 
approachable,  well-acquainted  with 
literature-and  art,  while  in  all  his  busi- 
ness relations  he  is  high-mindeii,  hon- 
orable, with  integrity  that  has  never 
been  impeached,  and  a  desire  that  the 
rights  of  the  humblest  holder  in  any 
interests    under   his    control,    shall  be 


carefully  guarded  and  protected.  His 
record  in  connection  with  the  great 
Central  system  has  not  only  been  ex- 
tended over  a  long  and  important  per- 
iod, but  in  all  respects  has  been  one  of 
which  he  might  well  be  proud,  and 
upon  which  no  dark  line  of  criticism 
or  condemnation  can  be  justly  laid. 


CHARLES    L.    COLnv. 


It  was  well  for  those  great  railroad 
^nr."'^';^-  "*  '■'-r  '''i't''".-est  ♦"hat  when 
Gardner  Colby  was  compelled  by  ad- 
vancing age  and  the  approach  of  disease 
to  lay  down  the  burdens  he  had  so 
manfully  borne,  there  was  one  who  by 
reason  of  youth,  industry,  keen  natural 
sagacity  and  financial  genius,  was  able 
to  step  into  the  breach  and  carry  all 
forward  to  a  magnificent  success. 
Charles  Lewis  Colby  inherited  from  his 
father  much  more  than  was  set  down  in 
any  formal  be<]uest;  for  no  mention 
was  there  made  of  the  traits  of  charac- 
ter that  made  the  one  conspicuous  and 
honored,  and  that  shine  so  steadily  and 
truly  in  the  life  and  works  of  the  other. 

The  son,  Charles  L.,'  who  is  now 
and  has  been  for  years  ranked  as  one 
of  the  foremost  railroad  men  of  the 
country,  was  born  in  Roxburv,  now  a 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston,  on  May  22, 
1S39.  His  youth  was  passed  under  the 
care  of  a  father  and  mother  alive  to  his 
best  moral  and  mental  interests;  and 
after  the  usual  preparatory  schooling 
he    entered    Brown    University,    from 


which  he  graduated  in  1858.  He  soon 
after  entered  upon  his  business  career 
in  Boston  with  Page,  Richardson  & 
Co.,  ship-owners,  who  run  a  line  of 
packets  to  Liverpool,  and  also  con- 
ducted a  large  average  adjusting  busi- 
ness. At  the  end  of  three  years  he 
went  to  New  York  city,  where  he  en- 
entered  into  partnership  with  Capt. 
Albert  Dunbar — a  man  much  older 
than  himself — under  the  firm  name  of 
Dunbar  &:  Colby.  Their  business  was 
the  building  and  general  management 
of  ships.  The  senior  partner  soon 
after  became  unable  to  attend  to  busi- 
ness because  of  sickness,  and  in  two 
years  died,  leaving  Mr.  Colby  the  con- 
trol of  their  great  enterprises  almost 
from  the  commencement  of  their  part- 
nership. Nothing  Jaunted  he  kept 
fearlessly  along  the  road  upon  which 
he  had  entered,  commanding  unusual 
success.  He  soon  added  a  general 
warehouse  business  and  admitted  -a 
brother  as  partner,  the  firm  being 
known  as  C.  L.  &  J.  L.  Colby— E.  15. 
Bartlett  being  afterwards  also  admitted. 
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In  1870  Mr.  Colby  entered  upon 
what  may  be  well  considered  the  great 
T.'ork  oS  his  life,  giving  up  his  New 
York  connection  thai  lie  might  aid  his 
father  in  the  Wisconsin  Central  enter- 
prise. He  was  soon  set  to  a  task  tliat 
was  calculated  to  try  his  powers  to  the 
fullest,  being  sent  in  1S70-71  to  Europe 
to  negotiate  securities  and  sell  the  rail- 
road bonds.  He  was  laid  under  no 
special  instructions  by  the  management 
but  left  free  to  compass  the  desired 
ends  by  his  own  methods,  and  the  re- 
sults showed  that  the  trust  had  been 
committed  to  the  right  hands.  Upon 
reaching  Europe  Mr.  Colby  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Henry  Villard,  and 
through- his  assistance  negotiated  a 
large  amount  of  railroad  securities  in 
Germany.  The  next  three  years  were 
spent  in  alternating  between  Europe 
and  America,  with  occasional  visits  to 
Wisconsin,  his  attention  being  mainly 
given  to  the  financial  part  of  the  enter- 
prise. In  1S74  it  was  found  that  his 
attention  was  almost  continuously  re- 
quired in  the  West,  and  he  accordingly 
closed  up  his  affairs  in  New  York,  sold 
out  his  Eastern  interests,  and  removed 
to  Milwaukee,  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  He  was  first  treasurer  of 
the  Phillips  &  Colby  Construction  Co., 
and  held  that  office  for  several  years. 
He  was  connected  with  the  Wisconsin 
Central  from  its  beginning,  and  it  may 
be  said  in  passing  that  he  has  raised 
all  the  money  needed  by  the  exten- 
sions and  improvements  of  the  great 
systeni  until  now,  and  has  carried  into 
the    State    of    Wisconsin    over    twenty 


million  dollars,  besides  ten  millions  or 
more  which  has  been  invested  in 
Chicago  in  connection  with  the  same 
great  enter])ri/.e.     • 

In  1S77  Mr.  Colby  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Wisconsin  Central  and 
remained  continuously  in  that  position 
until  now  except  during  an  interm  of  a 
few  months  when  he  resigned  for  a  time, 
to  cover  an  expected  absence  in  the 
east.  The  grand  work  he  has  accom- 
plished in  connection  therewith ;  the 
service  he  has  given  to  his  adopted 
state  ;  and  the  results  accomplished  by 
the  seed  sown  by  his  father  and  nur- 
tured by  himself  in  that  now  teeming 
portion  of  the  west,  may  best  l)e 
learned  from  the  following  tribute  from 
one  of  the  leading  journals  of  Wiscon- 
sin, the  Setitincl,  of  Milwaukee: 

"  Mr.  Colby  has  been  a  resident  of 
Wisconsin  nearly  seven  years  ;  he  has 
been  identified  with  many  enterprises 
of  a  public  character  ;  has  interested 
himself  greatly  in  all  benevolent  and 
charitable  institutions ;  and  in  many 
cases,  as  all  know,  has  contributed 
largely  both  of  his  means  and  of  his 
time  to  increase  their  usefulness  and 
their  power.  Through  his  untiring  and 
ceaseless  ertorts  is  due,  more  than  to 
any  other  cause,  the  final  completion 
and  success  of  the  Wisconsin  Central 
Railroad,  wliich  has  done  more  for  the 
recent  development  of  the  state  than 
any  other  enterprise. 

"  In  Mr.  Colby's  efforts  to  accomp- 
lish these  great  results  he  has  met  with 
much  opposition  from  many  who  should 
lather    have   given    to    it    their    hearty 
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good  will  and  help.  He  has  been  ham- 
pered in  the  courts,  in  the  legislature, 
and  by  these  same  prosecutions  to 
which  reference  has  already  been  made  ; 
but  he  has  fought  his  way  to  success. 
Many  of  those  who  once  bitterly  op- 
posed him  are  now  his  warmest  friends; 
and  the  day  has  already  come  when 
the  whole  state  recognizes  the  energy, 
enterprise,  integrity  and  pluck  of  tlie 
man  who  has  yielded  to  no  obstacle 
and  to  no  enemy.  Tlie  few  who  now 
oppose  him  appear  to  be  merely  those 
who  have  been  dismissed  from  employ- 
ment of  the  compariV  for  reasons  tliat 
were  sufficient  to  warrant  it  in  so  doing. 
The  congratulations  that  have  poured 
in  upon  Afl-.  Colby  from  not  only  the 
business  men  and  best  people  of  Mil- 
waukee, but  from  all  over  the  state  and 
the  northwest,  indicate  the  high  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by  all  communities 
whc^  know  him.  Few  men,  if  any,  have 
ever  become  identified  with  the  interests 
of  Wisconsin  and  who  have,  in  the 
brief  period  of  seven  years,  attained  to 
so  high  position  in  the  regard  of  the 
people  of  the  state.  Although  stand- 
ing aloof  from  desire  for  political  pre- 
ferment, and  only  accepting  public 
service  when  it  has  been  forced  upon 
him,  he  even  became  tJie  first  choice  of 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  communi- 
ties where  he  is  best  known,  for  the 
position  of  United  States  senator  ;  and 
was  persistently  brou-ht  forward  in 
connection  with  that  p(.isition,  although 
at  no  time  in  arty  way  or  degree  a 
candidate. 

"To  those  who  appreciate,  first,  the 


herculean  labor  and  grit  required  to 
pLibh  the  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad 
through  the  northern  wilderness  of 
the  state  ;  second,  that  the  work  ac- 
complished was  the  entering  wedge  to 
the  present  rapid  development  of  the 
entire  upper  half  of  the  territory  of  the 
commonwealth  ;  third,  that  thereby  the 
greatest  natural  resources  of  Wisconsin 
were  made  known  and  became  utilized; 
fourth,  that  from  this  beginning,  made 
less  than  ten  years  ago,  the  northern 
half  of  the  state  has  become  reclaimed 
from  absolute  wilderness  to  equally 
productive  wealth  with  that  of  any 
other  region  ;  fifth,  that  to  this  begin- 
ning is  alone  due  the  present  stride  of 
railways  across  and  through  the  long 
neglected  territory  that  fairly  teems 
with  grand  riches  of  forest,  mine  and 
field,  and  that  is  to  be  in  the  near 
future  the  most  steadily  flowing  tribu- 
tary to  Milwaukee's  commercial  great- 
ness ;  then,  indeed,  there  can  be  but 
one  sentiment  in  regard  to  tb.e  good 
accomplished  by  the  long  hindered  yet 
finally  successful  labors  of  Mr.  Charles 
L.  Colby  and  his  immediate  associates 
in  the  great  work  of  building  the  Wis- 
consin Central  Railroad  through  the 
wilderness  that  was  so  long  deemed 
impregnable.  To-day  Mihv^uikee  and 
Wisconsin  owe  much  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  \\'isconsin  Central,  and 
northern  Wisconsin  owes  everything." 
The  details  of  railroad  work  accom- 
plished in  that  portion  of  the  north- 
west by  Mr.  Colby  and  his  associates 
in  creating  the  presentWisconsin  Central 
system,  would  fill  a  volume   if  related 


THE    RAfLKO.I.O    .MEN   Of  A:.tERfC. 


545 


in  full.  They  built  the  Wisconsin  iV 
Minnesota,  Milw.iukc-e  &r  Lake  Winne- 
bago ;  bought  the  Chippewa  Falls  & 
Western;  built  the  Minnesota,  St. 
Croi.x;  &  Wisconsin  ;  built  the  St.  Paul 
&  St.  Croix  Falls  ;  built  the  Pack- 
waukee  &r  .Montello,  the  Penokee  Rail- 
road, and  the  Chicago,  Wisconsin  & 
Minnesota  ;  and  also  created  the 
Chicago  &  Great  Western,  a  terminal 
company  holding  the  terminal  facilities 
of  the  system  in  Chicago  and  its 
suburbs.  These  companies  make  up 
what  is  called  the  Wisconsin  Centr.il 
lines  ;  sonic  having  been  consolidated, 
iuiu  u.i  ijioi^jjiiL  into  one  byiiem  auti 
under  one  control.  Mr.  Colby  is  presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  ail  the  companies 
named. 

In  addition  to  these  connections, 
Mr.  Colby  is  also  closely  identified  with 
the  various  important  lines  leading 
clear  to  the  Pacific ;  being  on  the 
boards -of  direction  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  company  ;  the  Oregon 
Trans-continental  company.;  and  the 
Oregon-  Navigation  company.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  executive  commi-- 
tees  of  each  of  these  great  corporations. 

As  if  the  above  business  connections 
were  not  enough  to  .keep  even  the 
giant  industry  and  executive  genius  of 
Mr.  Colby  engaged,  his  name,  capital 
and  energy,  may  be  found  working  for 
the  general  good  through  other  lines 
of  commercial  activity.  He  is  con- 
nected   with   various   equipment    com- 


Tilden  min'-s — which  developed  the 
Gogebic  regions  ; — he  and  his  friends 
own  a  half  interest  in  the  Ashland 
Iron  Mining  Company,  of  which  he  is 
also  president ;  and  also  of  the  Colby 
Consolidated  Mining  Company,  organ- 
ized for  the  purchase  of  interests  in 
other  mines.  These  several  companies 
put  out  from  five  to  six  hundred 
thousand  tons  of  ore  annually. 

Not  alone  in  a  career  of  business 
success,  ha,  Charles  L.  Colby  con- 
formed his  life  to  that  of  the  beloved 
father  whom  he  well  may  choose  for  a 
model  ;  but  in  works  of  educational 
and  religious  usefulness,  and  in  a  broad 
charity  that  seeks  only  for  the  best 
■  results,  and  takes  little  note  of  the 
outlay  that  must  go  before.  Like  his 
father,  he  is  a  trustee  of  Brown  L'ni- 
versity;  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Wayland  University,  at 
Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin  ;  and  con- 
nected with  various  other  institutions 
of  a  like  chatacter,  among  which  may 
be  specially  mentioned  the  American 
r.aptist  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
His  heart  and  his  means  have  been  for 
years  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
Voung  Men's  Christian  Association  in 
its  various  branches  ;  and  he  has  given 
liberally  to  that  department  of  Christ- 
ian work.'  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  international  committee  for  six  or 
eight  years,  and  was  at  one  titiie  presi- 
dent of  the  international  convention. 
He  is  constantly  giving  to  many  worthy 


panics  ;  is  president  of  the  Penokee  objects,  and  wherever  his  heart  is  in- 
&  Gogebic  Development  Company,  terested,  his  benefactions  are  sure  to 
which   owns    the    famous    Colby    and      follow. 
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It  is  to  be  regrL-tted  that  the  constant 
and  ever  incrcasingdomands  of  business 
have  prevLTiLL-d  Mr.  Colljy  from  giving 
more  of  Ims  talents  and  energy  to  the 
public  u^u-,  as  he  is  fitted  in  n-any 
essential  v,-ays  to  wield  a  wide  in- 
fluence in  pal)!ic  and  political  affairs, 
and  such  part  as  he  has  taken  has 
measured  the  ground  there  is  for  such 
regret.  A  speaker  of  magnetic  elo- 
quence, a  cle.ir  and  deep  thinker,  with 
a  compactness  of  expression  that  com- 
bines the  wb.ole  theme  in  a  few  glowing 
words,  a  natural  leader  of  men,  and  a 
close  student  of  public  events,  he 
wo'ild  s'loii  nnke  his  mark  in  any  field 
to  which  he  might  be  called.  An 
earnest  Republican,  he  is  often  called 
upon  to  spt'ak  in  important  campaigns, 
and  one  of  his  speeches,  delivered  in 
^\'isconsin  during  the  campaign  of  1S84, 
may  be — as  it  then  was — regarded  as 
one  of  the  strongest  political  docu- 
ments furnished  in  that  great  presiden- 
tal  year.  He  is  often  called  upon  to 
speak  in  Y.  ^f.  C.  A.  gatherings,  and 
in  other  church  and  mission  gatherings  ; 
and  has  always  something  new  to  say, 
and  says  it  with  an  earnest  vigor  that 
carries  all  before  him. 

The  only  public  position  that  Tdr. 
Colby  has  consented  to  accept,  was 
that  of  nietnher  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  Legislature  in  1876,  where  he 
went  for  the  piirpose  of  forv.'arding 
certain  important  public  interests. 
Wliile  there  he  became  conspicious  by 
the  brilliant  fight  he  made  against  the 
restoration  of  ra[iital  puishnient  to  the 
state  ;   and  to  iiis  S])eecli,   delivered   on 
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February  24th,  the  defeat  of  that  obno.x- 
ious  measure  was  almost  entirely  due. 
It  was  an  eloquent  argument  from  the 
ground  of  a  true  Christian  humanity, 
and  brought  commendation  from  the 
people  and  press  from  all  quarters  of  the 
state.  For  the  purpose  of  illustrating 
Mr.  Colby's  clearness  as  a  thinTcer,  and 
power  of  statement,  the  subjoined 
brief  extracts  are  taken  here  and  there 
from  some  of  his  most  important  public 
addresses  : 

From  the  speech  against  capital 
punishment,  above  described:  "  The 
death  penalty  is  a  failure.  Aye,  it  is 
worse.  I  say  it  boldly,  it  increases 
crime.  It  lowers  moral  sentiment. 
The  government  sets  the  example  ^ 
tlie  people  and  declares  that  human 
life  is  not  sacred.  You  have  heard  al- 
ready that  public  executions  were  al- 
ways attended  by  the  most  unhappy 
results.  Hundreds  of  instances  are  on 
record  where  those  who  witnessed  an 
execution  went  away  to  commit  the 
very  crime  for  which  death  had  just 
been  inflicteil.  The  very  sight  of  it 
hardens  the  sensibilities;  brutal  in- 
stincts which  lie  in  most  men  dormant 
are  aroused,  and  they  go  from  the 
place  to  perpetrate  new  deeds  of 
violence  and  blood." 

'•  It  is  a  fact  that  the  gallows  is  the 
emblem  of  vindicti\e  justice,  cfnd  vin- 
dictive justice  bcloi!;4i  to  iieatlienism." 

"  It  has  been  said  by  an  eminent 
writer,  '  There  is  a  long  twilight  be- 
tween the  lime  when  a  god  is  first  sus- 
pected of  being  an  idol  and  his  Hnal 
overthrow.'      There    has    been    a    long 
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twilight  since  the  penalty  of  death  was 
first  suspected  of  being  otherwise  than 
divine.^  iiut  the  day  is  dravning;  the 
light  is'br.aking.  The  idol  is  totter- 
ing, and  in  W'sconsin  at  least  there  is 
nothing  left  of  it  but  its  ashes.  And  I 
believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  from  its 
ashes  it  will  never  rise!" 

In  an  address  upon  '■  Christian 
Education."  delivered  before  the  Wis- 
consin Baptist  State  Convention  on 
Octobers,  1SS2:  "The  subject  under 
discussion  this  evening  is  Christian 
education.  I  believe  in  it  fully  and 
firmly.  I  believe  in  the  full  develop- 
ment of  every  human  being,  body, 
mind  and  soul.  He  who  misses  this 
loses  ju^t  so  much  of  the  possibilities 
of  life." 

".Thousands  are  born  into  the 
world,  grow  up  to  manhood,  and  die 
without  ever  gaining  any  knowledge  of 
the  world  they  entered,  without  ever 
tasting  the  delights  of  learning.  The)' 
never  lift  t!ie  corner  of  the  curtain 
which  hides  from  their  view  the  won- 
derful beauties  of  created  things.  They 
never  have  a  glimpse  into  the 
mind  of  the  Infinite  Creator.  They 
have  no  knowledge  of  that  which  lies 
beyond  the  range  of  their  natural 
vision,  of  things  which  have  been  in 
the  past,  and  out  of  which  have  gradu- 
ally evolved  tt;e  worid-enci.f-cling  and 
world-filling  v/onder:?  of  tlie  present. 
They  have  no  knowledge  of  the  brains 
which  planned  and  the  genius  which 
e.Kecuted  the  great  movements  of  his- 
tory—.of   the  [)eo[iles  and  natiim.s — tlie 


overturnings  and  upbuildings,  the 
gr.Tud  achievements  of  men,  the  estab- 
lishment of  governments,  the  formula- 
iMia  01  laws,  the  c;inqacst  of  arms,  the 
aiKance  of  science,  the  progress  of 
humanity  toward  ci\ilization  and  God. 
They  behold  not  the  footprints  of  the 
Almighty  in  His  steady  march  through 
the  ages." 

At  the  formal  opening  of  the  Mil- 
waukee Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  at  the 
Exposition  building:  "  The  study  of 
art  plumes  the  wings  of  the  imagina- 
tion, and  makes  it  strong  in  flight.  It 
heliT^  men  to  use  tlic  things  which  are 
seen,  as  stepping  stones  upon  which 
they  may  rise  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
things  which  are  not  seen  but  which 
are  eternal." 

Such  selections  might  profitably  be 
culled  from  many  other  addresses  of 
like  character,  but  enough  have  been 
gi\-en  to  serve  our  purpose — to  show 
that  the  man  of  many  business  cares, 
upon  whom  great  responsibilities  are 
constantly  resting,  has  found  time  not 
only  for  the  constant  broadening  and 
cultivation  of  his  own  mind,  but  to  lift 
his  voice  again  and  again  for  the 
advising,  the  encouragement,  and  the 
bettering  of  his  kind.  And  although 
Charles  L.  Colby  has  done  great  good 
in  the  world  in  many  material,  moral 
anil  educational  ways,  he  has  not  yet, 
let  us  propl'.esy  and  hope,  begun  to 
touch  the  high  mark  of  his  usefulness, 
nor  fulfilled  all  the  purposes  of  good 
for  which  he  was  sent  into  the  world. 
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TO     THE     SUMMIT    OF    PIKE'S     IN     A     CARRIAGI 


Pike's  Peak  has  a  familiar  sound; 
I  have  heard  it  almost  every  day  for 
three  decades,  and  jvlierever  English  is 
spoken  the  name  has  been  mentioned. 
Having  it  in  sight  daily,  with  its  long 
slope  reaching  up  to  the  apex  over 
14,000  feet  high,  its  north  face  always 
closed  in  or  fretted  with  snow,  it  might 
seem  that  it  would  grow  monotonous. 
..i-oi.uLUii^  is  iioL  possible  witn  tke 
magnificent  eminence,  and  like  the 
presence  of  one  we  love  it  is  always 
welcome.  The  great  ice-field  at  the 
pole  is  as  to  the  earth  but  the  thickness 
of  a  hair,  the  great  mountain  range  as 
a  wrinkle  on  the  surface ;  but  we 
measure  the  thickness  and  the  heights 
by  miles.  •  They  who  made  the  Bible 
possible  loved  the  high  places  of  the 
earth;  the  law  was  there  given  to  the 
great  leader,  and  the  beloved  Master 
sought  the  mountain  top  to  pray.  It 
lifted  him  away  from  the  earth  while  he 
was  of  it,  but  brought  him  nearer  to 
the  Father.  It  is  the  vantage  ground 
of  humility,  the  sanctuary  where  arro- 
gance cannot  enter. 

The  devil  was  lacking  in  tact  when 
he  offered  the  world  to  the  Master 
from  a  mountain  tup  ;  his  royal  high- 
ness was  out  of  his  element,  the  atmo- 
sphere was  repugnant.  Neither  he  nor 
his  pupils  lack  ambition,  but  on  a 
mountain  top  there  is  nothing  to  which 


mortal  may  aspire,  except  the  unknow- 
able, and  for  the  unknowable  he  is 
made  willing  to  bide  his  time  in  meek- 
ness. It  is  no  place  for  his  majesty  to 
proselyte  ;  his  most  zealous  disciples 
even,  are  liable  to  step  into  the  path 
he  nevef  designed  for  them.  No  doubt 
the  de\il  would  have  failed  on  the  oc- 
casion in  question  had  he  selected  a 
valley  where  the  air  was  impure,  but  to 
seek  a  mountain  top  as  the  theatre  for 
the  bribery  of  One  purer  than  the  ele- 
ment h.'  breathed,  only  goes  to  show 
that  the  devil,  with  all  his  accredited 
intelligence,  was  a  very  great  ass.  The 
only  mystery  to  me  is  that  he  himself 
was  not  then  and  there  led  captive  and 
future  generations  saved  from  his  ma- 
chinations. The  solution  may  be,  that 
being  already  condemned,  he  was  be- 
yond the  pale  of  Divine  influence.  I 
would,  however,  give  the  devil  his  due, 
and  should  be  glad  to  surmise  that  he 
longed  to  be  clean,  but  v.-as  so  much 
of  a  dolt  as  not  to  be  worth  regenerat- 
ing. 

The  first  man  to  climb  a  mountain 
peak  may  be  pardoned  exultation  at 
the  accomplishment  of  his  feat.  The 
gallant  officer,  whose  name  this  moun- 
tain bears,  essayed  the  exploit  and 
failed,  though  history  says  he  wrought 
valiantly.  Grand  moiunncnts  are  not 
unfrcqueutly  erected    to   the  undeserv- 
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ing.  We  have  other  mountains  with 
titles  a  little  more  satirical  ;  there  can 
be  no  objection  to  commemorating  the 
memory  of  a  dead  hero,  for  a  man  is 
rarely  a  hero  until  he  is  dead — and  this 
is  no  paradox.  But  except  in  a  very 
few  instances,  it  were  well  to  leave  the 
erection  of  memorials  to  the  intimate 
friends  of  the  dear  departed,  rather 
than  to  approp;iate,  without  permis- 
sion, the  works  of  the  Almighty. 
Mountains,  however,  are  abundant, 
and  we,  not  bf^ing  the  owners,  can 
afford  to  give  them  away;  it  were 
better,  though,  to  reward  our  live 
friends  out  of  our  own  earnings.  We 
know  in  such  a  case  that  they  would 
have  theTchance  at  least  to  appreciate 
our  acknowledgment  of  their  merits. 

He  who  goes  up  a  mountain  by  trail 
may  exult  in  a  lesser  degree  than  the 
first  explorer.  But  all  may  not  sur- 
mount unexplored  mountains  ;  many 
cannot  do  so  even  by  trail.  To  him, 
then,  who  makes  the  happiness  of  con- 
version from  the  ills  of  this  life  possible 
to  all,  if  only  for  an  hour,  great  credit 
is  due,  and  he  may,  with  an  easy  con- 
science no  doubt,  exact  toll  for  his 
achievement. 

To  the  Esthetic  it  may  seem  like  a 
sacrilege  to  disfigure  a  great  mountain 
with  a  road  ;  but  a  road  for  human 
needs  is  so  slight  a  scratch  here  on  the 
earth's  surface  that  it  does  not  mar  the 
surroundings.  The  good  that  it  does 
outweighs  the  apparent  desecration. 
As  the  Major  and  myself  aspire  to  that 
which'  is  high,  and  as  neither  of  us 
might  reach  the  summit  of  the  Peak  by 


the  primitive  methods  any  more  than 
office  may  now  be  reached,  the  oppor- 
tunity to  gratify  our  anibition  by  carriage 
was  a  blessing.  The  novelty  must  be 
considered  as  adding  to  the  zest. 

The  mountain  is  not  visible  from 
Cascade,  the  inital  point  of  the  road  ; 
the  intervening  hills  shut  it  out.  Start- 
ing thence  we  follow  the  Fountain  up 
a  very  little  distance,  then  turn  to 
the  left  along  the  face  of  the  first  hill, 
then  to  the  right,  an<]  so,  winding  our 
way  for  two  miles,  we  reach  the  vicinity  • 
of  the  Grotto  in  Cascade  Canon.  In 
a  direct  line  we  are  half  a  mile  from  the 
starting  point.  Over  and  through  the 
pines  that  sparsely  cover  the  mountain 
side,  and  over  beds  of  wild  flowers  that 
carpet  the  slope,  vv'e  can,  before  this 
distance  is  accomplished,  obtain  a  fair 
view  of  the  valley  of  the  Fountain, 
Cascade  and  Manitou,  thence  out  on 
the  broad  plains,  rising  blue  and  dim 
until  they  kiss  the  horizon.  One  does 
not  look  for  valleys  in  the  mountain 
tops,  but  a  mountain  top  reached  is 
still  farther  surmounted,  and  the  road 
winds  through  aspen  glades  and  the  air 
is  freighted  with  the  odor  of  pines. 

The  four  horses  trundle  the  light 
Beach  wagon  along  most  of  the  way  at 
a  trot.  The  driver  tells  you  that  after 
a  little  while  the  horses  mustbe brought 
down  to  a  walk.  The  grade  is  not 
steep,  but  ■■in  the  light  air  a  fast  gait 
would  be  a  little  hard  on  the  stock." 

Eight  and  a  half  miles  we  have  come 
in  a  little  less  than  two  hours.  "A 
pretty  good  road,"  that  allows  the 
making  of  such  time  to  an  elevation  of 
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over  3,000  feet,  at  a  guess.  We  are 
half  way  and  are  stiU  in  the  timber. 
"The  horses , are  changed  to  mules 
here" — an  extraordinary  raetamor- 
phosis,  certainly — that  is  the  way  tlie 
driver  put  it,  but  there  v.'as  no  mystery 
in  his  language,  except  to  a  Boston 
lady,  who  was  anxious  to  witness  the 
process.  Verily  one  must  speak  by  the 
card  in  such  a  presence,  or  "  equivo- 
cation will  undo  us."  The  four  mules 
seemed  to  consider  their  load  a  trifle, 
and  they  moved  as  jauntily  as  if  out  for 
a  holiday. 

To  beguile  the  tediousness  of  the 
way  we  were  assured  that  on  returning 
we  should  "  come  in  a  whirl."  The 
motive  that  prompted  the  information 
-was  commendable,  and  tb.e  driver  to  be 
excused — he  traveled  that  road  every 
day  and  his  early  pleasure  had  simply 
turned  into  an  attractive  matter  of 
business.  'We  told  him  not  to  hurry 
on  oar  account,  as  it  was  our  desire  to 
mis.s  no  part  of  the  scenery.  He  said 
he  should  come  back  in  two  hours  and 
a  half.  I  had  ridden  behind  mules  be- 
fore— I  mean  in  period  of  time — and 
was  doubtful  touching  the  prospective 
glorioiisness  of  the  journey,  but  he  as- 
sured me  that  it  was  perfectly  safe. 
He  spoke  of  a  "switch-back,"  and 
there  was  intimation  of  occult  peril  in 
his  manner.  When  wj  reached  the 
vicinity  of  the  timber  line  lie  p(;inted 
out  the  mystery.  From  the  point  of 
vision  the  zig-zag  scratches  away  up  on 
the  steep  mountain  side  reminded  me 
of  old  times.-  I  was  lia\  ing  a  longitu- 
dinal view  of  a  few   sections   of   worm 
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fence  running  up  a  hill  at  an  angle  of 
seventy  degrees;  at  least  a  man  under 
the  influence  of  spirits  would  say  it 
was  a  longitudinal  view.  Considered 
as  a  fence,  from  an  economical  basis,. 
the  angles  were  unnecessarily  acute;  it 
might  fairly  have  represented  five  miles 
of  fence  and  half  a  mile  of  ground  in  a 
straight  line,  or  it  looked  as  if  unknown 
powers  at  each  end  were  trying  to  jam 
the  thing  together  and  make  it  double 
up  on  itself. 

I  was  very  much  interested  in  it.  As 
a  line  from  an  irrigating  ditch  it  might 
he  pronounced  a  success.  As  nothing 
goes  down  a  ditch  except  water,  and 
very  little  of  that  in  a  dry  season,  no- 
body is  put  in  jeopardy. 

"And  you  come  dov,?n  there  at  the 
rate  of  eight  or  nine  miles  an  hour?" 
1  asked. 

"  Yes;  oh,  yes,  easy  enough." 

"  I  should  think  it  would  be  easy, 
especially  ii"  you  went  off  one  of  these 
corners." 

"  You  wouldn't  know  the  differ- 
ence." 

••  No,  I  suppose  not.  It  must  be  a 
glorious  ride,  coming  down  at  the  rate 
of — eight  or  nine  niiles  an  hour,  I 
think  you  saii.1  ?  " 

"  Yes,  eight  or  nine;  mebbe  less, 
dependen'." 

•'  You  can  make  it  in  less  time, 
then?" 

"  Certainly." 

"  .-Vnd  turn  round  those  corners?" 

"  'Course,  how  else?  You  don't 
'sposc  I'm  thinkin'  'bout  roliiu'  down 
•  the  mountain  side?" 
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I  wondered  what  else  it  would  be 
without  snow  on  the  ground;  hut  the 
driver  s&pmed  to  be  a  little  short  of 
breath  to  answer.  I  accounted  for  his 
deficiency  in  this  regard  because  of 
the  altitude;  we  were  above  timber 
line,  ii,ooo  feet  and  over  from  sea- 
itvel.  The  pines  had  become  dwarfed, 
were  naked  to  one  Side,  and  leaning 
towards  the  rocks  above  them;  or,  in 
their  sturdystruggle  for  existence,  they 
clung  to  the  precipitous  mountain  side 
like  matted  vines.  Looking  down 
from  a  certain  point  I  observed  a  large 
ouantitv  of  the  road  resembling  a  cor- 
pulent angle  worm  in  several  stages  of 
colic.  I  could  not  resist  appealing  to 
the  driv&r  again;  I  don't  think  any- 
body could. 

"  Do  you  go  'round  all  those  places 
at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine  miles  an 
hour  ?  " 

"  Of  course." 

"  And'you  don't  slow  up?  " 

"  What  should  I  slow  up  for?  " 

"  So  as  not  to  turn  over,  you  know." 

"  I  never  turned  over  in  my  life,  and 
I  drove  stage  in  California  twenty 
years." 

I  believed  he  was  a  liar,  but  deenied 
it  inexpedient  to  tell  him  so  although 
he  was  a  small  man. 

"  Never  had  a  runaway  either.  I 
suppose?"  and  sitting  behind  him  I 
casually — it  being  convenient — put  my 
hand  on  his  biceps;  the  arm  w.is  not 
brge,  but  assuring. 

"No." 

-My  opinion  of  his  veracity  was  nut 
augmented. 


"  I  hardly  think  yon   can   make  the 

time  you  say  you  can." 

"  Just  wait  and  see." 

"  I'm  sure  it  will  be  grand;  I've  been 
suffering  for  such  an  experience." 

"  I  didn't  know  but  you  was  gettin' 
a  little  nervous — they  sometimes  do." 

"  Nervous!  I'm  an  old  stager.  I 
have  ridden  with  Bill  Updyke  and 
Jake  Hawks  many  a  mile  in  these 
mountains.  Take  it  in  the  winter  time, 
down  hill,  for  instance,  the  road  cov- 
ered with  ice  and  the  driver  obliged  to 
whip  his  horses  into  a  dead  run  to  keep 
the  coach  from  sliding  and  swinging 
off  such  a  place  as  that,"  and  I  point- 
ed to  a  precipice  several  hundred  feet 
perpendicular  at  our  left.  "  That's 
coaching!"  and  I  placed  my  hand  upon 
his  shoulder  affectionately.  Daring 
the  colloquy  the  Major  had  not  opened 
his  head. 

The  vicinity  is  the  dwelling  place  of 
desolation;  nothing  but  rocks  about 
us.  What  had  once  perhaps  been  a 
solid  mass  of  trachyte  is  split  to  frag- 
ments in  tiie  mill  of  the  centuries,  and 
bits  from  as  big  as  one's  fist  to  the 
size  of  one's  body  or  a  small  house 
lay  tumbled  in  a  confused  and  mon- 
strous heap,  as  though  there  migl;t 
have  been  in  the  remote  ages  a  great 
temple  here  dedicated  to  the  gods  of 
old,  and  now  in  shapeless  ruins. 

Of  tlie  view  from  this  great  moun- 
tain peak,  what  shall  I  nr  anyone  say? 
Nothing!  It  docs  not  admit  of  des- 
cription; upon  it,  you  can  understand 
why  the  Indian  never  mounts  so  high. 
It  is  one  of    the  places  whence  comes 
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his  inspiration  oC  deity,  the  temple  of 
his  god,  and  he  may  not  desecrate  it 
with  his  unhallowed  feet;  it  gathers 
the  storm,  and  the  sun  caresses  it  into 
a  smile  and  crowns  it  with  glory,  as  he 
views  it  reverently  from  the  valley. 
But  we,  the  civilized,  penetrate  the 
mysteries  of  these  heights  and  find, 
what  ?  humility!  and  feel  as  though 
we  should  have  worshipped  from  afar. 
We  have  risen  to  receive  the  divine 
inspiration,  our  brother  has  remained 
below  to  kiss  submissively  the  nether 
threshold  of  the  sanctuary.  Which  is 
nearest  to  the  Father? 

It  is  very  still  to-day,  no  sound  greets 
you  save  the  gentlest  murmur  of  the 
summer  wi^d  brushing  lightly  across 
the  uninviting  rocks.  The  wide  plains 
checkered  with  green  and  gold,  stretch- 
ing away  out  below  you,  give  you    no 


the  dim  distance  through   their  dainty 
veil  of  gray,  and  brooding  over  all  that 

"  Awful  voice  of  stilness. 
Which  the  Seer  discerned  in  Mureb, 
That  which  hallowed  Beth  El's  ground." 

It  seems  like  sacrilege,  but  the  inter- 
est in  that  townplat  down  there,  or  in 
one  like  it,  begins  tugging  at  the  skirts 
of  one's  adoration.  The  sun  is  going 
down  and  v,-e  also  must  go. 

I  had  an  interview  with  the  driver, 
out  behind  the  barn.  (There  is  a  sig- 
nal station  on  the  summit  and  the  barn 
is  a  necessity.) 

"  You  are  sure  you  can  go  to  Cascade 
from  here  in  two  hours  and  a  half  ?  " 
I  inquired. 

"Certaiu." 

"Take  something?"  and  I  made  a 
feint  of  reaching  into  the  inside  pocket 
of    my    coat    for  "  something  "   I    did 


sign.     The  city  you  see  there,  bustling      not  have. 


with  the  ambition  of  youthful  vigor, 
is  silent  as  death  ;  you  recognize  it  as 
a  townplat  on  paper,  that  is  all,  except 
that  it  adds  to  the  sense  of  your  own 
insignificance  ;  it  may  make  you 
wonder,  perhaps,  why  you  were  ever  a 
part  of  the  life  there  ;  it  may  be  a 
shadow  that  you  look  down  upon,  as 
you  would  recall  an  almost  faded  dream. 
You  turn. 

"  And  the  mountain  world  stands  present  ; 

And  behold  a  wonJ'roiis  corps — 

Well  I  knew  them  e.ich,  though  never 

Had  we  met  in  life  before— 
Knew  them  by  that  dream-world  kowlerige 
All  unknown  to  earthly  lore." 
Just    below  you  a  vast  ocean  of  bil- 
lowy hills,  with  its  stately  pines  dwarfed 
to  shrubs,    its  shores 'looming    up    in 


that      for  ? 


'•  Can't  !  that's  agin  the  rules — I'm 
a  man  of  family  and  I  don't  care  to 
lose  my  job." 

"  So  am  I  a  man  of  family,  and  my 
friend,  the  Major  there,  he  has  a  family 
— a  wife  and  nine  children,  all  young. 
You  love  your  family  ?  " 

"What    do    you     ask 
'  Course  I  do." 

"  So  does  the  Major 
eldest  only  ten  years 
noticed,  perhaps,  on  coming  up,  when 
we  \vere  talking  about  making  time, 
going  down  in  a  whirl,  I  think  you  ex- 
pressed it  so  ?  Yes,  he  said  not  a  word 
— just  sat  and  listened.  He  was  think- 
ing about  the  seventeen  miles  down 
hill,  round  those  short  curves,  in  two 


old. 
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hours  and  a-half.  The  Major  Las  a 
sli.nlit  heart  trouble  and  any  little  ex- 
citement, like  rolling  down  the  mount- 
ain side,  or  fretting  upset,  might  be 
injurious  to  him.  Being  a  man  with  a 
large  family  I  desire  to  avoid  his  run- 
ning any  risk— you  understand?  This 
family  is  dependent  on  him  and-  he 
has  no  life  insurance.  Now  the  mak- 
ing of  this  trip  in  two  hours  and  a-half 
might  be  well  enough  for  me,  because 
lam  use  to  it,  you  know;  I  haven't 
so  much  of  a  family,  and  I've  ridden 
with  Bill  Updike  and  Jake  Hav.-ks,  and 
there  is  nothing  I  should  like  better 
than  such  a  ride  as  you  proposed — I'd 
glory  in  it,  but  I'm  a  little  uneasy 
about  tJie  Major.  The  doctor  has 
already  warned  him  against  any  undue 
excitement — Hold  on  a  minute — there 
is  another  matter:  he'd  never  hint 
that  he  is  nervous,  he  is  very  averse  to 
having  it  thought  that  he  is  troubled 
that  way — see?  And  just  as  like  as 
not,  to  show  you  that  he  is  not  nerv- 
ous, he  would  tell  you  to  '  Let  'em 
out  !  '  *Now — hold  on  a  minute — if  he 
should  tell  you  so,  don't  you  do  it  ; 
you  just  go  round  those  curves  quietly, 
and  trot  along  easy-like,  or  walk. 
Pie's  a  very  close  friend  of  mine,  you 
can  understand.  Take  this,"  and  I 
slipped  a  half  dollar  into  the  driver's 
hand.  Just  then  I  heard  the  Major 
yelling  to  me  with  the  voice  of  a  strong 
man  in  enviable  health,  to '•  hurr)- up." 
The  driver  accepted  the  halt  dollar 
and  went  round  one  end  of  the  barn 
to  tire  carriage,  while  I  took  the  other 
way.    When  we  were  seated  he  touched 


the  off  leader  gently,  the  team  started, 
and  then  he  twirled  the  long  lash  of 
his  whip  with  a  graceful  and  fancy 
curve  ti'.at  rounded  up  with  a  report 
like  that  oi  a  pistol.  The  mules  struck 
into  a  gallop,  and  I  concluded  that  my 
half  dollar  was  wasted,  literally  throu'n 
away,  to  say  nothing  of  my  other 
appeal.  The  loss  of  the  latter  caubcd 
me  the  more  chagrin — the  money  was 
a  triile.  But  think  of  that  blessed 
stage-driver  ignoring  my  eloquence! 
By  the  great  horn  spoon  !  if  I  had  a 
gun  add  wjs  not  deterred  by  the 
thought  of  consequences,  I'd  leave  the 
wretch  as  food  for  the  eagles — he'd 
never  be  missed.  Just  about  the  time 
I  had  liitn  fairly  killed  and  the  body 
comfortably  rolled  o\er  a  precipice 
where  it  would  never  be  discovered,  he 
came  to  the  first  turn.  The  mules 
were  on  a  dead  run,  and  what  did  that 
blessed  driver  do?  He  just  let  that 
silk  out  again,  gave  a  yell  like  a 
Comanche  and  whirled  around  that 
bend  without  so  much  as  allowing  the 
wheels  to  slide  a  quarter  of  an  inch, 
and  away  he  went,  down  the  short, 
straight  stretch  as  though  he  had  been 
paid  to  go  somewhere  in  a  hurry. 
When  he  made  the  next  turn  I  leaned 
over  and  said  quietly  :  "  Let  me  see 
that  half  dollar  I  gave  you,  perhaps  it 
is  plugged." 

He  changed  his  Hues  and  whip  into 
his  left  hand  and  passed  over  the  sus- 
pected cola  v.-ith  his  right.  I  substi- 
tuted a  silver  dollar,  which  he  slipped 
into  his  pocket,  straightened  out  his 
lines  and  brought  the  mules  down  to  a 
trot. 
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"Whydon'tyou  let  'em  out,  driver? 


inquired  the  Major. 

The  driver  looked  around  as  if  he 
thought  I  had  addressed  him. 

"I  think  you  can  let  "em  go,"  I 
said,  and  he  did  !  Ah)ng  the  straight 
chutes!  around  the  bends  1  away  and 
down  !  with  a  merry  jingle  of  the  har- 
ness, the  cool  air  turned  into  a  breeze 
that  caressed  our  cheeks  as  lovingly  as 
the  kiss  of  a  child  !  Away  and  down  ! 
with  the  gleeful"  hi!  he!  g'lang  there  !" 
of  the  driver,  the  mountains  began  to 
tower  above  us.  Away  and  down ! 
with  the  sharp  reports  of  the  curling 
lash,  the  cold  granite  and  dwarfed 
shrubs  changed,  and  we  sped  in  among 
the  stately    pijies!      Away  and   down! 


v.'ith  hearts  as  light  as  the  perfumed 
air,. the  flashes  of  the  sun  stealing  in 
through  the  trees  saluted  our  flushed 
faces,  and  every  moment  a  Te  Deum 
Laudamus  whispered  in  ecstasy  from  ' 
our  half  closed  lips.  Eight  miles  and 
a  half  in  thirty-five  minutes  !  Was 
there  ever  before  such  a  ride  vouch- 
safed to  mortal? 

We  sighed  for  four  fresh  mules  to 
take  us  the  remainder  of  the  way.  The 
exhilaration  was  not  lost  behind  the 
horses,  it  was  only  toned  down.  As 
the  evening  shades  began  to  touch  the 
valley  and  while  the  sun  yet  kissed  the 
mountains  above  us,  we  brought  up  at 
the  starting  place,  happy. 

L.  B.  France. 


DAVID    H.    ARMSTRONG. 


Few  men  who  are  now  counted 
among  the  honored  pioneers  of  St. 
Louis,  have  done  so  much  useful 
service,  in  a  modest  way,  for  the  city 
and  state  as  Ccl.  David  H.  Armstrong; 
and  certainly  none  stand  higher  in  the 
general  regard.  This  confidence  and 
respect  liave  been  won  by  a  half  century 
of  service  in  various  fields,  w!iere  his 
talents  and  industry  have  been  freely 
given  for  the  use  of  all.  He  came  to 
St.  Louis  when  itwasoneof  the  pioneer 
settlements  of  the  middle  \Vest,  and  he 
has  watched  it  grow  to  its  present  grand 
proportions,  against  opposition,  fore- 
bodings, years  of  apathy,  the  fluctuat- 
ing tide  of  civil  war,  and  the  rival  in- 
fluence of  envious  neighbors.      He  has 


rejoiced  in  that  growth,  and  has  used 
all  his  power  and  influence  in  its  aid. 
And  those  efforts  and  that  endeavor 
have  been  appreciated  ;  and  although 
Col.  Armstrong  has  never  been  a  seeker 
for  office,  he  has  been  called  again  and 
again  to  the  administration  of  public 
trusts,  among  which  was  that  of  United 
States  Senator  from  Missouri  —  the 
highest  office  within  the  gift  of  the 
state. 

David  Hartley  Armstrong  is  by  birth 
a  native  of  JS'ova  Scotia,  where  he  was 
born  on  October  21,  1S12,  but  he  came 
into  the  United  States  at  an  early  age, 
and  from  boyhood  was  a  firm  believer 
in  the  doctrine  of  self-government  by 
the    popular    will.      He    entered     the 
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Weslcyan  Seminary  at  Readficld, 
Kennebec  county,  Maine,  where  he  re- 
ceived a,n  academic  education,  pre- 
paratiiry  to  a  ci)IlcL;iatc  career.  He 
sustained  himself  while  at  scliool.  by 
his  own  exertions,  and  had  chosen  civil 
engineering  as  a  profession  ;  but  as 
employment  in  that  line  did  not  pre 
sent  itself  when  he  must  have  employ- 
ment of  some  character,  he  accepted 
,the  charge  of  a  school  in  New  Bedford, 
Massacliusetts,  where  he  was  engaged 
from  1833  to  1S37.  In  the  year  last 
named  he  became  one  of  the  thousands 
who  were  riding  upon  the  tidal  wave  of 
emigration  to  the  new  and  opening 
West,  and  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on 
SeptembQ,r  i6th.  Congenial  work  not 
offering  itself  at  that  point  at  the  time, 
he  accepted  a  position  as  principal  in 
the  preparatory  department  of  Mc- 
Kendree  College,  at  Lebanon,  Illinois; 
from  whence  he  returned  to  St.  Louis 
to  fill  the"  position,  of  principal  of  one 
of  the  city  public  schools,  the  first 
schools  of  that  character  in  Missouri. 
This  honorable  labor  began  on  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1S3S,  and  continued 
without  interuption  until  June,  1S47. 

"  Col.  Armstrong  looks  back  upon 
no  portion  of  his  career,"  says  a  recent 
writer,  •'  with  more  satisfaction  than 
that  during  which  he  was  employed  as  a 
public  school  teacher,  and  he  regards 
it  as  a  high  honor  to  have  been  asso- 
ciated so  prominently  with  the  school 
system  of  the  state  at  its  inception.  He 
possessed  many  qualifications  of  the 
good  teacher,  and  his  counsels  were 
freely  drawn  upon  to  aid  in  the  exten- 


sion of  the  system  as  required  by  the 
growing  needs  of  the  city.  As  a 
teacher  he  was  very  successful,  and 
among  his  pupils  were  many  who 
afterwards  became  conspicuous  and  are 
numbered  among  the  representative 
wealthy  citi/,ens  of  St.  Louis.  These 
all  cherish  the  highest  regard  and  the 
warmest  affection  for  their  faithful  in- 
structor." 

While,  as  has  been  said,  Col.  Arm- 
strong has  r.exer  been  anxious  as  a 
seeker  after  office,  he  has  been 
called  to  the  discharge  of  various 
trusts  of  a  public  nature.  Since 
early  manhood  he  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  political  affairs,  and 
lias  ever  bec.i  an  active  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  For 
many  years  I'C  was  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  State  Central  Committee, 
and  for  much  of  the  period  was  chair- 
man of  that  body  and  a  leader  in  its 
deliberations.  In  this  capacity  he 
directed  tlie  fusion  of  the  Democrats 
and  Liberal  Republicans  in  the  memor- 
able campaign  of  1S70  ;  a  movement 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  the 
first  Democratic  state  administration 
since  the  war,  and  which  had  conse- 
quences far  more  important  than  the 
mere  victory  of  a  political  party,  for  it 
led  to  the  revision  of  the  notorious 
"Drake  Constitution,"  and  the  rein- 
statement of  the  people  of  Missouri  in 
the  full  employment  of  their  political 
rights,  besides  leading  to  the  great 
Liberal  Republican  movement  in  the 
presidential  contest  of  1S72. 

When   Mr.  Armstrong    resigned    the 
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charge  of  tb.e  St.  Louis  public  schools 
on  June  8,  1S47,  it  was  to  accept  the 
office  o?  cit'y  comptroller,  wliich  im- 
portant position  he  held  for  three 
years.  In  1S53  he  was  appointed  by 
Sterling'  Price,  (Governor  of  Missouri, 
as  aide-de-camp  upon  his  military  staff, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel.  In  April,  1S54, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  St. 
Louis  by  President  Pierce,  which 
oftice  he  held  until  the  sprin;.;  of  185S. 
In  June,  1S73.  he  was  appointed  police 
commissioner  for  the  city  of  St.  Louis 
by  Gov.  Woodson,  and  In  iS77was  re- 
appointed to  the  same -oftice  by  Gov. 
Phelps.  In  1876  he  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  freeholders  by  which  the 
present  citj 'charter  was  framed. 

Yet  a  higher  public  honor  was,  how- 
ever, reserved  for  Col.  Armstrong 
when,  in  iS77,upon  the  death  of  Hon. 
Lewis  V.  Bogy,  he  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Phelpj  as  United  States  Senator, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  caused.  He 
served  in  that  position  until  the  meet- 
ing of   the  k-gislature   in  1879.      While 


lie  contentcil  himself  in  tiie  Senate 
with  the  modesty  natural  to  him  and 
expected  of  a  new  member,  lie  made 
his  mark  upon  the  legislation  (jf  the 
time,  performed  all  his  duties  wifh  a 
conscientious  regard  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  and  proved  in, many 
ways  his  fitness  for  the  higher  fields  of 
statesmanship. 

In  all  his  many  relations  of  life,  Col. 
Armstrong  has  been  guided  by  the  dic- 
tates of  conscience,  and  in  retaining 
his  self-respect  1  y  Iionorable  methods, 
lia^  won  the  ccnfidence  of  others.  No 
attack  has  ever  been  made  upon  his 
integrity,  e\en  in  the  fiercest  heat  of 
political  discussion.  Of  a  frank,  posi- 
tive and  somewhat  aggressive  nature, 
he  has  -ever  stood  up  manfully  for 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  right,  and 
e^en  the  enemies  he  has  made — as  all 
men  who  amount  to  anything  in  this 
world  must  make  them — have  granted' 
him  their  respect  for  his  honesty  of 
purpose  and  the  manliness  of  his 
methods. 


THE     PACIFIC     RAILRO.ADS:     HISTORY     OF    THE     PROJECT. 


If  we  were  to  start  tri'in  the  very 
commencement  of  the  Pacific  Railroad 
project  and  trace  its  gradual  develo])- 
meut,  we  sliould  glance  in  succession 
o\er  all  the  great  events  which  liave 
crowded  so  thickly  upon  each  other 
during  the  fifth  and  sixth  decades  of 
North  America  histor}-.  .A  1 1  influenced 
it  one  w«y  or  another,  some  retarding 


and      others      iiastening      it       towards 
maturity. 

.A.t  tl'.e  close  of  the  Mexican  War  in 
184S  the  people  of  the  ignited  States 
fi)und  themselves  possessed  of  the 
whole  country  lying  between  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  th.e  Pacific  ocean,  Cali- 
fornia, New  Mexico  (now  New  Mexico 
and    .\rizona'),   and    Texas    were    then 
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uniteri  under  the  out;  Hag;  and  not 
Inng  afier  tins  event  the  Pacinr.  Rail- 
road ffiiestion  became  a  pet  subject  for 
speculation  amon,^-st  the  most  advanced 
promoters  of  railway  enterprises. 

Tlie  first  printed  notice  of  such  a 
scheme,  however,  dates  much  furtlier 
back,  for  in  the  New  York  Courier  of 
1837,  an  article  was  written  by  Dr. 
Hartley  Carver  advocating  a  Pacific 
Railway.  As  is  usual  in  such  a  case, 
the  doctor  had  his  reward;  by  some 
he  w:)S  considered  a  wild  enthusiast, 
by  others  a  madman. 

One-  yjar  only  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  Mexican  War  came  the  cry  of 
gold,  which  sent  thousands  of  miners 
from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  by 
every  route,  to  California  and  the 
Pacific  coast.  While  the  greater  num- 
ber went  by  sea,  around  the  Cape  and 
across  Panama,  thousands  boldly  set 
out  from  the  Eastern  States  by  land 
unto  the  unknown  regions  of  the  Far 
West,  and  crossed  tlic  continent  by 
different  routes  on  different  parallels  of 
latitude. 

Under  the  stimulus  of  this  fresh 
necessity  for  a  transcontinental  high- 
way, the  Pacific  Railroad  enterprise 
could  no  longer  be  kept  out  of  Con- 
gress; and  early  in  the  decade  of  1850 
it  received  the  cordial  support  of  both 
branches  of  the  legislature.  By  an  act 
passed  March  31,  1S53,  the  War  De- 
partment was  entrusted  with  the  task 
of  making  such  explorations  and  sur- 
veys as  it  might  deem  advisable  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  most  practicable 
and   economical    route   for   a     railroad 


from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,    and    the    necessary    appropria- 

■ary  of  'iVar  at  tiiat  time  was  none 
other  than  Mr.  Jefferson  ]>avis.  and  the 
results  of  the  explorations  made  under 
his  direction  between  1S54  and  1857 
are  compris^>d  in  three  bulky  vol- 
■dmcs  of  Pacific  Railroad  Reports, 
which  are  as  well  known  to  botanists, 
naturalists  aud  geologists  as  to  geo- 
graphers and  engineers. 

Two-thirds  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  lies  to  the  west  of  the 
Mississijjpi,  and  crouched  along  the 
centre  of  this  vast  tract,  barring  off  as 
was  supposed  the  westv.-ard  wave  of 
population,  stretch  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains— tliat  great  Grizzly  Bear  over 
whose  body  it  was  thought  impossible 
to  step:  but  these  Pacific  surveys  threw 
great  light  upon  the  anatomy  of  the 
Criz/.lv  Dear.  They  proved  that  his 
back  was  very  broad,  that  the  slope 
on  his  side  was  very  gradual,  that  his 
spine  did  not  extrude  unpleasantly  in 
the  centre,  Imt  lay  on  tl'.e  contrary 
rather  sunk  between  the  two  rows  of 
muscles  or  inountains  on  either  side. 
Thev  found  depressions  along  the 
S]..Ine — such  as  the  North,  Middle, 
South  and  St.  Louis  Parks — shut  in 
on  each  side  by  the  rows  of  muscles 
which  made  the  animal  so  formidable. 
They  showed,  moreover,  that,  although 
he  had  a  hump  on  his  back  (the  centre 
of  Colorado),  from  which  his  muscular 
frame  sloped  down  on  all  sides,  yet 
that  this  was  llat  also,  and  could  be 
surmounted,  if  necessary,  even  by  rail- 
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road;  that  his  body  ended  about  the 
35th  parallel,  only  leavnn.E;  an  insigni- 
cant  tail  in  {lie  way  south  of  the  line; 
and  also  that  his  broad  shouldt-rs  (tlie 
Laramie  plains.),  although  exceeding 
7,000  feet  in  height,  were  s(_)  smooth 
and  rounded  off  that  they  almost  in- 
vited the  pathfinder  to  choose  this 
place  for  crossing  in  preference  to  any 
other. 

The  chief  routes  examined  and  re- 
ported upon  were  the  following: 

rst.  Between  the  forty-sixth  and 
forty-eighth  ]-arallcls,  to  unite  Lake 
Superior  and  the  head  of  na\ig»tion  on 
the  Mississippi  with  Puget  Sound  and 
the  Columbia  river.  This  has  de- 
veloped into  the  \orth  Pacific  Rail- 
road route. 

2nd.  Between  the  fort\--nrst  and 
forty-second  parallels,  to  unite  the 
Missouri  river,  at  Council  Bluffs 
(Omaha)  with  the  harbor  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. This  has  developed  into  the 
Union  Pacific  Railr<-iad. 

3rd.  Between  the  thirty-eighth  and 
thirty-ninth  parallels,  from  ^\'est- 
port  (Kansas  City)  at  the  great  bend 
of  the  Missouri,  due  west  across  the 
continent.  This  was  an  attempt  to  run 
an  "  air-line  "  straight  over  to  the 
hump  in  the  bear's  back,  through  the 
centre  of  Colorado,  and  thence  in  a 
direct  line  to  San  Francisco.  The 
muscles  on  the  eastern  side  were 
found  to  present  no  insurmountable 
obstacles,  and  one  of  the  depressions 
(the  St.  Louis  Park)  along  the  spine 
was  easily'crosscd  ;  hut  the  muscles  on 
the    other    side,    and    the    furrows    or 


gorges,  between  the  ribs  made  this 
route  quite  impracticable. 

4th.  Near  the  thirty-fifth  parallel 
from  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas 
River,  to  the  border  of  San  Pedro  (Los 
Angeles),  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  This 
route,  witli  the  important  modification 
of  changing  the  starting  point  to  Kansas 
C;ity  on,  the  Missouri,  and  the  Pacific 
tt-rminus  to  San  Francisco,  is  the  one 
proposed  by  the  Kansas  Pacific,  which 
stands  in  the  same  relation  to  St.  Louis 
that  the  Omaha  line  does  to  Chicago. 

5th.  N'ear  the  thirty-second  parallel, 
uniting  Preston  on  the  Red  River  in 
eastern  Texas  with  the  Pacific  at  San 
Diego,  San  Pedro,  or  San  Francisco. 

^\'heu  all  these  surveys  had  been 
cimi[)Icted.  and  Mr.  Davis  hadcarefully 
weighed  and  examined  the  results,  this 
last  route  was  the  one  to  which  he  gave 
the  preference,  strongly  urging  its 
adoption  by  Congress.  Tt  was  said 
with  perfect  truth,  that  if  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  oceans  were  to  rise  to  the 
height  of  4,000  feet  they  would  meet 
about  the  thirty-second  parallel  of 
latitude  over  the  vast  plateau  south  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains — the  Madre 
Plateau  ;  while  the  greater  part  of  the 
continent  to  the  northward,  as  well  as 
the  lofty  plateaux  of  IMexico  to  tlic 
soutli,  would  form  huge  islands,  sepa- 
rated by  this  strait.  Although  the 
surveys  across  other  sections  of  the 
continent  had  almost  swept  away  the 
conventional  idea  of  Alpine  grandeur 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  yet  they  were 
too  rapidly  conducte<l,'  and  the  task 
was    too    great   to   remove    minor    nb 
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stacles,  whirl]  swelled  the-  estimates  of 
the  cost  of  a  trans-continental  railway 
to  sums,  which  made  such  an  under- 
taking aj)[)o;)r  all  but  h!)[)e!f.ss.  The 
level  route  by  tlie  thirty-second  parallel 
shone  out  in  striking  economic  con- 
trast to  all  the  rest,  and  the  result  was 
that  Sio, 000,000  were  immediately  given 
to  Afexico  in  payment  for  shifting  her 
boundary  line  a  little  fartlier  south  to 
make  way  for  the  railway. 

Between  1S53  and  1S60  tiie  political 
hor!?;on  v.-as  gradually  assuming  a 
lowering  aspect.  The  storm  was 
gathering  wliic  !i  ultimately  revol'ition- 
ised  the  Pacific  Railway  question,  as  it 
did  almost  e\ery  other  great  question 
throughout  the  states.  Whilst  South- 
ern influence  appeared  to  be  as  usual, 
carrying  everytliing  before  it  at  V\'ash- 
ington,  and  the  truce  brought  about 
by  the  Missouri  compromise,  was  being 
respected  in  the  East,  the  vital  ques- 
lions  of  slavery,  state  rights  and  the 
rest,  were  beiiig  solved  in  the  Far  West 
throughout  ••bleeding''  Kansas,  Ar- 
kansas and  Mi  ;si.)uri.  and  the  surround- 
ing territories  with  a  freedom  and 
rougli  rapidity  natural  to  the  condition 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  climate  influ- 
ences were  adverse  to  slavery  and 
weighed  heavily  on'  the  side  of  those 
emigrants  who  poured,  in  from  the  Free 
States  with  an  e\"er-increasing  majority, 
bringing  with  them  political  emotions 
verging  on  fanaticism,  and  a  fixed 
determination  to  uphold  the  laws  of 
equal  justice  to  all  men  at  any  sacrifice. 
The  pro-slavery  ptatii.irm  was  drfcaU-ii 
in  the  West,    war    followed    as  a  direct 


consequence,  and  tlie  almost  matured 
project  of  constructing  a  Southern 
Pa'-ific  Railroad  by  the  32d  parallel 
fell  tlirough  as  a  matter  of  course. 
•  The  Pacific  Railway  question  S(30n 
took  another  form.  Statesmen  whis- 
peringly  asked  each  other,  what  if  the 
Pacific  States  were  to  waver  in  their 
loyalty  to  the  Union  ?  Their  isolated 
position  V,  as  for  the  first  time  keenly 
felt,  and  thus  the  necessity  of  binding 
Californi.-.  closely  to  the  Xorth,byiron 
ways  laid  across  tlie  continent,  became 
the  highest  card  lield  by  those  who 
made  it  their  business  to  agitate  for 
a  Pacific  Railroad.  Again  tlie  question 
came  prominently  before  Congress  ; 
but,  before  watching  the  result  of  this 
politiral  contest  at  \Vashington  in  1S62. 
we  must  glance  for  z  moment  at  the 
hands  of  the  players. 

California  held  some  great  cards. 
The  production  of  gold  had  been  enor- 
mous :  agriculture  had  developed  into 
an  interest  rivalling  that  of  mining; 
'creals  were  raised  in  quantities  far  ex- 
c  _i.i.ii:ig  the  local  demand  ;  southern 
Caliiornia  had  added  grape  culture  to 
stock  raising,  and  was  striving  to  ex- 
])ort  wine  as  well  as  hides  and  tallow  ; 
trade  had  sprung  up  with  Oregon,  the 
Sam;-,vich  Islands,  and,  most  important 
of  all.  with  China;  quicksilver  v.-as 
aliiio-t  flowing  from  the  mines  of 
AIniaden.  and  the  strong  desire  felt  by 
the  Calif(3rnians  for  a  Pacific  Railroad 
was  brought  to  a  climax  by  the  dis- 
covery that  a  p'-actiral  route  across  the 
snov.'-clad  Sierra  did  exist  through 
Donner    Pass,    midway    between     San 
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Francisco  anil  Virginia  City.  Some  of 
the  richest  merchants  pledged  their 
entire  fortunes  to  the  scheme  ;  tlic 
state  le;^;slat'.;rj  libe'-aily  j,'a\e  its  sanc- 
tion and  aid  .  and  it  oidy  remained 
for  Congress  to  grant  a  luting  subsid\". 
iVevada  had  one  high  tnnnp  to  play  in 
support  of  California!  Tlie  Comstock 
lode  had  been  discovered,  and  the 
wealth  of  silver  which  [uiured  from  it 
had  already  raised  that 'territory  into 
tjie  council  of  the  states. 

Chicago  and  the  Northwest  backed 
by  New  \'ork,  and  St.  Louis  and  the 
middle  States  supporteil  by  Phiiadci- 
J...X,  I....:  .;  ,:Ui  ihcin  to' Congress 
most  powerful  but  antagonistic  influ- 
ences. The  railways  of  the  eastern 
states  and  their  prolongations  west- 
ward may  be  said  to  form  two  separate 
railway  systems,  the  one  having  Chi- 
cago in  the  northwest, as  its  western 
terminus;  the  other,  St.  Louis,  the 
most  central  point  in  the  Mississi[)pi 
valley.  The  capitalists  of  both  theje 
cities,  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of 
directing  the  .Pacific  trade  through 
their  own  commercial  centres,  came 
forward  eager  for  the  contest,  which 
would  bring  so  mucii  triumpli  and 
profit  to  the  winning  side.  The  men 
of  Chicago  urged  that  they  had  already 
projected  three  lines  across  the  state 
of  lov.-a.  to  meet  at  ("ouncil  Bluffs 
(Omaha)  where  they  were  bridging  the 
muddy  Missouri  ;  that  from  this  point 
to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Nature  her- 
self had  graded  a  line  for  them  up  to 
the  very  summit  of  the  continental 
watershed;    that   here   only  a  few  hills 


had  to  be  crossed ;  that  another  five 
hundred  miles  would  take  them  to  the 
great  Mormon  settlement  at  Salt  Lake, 
and  that  their  California  friends  assured 
;hem  that  the  Sierra  Nevada  might 
be  crossed  at  the  back  of  Virginia  City, 
and  San  Francisco  reached  without  any 
insurmountable  difficulty. 

St.  Louis,  on  the  other  hand,  pleaded 
that  she  had  passed  from  words  to 
deeds  ;  that  lines  westward  had  not 
only  been  projected  but  built;  that 
the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad,  com- 
menced in  1S50  with  aid  from  the 
state,  already  ran  straight  as  an  arrow 
westward  across  Missouri  to  Kansas 
City,  and  that  lastly,  as  Kansas  (not 
Nebraska)  was  the  "mediterranean" 
state,  and  St.  Loviis  more  central  than  ■ 
Chicago,  Kansas  City  and  not  Council 
Bluffs  .should  be  the  starting  point  of 
the  grand  route  westward.  Money  was 
spent  like  water  in  the  contest.  I  re- 
member seeing  it  stated  in  an  American 
journal  that  one  company  alone  "  em- 
ployed the  element  of  inlluence  "  to 
the  extent  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 
The  civil  war  was  hotly  ragingon  all  sides 
and  the  whole  nation  was  in  a  ferment. 
Five  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling 
were  leaving  the  treasury  daily  to  meet 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Northern 
armies;  even  \\'ashington  was  threat- 
ened :  but  for  all  that  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road bill  was  carried  triumph.antly. 
Grunts  of  land  and  a  large  subsidy  in- 
creasing in  anuiuiit  as  the  road  ad- 
vanced westward,  were  granted,  but  no 
deilnite  conclusion  was  arrived  at  a.s  to 
the  eastern  starting  point  of  the  route. 
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The  great  precedent,  howevLT.  was  es- 
tahlished— that  Government  aid,  to  the 
extent  of  about  half  the  total  amount 
necessarj-,  would  he  provided  out  of 
the  national  treasury  to  assist  a  Pacific 
railroad  enterprise.  Bills  succeeded 
each  other  in  rapid  succession,  and 
party  contests  raged  ho-ly  at  every 
session  ;  until  finally,  the  following 
programme  was  definitely  adopted,  and 
the  undertaking  was  actually  com- 
menced. 

The  main  line  was  to  extend  from 
Omaha,  on  the  ?-lissoiiri  river,  to  Sac- 
ramento, in  California.  1,721  miles. 
St.  Louis  was  to  be  provided  for  by  a 
subsidised  branch  line,  to  connect  with 
the  main  line  on  or  about  the  tooth 
meridian  of  longitude  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mnunlains.  Three  companies 
were  to  prosecute  the«e  v.orks,  and  to 
stand  on  an  et'iual  footing  as  regards 
land  grants,  loans,  mortgages,  etc. 

First:. The  Union  Pacific  Railway 
Company,  constructing  the  line  west- 
ward from  Omaha. 

Second-:  Tlie  Central  Pacific  Rail- 
way of  Califnrnia,  [)rococding  eastward 
from  Sacramento.  These  companies 
were  to  make  their  ro.ujs  as  o,uickly  as 
possible  from  either  end.  anrl    to    meet 


at  an  intermediate  point  not  fixed. 
Thus  it  was  to  the  advantage  of  each 
to  lay  as  much  track  as  possible  ;  for 
the  amount  of  Government  subsidy,  as 
well  as  the  share  of  rnanagemental  in- 
fluence, depended  upon  the  proportion 
of  line  laid. 

Third  :  The  Union  Pacific  Railway 
Company  (Eastern  Division)  obtained 
the  Government  subsidy  for  a  distance 
of  400  miles  west  of  Kansas  City. 
Thus  it  is  evident  that  Ciilcago  Iiad 
gained  the  day.  If  Jrhe  civil  war  had 
not  inters >-i,L-il  I  thiidv  it  more  than 
probable  that  altliough  iSfig  might  not 
have  seen  the  locomotive  plying  be- 
tween New  \'ork  and  the  Pacific  we 
should  have  had  an  iron  road  laid 
across  tiie  Black  Hills.  Chicago 
would  ha\e  built  the  branch  li:ie,  and 
the  iTiain  trunk  would  have  been  laid 
further  south,  below  the  barrier  of 
winter  snows ;  it  would  have  passed 
ffiuiul  the  Rocky  Mountains,  not  over 
them  ;  acM-s  productive  valleys,  in- 
stead of  through  worthless  deserts; 
and  along  the  rich  centra'  trough  of 
Califnrnia.  iDstead  of  elini'MUg  an 
Alpine  pass  more  than  7,000  feet  above 
the  Pacific.  W'u.i.i.^m   A.    IL^li.. 
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The  early  history  of  the  French 
setlleuients  in  Southern  lilinoi-:  reads, 
in  these  days  of  higher  civilization  and 
broailer     culture.    like    a     romatice    of 
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.■ants  of  these 


detdzens  of  a  new  territor\  were  as 
sitnple  as  they  were  few.  Subsequent 
historians  have  called  these  the  "  hal- 
cyon days  ot  Illinois,""  and  alluded  t(j 
this    perioil    as    the   date   at   which  was 
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established  the  tact  that 
virtuous  people  need 
raent."  * 

The    growth 
five  French  vilh 
been     unifjriii 
tending     along 


an   honest, 
'.o     "overn- 


and  prosperity  of  the 
iges  in  thr  district  had 
and  substantial.  Ex- 
thc  American  Bottom 
from  Kaskaskia  to  Cahokia.  frequent 
and  friendly  comniunication  was  main- 
tained among  their  inhabitants  along  a 
line  sixty  miles  in  length.  At  peace 
\vith  each  other,  tliey  established  and 
cultivated  amicable  relations  with  their 
Indian  neighbors.  Religious  dissen- 
sions were  unknown.  The  settlers  re- 
i-ognized  but  one  church,  uud  lO  dis- 
pute her  will  in  matters  of  faith  never 
entered  their  minds.  In  each  hamlet 
was  a  rude*chapel  \vith  its  attendant 
priest,  who  was,  not  only  in  m.atters  of 
religion  but  in  all  the  affairs  of  every- 
day life,  the  •■  guide,  philosopher  and 
friend  "  of  his  illiterate  parishoners. 
The  architecture  of  their  houses  par- 
took of  the  simplicity  of  those  who 
dwelt  within  tiiem — a  single  story,  sur- 
mounted by_  tliatch  of  prairie  grass, 
rested  upon  four  [wsts,  whose  roughly- 
hewn  sides  were  concealed  by  hori- 
zontal cross-ties,  and  whose  iriterstires 
were  filled  in  wirh  clay  and  straw  iii 
lieu    of     mortar.      The    main    eiUiance 
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aJ-ticles  of  mere  luxury  were  unknown, 
and  slie  was  a  proud  dame  who  could 
adorn  her  dwelling  with  a  sliver  heir- 
loom brought  i'ro:u  her  native  hind,  to 
which  she  had  bid  a  long  farewell. 

The  demands  of  dress  were  not  at 
all  exacting.  Coarse,  blue  cotton 
sufficed  for  summer  wear,  which  was 
sometimes  covered  !>y  a  capot  made  of 
a  Mackinac  blanket.  In  winter  cot- 
tun  was  replaced  by  bear-skin,  lilue 
handkerchiefs  formed  the  head-gear  of 
both  men  and  women  alike,  while  both 
sexes  were  content  to  cover  their  feet 
with  loosely-fitting  deer-skin  moccasins. 
Their  agricultural  implements  were  of 
the  most  primitive  kind — wooden  |>lows 
without  a  colter,  and  carts  without 
iron.  They  usually  plowed  with  oxen, 
which  were  yoked  by  the  horns  rather 
than  by  the  neck.  Their  horses  were 
driven  tandem,  with  halters  made  of 
raw  hide,  winch  were  strong  and  neat.  . 
With  such  implements  and  outfits 
thovisands  of  acres  were  cultivated  on 
the  An.erican  Bottom,  yielding  large 
and  remunerative  crops. 

They  raised  chietly  wheat,  oats.  lio[)s, 
and  tobacco — Indian  corn  only  for 
hogs  and  Iionuny  ;  against  its  use  for 
bread  they  were  perjudiced.  Their 
bags  were  made  of  dry  elk-skins.  They 
had  neither  spinning-v.-heels,  looms,  nor 
cliurns — butter  being  made  by  shaking 
tlie  cream  in  a  bottle',  or  by  breaking 
it  in  a  liowl  witli  a  spoon,  and  very  lit- 
tle n>ed.  There  commerce  was  chiefly 
witli  \ew  Orleans,  tiie  people  of  which 
pc.rt  (lependeii  iiKiiidy  on  Illinois  for 
supj.lies     (jf     various     kinds.      Regular 
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cargoes  of  flour — as  many  as  four 
thousand  sacks  in  1745* — bacon,  pork, 
hides,  tallow,  leather,  lumber,  wine, 
lead,  anil  j.'cltrics  were  annually,  and 
somctimLS  more  frequently,  transported 
in  keel-boats  and  barges,  or  batteaux 
as  they  were  called,  to  New  Orleans, 
where  was  found  an  excellent  market. 
For  cargo  on  their  homeward  voyage, 
the  little  vessels  brought  to  the  northern 
settlements  sugar,  rice,  manufactured 
tobacco,  indigo,  cotton,  and  such  other 
goods  as  the  simple  wants  of  the  in- 
habitants refj'.iired. 

The  Frenchmen  in  Illinois  were 
excellent  boatmen,  and  although  the 
work  of  ascending  the  river  was  diffi- 
cult and^at  some  places  perilous,  they 
so  mingled  their  amusements  with  the 
excitements  of  the  voyage  as  to  make 
this  kind  of  life  not  only  tolerable 
but  enjoyable.  The  manner  of  navi- 
gating the  Mississ:ppi,  as  conducted 
then  and  fnr  over  half  a  century  there- 
after, was  by  towing,  sailing,  and,  as  it 
was  called,  cordelling,  which  consisted 
in  pulling  the  boat  up  stream  by  a  long 
rope,  one  end  of  which  v>as  fa.sti'iicd  to 
a  tree,  the  otlier  being  in  the  iiands  of 
the  men  on  board.  When  creeks  or 
rivers  impeded  their  -progress,  they 
swam  them,  or  were  ferried  o\er  in 
canoes.  Tiie  crews  numbered,  accord- 
ing to  the  si/.e  of  the  vessel,  from  ten 
to  fifty  hands,  and  with  large  boats 
heavily  laden,  four  or  live  months' 
time  was  consumed  in  making  the 
round  trip  from  Kaskaskia  to   New  Or- 
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leans.  Besides  coin,  good  peltries 
were  an  acknowledged  measure  of  value, 
and  passed  freely  in  commercial  trans- 
actions. 

The  government  of  the  commandant 
was  mild  and  conservative,  interfering 
but  little  with  the  every-day  pursuits  of 
the  people,  excepting  in  matters  of 
commerce,  over  which  he  maint.nined 
absolute  control.  Having  extensive 
patronage  and  unlimited  power  over 
trade,  as  well  as  over  all  contracts  for 
supplies,  repairs,  and  stores  for  his 
majesty'smagazine,  ample  opportunities 
were  afforded  him  not  only  to  secure 
the  good-will  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
also  to  add  very  largely  to  his  legitimate 
income. 

"  The  Court  of  tlie  .\udience  of  the 
royal  juristiction  of  the  Illinois,"  as 
Judge  Breese  calls  it,  which  came  to  be 
established,  had  but  little  difficulty  in 
settling  the  few  matters  of  dispute  which 
arose,  or  in  enforcing  its  judgments 
and  decrees,  through  the  provost 
marshal.*  Each  village  had  its  own 
local  commandant,  who  was  usually  the 
captain  of  the  militia. 

Tlic  burdens  of  the  people  were 
li/ht  ;  and  their  being  but  few  social 
distinctions,  there  were  no  rivalries. 
Care  was  a  stranger,  and  amusement 
always  in  order.  Paying  strict  atten- 
tion to  the  public  duties  of  religion, 
they  regarded  the  close  of  the  mass  on 
Sunday  as  the  signal  for  the  commence- 
ment of  festivities.      Qn    this     gala  day 

■:--Sr-c  intcr.:<;tin^  '.•■\.\^.^  s  iH-f.ire  [lliai.is  St.ite 
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Illinois,"  by  EdM:ird  G.  Mi.on,  1SS7. 
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of  the  week,  garaes,  visiting  and  gi'ssip 
were  the  order  of  tlie  Cisy ;  but  tlieir 
chief  delight  was  in  dancing,  in  which 
old  antl  yo^ng  engaged  alike. 

Ignorant  of  the  expensive  demands 
of  fashion,  their  artii'icial  wants  were 
few  and  easily  satisfied.  All  it  cost  for 
a  year's  board  and  lodging  was  two 
months'  work — one  plowing  and  one 
harvesting.  Thus  lived  in  their  border 
villages  this  primitive,  detached  people, 
apparently  contented  with  their  situa- 
tion, their  government  and  their 
religion. 

But  there  is  a  reverse  side  to  this 
picture.  The  hi-hest  "rr-'-l'ict  --'f  an}- 
country — the  outgrowth  which  sur- 
•passes  in  value  all  the  combined 
harvests  of. the  soil  and  the  aggregate 
yield  from  its  mines,  however  great- 
consists  of  the  men  and  women  who 
not  only  acknowledge  that  soil  as  their 
mother,  but  who  owe  their  character 
and  its  developrr.ent  to  the  circumstan- 
ces and  institutions  surrounding  their' 
birth,  and  among  which  they  are 
reared. 

•■  III  fares  the  land,  t.i  gathering  ills  a  prey. 
Where  v.ealili  accun;ulates,  ami  men  ilecay." 

In  vain  do  fertile  fields  respond  to 
labor,  when  titosc  who  cultivate  them 
are  themselves  the  stunted  'product  of 
a  warped,  incomplete,  or  degenerate 
civilization. 

These  early  colonists,  in  a  very  con- 
siderable proportion,  were  the  product 
of  the  lower,  wdiile  not  a  few  of  them 
had  belonged  to  or  descended  from  the 
criminal,  classes.  The  higher  qualities 
of  nund  aird    heart    which    often   riistin- 
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guished  the  national  character,  and 
which  were  rcp..atedly  displayed  by  the 
enterprising  and  loyal  French  who 
came  to  this  country  after  17P0,  they 
apparently  left  behind  them  or  never 
possessed. 

Having  no  educational  system,  they 
were  ignorant  alike  of  their  rights, 
duties  and  responsibilities  as  citizens. 
It  was  not  for  the  interest  of  their 
rulers  that  they  should  learn  either, 
and  they  were  as  destitute  of  ambition 
as  the  animals  with  which  they  plowed. 
Like  children,  they  cheerfully  per- 
formed the  tasks  assigned  them,  stimu- 
lated by  the  hope  of  the  promised  play- 
time, which  was  sure  to  follow.  In 
return  for  the  permission  to  indulge  in 
their  chosen  pastimes  without  restraint, 
thev  willingly  confided  their  govern- 
ment to  others.  While  they  were  light- 
hearted,  they  were  light-headed  as 
well,  and  thriftless  ;  the  poorer  portions 
laboring  only  long  enough  to  gain  a 
bare  subsistence  each  passing  day. 
t!ie  rest  of  the  time  being  spent  in 
sporting,  hunting  and  wine  drinking. 
Those  who  h.ad  sla^-es  compelled  them 
to  labor  to  support  their  drunken 
masters     in     idleness  and  debaucb.ery.- 

They  are  represented  as  hard  masters, 
and  overreaching  and  profligate  in  their 
intercourse  with  the  Indians. 

Their  connection  with  the  latter,  in- 
deed^ was  a  soi'.rce  of  injury  and 
degradation  to  both  races.  It  was  found 
that  it  was  easier  for  the  French  to  de- 
scend to  the  lower  plane  of  savage  life 
than  it  was  for  tli-  !!ati\e'to  improve 
b\-  th.e  specimen  of  civilization  presented 
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him  by  the  French,  while  tlie  had 
qualities  of  the?  latter  were  adupted 
naturally  and  without  an  effort.  The 
result  was  the  demoralization  and  decay 
of  both,  so  thafin  the  end  one 'was 
exterminated  anrl  the  other  compelled 
to  give  way  to  the  sterner  and  m«re 
elevating  civilization  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon. 

As  remarked   by  a  c4ose   observor    of- 
these  early  times,    we    look    in  \ain  for 


the  nioouments  of  tins  ancient  popu- 
lation. Their  memoruils  may  be 
counted  npon  less  than  «tie  fingers  of 
one  hand,.  With  not  'oae  single  im 
portaiit  A'/ork  of  educ'atiwn,  art,  science, 
culture,  -t^^nevolence.; 'or  religion  are 
they  assocrattjd-* 

John   Moses. 
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kes  human  race,  dark  and  warful  as  it  is. 
v.-hilc  biography,  as  the  siml  of  history, 
imparts  t'l'its  pages  both  tragedy  and 
corned} .      ...  a- 

There  is  raauy  an  American  family 
with. more  or  less  of  HOTinan,  Plan- 
tagenet  Tudor,  or  Stuart  blood  in  their 
\eins. 

They  nKi\-  init  knnw.  l-ikI  may  not 
care  for  the  admixture.  The  want  of 
ancestral  rifule  carries  its  own  com- 
ment :  but  pride  of  ancestry  is  heredi- 
tary and  is  peruliarly  a  N'c. '-man  charac- 
teristic. "TTtc  family  of  whicii  F  now 
write  is -of  N'.)riw.a'.t  origli:. 

Orlando  .Metcalf  was  iiurn  July  ir , 
1S40,  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania.  His 
father,  Orlajuij  U'illiams  Metcalf,  was 
a  gradlia**  of  L'nioa  College,  and  a 
lawyer  of  reputation.  .Vrunah  Metcalf, 
Ids  graiidfatlirjr,  of  C.iMperstown,  New 
York,  v.-as  a  mend)er  of  the  assembly  of 
that  stat-c  in  1S06-10,  and  a'so  a 
representative  in  Congress  in    iSir-ij. 


That  touch  of  nature  whicl 
the  v.-hole  v,-orld  kin"  prompted  Ed- 
ward Everett  to  say — "The  sacred  tie 
of  family,  reaching  backward  and  for- 
ward, binds  the  generations  of  men  to- 
gether and  draws  out  the  plaintive 
music  of  ourbeingfromthe  solemn  alter- 
nation, of  the  cradle  and  the  gra\-e." 

Some  time,  in  the  history  of  every 
human  family,  this  plaintive  music  has 
been  heard.  Vicissitude  and  misfortune 
are  words  engraved  upon  every  stone 
marking  the  coming  of  one  generation 
afteranotlier.  Tlus  isemphatically  true 
of  the  American  family  of  Anglo-Nor- 
man descent.  Whatever  of  prosperity 
and  domestic  tranquillity  they  mayenjoy 
to-day  has  been  the  result  of  v.ars  in 
past  ages — perhaps  during  the  jK-riod  of 
the  Stuarts  and  Cromwell  ;  the  wars  of 
the  Roses,  or  the  wars  between  Sa\on 
and  Norman. 

Cod  set  mankind  in  families.  There- 
fore their   history  is   the    history  of   the 
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Tlic  latter  was  the  son  of.ZubuloH 
Metcalf,nf  Lebanon, Connecticut- —him- 
self a  descendant  of  tlie  Metcalf  family 
of  Englawl,  recently  represented  in 
the  British  I'ecra-r  by  Sir  Charles 
Herbert  Theophihis  Metcalf,  Baronet, 
of  Fern  Hill,  Berkshire.  The  old 
family  crest  is  a  talbot  (mastiff)  the 
dexter  paw  supporting  a  golden  es- 
cutcheon :  the  motto  is  Conquiesco — 
••  [  am  at  rest.' ' 

Arunah  Metcalf  married'  Eunice  Wil 
Hams,  ivhose  fatl-er.  Capt.  Veatch 
Williams,  married  Lacy  Walsvvorth. 
Capt.  Williams  wasof  the  fifth  generation 
from  Ivobcrt  Williams,  born  I.i  1563  in 
Norfolk,  England,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1637  and  settled  in  Roxbury, 
MassacliusetTs.  He  was  "a  staunch 
and  typical  Puritan  whose  scruples 
forbade  his  conformity  with  the  tenets 
of  the  Established  Church  of  England 
during  the  intolerable  reign  of  Charles 
L" 

Eunice  Wdiiams  Metcalf  (the  pater- 
nal grandmother  of  Orlando  Metcalf), 
as  the  daughter  of  Lucy  Walsworth 
Williams,  had  in  her  veins  the  blood  of 
Margaret  Plantagenet.  (daughter  of 
George,  Duke  of  Clarence  and  Lady 
Isabel,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard, 
Earl  of  Salisbury  and  A\-arwick,  in 
1499.  This  lady  was  (October  14, 
1513)  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Countess  (;f  SalislM'.ry.  and  received 
letters  patent  estaldi>!-.irig  I'.er  in  the 
castles,  manors  and  \'.\x\n<  of  Ricliarrl, 
late  Earl  of  Salisbury,  her  grandfather. 
Notwithstanding  these  marks  of  royal 
tavor,  an  oiiJ)or;iinity  was   seized    upon 


several  years  afterwards  to  destroy  the 
only  remaining  branch  of  the  Plantag- 
anets  in  this  illustrious  lady.  At  the 
advanced  age  of  sevcnt}-  years  (31 
Henry  \'UL)  sue  was  condemned  to 
death,  unheard  by  Parliament,  and  be- 
headed on  Tower  Hill,  May  25,  1541, 
when  her  dignity  as  Countess  of  Salis- 
bury, fell  under  attainer.  She  married 
Sir  Richard  Pole,  K.  G.,  and  had 
issue  Henry,  Baron  Montague,  from 
whom  lineally  descended  Lucy  (Wals- 
worth) Williams. 

Orlando  Williams  Metcalf  (her 
grandson)  married  Mary  Mehitable 
Knap,  May  17,  1826,  sister  of  Charles 
Knap,  founder  of  the  Fort  Pitt  Cannon 
Foundry,  Pittsburg.  These  were  the 
parentsof  Orlando  Metcalf  of  Colorado 
Springs. 

Mr.  Metcalf  had  the  advantages  of  a 
liberal  education.  His  closing  days  in 
its  pursuit  were  spent  at  Kcnyon  Col- 
lege, Ohio,  where,  however,  he  did  not 
graduate.  Llis  ambition  v/as  to  be  a 
Ijusiness  man.  He  sought-  employ- 
ment in  185S  under  his  uncle,  then  en- 
g;iged  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  and 
cotton  machinery  for  the  Southern 
trade.  Beginning  in  the  lowest 
capacity,  as  oflicc  boy,  and  iloing  all 
the  v.-ork  that  position  iin|;!ies,  he 
served  one  year  for  which  lie  was  paid 
seventy-five  doliars.  and  lived  '^•ithin 
ills  incviic.  'I'l'iis  is  a  noteworthy  fact; 
for  it  is  a  foundation  stone  in  his  busi- 
nc-~  i:':;trai:tcr  which  has  never  been 
disallowed,  not  to  live  beyond  his  in- 
come, therefore  l.c  owes  no  ma[i  any- 
thing    to    this    day.      Another     article 
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(which  will  appear  in  an  early  num- 
ber of  this  Magazink),  "A  Chapter  of 
War  Hjstory.  AVhere  anrl  How  the 
[-ar-c  Cannon  Were  Made,"  bears 
directly  upon  the  personal  history  of 
Mr.  Metcalf. 

Mr.  Knap  in  his  field  of  labor  was 
the  perfect  equation  of  Thomas  .\. 
Scott  in  his.  In  hastening  the  solution 
of  the  problem  of  war,  Knap,  mould- 
ing cannon,  and  Scott,  as  assistant 
secretary  of  warand  vice-presidentof  tlie 
Pennsylvania  railroad,  transporting  rt 
to  the  front,  were  powerful  factors  in 
the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion. 

Mr.  Metcalf  has  in  his  possession  a 
telegram  from  Col.  Scott  saying:  --If 
necessary,  take  possession  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania railroad  in  the  name  of  the 
Government."  This  order,  though 
never  executed,  was  issued  in  view  of  a 
threatened  emergency. 

Two  summers  ago  the  writer  sat 
upon  th'e  angle  of  the  wall  of  Fortress 
Monroe  which  commands  the  entrance 
to  Hampton  Roads.  His  back  rested 
against  'the  mouth  of  a  20-inch  Col- 
umbiad  surnamed  "Lincoln."  He 
did  not  think  then  ''with  what  a  forge 
and  what  a  heat"  it  had  been  cast,  or 
that  he  should  listen  to  the  story  of  its 
Plutonic  birth  from  the  lips  of  Mr. 
Metcalf,  two  thousand  miles  from  where 
it  still  keeps  eternal  vigilance. 

From  the  close  of  the  war  until  1S71 
the  foundry  was  managed  by  Charles 
Knap's  nephews,  of  whom  were  still 
William  and  Orlando  Metcalf.  Hut 
its  operations  were  enlarged.  Its  fiery 
furnaces   were    turned    once    more    to 


moulding    peaceful    a-i   well    as   warlike 
implements. 

One  incident  may  be  mentioned  in 
its  history  before  passing.  The  foundry 
was  much  visited  by  sight-seers.  This 
incUuled  many  distinguished  foreigners. 
Every  ci\ili/.ed  government  sent  mili- 
tary officers  to  the  Fort  Pitt  Foundry 
to  take  notes  upon  the  casting  of  these. 
cannon — the  first  of  tlie  size  ever 
manufactured  anywhere. 

They  attracted  so  much  attention 
that  Mr.  Metcalf  at  last  determined  to 
charge  an  admission  fee  of  twenty-five 
cents,  the  proceeds  to  he  applied  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States  Sani- 
tary Commission.  Mr.  Knap  then 
offered  to  give  (and  gave)  a  dollar  for 
every  dollar  thus  contributed. 

The  Columbiad,  so  befittingly  named 
"  Lincoln,"  thus  acconijjiished  in  part 
the  will  of  the  martyred  President  in 
binding  up  the  nation '.s  wounds  and 
caring  for  him  who  bore  the  battle,  and 
for  his  widow  and  orphans. 

Mr.  Metcalfs  ne.xt  business  relation 
was  with  the  ■•  Crescent  -Spring  Com- 
pany," of  which  he  was  manager  and 
treasurer  until  1S73,  when  was  started 
the  "Verona  Tool  Works,"  a.s  Metcalf, 
Paul  &  Co.,  uf  which  he  is  still  the 
head.  Tiiis  cumpany  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  railroad  track  tools. 
One  of  its  famous  specialties  is  the 
"Verona  Nut  Lock,"  of  which  there 
are  now  more  than  fifty  million  in 
use. 

In  1879  Mr.  Metcalf  came  to  Colo 
rado  to  recover  from  nervous  prostra- 
tion,   superinduced    by    the    stress    of 
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business  cait:s.  He  soon  rcali/.cd  tlie 
benefits  of  tiie  climate,  became  inter- 
ested in  the,  vast  natural  resources  of 
the  state,  and  be,L;an  to  take  part  in 
their  development.  Entering  energet- 
..i.cally  into  the  movement  to  build  the 
Colorado  Midland  railroad,  he  was  one 
of  the  first  board  of  directors,  a  mem- 
♦vt*- of  the  executive  committee,  and 
second  vice-president  from  1885  to 
1SS8. 

He  is  presii'it-nt  of  the  Pacific  Coal 
and  Coke  Coin^ny,  whose  fields,  lo- 
cated in  Gunnison  county,  consisting 
of  about  three  thousand  acres,  have 
also  strong  indications  of  silver  ore, 
wth  slate  and  marble  quarries  of  the 
rarest  qualitits.  Tlie  anthracite  coal 
deposits,  now  well  developed,  have 
been  very  favorably  reported  upon  by 
Prof.  Lawson  of'Dalhousic  college; 
by  Engineer  Long  of  the  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande  railway;  by  Prof.  J.  W. 
Langley  of  'the  chair  of  Chemistry. 
.\nn  Arbor  university;  and  recently 
very  thoroughly  and  exhaiistively  by 
Prof.  James  'T.  Gardner  of  Albany, 
New  \'ork.  The  latest  development 
shows  up  2,250^000  tons  of  the  very 
finest  antliracit("-«oal  in  an  area  of  210 
acres,    equal    in    every     respect    to    the 

William  S.  Maple,  up  to  1878.  an 
artist  of  note  in  San  Francisco,  since 
extensively  eiig:\ged  in  mining  al  .\spen, 
is  the  superintendent   of   the  company. 

Mr.  Metcalf  is  president  ot  the  Elk 
Mountain  Railway,  the  line  of  which 
has  been  •sur\eycd  and  permanently 
located.      It  extends    from    Carbondale 


to  these  coal  fields,  a  distance  of  thirty 
miles.  The  secretary  and  treasurer  is 
Mr.  H.  D.  Fisher,  who  was  one  of  the 
projectors  of  the  Colorado  Midland — 
suggested  its  felicitous  name  ;  was 
president  of  the  Midland  Construction 
Company,  and  is  identified  with  the  in- 
ception and  building  of  that  road,  so 
remarkable  for  the  beautiful  mountain 
region  it  has  opened  up  to  travel  and 
tourists  and  for  settlement. 

The  engineer  is  Mr.  Thomas  H. 
Wigglesworth,  of  thirty-five  years  ex- 
perience upon  the  railroads  of  the  East 
and  West,  viz  : — The  Cincinnati  South- 
ern; the  Newport  News  and  Mississippi; 
the  Louisville  and  Nashville  ;  the  Den- 
ver and  Rio  Grande,  and  the  Colorado 
Midland.  To  him,  more  than  to  any 
other  man,  the  locomotive  owes  its 
triumphs  in  scaling  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains. 

Mr.  Metcalf  married,  in  1S63,  Agnes 
McElroy,  daughter  of  Mr.  James  Mc- 
Elroy,  of  Pittsburg — whose  surname 
carries  the  name  backward  to  romantic 
Scotiaral — land  of  the  covenanters  and 
martyrs.  Intervening  generations  have 
not  sufficed  to  remove  from  her  forceful 
yet  kindly  face  the  lineaments  of  a 
heroic  ancestry. 

.Mr.  aiiil  Mrs.  Metcalf  are  at  the 
head  of  a  happy  household,  consisting 
now  (jt  nine,  including  their  seven 
children,  .^part  from  their  Colorado 
Springs  residence,  upon  the  same  lot 
stands  a  cottage,  half  hidden  and  half 
revealed,  in  shrubbery  and  trees.  It  is 
the  att-and-music  study  of  their  daugh- 
ters. 
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Mary  Kna;).  tlic  eldest,  is  an  artist  by 
nature  and  cJiication,  v,-hose  paintings 
have  attr.icted  attention  and  sale  chiefiy 
in  New  York,  where  for  several  years 
she  studied  at  the  school  of  the  eminent 
N[rs.  Syivanns  Reed.  Agues  and  Edith 
Leila  devote  their  time  to  music.  Two 
years  were  spent  at  Leipsic,  rendering 
their  musical  accomplishments  ex- 
ceptional. The  only  son.  Orlando,  Jr., 
just  completed  a  five  gears'  course 
at  Shattuck's  School  at  Faribault. 
.Minnesora.  He  enters  this  fall  the 
Boston  School  of  Technology.  The 
remaining  tiiree  are  daughters,  Eliza- 
beth Knap,  now  at  Mrs.  Reed's  School; 
Lois,  nine  years  of  age,  ana  Emma 
Elsie,  seven. 

Their  summer  residence — not  the 
home  in  Colorado  Springs — is  Camp 
Duquesne,  at  Manitou  Park,  on  the 
line  of    tile   Colorado    Midland.      This 


name  was  ch.osen  in  rem.cmbrance  of 
the  place  of  his  nativity.  It  also  re- 
calls the  days  of  the  French  occupa- 
tion; the  defeat  and  death  of  Brad- 
dock;  the  name  of  Washington  when  it 
rose  resplendent  upon  the  horizon  of 
.\merican  history,  and  the  change  of 
name,  with  change  of  dominion,  from 
Duquesne  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  finally  to 
Pittsburg. 

The  family  now  gathered  at  Camp 
Duquesne  h.as  exemption  from  some  of 
the  political  ills,  at  least,  which  befell 
their  remoter  ancestors,  whether  Puritan 
or  Cavalier;  v,-hile  they  affectionately 
ascribe  much  of  their  prosperity  and 
all  of  their  domestic  tranquility  to  the 
trials  some  of  them  endured,  even  to 
death  of  the  bod\-  raid  the  confiscation 
of  estaies. 

Henry   Dudley  Tektor.  ■ 


VERSIONS     OF    THE    BIBLE. 

ACCOUNT    OK    THE    MORE  I.MPORT.\NT  VERSIONS    OK    THE    BIBLE    BEFORE 
THK     DISlOVERY    ClK     PRINTING. 
II. 


Rev.  Dk.  .\ni'.0TT  thinks  that  the 
lirst  attempt  to  con\-ey  ideas  by  signs 
addressed  to  the  eye  was  by  pictures 
and  in  this  first  stage  a  single 
picture  represented  an  entire  word. 
The  next  stage  was  the  syllable 
when  the  picture  became  merely  a  con- 
ventional sign,  drawn  with  tl'.c  fewest 
[lossibie  lines  until  it  often  merely 
suggested,  or  even  ceased  to  suggest  the 


object  which  it  had  represented.  The 
best  examples  of  these  two  stages  are 
in  these  Egyptian  hieroglyphics,  which 
represent  frequently  the  lirst  syllables 
of  the  words,  and  even  the  first  letter. 
In  the  cuneiform  alphabet  of  Assyria 
there  are  several  hundred  known  char- 
acters which  also  indicate  words,  as 
many  more  which  represent  simple  and 
com.pound    syllabh-s.      The    cuneiform 
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alphabet,  or  syllabary,  the  origin  of  nibal  ■ 
which  is  unknown,  has  lost  nearly  all 
resemblance  to  the  original  pictures 
from  which  it  degenerated,  ami  the 
same  is  true  of  the  Egyptian  hieratic 
chirography,  which  was  a  sort  of  run- 
ning hand,  used  in  writing  on  papyrus. 
The  Egyptians  possessed  the  hiero- 
glyphic system  at  the  earliest  period  at 
which  we  meet  their  monuments,  and 
we  have  in  the  Pap_\rus  Prisse  a  speci- 
men of  hieratic  writing  going  bnrk  as 
far  as  the  Exodus. 

The  old  Phixnician,  to  which  refer- 
ence has  already  been  made,  (jr  more 
properly  the  Sheraitic  alphabet,  as  it 
first  appeared  about  looo.E.  C,  was 
extended  o\;er  the  west  coast  of  Asia, 
from  .-Vrabia  to  the  central  portion  of 
.\sia  Minor,  and  it  may  have  had  its 
origin  with  the  Caaaanites  at  tlic  time 
when  the    shepherd    kings    ruled    over 

Egypt. 

A  letter  -from  Prof.  Rafinesque  cor- 
roborates our  supposition  that  the 
ancient  Punic,  Phcenician,  or  Cartha- 
ginian langilage  is  quite  identical.  A 
stone  was  fouml  in  a  cave  on  the 
Island  of  Malta,  in  tlie  year  1761,  upon 
which  Phcenician  cliaracters  of  a  very 
ancient  date  were  inscribed.  This 
island,  at  an  early  period  of  time,  was 
inhabited  by  the  Plujenicians,  long  be- 
fore the  Romans  existed  as  a  nation, 
and  this  sepulchral  cave  bore  evidence 
of  having  been  used  by  .the  prim- 
itive irdiahitants.  These  charartcrs 
found  in  the  ancient  repository  of  the 
dea<l.  are  thought  to  mark  the  place 
where  the  famous    Carthagenian,  Han- 
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buried,  as  they  explicitly 
allude  to  that  general.  The  reading 
in  the  original  is  as  follows  :  '•  Chadar 
Bctiiulam  kabar  L'hauibaal  N'akeh  be- 
caleth  ha\eii,.  rachra  dach  Am  beshuth 
Chanibaal  ben  Oar  melee."  The  in- 
terpretation reads  thui> :  "  The  inner 
chamber  of  the  sanctuary  of  the  sepul- 
chre of  Hannibal,  illustrious  in  the 
consumn:ation  of  calamity.  He  was 
beloved.  The  people  lament,  when 
arra)ed  in  order  of  battle,  Hannibal 
the  son  of  Bar-melec." 

Humboldt,  in  his  volume  entitled 
"  Researches  in  South  America,"  de- 
scribes a  chain  of  mountains  between 
the  rivers  Oronoco  and  .\mazon  where 
were  found  in  a  cavern  characters 
supposed  to  be  the  Punic  letters,  en- 
graved on  a  block  of  granite.  Other 
nations  having  presented  their  claims 
to  the  inventors  of  language,  why  then 
should  not  America  also  endeavor  ti_> 
establish  its  right?  Prof.  Vater  as- 
sures us  that  the  alphabet  of  the  t^o 
continents,  with  the  American  glyphs, 
or  groups  of  letters  had  their  origin  in 
a  remote  period,  when  one  original 
tribe  existed,  whose  ingenuity  and 
judgment  enabled  them  to  invent  such 
intricate  formations  of  language  as 
could  not  be  effaced  by  thousands  of 
years,  nor  by  the  intluence  of  7ones 
and  climates.  To  unravel  the  mys- 
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Jiighton,  Massachusetts  tends  to  show 
that  they  nriginited  with  the  inhabit- 
ants of  tUe  ancient  Atlantic  island  of 
Plato,  called  by  him  Atlantis.  Mathien 
not  only  gives  tlie  sense  of  the  inscrip- 
tion, but  he  proves  that  the  tongues 
spoken  by  the  Mexicans,  Peruvians  and 
other  occidental  or  western  people,  as 
well  as  the  CIreek  itself,  with  all 
its  dialects  were  bat  derivations  from 
the  language  of  the  primitive  Atlan- 
tians.  Dr.  Robertson,  the  historian, 
conjectures  that  this  bridge  which 
reached  from  America  to  Europe 
was  destroyed  by  the  ocean  very  far 
back  in  the  ages  of  antiquity.  Plato 
says,  "there  was  a  tremendous  over- 
flowing oi  the  sea,  which  continued  a 
day  and  a  night,  in  the  course  of  which 
tl'.e  vast  island  of  Atalantis,  and  all  its 
splendid  cities,  were  sunk  in  the  ocean, 
which  spreading  its  waters  over  it  added 
a  vast  region  to  the  Atlantic."  If  the 
trailition'be  true,  this  occurrence  hap- 
[lened  about  twelve  hundred  years  be- 
fore Christ,  and  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  years  alter  the  flood.  At  this 
period  it  is  possible  that  a  land  passage 
may  have  existed  from  Europe  and 
Africa  to  .America  ;  also  by  other  is- 
lands, some  of  which  are  still  situated 
in  the  same  direction — the  -Vzores, 
Madeiras  and  Teneriffe  islands.  .\n 
allusion  to  this  same  island,  .\talantis, 
i';  made  by  Euclid,  in  a  conversation 
which  he  had  with  a  Scythian  philoso- 
piicr  of  the  same  age,  who  had  traversed 
the  wilds  of  his  own  northern  regions 
to  ,\lhcns,  where  he  made  tlie acquaint- 
ance of  Euclid.  Their  subject  was  the 
6 


convulsions  of  the  globe.  The  sea, 
.according  to  every  appearance,  said 
Euclid,  has  separated  Sicily  from  Italy, 
Eub(ea  from  Bceotia,  and  a  number  of 
other  islands  from  the  continent  of 
Europe.  We  are  informed  that  the 
waters  of  the  Black  sea  having  been 
long  enclosed  in  a  lake,  rose  at  length 
above  the  lands  which  surrounded  it, 
forced  open  the  passage  of  Bosphorus 
and  tlellespont,  and  rushing  into  the 
--Egean  sea,  extended  its  limits  to  the 
surrounding  shores.  Beyond  the  istli- 
mus  which  once  united  Europe  and 
Africa,  said  Euclid,  there  existed  an 
island  as  large  as  Africa  which,  with 
all  its  wretched  inhabitants,  v.as 
swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake.  Tlie 
evidences  of  an  ancient  population  in 
this  country,  anterior  to  that  of  the 
Indians  is  shown  in  the  discovery  ot 
mounds,  tumuli,  and  the  researches  of 
the  Historical  Societies  of  Ohio  and 
elsewhere.  In  a  deep  valley  in  the 
Alleghany  mountains  is  one  of  those 
solitary  memorials  of  an  exterminat:.-d 
race.  It  is  hidden  amidst  the  pro- 
foundest  gloom  of  the  woods,  and  con- 
sists of  a  regular  circle,  a  hundred  paces 
in  diameter.  The  plot  is  raised  above 
the  comiuon  level  of  the  earth  arouiui 
to  a  heighth  of  about  tour  feet,  which 
may  have  been  done  to  carry  off  the 
water  when  the  snows  melted,  or  when 
violent  rains  would  otherwise  have  in- 
undated the  dwellings  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. The  whole  country  abounds  with 
monuments  of  antiquity,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Ameri- 
cans were  equal   in   antiquity,  civiliza- 
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tion  and  scienres.  to  tlic  nations  of 
Africa  and  Europe  ;  and  like  them  the 
children  of 'Asiatic  nations.  It  is 
absurd  to  suppose  ;hat  no  American 
nations  had  systems  of  writing,  glyplis 
and  letters,  and  undoubtedly  they  had 
various  modes  of  perpetuating  ideas. 
Rafinesque  in  a  letter  to  Champollion 
states  tliat  th.e  graphic  systems  in 
Am.erica  to  express  thought  inay  be 
arranged  in  twehe  ■scries: 

ist.  Pictured  sym!>ols  of  the  Tolte- 
cas,  Aztecas,  Huar.tccas,  Skeres,  and 
Panos. 

2d.  Outlines  of  figures  expressing 
words  or  ideas,  used  by  the  nations  of 
North  and  South  America. 

3d.  Quipc^s,  or  knots  on  striiigs 
used  by  tlie  Peru\ians,  and  several 
other  South  American  nations. 

4th.  Wampums,  or  strings  of  shells 
and  beads,  used  by  many  nations  of 
North  America. 

5th.  Runic  glyphs,  or  marks  and 
notches  on  twigs  or  lines,  used  by  sev- 
eral nations,of  North  America. 

•  6th.  Runic  marks  and  dots,  or 
"•raplilc  symbols,  not  on  strings  or 
lines,  but  in  rows;  expressing  words  or 
ideas,  used  by  the  ancient  nations  of 
North  America  or  Mexico;  the  Tal- 
egas,  Aztecas,  Natchez.,  Powhatans, 
'Tuscaroras.and  the  Muhir.cas  of  South 
America. 

7th.  Alphabetical  symbols,  express- 
ing syllables  or  sounds,  not  words,  but 
grouped,  and  the  groups  disposed  in 
rows;  such  is  the  graphic  system  of 
the  mcjnuments  of  Otolum,  near  Pal- 
enque,  the  American  Thebes. 


Sth.  rursi\e  syniboLs,  in  groups  and 
the  groiiDs  in  parallel  rows,  derived 
from  the  last  (which  are  chiefly  nionu- 
oiental)  and  used  in  the  uiariuscripts  of 
the  -Mayans,  Guatanialans. 
•  9th.  Syllabic  letters,  expressing 
syllables,  not  simple  sounds,  and  dis- 
posed in  rows.  Such  is  the  late  al- 
phabet of  the  Cherokees,  and  many 
graphic  inscriptions  found  in  North 
and  South  America. 

loth.  Alphabets  or  graphic  letters 
expressing  simjile  sounds  and  disposed 
in  rows;  found  in  numerous  inscrip- 
tions, medals  and  coins  in  North  and 
South  America. 

nth.  Abbreviations  or  letters  stand- 
ing for  whole  words,  or  part  of  a  glyph 
and  graphic  ilelineation  expressive  of 
the  whole. 

1 2th.  Numeric  system  'of  graphic 
signs,  to  express  numbers.  All  the 
various  kinds  of  signs,  such  as  dots, 
lines,  strokes,  circles,  glyphs,  letters, 
etc.,  used  by  some  nations  of  North 
and  South  America  as  well  as  in  the 
eastern  continent. 

Thus  it  is  shown  that  America,  in 
its  earliest  history,  was  not  without  its 
literati,  and  means  of  improvement  by 
the  use  of  letters,  but  was  lost  by 
means  of  revolutions  as  once  was  the 
fate  of  the  Roman  empire. 

In  the  humble  opinion  of  the  writer, 
the  Atlantcs  were  not  only  the  primi- 
tive colonists  of  America,  but  they  were 
the  most  conspicuous  and  civilized. 
They  may  have  been  the  founders  of 
Otolum  tiuit  ruined  city  which  ranks 
among  the  most  remarkable  of  the  an- 
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tiquities  of  Yucntan  and  Chiapa,  and 
which  is  described  li\- Del  Rio  as  having 
a  circuit  of  thirty-two  and  a  breadth  of 
twcKo  En,L;lisb  miles.  The  descend- 
ants of  the  builders  of  this  city  arc  the 
Tolas  or  Torascos,  Atalalos,  ^[atala!ls, 
Talegawis,  Otalis  or  Tsulukis,  Tala- 
huicas,  Chontalas  or  Tsendalas. 

The  similarity  between  the  languages 
of  our  American  Indians  and  their 
African  brethren  the  Taurics  and  the 
Cuanches,  even  after  a  separation  of 
several  thousand  years  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  early  navigators,  and  when 
Columbus  discovered  America  history 
tells  us  lie  was  struck  with  the  similarity 
in  features,  manners  and  speech. 
From  Vater  and  other  Spanish  writers 
we  learn  that  the  Tarascos  formed  in 
West  Mexico  a  powerful  and  civilized 
kingdom,  and  by  their  language  is 
traced  their  origin  to  a  remote  period 
of  time.  As  for  the  modern  Englirh  it 
has  really  only  one  immediate  parent. 
The  old  English,  such  as  it  was  spoken 
and  written  in  England,  between  the 
years  looo  and  1500,  lasting  about  Ine 
hundred  years,  which  is  considered  to 
be  the  usual  duration  of  fluctuating 
languages,  .\ccording  to  Priest  informs 
us  that  the  old  English  had  several  con- 
temporaneous dialects,  and  it  is  sup 
posed  to  have  sprung  from  the  amalga- 
mation of  the  British-Celtic,  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  and  the  Nornuin-French.  These 
three  parents  of  the  English,  insteafl  of 
being  remote  and  different  languages 
were  themselves  brothers  ;  they  sprang 
from  a  common  primitive  source  having 
undergone     fluctuations    and     changes 


every  five  hundred  or  one  thousand 
years.  For  instance,  the  Latin  of  the 
time  of  Romolus,  was  quite  a  different 
language  from  that  spoken  in  the 
time  of  Augustus,  although  this  was 
the  child  of  the  former.  Tracing 
backward  the  old  English  which  sprung 
partly  from  the  British-Celtic,  we  find 
that  the  British-Celtic  of  Great  Britain 
sprung  from  the  Celtic  of  AVest  Europe 
— the  Cumbric  from  the  Oomerian  of 
Western  .-Vsia — the  Gomerian  from  the 
Yavana  of  Central  Asia.  The  Yavana 
was  a  dialect  of  the  Sanscrit.  The 
Sanscrit  alphabet,  and  all  its  derived 
branches,  including  e\-en  the  Hebrew, 
Phcenician,  Pelagic,  Celtic  and  Canta- 
brian  alphaliets,  were  totally  unlike  in 
forms  and  combinations  of  grouping, 
but  in  the  great  variety  of  Egyptian 
form  ot  the  same  letters  a  resemblance 
with  our  American  glyphs  has  been 
traced.  In  an  old  Lybian  alphabet, 
which  has  been  copied  by  Purchas,  in 
his  collection  of  old  alphabets  a  close 
connection  is  shown  between  the  hier- 
oglyphics of  Egypt  and  the  glyphs  of 
Otolum,  the  ruined  stone  city  of 
America. 

In  "  Deuham's  Travels  in  Africa  " 
is  descril.icd  another  old  and  obsolete 
Lybian  alphabet  found  in  old  inscrip- 
tions among  the  Tuarics  of  Targih  and 
Ghraat,  west  of  Fe/.an,  which  although 
unlike  the  first,  had  many  analogies, 
and  also  with  t!ie  American  glyphs. 

The  old  English  which  partly  sprung 
from  the  Norman  French  may  thus 
be  traced  backward.  The  Norman 
French  was  sprung  from   the   Romanic 
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of  France.  The  Romanic  from  the 
Celtic,  Teutonic  and  Roman  T^atin. 
Roman  Latin  from  the  Latin  of  Romu- 
lus. The  Latin  from  the  Ansonian  of 
Ital)'.  The  Ansonian  from  the  Pelagic 
of  Greece  anil  West  Asia.  The  i'ela- 
gic  from  the  Palangsha  or  Pali  of  Cen- 
tral Asia.  The  Pali  was  a  branch  of 
the  Sanscrit. 

Thus  we  see  all  the  sources  of  the 
English  language  concentrating  by 
gradual  steps  into  the  Sanscrit,  one  of 
the  oldest  languages  of  Central  Asia, 
which  has  spreatl  its  branches  through- 
out the  whole  world.  All  the  affinities 
between  English  and  Sanscrit  are 
direct  and  striking,  notwithstanding 
many  deviations  and  the  lapse  of  ages. 
.\11  the  European  nations  came  from 
the  east  or  the  west  of  the  Imaus  table 
land  of  Asia,  and  the  order  of  time  in 
which  the  .\siatic  nations  entered 
ETurope  to  cohmi/.e  it  was  as  follows: 

1.  Esquas  or  Oscans  or  Cantabrians. 

2.  Gomorians  or  Cumras  or  Celts 
or  Gaels. 

3.  Getes  or  Goths  or  Scutans  or 
Scythians. 

4.  Finns  or  Laps  or  Sanies. 

5.  Tiras  or  Thracians  or  Illyrians  or 
Slaves. 

6.  PoUis  or  Pclasgians  or  Hellenes 
or  Greeks. 

The  settlement  in  Europe  of  the  last 
is  so  remote,  says  Ratinesque,  as  to  be 
involved  in  obscurity,  but  their  lang- 
uages and  traditions  prove  there 
relative  antiquity. 

The  sacred  writers  composed  their 
works  under  so  plenarv  an  influence  of 


the  Holy  Spirit,  that  God  may  be  said 
to  speak  by  those  writers  to  men  ;  not 
merely  that  they  spoke  to  men  in  the 
name  <>f  God.  .According  to  Buck 
there  is  a  difference  betwen  the  two 
propositions  ;  each  supposes  an  au- 
thentic revelation  from  God,  but  the 
former  secures  the  Scriptures  from  all 
error,  but  as  to  the  subjects  spoken, 
and  the  manner  of  expressing  them. 

The  inspiration  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment Scriptures  is  so  expressly  attested 
by  our  Lord  and  his  apostles,  and  the 
evidences  brought  forward  in  the  New 
Testament  by  the  apostles  so  thor- 
oughly establish  the  truth  of  the  facts 
to  which  th.ey  testified:  that  there 
should  be  no  doubt  of  their  inspiration. 
The  ancient  authors  seldom  wrote  their 
treatises  with  their  own  hands  but 
dictated  them  to  their  freedmen  or 
slaves.  These  were  of  three  classes, 
the  tacluigraphoi  amanuenses  notarii, 
or  hasty  writers;  the  kalligraphoi 
librarii,  or  fair  writers  ;  and  the  biblio- 
graphic bibrarii,  or  copyists. 

It  devolved  upon  the  class  last  named 
to  transcribe  with  great  care  and  clear- 
ness the  text  which  the  former  had 
written  from  dictation. 

The  correcting  of  the  copies  was 
under  the  care  of  an  emendator  cor- 
recter,  and  most  of  the  books  of  the 
New  Testament  were  dictated  after 
this  metliod. 

In  the  epistle  of  Galatians,  chapter 
VI.,  St.  Paul  noted  it  as  a  particular 
circumstance  that  he  had  written  it 
with  his  ov,-n  hand.  The  rccitjli^ 
preceded  the  publication,  which  recital 
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took  place  before  many  persons  who 
were  si)ecially  invited  to  be  present. 

Thus  the  works  of  the  first  fouud-jrs 
of  the  Ciiristian  church  made  their  ap- 
pearance, and  these  episiies  were  read 
in  those  congregations  to  which  tliey 
were  directed.  The  historical  works 
were  made  known  by  the  authors  in 
the  congregations  of  the  Christians /i'-'' 
recitationcm  and  the  general  interest 
manifested  procured  for  them  tran- 
scribers and  readers.  Records  were 
also  inscribed  on  the  walls  and  columns 
of  temples,  tombs,  etc.  Porphyry 
makes  mention  of  some  pillars  pre- 
served in  Crete  on  which  the  ceremon- 
ies observed  by  the  Corybantes  in  their 
sacrifices  were  recorded.  The  works 
of  Hesiod  were  originally  written  on 
tables  of  lead  and  deposited  in  the 
temple  of  the  Muses  in  Boeotia.  The 
laws  of  Solon  were  cut  on  wooden 
planks,  and  tables  of  wood  and  ivory 
were  -not  uncommon  among  the 
ancients.  Those  of  wood  were  fre- 
quently covered  with  wa.\..  so  that 
writings  could  be  made  or  blotted  out 
with  facility.  Subsequently  the  leaves 
of  the  palm  trees  were  used,  and  the 
thin  bark  was  also  selected.  Hence 
came  the  word  liber,  which  signifies  the 
inner  bark  of  the  trees.  As  this  bark 
was  rolled  up  in  order  to  be  removed 
with  greater  ease,  each  roll  was  called 
volumen,  a  volume ;  a  name  afterwards 
given  to  similar  rolls  of  paper  or  parch- 
ment. From  the  Egyptian  papyrus, 
the  word  paper  is  derived. 

After  this,  leather  was  introduced, 
and    history  informs    us  that  Altarus, 


the  king  of  the  Pergamus,  was  the  in- 
ventor of  parchment  made  from  the 
skins  of  sheep  and  goats.  The  ancients 
also  wrote  upon  linen,  and  Pliny 
assures  us  tiuit  the  Parthians,  even  in 
his  time,  wrote  upon  their  clothing. 
Livy  speaks  of  certain  books,  lintei 
libri,  upon  which  the  names  of  the 
magistrates  were  preserved  in  the 
tempi-.-  of  the  goddess  Moneta. 

The  Assyriiins  have  been  competi- 
tors with  the  Egyptians  for  >  the  honor 
of  having  invented  alphabetic  v\riting, 
and  it  appear^,  from  the  remains  now 
e.xtant  of  the  writing  of  these  ancient 
nations,  that  their  letters  had  a  great 
affinity  with  each  other.  They 
much  resembled  one  another  in 
shape,  and  they  ranged  them  in 
the  same  manner,  from  right  to 
left.  The  Grecians  followed  both 
directions  alternately,  going  in  the  one 
direction  and  returning  in  the  other. 
Ft  was  called  boustrophcdon,  because  it 
was  after  the  manner  of  oxen  while  at 
work  with  the  plough.  In  Chinese 
hooks  the  lines  run  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, and  probably  the  Chinese  is  the 
oidy  system  now  in  common  use  that 
is  not  lineally  descended  from  the  al- 
phabet used  by  Tvloses  in  writing  the 
Pentateuch. 

Few  subjects  have  given  rise  to  more 
discussion  than  the  origin  of  alpha- 
betical characters,  which,  as  Calmet 
tridy  says  must  be  considered  one  of 
tlic  most  admirable  efforts  of  the  in- 
genuity of  man.  So  wonderful  is  the 
facility  which  it  affords  for  recording 
human   thought  ;    so   ingenious    is   the 
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analysis  which  it  furnishes  for  the 
sounds  of  articulate  speech,  that  the 
authors  of  tliis  invention  shouhl  receive 
the  grateful  honiaije  of  all  a-es.  Un- 
fortunately tlu  author,  and  the  era  of 
this  discovery,  are  both  lost  in  the 
darkness  of  remote  antiquity,  and 
even  the  nations  to  which  the  invention 
is  due  cannot  now  be  named  with 
certainity. 

The  Ei^yptians,  the  Assyrians,  the 
Phcenecians,  the  Persians,  the  natives 
of  India  have  vied  with  each  other  for 
this  honor,  and  each  has  claimed  its 
inventor  among  the  remote,  and  prob- 
ably fabuious  personages  that  figure  in 
the  earlier  ages  of  their  history.  Lucan 
afnrms  that  the  Phoenicians  invented 
the  common  letters  befofetheEgyptians 
were  acquainted  with  the  use  cf  paper, 
or  the  art  of  writing  in  hieroglyphical 
characters,  and  it  was  probably  in  imi- 
tation of  the  Phcenicians  that  tiie 
Egyptians  used  letters  in  their  writing. 
Of  this  we  cannot  be  certain,  but  we 
are  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  resemb- 
lances w«re  great  in  the  ancient  alpha- 
pets  of  these  people  ;  and  we  know 
that  Moses,  who  was  familiar  with  both 
hieroglyphic  a[id  Phcenician  letters, 
wrote  in  the  last  named  characters. 
The  Egyptians  lost  the  use  of  their 
writing  when  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Greeks,  and  the  Coptic  i>r  ni(_)dern 
Egyptian  character  is  formed  from  the 
Greek.  The  characters  of  the  oldest 
known  form  of  the  Shemitic  alphabet 
taken  from  the  Moabite  stone,  nearly 
900  B^  C.,  and  from  other  monuments, 
were  followed    by  the  earlier  forms  of 


the  Greek  and  Latin  alphabets,  which 
as  may  easily  be  seen  are  almost  pure 
Piuenician,  when  written  from  right  to 
left,  as  \\\  the  case  of  the  must  ancient 
Greek  monuments,  the  letters  are  not 
disnnguishahle  from  the   Phoenician. 

The  Phfenician  alphabet  in  which 
the  Old  Testament  was  originally 
written,  according  to  the  Greek  legend 
was  introduced  by  Cadmus  through  an 
the  Phcenician  colonies,  and  through 
the  Cadmus  of  mythology  the  Greeks 
took  their  alp'.iabet  from  the  Phceni- 
cians, while  from  the  Greek  is  derived 
the  Russian.  From  the  Latins,  whose 
Phcenician  origin  is  equally  evident, 
came  the  alphabets  of  the  rest  of 
Europe  and  America. 

Brinsep.  has  shown  that  the  ancient 
Sanscrit  alphabet  probably  came  from 
the  Phcfinician,  and  from  the  Sanscrit 
are  derived  the  alphabets  of  India, 
Burmah,  Thibet  and  Java.  The  old 
I^ersian  is  also  shown  by  Spiegel  to 
ha\e  a  similar  origin,  and  Klaproth 
has  proved  that  the  Mongolian,  Tun- 
gusiau  and  Manchu  alphabets  are  from 
the  Phcenician,  through  the  Syriac, 
though  modified  by  the  jierpendicular 
columnar  arrangement  of  the  Cliinese. 
.•\.dd  to  these  the  Samaritan,  Ethi- 
opic,  and  Syriac;  the  Arabic,  with 
its  characters  modified  or  unmodi- 
fied, as  accepted  by  Turks,  Per- 
sians. Malays.  Ilindoostanees  and 
Touarcks,  and  we  ha\-e  only  the  Chinese 
remaining  that  can  claim,  as  has  al- 
ready been  intimated,  an  independent 
origin. 

The  Phcenician  writing  would  prob- 
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ably  have  been  forgotten  hail 
not  the  Samaritans  preserved  the 
I'cntateuch  of  Moses,  written  in  the 
old  Canaanite  or  Hebrew  character, 
by  the  hel|i  vjf  which  many  uiedals, 
coins  and  the  remains  of  I'ha-nician 
monuments  have  been  deciphered. 
Some  learned  men  maintain  tiiat  the 
square  Hebrew  character  still  in  use  is 
the  same  as  was  used  by  Moses:  but  the 
prevailing  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the 
Jews  gradually  abandoned  the  original 
character  while  in  captivity  at  F.abylon, 
and  that  ultimately  Ezra  sr.bstituted 
the  Chaldee.  wliile  the  Samaritan 
preserved  their  Pentateuch  written  in 
old  Hebrew  and  Phoenician  characters. 
Prideayx  shows  that  in  the  Hebrew 
language  the  vowel  points,  ten  in 
number,  are  the  invention  of  the 
Massorets,  and  date  back  to  about  the 
'end  of  the  ninth,  or  the  beginning  of 
the  tenth  century.  They  are  said  to 
have  originated  with  the  rabbins  Asher 
and  Naphtali.  but  the  necessity  for  a 
system  of  vowel  signs  was  not  felt 
until  the  Hebrew  has  ceased  to  become 
a  colloquial  language. 

The  most  ancient  Assyrian  seals 
usually  have  no  writing  upon  tlieni, 
although  some  of  the  cylinders  bear 
upon  them  cur'ous  inscriptions. 

The  royal  scarabalu  of  the  Kgyinian 
dynasties  have  the  hieroglyphics  within 
the  cartouche.  One,  in  possession  of 
the  writer,  has  upon  it  the  name  of 
Thotmes  II. 

The  writing  materials  of  the  ancients 
v/ere  various,  and  beside  those  already 
named    may     be     mentioned      bricks, 


metals  and  gems,  all  of  which  were 
br(juglit  into  requisition.  In  Job  XIX, 
24,  allusion  is  made  to  an  iron  pen  and 
lead,  which  metal  is  supposed  to  have 
been  poured  when  melted  into  the 
cavities  in  the  stone  made  by  the  en- 
graved letters  to  insure  greater  dura- 
bility. The  pen  used  for  harder  sur- 
faces was  of  iron,  and  a  reed  v/as 
chosen  for  writing  on  parchment.  The 
ink  was  made  from  lamp  black,  vitrol 
mixed  with  gall-juice,  or  cuttle  lish. 
The  Romans  wrote  their  books  either 
on  parchment  or  on  paper  made  i;f  the 
Eg\ptian  ]japyrus. 

After  the  Saracens  conquered  Egypt, 
in  the  seventh  century,  the  communi- 
cation between  that  country  and  the 
people  settled  in  Italy  was  broken  oft 
and  the  use  of  papyrus  was  discon- 
tinued. They  were  then  obliged  to 
write  all  their  books  upon  parchment 
and  as  the  price  of  that  material  was 
high,  books  became  e\treniely  rare  and 
of  great  value.  Erasures  were  there- 
fore often  made  from  manuscripts  and 
new  composition  substituted  in  the 
place  of  older  writings. 

Thus  many  \alaable  works  of  the 
aricivnts  perished,  and  duuijlless  Liv> 
or  Tacitus  was  forced  to  give  place 
occasior.aliv  to  simie  superstitious  old 
monk  who  would  prepare  a  missal.  It 
is  said  tliat  copies  of  tlie  Holy  Script- 
ures v.-ere  occasionally  obliterated  to 
make  room  for  the  lucubrations  of 
aspiring  fatliers  in  the  church.  These 
"  palimpsests,"  or  twice  scraped  docu-' 
meiits  serve  to  account  t;>r  the  loss. of 
valuable    manuscripts,     which    existed 


•J  it     J. 


•■lAGA/.rNE    OF    WESTERN    I/i'STOK 


prior  to  the  elevcutii  century.  Evid- 
ence exists  that  in  iioy  John  de  I'on- 
tissara,  Tjlshoii  of  AVinchester,  borrowed 
of  his  cathedral  ciinvent  the  "  bibliam 
bene  glossatam,"  and  '^ore  a  bond  for 
its  return. 

In  thL'  flfneiith  century,  when  tlie 
art  of  niakin,;  pajjcr  was  invented,  the 
number  of  manuscripts  increased,  and 
biblical   study  v.as  greatly  facilitated. 

If  the  ancient  books  or  flying  rolls 
were  large  they  were  formed  of  a  num- 
ber of  skins  connected  together,  and 
in  Zachariah  \'.,  i,  2,  we  read  of  a 
flying  roil  the  lengtli  of  wdiicli  wa."^ 
twenty  cubits  and  the  breadth  ten 
cubits.  I5y  this  rolling  process  a 
sephcr  of  great  length  could  rapidly 
be  closed.  *  The  word  book  in  Hebrew 
(sepher)  is  much  more  extensive  in  its 
meaning  than  the  Latin  word  liber. 
The  P^nglish  translation  reads  Utter, 
the  Septuagiut  has  Hblion,  and  the 
Hebrew  text  se/'hcrim. 

The  love  of  the  word  of  God,  and  a 
desire  to  disseminate  it  among  their 
people  proqipted  the  ecclesiastics  of  the 
Xorman-French  nation  to  translate  the 
Bible  into  the  language,  and  in  1260 
such  a  translation  was  made.  In  ij.'-!| 
Wyckliffe  finished  his  translation  of  the 
entire  Bible  from  the  Vulgate  into  the 
English  language,  and  in  the  preface  to 
his  versi'Ori  he  thus  states  his  purpose. 
"  Vt  pore  Cristen  men  may  some  dele 
know  the  text  of  ye  Gospclls  with  the 
comyn  sentence  of  holie  doctores." 
In  other,  and  more  modern  words,  this 
open  declaratiofi  shows  tl;at  his  object 
was  to  enable  the  lower  classes    to  read 


the  Scriptyes  in  the  vernacular  tongue. 
The  number  of  copies  made -of  this 
translation  must  have  been  very  great, 
for  niitonl)  are  copies  in  many  of  the 
libraries,  but  tliey  are  in  the  possession 
of  [)rivate  collectors  in  various  parts  of 
Christendom.  Some  of  them  are  beauti- 
fully written,  with  regularity  and  finish 
equal  to  copper-plate,  and  they  are 
adorned  with  excjuisite  pictures  ;  even 
the  initial  letters  evince  the  highest 
artistic  talent,  but  it  is  a  remarkable 
fact  that  the  most  elegant  illumina- 
tions are  not  in  the  perfectly  written 
copies.  Just  in  proportion  as  the 
illustrations  improve  the  writings  de- 
teriorate. To  Wyckliffe  belongs  the 
high  honor  of  having  giving  the  F^nglish 
Bible  to  England,  but  the  mediteval 
churchmen  had  a  strong  objection  to 
granting  it  to  the  poor,  and  only  the  rich 
were  able  to  possess  it.  The  Roman 
clergy  were  opposed  to  the  wishes  of 
Wyckliffe,  and  were  horrified  at  the  idea 
of  imparting  knowledge  to  the  ignorant 
whom  they  wished  to  keep  in  blind  sub- 
jection to  themselves.  They  therefore 
assembled  in  council  at  Lambeth,  and 
archbishop  Sudbury  commanded  Wyck- 
liffe \.o  appear  before  the  council  and 
explain  his  dDCtriues.  He  presented 
himself,  accompanied  by  the  duke  of 
Lancaster,  then  in  power;  and  he  made 
so  aide  a  defence  that  he  was  dismissed 
without  «4i.ndemnation.  His  acquital 
displeased  pojie  Gregory  XL,  who  cited 
him  to  appear  at  liome  and  answer  in 
person  before  the  sovereign  pontiff.  A 
second  couni:il  was  therefore  held  at 
Lambeth,    where   again    Wyckliffe    elo- 
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quently  defended  himself,  and  was  per- 
mitted to  depart  in  safety.  With  un- 
tiring ?^eal  and  untlinching  energy  he 
continued  to  jireach  liis  dncrrincs.  un- 
til he  was  prevented  liy  a  tliird  coun- 
cil assembled  under  Courtnay.  This 
time  the  reformer  was  condemned  as  a 
heretic,  by  command  of  tlie  pope,  and 
witli  the  concurrence  of  the  weak  Rich- 
ard II.  The  first  attempt  to  proscribe 
the  Wyckliffe  translation  was  made  in 
parliament  13Q0,  but  was  defeated 
through  the  influence  of  the  duke  of 
Gaunt.  Eighteen  years  later,  the  clergy 
under  bishop  Arundel  succeeded  in 
their  object,  and  all  translations  of  the 
Bible  into  English  were  prohibited  by 
an  act  of  Convocation  ;  and  those  who 
were  known  to  read  it  were  subjected 
to  bitter  persecution,  which  continued 
until  Henry  VIII.  ascended  the  throne. 
Arundel  was  made  bishop  of  Ely  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  under  Edward  III., 
and  afterwards  was  transferred  to 
York,  and  from  thence  tn  Canterbury. 
His  quarrel  with  Richard  II.  forced  him 
to  fiy  to"Rorae,  and  to  his  resentment 
may  in  some  degree  be  attributed  tlie 
success  with  which  Henry  I\'.  invadt-d 
England,  and  seized  the  crown. 

Passing  over  a  number  of  intended  iate 
translations  of  the  Bible  which  will  1><- 
noticed  in  the  private  print  to  appear 
after  answers  to  communications  sent 
the  many  libraries  of  Europe  have  been 
received,  an  allusion  in' closing  will  be 
made  to  the  "  Biblia  Paupcium."  Tiiis 
was  one  of  the  ten  -'Block-Books" 
wliich- were  the  precursors  of  printing. 
and  followed  manuscripts.     Their  origin 


and  ilate  arc  not  positively  known,  but 
they  probably  belongefl  to  the  first 
half  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  origi- 
nated in  Germany  or  Holland.  They 
were  volumes  of  rude  pictures  with 
Latin  inscriptions  designed  more  par- 
ticularly for  the  edification  of  the  poor. 
It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  how  un- 
educated people  could  be  interested  in 
the  text  of  a  book  which  was  in  a  lan- 
guage foreign  to  their  own,  although 
the  pictures  may  have  proved  attractive. 
-Vs  the  Franciscan  friars  were  the 
teachers  of  tiiose  days,  doubtless  these 
books  were  used  by  them  to  facilitate 
the  instruction  which  they  desired  to 
impart,  in  a  very  limited  degree.  The 
make  up  of  the  volume  consisted  of  a 
series  of  forty  leaves,  printed  on  one 
side,  on  which  forty  scenes  from  the 
history  of  oui  Lord  were  depicted  ;  be- 
neath were  inscriptions  in  the  abbrevi- 
ated Latin  of  the  period.  The  work 
was  executed  from  wooden  blocks,  like 
ordinary  wood-cuts,  and  some  idea  of 
their  appearance  may  be  obtained  by  a 
visit  to  the  Leno.x  Library,  New  York, 
where  several  of  them  are  on  exhibition. 
'•  Block-Boid-s'''  were  the  glimmering 
light  that  gave  promise  of  daybreak, 
and  it  soon  became  evident  that  some- 
thing mure  than  these  was  necessary  in 
(.)rder  to  multiply  copies  with  rapidity, 
and  reduce  their  price,  su  as  to  bring 
them  into  common  use.  In  this  emer- 
gency Gutenlierg  came  to  the  front,  and 
his  great  impruvement  from  blocks  to 
movable  metal  types  quickly  became 
known  to  tlie  ri\  ili/ed  world. 

Ch.\rles  W.   D.\rling. 
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THE    GRAVE    OF    HELEN    HUNT  -JACKSO:-;,     (h.     H.)    UPON    CHEYENNE    MOUNTAIN, 
COLORADO    STRINGS,    COLORADO. 


[In  memory  of  Helen   Hu 


IN    CHEYENNE    PASS.' 

.~r.n.   hiiiT-i;,  .T.cordinc;   to  h.-r  rr.^iesl.  m  Cheyenne  Pass,  high  i 


To  Cheyenne  Pass,  she,  dying,  whispered — 

Take  me  there,  wlicre  the  strong  sun  w  ill  find 

Me  in  the  morns,  and  in  the  silt-nt  nights 

The  stars  bentl  over  me,  as  if  awart.- 

Their  friend  is  kindred  with  Iheir  fires  who  watched 

Them  long. 

The  soaring  mounlain  birds  wiil  scream 
Above  lue,  living  towards  the  liglit.      L'nscared, 
Free  things  will  trample  round  the  lonely  spot 
Where  rests  my  heart,  of  old  untamed  as  they. 
But  quiet  wiili  Death's  quietness,  at  last. 


fi\'  CHEYENNE  PASS. 

Perchance  my  stranije,  wild  friemis  of  dusky  face 
Will  linger  hy  my  grave,  sometimes,  and  say — 
"She  lies  here,  she,  who  bore  our  heavy  sorrow 
As  her  own,"  and  1  shall  know.     Shall  I  nft  know? 
Each  step  lh.it  rings  upon  the  rock,  each  voice 
That  cries  from  living  lips  to  my  ears,  deaf 
With  dying?     And  my  mouth  th.nt  Death  has  sealed 
Will  it  not  thirst  to  answer? 

Will  you  come — 
You  whom  I  loved,  who  loved  mec— come  and  wait 
To  hear  if  from  my  grave  a  whisper  steal 
And  mind  you  of  some  old  time  joy  or  grief. 
Some  rapture  only  known  to  you  and  me. 
Or  some  wild  woe  you  shared,  and  sh:u-ing  eased? 
Or  shall  I— she  you  knew,  loved,  lived  for— I, 
Be  gone,  beyoi-.d  all  echo  of  your  call. 
To  some  far  world,  where  I  sh;'.ll  know  the  whole 
Great  sum  of  loving  and  be  glad — where  I 
Can  rest  and  wnit  till  you,  too,  come  to  leam 
The  heavenly  secret? 

Now,  meantime, 
Take  me  to  Cheyenne  Pass,  and  lay  me  there. 
Within  the  mountain's  steadfast  heart,  and  leave  me 
Neighbored  by  the  wild  things  ar.d  the  clouds. 
And  still  in  Death  beneath  the  deathless  skv. 
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EDITORIAL     NOTES 


A  MODf:sr  and  appropriate  monument  to  the 
late  Roscoe  Conkling  has  been  completed  and 
erected  over  his  grave  in  Forest  Hill  Cemetery, 
iu  his  home  city  of  Utica,  New  York.  It 
stands  in  the  Conkling  family  plot,  a  few  yards 
north  of  the  monument  of  Horatio  Seymour, 
and  is  of  Quincy  granite,  and  is  in  the  form  of 
a  sarcophagus,  with  two  heavy  bases  ofcut,un- 
polishfd  granite,  a  cubical  die,  with  polished 
columns  at  each  corner,  and  a  massive  cap  sur- 
mounting the  whole.  The  die  is  polished,  and 
bears  on  the  east  side  the  simple  inscription 
■'  Roscoe  Conkling,"  and  on  the  west  side,  in 
addition  to  the  name,  the  inscription,  "  Born 
October  30,  lS->  Died  .\pril  16,  iSSS."  The 
design  was  selected  by  Mrs.  Conkling  about  a 
year  ago,  and  v.-ork  on  the  monument  was  at 
once  begun.  The  monument  is  not  over  nine 
feet  in  height  and  weighs  about  tweaty-five 
tons.  It  is  imposing  in  its  simplicity,  and  is 
in  thorough  keeping  with  the  character  of  the 
man  in  whuse  memory  it  was  erected. 

R.  P.  CKncKETT,  a  son  of  the  famous  Davy 
Crockett,  now  Jiving  in  Granbiiry,  Hood 
county,  Te.vas,  in  a  recent  letter  to  the  present 
keeper  of  the  Al-amo  in  San  Antonia,  says: 
■'  My  father,  Davy  Crockett,  was  born  in  Haw- 
kins county,  Tennessee,  17S6.  He  was  mar- 
ried twice,  h.ad  three  children  by  his  first  wife 
and  three  by  his  last,  three  boys  and  three 
girls.  I  am  the  oldest  child  by  the  last  wife, 
and  was  the  youngest  son.  I  am  now  seventy- 
three  years  old.  My  f.itht'r  was  a  fraction 
over  si.x.  feet  tall,  and  weighed  over  two  hun- 
dred pounds  in  good  health  and  was  not  fleshy. 
My  father  was  first  justice  of  the  peace,  next 
Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  militia,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  and  twice 
was  elected  [-.  Congre.si.  .M>  brother  suc- 
ceeded him    ill    Congres.s   in    1S37  for  six  years. 


Tennessee.     .My 
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Dr.  Willi.vm  A.  Eell  of  .Manltou  Springs, 
Colorado,  contributes  an  article  of  historic  in- 
terest and  value  to  this  -number  of  the 
Mag,\zi.ne,  upon  the  origin  of  our  transcon- 
tinental railroads.  Dr.  Bell  is  the  author  of 
"Tracks  in  North  America:  A  Journal  of 
Travel  and  Adventure  Whilst  Engaged  in  the 
Survey  for  a  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  to  the 
Pacific  Oce.an."  This  well-known  work  was 
published  in  London  in  1S70.  Perhaps  no 
single  publication  h.is  exerted  a  greater  influ- 
ence, especially  in  England,  in  imparting  in- 
formation concerning  our  Western  country,  and 
inducing  investment  by  foreign  capitalists  in 
the  railroads  and  raining  interests  of  that 
region.  As  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Geographi- 
cal and  Geological  S'jciety,  and  a  belle-lettres 
scholar.  Dr.  Bell  brought  both  scientific  and 
literary  ability  of  a  high  order  to  the  task  of 
writing  a  book  which  is  a  standard  work  upon 
early  Western  history. 

The  death  of  Prof.  Alexander  Johnston  of 
Princeton  college,  cut  off  in  his  prime  of  life, 
one  of  the  best  known  and  ablest  of  American 
historical  writers.  While  yet  a  young  man, 
comparatively  speaking,  he  had  won  an  endur- 
ing name  and  suppli;;d  the  world  with  results  of 
years  of  the  uio,t  severe  labor.  He  was  born 
on  April  29,  184.),  and  was  graduated  at  Rut- 
gers college  in  1S70.  He  was  adi:iitted  to  the 
bar  at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  1S76,  and 
taught  in  the  Rutgers  college  grammar  school 
until  1879.  when  he  becamf  the  principal  of  the 
Norwalk  Latin  school.  He  was  appointed  pro- 
fessor of  jurispiuJ.nce  and  polilicd  economy 
in    Princeton   college  in    tSSj,    and   held    that 
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post  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  July  20.  He 
nubli5^';'^  a  "History  of  American  Politics," 
"Tlic  Genesis  of  a  New  Englain!  state,"  ••Rep- 
resentative American  Orations."  a  "  History  of 
ConnfCticut,"  and  .1  "  History  of  the  Vnited 
States  f..r  Schools."  He  also  left  in  the  hands 
of  Henry  Holt  &  Co.,  in  readiness  for  the 
press,  a  second  "  History  of  the  United  States,' ' 
written  on  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to  that  of 
his  text-book,  "  but  suited  to  a  shorter  course, 
and  perhaps  to  less  mature  minds."  A  writer 
in  Tlu  Crilu,  C.  A.  Young  of  Princeton,  who 
enjoyed  a  close  acquaintance  with  Prof.  Johns- 
ton, has  this  to  say  of  him:  The  death  of 
Prof.  Johnston  after  a  year's  hard  fight  for 
life  was  not  only  a  very  sad  thing  in  itself,  but 
is  a  heavy  "blow  to  Princeton  college.  Tliere  is 
;-r;ilir,I.!-  no  niemher  of  the  corps  of  profes^tu.-, 
whose  loss  would  be  more  keenly  felt  or  harder 
to  re]wir  :  certainly  no  One  more  generally 
lov-'d  and  admired,  not  only  by  his  colleagues, 
but  by  the  undergraduates,  with  whom  for  the 
best  of  reasons  he  was  a  peculiar  favorite.  Ho 
was  essentially  a  specialist :  and  in  his  special 
department  of  .\merican  political  history  stood 
in  the  very  first  rank.  Prof.  Bryce  is  reported 
to  have  said  of  him,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry,  that 
Prof.  Johnston  was  asked  to  write  the  artick- 
upon  L'nited  States  History  in  "The  Encyclo- 
pa.-dia  Britannica,"  simply  "because  he  was  the 
only  man  in  .\merica  who  could  do  it."  How- 
ever that  nia'y  be,  no  one  certainly  could  have 
(lone  it  better.  Rut  he  was  not  a  narrow  man, 
and  in  many  other  lines  he  was  a  teacher  of  no 
mean  authority, — in  constitutional  and  inter- 
national law,  for  instance,  and  in  political 
economy,  subjects  which  fell  to  him  in 
the  college  curiculum.  He  knew  the  fund.i- 
mental  facts  tliat  underlie  all  sound  theories  in 
these  departments;  he  gr.asped  general  princi- 
ples firmly,  and  was  keen,  clear-sighted  and 
logical  in  drawing  coi-clusions;  above  all,  he 
had  an  almost  unrivalled  power  of  exciting  an 
enthusiastic  interest  among  his  pupils,  and  in 
setting  them  to  think  and  investigate  for  them- 
selves. In  the  classroom,  too,  he  never  allowed 
anything  like  partisanship  to  appear,  but  was 
carefully  just  and  courteous  in  the  treatment  of 


opinion":  at  variance  with  his  own.  This  wa.s 
not  because  his  mind  w.is  essentially  judicial 
rather  than  partisan.  Out  of  the  class-room  he 
could  be,  rnd  sometimes  was,  even  a  little 
rough  in  characterizing  the  "nonsense"  or 
••silliness"  of  ideas  he  opposed.  But  his 
pupils  liked  him  none  the  less  for  such  posi- 
tiveness;  and  his  warm  and  unfe_igned  interest 
in  them  and  their  affairs,  especially  in  their 
athletic  sports,  made  him  extremely  popular, 
and  gave  him  a  great  power  and  influence 
among  them.  He  attracted  them,  liked  to  have 
them  about  hic;i,  and  always  did  them  good. 

In  the  Faculty  of  the  College  he  was  pro- 
gressive rather  than  conservative — a  "  prime- 
mover"  rather  than  "anchor;"  quick  to  see  the 
changes  that  nev>-  times  are-  always  calling  for, 
and  urgent  in  their  advocacy.  He  was  especi- 
ally interested  in  the  extension  of  the  curri- 
culum by  the  introduction  of  new  studies,  even 
when  it  involved  some  sacrifice  of  the  old 
••standbvs"  of  the  college  course.  Here 
naturally  he  often  came  into  opposition  with 
some  of  his  colleagues;  bat  he  always  so  con- 
ducted his  side  of  the  controversy  as  to  avoid 
angry  feeling;  he  was  ardent,  but  not  un- 
reasonable or  otfensive;  keen,  with  a  Western 
raciness  and  directness  of  speech,  but  good- 
tempered  always — and  very  apt  to  carry  his 
point.  He  was  universally  respected,  admired 
and  liked  even  by  those  who  difiered  with  him; 
and  to  his  more  intimate  friends  he  was  a  com- 
panion whose  going  aw.ay  has  left  a  most  sor- 
rowful sense  of  loss  and  bereavement.  The 
general  community  also  feels  his  loss  deeply. 
for  he  had   a    cenius    fi.r    afniirs,  an.l   far  more 
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in  the  public  business  of  the  borough.  One 
thing  farther  must  be  added  to  convey  a  just 
idea  of  the  man:  he  was  a  sincere,  f.iithful  and 
earnest  Christian,  and  an  officer  in  the  Presby- 
terian church.  He  was  n..t  much  given  to 
religious  talking,  but  until  failing  health  pre- 
vented, he  conducted  a  student's  voluntary 
Bible-class,  and  he  sometimes  spoke  at  the 
Sunday  ch.ipel  service  —  always  with  great 
effect.     His  Bible,  "  read  literally  to   pieces," 
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as'TO'.  P.itton  told  ui  at  Iiis  funeral,  testified 
more  eloquently  than  words  to  the  fidelity  of 
his  inner  Christian  life. 

Some  months  ago  a  silk, flag,  supposcii  to  be 
the  one  that  draped  the  casket  of  Abiahani 
Lincoln  during  the  journey  from  Washington 
to  Sp^hgfield,  was  placed  in  a  glass  covered 
frame  ancj  given  a  prominent  position  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  .War.  Department 
ofticiate-  were  not  certain,  however,  that  the 
flag  was  the  one  it  was  supposed  to  be,  and  an 
element  of  uncertainty  surrounded  its  position 
in  the. Secretary's  offic^-^Recently  the  uncer- 
tainly was  set  at  rest  by  the  discovery  in  the 
folds  of  the  flag  of  a  card  signed  by  Adjutant- 
General  Townsend  stating  thct  it  war.  the 
identresi.flag  used  to  drape  ^'resident  Lincoln's 
casketif-. 

The  old  historic  houses  of  Washington  are 
rapkUy  passing  away.  The  march  of  improve- 
ment req,uire5  that  more  modern  dwellings  with 
greater  conveniences  shall  take  their  place. 
There  still  exists,  on  the  corner  of  Eighteenth 
street  and  New  York  a-venae,  a  house  that  in 
its  day  was  one  of  the  most  famous  in  the  city. 
It  has,  because  of  its  peculiar  build,  always 
been  known  as  the  "  octagon  house."  It  was 
built  by  John  Tayloe,  a  rich  Virginian,  and  the 
father  of  Benjamin  Ogle  Tayloe,  who.se  resi- 
dence is  now- occupied  by   Senator  Don  Cam- 


eron on  Lafayette  squa 


When  the   British 


burned  the  White  House  in  1814,  the  Tayloe 
propefty  was  rented  by  the  Government  for  an 
executive  mansion,  and  here  it  was  that 
Mistress  "Dolly"  Madison  gave  her  dinners 
and  receptions  until  the  White  House  w.is  made 
habitable  again.  The  Right  Honorable  Charles 
Bagot,  a  diplomat  of  large  experience,  was  the 
English  Minister  to  this  country  for  the  most 
of  the  time  th.at  Mrs.  .Madison  resided  in  this 
house,  and  he  wrote  to  a  friend  in  London  that 
although  tie  had  been  stationed  in  most  of  the 
capitals  of  Europe,  and  of  course  been  hand- 
somely entertained,  he  had  never  spent  pleas- 
aiiter  evenings  than  in  the  comparatively  plain 
dwelling-place  of  Mrs.  Madison. 


Thk  rceent  contest  over  tlie  question  of  a 
new  Constitution  for  Kentucky  brought  to 
light  a  number  of  interesting  points  in  connec- 
tion with  the  instrument  under  which  the 
state  was,  for  so  many  years,  governed,  which 
are  discussed  by  a  Louisville  writer  as  follows: 
The  Constitution  was  adopted  in  1850.  It 
recognizes  slavery,  denies  to  negroes  the  right 
of  suffrage,  and,  to  prevent  any  amendment 
looking  to  abolition,  the  mode  of  amendment 
involves  a  delay  of  at  least  seven  years  and  is 
exceedingly  difficult.  It  provides  that  a  major- 
ity of  all  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  the 
legislature  must,  within  twenty  days  after  as- 
sembling, first  vote  in  favor  of  .submit  ring  tke 
question  of  a  convention  to  the  people;  then  a 
majority  of  all  the  qualified  voters  of  the  state 
must  vote  in  favor  of  the  convention  ;  then  the 
legislature  must  vote  .igain  to  submit  the  ques- 
tion to  the  people,  and  a  majority  of  all  ti>e 
qualified  voters  must  again  vote  in  favor  of  it. 
It  is  exceedingly  cumberso.me  in  many  respects, 
and  is  as  well  suited  to  the  needs  and  interests 
of  the  people  of  to-day  as  one  of  Lord  Nelson's 
old  war  ships  is  suited  for  modern  naval  war- 
fare. It  prescribes  no  limit  to  the  sessions  of 
the  legislature  and  imposes  no  restriction  on 
the  evils  of  local  legislation,  which  is  but 
another  expression  for  local  jobbery. 

The  Early  Settlers'  Association  of  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  met  on  July  22d,  the  ninety- 
third  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Moses 
Cleaveland  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga  river. 
The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Hon.  Har- 
vey Rice,  wlio  is  now  in  his  eighty-ninth  year. 
In  the  cours'-t  of  his  annual  address.  President 
Rice  said:  "  This  is  the  first  decennial  anniver- 
sary of  ourassoci.ation,  audit  is  therefore  a  land- 
mark in  our  history,  a  day  upon  which  we  can 
exchange  frnternal  sympathy  and  congratula- 
tions. We  have  accomplished  much  that  is  of 
value  during  the  ten  years  tjf  our  existence.  I 
need  refer  only  to  the  annual  publications  and 
the  assistance  they  render  to  those  who  are  iu- 
terested  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  section, 
and  to  the  .st.itue  we  have  erected  in  memory 
of  the  founder  of  ths  city.     To-day  I  wish  to 
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give  some  reminiscences  of  the  CuvmUoi;.-!  ri\er. 
It  would  seem  that  in  primitive  times  tiie  river 
w.is  regarded  ns  an  Indian  paradise.  Hostile 
wr^rriors'were  (in  opposite  sides  of  tlie  stream 
and  the  remains  of  forks  and  eartU-.vorics  show 
tlij'.  each  tribe  was  prepared  for  warfare.  The 
vall.-y  was  what  they  fought  for.  It  abounded 
with  luxuriant  vegetation,  the  river  v,ith  tish 
and  water  fowl,  and  the  forest  with  small  game 
and  deer.  It  is  not  known  who  was  the  first 
white  man  to  discover  the  Cuyahoga.  It  is 
prob.ible  that  it  was  a  Frenchman,  sume  mem- 
ber of  a  crew  sent  to  explore  the  Atlantic  coast 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  who  were  lost  >or 
strayed  into  tlie  wilderness.  That  a  French- 
man probably  discovered  the  river  is  sho«n  by 
a  monument  of  stunes  found  in  Lorain  county. 
Upon  one  stone  was  cut  the  picture  of  a  ship, 
aiKl  upon  another  '  Louis  Vangart,  La  France, 
1563.'  It  is  believed  that  this  monument 
marked  the  grave  of  the  captain  of  a  coasting 
vessel.  Tlis  crew  probably  ere>:ted  the  first 
storehouse  on  the  west  side  of  the  Cuyahoga. 
It  was  found  in  1770,  and  the  remaan.ts  weru 
afterwards  utilized  as  a  dwelling  by  a  settler. 
On  June  8,  1776,  tb.ere  arrived  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Cuyahoga  a  delegation  of  Moravian  mis- 
sionaries from  Sandusky  with  thirty  converted 
Indians.  They  landed  on  open  ground  at 
Tinker's  Creek,  where  a  clearing  had  been 
made,  and  subsequently  abandoned  by  Ottawa 
lu.lians.  .  The  mi^si.)naries  called  it  Pilgrim's 
Rest  and  built  a  house  and  planted  corn.  They 
ran  out  of  Hour  and  prayed  for  relief.  Relief 
came  in  the  form  of  a  pack  train  of  one  hun- 
dred horses  loaded  with  flour  en  route  from 
Pittsburg  to  Detroit.  The  missionaries,  at 
first,  held  religions  services  in  the  open  air.  In 
the  fall  they  built  a  church  with  split  logs  for 
seats.  Plush  cushions  were  not  then  in  vogue. 
The  Indian  disciples  were  furnished  with  em- 
ployment. The  men  hunted  and  the  women 
did  the  household  drudgery.  The  winter  was 
a  severe  one,  but  was  followed  by  a  bc.uitiful 
spring.  But  witii  l.:aves  and  song  birds  came 
rumors  of  war.  The  hostile  Indiai-.s  did  not 
like  m'issionaries,  and  it  was  deemed  advi,.il>!e 
to  abandon   Pilgrim's  Rest  and  seek   rest  else- 


where. They  moved  to  other  quarters  and 
continued  their  philanthropic  labors.  After 
the  B:ickhawk  War  several  chieftans  were  taken 
L.ist  for  punishment,  but  instead  of  being  shot, 
as  they  expected,  they  were  lionized.  On  re- 
turning to  their  homes  they  stopped  at  Cleve- 
land, end  Ttlickhiiwk  paddled  in  a  canoe  up  the 
river  to  where  Riverside  Cemetery  is  now 
located,  and  visited  the  grave  of  his  mother. 
He  was  one  of  the  noblest  of  his  race.  Less 
than  a  century  ago  savages  lived  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Cuyahoga.  As  we  look  back  to- 
day «e  see  how  it  is  that  the  superior  replaces 
the  inferior." 

Ho.N.  A.  J.  WiLH.vMS  then  read  the  report 
of  the  executive  committee,  in  ivhich  the  s'uc- 
cess  of  the  association  was  alluded  to  in  a  few 
words.  The  report  stated  that  the  total  con- 
tributions to  the  Moses  Cleaveland  statue 
amounted  to  $4. 507,  and  that  the  memorial 
cost  54,436.  The  surplus  of  J71  was  donated  to 
the  Children's  .-Vid  Society.  The  first  contribu- 
tion v.as  made  by  the  late  Judge  R.  P.  Spald- 
ing, the  largest  contribution  from  a  member  of 
the  association  was  $300  from  Hon.  Harvey 
Rice,  and  tlie  largest  donation  from  all  sources 
wa^  4500  from  Mrs.  S.  S.  Stone.  The  follow- 
ing officers  of  the  society  were  re-elected  by  a 
unanimous  vote:  president,  Hon.  Harvey 
Rice  ;  vice-presidents,  Hon.  John  Hutchins 
and  Mrs.  J.  .-V.  Harris;  secretary,  Thomas 
jone~,  Jr.;  treasurer,  Solon  Burgess;  chap- 
lain, Kf.v.  Tho-nas  Corlett ;  marshal,  II.  M. 
.■\Jdi-;.iri :  executive  committee,  Hon.  A.  J. 
Williams,  R.  T.  Lyon,  Darius  .\dams,  John  H. 
S.trgent,  W.  S.  Kerruish,  Wilson  S.  Dodge  and 
Solon  r.urgess. 


Me- 


ade 


rths 


the  refusal  of  the  town  of  Lebanon,  Connecti- 
cut, to  accept  as  a  present  the  office  of 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  because  of  the  expense  of 
keeping  it  in  repair.  .V  correspondent  writing 
from  Lebanon  under  a  recent  date,  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  neglected  condition  of  Gov.  Trum- 
bull's tond).  The  writer  describes  the  Lebanon 
cemeterv  .as   on    a    knoll    that    is    bounded    on 
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ihreu  sides  by  a  low,  dreary  marsh,  and  in  w.i 
weatber  the  yard  is  inaccessible  to  teams.  A 
heavy  stone  wall  encloses  it.  The  headstones 
are  old  and  "!ichened.  Most  of  them  have 
pitched  forward  or  backward,  and  many  lie  uii 
the  ground,  patched  with  moss  and  weblieil 
under  dead  and  growing  grass.  The  Trvimbiill 
tomb  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  yard,  near  the 
wall.  It  is  not  so  badly  dilapidated  as  it  was  a 
few  years  ago.  At  that  time  frost  and  water 
had  displaced  the  stones  so  that  the  whole  front 
was  in  a  ruin,  earth  and  stones  being  com- 
mitigled  in  an  egg-shaped  mound,  and  the  town 
authorities  caused  the  front  to  be  rebuilt.  But 
the  tomb  is  still  unsightly,  and  the  surround- 
ings are  unkempt.  The  walls  of  the  sepulchre 
are  of  Portland,  Connecticut  red  sandstone,  in 
blocks  two  feet  long  and  wide,  and  ten  inches 
deep  ;  on  them  rests  a  white  marble  block  30 
inches  high  and  22  inches  square,  and  on  the 
marble  another  block  22x6  inches  in  size,  and 
on  that  a  round  plate,  iSx6  inches  in  dimen- 
sions, ^\hich  supports  a  broken  column  ?6 
inches  t.ill  and  14  inches  in  diameter.  The 
entire  fabric  is  seven  feet  high. 

The  heavy  frosts  and  gullying  thaws  of 
recent  winters  (the  writer  continues),  have 
made  bad  work  with  the  m.tsonry,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  structure  is  deplorable,  while 
relic  hunters  have  perpetrat.-d  even  greater 
havoc.  Corner  pieces  have  been  chipped  off 
the  base  with  hammers,  chips  ,.f  stone  scooped 
out  of  the  pedestal,  ar.d  the  t,p  of  the  column 
has  been  almost  wliully  kn^ck.-.l  to  pieces.  The 
wootlchuck  h.is  maiie  his  home  on  the  north 
side  of  the  embankment,  from  which  rises  the 
stone  work.h.-iving  digged  a  deep,  slanting  hole 
.into  the  hard,  gravelly  earth,  and  his  home  .at 
the  end  of  the  shaft  nnist  be  near  the  place 
where  Gov.  Trnnihull  .ind  his  f-amily  rest. 
The  Trund.ull  tomli  was  erected  in  I7S5,S"nn 
after  the  death    of  the   great  war  governor,  by 

Joseph.  Within  the  n'uusoleum  are  the  ashes  of 
more  of  the  illustrious  dead  than,  are  gathered 
in  any  other  family  Imiial  place  in  the  state, 
perhaps  in  the  country.     There  .are  the  remains 


of  Jonath.in  Trumbull,  Sr.,  the  bosom  friend 
and  most  trusted  counsellor  of  Washington ; 
of  his  good  V.  ite,  liditli  Robinson  ;  of  his  eldest 
sun,  Joseph,  the  (irst  commi.sary-goneral  under 
Washington  ;  of  his  second  sr,n,  Jonathan,  Jr., 
paymaster-general  of  the  same  army,  private 
secretary  and  .first  aide-de-camp  to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, afterward  Speaker  of  the  United  States 
House  of  Representatives,  member  of  the 
I'nited  States  Senate  and  Governor  of  his 
state;  of  Jonathan  Trumbull  Jr.'s  good  wife, 
Eunice  Eacku=-.  of  Jonathan  Trur.ibuU's  third 
son,  David,  cxmreissary  of  this  colony  in  the 
Revolution,  and  assistant  commis.sary-general 
under  his  brother  in  the  army  under  Washing- 
ton, and  by  his  side,  his  good  wife.  Sarah 
liackus  ;  of  Jonathtn  Trumbull's  second  daugh- 
ter, -Mary,  and  by  her  side  her  illustrious  hus- 
band, Wil'Jam  Williams,  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  of  many 
others  descended  from  the  distinguished  persons 
who  have  been  described. 

The  inscription  Ciw  the  monument  is  on  four 
sides  of  it.  The  east  tablet,  which  is  the  front 
one,  has  these  words:  "  Sacred  to  the  memory 
of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  who,  unaided  by 
birth  or  powerful  connections,  but  blessed  with' 
a  noble  and  virtuous  mind,  arrived  to  the  high- 
est station  in  Government.  His  patriotism  and 
firmness  during  fifty  years'  employment  in  pub- 
lic life,  and  particularly  the  very  important 
pan  he  acted  in  the  American  Revolution  as 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  the  faithfal  page  of 
history  will  record.  Full  of  ye.irs  and  honors, 
rich  in  benevoicnce.  and  firm  in  the  I'lith  and 
hopes  of  Christianity,  he  die.l  An.  Duni.  17S5. 
•T-itatis,  75."  On  the  sooth  tabic'  are  the 
word.,:  "  S,icred  to  the  mcmorv  i,f  Joseph 
Trumbull,  el.iest  son  of  Govern, .r  Tr.trni.ull, 
and  first  coniiniss.arT. -general  of  •■'".,:  'ciiited 
States  of  America,  a  ser^  ice  to  w  h(..-.e  perpetual 
cares  and  fatigues  he  fell  a  sacrit^,...  A.  D. 
[77S,  .Ht.42.  ■K»Us.,on,i,„ieed,  u:a>  ius  per 
son,  his  viitues,  and  even  his  eMen>ive  bene- 
v.derce  he  fortroticn  by  his  fvicnl^  -nd  fellow 
Mien,  but  blesse.l  he  Ciod  for  the  hope  that  in 
His  presence  he  shall  be  remembered  forever." 
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The  inscription  on  the  we5'.  tablet  is;  ".To  the 
memory  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  late  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  He  was  born 
Nf.Trch  26,*  1740,  anil  died  August  7,  iSoo, 
aged  6<)  years.  His  remains  are  here  deposited 
with  those  of  his  father."  On  the  north  tablet: 
"Sacr-.-d  to  the  memory  of  Madam  Trumbull, 
the  amiable  lady  of  Governor  Trumbull,  born 
at  Duxbury,  in  Massachusetts,  Anno  17 rS. 
Happy  and  beloved  in  htrr  connubial  state,  she 
lived  a  virtuous,  charitaMc  and  Christian  life  at 


Lebanon,  Connecticut,  and  died,  lamented  by 
her  numerous  friends.  Anno  17S0,  .'Etatis  62." 
An  energetic  effort  is  being  made  by  wealthy 
citizens  of  Lebanon  to  form  a  private  corpora- 
tion which  sliall  bind  itself  to  accept  the  old 
war  office  as  a  gift  in  behalf  of  the  town,  and 
to  keep  it  in  good  condition;  and  the  same 
corporation,  if  it  is  organized,  will,  no  doubt, 
assume  the  duty  of  taking  care  also  of  the 
Trumbull  tomii. — Let  us  hope  so  at  least. 
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"  Illi.nois,  Historic \i.  and  Statistical: 
Comprising  thf,  K-.>kntial  Facts  of  its 
Planting  and  Gkowth  as  a  Province, 
County,  Territory  and  State.  Derived 
from  the  most  authentic  Sources,  including 
Original  Documents  and  Papers.  Together 
with  /arefuUy  prepared  Statistical  Taldes 
relating  to  Population.  Financial  .Administra- 
tion, Industrial  Progress.  Internal  Growth, 
Political  and  MilitarV  Events."  Uy  John 
Moses,  ex-county  judge  of  Scott  county ; 
private  secretary  of  Gov.  Yates:  member 
of  the  twenty-ninth  general  assembly  ol  Illi- 
nois ;  secretary  of  the  board  of  railroad 
and  warehouse  commissioners,  iSSo-8j  ;  sec- 
retary and  librarian  of  the  Chicago  His- 
torical Society,  etc.,  etc.  Illustrated.  Pub- 
lished by  the  Fergus  Printing  Company , 
Chicago.     Vol.  I. 

.•\3  Indiana  has  recently  been  fortunate  in 
having  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  her 
career  depicted  by  Mr.  Dunn,  so  her  sister- 
state  to  the  westward  has  been  favored  by  tiie 
labor  of  an  historian  who  lias  not  only  told  us 
of  outward  events,  but  has  looked  into  the 
inner  life  of  the  people  of  the  early  day,  and 
revealed  the  causes  of  purpose  that  have  worked 
■inward  to  the  results  of  deeds.  Judge  Moses 
has  long  been  recognized  .as  one  of  the  foremost 
historical  students  and  writers  of  the  West. 
His  trend  of  mind  and  habits  of  thought  have 
trained  him  for  judicial  calmness  in  weighing 
facts,  while  his  keen  interest  in  all  the  themes 
to  which  his  attention  ii  given,  preserves  him 
from  the  dead  dryness  of  the  mere  judicial  or 
historical    hair-splitter,    and    le:rds    him     t'.    a' 


freshness  and  a  crispness  of  style  that  makes 
the  subject  alive  before  the  attention  of  the 
reader ;  a  fact  demonstrated  in  this  present 
M.\CAZINE  in  a  chapter  upon  the  Early 
French  of  Illinois.  His  whole  active  life  has 
been  spent  in  fields  where  the  past  of  Illinois 
in  one  department  or  other  of  public  work,  has 
been  kept  before  hi.s  view,  while  his  relation  to 
that  great  organization,  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society,  has  long  been  such  as  to  place  Iiim  in 
possession  of  all  the  material  at  this  genera- 
tion's command.  Thus  trained  and  equipped 
we  e.vpect  from  Judge  Moses  a  history  in  some 
regards  out  of  the  common  run. 

That  expectation  has  been,  in  many  ways, 
realized.  The  initial  volume  is  devoted  to  the 
period  most  likely  to  challenge  comparison, 
covering,  as  it  does,  the  pre-historic  and  early- 
historic  periods,  concerning  which  so  much  has 
been  written.  We  are  brought,  in  this  first 
stage  of  the  journey,  down  to  the  administra- 
tion of  Gov.  French  and  1S4S — a  point  preg- 
nant of  suggestion  of  what  the  next  decade  i_^s 
to  produce  in  the  fortunes  of  the  Union  :  for 
Illinois,  like  Indiana,  was  one  of  the  battle- 
grounds upon  which  the  polemic  portion  of  the 
battle  of  slavery  was  fought.  The  point  at 
which  the  close  of  Yolume  I.  was  set,  was 
natural  in  the  drift  of  the  narrative,  but  one 
better  could  hardlv  have   been  chosen   for   the 


purpos 


of  ke 


■ping 


ikc   the  desire  and   ex- 


pectation  for  \'olume   II.     Abraham   Lincoln, 
the  rising  lawver  of  the  Sangamon  district,  had 
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jnst  been  elected  to  Congress  over  Peter  Cart- 
wright  ;  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  who  "  thirteen 
years  before  thjs  had  come  to  Illinois  a  beard- 
less boy,  M-itliout  friends,  fortune  or  profes- 
sion," had  been  chosen  by  the  assembly  of  the 
state  to  the  high  position  of  United  States 
Senator;  the  Mexican  war  was  a  momentous 
factor  in  political  events  ;  the  state,  like  the 
co-untry  everywhere,  was  upon  the  threshold  of 
important  events.  Judge  Moses  has  made 
some  of  the  inner  things  of  that  stirring  season 
wonderfully  clear  ;  and  he  certainly  has  been 
impartial  in  his  discussion  of  them  all. 

For  convenience  of  classification,  the  author 
has  divided  Volume  I.  into  five  periods:  Period 
I.,  Under  the  French,  1682-1781.  Period  II.. 
Under  the  British,  1761-177S.  Period  III.. 
Under  Virginia,  177S-17S4.  Period  IV., 
Under  the  United  States,  17S4-1818.  Period 
v.,  Under  the  First  Constitution.  1S18-1S4S. 
The  prelimir.«ry  chapter  is  devoted  to  the 
geography,  soil,  climate  and  prodactions  of 
Illinois,  followed  by  one  upon  the  aborigines; 
their  origin,  location  and  habits;  and  yet 
others  upon  the  early  explorations  and  discov- 
eries, the  Catholic  missionaries,  and  the  first 
permanent  settlements;  after  which  comes  the 
story  of  the  province,  territory  and  state  along 
the  chronologic.ll  lines  of  dfevelopment. 

It  is  a  history  remarkable  in  many  ways,  that 
this  broad  prairie  strip  between  Lake  Michigan 
and  the  two  great  rivers  .to  the  South  and  West 
has  made.  A  part  of  the  French  possessions  of 
Louisiana  as  soon  as  it  became  anything  but  a 
corner  of  the  dark  and  unknown  wilderness,  it 
has  become  one  of  the  great  and  powerful 
states  of  the  Union. v.  ith  a  future  full  of  promise 
that  widens  as  westward  the  star  of  commercial 
and  political  power  takes  its  way.  Judge 
Moses  has  himself  seen  the  development  of  the 
fifty  years  past,  and  in  various  positions  of 
judicial,  legislative  and  administrative  life, 
has  had  a  closer  view  than  most  men.  and  has 
made  good  use  of  the  material  thus  secured. 
We  have  in  his  own  words  a  comprehensive 
view  of  the  purpose  he  had  in  mind  in  the  pre- 
varation  of  this  work:  "  Histories  of  Illinois, 
paluable    and    interesting    have     already     been 


uritten.  It  is  not  because  the  author  under- 
estimates these  or  »ould  detract  from  their  im- 
portance that  he  has  undertaken  the  same  task, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  what  in  some 
respects  are  merely  fragmentary  accounts,  con- 
tained in  dusty  volumes,  thegreater  portion 
of  which  have  been  long  since  out  of  print; 
of  correcting  or  modifying  many  previous 
statements  in  the  light  of  later  information; 
and  of  presenting  new  facts  and  recent  events 
iu  such  access.-ible  form  and  manner  that  they 
may  be  readily  consulted  and  employed  in 
every  field  of  labor,  professional  as  well  as 
mercantile,  ofiicial  as  wqII  as  manual."  The 
purpose  is  commendable,  and  the  resvdt  has 
been  its  fulfillment  in  every  respect.  While 
the  author  has  not  indulged  in  much  philos- 
ophy, nor  wire-drawn  his  theories  to  the  ex- 
tent that  some  historians  feel  it  necessary  to 
commit  themselves,  he  has  certainly  produced 
a  history  of  Illinois  that  meets  the  general 
need,  whether  that  of  the  statesman  who  would 
know  how  to  make  history  by  the  study  of 
that  already  made,  or  the  school-master  who 
desires  to  awaken  ambition  and  endeavor  in  the 
young  by  the  recital  of  the  ambitious  deeds  of 
those  who  are  gone.  There  is  a  copious  cita- 
tion of  authorities  ujion  almost  every  page,  an 
example  that  ought  to  be  followed  whenever 
light  can  be  thrown  upon  the  text.  While  the 
illustrations  and  maps  m.ake  no  attempt  to  be 
works  of  high  art,  they  are  such  as  explain  the 
text  and  give  us  a  view  of  the  men  who  were 
most  eminent  in  that  portion  of  Illinois  history 
that  lies  in  the  first  half  of  the  present  cen- 
tury—Abraham Lincoln,  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
Edward  D.  Baker,  Thomas  Girlin,  Xiniaa  Ed- 
wards, Thomas  Ford,  James  Hall,  with  many 
of  the  older  territorial  days.  Among  the  maps 
and  pictures  other  than  portraits  may  be  men- 
tioned Chicago  in  lSi2,'_the  first  state  house 
at  Kask.iskia,  Fort  Chartres,  Illinois  in  1673, 
and  again  in  1771,  1S12,  iStS  and  1837;  plan 
of  Kaskaskia  in  1765,  the  second  state  house  at 
Vandalia,  etc,  etc.  The  appendix  contains  a  num- 
ber of  valuable  documents,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  the  Ordmanceof  17S7,  the  treaty 
of  Greenville. -the    net  dividing  Indiana  terri- 
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tory,  the  Constitution^  of  1818,  tables  showing 
genesis  and  growth  of  counties,  and  other 
noted  historical  pipers  of  like  character. 

One  paragraph  of  Judge  Moses'  preface  we 
quote  with  pleasure:  "  What  was  originally  in- 
tended for  one  has   grown  into   two  volumes, 


the  second  of  which,  now  nearly  completed, 
will  bring  the  history  down  to  the  date  of 
issue."  This  second  volume  will  be  even  more 
welcome  than  the  t'lrst,  for  historical  readers 
now  have  a  measure  by  which  its  value  an  1 
usefulness  can  be  understood. 
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••  Herndon's  Li.nxoln:  The  Trie  Storv 
OF  .\  Gre.vt  Life.  The  History  .\.nd 
Perso.\.\l  Recollectio.ns  of  Abrah.\m 
Lincoln."  By  William  H.  Herndon,  for 
twentv  years  his  friend  and  law  partner,  and 
Jesse  William  Weik.  A.  M.  Vols.  L,  IL, 
m.  Published  by  Belford,  Clarke  S:  Co., 
Chicago,  Xew  Vork  and  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  Herndon  is,  naturally,  recognized  as  one 
of  the  few  living  men  who  knew  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  ,he  really  w.ts,  and  cert.ainly  there 
never  was  one  who  enjoyed  a  more  intimate  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  that  great  man.  A 
law  partnership  of  twenty-five  years,  and  close 
personal  friendship,  gave  Mr.  Herndon  an  op- 
portunity for  thorough  knowledge  of  his  sub- 
ject, and,  as  he  says  in  the  preface  to  the  \v  ork: 
"  My  long  personal  association  with  Mr.  Lincoln 
gave  me  special  f.acilities  in  the  direction  of 
obtaining  materials  for  these  volumes.  Such 
were  our  relations  during  all  that  portion  of  his 
life  when  he  was  rising  to  distinction,  that  I 
had  only  to  exercise  a  moderate  vigilance  in 
order  to  gather  and  preserve  the  real  data  of 
his  personal  career.  Being  strongly  drawn  to 
the  man,  and  believing  in  his  destiny,  I  was 
not  unobservant  or  careless  in  this  respect.  It 
thus  happened  that  I  became  the  personal  de- 
pository of  the  larger  part  of  the  most  valuable 
Lincolniana  in  existence.  Out  of  this  store  the 
major  portion  of  the  material  of  the  following 
volumes  has  been  drawn."  The  work  was 
commenced  twenty  years  ago,  but  Mr.  Hern- 
don's active  life  at  the  bar  has  prevented  its 
conclusion    until    now ;    a    conclusion    which 


vould  not 


len   yet   have  been   reached  had 


not  been  for  the  aid  of  Mr.  Weik,  of  whom  Mr. 
Homdon  speaks  in   the  highest  praise.     While 


the  work  is  not  as  profound  or  philosophic  as 
some  of  the  numerous  lives  of  Lincoln  with 
which  American  history  has  been  enriched, it  is 
entertaining,  truthful  and  fair-minded  in  the 
highest  degree.  The  personal  tone  that  char- 
acterizes it,  the  anecdotes  new  and  old  with 
which  it  is  tilled,  and  the  impress  of  innate  per- 
sonal knowledge  it  bears  upon  every  page, 
make  it  one  of  the  most  readable  books  of  the 
season.  William  H.  Herndon's  name  will  ever 
be  associated  with  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  this  work  will  aid  in  the  strengthening  of 
that  lie.  All  three  volumes  are  illustrated  with 
portraits  and  pictures  of  localities  made  famous 
by  association  with  Lincoln  in  the  pre-presi- 
dential  days. 

"  The  Winni.vg  ok  the  West."  By  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt,  Author  of  "  Xaval  War  of 
1S12,"  "Life  of  Thomas  Hart  Benton," 
"  Life  of  Gouverneur  Morris,"  ■'  Ranch  Life 
and  the  Hunting  Trail,"  etc.  Published  by 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sun's,  Xew  York.  Vol.  L, 
"  From  the  AUeghanies  to  the  Mississippi ; 
1769-1776."  Vol.  n.,  "From  the  Alle- 
ghanics  to  the  Mississippi;  1777-17S3." 
With  maps. 

Covering,  geographically,  only  that  portion 
of  America,' lying  between  the  thirteen  original 
colonies,  and  the  Mississippi,  and  chrono- 
logically, the  space  l^etween  1769  and  17S3, 
Mr.  Roosevelt  has  found  an  abundance  of 
action  and  a  margin  of  interest  sufficient  to 
make  good  use  of  the  two  elegant  volumes 
the  Messers.  Putnam  have  produced.  This 
field  of  action  is  the  old  West,  and  while 
it  leaves  out  of  present  consideration  that 
greater  West,  which  is  an  empire  of  itself,  be- 
yond  the   farthest    boundary  set  by  this    book. 
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the  title  mriy  not  be  misleading — for  hn.d  not 
the  wilderness  between  the  AUeghanies  and  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Gulf 
been  TDon — not  merely  discovcn-d  and  settled 
upoti.  but  bought  by  priceless  blood  and  en- 
deavor, by  the  men  whose  deeds  herein  fwd 
recognition,  the  Kansas,  Iowa,  Colorado  and 
California  of  to-day  would  not  have  been  pos- 
sible. It  is  the  heroic  age  of  the  middle  West 
of  which  Mr.  Roosevelt  writes  :  the  period  of 
which  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Boor.e  and  George 
Rogers  Clark  ave  the  exponents.  In  a  recent 
review  of  the  work,  its  contents  are  summed  up 
in  these  words:  "In  Volume  I.,  there  are 
noble  chapters  on  the  spread  of  the  English- 
speaking  peoples,  on  the  French  in  the  Ohio 
Valley,  on  the  Appalachian  confederacies,  on 
f^ie  Mgonquins  of  the  Northwest,  on  the  back- 
woodsmen of  the  Alleghenies,  in  which  th-; 
results  of  long  and  wide  reading  ate  set  before 
as  in  strong, _clear  Hnglish.  Then  follow  the 
stories  of  Boone  (Boon),  Sevier.  Robertson, 
the  Watauga  Commonwealth,  Lord  Dunsmore-s 
war,  the  battle  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  the 
overwhelming  of  the  Cherokees  and  the  civil 
organization  of  that  tribe.  Volume  II.  deals 
with  the  greatest  genius  among  frontiersman, 
George  Rogers  Clark,  who  wo-i  the  West 
north  of  the  Ohio  ;  the  continued  struggle  in 
Kentucky,  'he  battle  of  King's  Mountain,  and 
the  Cumberland  and  Holston  settlements,  the 
final  chapter  "summing  up  what  the  Westerners 
had  accomplished  during  the  Revolution.  Mr. 
Roosevelt  is  very  clear  in  showing  just  who 
these  backwoodsmen  were,  and  what  they  ac- 
complished. He  illustrates  his  theories  with 
manifold  examples,  and  if  he  frequently  repeats 
the  same  idea,  it  is  with  ^frc^h  light  from 
diverse  phases  of  his  absorbing  theme.  There 
are  scores  of  powerful  passages  we  could  com- 
mend for  quotation,  and  not  a  few  lines  of 
thought  worthy  of  special  mention,  in  these 
volumes ;  but  we  content  ourselves  by  recom- 
mending them  not  only  to  the  people  of  '  the 
West' — the  old  West,  we  might  say — but  also 
to  those  who  have  depended  for  their  historical 
pabulum  on  the  eulogists  who  have  located 
most,  if  not  all,  the  seeds  .of  our  national  de- 
velopment cast  of  the  Berkshire  hdls." 


Mr.  Roosevelt  lias  written  enough  to  carry 
Iiim  to  the  public  favor  without  endorsement, 
and  it  is  v.eedless  to  say  that  he  made  a 
thorough  study  of  his  subject  before  attempting 
lo  enlighten  orhcR;  but  were  that  necessary,  a 
perusal  of  the  authorities  he  has  consulted  in 
v.Trious  quarters,  would  establish  the  fact  that 
these  two  volumes  represent  an  immense 
amount  of  labor  and  research.  "Winning  the 
West"  is  certain  to  provoke  comment  and  excite 
int-rest;  it  has  come  fresh  from  the  hands  of 
one  who  is  competent  bynative  genius,  fearless- 
ness and  energy  of  character,  to  take  high 
ground,  and  to  maintain  it — whether  in  the 
personal  life  of  the  newer  West,  in  the  arena  of 
preseni  politics,  or  the  lield  of  historical   litera- 


■■The    Earlv    Xorthwest:    An    Address 
re.id  before  the  american  historical 
Association   in  Washington,  December 
26,  18SS."     By  the  president,  William  Fred- 
erick Poole,  I.L.D.,  Librarian   of  the  New- 
berry Library,  Chicago.    Reprinted  from  the 
papers  of  the  assuciation. 
The   American    Historical  -Association's   an- 
nual  meeting    of    18S8,   held    at    the    national 
capital   in  December   Last,  was  prolific  of  valu- 
able addresses  and  speeches,  some  of  which  at- 
tiacted    wide   attention  at  the   time,  and  have 
already  been  fruiti"ul  of  results.     Auioug  them, 
a.'  not  only   telling  us   of  something    that    has 
been  done,  but  as  suggesting  much   there  is  to 
do,  the  annual  adaress  of  President  Poole  must 
be   accorded    a   high    rank ;     not   only   for   its 
schularly   treatment   of  an    always    interesting 
period  of  American  historj,  but  for  the  practi- 
cal   wisdom    it   displays    touching     a    national 
need.     We  are  glad  that  it   has   been  placed  in 
this  popular  form,  where   it  can   touch  a  wider 
circle  of  influence   than  would  be  found  in  the 
necessarily  limited   publications  of  the  -Associa- 
tion. 

Dr.  Poole  has  been  so  long  connected  with 
the  making  tind  handling  of  books,  and  has 
been  recognized  for  so  many  years  as  a  great 
librarian  and  historical  student,  that  added 
weight  attaches  to  all  he  says  in  the  lines 
of  labor  indicated.  In  this  address  he  deplores 
the  lack   of  accurate   and    truthful  histories  of" 
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the  United  States,  and  pleasantly  states  a  truth 
that  all  will  recognize  when  he  says:  "  Such  a 
history  as  we  are  considering  will  recognize  the 
fact  that  a  large  and  impoitaot  portion  of  our 
common  country  lies  west  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains,  and  that  it  has  a  varied,  romantic 
and  entertaining  record  of  its  own  quite  unlike 
that  of  the  Eastern  States.  The  general  his- 
tories of  the  United  States  have  been  written  by 
Eastern  men,  and  fewof  their  writers  have  been 
tall  enough  to  look  over  the  Appalachian 
ranges  and  see  what  has  happened  on  the  other 
side.  The  story  of  the  Revolutionary  War  has 
often  been  told  without  a  mjnti.jn  of  the  cam- 
paigns of  George  Rogers  Clark  who 
captured  from  the  British  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  and  holding,  it  until  the  peace  of 
17S3,  secured  to  this  t.uliou  the  Mississippi 
river  and  the  great  lakes  as  boundaries." 
,  It  will  be  impossible  to  follow  Dr.  Poole  in 
this  di^cus.sion  of  the  great  Northwest.  Suffice 
it.  that  while  he  passes  over  the  stirring  events 
of  the  early  days  with  the  rapidity  necessary  to 
an  address  for  the  occasion,  he  manages  10 
touch  the  salient  points  and  to  give  a  general 
history  of  the  Northwest  in  outline.  The 
main  feature  of  the  address,  to  which  we  wish 
to  call  atttention,  lies  in  the  concluding  por- 
tions where  the.  duty  of  the  Government  in  one 
respect  is  strongly  urged — the  est.-'.blishment  of 
"a  separate  and  permanent  Department  of 
Archives'  or  State  Paper  (Jftice  such  as  the 
other  great  nations  possess."  '  "The  State  De- 
partment," >rr.  Poole  urges  with  reason,  "  li;is 
in  its  possession  many  valuable  papers:  but.  ai 
a  collection  of  National  Archives,  it  is  \ery 
meagre.  The  establishment  of  a  Department 
of  Archives  would  make  this  fact  apparent, 
and  stimulate  the  Government  to  make  it  more 
e.-itensive  ...  A  great  government  like 
ours  should  no\.  require  the  stuilcnls  of  its  oun 
history  to  supply  themselves  with  this  material 
[certain  documents  Mr.  Poole  describes]  at 
private  expense.  Something  of  the  enterprise 
of  the  Canadian  government  should  animate 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Sta!-.  ui  the  e.-tab- 
lishment  and  support  of  a  Department  of 
Archives  which  will  be  worthv  of  this  nation." 


Th'.>se  words  are  quoted  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  them  a  hearty-  endorsement.  Dr.  Poole 
has  performed  American  history  many  valuable 
services,  and  in  urging  this  me.isiire  he  is 
thro\\ing  his  great  influence  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
ject of  vast  and  general  usefulness. 

"  PlCTCRESQE  Al.vsk.\:  .\  Journal  of  a  Tour 
.-Kmong  the  Mountains,  Seas  and  Islands  of 
the  Northwest,  from  San  Francisco  to  Sitka." 
Cy  Abbey  Johnson  Woodman.  Published  by 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  Boston  and  New 
York. 

Alaska  will  not  be  an  unknown  country  very 
long,  if  many  such  close  observers  and  descript- 
ive writers  as  Abby  Johnson  Woodman  visit  it, 
and  give  the  world  the  result  of  their  observa- 
tions. We  have  here,  in  brief  compass,  the 
personal  experiences  and  investigations  of  the 
traveller,  told  in  pleasing  style,  "written,  with 
no  thought  of  publicity,  at  car  windows  and 
from  the  decks  of  steamboats,  in  sight  of  the 
objects  described."  There  is  none  of  the  guide- 
book h-re.  but  much  to  guide  the  visitor  to 
those  far-distant  shores,  and  to  instruct  those 
who  must  see  Alaska  through  the  eyes  of 
others. 

"   CEI.EER.VTIO.N     of    the    Tu-O    lUr.VDREDTH 

.\ND     Fiftieth     .A.vnivers.vrv    of    the 

.\DOPTtON  OF  THE  FIRST  Co.VSTITL'TIO.N- 
.)F   THE    Sr.-LTE    uF    Co.V.VECTICLT,    BY    THE 

CoN.N-ECTicfT    H1STORIC.A.L    Society    .a.xd 

THE  ToW.NS  OF  Wl.VDfOR,  H.^RTFORD  A.ND 
Wethersfield.  Thi-rsd.vy.  J..^NL-ARy 
24rH,  A.  D.,  1SS9."  Published  by  the  Con- 
necticut Historical  Society. 

The  Connecticut  Historical  Society  has  done 
well  to  pl.ice  in  permanent  form  the  exercises 
of  the  memorable  annivereary  occasion  the  title 
to  this  book  describes.  It  was  an  occasion  of 
rare  interest,  appropriately  celebrated-.  The 
woik  contains  all  the  speeches  of  the  occasion, 
and  the  full  text  of 'the  letters  received  from 
prominentmen  the  country  over. 

"  Gre.\t  Words  from  Gre.\t  .^meric.^.vs." 
Published    by    G.    P.    Putnam's    Sons,   New 


York. 

"Infinite 
be   applied 


hes  in  ,i  little  room,"  might  well 
this   patriotic   little  work,  as  an 
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enumeration  of  its  contents  will  best  show  : 
The  Declaration  of  Independence ;  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  pnited  States  ;  Washington's 
Circular  Letter  of  Congratulation  and  Advice 
to  tho  Governors  of  the  Thirteen  States;  Wash- 
ington's First  Inaugural;  Washington's  Second 
Inaugural ;  Washington's  Farewell  Address  ; 
Lincoln's  First  Inaugural;  Lincoln's  Second 
Inaugural;  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address:  with 
an  appendix  by  Paul  Leicester  Ford,  descripiive 
of  the  various  papers,  and  an  index  to  the  Con- 
stitution. 

'•  Blrgoyne's  Invasion  of  1777:  with  an 
Outline  Sketch  of  the  American  In- 
vasion OF  Canada,  1775-76."  By  Samuel 
Ad.iins  Drake.  Published  by  Lee  &'Shepard, 
Boston.  (In  '•  Decisive  Events  in  .\merican 
History.") 

This  invasion,  which  was  one  of  the  great  de- 
cisive events  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  has 
furnished  food  for  an  immense  amount  of  Re- 
volutionary literature,  because  of  many  things, 
not  the  least  of  which,  as  Mr.  Drake  says,  may 


be  found  in  the  fact  that  it  takes  many  more 
words  to  explain  a  defeat  than  to  describe  a 
victory.  The  author  has  made  a  reputation  in 
other  tieUls  of  historical  inquiry  that  guaran- 
tees the  value  of  this  work,  one  great  feature  of 
which  is  his  evident  purpose  of  fairness  toward 
the  unfortunate  British  commander.  Several 
maps  and  a  portrait  of  Gen.  Burgoyne  comprise 
the  illustrations. 

"Boston  Pl-blic  Libr\rv.  Bieliographies 
OF    Special    Subjects    originally    plb- 

LISHED  IN  the  BULLETINS  OF  THE  LIBRARY, 
No.  3.  InDE.X  OF  ARTICLES  UPON  AMERI- 
CAN Local  Hist.irv,  in  Historical  Col- 
lections IN  the  Boston  Public  Lierap.y." 
By  .Vppleton  Prentiss  Ciark  Griffin,  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library.  Printed  by  order  of 
the  trustees,  1SS9. 

A  carefully  arranged  and  finely  printed  vol- 
ume of  over  tw-o  hundred  pages,  that  must 
prove  a  valuable  guide  to  all  studentsof  .•Ameri- 
can history  who  have  occasion  to  use  the  great 
institution  by  which  it  is  issued. 
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OCTOBER,     18SQ. 


TECUMSEH. 

True  son  of  the  forc>;,  whose  towering  form 
Imaged  the  pine  in  ihc  win^l-driven  storm; 
Whose  eye,  like  the  eagle's,  pierced  keen  and  far. 
Or  burned  with  the  light  of  a  fiery  star; 
Whose  voice  was  the  river's  tempestuous  roar. 
The  surging  of  waves  on  a  pitiless  shore. 

His  tongue  was  a  flanie  th.it  lea;.t  through  the  West, 
Enkindling  a  spark  in  each  rude  savage  breast: 
The  wind  of  the  prairies,  resistless  and  free,  , 

Was  the  breath  of  his  passionate  imagery; 
Ah  !     Never  were  poet's  dreams  more  grand. 
Nor  ever  a  Cxsar  more  nobly  planned  ! 

His  brain  was  as  broad  as  the  prairies'  sweep; 
His  heart  like  a  mountain-cavern  deep, 
Where  silent  and  shadowed  the  water  lies, 
V'et  mirrors  a  gleam  from  the  star-strewn  skies; 
-His  soul  ablaze  with  a  purpose  high. 
Disdain  of  possessions,  scorn  of  a  lie. 

What  waj  Tecuniseb  ?     A  threatening  cloud 

Over  the  untrodden  wil.ierncss  bowed, 

Bringing  the  storm  in  Us  desolate  train. 

Heralding  rush  of  the  hurricane! 

Such  to  his  foes;   to  his  friends  a  spark, 

That  a  moment  gleamed  through  the  gathering  dark: 

A  comet-flash  through  a  midnight  sky; 

The  wail  of  the  wind  as  it  hurried  by; 

The  flight  of  a  bird  on  its  untamed  wings,— 

All  wild,  resistless,  impetuous  things 

Symbol,  though  laintly,  tliat  barbaric  guide 

Who  led  forth  to  freedom,  and  failed,  and  di-.-d. 
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What,  Tiikd?     Does  the  storm  for  no  purpose  crowd 
The  stars  from  the  sky?     Is  the  threatening  cloud 
Forgotten  forever  in  sunsliine  ?     The  crash 
Of  the  thunder  dies  unrecorded  ?     The  flash 
Of  the  comet's  a  failure?     Birdi  loar  to  that  height 
And  their  wings  are  useless  and  aimless  their  flight? 

Is  there  failure  then  at  the  heart  of  the  oak 

When  shattered  it  reels  'neath  the  lightning  stroke,  _      . 

And  helpless  it  falls  in  the  wooded  path 

When  the  forest  writhes  in  the  whirlwind's  wrath? 

Must  the  torrent  leap  vain  from  the  mountain's  crest 

If  it  gather  not  all  streams  to  its  breast? 

No  cloud  ever  drifts  'twixt  the  stars  and  the  earth 
But  heightens  their  splendor  in  passing.     In  dearth 
Of  the  sun,  the  rain  makes  the  d.'sert  rejoice, 
And  the  world's  pulse  leaps  at  the  hurricane's  voice; 
The  air  were  but  dead  if  ever  unstirred 
By  the  wings  of  the  heaven-seeking  bird. 

The  sky  keeps  long  on  its  fear-\.hitened  face. 
Where  the  comet  flashed  and  faded,  some  trace 
Of  its  power;  the  wailing  wind  cries  and  is  still. 
Moved  to  silence  or  sound  by  a  sovereign  will; 
And  in  God's  creation  all  ditforences  tend, 
To  some  une-xpected,  significant  end. 

For  nothing  exists  in  the  universe. 
From  the  spider's  web  to  the  hero's  hearse. 
That  has  not  a  meaning  so  subtle,  so  grand. 
One  must  needs  be  God  if  he  understand. 
The  glorified  fruitage  He  sees  in  tUe*eed, 
In  the  effort  a  prophecy  of  the  deed. 

Was  Tecumseh  then  but  a  failure  ?     A  light 
That  faded  for  pje  in  eternity's  nic:ht? 
Will  the  sons  of  the  forest  forget  their  pride. 
Forget  that  a  hero  still  he  died  ? 
Defeat  is  not  failure  when  spirits  are  brave; 
God  wastes  not  the  spark  his  divinity  gave. 

Great  souls  are  nol  made  for  failure;   they  fall. 
But  God  in  his  patience  regatbers  them  all: 
Like  stars  they  are  set  in  the  dimness  of  time 
To  illumine  Ui*. world  with  their  ligljt  sublime; 
And  while  glimmers  a  ray  from  the  mightiest  star, 
The  soul  of  Tecumseh  shall  shine  from  afar. 

Jessie  F.  O  Donnei.i.. 


.VOTES    O.V    TFIE   MAVMEE    VALLEY. 


NOTES    ON    THE    MAUMEE    VALLEY. 


GALLIA  j:st  omnis  divisa  in-  partes  tres. 


A  SURVEY  of  our  country,  of  the 
rivers  and  mountains,  rather  than  the 
sections  marked  by  lines  of  latitude 
and  longitude,  shows  us  the  waters 
gathered  on  our  soil  east  of  the  Rocky 
mountains  mosing  to  the  Atlantic  in 
three  divisions.  The  first  composed 
of  those  tributary  to  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  on  the  north.  The  second  of 
those  tributary  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
on  the  south.  The  third  of  those 
tributary  to  the  ocean  on  the  east.  In 
each  of  these  great  divisions  the 
Rockies  in  the  west,  and  the  Alleghen- 
ies  in  the.  east,  from  their  mountain 
heights,  give  direction  to  the  flow. 

Undulations  and  slopes  which  are 
parts,  or  continuations,  of  those  two 
great  ranges  of  upheaval,  are  ever)'- 
where  present  to  control  this  increas- 
ing march  of  many  waters  to  the  sea. 
By  many  paths,  in  one  great  harmony, 
the  movement  is  always  being  made. 
Sometimes  along  slopes  as  gentle  as 
the  coming  on  of  twilight.  Some- 
times along  abrupt  canyons  whose 
v.alls  record  the  convulsions  of  their 
birth.  Always  the  mountains  are  saying 
to  the  waters,  move  on  !  Each  division 
is  distinguished  by  peculiar  features. 
Those  of  the  first  division  are  on 
nature's    largest    scale^        Its    waters. 


massed  in  vast  lakes,  move  together 
over  Niagara;  thence  out  of  Lake  On- 
tario they  swing  by  the  left  to  the 
northeast,  and  turn  away  from  the 
valleys  of  the  Mohawk  and  the  Hudson 
which  incite  and  almost  persuade  them 
to  take  a  shorter  route.  Consider  the 
basin  of  the  great  lakes  and  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  wherein  pleasant  valleys, 
vast  lakes  and  foaming  rapids,  emerald 
Mackinaw,  blue  Detroit,  Niagara  and 
the  Thousand  Islands,  Quebec  and 
Montmorenci,  .the  Ottawa  and  the 
Saguenay,  combine  to  swell  the  pomp 
of  the  procession  of  these  waters  of 
the  North  united  on  their  way  to  the 
ocean.  The  second  division  does  not 
reach  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  united 
volume.  The  Mississippi  enters  through 
many  passes,  to  say  nothing  of  other 
rivers  in  separate  valleys,  delivering 
their  triliutes  by  passes  of  their  own. 
In  other  features  this  division  rivals  in 
interest  the  first.  The  waters,  traveling 
over  so  much  longer  courses  and  mov- 
ing at  a  lower  average  speed,  do  not  at 
first  impress  the  beholder  with  a  full 
sense  of  their  real  volume.  Let  him 
measure  the  miles  of  the  Mississippi 
with  La  Salle  ;  let  him  trace  the  Mis- 
souri with  Lewis  and  Clarke,  and  there 
wiii  conic    to   him.  as  came   to    tliem,  a 
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vision  of  the  majesty  of  those  j;reat 
rivers, 'pourinj;  their  overflow  iato  wide 
expanses  of  wooded  swamps  and 
tangled  bayous  from  a  wealth  of  waters 
whose  tides,  impatient  of  the  monotony 
of  fixed  channels,  are  ever  changing 
their  beds. 

In  comparing  this  division  with  the 
first,  let  him  note  the  bewitching  charm 
of  its  smaller  lakes  and  fairy  waterfalls; 
let  him  not  omit  the  wonderland  of  the 
Yellowstone,  nor  fail  to  take  account 
of  the  canyons,  those  huge  fissures 
riven  by  volcanic  forces  between 
Earth's  adarhantine  ribs,  revealing  her 
anatomy;  along  whose  shadowed  chasms 
the  waters  follow  the  paths  so  strangely 
opened  for  them.  Let  him  ponder  well 
the  curious  footprints  of  the  waters  left 
centuries  ago  in  the  region  called  the 
garden  of  the  Gods.  All  these  spec- 
tacles, of  beauty,  grandeur  and  sublim- 
ity, attend  the  waters  of  the  second 
division  from  their  sources  in  the 
Rockies  or  .'MIeghenies  to  where  they 
join  the  Gulf  under  the  rays  of  a 
southern  snn.  Of  the  third  division, 
the  volume  of  its  flow  is  less  than 
either  of  the  others,  though  its  waters 
reach  the  Atlantic  thro^igh  many 
mouths.  In  tliis  division  beauty  takes 
precedence  of  grandeur,  and  sublimity 
has  to  be  sought  in  the  (iri.-an  and  on 
its  shores.  You  need  but  to  name  the 
valleys  of  New  England,  of  New  York, 
and  of  the  easterly  slopes  of  the  Alle- 
ghcnies,  t(5  name  a  succession  of  galler- 
ies of  picturesque  scenery  unsurpassed 
in  charm  and  unrivalled  in  variety. 
These  are  not  always  witliout  grandeur. 


but  offer  no  challenge  to  Niagara  on 
the  north,  no  parallel  to  the  Yellow- 
stone in  the  far  west,  no  rival  to  the 
can)ons  in  that  region,  which  hide  the 
paths  of  mighty  rivers  in  their  rock 
bound  solitudes. 

'•  There  is    a  pleasure  in  the  pathless  wood, 
There  i?  aVapture  on  the  lonely  shore. 

By  the  deep  sea,  and  music  in  its  roar. 

I  love  not  man  the  le.-^s,  but  nature  more. 
For  these  our  interviews,  in  which  I  steal 

Fr.jrn  all  I  may  be,  or  have  been  before. 
To  mingle  with  the  universe  and  feel 
What  1  cannot  expres.s,  yet  cannot  all  conceal." 

The  present  writer  is  not  informed 
how  Byron  managed  to  change  his 
mood  and  descend  with  grace  and  ease 
from  heights  of  reverie  to  humbler 
things.  Horace  Greeley  wittily  said, 
"the  way  to  resume  is  to  resume." 
Perhajis  Horace  was  right,  and  the 
best  way   to  get  down   is  to  get  down. 

Before  taking  leave  of  our  three 
natural  divisions,  let  us  glance  at  a 
certain  curious  old  map  made  by  one, 
Jean  Baptiste  Louis  Franquelin,  pub- 
lished at  Paris  in  16S4,  and  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  find  the  divisions  set  forth 
in  our  geographical  reverie  corre- 
sponti  in  some  degree  to  the  political 
divisions  of  the  same  regions  laid  down 
on  his  map.  New  France  occupies 
substantially  the  territory  of  our  first 
division;  Louisiana,  that  of  our  second; 
while  the  dominion  over  our  third 
division  is  shared  between  England  and 
Spain.  From  tfie  pinnacles  of  the 
Rockies,  or  from  the  h.eights  of  the 
/  Ueghenies  is  a  far  cry  to  the  Maumee 
Valley,      i^ut  here  .ye  are.     As  we  have 
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seen,  in  1684  the  valley  was  French, 
and  its  V7aters  tb.en  as  now  belonged  to 
our  first  division.  There  is  a  fresh 
note  of  native  mu:>ic  in  the  Indian 
name  Miami.  Tne  action  and  usagje, 
first  of  the  French  then  of  the  En-lish 
mode  of  speech,  have  in  course  of  time 
overcome  the  Indian  name,  robbed  it 
of  its  music,  struck  out  one  syllable 
and  driven  the  wild  elegance  from  the 
word  almost  as  completely  as  the 
painted  braves  and  their  dusky  mates 
have  been  driven  from  their  happy 
hunting  grounds  in  this  pleasant  valley, 
long  known  to  them  l)y  the  sweet  name 
Miami,  signifying  mother  Were  no 
Other  vestige  left  of  uur  red  broth. er, 
this  name -remains  a  token  of  his  kin- 
ship with  our  race.  Those  who  know 
the  valley;  its  hundred  miles  of  easy 
fall  from  Fort  Wayne  to  Lake  Erie,  all 
the  way  a  smiling  landscape  gently 
undulating  ;  its  wide  slopes  some- 
times rising  in  bold  barriers  against 
the  stream,  sometimes  shaped  into 
broad  bottom  land,  spread  out  to  re- 
ceive the  annual  endowment  of  the 
river's  flood;  its  stream  at  times  rip- 
pling over  gentle  rapids,  then  pausing 
in  lake-like  expanses,  anon  losing  it- 
self in  graceful  curving  lines  am.ong 
islands  uhere  elms  and  willows  fes- 
tooned with  vines  make  bowers  of  en- 
chantment, can  imagine  what  it  must 
have  been  to  the  Indians,  when  it  was 
their  home  and  their  heritage  undis- 
puted by  the  white  man.  Then 
myriads  of  ducks  and  geese  swarmed 
among  the  wild  rice  at  the  river's 
mouth   and    in    every  grassy  inlet  and 


lotus  flowered  shallow.  The  white 
swan  reared,  h.er  brood  in  the  seclusion 
of  the  creek  that  bears  her  name.  The 
sand  crane  and  the  blue  heron  stood 
at  the  water's  edge  along  the  river 
like  sentinels  keeping  watch  and  ward. 
The  eagle  built  great  dwelling  places 
seen  from  afar  in  the  tops  of  the  large 
trees  on  ti;e  jutting  headlands.  The 
river  was  full  of  fish,  and  the  woods 
were  full  of  game.  Then  the' unbroken 
forest  covered  the  rounded  bluffs  with 
verdure  down  to  the  margin  ,of  the 
river,  and  the  red  man  shared  its  shade 
with  wolves  and  bears  and  timid  deer. 
The  wild  turkey  and  quail  in  thicket  or 
on  prairie  were  waiting  the  pleasure  of 
the  lords  of  the  forest.  It  was  indeed 
the  paradise  of  the  Indian.  Here  he 
hunted.  Here  on  the  flat  islands  and 
outspread  bottom  land  his  wife  planted 
corn.  Along  the  river,  at  its  mouth, 
or  wherever  else  it  seemed  good  to 
them,  their  tribes  gathered  in  fitful 
fluctuating  groups  in  places  endeared 
by  tradition,  or  convenient  for  defence, 
or  near  land  where  corn  could  be 
planted. 

These  tarrying  places  v.-hite  men 
spoke  of  as  towns  and  villages.  The 
Indian  lui titer  with  more  poetic  sense 
called  them  council  fires,  and  at  the 
more  important  ones  built  rude  council 
houses  of  bar!;  and  poles,  near  v/hich 
he  also  reared  the  p(jst  where  prisoners 
were  bountl  for  torture  and  death  by 
fire.  Sometimes  a  great  tree  was 
chosen  to  mark  the  place  of  holding 
the  councils  of  tiie  tribe.  Their  domi- 
cils  might,  and   often  did,  change  with 
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the  seasons;   the  rouncil  tree  remained 


a  constant  rallying  point  in   peace   and 
war. 

F'fty  years  ago  traces  of  the  worlc  of 
the  mound  buiiders  were  apparent 
among  the  timber  growing  on  the 
tongue  of  land  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river,  south  of  the  Swan  Creek.  For 
all  the'  Indians  knew,  they  and  their 
fathers  held  the  soil  by  title  above  any 
other,  from  a  time  beyond  the  memory 
of  man.  To  then:  the  mound  builders 
were  not  even  the  formless  shades  they 
are  to  us.  In  the  latter  years  of  the 
seventeenth  century  the  Indians  of  the 
Maumee  Valley  began  to  see  white 
men  coming  among  them,  to  hear  of  a 
nation  of  such  men  called  French  and 
of  another  nation  called  English.  It 
is  probable  that  the  .Miamis  and  Ot- 
tawas  were  from  the  first  more  kindly 
disposed  toward  the  French.  The  Eng- 
glish  were  first  known  to  them  as  the 
frieods  and  allies  of  their  mortal  en- 
emies, the  Iroquois;  while  the  French 
were  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 
Hurens,  Ottawas  and  Wyandots  who 
were  of  the  same  stock  north  and 
south  of  the  Lakes. 

A  comparison  of  the  differing  man- 
ners and  modes  of  colonization  of  these 
two  nations  who  led  the  vanguard  of  a 
new  civilization  into  the  forests  of 
North  America,  presents  many  curious 
and  interesting  subjects  of  speculation 
and  inquiry.  The  French  must  have 
been  much  the  more  attractive  to  tlie 
imagination  of  the  wild  hunter.  Their 
so.Idiers  came  with  state  and  dignity, 
proclaiming  themselves    subjects  of    a 


great  ruler  beyond  the  sea,  who  was 
the  father  of  the  Indian  no  less  than 
their  own.  Their  priests  preceding  or 
in  clo.-e  connection  with  the  military, 
brought  with  them  the  visible  signs  of 
their  profession.  They  e.xhibited  an 
actual  cross,  with  the  pomp  and  cere- 
mony of  a  religious  form,  which  toler- 
ates no  doubt.  They  possessed  in  full 
measure  the  courage  of  their  convic- 
tions. Their  traders  won  favor,  by 
easy  social  ways  and  familiar  habits. 
They  adopted  Indian  customs,  married 
Indian  wives;  received  Indian  names, 
joined  Indian  tribes.  They  dazzled  the 
eyes  of  the  simple  natives  with  presents 
of  cheap  ornaments,  beads  and  knives. 
They  became  irresistable  when  they 
offered  to  barter  such  objects  as 
hatchets,  guns,  powder  and  shot,  and 
firewater.  To  the  everlasting  credit  of 
the  Jesuit  fathers,  they  opposed  giving 
firewate.-  to  the  Indians  from  the  first. 
They  thus  encountered  the  opposition 
of  the  civil  authorities  and  of  the 
traders.  The  book  of  martyrs  has  no 
brighter  pages  than  those  which  tell 
the  story  of  the  early  Jesuit  missions 
of  New  France.  Their  unselfish  de- 
votion, their  hardships  patiently  en- 
dured, tiieir  courage  and  final  persever- 
ance in  their  mission  to  carry  the  name 
of  Jesus  to  the  savages  and  save  some 
souls  from  the  wrath  to  come,  won  for 
them  torture  and  death,  which  they  en- 
tered upon  with  their  hearts  full  of 
e.xultant  triumph  and  faces  lit  with  the 
light  which  shone  in  Stephen's  eyes. 

Tile  English    came    in    simpler   guise 
with     hun-bler     pretensions,     bringing 
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hidden  among  their  belongings,  almost 
unknown  to  themselves,  seeds  of 
colonial  5.ncresi  destined  to  ripen  into 
empire.  Tliere  was  no  pomp  in  their 
religion,  no  charm  in  their  manners, 
to  seduce  the  affection  or  catch  the 
fancy  of  the  red  man.  To  him  in 
effect  both  were  the  harbingers  of  his 
extermination.  In  his  simplicity  he 
hoped  to  play  one  against  the  other. 
The  English  began  by  securing  the 
alliance  of  the  Iroquois.  The  French 
began  by  gaining  the  affections  of  the 
Hurons,  the  Ottawas,  the  Wyandots. 
the  Miamis.  The  animositv  tliev  found 
existing  between  the  Iroquois,  and  the 
other  tribes  on  their  frontiers  was  kept 
alive  and.  stimulated  by  the  animosity 
between  the  French  and  English  im- 
ported from  Europe.  It  worked  with 
the  subtlety  and  sureness  of  natural 
law  as  a  main  factor  to  destroy  all 
tribes  and  generations  of  red  men.  It 
mattered'  little  to  them  that  the  con- 
scious purposes  of  the  white  intruders 
were  limited  to  objects  of  personal  gain, 
of  religious  enthusiasm,  or  to  securing 
military  protection  for  infant  colonies. 
The  effect  on  the  Indians  of  their 
coming  was  far  beyond  the  purpose  of 
any  individual.  It  took  a  hundred 
years  and  more  to  disclose  to  the  In- 
dian the  effect  destined  to  follow  the 
planting  of  the  standards  and  insignia 
of  a  new  civilii:ation  on  his  native  soil, 
though  he  early  learned  to  know  that 
the  only  really  good  white  man  was  a 
deadone.  His  missionary  effort  in  that 
direction  once  fairly  started,  was  dili- 
gent and  reasonably  efficient,  according 


to  liis  means.  The  issue  might  have 
been  different  had  he  been  only  a 
maker  and  seller  of  whiskey,  and  not  a 
drinker  of  it.  What  we  are  concerned 
to  note  now  is,  how  enormous  the  pro- 
vocation to  his  passions  against  the 
white  man,  became,  as  the  deadly  con- 
flict of  races,  proceeded  on  its,  to  him, 
hopeless  course.  The  waters  of  the 
North  had  been  the  highways  of  the 
Indian.  They  became  the  highways  of 
the  white  man.  Our  line  of  histories, 
figures  begins  with  Indian  braves, 
then  come  French  missionaries,  sol- 
diers and  traders.  Then  the  British 
Brigadier  appears  ;  lastly  comes  the 
Yankee  General. 

Traces  of  each  remain  in  the  syl- 
lables of  men's  names,  in  the  lineage 
of  some  families,  and  on  the  sites  of 
some  well  remembered  battlefields. 
Before  the  time  of  French  occupation 
of  the  Valley,  war  parties  of  the  Sen- 
ecas  and  of  other  .tribes  of  the  famous 
Six  Nations,  Iroquois  from  New  York 
often  passed  through  and  beyond  the 
portage  at  Fort  Wayne  on  their  raids 
against  the  Ottawas,  Miamis,  and  the 
tribes  of  the  jMississippi  Valley.  The 
Irociuois  seem  to  have  been  natural  en- 
emies of  their  own  race,  by  a  strange 
fatuity  impelled  to  prepare  the  way 
for  a  new  race  by  warfare  upon  their 
own.  One  effect  of  this  internecine 
strife  was  to  deter  and  delay  French 
occupation  of  the  Valley-  The  paths 
of  theirpioneers  toward  the  Mississippi 
seemed  to  have  been  turned  by  this 
cause  far  to  the  Northwest  out  of  the 
direct  route. 
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Of  the  five  portages  west  of  Lake 
Erie,  the  one  at  I'ort  Wayne  is  on  tlie 
shortest  and  best  route.  But  use  and 
occupation  of  it  by  the  French  seems 
to  have  been  deferred  until  after  the 
establishment  of  Detroit  under  La 
Mothe  Cadillac  in  1715.  There  is  evi- 
dence that  this  portage  was  known  to 
Allowez  and  to  La  Salle  as  early  as 
1680.  It  does  not  appear  that  either 
of  them  ever  passed  this  way,  or  that 
either  of  them  ever  set  foot  in  the 
valley.  Tradition  points  out  the  sites 
of  two  French  stockades,  no  doubt  the 
first  planted  here  by  Europeans.  One 
was  among  the  Mianiis,  near  their  town 
of  Kekionga,  just  cmt  of  the  present 
city  of  Fort  Wayne  on  the  northwest 
side  of'the  Maumee  river.  The  other 
among  the  Ottawas,  also  on  the  north- 
west side  of  the  river  seven  miles  above 
Toledo.  The  same  site  was  after- 
wards occupied  by  the  British  fort 
Miami.  The  breastv.-orks  of  the  latter 
are  still  plain  and  easy  to  be  traced.  A 
few  large  trees,  sturdy  oaks  and  tough 
honey  locusts  are  growing  there  out  of 
the  grass-covered  liiHocks.  The  soldier 
of  France  who  first  fortified  it  showed 
military  sagacity  in  his  choice  of  this 
position.  Standing  h£re  he  could 
command  a  clear  view  of  the  course  of 
the  river  for  twenty  miles  from  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  to  the  bay. 

The  waters  of  the  bay  brightened 
the  horizon  on  the  northeast  with  a 
margin  of  silver.  In  the  southwest  the 
rapids  rippled  in  a  shower  of  diamonds, 
circling  round  vineclad  islands  and 
vanishing  in  the  distant  vista.    Between 


these  two  extremes  he  could  see  the 
river  glide  in  graceful  curves,  along 
high  rounded  bluffs  wooded  to  the 
water's  edge,  or  as  it  lingered  among 
grassy  inlets,  or  lapped  the  fringe  of 
the  broad  bottom  land.  Now  the 
stream  is  narrowed  in  a  deep  channel, 
a  bluff  on  one  side,  a  level  meadow  on 
the  other;  then  it  is  widened  out  like 
'a  lake  to  mirror  the  clear  sky  or  the 
passing  cloud.  To  the  southwest  across 
the  river  rose  the  heights  where  Fort 
Meigs  was  to  be.  Just  below  them  at 
the  foot  of  the  rapids  he  saw  the  chan- 
nel divide,  to  encircle  a  rounded 
island  of  two  hundred  acres;  each 
stream  following  the  contour  of  high 
forest  covered  banks,  which  on  either 
side  encompassed  the  great  island,  re 
posing  there  like  a  rich  medallion  en 
closed  in  a  setting  of  silver  and  green 
The  whole  forms  a  natural  amphi 
theatre  domed  by  the  sky,  and  so  spa 
cious  that  fifty  thousand  men,  twent 
steamboats  and  a  hundred  smaller 
craft  had  ample  room  for  display  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  it  when  gathered 
there  in  1S40.  From  this  post  he 
could  watch  every  approach  from  the 
river  on  tlie  south,  or  from  the  lake  on 
the  north.  To  this  first  Frenchman 
surveying  the  river  and  the  valley 
from  tliis  sightly  eminence  as  to  every 
man  of  thought  and  action  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  America  was  still 
the  New  World.  The  zest  of  novelty, 
the  elation  of  discovery,  heightened  to 
the  mind  of  the  first  white  explorer 
the  natural  ciiarnis  of  such  regions  as 
the  Mauniee  Valley.  The  novelty  has 
passed. 


NOTES    ON    TIFE 

Tlie  nntural  beauty  remains.  The 
essence  of  it  is  too  subtle  to  be  easily 
made.effective  in  paintings.  You  miss 
in  most  landscapes  tlie  t-rTect  of  the 
air,  and  water  in  motion,  of  the  play 
of  light  on  sky  and  cloud,  and  of  na- 
ture's infinite  variety  and  harmony  of 
tone  and  color.  So  the  soft  undula- 
ting, almost  level,  lines  of  Maumee 
'Valley  scenery  seem  tame  when' laid  on 
canvass  in  the  usual  way,  and  are 
yet  awaiting  the  Claude  or  Rembrant 
with  genius  to  transfer,  with  those 
lines,  the  talisman  of  the  natural 
beauty  enshrined  in  tlieni. 

The  site  of  the  French  stockade 
among  the  Miamis  at  Fort  Wayne  is 
known  but  unmarked  by  any  trace  of 
military  occupation.  In  common  with 
the  two  built  by  La  Salle  on  the  St. 
Joseph  river  of  IMichigan,  and  the  one 
described  as  Fort  Miami  situate  at 
f.faumee  City,  it  was  also  named  Fort 
Mianii.  The  British  built  a  new  Fort 
Miami  near  the  French  one.  and  the 
American  Fort  Wayne  occupied  a  site 
different  from  either  and  nearer  the 
Miam.i  village.  All  these  were  on  the 
left  bank,  whereas  the  Indian  village 
of  Kekionga  was  on  the  rii;ht  bank  of 
the  river.  The  Frenrh  voyaE;uer  when 
he  passed  the  first  rajjids  on  his  way 
up  the  river  met  with  a  remarkable  ob- 
ject. A  great  rock  stood  in  mid-stream 
about  one  hundred  feet  from  either 
shore.  Its  steep  sides  rose  twenty 
feet  above  the  v^ater.  Its  level  courses 
of  solid  limestone  covered  an  area  of 
one-si.xth  of  an  acre.  He  found  it  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  grand  rapids,  and 
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n.imed  it  with  reference  to  the  rapids, 
Roche  de  Bout,  that  is  to  say  rock  of 
tl.e  enfl.  The  early  French  named  the 
river  Riviere  de  la  Roche,  in  allusion  to 
this  rock.  The  sight  of  it  takes  the 
fiincy  back  to  the  glacial  period,  in 
those  uncounted  years,  when  the  ice 
king  shaped  out  the  hollow  of  the 
river  bed  with  massive  boulders  for  his 
tools,  and  carelessly  left  his  work  un- 
encumbered by  this  huge  rock.  A 
much  smaller  stone  unchristencd  by 
the  Frenchman,  and  probably  not  no- 
ticed by  him,  resteii  where  it  now  rests 
on  the  left  bank  near  the  river,  at  the 
foot  of  Presque  Isle  hill.  A  great 
boulder,  a  relic  of  the  glacial  period, 
it  marks  the  position  of  the  left  of  the 
Indian  line  of  battle  on  the  20th  of 
.\ugust,  1794,  further  mention  of  which 
.falls  within  the  scope  of  this  paper. 
Near  Roche  de  Bout,  on  the  bottom 
land  north  of  the  river,  there  stood  a 
monarch  of  the  forest,  which  his  In- 
dian guide  would  not  fail  to  call  his  at- 
tention to,  for  it  w-as  the  Council  Elm 
of  the  Ottawas,  growing  just  outside 
the  Ottawa  village  of  Apatowagowin. 
Its  trunk  was  fifteen  feet  in  girth,  and 
rose  fifty  feet  without  a  limb.  Its  wide- 
spread topofdroopingbranchesshadow-  ' 
ed  many  square  rods  of  greensward. 
On  this  spot  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  of  the 
Northwest  were  convene'!  by  Pontiac, 
to  take  part  in  his  great  confederation 
formed  to  crush  out  the  white  man; 
here  Teciimseh  and  the  Prophet  held 
their  war  council  and  made  ready  for 
the  massacre  at  the  River  Raisin.  The 
tribes  of  the  Maumee  Valley,  the  Pot- 
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tawattaimes,  Ottawas,  Miamis,  Sliaw- 
nees,  Wyandotts  and  Delawares  were 
wont  to  assemble  here  to  invoke  the 
aid  of  the  Great  Spirit  in  their  plans 
of  peace  and  war.  To  this  spot  m  the 
darkness  of  the  night  of  the  lOth  of 
August,  1794,  three  nights  before  the 
battle  of  Fallen  Timber,  came  Turkey 
Foot,  Little  Turtle,  and  some  say 
Tecumseh,  with  many  young  braves,  to 
resolve  what  to  do  with  Mad  Anthony, 
who  was  moving  on  them  ready  to 
strike,  though  offcringto  make  peace. 
And  under  this  tree,  in  1S37,  the  rem- 
nants of  the  race  gathered  for  the  sad- 
dest council  of  all,  to  consider  the 
terms  of  their  final  departure  from  the 
valley. 

The  first  Frenchman  knew  the  Council 
Elm  only  as  a  grand  old  tree,  interest- 
ing from  its  connection  with  Indian 
customs.  He  was  himself,  no  doubt, 
invited  to  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace 
under  the  shelter  of  its  boughs.  Little 
did  the  simple  hunters  who  extended 
so  friendly  a  welcome  to  the  French- 
man know  Uiat  the  trace  of  his  foot- 
steps here  was  quickly  retraced  in 
the  archives  of  France  across  the  sea, 
and  made  part  of  the  record  of  the 
title  of  that  nation,  by  discovery, 
to  this  valley  and  to  other  vast  regions 
then  occupied  solely  by  the  red  man. 
Yet  so  it  was.  And  within  the  same 
century  a  formal  treaty  between  his 
most  Christian  Majesty  of  France  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  British  Defender 
of  the  Holy  Catholic  and  Apostolic 
Faith  on  the  other  side,  conveyed  this 
Valley  with  all  of  New  France  from  his 


Majesty  of  France  to  the  British  De- 
fender of  the  Crown  and  of  the  afore- 
said Faith.  There  are  curious  things 
in  the  law  of  nations  which  savages  are 
not  supposed  to  know,  because  they 
lie  unwritten  between  the  lines.  The 
French  title  must  have  been  a  good 
title,  for  our  Government  received  it  in 

•  turn  from  the  British,  and  bought 
without  scruple  the  similar  title  of  the 
French  to  Louisiana  for  $15,000,000. 
The  validity  of  this  title  is  beyond 
question  its  abstract  justice  I  Hush! 
The  writer  of  this  is  a  white  man,  and 
these  large  land  operations  w-ere  only 
brought  in  to  show  the  importance  of 
the  French  discovery  of  the  Maumee 
Valley,  to  which  it  is  now  time  to 
return. 

Half-way   between    Fort    Miami  and 

'  Fort  Wayne  the  river  is  joined  by  its 
most  considerable  affluent,  the  Au- 
glaize. Above  this  junction  navigation 
becomes  less  easy  because  of  the  dim- 
inished flow  of  water.  As  we  pass  up 
or  down  on  a  railway  car  we  catch 
glimpses  of  a  winding  shallow  stream, 
and  find  it  difficult  to  realize  we  are 
looking  at  what  was  iri  early  times  the 
best  highway  in  general  use.  Only  an 
Indian  runner,  or  an  army  capable  of 
making  its  own  roads,  could  pass  other- 
wise. A  sketch  of  a  trip  made  in  1S03 
over  the  same  route  shows  how  it  was 
dune — how  it  had  to  be  done.  Gen. 
John  E.  Hunt,  who  wrote  the  sketch, 
was  born  at  Fort  Wayne  in  i79S,and 
died  at  Toledo  in  1S77.  His  father,  Col. 
Thomas  Hunt,  of  the  First  Regiment 
U.   S.  Infantry,  stationed  in  Detroit  in 
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1S03,  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  his 
command  to  St.  Louis, *Missouri.  This 
was  to, take  possession  for  the  go%-ern- 
ment  of  Louisiana,  under  a  European 
title  founded  on  disc(.)very,  aud  forti- 
fied by  quit  claim  from  the  Holy  See. 
He  writes:  "We  left  Detroit  in  fifty 
Montreal  batteaux.  and  though  si.Kty- 
three  years  have  passed — I  being  then 
but  five  years  old,  I  recollect  distinctly 
entering  the  mouth  of  Swan  Creek  near 
Fort  Industry.  The  sergeant  in  the 
bow  of  the  boat  in  which  the  family 
were,  shot  at  some  ducks,  and  the  gun 
bursting  tore  off  one  of  his  thumbs  and 
lacerated  his  hand.  We  passed  up  the 
Maumee  river,  then  called  the  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie,  the  men  wading  and 
hauling  the  boats  over  the  rapids.  We 
remained  ten  days  at  Fort  Wayne  to 
get  the  boats  and  stores  over  the  port- 
age." This  glimpse  of  primitive 
travel  on  the  Maumee  was  penned  in 
iS66,"and  from  it  we  may  infer  some- 
thing of  the  labor  and  time  required  to 
pass  by  the  same  route,  from  the  lake 
to  the  "Miami  town  of  Kekionga,  one 
hundred  years  earlier.  Crossing  the 
river  at  that  town,  the  wayfarer  en- 
tered on  land  where  water  flows  in  two 
directions,  northerly  on  the  east  and 
southerly  on  the  wes_t  siae.  Here  the 
Maumee  Valley  begins,  and  the  port- 
age was  of  some  strategic  value.  The 
St.  Joseph  from  the  northeast  and  the 
St.  Mary  from  the  southeast  meet  here, 
encounter  the  crest  of  the  water  shed, 
and  turn  northeast  into  the  Valley  of 
the  •  Maumee.  Beyond  the  portage, 
at  a  point  seven  miles  west,  you  reach 


naviirable  water  descending  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico. 

The  Miamis  seem  to  have  been  long- 
seared  at  Kekionga.  The  Ottawa 
towns  were  at  the  mouth  and  along  the 
lower  part  of  the  river.  The  Potta- 
wattamies,  Delawares,  Shawnees  and 
Wyandotts  also  hunted  in  the  valley  in 
roving  bands  unshackled  by  fixed 
boundary  limits.  On  an  area  of  fifty 
by  one  hundred  miles,  fairly  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  valley,  thousands  of  In- 
dians found  room  to  live  in  their  rude, 
free,  simple  way.  When  most  popu- 
lous they  could  have  mustered  say 
seven  thousand  fighting  men.  Boun- 
daries between  their  hunting  grounds 
were  not  strictly  defined,  and  indivi- 
dual ownership  of  land  seems  to  have 
been  practically  unknown  amongthem. 
The  contrast  between  European  social 
systems  and  those  of  the  Indian  hunter 
is  nowhere  sharper  than  between  the 
differing  ideas  of  each  about  land 
tenure.  The  hunter  knew  of  an  owner- 
ship by  his  tribe  in  common;  but  the 
notion  of  a  landlord  in  the  European 
sense  was  to  him  a  thing  he  did  not 
want  to  understand.  It  implied  too 
much  that  was  utterly  distasteful  to  ever 
become  fairly  adopted  by  him.  It  im- 
plied fixed  habitation,  regular  industry, 
economy,  and  a  certain  sacrifice  of  the 
personal  liberty  so  dear  to  the  untamed 
impulses  of  his  free,  wild  spirit.  The 
higher  civilization  inseparable  from 
such  labor  and  such  sacrifice,  remained 
to  him  a  sealed  mystery.  These  things 
being  so,  it  came  to  pass  on  an  October 
day  in  1790  three  thousand  warriors  in 
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their  war  paint,  ready  for  battle,  filled  north 
the  woods  on  tiie  south  side  of  the  pose 
river  near  Jiekionga.  and  beleagnred  gathi: 
Gen.  Irlarmar  in  old  Fort  Miami  On  the 

(  To  i"  continuci. 


5'cle.  For  many  moons  the  pur- 
vhich  animated  them  had  been 
ing  and  maturing  its  force. 

Tho.m.\s  Dunlap. 


At  Thebes,  in  the  valley  of  the  Nile, 
there  is  a  statue  mon-  than  three  thou- 
sand years  old.  The  early  Egyptians 
believed  that  they  could  hear  sounds 
issue  therefrom,  and  even  modern 
tourists  have  said  they  had  a  simiiar 
experience.  Be  it  true  or  not  this  we 
know  that  old,  nme-stained  walls  speak 
louder  than  words.  They  fill  up  the 
gap  between  Jhe  dead  past  and  living 
present. 

Let  the  officers  and  troops  ot  the 
Third  United  States  Infantry  here 
assembled  listen  to  the  voices  at  old 
Fort  Snelling;  let  them  shut  their  eyes 
to  what  is  how  occurring,  and  imaL;ine 
that  they  are  surrounded  by  the  ''  light 
of  other  days." 

On  the  seconil  of  May,  1S49,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  .\m- 
erica,  with  his  wife  and  a  married 
daughter,  received  a  visit  of  respect 
from  one  wlio  had  been  a  member  of 
Congress  from  Pennsylvania  but  had 
recently  been  appointed  by  him  the 
Governor  of  a  new  territory  which  had 
been   enacted  by  an  act  of  Congress. 

*  The  substance  of  .m  ailU/ess  to  the  ofticcrs 
and  troops  of  the  Third  United  States  Infantry, 
at  Fort  Snelling,  on  March  ijtli,  1SS9,  by  VA- 
ward  D.  NcOl,  D.D.,of  St.  Paul,  ilinn-ijia, 
the  wcll-knotvn  historian. 
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The  President  was  Zachary  Taylor, 
and  the  visitor  was  Alexander  Ramsey, 
the  first  Governor  of  Minnesota  Ter- 
ritory, who  v.-as  about  to  leave  for  his 
post  of  duty,  then  an  insignificant 
hamlet,  designated  by  law  as  the  capi- 
tal, called  St.  Paul,  on  the  verge  of 
the  military  reservation  of  Fort  Snel- 
ling, where  the  President  had  once 
been  t'le  commanding  officer. 

As  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor  of  the 
First  Unite,!  States  Infantry  in  1S29,  he 
was  on  duty  at  this  fort,  and  it  is  note- 
worthy that  he  had  once  been  Major 
of  the  Third  infantry  now  represented 
here.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the  Fort  he 
found  a  former  officer  of  the  Third  In- 
fantry, Lawrence  Taliaferro,  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  resigned,  to  receive  the 
appointment  as  the  first  Indian  agent 
for  the  Sioux.  Taylor  was  admirably 
adapted  for  his  positicm  among  Indian 
tribes.  He  had  during  the  war  of 
1S12-1 5  a  large  experience  in  fighting 
hostile  Indians,  and  had  shown  him- 
self somewhat  rough  but  ever  ready  for 
emergencies.  Under  his  surveillance 
it  was  difficult  for  an  Indian  or  a  white 
rascal  to  smuggle  wliisky  into  the  In- 
dian country. 

After  a  long  and  dreary  winter,  with 
only  an  occasional  mail  brought  up  on 
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the  ice  from  the  distant  Prairie-du- 
Chien,  upon  the  i4th_  of  May,  1S29, 
there  was  more  than  usual  stir  at  the 
Fort,  caused  by  black  smoke  standing 
like  a  pillar  of  cloud  a  fcv/  miles 
below. 

The  steamboat /oj-c/ZiiV^f  had  reached 
a  point  on  the  Mississippi  near  where 
the  City  Hospital  of  St.  Paul  has  been 
built,  and  was  there  delayed  by  the 
breaking  of  some  of  its  machinery. 
Before  bed-time  it  reached  the  landing 
and  brought  letters  to  the  Fort  from 
distant  friends,  creating  much  pleasure. 
Among  the  passengers  was  the  new 
sutler  Alexander  Culbertson,  •  and  a 
Polish  Count  journeying  for  informa- 
tion cgnceniing  the  Indians. 

As  a  large  number  of  Sioux  had 
congregated,  the  Indian  Agent,  for  the 
gratification  of  the  Count  encouraged 
the  Indians  to  engage  in  an  exciting 
ball  play. 

During  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain    the   only   Sioux   chief  who   re- 


shot  in  retaliation  for  violence  com- 
mitted on  Hole  in  the  Day's  party 
while  visiting  the  Fort. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1S29,  there  was 
an  impressive  scene.  About  one  hun- 
dred of  the  relatives  of  the  Sioux  killed 
by  the  Ojibways,  painted  black,  ar- 
rived, and  impressively  danced  the 
peace  dance,  after  which  they  threw  off 
their  mourning.  They  danced  around 
an  uncooked  dog  huug  upon  a  stake, 
and  each  dancer,  as  lie  passed,  would 
take  a  bite. 

On  the  15th  of  June  the  chief,  who 
lived  in  the  vicinity  of  wliat  is  now  the 
city  of  St.  Paul,  named  Petit  Corbeau, 
or  "  Little  Crow,"  visited  the  fort.  He 
was  now  about  si.Kty-five  years  old  and 
had  been  very,  prominent.  He  signed 
the  treaty  in  1S05  made  witli  Lieut. 
Pike  in  the  island  above  St.  Paul  which 
is  still  known  as  Pike's  Island,  but  in 
the  last  war  with  Great  Britain  had 
shown  great  hostility  to  the  Americans. 

The   British   officer  in   command  at 


mained  true  to  the  American   tlag  was      Prairie  du  Chien  on  the  ist  of  Septem- 


Aile  Rouge,  or  Red  Wing,  whose  band 
lived  at  the  head  of  Lake  Pepin  where 
the  city  which  bears  his  name  has 
been  built.  About  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Josephine  the  old  man 
•  died,  and  a  delegation  came  to  tlie 
Fort  to  announce  his  departure.  After 
several  conferences  in  the  presence  of 
the  Indian  .A.gent,  they  elected  his 
step-son  Wah-koo-tah  his  successor. 

Great  excitement  had  existed  among 
the  Sioux  since  1827  because  Colonel 
Snelling  that  year  had  delivered  four 
of  their  number  to  the  Ojibways  to  be 


ber  iSr4,  sent  a  messenger  to  hold  his 
band  in  readiness  to  run  down  and 
attack  the  American  troops.  On  the 
zSth  of  the  month,  with  one  hundred 
warriors  and  their  families,  he  reported, 
and  expressed  his  wish  "  to  cut  down 
everything  American  that  he  found  in 
the  roads,  no  matter  what  weight  or 
size." 

After  peace  was  declared  he  soon 
became  a  friendly  Indian.  As  he  was 
now  very  old  he  cam.e  up  to  the  fort  to 
make  a  s(jrt  of  farewell  speech,  and  in 
it  he   said  to  the  agent :    "My  Father! 
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I  am  getting  old  and  the  day  is  at  hand 
when  I  must  follow  all  the  old  people 
in  the  grave,  but  my  people  will  speak 
of  me  and  my  counsels,  and  you  will 
know  that  they  have  been  good,  for 
since  the  last  war  (1S12-1S15),  I  have 
listened  to  the  Americans,  and  have  no 
cause  to  repent  having  followed  their 
advice.  .  .  .  My  Father!  a  few 
more  words  and  I  have  done.  I  was 
the  first  man  to  take  thirty  of  my  men 
and  visit  your  people  after  the  war.  I 
returned  home  and  then  made  one 
more  trip  to  the  British  but  have  not 
done  the  same  thing  since  you  came 
among  us  ten  years  ago." 

On  the  i2th  of  July,  1829,  Col. 
Taylor  leffr'for  Fort  Crawford  at  Prairie 
du  Chien.  His  interesting  daughters 
had  enlivened  the  society  of  the  post, 
and  the  assistant  surgeon,  R.  C.  Wood, 
after  the  boat  which  carried  them  away 
was  out  of  sight  felt  as  if  the  walls  of 
his  heart  "would  cave  in.  It  was  not 
surprising  that  early  in  September  he 
obtained  leave  of  absence  to  visit  Fort 
Crawford  in  an  open  boat,  and  that  he 
should  return  before  the  close  of  the 
month  with  a  lovely  bride  by  his  side, 
the  daughter  of  Col.  Zachary  Tavlor. 
When  the  insurgents,  in'  1S61,  fired 
upon  Fort  Sumter,  leading  to  a  gigan- 
tic civil  war,  the  young  surgeon  of  1S29 
became  Assistant  Surgeon-General  of 
the  United  States,  while  his  son  joined 
the  insurgents  and  was  the  commander 
of  the  Tallahassee ,  one  of  its  privateers. 

When  Col.  Taylor  went  to  Fort 
Crawford  another  daughter  was  per- 
suaded by  a   young   lieutenant,  Jeffer- 


son Davis,  to  run  away  and  marry  him, 
and  he  became  the  President  of  the 
so-called  Confederacy. 

The  summer  of  the  year  1S29  vas 
remarkable  for  the  little  rain.  The 
upper  Alississippi  river  was  a  succes- 
sion of  sand  bars.  There  was  no  ar- 
rival of  steamboats ;  and  when  the 
garrison  was  reduced  to  the  last  barrel 
of  flour,  on  tb.e  aSth  of  July,  a  keel 
boat  arrived  with  supplies  which  had 
been  sixty  days  in  coming  up  from  St. 
Louis. 

A  sad  incident  occurred  about  this 
time.  Tash-u-no-tah  was  a  fair  look- 
ing yoiing  Sioux  widow.  Three  years 
before  she  was  one  of  a  hunting  party 
caught  in  a  violent  snow-storm  on  a 
wide  pr;urie.  As  far  as  practicable 
they  buried  themselves  in  snow-drifts 
to  keep  from  freezing,  but  the  storm 
was  long  and  they  were  without  pro- 
visions. The  husband,  father  and 
babe  of  Tash-u-no-tah  died  from  ex- 
posure. Under  the  pressure  of  star\a- 
tion  she  ate  her  babe  and  the  arms  of 
her  father.  The  survivors  were  at 
length  reached  by  some  Canadian 
voyageurs  who  brought  supplies,  but 
Tash-u-no-tah  never  could  forget  that 
she  had  fed  on  her  father  and  dead 
infant,  and  her  mind  was  weakened.  ' 
One  day  in  September,  1S29,  she  came 
into  Capt.  Jouett's  house  and  nervously 
taking  him  by  his  coat  collar  asked 
if  he  knew  which  was  the  best  portion 
of  a  man  to  eat.  Surprised  at  the 
question,  he  said.  No!  and  she  then 
replied:  "the  arms."  Looking  at  his 
servant,  she  asked  for  a  piece   of   her, 
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as  she  was  "  so  nice  and  fat."  Her 
insanity  was  more  violent  after  this, 
and  in  a  few  days  she  dashed  herself 
from  the  bluffs  into  the  Mississippi 
river. 

The  picturesque  round  house  in 
front  of  the  headquarters  of  the  com- 
mandant,' which  has  recently  been 
taken  down,  was  built  about  this  time. 
General  E.  P.  Gaines  as  Inspector 
General  had  in  October,  1827,  recom- 
mended to  the  War  Department  the 
building  of  a  tower  sufficiently  high  to 
command  the  elevations  and  undula- 
ting prairie  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Minnesota  rivers,  and  by  a  block- 
house on  the  cliff  near  the  command- 
ant's liouse  to  secure  more  efficiently 
the  boat  landing  at  opposite  banks  of 
the  river. 

The  first  visit  of  ecclesiastics  at  the 
Fort  was  in  September,  1S29,  and  they 
were  courteously  treated  by  Capt.  J. 
H.  Gule,  then  in  command.  They 
were  the  Rev.  Alvin  Coe  and  Rev.  J. 
D.  Stevens.  They  had  come  in  be- 
half of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  .Mis- 
sions to  select  sites  for  agricultural 
and  mission  schools.  Mr.  Coe  on 
Sunday,  September  6th,  preached 
twice,  and  the  next  night  had  a  meet- 
ing at  the  quarters  of  the  command- 
ing officer.  The  Indian  Agent  had 
commenced  an  agricultural  establish- 
ment among  the  Sioux  at  Lake  Cal- 
houn which  in  compliment  to  the  the» 
Secretary  of  War  he  called  Eaton- 
ville,  and  this  he  offered  to  the  mis- 
sionaries if  they  saw  fit  to  occupy. 
The   missionaries   remained  about  two 


weeks  seeking  for  information  and  then 
returned.  Coe  had  passed  se\eral 
years  among  the  Ojibways,  and  al- 
thuiigh  not  intellectually  bright  was 
truly  good.  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft, 
the  well-known  author,  when  Indian 
Agent  at  Sault  Ste  Marie,  wrote:  "Of 
the  disinterested  nature  and  character 
of  this  man's  benevolence  for  the  In- 
dian races,  no  man  knowing  him  ever 
doubted.  Since  his  arrival  at  Sault 
Ste  Marie,  in  1822,  he  has  been  liter- 
ally going  about  doing  good.  In  his 
zeal  to  shield  them  from  the  arts  of 
petty  traders  he  has  often  gone  so  far 
as  to  incur  their  ill-will  and  provoke 
the  slanderous  tongues  of  some  few 
people.  Wiser  in  some  senses  and 
more  prudent  people  in  their  wordly 
affairs  probably  exist,  but  no  man  of 
a  purer,  simpler,  and  more  exalted 
faith." 

The  only  encounter  of  any  magni- 
tude between  United  States  troops  and 
Indians  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi  was  the  battle  with  Black 
Hawk,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bad 
Axe  river.  On  the  ist  of  August,  1832, 
the  steamer  Warrior.  Capt.  Throck- 
morton, left  Prairie  du  Chien  with  a 
company  of  Unitctl  States  soldiers 
ui'.der  Eieut.  Kingsbury,  and  a  six- 
pounder  cannon.  Just  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Bad  Axe  river  Black 
Hawk  was  found  escaping  from  the 
troops  on  land  commanded  by  Ccn. 
Atkinson.  It  is  said  that  the  Indians 
fired  at  the  steamboat  and  the  cannon 
repiicil  with  effect.  .As  firewood  gave 
out  the   boat   returned    to    Prairie  du 
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Chein  for  fuel,  and  then  returned  m 
find  that  tlie  United  States  troops  haj) 
arrived  by  land  and  driven  the  Indians 
across  the  Mississippi.  Col.  Zachary 
Taylor  employed  the  stednilboat  to 
carry  his  troops  across  the  Mississippi 
and  charge  the  fleeing  IndTans. 

Wapashaw  and  a  band  of  Sioux  in 
the  employ  of  the  United.  States  con- 
tinued pursuit  and  killed  and  captured 
a  number  of  Black  -LIuwk's  warriors, 
women  and  children. 

Black  Hawk  and  some  chiefs  escapeck 
during  the  conflict  but  were  soi^n 
brought  in  as  prisoners  by-*'riendly 
Wrnnebagoes  and  carried  to  Col. 
Taylor  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 

The  steamboat  Warrior  from  thence 
took  the  prisoners  to  Gen.  Scott  at 
Rock  Island.  The  young  officers  in 
charge  were  Lieut.  Robert  Anderson 
and  Lieut.  Jefferson  Davis.  Anderson 
a  few  weeks  before  had,  in  Illinois, 
mustered  rnto  the  volunteer  service,  a 
private  named  Abraham  Lincoln.  A 
Lieut.  J.  J.  Abercroinbie,  after  whom 
Fort  AbercTombie,  in  Minnesota,  v,-as 
named,  was  also  in  the  Bad  Axe  battle. 

A  digression  may  be  here  permitted. 
When  I  was  nearly  ten  years  of  age,  in 
the  summer  of  1S33,  when  coming 
from  school  with  some  classmates,  a 
crowd  was  seen  around  a  hotel  On 
Third  near  Chestnut  street  in  Phila- 
delphia. Hurrying  there  we  were  told 
that  Black  Hawk  and  his  fellow  pris- 
oners were  tlien  at  dinner  on  their  way 
from  Washington  to  New  York.  Climb- 
ing up  to  the  dining-room  window,  I 
looked  in  and  saw  the  painted  warriors, 


little  supposing  that  the  whole  of  my 
,  -professional  life  would  be  passed  in 
-•th-e  region  above  the  Bad  Axe  battle- 
field. In  i?6i  I  happened  to  be  in 
"PJiiladelphia  and  witnessed  a  great 
procession  escorting  an  army  officer  in 
an  open  barouche  through  a  forest  of 
waving  flags  and  handkerchiefs,  who 
bad  come  from  \Vashingtou,  where  he 
Iial  been  in  close  conference  with  the 
'■'President  of  the  United  States.  It 
_  jv:as  the  hero  of  Fort  Sumter,  the  Lieut. 
Anderson  of  1S33;  the  President  whom 
he  had  called  upon  was  the  Abraham 
-Lincoln  whom  he  had  mastered  in  as  a 
private  soldier  ;  and  the  rebellion 
against  the  Republic,  which  had  just 
begun,  had  chosen  as  its  executive,  his 
associate  in  guarding  Black  Hawk  from 
P?airie  Du  Chien,  Jefferson  Davis,  who 
had  eloped  as  a  young  man  with  one 
of  Col.  Zachary  Taylor's  daughters, 
and  married  her,  to  the  sorrow  of  her 
parents. 

The  first  regiment  tendered  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  for  the  suppression  of 
the  Rebellion  was  by  Gov.  Ramsey  of 
Minnesota,  who  happened  to  be  in 
Washington  when  the  news  of  the  firing 
upon  Fort  Suiutcr  arrived  ;  and  within 
the  walls  of  Fort  Snelling  this  regiment 
was  organized,  and  from  hence  hurried 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  As  the 
advance  of  Sumner's  division  on  Satur- 
day afternoon.  May  31st,  iS('>;,  they 
waded  through  the  fields  covered  by 
the  waters  of  the  overflowing  Cliicka- 
hominy,  crossing  a  shaking  bridge  and 
checked  the  enemy.  After  sunset,  and 
before  the  battle  ceased,  a   staff  officer 
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of  the  First  Miunesuui  tioticed  a  gmy- 
haired  officer  on  horseback,  without 
any  cap,  being  led  off  the  field.  lie 
had  been  hit  by  a  bullet  and  was 
slightly  dazed.  He  was  Gen.  Aber- 
crornbie,  another  lieutenant  who,  in 
1832,  had  been  in  tlie  battle  of  Bad 
Axe. 

After  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Major 
John  Bliss  was  the  couiniandant  at  Fort 
Snelling.  and  had  led  his  regiment  in 
the  last  conflict  witli  Black  Hawk^ 
When  a  captain,  in  July,  1S14,  he  liarl 
been  wounded,  at  the  l.iattle  of  Niagara 
Falls,  and  in  iSiS,  had  been  command- 
ant of  cadet.s  at  West  Point.  At  tliis 
period  tlie  first  permanent  Christian  mis- 
sion am*ng  the  Siou.x  was  commenced. 
Shea,  in  his  interesting  history  of  the 
Roman  Catliolic  Missions  in  North 
America,  mentions  the  fact  that  tlie 
priests  of  his  Church  had  never  estab- 
lished any  mission  among  the  Sioux  of 
Minnesota. 

The  first  white  ui.m  who  resolved  to 
cast  in  his  lot  with  the  Sioux  to  im- 
prove their  physical  antl  moral  condi- 
tion, Samuel  W.  Pond,  is  still  living  a 
few  miles  from  Fort  Snelling.  When  a 
school  teacher  at  Galena,  Illinois,  he 
found  a  man  keeping  a  groggery,  who 
had  once  dwelt  in  the  Selkirk  settle- 
ments of  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  learnerl 
that  the  Sioux,  or  Dakotahs.  had  never 
received  any  help  from  Christian  peo- 
ple. As  the  teacher  thought  of  this, 
the  desire  increased  to  go  to  this  tribe 
and  live  a  life  of  a  different  pattern 
from  that  which  had  b  ;en  exiiibited  bv 
the  white  teacher  who  peddled  gewgaws 


for  the  e;:rs.  paints  for  the  face  and 
body,  firewater  for  the  stomach,  and 
lived  with  an  Indian  concubine. 

He  Avrote  to  a  younger  brother. 
Gideon,  v.-ho  lived  in  Connecticut,  in- 
forming him  of  his  project  and  invit- 
ing him  to  be  an  associate.  The 
brother  accepted  the  invitation.  By  a 
hard  and  long  journey,  partly  on  foot 
by  way  of  Pittsburgh,  Gideon,  in  the 
spring  of  7*^.14.  reached  Galena,  and 
the  young  men.  provided  witli  little 
silver  and  fr-w  coats  for  their  journey, 
with  no  friends  at  the  landing  to  weep 
at  their  departure,  embarked  on  a 
steamboat;  and  on  the  6th  of  May. 
arrived  at  Fort  Snelling,  where  there 
happened  to  be.  on  business,  the  Rev. 
W.  T.  Bontwell,  a  friend  of  Henry  R. 
Schoolcraft,  who  had  accompanied  him 
in  iS_^2  tci  the  sources  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  since  1833  had  been  the  first 
Christian  missionary  ever  settled  among 
the  Ojibways  west  of  Lake  Superior. 
Bontwell.  like  Pond,  still  lives,  and 
they  are  now  the  two  oldest  white  resi- 
dents in  the  state  of  Minnesota. 

Soon  after  the  stcandioat  sti^ppcd  ar 
the  fort.  Major  Bliss  sent  an  orderly 
with  the  reipiest  tliat  they  should 
appear  before  iiini  and  report  the 
object  of  their  coming. 

The  mandate  was  uheyt.-d  and  Major 
Bliss  told  theni  that  it  \\as  his  duty  to 
exclude  friim  the  Indian  countrv  all 
persons  not  authorized  to  reside  there. 
The  elder  Pond  realized  tlie  situation, 
but  showed  letters  from  the  Presl.>y- 
terian  minister  at  Galena  and  other 
respectable  persons,  which  were  entirely 
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satisfactory  ns  to  their  personal  char- 
acter. "What  are  your  phins?"  he 
asked,  afld  was  told.  "Only  to  help 
the  Inrlians." 

^  The  Major  tlien  said  that  the  Ka- 
posia  Sioux  living  in  what  has  become 
the  suburbs  of  St.  Paul  had  a  plow  and 
some  oxen  but  could  not  use  them,  and 
an  arrangement  was  made  that  Samuel 
Pond  should  go  down  and  spend  a 
little  time  there  in  teaching  them  how- 
to  plow. 

The  Major  and  his  wife  became 
much  interested  in  the  bright-minded 
and  simple  hearted  young  men.  After 
Samuel  came  back  from  Kaposia  the 
brothers  told  the  Indian  Agent  at  the 
Fort  their  project.  He  ad\'ised  them 
to  settle  at  Lake  Calhoun.  In  time 
they  built  a  rude  log  hut.  Major 
Taliaferre  presented  them  with  an 
•axe,  lock,  and  a  window  sash.  Major 
Bliss  .gave  them  some  potatoes  to 
plant  and  his  wife  presented  a  ham. 
The  Indian  agent  oifered  a  stove,  hut 
they  (lid, not  wish  too  many  favors  and 
preterred  to  build  a  tlre-place.  Nii 
immigrants  e\er  entered  Minnesota 
with  a  lighter  and  more  cheerful  spirit. 

During  the  journey  to  Fort  Snelling 
the  boat  stopped  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 
The  young  men  were  anxious  to  learn 
the  Dakotah  language.  Some  iron  was 
on  the  wharf,  and  a  Sioux  was  asked 
its  name  and  he  said  ■"  Maza."  This 
was   the   llrst  word    iu    the    vocabulary 


which  jrrew   ti 


the  quarto  Dakotah 
)v  the    Smithsonian 


lexicon    publish 
Institute. 

As  soon    as    the    young   men  learned 


to  sav  in  Dakotah  •■  What  is  the  nanu- 
of  this?"  they  rapidly  advanced  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  language.  They 
found  no  difriculty  witli  the  vowel 
sounds  which  were  the  same  as  in  Eng- 
lish, but  wore  puzzled  bv  the  conson- 
ant sounds,  and  made  an  alphabet  to 
represent  the  sounds  ch  and  sh. 

Lieut.  E.  A.  Ogden,  who  was  at  the 
Fort  when  they  arrived  had  with  the 
aid  of  Scott  Campbell,  the  Sioux  in- 
terpreter, niaile  a  small  vocabulary 
which  he  gave  to  the  elder  Pond. 

In  the  spring  of  1835  two  ordained 
missionariesof  the  Presbyterian  church, 
the  Rev.  T.  S.  Williamson,  M.  D.,and 
the  Re\-.  I.  D.  Stevens,  arrived  at  the 
Fort.  Williamson  was  a  native  of 
South  Carolina,  and  early  in  the  pres- 
ent century  with  his  father  moved  to 
Ohio  where  the  family  .slaves  were  ser 
free.  In  the  classics  he  graduated 
at  Jefferson  College,  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  1824  after  studying  medicine 
received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  \'ak' 
College.  For  nine  years  he  was  a  care- 
ful physician  at  Ripley.  Ohio,  arid 
then  studied  theology  and  was  or- 
dained as  an  Indian  missionary. 

On  the  2<)tn  of  May,  1835,  the  lirst 
marriage  in  .\!innesota  by  a  clergyman 
took'place  at  Fort  Snelling.  Lieut.  K. 
.\.  Ogden  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Eliza  Edrci.  the  daughter  of  Capt.  C. . 
A.   Looniis.  by    the    Rev.    Dr.  William- 

In  June.  1S35.  the  first  church  in 
.Minnestota  was  organized  at  the  Fort. 
consisting  of  about  twent\  members. 
In  accordance  with   I'reshvterian  politv 
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Capt.  ("7.  A.  l.ooniis  was  elected  0:1c  of 
the  elders,  and  (in  the  14th  of  the 
month  the  first  communion  service  was 
hilj  in  one  of  the  company  rooms. 
Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Stevens  preached  from  a 
text  in  the  first  epistle  of  Peter:  "  For 
ye  were  as  sheep  going  astray,  but  are 
now  returned  unto  the  shepherd  and 
bishop  of  your  souls."  Lieut.  E.  .-V. 
Ogden,  by  the  side  of  his  brid-.r,  par- 
took of  his  first  communion  on  That  day. 

Major  Bliss  was  desirous  thatSanuiel 
Pond  shoidd  become  the  private  tutor 
of  his  son,  i)ut  ivhile  he  appreciated 
the  confidence  manifested  he  felt 
obiiged  to  decline  as  it  wouKl  inter- 
fere with  his  work  for  the  Sioux. 

Six  mgnths  after  the  Ponds'  arrival 
<:ame  Henry  H.  Sibley,  who  had  been 
a  clerk  of  the  Fur  Company  at  Macki- 
naw, to  occupy  the  trading  post  at  New 
Hope,  now  Mendota,  which  had  been 
filled  by  .Alexes  Uailly.  The  first 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Minnesota  was 
Lawrence  Taliferro.  the  Indian  .\gent. 
and  he  officiated  at  several  marriage 
ceremon?es  among  the  voyageurs. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1835.-  the 
steamboat  W'arrwr  arrived  with  sup- 
plies, and  several  tourists,  among  others 
Catlin  the  artist,  ami  George  W".  Jones. 
who  subsequently  represented  li.wa  in 
the  United  States  Senate. 

Ori  tile  16th  of  July  the  Wurrwr 
again  .  aniL-  up  from  St.  Louis,  and 
among  the  passengers  were  Robert  Pat- 
terson, a  ])rominent  merchant  of  Phila- 
'lelphia,  and  his  daughter.  His  name 
is  recorded  in  liistory  as  the  Major- 
Oeiieral  of  Volunteers  in  the  Civil  War. 


who  was  subjected  to  criticism  because 
some  thought  he  ought  to  have  pre- 
vented the  Confederate  troops  under 
Gen.  Joh'ison.  in  July,  jSfii,  from 
reaching  the  battlefield  of  Bidl  Run. 

On  the  29th  of  this  month  Agent 
Taliaferro,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
married  a  man  named  Godfrey  to 
Sophia,  daughter  of  .-Vbraham  Perry,  a 
squatter  on  the  military  reserve  v/ho 
had  come  down  from  Lord  Selkirk's 
colony  in  the  valley  of  the  Red  River 
of  the  North.  George  W.  Feather 
stoneb.iugh,  a  geologist, .arrived  at  the 
Fort  on  the  i3th  of  September.  He 
was  a  conceited  and  ill-bred  English- 
man, as  ht?  indicated  in  a  book  pub- 
lished in  London  called  "  A  Canoe 
Voyage  I'.p  the  Miiinay  Sotor." 

(jn  the  26th  of  November,  CoL 
Samuel  C.  Stamburgh,  a  new  sutler, 
arrived.  He  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1S29  came  to  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin,  as  an  Indian  .Agent,  and  in 
r830  went  with  a  delegation  i>f  Menom- 
onees  to  Washington.  His  official 
course  did  not  give  satisfaction,  and  he 
procured  a  sutler's  appointment. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1S36, 
.Major  Taliaferro  married  Fanny,  an- 
other daughter  of  Perry,  to  Charles 
Mosseau.  The  first  boat  this  year  ar- 
rived on  the  Sth  of  May  and  was  the 
Missouri  Fulton  ;  to  the  regret  of  all, 
.Major  Bliss  left  in  this  boat.  His  suc- 
cessor was  Lieut. -Colonel  William 
Davenport,  a  native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, who  had  served  in  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  had  been  in 
the  battle  of  Bad  Axe, 
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On  the  2nd  of  July  the  distinf;iiished 
French  astronomer  employed  by  the 
United  States  to  make  a  geoiojjical  sur- 
vey came  to  tlie  fort  and  inip-c;sed  all 
by  his  unaffected  bearing  and  high 
moral  character.  By  his  own  exertions 
he  had  ascended,  step  by  step,  the 
ladder  of  fame.  Before  he  was  ten 
years  of  age  poverty  compelled  him  to 
the  life  of  a  strolling  musician.  He 
was  then  taken  by  a  watchmaker,  with 
whom  he  lived  until  he  w?s  eighteen 
years  old  and  occupied  his  leisure  in 
studying  mathematics.  In  time  he  was 
a  teacher  in  Paris  in  the  college  of 
"Louis  le  Grand."  About  1820  he 
became  known  for  his  a'stronomical  in- 
vestigatkjns  and  in  18:5  received  the 
decoration  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 
Although  poor,  he  maintained  his  in- 
tegrity. 

Major  Taliaferro,  in  his  Journal, 
under  date  of  July  12,  1836,  wrote: 
"Mr.  iVicoUett  on  a  visit  to  the  post 
for  scientific  research,  and  at  present 
in  my  family,  has  shown  me  the  late 
work  of  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft  on  the 
discovery  of  the  source  of  tlic  Mississ- 
ippi, which  claim  is  ridiculous  in  the 
extreme." 

Taliaferro  refers  to  the  fact  then  well 
known  that  there  were  streams   beyond 

(To  be  a 
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Elk   Lake,  or   Itasca,  and    which    werc 
known  to  Indian  traders. 

On  the  27th  of  the  month  Nicnriett 
began  his  journey  to  the  sources  of  the 
Mississippi.  He  passed  three  days  in 
examining  the  rivulets  beyond  Elk  or 
Itaska  lake.  In  his  report  to  the 
United  States  Government  he  wrote  : 
••  I  visited  the  whole  of  them. 
There  is  one  remarkable  above  the 
others  inasmuch  as  its  course  is  longer 
and  its  waters  more  abundant;  so.  in 
obedience  to  the  geographical  rule  that 
the  sources  of  a  river  are  those  that  are 
most  distant  from  its  mouth,  this  creek 
is  truly  the  infant  Mississippi,  and  all 
others  beiow  it  feeders  and  tributaries." 

On  the  i2th  of  September,  1S36, 
at  the  hut  of  Olive  Cratte,  a  squatter 
on  the  reservation.  Major  Taliaferro 
married  Jane,  a  half-breed  daughter  of 
Duncan  Graham,  to  James  Wells,  a 
trader,  who  was  a  member  of  one  of  the 
!irst  legislative  assemblies  of  the  state 
of  Minnesota. 

Gen.  Croghan.  as  Inspector-General, 
on  October  6th  was  at  the  fort  on  an 
official  visit,  and  the  next  night  the 
Thespian  association  played  in  his 
presence  ''Monsieur  Tonson  "  and  the 
"Village  Lawyer." 

EuwARD   D.    Neill. 

ntinued.) 


JUDGE    WESTCOTT    WILKIX. 

The   Wilkin    family,  from  which  the      AVales  to  Ireland   whence,  in  the  course 

subject  of  this  sketch  descended,  is   of      of    time,   they   came    to  America    and 

Welsh  origin.      In  the  seventeenth  cen-      settled    on   a  tract   of    laud  where   are 

tury     his     ancestors    emigrated  .  from      now  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Ulster 
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ill  the  state  i)f  New  York,  wherL-  their 
ilcscendants  genenillv  remaineil  until 
within  the  last  half  century. 

Jud!»e  Wilkin's  grantlfather  was  Gen. 
James  W.  Wilkin,  who  was  an  ardent 
friend  and  supporter  of  De  Witt 
Clinton,  and  was  prominent  in  public 
life.  He  held  important  offices  in  New 
V'ork  and  also  served  his  state  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Judge  Wilkin  is  the  son  of  the  Hon. 
Samuel  J.  Wilkin  (now  deceased),  who 
was  distinguished  as  a  lawyer,  promin- 
ent in  political  affairs -shaving  held 
many  offices  of  distinction  in  the  state 
of  New  York — and  also  served  as.  a 
member  of  Congress  during  the  Ad- 
ministration *of  Gen.  Jackson  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  His  mother 
was  Sarah  Gale  Westcott.  a  daughter  of 
David  Manderville  \Vestcott,  a  man 
prominent  in  his  day  as  a  Jeffersonian 
Democrat.  .Mrs.  Wilkin  was  a  woman 
of  tine  culture,  gentle  nature,  and  pos- 
sessed remarkabl}-  strong  intellectual 
powers.  She  was  the  friend  and  ad- 
viser of  the  poor  and  aftiicted.  She 
was  much  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
lier,  and  revered  for  her  good  works. 
She  was  a  devoted  member  of,  and  was 
highly  honored  by  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  If  there  is  anything  in  hered- 
ity Judge  Wilkin  is  legitimately  entitled 
to  all  the  esteem  and  to'.'e  he  enjays 
and  the  many  honors  that  have  been 
bestowed  upon  him  by  his  fellow- 
citizens.  We  attach  \ery  little  conse- 
<iuence  to  ancestry  in  this  land  of  in- 
dependent action  and  self-reliance,  but 
in  the  opinion  of  the  author  there  can  be 


no  more  valuable  inheritance  to  an 
.\merican  )i)uth  than  the  teachings  and 
ex.-fli][)le  of  an  upright  and  honorable 
father  and  a  refined  and  religious 
mother.  To  be  born  and  reared  a 
gentleman,  in  tlie  true  meaning  of  that 
much  abused  word,  is  of  immeasur- 
ably greater  value  than  to  be  the 
offspring  of  Croesus. 

Judge  Wilkiu  was  born  on  the  4th 
day  uf  January,  1S24,  at  the  town  of 
Goshen,  in  the  state  of  New  York  ;  and 
he  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  which  in 
those  days  were  far  inferior,  in  the 
mere  point  of  imparting  learning,  to 
the  common  schools  of  to-day  ;  but 
perhaps  in  the  broader  sense  of  in- 
stilling education,  were  fully  their 
equals  if  not  their  superiors.  Passing 
this  period  he  studied  at  home  under 
private  tutors  for  a  short  time  and  was 
then  sent  to  the  grainmar  school  of 
Columbia  college,  then  under  the 
direction  of  the  celebrated  Prof. 
.\nthon.  From  this  school  he  entered 
Princeton  college,  from  which. institu- 
tion of  learning  both  his  father  and 
grandfather  !)ad  received  their  collegi- 
ate degrees.  Princeton  at  that  time 
was  far  below  its  present  position  in 
material  endowments,  and  perhaps  in 
educational  advantages;  but  it  is  re- 
membered with  gratitude  and  affection 
by  those  who  were  subject  to  its  high 
moral  and  intellectual  influences,  and 
received  the  benefits  of  its  efiRcient 
training,  .\fter  the  usual  collegiate 
course  of  study  the  Judge  graduated 
with  a  very  respectable    standing  in  his 
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class,  but  without  marked  honors,  and 
shortly  after  comnienceii  the  study  of 
the  law  ire  the  office  of  his  father.  wh(3 
was  then  associated  in  practise  with 
Joseph  \V.  Gott,  a  gentleman  still  re- 
membered for  his  great  ability  as  a 
lawyer  and  his  high  character  as  a  man. 
After  three  years  of  study  under  such 
favorable  auspices,  his  professional 
education  was  supplemented  by  a  course 
at  the  Yale  Law  School.  Having  been 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  he  commenced 
practice  at  Monticello,  in  Sullivan  Co. 
Having  entered  the  actual  arena  of 
professional  life,  it  was  not  long  before 
the  judicial  characteristics  of  his  mind 
and  his  thorough  equipment  as  a 
law3-er  aild  a  gentleman,  were  recog- 
nized, and  after  a  few  years  of  practice 
at  the  Bar  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the 
County-  Court  of  Sullivan  county,  an 
office  of  much  importance,  to  which, 
in  addition  to  its  civil  and  criminal 
jurisdiction,  were  attached  the  rfsp;->n- 
sible  duties  of  Probate  Judge  ;  so  well 
did  he  perform  the  judicial  functions 
he  had  assumed,  and  so  generally  were 
his  good  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
recognized,  that  before  he  had  com- 
pleted his  judicial  term  he  was  brought 
out  by  his  friends  as  a  candidate  for 
Congress  for  the  district  composed  of 
Orange  and  Sullivan  counties,  but 
failed  of  a  nomination  in  tlie  conven- 
tion by  a  very  close  vote,  no  doubt 
from  his  retiring  and  unself-asserting 
disposition.  The  adverse  result  was 
undoubtedly  an  "angel  in  disguise," 
and  the  author  heartily  congratulates 
the  Judge  and  the  state  of    Minnesota 


upon  the  ac:ion  of  that  coiu  ention,  not 
that  our  subject  would  not  have  made 
an  excellent  Representative.  but 
because  his  entry  into  political  life 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  deprived 
the  state  of  Minnesota  of  his  valuable 
judicial  work  since  performed,  and 
himself  of  the  great  and  lasting  dis- 
tinction he  has  achieved  as  a  jurist. 

As  the  close  of  his  term  of  office  as 
County  Ji;dge  he  was  again  nominated 
for  the  position.  The  Know-Nothirig 
excitement  was  then  prevailing.  Many 
uf  his  political  and  personal  friends 
united -themselves  to  the  Know-Nothing 
party.  The  Judge  refused  to  follow 
them,  and  after  an  exciting  contest 
he  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority. 

The  Judge's  brother,  the  late  Col. 
Alexander  Wilkin,  at  a  very  early  da)- 
in  the  history  of  Minnesota,  had  emi- 
grated to  that  territory,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1856  he  induced  tlie  Judge  to 
follow  him.  and  held  out  to  him  a 
partnership  with  I.  V.  D.  Heard,  who 
was  then  established  in  practice  in  St. 
Paul,  and  had  at  that  early  day  well 
begun  the  honorable  and  successful 
career  that  has  crowned  his  profes- 
sional efforts.  He  witnessed  the  phen- 
ominal  •■  boom  "  in  1S56  in  St.  Paul, 
and  languished  through  the  financial 
disaster  of  1S57  and  succeeding  years 
when  money  became  a  thing  of  the 
past,  and  all  commercial  intercourse 
was  carried  on  through  the  medium  of 
butchers'  and  grocers'  tickets,  a  period 
of  stagnation  never  to  be  forgotten  by 
the  old  settlers  and  impossible  of  re- 
currence. 
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A  man  of  the  Judge's  varied  ac-ctmi- 
plishments.  great  learning  and  ability, 
roupled^  with  exalted  worth,  could  not 
long  remain  luiknown  or  unr.cknnwl- 
,  edged  in  a  Western  community.  Tiie 
state  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in 
1S5S,  and  had  to  provide  its  own  'gov- 
ernment and  judiciary.  In  1864  he 
was  nominated  for  the  office  of  District 
Judge  of  the  Secopd  Judicia'  District 
of  the  state,  which  is  a  court  of  gen- 
eral jurisdiction,  and  was.  after  a 
spirited  contest,  w-hich  was  however 
conducted  \^:thout  acrimony,  elected 
by  a  fair  majority.  The  term  of  the 
District  Judges  was  then  seven  years. 
and  he  has  been  renominated  and  re- 
elected jvithout  opposition  on  each  re- 
curring expiration  of  his  term,  and  is 
now  in  his  twenty-fifth  yeiir  of  service 
in  that  capacity.  While  occupying  his 
present  position  he  was  on  one  occa- 
sion, much  against  his  expressed  de- 
sires, fiominated  by  the  Democratic 
party  for  the  otTice  of  Chief  Justice  of 
the  state  in  opposition  to  his  old  friend 
Judge  S".  J.  R.  McMillan,  the  then  in- 
cumbent. The  Democracy  being  irre- 
trievably in  the  minority  he  was  of 
course  defeated. 

The  author,  who  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  legal  profession  for 
nearly  forty  years,  about  eight  of 
which  were  spent  on  the  bench  of 
Minnesota  anil  twenty-eight  at  its 
bar,  feels  justified  in  expressing  an 
opinion  on  the  judicial  qualifications 
of  Judge  Wilkin,  and  is  quite  sure  his 
intinKite  personal  relations  and  friend- 
ship for  him  will    not  influence  his  de- 
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cision.  The  integrity  of  the  Judge  is 
so  deeply  ingrained  in  his  composition 
that  unlike  most  men  he  can  decide  a 
cause  between  his  best  friend  and  hi-; 
worst  enemy,  without  inclining  either 
way  from  the  judicial  perpendicular: 
and  so  careful  and  patient  has 
always  been  his  investigation  of  law 
and  fact  in  the  tliousands  of  in- 
tricate and  important  cases  that  have 
been  decided  by  him,  so  clear  his 
reasoning  to  results,  and  so  just  and 
scientific  his  conclusions,  that  rare  in- 
deed has  been  the  occasion  when  even 
the  defeated  party  could  dissent,  and 
rarer  still  has  such  dissent  resulted  in 
a  reversal  of  his  judgments.  The  only 
complaint  the  author  has  ever  heard  of 
his  judicial  conduct  was  that  he  v.as 
too  painstaking,  cautious  and  delilier- 
ate  in  his  endeavors  to  be  absolutely- 
right.  \\'ith  a  naturally  strong  intel- 
lectual endowment,  thoroughly  trained 
classically  and  professionally,  coupled 
with  an  inborn  and  life-sustained  higii 
sense  of  honor,  and  a  heart  that  has 
■•  charitv  for  all  and  malice  toward 
none,"  what  stronger  equipment  could 
any  man  possess  to  fulfill  successfulh- 
the  exacting  duties  of  a  judge  ?  Judge 
Wilkin  has  them  all  in  an  eminent 
degree. 

In  April.  1S84.  feelin;^  die  need  of 
recreation  after  over  rwenty  years  ot 
uninterrupted  labor  on  the  bench,  the 
Judge  was  induced  to  make  a  journey, 
and  in  company  with  the  author  of  thi> 
sketch  visited  Japan.  China.  India. 
Kgypt  ami  most  of  the  countries  of 
Kurope.   circumnavigating    the    world. 
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which  proved  a  great  restorative  to  his 
health  and  strength.  IJcfore  leaving 
he  expressly  declined  a  renomination 
for  a  further  term,  the  one  he  was  then 
serving  being  about  t>j  expire,  but  S(i 
strong  was  his  hold  upon  the  people  of 
the  district  that  in  his  absence  he  was 
renominated  b)-  the  Democracy,  the 
Repulilicans  acnuiesmg.  and  all  parties 
voted  for  him  at  the  election,  where  he 
was  unanimously  chosen  for  another 
term. 

Before  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican [)arty  Judge  Wilkin  was  a 
Whig,  but  on  the  dissolution  of  that 
party  he  became  a  Democrat  and  has 
always  since  a.cted  with  that  party.  He 
is  too  thouij'htful    a    man   ever   to  be  a 


strong  partisan,  and  his  life-long  judi- 
cial career  has  withdrawn  him  from  any 
active  political  afiiliatioiis  or  associa- 
tions; his  political  principles  l\a\e  how- 
e\er  alwavs  held  liimwitliin  the  Demo-  , 
cratic  fold.  He  lias  ne\  lt  united  with 
any  religious  association  or  denomina- 
tion, but  reared  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  he  still  retains  for  it  the  respect 
and  admiration  with  which  he  became 
imbued  in  his  earlier  years.  It  is  the 
hope  of  this  cor."imonwealth,  in  which 
the  author  heartily  joins,  that  iie  may 
have  before  him  an  e.xtended  career  of 
usefulness  mingled  with  pleasure.  The 
Judge  has  never  yet  married. 

Ch.vs.  E.   Fi..\NnK.\u. 


REMINISCENCES    ()F    THE    THIRTY-SIXTH    AND  THIRTY-SEVENTH 
CONGRESSES, 

BY    JOHN    HUTCHINS,    OF    THE    THEN    TWENTIETH     OHIO    niSTKlCl.  ■,     . 

V. 


.\t  a  meeting  of  the  House,  Decem- 
ber loth,  upon  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  it  appears  tliat  Mr.  Hickman's 
resolution  was  not  entered  upon  the 
journal,  and  Mr.  Hickman  as  a  ques 
tion  of  privilege  claimed  that  the  jour- 
nal should  be  corrected  and  his  reso- 
lution entered  therein,  and  thereupon  a 
long  discussion  took  place  between 
leading  men  in  which  tlie  doctrine  of 
sta^e  rights  and  party  fealty  and  party 
orgaid/^ation  was  talked  about,  and  the 
•'  Impending  Crisis"  was  not  entirely 


omitted.  A  few  brief  extracts  from 
remarks  by  the  representatives  of  the 
slave-holding  states  and  anti-Lecomp- 
ton  Democrats  will  be  given.  On  Mr. 
Flicknia-n's  ett'ort  to  correct  the  jour- 
nal, that  geiUlenaan  claimed  that  the 
resolution  shouhl  go  upon  the  journal 
as  he  had  a  right  to  introduce  it.  Mr. 
Resran.  of    Texas,  insisted  it  could   not 


upon     the    journal 


by 


brute  force  of  numbers  ••  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  gentlemen  the  jjrivilege 
of  voting,  in   the   second  degree   for  a 


ThIRTy-SlXTH    AXD    TlflRTY-SFA'EXTir    COXGRESSE> 


617 


Rlack  Republican,  who  are  not  wilHnti; 
to  coine  forward  like  men  and  vote 
directlj;  towards  the  end  to  which  their 
course  will  ultimately  lead  them." 

Mr.  Hickman:  '•  I  am  frank  to  .say 
that  when  the  question  comes  up. 
whether  the  resolution  I  have  offered 
is  adopted  or  not,  I  shall  vote  for  a 
Republican  in  preference  to  any  gentle- 
man who  represents  the  sentiments  of 
this  present  Administration."  (Ap- 
plause upon  the  Republican  side  and 
in  the  galleries). 

Mr.  Regan;  ''  I  can  understand  vlt_\ 
well  the  applause  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  No  one  doubted  that 
the  gentiuman  would  vote  for  a  Re- 
piiblit  a»  in  a  contest  between  a  Re- 
publican and  a  Democrat." 

Mr.  Hickman  was  a  fearless,  bold 
and  able  man,  and  when  he  took  a 
position  all  men  who  were  acquainted 
with  him  could  rely  upon  him.  He 
appeare"d  to  be  not  very  strong  in 
physi<jue,  but  in  power  of  mental  force 
he  was  the  equal  of  any  member  in  the 
House  and  a  hard  man  to  encounter  in 
<lebate.  as  his  frequent  contests  with 
ablest  men  in  tlie  House  demonstrate. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  denounced 
him  quite  severely  for  pretending  to  be 
a  Democrat  when  he  was  not.  Mr. 
Smith  said;  ••  He  has  not  a  Democratic 
^entiment  in  his  heart.  He  would  not 
act  with  the  Democratic  party  this  tlay 
if  .Mr.  Bocock  were  to  rise  in  his  place 
and  say  he  was  opposed  to  this  .\d- 
ministration.      Would  you,  sir?  " 

.Mr.- Hickman:  "  I  will  repl}'  to  the 
jj'entieman.      I  state  very  distinctly  and 


unequivocall}-  that  I  would  not,  for 
which  derision  I  have  very  many 
reasons,  entirely  sufficient  for  myself. 
I  would  not  do  it.  because  I  know  that 
Mr.  Bocock  has  sustained  the  Admin- 
istration in  everything  it  has  done,  and 
I  am  not  a  believer  in  eleventh  hour 
repentance.  (Applause  and  laughter). 
As  to  the  charge  of  being  a 
Black  Republican,  that  is  a  question 
for  me  to  decide  and  not  the  gentle- 
man from  \'irginia  ...  I  repudi- 
ate and  coiidcmn  the  sentiments  en- 
tertained by  this  Administration  and 
its  followers.  If  they  are  Democrats, 
then  I  am  no  Democrat.  The  ques- 
tion which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia has  undertaken  to  decide  is  a 
question  tiiat  will  not  be  decided  by 
that  gentleman,  nor  by  the  Virginia 
delegation.  It  is  a  question  that  will 
be  decided  by  the  country  as  to  who 
embody  the  Democratic  sentiment, 
whether  James  Buchanan  or  those  who 
have  held  to  the  Cincinnati  platform  in 
its  integrity  and  entirety,  are  Demo- 
crats." 

Mr.  Smith  then  "paid  his  respects  to 
Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  in  the  fol- 
lowing language; 

••  I  put  it  to  my  honorable  friend 
from  New  \'ork.  who  I  understand 
only  differs  from  the  Democratic  party 
on  one  question  f  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
question),  whether  when  that  question 
is  buried  and  belongs  to  the  history  of 
the  past,  when  it  belongs  to  the  past 
and  cannot  obtrude  itself  upon  us  in 
the  future.  1  ;isk  liini  if  he  be  patriotic, 
hating   as   he   may  the  head  of  the  ex- 
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ecutive  governnictit.  why  is  it  that, 
looking  tu  tlie  Democratic  part)  re- 
presenting" the  great  Democratic  family 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  up- 
holding its  honorable  high  tones  and 
sanctiti-ed  principles,  he  cannot  let  the 
past  be  swept  into  oblivion  and  act 
here  in  glorious  fellowship  to  save  the 
Union  and  the  country  from  the  most 
infernal  and  damnable  principles  that 
ever  shook  an  empire?"'  ("Applause 
and  laughterj. 

Mr.  Smith  als;.  referred  to  what  Mr. 
Clark  had  said  about  .\bolitionists. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  reply,  said  among  other 
things:  '-The  remark  I  made  that  1 
had  never  seen  an  Abolitionist  in  my 
district,  fras  strictly  accurate  in  my 
view  of  the  just  definition  of  that  term. 
%VlX  if,  sir,  I  am  mistaken  as  to  its  true 
meaning,  I  will  withdraw  the  remark. 
Sir,  if  every  Northern  man  who  is  not 
pro  slavery,  to  use  a  familiar  expres- 
sion, is  an  Abolitionist,  I  was  wrong. 
If  every  Christian  minister  at  the 
North,  or^^every  Christian  man,  who.  in 
the  hour  of  his  devotion,  prays  for  the 
welfare  of  both  master  and  slave,  if 
those  sir,  who  ditrer  from  our  brethren 
of  the  South  as  to  the  influence  of 
slavery  on  the  industry  and  happiness 
of  a  people  ;  if  those  who  by  contribu- 
tion of  money  or  otherwise,  make  to 
the  master  that  coinpen.sation  fur  the 
service  of  his  slave,  in  consideration  ot 
which  he  gives  that  slave  his  freedom. 
or  if  those  who  by  appeal  to  landed 
proprietors  in  slaveholding  states. 
would 'induce  them,  so  far  as  practic- 
able, without  shock  to  the  existing  con- 


dition of  societ}",  to  >ulistitute  frer 
labor  for  slave  labor,  if  tliese  are 
.\bolitionists.  then,  sir,  I  was  wrong, 
for  here  in  tliis  presence  I  will  not 
deny  that  I  know  there  are  thous- 
ands such  men  in  the  N'ortli.  As  for 
myself,  I  will  simply  say  that  if  to 
differ  from  the  Administration  as  to  its 
whole  territorial  policy  as  manifested 
at  the  last  Congress,  and  if  to  dissent 
from  the  action  of  the  majority  of 
Democratic  organizations  in  Congress 
as  to  the  adrai.ssion  of  Kansas  into  the 
Union,  requires  that  the  man  who  so 
differs  and  so  dissents  shall  be  classed 
as  an  Abolitionist,  for  one.  I  claim  the 
right  to  bear  that  name  and  wear  the  • 
h<mor.  If  I  am  an  Abolitionist  there 
are  millions  of  them  at  the  North." 
(Applause  from  the  Republican  benches 
and  the  galleries,  j 

Mr.  Smith  still  had  hope  of  him  as 
his  reply  will  show:  ••  I  am  free  to  say 
that  he  has  not  one  .\bolition  senti- 
ment in  his  heart',  nor,  I  tru-;t,  a  drop 
of  Abolition  blood  in  his  veins.  If  he 
errs,  as  err  he  does,  I  humbly  submit  ; 
I  know  it  is  an  error  of  the  head  and 
not  of  the  heart,  which  pulsates  always 
with  his  country."  .Abolition,  at  that 
time,  was  not  quoted  at  par  in  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  Clark  then  put  to  Mr.  Smith 
this  question  :  ••  If  the  people  of  the 
North  should  combine  as  a  sectional 
party,  if  you  please,  in  opposition  to  a 
sectional  party,  combined  at  the  South 
in  respect  to  slavery,  and  carry  the 
Presidential  election  of  tSoo,  would 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  deem  that 
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success  justifiable  cause  for  an  attempt 
to  dissolve  this  Union  ?  ' ' 

Mr.  Srnith  answered  :  "  Whenever  a 
combination  of  a  majority  is  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  warring  upon  the 
Constitution  and  the  rights  of  the 
weaker  section  of  the  Union,  then  I 
am  out  of  it." 

This  answer  was  a  little  e\asive  of 
Mr.  Clark's  question,  but  if  read  in 
the  light  of  the  state-rights  theory  then 
prevailing  in  the  South,  as  will  appear 
hereafter,  the  answer  was  direct  and 
positive. 

Mr.  Curry  then  made  a  long  and 
able  speech  which  is  worthy  of  being 
read,  for  it  was  scholarly  and  eloquent 
and,  in  "a  literary  point  of  view,  was 
among  the  best  of  Congressional 
speeches  then,  or  before,  or  since.  Mr. 
Curry  was  a  young  man,  but  in  abilit}' 
he  ranked  among  the  first  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  South.  The  jUir- 
pose  has  been,  and  will  be  continued. 
to  quote  more  largely  from  the 
speeches,  of  representative  men,  who 
by  their  experience  in  public  life  and 
ability  to  express  forcibly  and  clearly 
their  opinions,  as  the  best  exponents 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  they 
respectively  represented.  The  honesty 
and  sincerity  of  the  opinions  expressed 
will  not  be  (jiiestioned  in    tl;ese   pages. 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Curry's  speech. — 
"There  are  occasions,  Mr.  Clerk, 
when  a  whole  people,  like  an  individ- 
ual, hold  their  breath  in  suspense 
anxiously  awaiting  the  issue  of  events. 
There  are  critical  periods  which,  like 
night,     intervene     lietween     successive 


days  and  mark  the  destiriy  and  history 
of  a  people.  The  excitement  prevail- 
ing in  the  public  mind  throughout  this 
country,  the  manifestation  of  interest 
both  here  and  elsewhere,  admonish  us 
that  this,  perhaps,  is  such  an  occasion. 
Nor  does  this  excitement  and  this  pro- 
found agitation  of  the  public  mind 
arise  from  the  simple  question  of  the 
organization  of  this  House,  nor  from 
the  publication  and  circulation  of  an 
incendiary  pamphlet  :  nor  sir,  except 
inamridified  degree,  from  the  murder- 
ous incursion  which  recently  was  made 
into  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia. 
These  are  but  scenes  in  the  act  of  a 
general  drama,  incidents  of  principles, 
the  revelations,  more  or  less  shadowed, 
of  a  pur|iose.  The  real  cause  of  the 
agitation  in  the  public  mind,  the  radix 
of  the  excitement,  is  the  anti-slavery 
sentiment  of  the  North  ;  the  conviction 
that  property  in  man  is  a  sin  and  a 
crime  ;  that  the  .\frican  is  the  equal  of 
the  white  man  ;  that  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  en- 
titled to  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  other  riti/;ens  ;  and  throw  over  it 
whatever  disguises  he  may,  and  what- 
ever may  he  the  imuiediate  action 
superinducing  this  question,  h.ere  is  the 
secret  of  the  agitation,  and  here  is  the 
cause  of  our  differences.  This  is  a 
general  classification  in  which  there 
are  modifications  of  opinion  and  grada- 
tions of  sentiments,  perhaps  in  the  one 
extreme,  in  the  maximum,  in  William 
r.loyd  On  prison  ■.  in  the  other  perhaps, 
and  in  the  minimum,  in  the  distin- 
guished Representative  from  Ohio  (.Mr. 
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who  addressed  us  the  other 
Jay.  In  the  eNercise  .)f  that  charity 
which  rcjotces  ia  truth,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose :o  liold  the  Republican  part}-  re- 
sponsible for  the  excesses  which  have 
been  committed  by  all  men  holding 
anti-slavery  opinions.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  charge  any  personal  complicity 
with  John  Brown,  because  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart  I  do  acquit  them 
from  all  connection  with  that  raid 
which  was  made  into  \'irginia.  I  will 
go  further  and  say  that  I  will  accept 
the  plea  which  has  been  interposed  by 
your  attorney  on  record  and  your 
spokesman,  and  will  allow  the  mantle 
of  ignorance  '  to  cover  your  recom- 
mendation hi  an  incendiary  pamphlet. 
I  propose,  if  I  can,  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample set  me  by  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Ohio  (.Mr.  Corwinj, 
and  so  far  as  I  am  able  with  ray  limited 
capacity,  to  rise  to  the  heights  of  this 
great  argument,  and  treat  it  as  a  phil- 
osopher, a  statesmen  and  a  citizen  of  a 
common  country.  The  averment  I 
make,  Mr.  Clerk,  is  that  the  ideas,  the 
principles,  the  politics  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  are  necessarily  and  inher- 
ently and  essentially  hostile  to  the 
Constitution  and  to  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  South.  The  arguments 
used  assume  an  antagonism  between 
the  sections,  an  irrepressible  conflict 
between  opposing  and  enduring  forces, 
and  if  slavery  be  what  you  allege  it  to 
be  in  your  school-rooms,  in  your  pul- 
pits, through  your  public  lectures,  your 
political'addresses,  your  legislative  re- 
solves,   your    Congressional    speeches. 


he  is  the  n\o>.l  criminal  who  stops  short 
in  his  career  and  hesitates  at  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  necessary  means  for  its 
extinguisiimeut.  If  slavery  be  a  crime 
against  God  and  against  humanity,  if 
it  be  a  curse  to  society,  if  it  contains 
the  fruitful  seeds  of  irremediable  woe, 
it  is  idle  to  talk  of  moderation  and  the 
Constitution  and  non-interference  with 
the  rights  of  the  South,  as  it  would  be 
to  attempt  to  propel  a  skiff  up  the 
surging  cataract  of  the  Niagara.  In- 
flaming the  public  mind,  cultivating 
sectional  hostility,  impregnating  public 
conscience  with  the  germs  of  your  doc- 
trines, you>  array  agencies  and  put  in 
motion  elements  that  must  have  their 
logical  developments  and  result." 
lie  illustrated  his  position  by  referring 
to  the  Lord  George  Gordon  riots  in 
London,  as  a  fair  illustration  of  the 
effect  of  fanaticism  and  folly.  He  then 
referred  to  the  teachings  of  Wendell 
Phillips,  the  latter  of  whom  '-deserves 
the  eulogiuni,  intellectually,  that  was 
paid  to  him  by  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Ohio."  (Mr.  Corwiu.)  He 
also  referred  to  the  underground  rail- 
road and  to  hostile  legislation  in  the 
free  states  to  prevent  the  recovery  of 
fugitive  slaves,  and  the  efforts  made  by 
the  Republican  party  to  exclude  slavery 
from  the  territories  as  a  means  to  ulti- 
mate its  extinction  in  the  states.  He 
quoted  from  Gov.  Seward  and  Gov. 
Cl'.ase  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  show  their 
hostility  to  slavery  extension,  and  then 
defended  his  position  as  follows; 

••'I    am    not   ashamed  or  afraid  pub- 
licly to  avow  that  the  election  of  Wil- 
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liam  H.  Seward  or  Salmon  P.  Chase, 
or  any  such  representative  of  the  Re- 
publican party  upon  a  sectional  plat- 
form, ought  to  be  resisted  to  the  dis- 
ruption of  every  tie  thaf  binds  tliis 
Confederacy  together.  fApplause  on 
the  Democratic  side  of  the  House). 
The  '  extreme  medicine  of  the  Consti- 
tution is  notto  be  made  our  daily  food,' 
and  threats  of  dissolution  have  beco.nie 
impotent  on  account  of  their  frequency. 
But  the  election  of  such  a  man,  with 
such  sentiments,  wouiil  indicate  su.ch 
hostility  to  us  as  to  be  the  assurance 
of  our  subjection  and  the  evidence  of 
an  irreconcilable  antagonism.  It  would 
'be  a  great  calamity,  and  to  submit  to 
it  woul;!_^  be  a  calamity  em.bittered  by 
disgrace. 

"  Come  the  ele%-enth  pliguc  ;   rather  tlian   this 
should  be 
Come  !    Sink  us  rather  in  the  sea; 
Come  rather  pestilence  and  mow  us  down: 
Come  God's  sworf 


than  our  own. 


The  Saxon,  Norman,  or  the  r.'aiie; 
In  all  the  ills  we've  ever  borne. 
We  grieved,  we  sighed,  we   wept,  we   never 
W.Y,r,^cr/ before." 

.Mr.  Curry  then  referred  to  Union 
meetings,  tlien  recently  held  in  the 
North,  and  quoted  fro,m  a  letter  of 
Edward  Everett  to  a  Union  r.ieeting  in 
Boston,  also  from  a  speech  of  Caleb 
Gushing,  late  Attorney-General,  in  the 
same  meeting,  "as  evidence  of  a  re- 
turning sense  of  public  justice  in  the 
North,"  but  that  these  demonstrations 
could  not  be  relied  on,  "  as  the  test  of 
public  opinion  is  througlt  the  ballot 
box,"  and  that  this  test   was  evidence 


against  the  South,  and  then  said:  •'  If 
you  (meaning  the  North)  are  in  earnest 
in  these  declarations,  if  these  public 
meetings  mean  anything,  show  us  -the 
fruit  of  your  work;  give  us  something 
frnctable,  substantial  and  tangible. 
Will  you  go  home  and  repeal  your  per- 
sonal liberty  bills,  your  habeas  corpus 
acts,  your  mandamus  acts  ?  Will  you 
e.xecute  the  fugitive  slave  law  ?  Will 
you  open  your  state  prisons  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  those  who  are  :irrested 
in  compliance  with  the  Constitution? 
AV'ill  you  refuse  coptribiitinns  of  money 
to  circulate  incendiary  pamphlets  in 
the  South  ?  \\\\\  you  turu  out  of  this 
hall  and  the  other  end  of  tlie  Capitol 
the  men  who  come  here  to  in.-ult  and 
stigmatize  us,  and  who  omit  no  possible 
occasion  of  keeping  up  personal  hos- 
tility and  infringing  on  our  riglits  and 
on  the  guarantees  of  the  Constitu- 
tion? .  ...  These  'will  be  some 
indications  of  public  opinion  and  some 
test  of  a  returning  sense  of  public 
justice." 

Mr.  Curry  then  went  on  at  consider- 
able length  to  discuss  the  relation  of 
the  state  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  under  the  Constitution. 
.\s  he  stated  the  doctrine  and  right  of 
secession  as  a  constitutional  reuiedv  in 
case  of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution 
by  Congress  candidly  and  clearlv,  a 
few  more  quotations  from  this  able 
speech  will  be  given. 

In  speaking  uf  the  State  and  Fed- 
eral Government  he  said:  "  I  said  that 
the  e.\istence  of  two  Governments  im- 
plied a  division   of   power.     This  divi- 
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sion  of  power  implies  a  superior.  The 
existence  of  limitation  and  restrictions 
presupposes  the  power  to  control  and 
to  enforce.  Right  here  arises  the 
great  iTuestion —  the  greatest  which 
ran  possibly  be  submitted  to  the 
people  of  this  Confederacy:  whether 
the  States  have  the  right  to  judge  of 
the  extent  of  their  reserved  powers  and 
to  defend  them  against  the  encroacli- 
ment  of  the  Federal  Government  .  .  . 
Every  separate  community  must  be 
able  to  protect  itself  .  .  .  This 
power  of  self-protection  according  to 
my  judgment  and  my  theory  of  poli- 
tics resides  in  each  state.  Each  has 
the  right  of  secession,  the  right  of  in- 
terposition for  the  'arrest  of  evils 
within  its  I'mits." 

Mr.  ('urry  concluded  as  follows  : 
•'  Mr.  Clerk,  if  our  Democratic  friends, 
>vith  the  aid  of  .\merican  friends,  or  if 
Republicans  who  may  come  to  the 
rescue,  as  .1  think  many  of  them  will. 
be  not  able  to  interpose  for  the  secur- 
ity of  the  South  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  jConstitution,  I  for  one  shall 
counsel  immediate  and  effective  resist- 
ence,  and  shall  urge  the  people  to  fling 
themselves  upon  the  reserved  rights  of 
the  inalienable  sovereignty  of  the 
state  to  which  I  owe  my  first  and  last 
allegiance." 

.\t  this  point,  Mr.  Kellogg  and  .Mr. 
Logan,  of  Illinois,  each  made  a  hand- 
some personal  explanation. 

Mr.  Kellogg:  "I  should  be  doing 
violence  to  my  own  feelings  and  sense 
of  propriety  if  I  did  not  at  this  early 
opportunity  make   an    apology  to   this 


House  for  any  act  I  may  have  com- 
mitted in  the  unpleasant,  and  to  me 
much  regretted,  occurrence  in  this  hall 
yesterday,  [t  was  an  offence  to  its 
dignity  and  a  breach  to  its  decorum, 
and  I  e.xpress  mv  regrets  that  it  should 
have  happened  and  tender  to  the  House 
my  sincere  apology." 

Mr.  Logan:  ''Mr.  Clerk,  after  what 
has  been  stated  by  my  worth}-  col- 
league, I  concede  it  is  due  from  me  to 
state-  that  if  yesterday  in  the  excite- 
ment of  debate,  I  violated  any  rules  of 
the  Hous;  or  its  decorum,  I  did  so  un- 
intentiomxlly.  If  I  violated  the  de- 
corum of  this  deliberative  body,  I  as- 
sure the  House  that  I  was  actuated  by 
no  malice.  T  regret  the  scene  which 
occurred  yesterday,  and  I  trust  that  it 
may  have  no  tendency  whatever  to  mar 
any  of  the  kindly  relations  which  have 
heretofore  existed  between  any  of  the 
members  of  this  House." 

Mr.  Kellogg  and  Mr.  Logan  were 
honorable,  noble  hearted  men,  and  it 
is  due  to  them  or  their  memory  that 
their  remarks  lierein  quoted  should  be 
given. 

When  the  House  met  December  i-th 
Mr.  Maynard  of  Tennessee,  made  an 
effort  to  partially  organize  the  House, 
to  avoid  the  disorder  and  confusion 
which  had  occurred,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  follo\ring  resolution  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  oldest 
of  this  House  by  consecutive 
be  and  is  hereby  appointed 
chair  to  preside  until  the  elect 
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the  only  thing  in  order  appeared  to  be 
disorder. 

Mr.  _[ames  A.  -Stewart  of  Maryland, 
obtained  the  floor  and  made  a  Ion:;-  and 
able  speech  from  his  standpoint,  taking 
substantially  the  same  ground  as  the 
.Representatives  from  the  South  who 
had  preceded  him,  but  he  made  a  new 
point  in  favor  of  the  South  which  had 
not  been  before  made,  in  words  follow- 
ing :  "In  the,  Dred-Scott  case,  the 
Supreme  Court  decided  that  the  people 
of  the  ?outh.  as  well  as  the  people  of 
the  North,  have  equal  Constittitional 
riglits  in  the  territories,  and  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  control  these  great  Consti- 
tutional rights." 

Mr.  John  W.  Noell  of  Missouri, 
made  a  very  elaborate  speech  opposing 
Mr.  Gilmer's  an^.endment  to  Mr. 
Clark's  resolution,  but  favoring  the 
former: 

Mr.  Noell  was  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  in  the  House,  if  he  mav  be 
judged  "from  his  speech,  whicii  was 
terse,  clear  and  plain.  Mr.  Corwia 
remarked  in  the  presence  of  two  or 
three  members  that  his  style  of  argu- 
ment resembled  that  of  Daniel 
Webster,  a  compliment  that  could 
be  truthfully  given  to  but  few  lawyers. 
He  disagreed  with  most  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  South  u[)on  the 
right  of  a  state  to  secede  without  it 
being  a  revolution,  nut  only  in  name 
but  in  fact.  Such  extracts  from  this 
speech  will  be  given  as  will  show  his 
positionon  this  great  question — and    it 


is  truly  a  great  question,  and  one  that 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  permanent 
continuance  of  our  present  form  of 
government. 

Mt.  Noell  ^aid  :  "1  desire  to  say 
a  few  words  to  those  who  are  acting 
with  me  upon  this  occasion — the 
Democrats  upon  this  floor.  I  have  re- 
gretted to  hear  extreme  propositions 
made  upon  our  side  of  the  House,  to 
which  I  cannot  assent:  and  I  feel  it 
due  to  tlie  House  to,  state  in  what  re- 
spect T  differ  from  those  gentlemen  and 
in  particular  in  regard  to  a  grave  Con- 
stitutional question.  I  understood  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Miles)  to  say  that  he  held  and  that  his 
constituents  held  and  maintained  that 
the  first  and  paramount  allegiance  of  a 
citi^-ten  was  due  to  his  own  state,  antl 
that  the  allegiance  to  the  general  gov- 
ernment was  secondary  and  subservi- 
ent. I  understood  my  friend  from 
Alabama  i  .Mr.  Curry)  to  hold  and 
maintain  the  same  Constitutional  doc- 
trine, with  this  addition,  that  the  states 
themselves  are  the  sole  and  exclusive 
judges  of  the  time  when  their  reserved 
rights  are  violated  or  invaded  by  the 
general  government,  and  that  whenever 
they  believe  such  a  state  of  things  to 
exist,  to  go  out  of  the  I'nion.  Now, 
as  a  Union-loving  man,  I  cannotassent 
to  the  full  scope  of  the  doctrines  thus 
laid  down,  rf  I  do  not  misconstrut- 
them.  With  all  due  respect  to  those 
gentlemen  I  beg  leave  to  state  in  what 
respect  I  differ  from  them.  It  will  be 
admitted  by  those  gentlemen  and  by 
every  member    upon    this   side    of    the 


,l^..       -■    ,„:;J)   -;l, 


t)-J-4 


MACAZI.XE    OF    WESTEKX    inSTOKY. 


House,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  a  compact  between  the 
states — between  different  independent 
sovereignities,  whicli  sovereignities  ex- 
isted anterior  to  t!ie  formation  of  tl.e 
Constitution  of  the  Unifed  States. 
The  attesting  clause  of  that  instru- 
ment shows  that  the  framers  of  that 
instrument  understood  the  states,  nut 
the  people  of  the  states  were  present 
at  its  formation.  Now,  while?  I  admit 
that  no  combination  of  people,  as  a 
mass,  couM  meet  together  and  take 
away  from  the  states  any  of  their  sov- 
ereignity, I  do  contend  that  the  states, 
by  their  voluntary  and  unanimous  con- 
sent, could  permit  a  portion  of  their 
sovereignity  to  be  withdrawn  from 
them  and  invested  in  another  body. 
That  I  understand  to  has'e  been  done. 
That  is,  that  our  Constitution  was  the 
result  of  a  compact  made  by  all  the 
states ;  that  before  that  compact  all 
the  powers  of  go^■ernment  were  vested 
in  the  several  states.  AVhen  this  com- 
pact was  made,  certain  of  their  powers 
were  withdrawn  from  the  states  and 
deposited  in  the  general  government, 
the  effect  of  which  arrangement  was  a 
separation  of  the  powers  into  two 
classes — those  given  to  .the  general 
government  and  those  reserved  to  the 
states.  This  being  the  case,  I  main- 
tain the  position  that  there  can  be  in 
our  complex  sy^^tcni  no  such  tiling  as 
paramount  and  secondary  allegiance;  in 
other  words,  that  in  all  National  affairs 
in  regard  to  all  the  powers  conferred 
on  the  general  government,  we  owe  a 
sole  and  independent  allegiance  to  this 


general  Government:  and  in  regard  to 
all  powers  not  delegated,  we  owe  a  sole 
and  independent  allegiance  to  the 
states.  That  is  my  understanding  of 
the  Constitution.  The  idea  of  a  par- 
amount and  secondary  allegiance  in- 
volves a  conclusion  that  the  powers  of 
Government  are  all  drawn  from  one 
stock — a  conclusion  to  which  I  will 
never  yield  my  assent.  I  understood 
further,  in  regard  to  the  remedies  of 
which  tliese  gentlemen  have  spoken, 
that  when  the  states  met  in  convention 
and  entered  into  this  compact,  thev 
agreed  that  a  certain  tribunal  should 
decide  all  questions  that  might  arise 
under  that  Constitution,  and  they  in- 
vested that  tribunal  with  powers  thu.s 
to  decide.  In  accordance  with  that 
agreement  we  have  from  that  period  to 
this  looked  to  the  Supreme  Court  o! 
the  United  States  as  the  tribunal  that 
was  to  decide  that  question.  They  did 
in  the  recent  case  of  Dred  Scott  decide 
precisely  that  question.  That  being 
the  case,  the  idea  of  a  peaceable  seces- 
sion within  the  Constitution  is  one 
which  I  cannot  sustain.  I  do  not  con- 
trovert the  idtimate  right  of  revolu- 
tion. I  do  not  controvert  the  position 
that,  when  the  grievances  of  the  people 
become  so  intolerable  that  they  can  be 
no  longer  borne,  it  is  the  right  of 
every  people  in  this  kind  of  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  In  all  others,  to  throw 
off  the  yoke  which  they  are  no  longer 
able  to  bear,  but  it  must  be  done  by 
revolution." 

At  this  point   in  Mr.  Xoell's  speech. 
Mr.    Miles  of    South   Carolina    put    to 
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biin  a  questn.m  to  draw  from  him  a  de- 
finition ot  political  sovereignty  as  ap- 
plied to  a  state. 

Mr.  Noel!:  ■•My understanding  is  tliat 
states  are  sovereign  in  all  those  powers 
that  have  not  been  surrendered  to  the 
general  Government  by  express  agree- 
ment; but  in  regard  to  those  powers 
that  have  by  express  agreement  been 
transferred  to  the  general  Government 
they  are  to  that  e.\tent  deprived  of 
their  sovereignty.' ' 

In  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr. 
I.amar  interrupted  Mr.  Noell  witli  a 
protest  as  follows:  ■•  I  wish  merely  to 
put  in  a  protest  here  that  I  do  not 
know  of  an)  gentlemen  at  the  South 
■who  claijn  for  the  Legislature  of  a 
state  the  right  to  annul  an  act  of  Con-' 
gross  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  un- 
constitutional. \\'e  do  claim,  sir.  for 
the  sovereignty  of  the  state  that  right; 
but  ■we  do  not  hold  that  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  a  state  is  embodied  the  sover- 
eignty of  that  state." 

Mr.    Noeil:    ■•  Well,   sir.    I    have  al- 


wa)^s  understood  that  the  sovereignty  of 
a  state — the  sovereignty  of  a  govern- 
ment— spoke  through  the  law-making 
power.  I  have  always  understood  tluit 
that  is  the  usual  form  in  which  a  state 
speaks." 

A  few  ■5\-ords  of  warning  from  this 
great  speech  will  not  be  out  of  place: 
'•  Sir,  if  the  sun  of  this  great  republic 
is  destined  to  set  and  set  for  ever,  it 
must  go  down  behind  a  sea  of  revolu- 
tionary blood,  and  the  sooner  we  come 
to  know  that  fact  the  better  it  will  be 
for  all  parties  concerned.  I  warn 
gentlemen  from  the  North  and  gentle- 
men from  every  section  that  when  they 
are  striking  a  blow  at  the  Union  thev 
strike  a  blow  that  will  lead  to  the  dis- 
solution of  the  compact  into  which 
they  have  entered — they  are  striking  a 
blow  that  will  drench,  this  land  in 
blood." 

This  was  a  prophecy  which  was  ful- 
filled much  sooner  than  Mr.  Noell  or 
those  who  heard  him  expected  or  anti- 
cipated. 


JAMES     NELSON     BURNES. 


Although  James  N'.  Burnes.  one  of 
.Missouri's  most  useful  and  ablest  re- 
presentatives in  Congress,  was  suddenly 
called  from  life  in  January  last,  befo.'-e 
accomplishing  as  large  a  share  of  the 
world's  work  as  he  had  hoped  to  do, 
he  had  already  done  more  than  is  given 
to  mo.st  men  to  perform — not  in  one, 
but  in  many  am!  \aried  lines  of  labor. 
His    name    was     already    honored,    his 


fame  secure,  and  his  usefulness  a:ul 
greatness  of  purpose  acknowledged  not 
only  by  his  own  people  hut  through 
all  the  land. 

Reading  n(;t  alone  from  the  familv 
name  but  from  the  qualities  that  made 
James  Nelson  Burnes  useful  in  many 
fields  of  labor  and  crowned  his  efftjrts 
with  the  highest  success,  we  know  that 
his  ancestral  name  must  be  traced  back 
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to  Scotland  from  wliich  his  grand- 
father, Peter  Buriies,  was  brought  by 
his  fathe*-,  William,  vvheu  but  three 
years  of  age.  To  Peter  and  luj  wife 
was  born,  in  course  of  time.  James 
Burnes,  who  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
on  February  14.  1779.  near  Fredericks- 
burgh,  in  Spotlsylvania  county,  Vir- 
ginia. He,  in  turn,  was  married  on 
December  29,  1S05.  in  Cuineper 
county,  Virginia,  and  afterwards  re- 
moved to  the  state  of  Indiana,  wliere 
James  Nelson  Barns  was  born  on 
August  22,  1S27.  \Vhea  the  souv.as 
but  ten  years  of  age.  in  1S37.  the  father 
removed  his  family  to  Platte  county. 
Missouri,  where  James  received  the 
educatioir  then  attainable  in  the  com- 
mon or  public  schools  of  the  state, 
graduating  from  the  Platte  city  high 
school  and  afterivards  attending  the  law 
School  of  Harvard,  from  which  he  also 
graduated  in  1S53.  Returning  to  Platte 
county  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  was  soon  one  ot  the 
active  business  and  political  forces  of 
the  community,  rapidly  obtaining  and 
holding  a  power  and  an  influence  that 
were  felt,  in  many  ways,  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  state.  Before  speaking  of 
his  career  in  the  field  of  politics,  or  as 
a  member  of  the  highest  law-making 
bodv  of  the  land,  a  glance  may  be 
given  to  the  other  tlelds  of  labor  \\\ 
which  lie  was  employed. 

.\s  a  lawyer  he  was  well  equipped, 
and  grew  in  practice  and  reputation 
from  the  day  of  his  entrance  upon  the 
legal  arena.  He  was  employed  in 
many   important    cases,    and    in   eery 


one  iif  a  capital  charncter  secured  the 
acquittal  of  his  client.  In  business 
and  financial  matters  he  was  remark- 
ably apt,  and  displayed  great  e.xecutiye 
and  administrative  abilities,  and  was 
eminently  successful,  eventually  ac- 
cumulating a  large  fortune.  He  was 
the  organizer  and  first  president  of  the 
Weston  &  Atchison  Railroad  Com- 
pany, whose  road  was  the  second  built 
in  that  section  of  country.  He  was  the 
moving  spirit  in  the  building  of  the 
Chicago  &  Southwestern  railroad  from 
Lea\en  worth.  Kansas,  to  Ottumwa. 
Iowa,  now  forming  part  of  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Ishmd  and  Pacific  railway  system. 
Largely  by  him  and  his  efforts  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridges  across  the 
Missouri  river  at  Leavenworth  and  At- 
chison. Kansas,  was  secured.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  original  town  com- 
panies of  Leavenworth  and  Atchison, 
and  still  interested  in  them  when  .he 
died.  He  was  president  of  the  St. 
Joseph  Water  Works  Company  and  the 
principal  stockholder  in  the  same,  and 
also  a  large  stockholder  in  several  im- 
portant banks. 

An  incident  of  a  business  nature  oc- 
curred in  1S77  that  showed  the  ma- 
terial ot  wliich  Col.  Hurnes  was  made. 
He  was  then  the  principal  securit\' 
ui)on  the  oftirial  bond  of  Col.  Elijah 
Gates,  then  treasurer  of  the  state  of 
Missouri.  IVior  to  the  term  (if  Cen. 
dates  the  state  funds  had  been  kept  on 
deposit  111  the  National  bank  of  the 
state  of  Missouri  at  St.  Louis  and  the 
Mastin  bank  at  Kansas  City.  .Missouri, 
and  were  transferred  to  him    by  checks 


from  liis  predecessor,  i 
considtTcd  entirely  solvent.  Unex- 
pectedly both  banks  failed,  having  on 
deposit  o\er  a  million  of  dollars  of  the 
state  funds,  and  large  sums  of  money 
were  soon  becoming  payable  by  the 
state.  Treasurer  Oates,  being  of 
limited  financial  resources  of  his  own. 
had  to  rely  upon  Col.  Burnes  to  pro- 
vide for  tlie  state  liabilities,  and  to  aid 
in  securing  as  much  money  as  possible 
from  the  banks  and  to  make  good  any 
deficit  not  so  secured.  Col.  Burnes 
was  equal  to  the  emergency.  He  met 
all  the  liabilities  of  the  state  and  main- 
.tained  its  credit  untarnished,  and  paid 
back  into  the  state  treasury  every  dollar 
with  intcrt."st.  although  neither  bank 
ever  paid  depositors  in  full.  But  while 
the  banks  did  not  then  pay.  and  while 
Col.  Burnes  paid  every  dollar,  with  in- 
terest, to  the  state,  it  is  believed  that 
he  so  ably  managed  affairs  that  he  re- 
trieved his  losses  to  a  very  large  extent. 

The  peculiar  fitness  of  Col.  Burnes 
for  public  station  was  early  recognized. 
.  while  his  personal  ipialities  were  such 
as  to  insure  for  him  sui^jiort  for  anv 
position  to  whidi  he  might  aspire.  In 
1S56  he  became  the  circuit  attorney  in 
his  judicial  district,  and  was  electe<l  a 
presidential  elector  for  his  district,  and 
witli  his  co-electors  cast  the  vote  of 
-Missouri  for  iUichunan  for  President. 
In  !$.(,$  he  became  juilge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  liis  countv.  and 
served  as  sucli  until   1872. 

In  1882  Col.  Burnes  was  nnaui- 
uiously  nominated  for  representative  in 
the  Forty-eighth  Congress  by  the  Dem- 
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hanks   being      ocratic  Congressional  Convention,  com- 


posed of  delegates  from  the  six  coun- 
ties of  Andrew,  -\tchison,  Buchanan, 
Holt,  Nodaway  and  Platte,  into  which- 
the  tract  or  di.strict  called  the  -'Platte 
purchase  "  had  been  divided.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  He 
was  in  like  manner  renominated 
and  re-elected  to  the  Forty-ninth, 
Fiftieth  and  Fifty-first  Congresses.  He 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  in  the  Forty- 
eighth.  Forty-ninth  and  Fiftieth  Con- 
gresses by  Speaker  Carlisle,  and  served 
thereon  with  great  efficiency  and  dis- 
tinguished al'ility.  Up  to  the  great 
Ci\-il  War.  Col.  Burnes  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  after  the  breaking  out  of 
tliat  strife  he  became  a  Union  Repub- 
lican, and  afnlia:ed  with  the  Republi- 
can party  until  1S70,  being  a  member 
of  the  State  Repablican  Convention  of 
1S70  which  separated  and  placed  before 
the  ijeople  tv.'O  full  tickets  for  Governor 
and  state  officers,  one  headed  by  Joseph 
\\'.  McClurg.  a^d  the  other — which 
was  elected—  headed  by  B.  Gratz 
lirown,  and  known  as  the  Liberal  Re- 
publican Convention.  Col.  Burnes 
supported  this  Liberal  Republican 
H.osement;  and  in  that  convention,  in 
ad\ocating  the  liberal  policy  of  en- 
franchising those  disfranchised  by  rea- 
son of  action  or  sympathy  in  behalf  of 
tlie  South,  gave  utterance  to  that  mem- 
orable expression — embodying  the  cen- 
tral thought  of  the  speaker's  personal 
life  —  that  "Love  is  stronger  than 
hate,"  which  became  the  tocsin  of  that 
canvass,  and  served  as  a  watchword  for 
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those  wlu>  believed  that  Ji!l  bitterness 
and  animosity  of  the  late  fraternal 
strife  shouUrbe  buried  in  the  common 
■grave  of  forgiveness  and  forgetfulness. 
From  1S70  until  his  death  he  was  an 
active  worker  and  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party;  which,  as  evinced 
by  his  repeated  elections  to  Congress, 
returned  him  a  like  active  and  loyal 
support. 

The  record  made  by  Col.  Burnes  in 
Congress  was  such  as  to  prove  him  in 
possession  of  the  best  qualities  of  a 
pure  statesmanship,  and  to  cast  honor 
upoa  the  state  and  the  constituency 
which  had  sent  him  to  the  national 
capital.  As  a  legislator  he  was  care- 
ful, painstaking,  thorough  in  his  in- 
vestigations, constant  and  laborious  in 
his  work,  sound  in  judgment;  able, 
concise,  forcible  and  convincing  in 
presentation,  earnest  and  accurate  in 
reasoning,  and  gifted  in  speech  and  de- 
bate. In  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives he  soon  moved  forward  to  the 
front  rank,  ^nd  won  and  maintained  a 
high  and  enviable  position  among  the 
ablest  of  the  many  distinguished  lead- 
ers of  that  honorable  body.  N'o  better 
gauge  of  his  impression  upon  that 
body,  and  his  work  therein,  can  be 
offered  than  is  found  in  the  very  heart- 
feld  testimonials  offered  by  his  associ- 
ates and  colleagues  upon  the  occasion 
of  his  djeath — a  few  of  wliich  we  quote 
as  indicative  of  them  all:  ■•When  he 
entered  the  Fort}--eighth  Congress," 
said  Mr..  Dockery.  "  the  reputation  of 
his  large  and  varied  sagacity  and  e.x- 
perience,  as  well  as  his  profound  finan- 
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cial  knowledge,  taiised  him  to  be  placed 
upon     the    Appropriations    Committee 
among    such    compeers   as   Randall,  of 
Pennsylvania;     Cannon,    of     Illinois: 
Forney,    of   Alabama;   Holman,  of   In- 
diana: Washburn,  of  Minnesota:   I.ong, 
of  Massachusetts;  Townshend,  of    Illi- 
nois; Ryan,  of  Kansas,  and  others  who 
had  received  great  renown  in  the  public 
ser\  ice.    The  distinction  thus  accorded 
Col.     Burnes    by    Speaker   Carlisle    is 
rarely  conceded    to   a   member  during 
his  first  term  of  service,  but  the  wisdom 
of  the  selection   finds   vindication  and 
commentary    in    the    records    of     the 
Forty-eighth,  Forty-ninth  and  Fiftieth 
Congresses,  and  his  re-election  to  the 
Fifty-first  Congress.       Indeed,    during 
his  first  term  in  Congress,  his  manage- 
ment of   the   consular  and   diplomatic 
appropriation    bill  demonstrated   both 
the  aptitude  and  the   analytical  power 
of  his   intellect  as  v.-ell  as  his  skill  antl 
force  as  a   debater.      His   devotion   to 
duty,  his  patient  and  persistent  labors, 
his  zeal  for  the   interests  of  his  consti- 
tuency, his   sturdy  maintenance  of  his 
convictions,  and   his   perfect    courtesy, 
were    uniform    and    consistent    to    the 
end,"      Said  Samuel  J.  Randall:   ••  We 
rarely    see    a    character    made     up    of 
qualities   90    positive    and  decided    as 
was  presented  to  us  b\-  our  late    associ- 
ate,  James   Xelson   Burnes,      He  came 
into  the  House  of  Representatives  un- 
heralded by  any  any  special  notoriety. 
Modest,    almost   reserved,    in    manner, 
he   proceeded,    without   ostentati(,>n,  to 
discliarge  his  public  duties.    It  was  not 
lon<j  before  he  had  won  his  wav  to  the 
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front,  and  was  recogni/ed  as  a  man 
who  could  bo  safely  depended  upon  to 
know  wl^t  he  undertook  to  do.  and  to 
do  it  without  fear  or  fa\  (jr.  holdiiiL,'  the 
public  good  always  in  view."  Said 
Mr.  Henderson,  of  Iowa:  "He  was  an 
untiring  worker,  especially  in  all 
matters  coming  to  his  special  care,  and 
would  pursue  his  investigations  until  he 
mastered  the  situation.  Entering  Con- 
gress with  him,  familiar  with  his  work, 
side  by  side  with  him  in  committees, 
intimate  as  a  friend,  I  know  that  his 
legislative  life  was  as  clean  and  honor- 
able as  it  vv-as  able  and  illustrious." 
'•I  found,"  said  ^[r.  Breckenridge,  of 
Kentucky.  ■■•  that  he  was  a  m.an  cease- 
less in  w»rk.  that  there  was  no  limit  to 
the  industry  of  which  he  was  capable  ; 
he  had  a  mental  vigor  and  efficiency, 
accompanied  by  scholastic  training  and 
the  discipline  of  a  busy  and  successful 
life  which  made  that  industry  capable 
of  sure  and  accurate  results,  and  that 
he  did  not  desire,  as  far  as  I  could 
judge,  to  reach  results  that  were  not 
only  Iionest  in  the  lower  sense  of 
jiecuniary  integrity,  but  honest  in  the 
higher  sense  of  patriotic  duty,  so  that 
that  which  he  ilid  sliould  not  only  be 
free  from  any  stain  of  personal  self- 
seeking  or  pecuniary  interest,  but 
should  also  be  instinct  with  a  desire  to 
do  what  was  best  for  the  common 
weal."  .Mr.  Hulman.  of  Indiana,  paid 
a  tribute  that  is  suggestive  of  Col. 
llurnes'  Congressitiiial  work;  "He 
was  made  at  the  outset,  chairman  of 
tlie  sub-committee  on  the  Consular  and 
diplomatic   bill,  and   later   on,   of   the 


General  Deticiency  bill,  one  of  the 
most  important  of  the  fourteen  great 
appropriation  bills — a  bill  on  which 
countless  forces,  officral  and  unofficial, 
seek  to  crowd  almost  countless  items, 
certified  and  uncertified,  running  back 
through  many  years,  and  swelling  into 
vast  millions.  Jiidge  Burnes  while 
actively  participating  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  other  great  bills  of  that 
committee,  and  the  current  business  of 
the  House,  ha<l  that  particular  bill 
especially  umler  his  charge,  and  it  is 
to  be  placed  to  his  honor  that  in  the 
many  millions  of  dollars  involved  in 
that  bill,  covering  a  vast  multitude 
of  items  and  running  back  through 
many  years  in  successive  sessions  of 
Congress,  not  an  error  or  mistake  has 
ever  been  found."  The  tributes  paid 
him  by  other  leaders  of  the  Senate 
anil  House — men  who  had  known  him 
for  years,  and  measured  the  public  loss 
in  that  knowledge — Ingalls,  Voorhees. 
\'est.  Cockrell.  Hampton.  Hall,  Cox 
and  men  of  their  like,  could  be  ex- 
tended indefinitely,  but  enough  has 
been  said  to  sliow  not  only  his  useful- 
ne^^s  as  a  legislator,  but  also  the  quali- 
ties by  which  that  usefulness  was 
achie\ed. 

Vefone  example  of  his  steadfastness 
of  purpose  when  he  felt  he  was  in.  the 
right,  and  of  his  courage  in  bearing  the 
burden  of  his  official  acts,  is  related  by- 
Mr.  Holman,  meniber  of  the  House 
from  Indiana,  in  the  course  of  his  me- 
morial speech  in  the  presence  of  that 
body  :  "Circumstances  occurred  in  the 
closing  period  of  the  Forty-ninth   Con- 
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gress  that  hrought  into  full  \iew  his 
great  qualities.  Conditions  arose  ot 
extraordinary  embarassment  in  relation 
to  an  important  appropriation  bill 
under  Judge  Burnes'  control.  In  that 
contention,  gentlemen  who  were  care- 
fully noting  the  course  of  events  saw 
him  display  high  qualities  of  self- 
denial  and  fortitude  worthy  of  a  Roman 
senator  in  the  golden  age  of  that  re- 
public. 

"One  of  the  great  corporations 
which  have  grown  out  of  the  Federal 
policy  of  our  age,  greatly  indebted  to 
the  United  States,  asserted  a  claim 
against  the  government  involving  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  demanded  its  pay- 
ment without  reference  to  the  just 
counter  claim  of  the  United  States  of 
a  vastly  greater  sum,  but  not  yet  tech- 
nically due.  After  an  e.xhausti\e  ex- 
amination, Judge  Burnes  reached  the 
conclusion  that  it  ought  not  in  justice, 
to  be  paid.  Repeated  conferences  on 
the  bill  jendered  it  reasonably  certain 
that  unless  Judge  Burnes  and  his  asso- 
ciate House  confreres  receded,  and 
permitted  the  payment  of  the  claim, 
the  bill  would  fail.  The  bill  involved 
very  large  sums  tliat  ought  to  be  appro- 
jiriated,  and  about  which  there  v.-as  no 
dispute  : — claims  the  most  meritorious. 

•■'The  situation  was  one  of  extreme 
embarassment.  To  recede  allo\\'L'd  the 
payment  of  millions  which  Judge 
Burnes  thought  ought  not,  under  tlie 
circumstances,  to  be  paid  ;  to  refuse  to 
recede  postponed  payment  of  claims 
eminentl)-  just  and  meritorious — claims 
of  soldiers  of  the  late   Union  army  and 


their  widows  and  orphan  children,  and 
other  meritorious  and  necessary  ap- 
propriations not  in  dispute;  but  Judge 
Burnes,  sorely  pressed,  did  not  falter. 
The  hour  of  final  adjournment,  fixed 
by  law,  rapidly  approached  and  every 
influence  which  policy,  interest  anfl 
power  could  suggest,  was  brought  to 
bear  to  induce  him  to  recede  from  his 
position,  but  he  stood  by  his  convic- 
tions with  the  firmness  of  a  rock  which 
had  defied  for  centuries  the  rage  of  "the 
ocean. 

■•He  understood  well  the  severe 
criticism  he  would  encounter  if  the  bill 
failed  in  his  hands,  for  but  few  such 
events  have  occurred  in  our  history, 
but  he  did  not  falter.  He  brought 
hastily  into  the  House  a  bill  embodying 
the  most  pressing  and  meritorious  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  in  dispute,  and  on 
his  motion  it  was  instantly  passed  by 
the  House  and  sent  to  the  Senate.  Al- 
most at  the  last  moment  concession  was 
made  to  his  views,  but  it  was  too  late 
and  the  bill  failed.  Happily,  no  ma- 
terial public  inconvenience  resulted 
from  its  failure  ;  the  ends  of  justice 
were  secured  and  this  noble  example 
will  remain  upon  the  records  of  Con- 
gress forever  of  unfaltering  firmness  in 
the  performance  of  a  public  duty." 

Col.  Burnes  was  a  member  of  all  the 
>rasonic  orders,  inrluding  that  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine:  and  also  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Red  ^[en,  and  also  of  the 
Elks.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  South,  and  built  for 
that    church    a    house    of    worship     in 
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AVeston,  Missouri,  and  ga\e  to  its  Sun- 
day school  a  larye  lilirury. 

CoL.Buriies  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Patton  Skinner,  of  Kentucky,  a 
noble,  gentle,  cultivated,  Christian 
lady,  who  was  an  invalid  for  many 
years,  and  survived  her  husband.  Six 
children  were  born  to  them,  only  two 
of  whom  are  now  living,  D.  D.  Burnes, 
one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  and  C.  C.  Burnes, 
vice-president  of  tlie  National  Bank  of 
St.  Louis,  As  a  husband  he  was 
tender,  loving  and  devoted.  As  a 
father  he  was  kind,  considerate,  affec- 
tionate and  companionable.  He 
and  his  two  brothers,  D.  D.  and 
Col.  C»l\in  F.  Burnes,  were  alwa\  s  as- 
sociated together  in  their  lives  and 
business,  and  tlieir  fondness  and  devo- 
tion to  each  other  were  conspicuous 
and  striking.  The  death  of  his  bro- 
ther, D.  D.  Burnes,  in  1S67,  left  his 
six  minor  children  orphans,  who  were 
adopted  by  him  and  his  brother,  C.  F., 
and  by  Col.  Burnes  were  reared  in  his 
family  as  his  own  children,  and  upon 
his  death  became  co-sharers  of  his 
estate  with  his  own   children. 

No  sketch  of  the  life  of  James  Nelson 
Burnes  could  be  complete  that  did  not 
dwell  particularly  upon  the  central  idea 
of  the  Burnes  l>rothers.  There  were 
live  of  them  in  all.  and  all  their  inter- 
ests, aims  and  desires  were  followed 
with  the  constant  belief  that  the  ad- 
vancement of  one  was  the  advance- 
ment of  all.  .\ll  through  life  a  favor 
(lone'one  was  counted  as  an  (obligation 
to  be  paid  bv  all. 
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It  was  while  in  the  midst  of  a  career 
of  busy  public  usefulness — in  fact  while 
literally  in  the  watchful  discharge  of 
the  trust  inipo.sed  upon  him  by  the 
people  of  Missouri — that  the  final  suiu- 
mons  came.  Death  laid  him  low  al- 
most by  the  lightning's  stroke,  although 
time  was  given  him  between  the  hrst 
blow  and  the  quiet  end  to  know  that 
the  supreme  hoiir  was  come,  and  to 
breathe  a  regret — not  for  himself,  for 
his  life  had  been  so  ordered  that  he 
had  no  fear — that  he  was  not  spared  to 
finish  the  work  he  had  hoped  to  do. 
On  the  afternoon  of  January  23,  1SS9, 
he  was  stricken  with  partial  paralysis, 
and  passed  from  life  peacefully  and 
without  a  struggle  at  12:46  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th.  The  first  symp- 
ton  of  the  approaching  attack  was  ex- 
perienced when  Mr.  Butterworth.  of 
Ohio,  also  a  member  of  the  House, 
called  Col.  Burnes'  attention  to  a 
passage  of  the  Sundry  civil  bill  then 
under  consideration.  In  an  attempt  to 
respond,  Col.  Burnes  remarked  that 
his  tongue  appeared  to  be  affected,  so 
he  experienced  great  difficulty  in 
speaking.  Noticing  that  his  'face  ap- 
peared to  be  somewhat  drawn  on  the 
left  side,  Mr.  Butterworth  insisted 
that  he  should  go  into  the  east  portico, 
and  from  thence  to  a  <'(immittee  roiun 
where  he  sank  exhausted  upon  a  couch. 
Physicians  were  hastily  called.  Under 
their  orders  he  was  coineyed  t(5  lus 
rooms  at  Wiilard's,  where  he  rallied 
somewhat,  but  at  seven  P.  M.  he 
lost  consciousness,  and  never  re- 
gained   the  use  of  his   mental    faculties 
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— death  roming  peacefully  at  the  hour 
named. 

Mr.^  Butterworth  has  j^iven  us  a 
glimpse  of  the  clmracter  of  the  man  in 
his  account  of  the  occurrences  of  that 
brief  periud  when  the  matter  lay 
trembling  in  the  balance:  ••  \\'e  stood 
there  alone,  while  he  seemed  to  be  strug- 
gling to  throw  off  the  influence  that  op- 
pressed him.  I  have  never  seen  such 
a  struggle  between  the  will  and  the 
physical  man.  At  last  he  seemed 
fully  to  realize  the  nature  of  the 
struggle  in  which  he  was  engaged. 
Putting  one  hand  upon  my  shoulder, 
he  said,  realizing,  as  I  did  not.  the 
danger  which  was  present :  '  Ben,  it  is 
hard  tg  quit  the  battle  now;'  and 
after  a  moment's  silence  he  said  again, 
'  I  hate  to  leave  the  field  now.'  I  then 
understood  wliat  iie  meant  but  did  not 
dream  that  he  knew,  and  I  am  sure 
that  I  did  not,  that  he  was  stricken, 
and  tlrat  speedy  dissolution  was  im- 
minent. He  said  again  with  earnest- 
ness, but  having  difficulty  with  his  ar- 
ticulation, 'I  have  much  to  do,  and  I 
hate  to  quit  the  battle  now.'  I  said  to 
him  in  reply,  •  Why,  Burnes,  you  are 
good  for  tv.-enty  years  yet.'  He  shook 
his  head  in  a  manner  which  left  no 
doubt  that  he  felt  that  his  hour  had 
come.  In  a  moment  he  reviewed  the 
work  lie  had  done,  and  surveyed  the 
ungathered  harvest  which  spread  out 
before  him,  and  contemplated  the 
labor  unperformed,  and  to  which  he 
was  about  to  lend  his  willing  hand. 
But  it  could  not  be." 

The  remains  were  tenderly  conveyed 


to  llie  U'est  accompanied  by  a  Con- 
gressional committee  of  three  Senators 
and  seven  Representatives,  and  escorted 
to  Ayr  Lawn,  the  family  residence  in 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  from  whence 
they  were  finally  borne — in  the  presence 
of  an  immense  concourse  of  mourners, 
gathered  from  all  quarters  and  repre- 
senting all  classes — to  their  final  resting 
place  in  Mt.  Mora  cemetery,  where  the 
interment  was  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Knights  Templar. 

The  sympathy  and  sorrow  of  those, 
the  country  over,  who  had  personally 
known  the  fallen  leader;  of  the  state, 
as  voiced  through  the  legislature;  and 
especially  of  the  home  city  of  St. 
Joseph,  were  declared  in  many  ways, 
and  many  resolutions  of  condolence 
and  regret  were  adopted.  --The  people 
of  Missouri."  declared  the  Senate  and 
House,  ■•will  ever  reverence  his  name, 
and  treasure  the  memory  of  his  many 
virtues."  It  was  declared  by  the 
Kansas  legislature:  •■  That  in  the 
death  of  Col.  Burnes  this  state  has  lost 
a  warm  supporter,  the  West  a  loyal 
friend  and  leading  legislator,  and  the 
country  at  large  an  honest,  wise  and 
consistent  statesman."  "In  the  death 
of  Col.  James  X.  Burnes,"  said  the 
cit>  council  of  St.  Joseph,  "the  city 
has  lost  one  of  its  most  valued,  honest 
and  progressive  citizens;  the  district  a 
watchful  and  faithful  servant,  and  the 
country  a  wise  and  patriotic  statesman, 
for  whose  loss  a  nation  mourns."  The 
vari(nis  societies  to  which  he  belonged, 
the  Bar  of  St.  Joseph,  the  Trades  As- 
sembly,  the    St.    Joseph   TurnVerein, 
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the  colored  people  in  mass  meeting  as- 
sembled, and  other  bodies  at  home  and 
elsewher*.  gave  expression  to  like 
sentiments  :  while  the  press  ever)-where 
•voiced  the  common  sorrow  in  words  of 
eulogy  and  sympathy. 

The  character  of  James  X.  Burnes 
may  be  read  between  the  lines  of  the 
foregoing,  and  little  need  be  added 
thereto.  He  was  faithful,  manly,  just, 
in  all  the  relations  of  public  or  private 
life.  In  the  words  of  one  who  knew 
him  well,  uttered  in  the  presence  of 
the  N'ational  House  of  Representa- 
tives that  had  gathered  to  do  formal 
honor  to  his  memory:  "He  was  a 
bu^y.  an  active,  a  practical  and  a  pros- 
perous man.  The  successes  which 
marked  his  career  were  not  the  chances 
of  fortune,  but  rather  the  results  of 
toil,  sagacity,  courage  and  inflexible 
determination.  He  was  self-reliant  and 
self-confident,  and  full  to  the  over- 
flowing of  resource.  He  thought  for 
himself;  he  acted  for  himself.  His 
plans  were  carefully  considered,  and 
when  matured  he  pushed  them  on 
boldly  and  skillfully  to  their  accom- 
plishment. The  tendency  of  his  mind 
was  not  in  a  single  direction,  nor  was 
it  limited  in  its  aspirations  or  under- 
takings. Any  enterprise  which  pro- 
mised gratification  to  his  ambition  or 
usefulness  to  humanity  was  sure  to 
meet  with  favor  at  his  hands.    Possess- 


ing an  intellectuality  capable  of  the 
highest  and  of  the  finest  polish,  he  was 
nevertheless  a  man  of  action.  A 
theorist,  a  philosopher,  a  lover  of  liter- 
ature, he  was  also  eminently  practical 
in  all  his  aims  and  efforts.  He  was 
endowed  with  a  most  excellent  judge- 
ment, which,  under  the  most  trying 
circumstances,  never  lost  its  just  equi- 
poise nor  failed  to  serve  him  as  a  sure, 
a  safe,  and  a  ready  counsellor.  He 
never  lost  his  presence  of  mind,  but 
met  and  grappled  with  difficulties  as 
they  arose  without  hesitation  or  fear. 
To  the  acti\ity.  strength  and  diversity 
of  his  mental  endowments  were  added 
graces  of  deportment  and  character 
which  contributed  in  no  small  degree 
to  his  advancement  in  life.  He  was 
easy  to  be  approached,  courteous  in 
bearing,  affable  in  manners,  true  to 
friendship,  faithful  to  promises,  and 
considerate  to  those  with  whom  he  was 
connected,  without  regard  to  station 
in  life.  These  lovable  qualities  added 
very  materially  to  his  strength  and  in- 
fluence with  men.  He  was  wealthy 
without  being  ostentatious.  His  liber- 
ality was  not  accompanied  by  selfish 
extravagance.  Possessing  all  of  these 
high  and  varied  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart,  it  is  not  a  wonder  that  he  be- 
came a  recognized  leader,  and  won  for 
himself  complete  success  in  all  his 
undertakings." 
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The  members  of  the  little  colony 
planted  here  one  hundred  years  ayo 
were  ardent  Federalists.  Their  strong 
personality  was  impressed  upon  every 
measure  establishing  social  order,  and 
the  settlements  made  by  the  Ohio  Com- 
pany, as  well  as  those  on  the  Scioto 
and  Miami  ri\ers.  and  the  Lake,  grew 
up  and  flourished  under  this  influence. 
The  French  on  the  Wabash,  the  Illi- 
nois and  Mississippi,  when  they  re- 
ceived the  Ordinance  of  17S7  from 
Gov.  St.  Clair,  gave  assurance  of  loyal 
support.  The  selection  ot  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Congress  that  passed  the 
Ordinance — the  last  Continental  Con- 
gress— for  Governor,  was  a  wise  one. 
The  enterprise  was  essentially  an  ex- 
perimentr  .\  \v-ilderness  controlled  and 
peopled  by  savages  was  to  be  subdued, 
and  out  ot  it  five  commonwealths,  the 
equal  of  the  thirteen  colonies,  created. 
The  task  was  an  arduous  one.  and  cer- 
tainly hazanluous.  requiring  courage, 
endurance,  patience,  and  a  high  order 
of  intelligence.  Congress  had  pro- 
vided the  most  perfect    charter   yet  de- 
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vised  for  republican  government — the 
first  charter  distinctly  proclaiming  the 
brotherhood  of  man — a  charter  declar- 
inginplain  ternts  that  religion,  morality 
and  knowledge  are  necessary  to  good 
government  and  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind. New  England,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  pro\ided 
the  men  and  women,  among  the  very 
best  members  of  their  respective  com- 
munities, to  establish  government 
under  it.  Their  chief  magistrate  was  a 
man  of  ripe  experience,  as  well  as  of 
thorough  education.  A  soldier  U!ider 
Wolfe,  a  trusted  agent  of  the  propri- 
etors of  Pennsylvania,  a  magistrate 
o\er  an  extensive  district,  a  major- 
general  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
honored  by  the  friendship  of  \\'ashing- 
ton,  a  friend  and  associate  of  Lafay- 
ette, president  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and,  because  of  his  brilliant  con- 
\ersational  powers,  a  favorite  in  the 
drawing  room  ;  handsome  in  form  and 
dignifietl  in  bearing,  he  was  a  leader 
calculated  to  win  the  hearts  of  all.  St. 
Clair,  during  the  years  of  war.  sacri- 
ficed a  fortune  for  his  country  ;  in 
taking  upon  himself  the  labor  and  risk 
of  administering  a  government  over  a 
vast  territory  stretching  from  the  Ohio 
to  the  .Mississippi,  he  sacrificed  the  com- 
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forts  of  hnnie.  the  social  advantages  of 
the  P^ast.  aad  lirilliant  political  pros- 
pects .which  would  have  justified  him 
in  refusing  the  office. 

It  is  worth  our  while  to  review  some 
of  his  opinions  of  government,  to  en- 
able us  to  judge  correctly  of  his  fitness 
for  this  important  administrative  office. 
We  find  these  expressed  in  pamphlets 
and  communications  to  the  press, 
written  after  the  peace  and  in  the 
reports  and  recomriiendatiuns  of  the 
concil  of  censors,  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 

One  of  Dr.  Franklin's  political  hob- 
bies was,  that  the  supreme  legislative 
power  ofa  state  should  be  vested  in  a 
single- bod\.  This  principle  was  in- 
corporateil  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
province  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was 
formed  and  adopted  in  1770.  under 
the  influence  of  that  great  man.  It 
led  to  much  mischief  and  oppression, 
and  yet  to  the  great  surprise  of  the 
students  of  history,  the  debates  in  the 
convention  tluit  framed  the  Federal 
Constitution  in  17S7,  show  that  he  was 
not  convinced,  at  that  period,  that  it 
was  not  the  best  form  of  government.'* 

In    the    C(jlf)nial    days  the   principles 
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Kr.inklin  h.ul  cliniii^'ed  his  opinion  on  this 
suliject  a  -.eomd  time,  as  in  a  foot-note  in  one 
ofthe  p.uapliltts  ii.-ued  from  the  press  in  17S3, 
(ien.  St.  CUiir  speaks  of  the  "  inconsistency  of 
that  jjreat  n.ai!''— Dr.  P'ranklin  at  tliat  time 
lieing  clashed  \\\xh  the  opponents  ofa  .-.ingle 
legislative  l)ody. 
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of  Republican  gcjvernment,  by  which 
harniony  is  preser\ed  between  the 
legislative,  e.xectitive  and  judicial  de- 
partments, and  all  made  immediately 
responsible  to  the  people,  were  not 
everywhere  accepted  and  not  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  i  776.  The  leaders  in  the 
constitutional  convention  of  that  vear 
devised  an  ingenious  and  uniciue  plan 
for  bringing  the  government  of  Penn- 
sylvania under  popular  review.  It  was 
a  provision  for  the  election  in  17SJ;. 
and  thereafter  every  seven  years  by 
the  freemen  ofthe  cities  aud  counties, 
of  a  body  of  review  and  recommenda- 
tion to  be  called  the  Council  of  Cen- 
sors. This  council  was  to  inquire 
whether  the  Constitution  had  been 
preserved  inviolate  in  every  part: 
whether  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  of  the  government  had  per- 
formed their  duties  as  guardians  of 
the  people,  or  assumed  to  themselves 
greater  powers  than  they  were  en- 
titled to:  and  whether  the  public  taxes 
had  been  justly  laid  and  collected. 
This  was  a  device  worthy  of  a  specula- 
tive philosopher.  Init  irnpracticable,  as 
the  council  had  no  power  to  enforce 
its  findings. 

The  PeiinsyK  aula  Constitution  pro- 
vidtd  that  a  new  Constitutional  Conxe.n- 
tion  could  not  be  called  unless  recom- 
mended by  a  two-thir<!s  vote  of  the 
Council  of  Censors.  This  could  not  be 
secured, because  six  of  the  members  were 
office  holders  under  the  old  system ,  who 
were  sure  to  lose  by  any  change,  and' 
they  voted  steadily  with  the  minority 
against  a    new  convention,  and  against 
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all  reroninieiidations  tor  reform  of  the 
civil  service.  St.  CMair,  indignant  at 
the  corruption,  addressed  the  public  in 
a  pamphlet,  in  which  lie  laid  bare  the 
fact  that  these  six  men  had  been  found 
unfaithful  to  their  trust,  and  by  their 
unwarranted  presence  in  the  council 
prevented  reforms  and  prosecutions 
for  violations  of  law.  This  failure  of 
the  scheme  to  protect  the  people  is  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  impracticable 
in  politics,  and  invites  to  humorous  re- 
flections at  the  expense  of  the  philoso- 
pher, who  was  undoubtedly  the  author 
of  it. 

St.  Clair,  as  the  leader  of  the  ma- 
jority, made  an  exhaustive  report  an 
the  Constitution  of  1776.  pointing  out 
its  defects,  and  subsequently  submit- 
ting a  plan  of  government  embodying 
his  views  of  what  a  fundamental  law  of 
a  state  should  be.  It  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  traverse  his  reports  to-night: 
suffice  it  to  remark  that  this  plan  was 
similar  as  to  a  division  of  the  powers 
of  government  to  that  embodied  in  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  in  most  of 
the  state  constitutions:  and  that  this 
and  his  arguments  in  its  support 
were  made  public  four  years  before 
the  Federal  Convention  of  T7S7. 
Many  of  the  arguments  advanced 
in  the  discussions  in  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  17S7.  and  in 
the  Federalist,  which  ha\e  been  ap- 
plauded by  writers  and  statesmen, 
were  made  use  of  in  1783  by  St.  Clair. 
His  comment  on  a  many-headed  ex- 
ecutive, as  exenipiitied  in  the  Pennsl}- 
vania  Executive  Council,  which  choose 


one  of  their  number  ['resident,  deserves 
to  be  repeated.      He  said: 

"  An  Executive  Council  is  a  mon- 
ster. It  may  do  great  harm,  and 
never  do  any  good;  it  will  ever  want 
that  energy  and  promptness  that  are 
essential  to  an  executive  body,  for  it  is 
not  executive,  but  deliberative.  It  de- 
stroys all  responsibility,  and  is  a  very 
useless  expense.  If  the  President  has 
abilities,  the  council  are  but  the 
solemn  witnesses  of  his  acts;  if  he  is 
ambitious  at  the  same  time,  they -will 
be  found  to  be  his  useful  instruments; 
if  he  is  cruel  or  revengeful,  at  once  his 
ready  tool  and  a  defense  behind  which 
he  at  any  time  can  shelter  himself;  if 
rapacious,  they  will  share  with  him  in 
the  plunder  of  their  country,  I  wish 
for  the  honor  of  human  nature  no  such 
combination  could  ever  be  found;  but 
we  know  they  have  existed  together 
in  other  countries;  they  may  exist 
together  in  this." 

Justices  of  the  peace,  he  thought, 
should  be  elected  by  the  freemen,  but 
as  the  lives  and  propertyof  the  citizens 
depended  in  a  great  degree  upon  the 
judges  of  the  higher  courts,  he  held 
that  they  should  be  appointed  for  life, 
or  during  good  behavior,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  niade  independent  of 
political  influences. 

He  belli  that  the  legislature  should 
c(msist  of  an  upper  and  a  lower  house 
—  or  a  Senate  and  an  Assembly — and 
that  the  action  of  the  majority  should 
be  final,  except  in  the  case  of  the  exer- 
cise of  the  veto  power  by  the  Governor, 
when  a   two-thirds  vote    should  be  re- 
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(juired  to  pass  ft  bill  over  the  executive 
negative.  It  was  his  opinion  that  no 
reasons, against  the  law  oiij^ht  to  ap- 
pear upon  the  minutes.  ''If,"  said 
he,  "  the  bill  passes  by  a  majority  of 
one  only,  it  is  as  binding  as  if  it  had 
passed  with  unanimous  consent.  A  dis- 
sent, with  reasons,  on  the  minutes  can 
answer  no  enil  but  to  foment  party  dis- 
putes and  weaken  the  force  of  the  law 
and  impede  its  execution.  But  the 
happiness  of  a  state  is  so  intimately 
combined  v.-ith  a  vigorous  execution  of, 
and  prompt  obedience  to,  the  laws 
that,  where  these  are  wanting,  anarchy 
must  ensue.  If  the  laws  are  found  im- 
perfect or  oppressive,  they  should  be 
amendetl  or  repealed.  The  privilege 
of  entering  the  yeas  and  nays  is  all  that 
any  member  should  desire,  and-  is  as 
much  as  is  consistent  with  order  and 
good  government." 

All  very  trite  to-day,  but  over  a  hun- 
dred years  ago  in  Pennsylvania  a  des- 
perate contest  followed  this  public 
utterance  of  St,  Clair's — Sniilie,  Find- 
lay  and  others  who  took  on  the  char- 
acter of  a  fierce  democracy,  declared 
that  such  a  restriction  would  prove  to 
be  the  instrument  of  a  corrupt  aristoc- 
racy leading  to  tyranny,  and  filling  the 
lands  with  their  cries. 

St.  Clair  also  held  advanced  views 
on  other  questio-ns  which  to-day  very 
much  disturb  the  peace  of  politicians 
wearing  Democratic  and  Republican 
labels.  He  objected  to  the  clause  in 
the  Constitution  of  '76  which  provided 
for  rotation  in  office,  as  he  declared  it 
to  be  against  the  public  good  for  the 
following  reasons: 


I.  liecause  the  hope  to  reappoint- 
ment to  office  is  amongst  the  strongest 
incentives  to  the  due  execution  of  the 
trust  it  confers. 

:?.  Because  the  state  is  thereby 
necessarily  deprived  of  the  services  of 
useful  men  for  a  time,  and  compelled 
to  make  experiment  of  others  who 
may  not  prove  equally  wise  and  virtu- 
ous. 

3.  Because  the  check  intended  by 
such  principle  of  rotation  can  be  of  no 
good  effect  to  repress  inordinate  ambi- 
tion, unless  it  were  extended  so  as  to 
preclude  a  man  from  hidding  any  office 
whatever. 

4.  Because  the  privilege  of  the 
people  in  elections  is  so  far  infringed 
as  that  they  are  thereby  deprived  of 
the  right  of  choosing  those  persons 
whom  they  would  prefer. 

St.  Clair  objected  to  giving  to  im- 
migrarits  all  of  the  priviledges  of  citi- 
zens after  only  a  brief  residence,  as  it 
was  calculated  to  prevent  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  government  by  habits 
and  prejudices,  -'which  often  bind 
mankind  more  powerfully  than  laws." 
Coming  from  monarchial  and  aristocra- 
tic governments,  they  brought  with 
them  ideas  at  war  with  republican 
principles,  and  being  the  victims  ot' 
oppression  they  would  be  too  often 
moved  to  view  all  forms  of  law  as  un- 
justly restraining  antl  threatening  per- 
sonal liberty,  k  period  should  be  al- 
lowed for  educating  the  newcomers  be- 
fore entrusting  them  with  all  the  re- 
sponsiliilities  of  American  citi/.enship. 
A    moderate    share     of     property    he 
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deemed  essential  to  make  an  elector 
independent.  "I  do  not  count  inde- 
pendence,and  wealth  always  together," 
said  he.  ••  but  I  pronoance  poverty 
and  dependence  to  be  inseparable." 

These  views  enable  us  to  estimate 
the  ability  and  character  of  the  leader 
chosen  to  establish  government  in  the 
territory  northwest  of  the  tiver  Ohio, 
under  the  first  purely  republican — the 
first  purely  American — charter  formed 
on  the  Western  continent.  For  thir- 
teen years  he  never  faltered  :  for  thir- 
teen years  he  had  the  support  of  the 
little  colony  headed  by  Rufus  Putnam, 
and  in  the  end  the  work  was  crowned 
with  success. 

Although  so  distant  from  the  centre 
of  pt)litical  strife.  Washington's  former 
companions  in  arm.s  here  located, 
sympathized  with  the  National  admin- 
istration and  gave  it  loyal  support. 

Soon  political  affairs  in  the  territory 
took  on  the  character  of  those  east  of 
the  mountains,  and  the  dominating 
power  was  Federal ;  the -opposing  .\uti- 
Federal.  *  The  act  defining  the  bound- 
aries of  a  county,  the  selection  of  a 
site  for  a  county  seat,  the  appointment 
of  justices,  attorneys  and  sheriffs, 
arrayed  men  against  each  other  on  the 
lines  of  national  politics,  notwithstand- 
ing the  real  motive  often  originated  in 
l)ersonaI  gain  or  loss.  The  whisky 
rebels  of  western  Pennsylvania  re- 
ceived no  sympathy  from  the  loyal 
people  of  the  territory,  whose  officers 
joined  in  search  for  the  fugitives  from 
justice.  As  population  increased,  and 
the  victims  of    baffled   ambition  multi- 


plied, the  Anti-Federalists  took  on  a 
bolder  front,  and  in  some  places  defied 
the  territorial  administration.  They 
received  encouragement  from  the  Ken- 
tucky Republicans,  who  were  building 
up  a  commonwealth  under  conditions 
less  favorable,  in  important  respects, 
than  those  enjoyed  by  the  people 
north  of  the  Ohio.  "  Xews,  we  have 
none."  wrote  St.  Clair  to  his  son 
Daniel  in  179S:  '-but  the  madness  of 
Kentuck}-,  and  of  that  you  will  hear 
enough  from  the  public  papers  without 
ray  troubling  either  you  or  myself  with 
it.  Everything  in  the  political  hemi- 
sphere is  as  right  on  our  side  of  the 
river  as  I  could  wish  it.  Although  we 
are  so  near  neighbors,  the  people  on 
this  side  of  the  river  are  the  very  anti- 
podes.of  Kentuckians." 

It  will  be  seen  that  four  years 
wrought  a  change  that  must  have  sur- 
prised the  Federalists  of  the  territory. 
They  did  not  hold  their  supremacy, 
as  they  confidently  e.xpected.  The 
contests  led  to  irregularities  in  the  ad- 
mission of  Ohio  into  the  L'nion,  to 
which  I  will  now  invite  your  attention. 

The  Ordinance  of  17S7  was  a  com- 
pact made  between  the  government  of 
the  thirteen  colonies  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  tlie  territory,  and  could  not  be 
clianged  without  the  consent  of  both 
parties.  It  was  so  perfect  an  instru- 
ment that  there  was  no  warrant  for 
tampering  with  it.  Eff<jrt  was  made 
repeatedly  to  cliange  it,  at  the  instance 
of  inhabitants  of  Southern  origin,  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  slavery,  and 
it  came   near  meeting  with    success   in 


COrF.RXOK    JERF..UlA[l   MOi:KO\V. 


Ohio,.  Indiana  and  Illinois  as  well  as  in 
Congress.  That  disaster  was  averted 
through  the  labors  of  a  few  wise  men 
who  looked  beyond  their  day  and  gen- 
eration. We  shall  see  that  there  wiis 
tampering  for  political  purposes,  and" 
because  of  this  Ohio  was  admitted  at 
an  earlier  day  than  would  otherwise 
have  been  possible.  Mr.  Jefferson's 
first  election  was  secured  on  a  very 
narrow  margin — it  was  by  the  grace 
and  personal  intervenion  of  his  old 
enemy,  Alexander  Hamilton.  ,It  was 
desirable  that  a  new  Republican  state 
should  be  formed  before  the  next  elec- 
tion, in  1S04.  The  parties  were  so 
evenly  divided  in  the  territory  that  the 
political  cpmplevion  of  the  electoral 
vote  of  the  state  would  depend  on 
whether  it  was  admitted  througii  the 
instrumentalities  of  the  Republican  or 
the  Federalist  party.  The  Virginia 
colony  in  Ross  county  were  ambitious 
to  give  the  State  to  Jefferson  and  win 
the  right  to  share  in  the  Xational 
councils.  They  were  young  and  am- 
bitious and  skillful  in  the  manipulation 
of  politics.  At  first  they  proposed  to 
make  Ohio  a  Republican  state,  with 
St.  Clair  as  Governor,  but  Symmes 
and  Findlay  and  John  Smith  (the 
Smith  of  lUirr's  conspiracy;  protested 
so  vigorously,  the  scheme  was  aban- 
doned. St.  Clair  had  offended 
Symmes  by  insisting  that  he  should 
set  apart  the  university  section  in  his 
purchase,  as  he  had  contracted  to  do. 
He  had  removed  Findlay  from  an  office 
he  had  disgraced,  and  later  he  had  re- 
ported  Thomas  Worthington  for  viola- 


tion of  the  land  laws  and  the  rights  of 
settlers.  St.  riair  was  stiff  and  un- 
compromising, and  these  politicians 
determined  to  break  his  neck,  as  they 
could  not  bend  it.  They  assailed  his 
character  and  preferred  charges  against 
him,  only  one  of  which  proved  serious, 
and  that  was  due  to  a  misunderstand- 
ing of  the  instructions  of  the  State 
Department.  Mr.  Jefferson  refused  to 
acton  these,  and  the  scheme  was  likely 
to  fail,  when  the.  Federalists  them- 
sel\-es,  by  imprudence  in  countermin- 
ing, made  a  breach  through  which  the 
enemy  marched  to  victory.  St.  Clair, 
Gen.  Putnam,  Dr.  Cutler  and  Judge 
Burnet,  who  were  the  real  founders  of 
Ohio,  were  anxious  that  when  admitted 
as  a  state  Ohio  should  be  Federalist. 
They  got  up  a  scheme  so  to  alter  the 
boundaries  of  the  eastern  division  of 
the  territory  as  to  make  the  Scioto  the 
western  boundary  line.  This  would 
have  reduced  the  populati-on  of  the 
Eastern  division,  and  kept  it  in  terri- 
torial condition  for  some  years  longer. 
A  bill,  dratted  by  Judge  Burnet,  was 
parsed  by  the  territorial  legislature. 
This  gave  the  Republicans  a  fulcrum 
at  Washington,  and  they  used  it  with 
such  effect  as  to  knock  the  Federalists 
out  in  the  second    round. 

The  Ordinance  of  17S7  provided  for 
the  state  lines,  and  for  the  admission 
of  the  territorial  divisions  into  the 
Union  as  states.  The  language  is 
■mandatory  : 

••Whenever  any  of  the  said  states 
shall  ha\e  00,000  free  inhabitants  there- 
in, such  state  shall  be  admitted    bv  its 
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delegates  into  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  states,  in  all  respects  wiiat- 
ever  :  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form 
a  permanent  constitution  and  state 
government." 

An  enabling  act  was  not  called  for. 
All  necessary  authority  was  already 
provided,  and  hence  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  April  30.  iSoj.was  a  direct 
interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
the  territory.  If  Gen.  Putnam  and 
Dr.  Cutler  had  stood  stoutly  up  to  this. 
and  had  not  set  the  example  of  depart- 
ing from  the  work  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  the  result  would  have  been 
different.  They  were  masters  of  the 
situation,  as  they  had  all  of  the 
machinery  in  Federalist  hands.  But 
they  made  a  fatal  mistake  'in  attempt- 
ing to  compete  with  the  Virginians  in 
political  intrigues :  a  mistake  often 
made    since  in  succeeding  generations. 

The-  leaders  of  the  Virginia  (or  Re- 
publican) party  were  Nathaniel  Massie, 
Thomas  Worthington,  Dr.  Edward 
Tiffin,  "Jeremiah  Morrow,  and  Return 
J.  Meigs.  Jr.,  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter, who  were  actuated  by  an  honor- 
able ambition  to  give  the  new  state  a 
more  liberal  form  of  government  than 
they  believed  the  Federalists  would  or 
could  give.  They  denounced  the  latter 
as  monarchists  with  as  glib  a  tongue  as 
the  followers  of  St.  Thomas  east  of 
the  mountains,  and  in  return  were  de- 
nounced as  Jacobins,  sympathizers 
with  the  reign  of  blood  and  anarchy 
in  France.  The  partisanship  of  the  be- 
ginning of   the  nineteenth    century  was 
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?  a  blind,  unreasoning  partisanship,  that 
turned  brother  against  brother,  and 
filled  the  land  with  hate  and  unhappi- 
ness.  That  is  a  striking  picture  Dr. 
Cutler  gives  us  of  Martha  Washington 
pouring  tea  and  coffee  for  visiting 
Federalists,  while  entertaining  them 
with  sarcastic  remarks  on  the  new 
order  of  things.  We  are  assured  that 
•'she  spoke  of  the  election  of  .Mr. 
Jefferson,  whom  she  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  detestable  of  mankind,  as 
the  greatest  misfortune  our  country 
had  ever  e.vperienced." 

Dr.  Cutler  himself  thought  at  first. 
from  the  tone  of  Jefferson's  inaugural, 
that  he  would  disappoint  the  Jacobiris, 
and  give  the  country  a  conservative  ad- 
ministration ;  but  when  the  bill  for  re- 
modeling the  judiciary,  passed  Con- 
gress he  was  certain  that  the  cabinet 
had  decreed  the  destruction  of  the 
Constitution. 

On  the  other  hand  if  we  were  to  read 
tlie  original  draft  of  a  letter  on  file  in 
the  State  Department  from  James 
Monroe  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  written 
one  month  after  the  inauguration  of 
the  latter,  we  would  find  the  party  of 
Washington  denounced  as  enemies  of  a 
Republican  government,  and  the  new 
President  aiKised  to  turn  out  the 
rascals  who  had  been  commissioned  by 
that  great  man,  and  fill  their  places 
with  trustworthy  Democrats. 

Having  sent  Gov.  Arthur  St.  Clair, 
the  leader  of  the  Federalists,  back  to 
his  Pennsylvania  hermitage,  I  crave 
\our  attention  for  a  few  moments 
longer  while  lintroduce  to  your  notice 
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another  Fennsylvanian.  one  of  the 
ablest  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democracy, 
whose  ho?ioral)ie  career  is  a  part  of  the 
history  of  Ohio. 

While  looking  over  some  old  manu- 
scripts the  other  day,  I  chanced  upon 
the  following  sentence  in  a  letter  to 
John  Sargeant,  from  a  correspondent 
in  1827,  who  was  canvassing  the  names 
of  persons  mentioned  for  the  office  of 
Vice-President: 

•'Gov.  Morrow,"  he  said,  "is  an 
estimable,  but  assuredly  not  a  strong 
man."  This  is  the  judgment  of  a  con- 
temporary v.-!i(i  was  favorable  to  the 
pretensions  of  another.  We  shall  see 
whether  it  is  correct. 

JeremiaTi  Morrow  was  a  member  of 
the  legislature  of  the  Northwest  terri- 
tory; a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
convention  of  1802  ;  of  the  first  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Ohio ;  he  was  the 
first,  and. for  ten  years  the  sole  repre- 
sentative of  the  state  in  the  lower 
House  of  Congress  ;  six  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  States  Senate; 
was  elected  Governor  of  the  state  for 
two  terms,  and  at  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  his  neighbors.  ser\ed  them 
again  in  his  old  age  in  Congress  and  in 
the  Legislature.  This  is  not  the  record 
of  an  ordinary  man. 

Gov.  Mcjrruw  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
<lesceDt,  his  rainily  being  a  branch  of 
the  Scotch  family  of  Murray.  His  an- 
cestors are  traced  through  the  north  of 
Ireland  to  Sc(;tland.  Some  of  his  an- 
cestors bore  a  conspicuotis  part  in  the 
siege  of  Londonderry  in  16S9,  and 
from  this   place    his   grandfather,    lere- 


luiah  Murray,  emigrated  to  America 
in  1730.  He  hail  but  one  son,  John, 
who  first  adopted  the  present  orthog- 
raphy of  the  name,  and  who  was  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  .Adams  county.  Penn- 
sylvania. This  John  Morrow,  or 
Murray,  had  three  sons,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  named  after  the  grandfather,  is 
the  subject  of  my  sketch.  He  was 
l)orn  near  Gettysburg,  October  oth, 
1771.  Jeremiah  had  the  experience 
of  all  farmer  boys,  plenty  of  work  tcj 
d(j  and  limited  terms  at  such  schools 
as  the  country  afforded.  Like  other 
ambitious  young  men  he  acquired 
enough  of  mathematics  to  become  an 
efficient  surveyor,  and  thus  equippeiL 
with  a  taste  for  reading,  he  entered  on 
practical  life  and  soon  made  up  for  the 
lack  of  the  extrinsic  aids  of  a  college 
education.  He  went  to  the  Ohio 
valley  in  about  the  year  1796,  and  was 
employed  as  a  school  teacher  and  sirr- 
\eyor  at  Columbia.  While  thus  en- 
gaged he  purchased  a  considerable 
tract  of  land  on  the  Little  Miami, 
about  thirty  miles  from  its  niduth,  in 
what  is  now  Warren  cduiUv.  He  re- 
turned to  Penns>l\ania  for  a  wife,  and 
on  the  igth  of  IVbruary,  1799,'  he 
married  Mary  Parkhill  of  Fayette 
county,  who  acctMUpanied  him  to  the 
West  to  share  the  |)rivati(ins  of  a  pio- 
neer life.  He  had  erected  a  log  cabin, 
and   was  soon     busy   felling   trees,  and 

.Mr.  Morrow  won  the  confidence  of 
his  neighbors,  and  in  rSoi  they  sent 
him  to  represent  them  in  the  Territor- 
ial   Legislature  —  the     first    legislative 
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body  that  met  in  the  old  State  I-[ouse 
at  ChilUcothe. 

Mr.*Morro\vhad  been  in  corresponil- 
ence  with  Col.  ^Vo^thingtou.  and  al- 
though the  Federalists  were  very  strong 
in  Hamilton  county,  which  he  repres- 
ented, he  was  recognized  as  belonging 
to  the  Republican  party,  which  had 
been  organized  in  the  new  country  by 
the  Virginians,  ^^'l^en  Jacob  Burnet, 
of  the  council,  had  succeeded  in  get- 
ting his  bill  providing  for  a  division  of 
the  territory  enacted  into  a  law,  the 
minority  protested  so  vigorously  that 
Congress  refused  to  approve  of  the 
measure,  and  the  Federalists  never 
afterwards  reco\ered.  Within  one 
year  a*  contention  had  convened,  and 
Mr.  Morrow  participated  in  the  work 
of  framing  the  constitution  for  the  new 
state.  He  was  chairman' of  the  com- 
mittee that  prepared  and  reported  the 
fourth  article  of  the  constitution  pre- 
scribing the  qualifications  of  electors. 

After  the  admission  of  tlie  State  into 
the  L'jiion,  Mr.  Morrow,  a^  a  mendjer 
of  the  first  State  Senate,  bore  a  distin- 
guished part  in  the  work  <A  adapting 
the  territorial  laws  to  tlie  new  order  of 
things  introduced  by  the  adoption  of  a 
state  gdxerni'.icnt.  At  a  siiecial  elec- 
tion held  on  the  21st  of  June,  1S03, 
he  was  elected  a  representative  in  Con- 
gress, and  held  that  ofrice  for  ten  con- 
secutive years.  When,  under  a  new 
apportionment,  the  >tate  was  allowed  a 
larger  representation.  Mr.  Morrow  was 
transferred  to  the  Senate. 

When  Mr.  .\I,,rr,,w  entered  the 
Ho\ise  he  was  assigned  U>  the  commit- 


teeon  public  lands,  the  very  first  stand- 
ing committee  charged  with  the  care 
of  this  important  interest  appointed  in 
the  House.  He  subsequently  served  in 
both  Houses  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  public  lands.  He  was  by 
nature  and  experience  well  fitted  for 
this  work,  which  required  a  practical 
mind  and  a  sound  judgment.  He  knew 
thoroughly  the  wants  of  the  settlers, 
and  possessed  the  firmness,  independ- 
ence and  moral  courage  to  resist  the 
lobby-scheming  of  land  speculators. 
His  opinion  on  any  subject  relating  to 
tlie  public  domain  uniformly  com- 
manded the  respect  of  Congress,  so 
that  it  came  to  pass  that  almost  all  of 
the  laws  providing  for  the  survey  and 
disposal  of  the  public  lands  during  the 
period  he  was  in  Congress  were  drafted 
by  him. 

Fet  us  pause  to  hear  the  estimate 
put  upon  this  part  of  Mr.  Morrow's 
public  services  by  the  most  competent 
authority  of  his  day:  "  During  the  long 
period  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  in  the  Senate,"  said  Henry  Clay. 
■•  that  Ohio's  upright  and  unambitious 
citi/.en,  the  first  representative  of  the 
state,  and  aftenvards  Senator  and  Gov- 
ernor, presided  over  the  committee  on 
public  lands  we  heard  of  no  chimerical 
schemes.  "  All  went  on  smoothly, 
(juietly.  safely.  No  man  in  the  sphere 
within  which  he  acted  ever  commanded 
or  deserved  the  implicit  confidence  of 
Congress  more  than  Jeremiah  Morrow. 
There  existed  a  jierfect  persuasion  of 
liis  entire  impartiality  and  justice  be- 
tween the  old   states  and  the  new.     A 
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few  artless  but  sensible  words  pro- 
nounced in  his  plain  Scotch-Irish 
dialect.  ?vere  always  sufficient  to  insure 
the  passage  of  an}-  bill  or  resolution 
which  he  reported." 

In  iSo6,  Mr.  Morrow,  in  the  House, 
in  connection  with  Mr.  Worthington, 
of  Ohio,  and  Gen.  Samuel  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  of  the  Senate,  intrculuced 
measures  which  led  to  the  improve- 
ment known  as  the  Cumberland  road. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  at  this  day, when 
every  part  of  the  continent  is  acces- 
sible by  railroad  or  steamboat,  and  al- 
most every  neii^hborhood  has  its  paved 
or  macadamized  road  for  wagons  and 
pleasure  carria,E;es,  to  conceive  of  the 
great  commercial  importance  this  mac- 
adami:ed  hiuhwa_\-,  connecting  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  Atlantic  with  a 
tributary  of  the  Mississippi,  was  to  the 
people  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  The 
policy  of  internal  improvements  was 
one  that  Washington  had  much  at 
heart,  and  as  a  part  of  a  general  system, 
especiaH\'  a  road  connecting  the  Poto- 
mac with  the  Ohio.  It  remained  for 
particularists  to  deny  to  the  national 
government  under  the  Constitution  any 
power  to  aid  in  the  work  of  interna! 
improvements.  Mr.  Morrow  and  Col. 
Worthington,  although  active  members 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Republican  party, 
continued  zealous  in  seeking  go\ern- 
mental  aid  in  the  extension  of  com- 
merce. .\t  the  opening^of  the  Four- 
teenth Congress — a  congress  celebrated 
not  less  for  the  important  measures  it 
originated  than  for  the  distinguished 
men  enrolled   as  members — Mr.    Mor- 


row was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  com- 
mittee in  the  Senate  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  ['resident's  mes- 
sage as  related  to  roads  and  canals, 
and  on  the  6th  of  February,  iSi6,  he 
presented  an  able  and  lucid  report  on 
the  whole  subject,  the  first  I  believe' 
ever  presented  in  either  house  recom- 
mending a  general  system  of  internal 
improvements. 

AV'hen  Mr.  Morrow's  term  in  the 
Senate  expired  in  1S19,  he  declined  a 
re-election  and  returned  to  his  farm. 
But  public  sentiment  was  against  his 
retiring,  and  he  was  appointed  a  canal 
commissioner  in  1820  and  again  in 
1822.  As,  however,  he  was  elected 
Governor  in  this  latter  year,  he  de- 
clined to  act  as  commissioner.  During 
the  four  years  he  filled  thegubernatorial 
chair,  he  was  industriously  furthering 
the  interests  of  the  state,  encouraging 
the  construction  of  roads  and  promo- 
ting the  great  enterprise  of  connecting 
Lake  Erie  v,'ith  the  Ohio  river  by 
means  of  canals,  an  enterprise  that  had 
a  remarkable  influence  over  the  future 
character  of  the  population  of  the 
state  and  of  advancing  the  grade  of  the 
state  in  the  Union.  It  was  the  4th  of 
July.  1S25,  that  the  work  was  begun, 
De  Witt  Clinton  assisting  Gov.  Morrow 
at  the  ceremonies.  Clinton  was  in- 
duced to  visit  Ohio  by  a  few  over-zeal- 
ous friends  who  promised  a  presiden- 
tial boom,  but  we  are  assured  by  the 
correspondence  of  the  day  that  the  in- 
fluence of  ••  Harry  of  the  West  "  was 
so  manifest  wherever  he  went  as  to  dis- 
turb the  mind  of  the    New  York  guest. 
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He  said  many  ugly  things  about  Mr. 
Clay  afterwards,  and  while  he  did  not 
reach  th^  presidential  chair,  he  did  de- 
feat Mr.  Clay  in  New  York,  and  there- 
by broke  the  hearts  of  thousands. 

During  this  same  year  Gov.  Morrow 
welcomed  La  Fayette  to  the  State — 
the  occasion  being  made  much  of  by 
all  who  could  possibly  reach  Cincin- 
nati, where  the  reception  took  place. 
In  his  account,  of  his  tour  La  Fayette 
speaks  pleasantly  of  the  Governor  and 
of  the  people  of  Ohio. 

At  the  close  of  his  second  guberna- 
torial term,  Gov.  Morrow  again  tried 
to  retire  to  public  life,  but  his  neigh- 
bors sent  him  to  the  State  Senate.  In 
182S  he  headed  the  electoral  ticket  for 
John  Quincy  Adams,  and  in  1832  the 
Clay  and  Sergeant  electoral  ticket.  He 
was  also  the  first  president  of  the 
Little  Miami  Railroad  Company. 

In  1S40,  when  Gov.  Morrow  was  in 
his  seventieth  year,  he  was  again  sent 
to  Congress,  under  the  following  inter- 
esting circumstances.  That  was  the 
log  cabin'year,  when  the  people  of  the 
state  went  wild  over  the  brilliant 
speeches  of  America's  greatest  orator, 
Corwin,  and  the  songsof  John  Griener. 
Mr.  Corwin  resigned  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress to  accept  a  Whig  nomination  for 
Governor,  and  a  mass  convention  was 
held  at  Wilmington  to  nominate  a  suc- 
cessor. It  is  said  that  ten  thousand 
people  were  present  on  that  occasion, 
and  I  belie\e  it  to  be  true.  It  would 
have  been  hard  to  find  a  section  in 
Ohio  se  poor  in  people,  or  in  spirit,  at 
any  time  in    1S40   or   1844  where  ten 


thousand  people  could  not  be  got 
together  on  two  weeks'  notice  to  hear 
a  political  discussion.  At  this  Wil- 
mington meeting,  where  Corwin  gave 
an  account  of  his  stewardship,  and 
drew  philosophical  lessons  for  the 
benefit  of  his  auditors  in  this  inimitable 
style,  each  county  appointed  fifty  de- 
legates to  select  a  successor,  and  Gov. 
Morrow  was  their  unanimous  choice  to 
fill  the  une.Kpired  term  and  the  suc- 
ceeding term.  It  was  ratified  by  the 
mass  convention  with  great  enthusiasm. 
When  Gov.  Morrow  went  to  ^Vashing- 
ton  to  take  his  seat  he  found  in  the 
House  but  one  member  who  had 
served  with  him  in  the  Eighth  Con- 
gress when  he  first  entered  on  a  Con- 
gressional career  in  1803- — and  this 
member,  then  a  Representative,  a 
Senator  in  1803,  and  subsequently 
President,  was  perhaps  the  most  emin- 
ent American  citizen  of  the  day — John 
Huincy  Adam.s.  the  Old  Man  Eloquent, 
who  was  then  contending  for  the  right 
of  petition  and  the  freedom  of  speech. 
But  the  change  in  manners  was  not  less 
than  in  men.  '•  My  old  associates.'' 
said  Gov.  Morrow  in  a  tone  of  sadness 
to  a  friend,  ■■  are  nearly  all  gone.  I 
am  acting  with  another  generation. 
The  courtesies  which  members  form- 
erly extended  to  each  other  are.  in  a 
great  measure,  laid  aside,  and  I  feel 
that  I  am  in  the  way  of  younger  men." 
This  service  closed  the  public  career 
of  Jeremiah  Morrow— a  career  that  ex- 
tended over  a  period  of  forty  years. 
During  this  whole  time  Mr.  Morrow 
never  sought  an  office,  nor  did   he  ever 
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refuse  one.  His  opinion,  always  mod- 
estly expressed,  was  that  a  citizen  of  a 
republic  should  be  ready  to  discharge 
any  duty  to  which  he  was  called  by  the 
voices  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

I  think  it  well  here  to  repeat  the 
words  of  Gen.  Durbin  \Vard  on  the 
retirement   of  Mr.  Morrow.      He  said  : 

•'Iw-ell  remember  when  the  vener- 
able old  man  declined  serving  longer  in 
Congress.  With  that  gravity  of  intona- 
tion for  v,'hich  he  was  remarkable,  he 
announced  to  his  fellow-citizens  that 
he  wished  to  be  excused  from  serving 
them  longer:  that  he  had  lived  through 
his  age  and  generation  and  served  it  as 
best  he  could  ;  that  new  men  and  new 
interests  had  grown  up  around  hiai, 
and  that  it  was  now  proper  for  him  to 
leave  those  interests  to  the  keeping  of 
the  present  generation,  who  better  un- 
derstood, and  who  more  warmly  sym- 
pathized in  the  wants  of  the  present 
age.  He  made  the  same  response  when 
solicited  to  take  a  seafc  in  the  second 
Constitutional  convention.  He  said  he 
had  assisted  in  forming  one  constitu- 
tion ;  it  was  now  worn  out.  and  he 
was  worn  out  with  it.  The  new  one 
ought  to  be  formed  by  those  who  would 
live  under  it." 

Tiiese  were  words  of  wisdom  uttered 
by  one  who  had  had  bestowed  upon 
him  the  highest  honors  without  him- 
self apparently  being  conscious  of  pos- 
sessing any  merit  beyond  that  belong- 
ing to  the  humblest  citizen  in  the  com- 
munity. In  the  discharge  of  a  public 
duty 'he  put  forth  all  his  powersj  but 
place    never    exalted    him  ;    he  was  su- 


perior to  it.  Justice  John  McLean,  a 
neighbor  who  knew  him  intimately  in 
public  and  private  life,  said  of  him  : 
"  \o  man  was  firmer  in  matters  of 
principle:  and  on  these,  as  in  matters 
of  detail,  he  always  maintained  himself 
with  great  ability.  His  mind  was 
sound  and  discriminating.  No  man  in 
Congress  who  served  with  him  had  a 
sounder  judgment.  His  opinions  on 
great  questions  were  of  more  value, 
and  were  more  appreciated  in  high 
quarters,  than  the  opinions  of  many 
others  whose  claims  of  statesmanship 
and  oratory  were  much  higher  than  his. 
Mr.  Jefferson  had  much  reliance  in 
him,  and  J\[r.  Gallatin  gave  him,  in 
every  respect,  the  highest  evidence  of 
his  confidence.  There  never  sat  in 
Congress  a  man  more  devoted  to  the 
public  interests,  and  of  a  fairer  or  more 
elevated  morality." 

During  the  last  years  of  his  life, 
Gov.  Morrow  resided  in  a  plain  frame 
house  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  hill  and 
close  to  the  bank  of  the  Little  Miami, 
one  of  se\eral  plain  dwellings  he  had 
erected  near  his  mills,  which  were 
turned  b)-  that  stream.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  grave  by  some  years  : 
his  children  were  married  and  settled. 
In  his  old  age  he  preserved  the  same 
simplicity  of  life  and  unpretending 
manners  which  had  characterized  his 
earlier  life.  He  occupied  a  single  but 
spacious  room,  plainly  furnished,  which 
was  the  sitting-room,  parlor  and  lib- 
rary. His  library  was  large  and  well 
selected,  and  here,  occupied  with  his 
books  and  newspapers,  in    the  full   use 
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of  his  mental  faculties,  he  lived   in  the 


enjoyment  of  a  happy  and  compara- 
tively healthful  old  age.  He  died  on 
the  22d  day  of  March,  1S51.  in  the 
eighty-first  year  of  his  age. 

This,  all  ton  briefly  related,  is  the 
story  of  a  useful  life.  There  is  not  a 
trace  of  genius;  nothing  of  evil  to  at- 
tribute to  eccentricity.  It  is  clear 
that  Mr.  Morrow  was  not  "a  child  of 
destiny,"  but  a  plain  man  who  feared 
God  and  loved  his  fellow-men.  And 
here,  friends  of  Ohio,  I  wish  to  pro- 
claim in  this  a.;e  of  unbelief,  of  the 
false  and  meretricious,  the  ancient  and 
divine  doctrine  of  character  as  being 
the  highest  type  of  manhood.  Wit 
may  edify,  genius  may  captivate,  but 
it  is  truth  that  blesses  and  endures  and 
becomes  immortal.  It  is  not  what  a 
man  seems  to  be.  but  what  he  is  that 
should  determine  his  worth, 

It  is  in  the  light  of  this  doctrine  that 
I  wish  you  ro  form  an  opinion  of  Jere- 
miah Morrow.  A  few  additional  words 
descriptive  of  his  person  and  of  traits 
of  charactefwill  bring  the  h:an  more 
plainly  before  you. 

He  was  of  medium  stature,  rather 
thin,  verystraight.  strongandactive,  and 
capable  of  enduring  much  fati;.;ue.  His 
eyes  and  hair  v,-ere  dark,  but  in  the 
last  years  of  his  life  the  latter  was 
nearly  perfectly  white.  In  dress  he 
was  exceedingly  careless,  even  while  in 
public  life.  At  home  his  usual  attire 
was  as  plain  and  homely  as  that  worn 
by  his  neighbor  farmers,  or  his  work- 
hands.  At  no  period  during  his  life 
did  he  consider  manual   labor  beneath 


him,  and  few  men  with  a  sickle  coidd 
reap  more  grain  in  a  day  than  he. 
These  homely  ways  occasionally  led 
ambitious  and  officious  politicians  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  would  be  as 
potter's  clay  in  their  hands.  His 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mac  Dill,  of  the 
Associate  Reformed,  or  United  Pres- 
byterian church,  of  which  Mr.  Morrow 
was  a  life-long  and  consistent  member, 
relates  that  "  when  his  first  guberna- 
torial term  was  nearly  expired,  some 
gentlemen  about  Columbus.  wlio 
seemed  to  regard  themselves  as  a  board 
specially  appointed  to  superintend  the 
distribution  of  offices  in  -the  state  of 
Ohio,  had  a  meeting,  and  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  on  him  and  advise 
him  as  to  his  duty.  The  committee 
called,  and  speedily  made  known  their 
business.  It  was  to  prevail  on  him 
(for  the  public  good,  of  course,)  not  to 
stand  as  a  candidate  for  a  second  term, 
but  to  give  way  in  favor  of  another. 
They  promised  that  if  he  would  do 
this  they  would  use  their  influence  to 
return  him  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  where,  they  assured  him,  he 
would  be  more  useful  to  the  state. 
Having  patiently  heard  them  through, 
he  calmly  replied  :  '  I  consider  office 
as  belonging  to  the  people.  .\  few  of 
us  have  no  right  to  make  bargains  on 
the  subject,  and  I  have  no  bargain  to 
make.  1  have  concluded  to  serve 
another  term  if  the  people  see  fit  to 
elect  me,  though  without  caring  much 
about  it.'  " 

.\  friend  relates  this   anecdote  of  the 
Governor:     "On    one      occasion,     an 
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officer  from  one  of  the  Eastern  states 
came  to  Columbus  as  the  agent  ia  an 
important  criminal  case.  The  Gover- 
nor was  on  !iis  farm,  and  as  the  case 
admitted  of  no  delay  the  agi-nt  went 
post-haste  to  find  him.  Arriving  at 
the  old  mansion  he  asked  for  Gov. 
.Morrow.  A  lady  directed  him  to  the 
barn.  Feeling  that  he  was  being  hum- 
bugged the  man  went  under  j)rotest,  as 
directed.  He  found  two  men  busy  with 
a  load  of  hay,  one  pitching  to  the  mow, 
the  other  mowing  away.  He  looked 
in  vain  for  Gov.  Morrow,  and  a  little 
out  of  humor,  asked  of  the  man  on  the 
wagon  of  his  whereabouts.  The  in- 
dividual addressed  pitched  his  last  fork 
full  to  the  mow.  and  taking  off  his  hat, 
wiping  the  perspiration  from  his  brow.  ' 
said  ;  'I  am  Gov.  ?ilorrow.  wh.at  can  1 
do  for  you,  sir?'  The  agent,  now 
sure  of  the  humbug,  said  he  wished  to 
see  Gov.  Morrow  on  business,  and 
none  of.  his  servants.  The  farmer  de- 
scended from  the  wagon,  directed 
•  John  '  to  drive  the  oxen  out  to  the 
meadow-;  assured  the  man  that  he  was 
the  Governor  ;  and  being  one  of  the 
best  talkers  of  the  day,  he  soon  con- 
\inced  the  indignant  agent  tliat  the 
Governor  of  Ohio  was  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place,  and  that  he  under- 
stood the  dignity  of  the  gubernatorial 
chair  as  well  as  the  mysteries  of  tlie 
hay-mow.  Years  afterwards  I  met  this 
man  in  Boston,  and  he  said  that  the 
strangest  adventure  in  !iis  career  was 
his  meeting  jvith  Gov.  Morrow  in  the 
barn.]' 

One  more  illustration  and  I  am  done; 
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When  Charles  Anderson  was  Governor, 
and  I  Secretary  of  State,  we  represent- 
ed tile  state  government  at  Urbana  on 
the  occasion  of  the  ren-.oval  of  tl'.c  re- 
mains of  Simon  Kenton  to  the  new 
cemetary  of  that  place,  where  a  hand- 
some monument  had  been  erected  to 
the  famous  pioneer.  .\nd  here  1  in- 
terrupt my  narrative  to  remark  paren- 
thetically, and  not  as  pertinent  to  my 
subject,  that  while  the  dignified otticers 
of  t!ie  state  and  hundreds  of  worthy 
citizens  followed  the  remains  oi  the 
pioneers  to  their  final  resting  place  in 
solemn  silence,  tlie  descendants  of 
Kenton  were'  enjoying  themselves  at  a 
feast — a  grim  commentary,  you  will 
say,  on  family  pride.  But  so  far  as 
the  public  were  concerned,  the  cere- 
mony had  its  sentimental,  its  patriotic 
side. 

Ttie  occasion  was  calculated  to  in- 
spire reminisences  and  anecdotes  of 
early  Ohio  days,  and  Governor  .\nder- 
son  proved  to  be  in  his  happiest  mood, 
the  full  meaning  of  which  will  be  ap- 
preciated by  those  here  present  to- 
night who  were  e\-er  so  fortunate  as  to 
listen  to  the  conversation  of  that  brilli- 
ant man.  He  iiad  a  great  deal  to  say 
about  Gov.  Morrow,  who,  as  trustee  of 
Miami  University,  often  visited  that 
institution  and  invariably.  fr(jm  choice, 
roomed  with  young  .Vnderson.  He 
therefore  came  to.  Ivuuw  him  well,  and 
within  a  few  months,  at  my  request, 
has  put  in  writing  his  opinion  ot  .Mr. 
Morrow.      He  says: 

"  If  [  were  compelled  to  choose  and 
name  the  one  ablest  and  best  of  all  the 
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Governors  whom  I  knew  it  would  be 
this     Jeremiah      Morros\\    of     Warren 

county 1    believe  i    ha\e 

known  but  one  man  who  haii  so  little 
of  the  spirit  ■  to  show  off  "—of  false 
pretense,  of  selfish  vanity  or  ambition 
—as  he  had.  And  as  for  his  merely 
intellectual  powers  and  culture,  with- 
out being,  as  far  as  1  know,  very  pro- 
found or  original,  and  neither  brilliant 
nor  eloquent,  he  had  so  many  exact, 
yet  varied  and  extensive,  knowledges, 
with  such  accuracy  and  aptness  of 
memory  and  citation,  that  I  am  com- 
pelled to  adjuge  him  a  high  place  as 
well  in  scholarship  as  statesmanship." 
■  The  anecdote-  I  am  about  to  relate 
will  give  you  the  estimate  of  an  intel- 
ligent foreigner  of  this  Ohio  pioneer. 
Gov.  Anderson  said  in  the  conversa- 
tion, to  which  I  have  referred,  that 
after  he  had  graduaded  at  O-xford  he 
went  abroad  to  spend  a  year  in  Europe. 
Some  lime  in  the  month  of  October  of 
the  same  year  (1S45)  he  chanced  to 
meet  at  Prague,  in  Bohemia,  an  Eng- 
lish partyof  three  gentlemen — a  couple 
of  barristers  traveling  for  pleasure,  and 
a  Scotch  commercial  traveler.  They 
together  visited  all  the  noted  places 
throughout  that  country,,  and  by  these 
associations  became  welded  into  a  suffi- 
cient homogeneity  to  be  called  "  Our 
r''arty."  .\t  an  early  hour  on  a  fine 
autumn  da_\  the)  turned  their  faces 
homewarii  and  followed  the  Moldaw 
toward  but  not  as  far  as  the  river 
Elbe,  until  they  reached  the  little 
steamboat  on  which  they  were  to  em- 
bark, some  distance  above  the  junction 


of  these  classic  streams.  A\hile  they 
were  lounging  around  the  dock  await- 
ing the  arrival  of  the  •'  captain."  as  we 
Americans  always  dub  such  officers,  a 
sudden  shower  came  up  and  drove  the 
passengers  into  the  close  quarters  of 
the  cabin.  Among  these  passengers  so 
packed  together  was  a  curiously  and 
elegantly  dressed  personage,  in  clean, 
bright  scarlet  coat,  buff  \-est  and  shirt, 
fair  top  boots,  a  very  jaunty  little  cap, 
with  an  elegant  whip  in  his  hand.  Be- 
ing fresh  shaven,  except  his  oiled  side 
whiskers,  clean  as  new  cloth  and  fine 
linen  could  make  him,  he  was,  with  his 
fresh  pink  complexion,  his  handson\e 
regular  features  and  comely  stoutish 
figure,  to  a  novice  like  young  Ander- 
son, one  of  the  most  curious  and 
elegant  figures  he  had  e\er  seen  off  the 
stage.  It  was  a  pity  he  had  not  re- 
mained as  a  figure  "  to  be  seen,  not 
heard,"  as  parents  in  the  good  old 
days  were  wont  to  say  to  the  boys. 
But  alas!  he  spoke.  And  such  gram- 
mar, such  metallic  tones,  interlarded 
with  slang  and  vulgar  profanity,  as 
never  before  offended  ■  mortal  ears  in 
the  presence  of  ladies.  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  all  this  outrage  was  in  Eng- 
lish. Indeed,  declared  Go\ .  .\nder- 
son,  no  otlier  language  on  earth,  dead 
or  living,  ever  had  the  capability  of 
such  slang  and  profanity  as  was  then 
heard.  Undoubtedly  this  ■•Professor" 
of  the  profane  branch  of  the  Queen's 
English  did  not  ilreaui  that  any  of 
those  present,  except  his  pwn  associ- 
ates and  the  Aiiderson  party,  known 
b)    their   dress,  understood   a   word  of 
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his  chaffing.  Rut  he  was  soon  to  he 
undeceived  in  a  surprising  manner:  for 
after  two  or  three  repetitions  there 
aro-'e  from  his  seat  between  two  ladies, 
of  very  plain  but  most  genteel  apparel 
and  most  quiet  refined  appearance  and 
demeanor,  another  figure  as  striking  as 
his  own.  but  in  a  very  different  fashion. 
He  was  a  very  giant  in  size  and  pro- 
portions. Very  much  above  six  feet 
in  height,  he  was  broad,  straight,  com- 
pact, sinewy — one  of  the  noblest  and 
most  majestic  human  beings  .\nderson 
had  ever  beheld.  And  he  spoke  also. 
to  the  amazement  of  the"  little  party,  in 
the  best  tones  and  clearest  sense  in 
our  own  dear  tongue.  "Steward  "  he 
called  calmly.  No  response.  '■  S/jk'- 
ani,"  with  a  slight  crescendo.  Still 
no  response.  ••  Stew.xrd."  he  shout- 
ed, so  as  to  be  lieard  throughout  the 
boat.  W'liereapon  the  steward  showed 
liis  face.  '•  Where  is  the  master  of  tliis 
vessel  ?•"  The  steward  replied  that  he 
liad  not  )et  arrived  from  Prague.  Then 
<jur  modern  Ajax  announced  in  effect 
that  he  Vould  usurp  tlrat  ofhce  for  the 
Ijrescnt  occasion.  .Vnd  thereupon 
pointing  his  finger  to  the  ascending 
steps,  he  cooly  ordered  the  burly 
Britisiier  in  scarlet  and  buff  tights  to 
mcjve  up  and  out.  The  free-borti 
Briton  refused  peremptorily.  He  said 
he  had  paid  for  his  ticket,  that  he  had 
equal  rights,  tliat  it  was  raining  and  he 
would  not  go  for  any  man.  To  all  of 
whicli  the  new  master  said  ••  Go."  his 
stalwart  finger  still  pointing  the  way. 
-\fter -a  slight  but  impressive  pau.-;e  lie 
added:   •'  I  know  you,  sir.      Vou  are  a 


low  servant  of  my  friend  the  Earl  of 
Chesterfield — the  head  groom  of  his 
racing  stud,  and  you  have  forgotten 
that  you  are  not  in  the  presence  of  his 
horses  and  your  other  fellow-brutes. 
Now  move,  sirrah!  or  [  will  move 
\ou."  .\nd  thereupon  out  moved  the 
bold  Briton  into  the  rain. 

In  a  short  time  the  shower  passed, 
and  the  little  family  party  of  .\nglo- 
Saxons  went  on  deck  for  tiie  freshened 
air  and  the  sunlight,  (^f  course,  a 
squad  of  four  of  that  race  of  bipeds 
could  never  be  collected  in  which  there 
would  not,  after  such  a  scene,  arise  a 
split,  a  taking  of  sides;  a  discussion  of 
the  rights  of  the  parties:  much  vague 
reference  to  .Magna  Charta,  to  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  etc.  And  so  in  this  case 
there  was  a  division.  The  Scotchman, 
keen  in  debate  and  jealous  of  the  Eng- 
lish, began  the  schism  by  rejoicing 
over  the  discomfiture  of  the  groom. 
The  English  barristers  were  inclined, 
for  argument's  sake,  to  stand  upon  the 
free  speech  of  Magna  Charta.  and  as 
.Xnderson,  who  sympathized  with  the 
\oung  ladies  and  admired  the  master- 
ful stranger,  sided  with  the  Scotchman, 
their  discussion  became  animated.  As 
the  words  of  strife  closed,  the  Scotch- 
man disappeared  below  to  gather  fresh 
items.  In  a  little  while,  as  it  turned 
out.  he  informed  our  hero  of  the  de- 
bates that  they  had  settled  down  into 
unanimity  on  his  side,  but  that  his 
American  friend,  with  wlioiu  he  had 
traveled  the  Danube,  had  been  very 
warm  in  his  aiKoc.us'  of  his  pnicedure 
and  admiration  of  his  bearing.  The  big 
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Stranger  then  said  he  would  like  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  an  American; 
that  this  wa^s  his  country  almost;  that 
he  had  never  seen  an  American  so  far 
east  in  Europe,  and  that  having  spent 
many  hap[jy  days  in  the  United  States, 
he  would  be  really  glad  to  have  a  chat 
with  this  American  friend  of  Camp- 
bell's. And  thereupon  up  came  the 
twain,  like  Douglas  and  his  page,  and 
so  young  Anderson  had  the  honor' of  a 
presentation  to  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Saxe  Weimar — a  soldier  of  Waterloo,  a 
relative  of  the  royal  family  of  Eng- 
land, and.  among  other  distinctions, 
the  author  of  two  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed,  as  well  as  expensive, volumes 
of  Americana. 

During  the  trip  down  the  beautiful 
river  to  Dresden  the  Grand  Duke  paid 
marked  attention  to  the  young  Ameri- 
can, and  in  conversation  showed  the 
most  accurate  familiarity  with  our  his- 
tory and  'institutions,  and  acquaint- 
ance with  prominent  citizens  in  every 
section  of  the  country.  For  instance. 
in  relating  "his  experience  in  Ohio,  he 
spoke  of  Co\-.  Morrow,  Judge  Burnet, 
Gen.  Lyttle,  Gen.  Findlay,  Peyton 
Symmes.  Robert  liuchanan,  A.  W. 
Gazlay.  Xichiilas  Longworth,  and 
others,  rightly  estimating  the  ability 
and  characteristics  of  each.  ■'•  Next  to 
your  great  statesman,  Henry  Clay," 
sain  he,  "  I  took  the  greatest  liking  to 
the  Governor  of  your  state — Gov. 
Morrow — wlioae  acquaintance  I  made 
in  the  most  thoroughly  American 
manner.-"  And  diereupoii  he  related 
how,  taking   a   carriage  at   Cincinnati, 


he  traveled  to  Colundsus  to  pay  his 
respects  to  the  Governor,  but,  on  the 
advice  of  a  Cincinnati  friend,  he  called 
en  ri'uft-  at  the  farm  of  Gov.  Morrnv.-. 
^\■heu  he  reached  the  farm  he  saw  a 
small  party  of  men  in  a  new  field, 
rolling  logs.  This  scene  of  a  deaden- 
ing or  clearing,  is  familiar  to  those  of 
us  fortunate  enougli  to  have  been 
brought  up  in  Ohio,  but  to  a  European 
raised  in  courts,  it  must  have  been  an 
amazing  sight.  After  twenty  years,  he 
gave  a  quick  and  picturesque,  almost 
poetic  description  of  this  remarkable 
scene  on  the  Little  Miami  ;  but  I  must 
hasten  to  the  end.  Accosting  one  of 
tlie  workmen,  a  homely  little  man  in  a 
red  flannel  shirt,  and  with  a  smutch  of 
charcoal  across  his  cheek,  he  asked, 
aa  he  did  on  the  Elbe  boat,  ■•  Where  is 
your  master,  sir?"  •■  Master,"  ex- 
claimed the  other,  •■  I  own  no  master 
— no  master  but  him  above."  The 
duke  then  said,  rather  testily,  --Itis 
the  Governor  ijf  the  state,  Go\ .  .Mor- 
row, I  am  inquiring  for."  ••Well,  I 
am  Jeremiah  Morrow,"  replied  the  son 
of  toil,  with  unaffected  and  unconscious 
simplicity.  The  Grand  Duke  stood 
amazed.  This  little  man,  in  a  red 
llannel  shirt  and  home-made  tow  linen 
trousers,  leaning  on  a  dogwood  hand- 
spike, with  a  coal  smutched  face  and 
the  jeweled  sweat  drops  of  real  labor 
now  on  his  bro-.v,  and  a  marked 
Scotch-Irish  brogue  when  he  spoke! 
He  the  (Jovernor  of  Ohio?  Waa  it 
possible  ?  He  could  scarcely  credit 
his  senses.  The  history  of  Sparta  and 
Rome    were    as    household    words    to 
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him.  Cinciniiatus,  the  model  of  rural, 
if  not  rustic,  statesmen  and  heroes, 
had  so  filled  the  world  with  his  fame, 
that  he  had  indirectly  given  his  name 
to  the  neighboring  town  on  the  bank 
of  the  Ohio.  But  here  was  a  real, 
living  farmer,  rustic  laborer,  and  a 
statesman  too ;  not  a  figurehead  of  a 
Plutarch,  nor  the  dream  of  a  poet 
fancy,  but  a  present  reality,  a  man 
with  simple,  natural  manners  and  down- 
right honesty  of  character,  who  was 
quite  the  equal  of  any  classic  Cincin- 
natus  or  Cato  of  them  all..  He  had 
seen,  as  he  had  expected  in  this  new 
and  wild  country,  many  institutions  in 
the  process  of  development,  all  along 
the  line.^from  germ  to  grain  ;  but  a 
real  head  of  a  commonwealth,  in  such 
a  show  of  man — or  any  likeness  to  it — 
was  a  spectacle  he  had  not  seen  nor 
expected  to  see. 

After  he  had  somewhat  recovered 
from  his-surpri.se,  he  accepted  a  grace- 
ful invitation  to  go  to  the  house,  where 
he  of  the  red  ilannel  shirt  excused  him- 
self, and 'soon  reappeared  fittingly  ap- 
parelled for  tlie  governor  of  a  repub- 
lic. The  Grand  Duke  was  his  guest  in 
^Varren  count}-,  and  also  at  Columbus, 
for  some  days,  and  it  was  during  this 
time  that  a  plain  head  of  a  plain  people 
made  such  a  profound  impression. 

It  has  c<mie  to  be  the  fashion  with 
biographical  writers  to  dwell  u])on  the 
unfavorable  conditions  attending  the 
growth  and  education  of  successful 
men,  who  in  early  youth  hail  to  labor 
and  sa\e,  or  share  with  kin  tlic  hard- 
earned    dollars.      If   a  boy  voluntarily 


or  of  necessity  went  barefooted,  or,  if 
in  manhood,  he  took  a  contract  to 
split  rails,  it  is  accepted  as  evidence 
that  his  relations  were  not  onl)-  ])Oor 
but  ignorant  and  unfamiliar  with  the 
decencies  of  life,  not  to  say  deficient 
in  those  delicate  sensibilities  insepar- 
able from  noble  characters.  To  heighten 
the  contrast,  humble  friends  and  asso- 
ciate's are  made  to  appear  coarse  and 
repulsive — unjustly,  we  may  be  sure. 
Great  souls  are  not  born  of  evil. 
Strong  characters  surmount  diffirulties 
before  which  weakerones  succumb  and 
the  effort  is  a  valuable  aid  to  intellec- 
tual growth.  But  there  are  external 
influences  that  help  to  mold  the  man. 
In  the  case  of  Jeremiah  Morrow  there 
was  an  element  in  his  education  which 
must  not  be  overlooked,  for  which  he 
was  indebted  to  Christian  parents.  He 
was  by  them  instructed  by  precept  and 
example  in  the  great  principles  which 
guide  and  control  a  moral  and  religions 
life.  Similar  conditions  influenced  the 
education  of  the  leading  pioneers,  who 
wrought  a  mighty  work  in  the  Ohio 
\'alley,  and  of  their  successors  wlm 
have  departed,  lamented  by  the  whole 
.-Vuieric.ui  people  —  Hammond,  and 
Harrison,  and  McLean,  and  Corwin. 
and  Druugh,  and  Ewing,  and  W'ad.e. 
and  Chase,  and  Garfield.  These  like 
tliose  came  of  poor  but  of  thebest  .\m- 
erican  families,  dating  back  to  the  tinie 
when  there  was  no  marked  distinction 
except  that  of  human  worth;  ami  they 
died  as  they  lived  comparatively  poor. 
Tile  history  of  the  lives  uf  these  de- 
\oted  and  patriotic  men,  of  the  work 
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wrought  by  the  pioneers,  and  of  the 
manly  and  unpretentious  career  of 
Jeremiah  M<jrro\v.  to  which  I  have 
called  ybur  attenti(3n  to  nij^ht,  is  a 
precious  heritage  to  the  people  of 
Ohio. 

.\nd  here.  .Mr.  President.  I  ou,;,'ht  to 
close  my  remarks,  as  I  lia\e  already 
detained  you  too  long.  But  we  are  in 
the  midst  of  great  social  dangers,  and 
I  am  constrained  ti^  dwell  a  little 
longer  on  the  central  thought  of  my 
theme.  New  conditions  confront  each 
generation,  and  changes  have  to  be 
made  to  meet  them.  But  there  are 
principles  that  are  immutable,  and  a 
people's  history  is  glorious  or  infamous 
as  these  are  made  conspicuous  or  are 
trampled 'upon  in  private  and  official 
life.  We  ha\e  been  accused  by  for- 
eigners of  making  a  fetich  of  the  Con- 
stitution. If  we  were  to  live  up  to  the 
spirit  of  .the  Constitution,  we  would  be 
strong  enough  to  confront  any  danger 
from  without  or  within.  But  the  real 
American  fetich  is  the  pride  of  money, 
which  is  rapidly  destroying  the  rejiub- 
lican  simplicity  and  honesty  in  which 
our  strength  as  a  people  heretofore  lay. 
Rufus  King,  in  a  private  letter  in  1S03, 
predicted  that  if  we  had  another  war, 
there  would  be  afforded  another  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  riclies,  the  conse- 
<iuences  whereof  might  be  an  aristoc- 
racy of  the  most  .xlious  cliara<ter.  But 
the  picture 'he  drew  falls  far  short  of 
the  reality.  It  is  not  likely  that  Mr. 
King,  or  other  .\mericans  in  that  day, 
dreamed  that  men  would  count  their 
hundred   millions,    largely  acquired   by 


wrecking  corporations  and  other  ques- 
tionable methods;  or  through  the 
power  of  combination  destroy  indivi- 
dual enterprise — the  kejstone  of  thtj 
American  business  arch  :  or  that, 
through  the  selfish  greed  of  a  few.  and 
indifference  to  the  just  claims  and  wel- 
fare of  the  many,  we  should  be  brought 
at  the  close  of  the  first  century  of  the 
Constitution,  face  to  face  with  anarchy 
and  revenge.  .\nd  yet  is  not  this  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  our  country 
to-day  ^ 

Let  us  not  despair  of  the  Republic, 
but,  acquiring  the  faith  that  strength- 
ened the  immortal  Lincoln  in  days  as 
dark,  belie\e  that  Providence  will  find 
a  way  for  rendering  useful  for  good  the 
enormous  wealth  in  thf  possession  of 
the  few,  and  of  transforming  into  con- 
servative American  citizens  the  refugees 
of  Europe  without  the  horrors  of  crime 
and  bloody  revolution.  Much  depends 
upon  Ohio,  whose  central  location 
gives  her  great  power.  Heretofore  her 
leaders  have  been  actuated  by  a  noble 
ambition,  her  citizens  have  responded 
to  every  call  of  patriotism.  Private 
and  public  virtue  still  abound.  As  the 
example  of  a  simple,  dignified  and 
useful  life,  after  the  enjoyment  of  the 
highest  honors,  was  to  be  found  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Republic  at  Mount 
Vernon,  Monticello  and  Montpelier.  so 
it  is  to  t)C  found  to-day  at  Fremont. 
The  value  of  this  influence  cannot  be 
overestimated.  T>et  the  citizens  of 
Ohio  not  forget  the  living  lesson  which 
is  worthy  the  glorious  past  :  or  those 
to  whose  hands  hereafter  shall  be  con- 
tided  the  power  of  the  state  and  of  the 
Xation.  the  words  of  the  poet  : 
■■  Co.uliiev-  .1.1(1  -icnlnc-s  arc  not  means,  hut 
ends.  ■ 
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;k  important  versions 


THE    B[BLE 


IN    THE     tJTH    CENTURY, 
III. 


In  Part  II.  rcfereiice  was  made  to 
races  of  men  and  affinities  of  language, 
which  was  not  irrelevant,  as  versions  of 
the  Bible  depended  greatly  upon  the 
ability  of  men,  tlie  power  of  language, 
and  the  skill'  of  the  printers.  Prior  to 
the  fourteenth  century,  the  efforts 
made  t(i  produce  new  translations  of 
the  Scriptures  were  comparatively  few 
and  feeble,  and  during  the  period  of 
the  gradual  disappearance  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  and  evolution  of  the  English 
language.  England  was  under  Papal 
dominion,  and  the  Bible  was  not 
eagerly  sought. 

Some  of  those  who  had  been  con- 
i-erned  in  the  work  of  presenting  the 
Book  of  Books  to  their  fellow-men 
were  admitted  to  the  glory  of  martyr- 
dom, and  yet  the  work  went  bravely 
on.  E\eu  now  an  important  announce- 
ment conies  to  us  from  the  London 
.\cademy  which  shows  that  a  more 
liberal  spirit  prevails  among  the  Roman 
Catholics.  The  famous  MS..  Codex  B 
of  the  Old  and  N'ew  Testaments,  some- 
times called  tne  •■  \'atican  MS.."  is 
being  [/ublished  in  photographic  ftic- 
<^i"iitt\  under  the  ansi)ices  of  the  Pope. 


This  manuscript  which  belongs  to  the 
library  of  the  Vatican  is  one  of  the 
most  ancient  MSS.  extant,  being 
ascribed  by  some  to  the  middle  of  the 
fourth  century,  and  by  others  to  the 
middle  of  the  fifth  or  sixth  centurv. 

The  classilication'of  manuscripts  has 
been  divided  by  Griesback  into  the 
following  classes,  generally  termed 
recensions: 

I.  The  Alexandrian  recension,  so 
called  because  it  emanated  from  Alex- 
andria. 

II.  The  Western  recension,  used 
where  the  Latin  language  was  spoken, 
and  with  which  the  Latin  versions 
coincitie. 

III.  The  Constantinopolitan  recen- 
sion to  which  the  modern  MSS.  are 
referable. 

Various  systenis  of  classification  have 
been  proposed  by  different  writers; 
some  affirm  that  there  are  four  distinct 
classes,  and  others  that  there  are  only 
tw-o.  According  to  the  system  of 
Scholz,  MSS.  are  divisible  into  the 
Alexandrian  or  .African,  and  the  Con- 
stantinopolitan or  Asiatic.  Individual 
MSS.     are    distinguished      from     each 
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other  by  one  of  the  letters  of  the  al- 
phabet being  attixed  to  each.  Tliese 
marks  do  not  point  out  the  rela- 
tive antiquity  or  value  of  the  MSS.. 
but  seem  to  have  been  applied  in  the 
first  instance^  says  Prince  Bonaparte, 
in  a  very  arbitrary  manner,  and  to  have 
been  afterwards  retained  for  the  sake 
of  convenience. 

The  most  ancient  and  valuable 
manuscripts  which  have  been  handed 
down  to  us  are: 

Codex  A,  the  .\Iexandrine  MS.* 
Codex  B.    ••    Vatican 
Codex  C,    "    Codex  Ephraemi. 
Codex  D,    '■    Codex  Bezac. 
Codex  D,  again,  the  Codex  Claromon- 

tanus. 
Codex  Zacynthius.  a  palimpsest  MS. 


[45c 


-THE  GUTENBERG    HIDLE. 


Some  writers  on  early  Bibles  have 
been  -uncharitable  enough  to  say  that 
the  first  intention  of  Gutenberg  was  to 
produce  imitations  of  handwriting  on 
manuscripts,  and  to  dispose  of  ,wprks 
so  produced  for  manuscripts;  but  it  is 
more  generous  to  give  the  notable  in- 
ventor the  benefit  of  a  doubt.  The 
efforts  first  made  sho^y  that  such  imita- 
tion was  so  good  that  e^en  at  the  pres- 
ent time  it  takes  an  expert  to  deter- 
mine at  a  glance  if  the  book  of  that 
period  is  in  manuscript  or  print.  The 
difficulty  is  rendered  greater  from  the 
initial  letters  and  other  portions  of 
early  printed  books  having  been  put  in 
b)-.hand.  It  is  no  wonder,  then,  as 
Dore  truly  observes,  that  before  the 
process    of    printing    had    been    made 
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public  the  ilif^iculty  to  discriminate  in 
this  direction  was  exceedingly  great. 
Persons  familiar  with  medieval  writing 
cannot  fail  to  observe  how  much  the 
first  printed  book  resembles  the  best 
ancient  manuscripts.  By  this  great 
similarity  it  could  not  have  been  diffi- 
cult to  impose  upon  buyers,  and  with- 
out doubt  many  persons  paid  the  price 
of  a  manuscript  for  what  had  been  pro- 
duced by  the  secret  art.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  there  was  great  temptation 
to  deceive,  for  a  printed  Bible  sold  at 
sixty  crowns,  while  the  cost  of  a  manu- 
script Bible  was  five  hundred  crowns. 
In  1450  Gutenberg  began  to  print  the 
Bible  in  missal  type.  Peter  Schoeffer. 
in  the  year  1452,  discovered  the  method 
of  casting  metal  types,  and  invented 
punches  of  engraved  steel  by  wliich  the 
moulds  are  struck  and  uniformity  in 
the  shape  of  each  letter  obtained.  It 
was  very  appropriate  that  the  first  book 
ever  printed  should  be  the  Bible,  and 
the  bold  venture  of  the  inventors  of 
printing  in  at  once  undertaking  scj 
gigantic  a  task  has  been  the  wonder 
and  admiration  of  each  succeeding  age. 
This  invention  was  perfected  and  prac- 
tically utilized  by  Gutenberg,  whose 
Bible  was  produced  in  tlie  I.atin\'ulgate 
at  .Mentz  in  Germany.  The  name  of 
the  Mazarin  Bible  has  sometimes  been 
usetl  for  convenience  as  a  designation. 
This  name  was  derived  by  reason  of 
the  discovery  by  De  Bure  over  one 
hundreil  years  ago,  of  a  cjpy  in  the 
lilirary  of  Cardinal  Mazarin.  which 
library  had  been  collected  by  Gabriel 
Nande.      When    this    Bible   was  found 
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it  was  supposed  to  be  the  onl}-  copy  in 
existence  of  the  large  folio  Vulgate  in 
two  volumes  finished  in  1455.  The 
leaves,  317  and  524  ia  number,  are 
printed  in  Gothic  missal  characters, 
in  double  columns,  the  first  iS  columns 
in  40  lines  each,  the  mth  and  20th  in 
41  lines;  all  the  rest  in  columns  of  42 
lines  each.  Trom  such  arrantcement  it 
had  also  received  the  name  of  the 
Forty-two  line  liible.  The  following 
extract  from  the  L\log)ir  ChroniiU- . 
printed  in  1499,  by  Johann  Koelho: 
(who  had  been  an  independent  typo- 
grapher at  Cologne  since  1472)  will  be 
of  interest  in  this  connection:  ■'  This 
highly  valuable  art  aforesaid  was  in- 
vented first  of  all  in  Germany,  at 
Mentz,  on  the  Rhine,  and  it  is  a  great 
honor  to  the  German  nation  that  such 
ingenious  men  are  to  be  found  therein. 
That  happened  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  A,  U.  1440,  and  from  that  time 
onward,  until  the  date  of  1450,  the  art 
and  what  appertains  to  it  were  instiga- 
ted and  assayed.  The  year  1450  was  a 
golden  year  and  printing  bt-gan.  Tin.- 
first  book  printed  was  the  Bible  in 
Latin,  printed  with  a  ma>sivc  charac- 
ter, such  as  the  letter  in  which  mass- 
books  are  now  printed.  AN'hilst  the  art 
was  in\ented  at  Mentz,  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  now  connm^mlv 
used,  the  first  prefigurouent  was  hnu- 
ever  invented  in  Holland,  in  the  Don- 
atuses  which  was  formerly  printei.1 
there.  From  out  of  them  the  begin- 
ning of  the  aforesaid  art  was  taken,  and 
it  was  much  more  masterly  and  sub- 
tilely  invested  than    the   same   manner 


was;  the  longer  it  has  been  practiced 
the  more  artistic  it  has  become.  There 
is  one  named  Omnebonus  who  writes 
in  a  preface  to  the  book  named  Quin- 
tilianus  that  a  foreigner  from  France 
named  Nicholas  Genson  was  the  first 
who  invented  this  masterly  art.  but 
that  is  manifestly  false,  since  there  are 
yet  alive  those  who  testify  that  books 
were  printed  at  \'enice  before  Nicholas 
Gensen  came  thither,  where  he  began 
to  cut  and  jjrepare  letters  Ttypes).  The 
first  inventor  of  printing  was  a  citizen 
of  Mentz.  l)orn  at  Strassburg,  and  was 
named  junker  Johann  Gudenburch. 
From  Ment/,  the  aforesaid  art  came 
first  10  Cologne,  next  to  Strasburg. 
and  then  to  \'enice.  The  worthy  man. 
Master  Ulrich  T/.ell.  of  Hanau,  still  a 
printer  at  CoUigne,  at  the  present  time, 
in  the  year  i4i)().  by  whom  the  art  was 
brought  to  Cologne,  has  related  ver- 
bally to  me  its  beginning  and  progress. 
There  is  a  set  of  wrong-headed  men 
who  say  that  books  were  printed  form- 
erly also,  but  that  is  not  true,  since 
there  are  found  in  no  lands  an\-  of  the 
liooks  which  v.ere  printed  at  those 
times."  If.  as  (^uaritch  observes,  we 
analyze  the  above  statement,  whicli, 
though  dated  in  1459,  must  be  regard- 
ed as  the  result  of  a  conversation  be- 
tween 1465  and  1472.  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing points:  i^t,  Johann  Guden- 
burch, or  (Sutenberg.  was  the  actual 
in\entor  of  printing  in  1440.  2nd, 
The  first  book  jointed  by  him.  after 
preliminary  es^avs  in  1440-^0.  was  tlie 
Hiijle.  ill  missal  type,  [jrintetl  or  begun 
in   14^0.       id.  l'.\iden(,e  that  there   had 
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been  a  foresliaciowing  or  suggestion  of 
printing  in  the  Donatus  sheets  im- 
pressed in'Holland  before  the  time  of 
Gutenberg.  4th,  That  that  there  had 
been  no  typography  anywhere  before 
the  time  of  Cutenberg.  5th,  Here  ap- 
pears a  recitation  of  the  statement 
concerning  Gutenberg.  It  will  be  ad- 
visable therefore  to  keep  in  mind  the 
fact  that  if  the  foreshadowing  of  print- 
ing could  have  referred  to  typography 
at  Harlem,  it  would  have  stultified  the 
remainder  of  the  article.  Only  a 
vuKKiZ-ZigfriadLn  will  see  in  it  anything 
else  but  an  allusion  to  the  printing  of 
engraved  blocks,  or  Xylography,  which 
was  cheaper  and  easier  than  the  old 
way  of  having  copies  multiplied  by 
penmen.  The  Harlem  story,  begin- 
ning with  Coornhert  and  Junius  in  the 
fifteen-si.xties,  just  a  hundred  years 
after  Zell's  removal  to  Cologne;  seems 
therefore  to  be  unreliable,  and  the  per- 
verted ingenuity  which  has  frequently 
torn  paragraphs  away  from  its  context, 
and  used  it  as  a  confirmation  for  the 
Coster  legend,  cannot  be  too  strongly 
deprecated.  The  Mazarin  Bible  is  a 
work  which  will  preserve  the  name  of 
its  printer  to  a  remote  period  of  time, 
and  there  is  no  break  in  the  links  of 
evidence  by  which  we  are  able  to  con- 
clude that  it  was  the  first  book  ever 
printed  by  movable  metal  types.  Pierre 
Fichet,  in  the  Paris  edition  of  Gaspari- 
nus,  states  that  of  the  printed  monu- 
ments themselves  there  is  no  book  now 
in  existence,  except  this,  to  which  we 
can  with  documentary  certitude  assign 
so  early  a    date  as    1455.      .\   work   of 


such  magnitude  must  have  occupied 
some  years  in  its  production,  and  in 
the  infanc)  of  printing  we  may  reckon 
four  or  five  years  for  the  necessary 
time.  If  Schoeffer  printed  it,  he  must 
have  prepared  himself  for  it  by  several 
years  of  preliminary  studies,  and  there- 
fore if  he  was  the  printer  of  the  42-line 
Bible,  he  must  have  begun  his  practical 
career  not  later  than  1445.  ^lost 
authorities  say  that  Schoeffer  was 
born  between  1420  and  1430,  and  we 
know  that  in  1449  he  was  a  student 
and  calligrapher  at  Paris,  and  there^ 
in  'that  same  year,  ornamented  a 
manuscript.  It  is  not  probable,  there- 
fore that  a  young  student  in  Paris  so 
engaged  at  that  time  could  have  pro- 
duced the  two  volumes  of  the  42-line 
Bible'  ai  Mentz  between  1450  and 
1455,  without  any  preparation  or 
training.  .Although  tliis  Bible  is  witii- 
out  date,  a  rubricator's  inscription  in 
T-atin  at  the  end  uf  the  second  volume 
of  the  copy  on  paper  in  the  Bi'olio- 
theque  Xafionalc  at  Paris,  tends  to  fix 
_the  time  when  it  was  printed.  This 
inscription  is  to  the  effect  that  one 
Henry  Cremer  nnish.ed  the  work  of 
illuminating  and  binding  that  book  in 
the  month  of  .\ugust,    1456. 

As  it  will  doubtless  interest  t!ie 
reader  to  know  where  some  of  these 
most  remarkable  P/iblcs  now  in  exist- 
ence can  be  seen,  it  may  be  well  here 
to  remark  that  in  1S47  a  copy  was  pur- 
chased in  London,  by  Wiley  &:  Putnam 
for  Mr.  Lenox,  and  the  price  paid  for 
it  was  fue  hundred  pounds  sterling. 
In  185.S    a    duplicate  from    the  Munich 
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Library  was  sold  at  Augsburg  for  2,336 
florins.  In  1S38  a  copy  which  be- 
longed to.  the  Hishop  of  Cashel  was 
sold  in  Loniioii  for  five  hundred  and 
ninety-five  pounds  sterling.  From  this 
owner  it  passed  to  the  library  of  Lord 
Crawford,  aiid  at  the  sale  of  this 
gentleman's  books  in  iSSy,  it  brought 
twenty-six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
sterling.  In  1S70  an  imperfect  copy 
with  seventeen  leaves  in  fac-simile,  ap- 
peared for  sale  in  Berlin  at  4,000 
thalers,  and  after  passing  through  the 
hands  of  two  purchasers  successively, 
was  bought  for  eighteen  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  for  a  library  at  New 
York.  In  1S73  Mr.  Henry  Perkins' 
copy  sold*  at  Hanworth  Park,  near 
London,  for  twenty-six  hundred  and 
ninety  pounds  sterling,  and  it  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Huth.  The 
Perkins'  copy  on  vellum,  with  several 
leaves  in  fac-simile.  was  secured  for 
Lord  AsTiburnhaui,  and  thirty-four 
hundred  pounds  sterling  was  paid  for 
the  same.  It  is  now  at  Battle.  In 
1S78  a  copy  on  vellum,  with  painted- 
initials  and  miniatures,  but  greatly 
mutilated,  was  found  in  Spain  by 
Bachelin.  He  had  it  restored  by  Pi- 
linski,  in  fac-simile,  adding  new  illum- 
inations where  the  originals  were  lost, 
and  sold  it  to  Mr.  Heinrich  Klemm 
of  Dresden,  for  about  two  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  It  is  now  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Saxon  government,  and  is 
tleposited  for  safe-keeping  and  exhibi- 
tion in  the  museum  at  Leipsic.  In 
1.SS4  the'  Kamensky  copy  of  the  Old 
Testament  portion  was  sold  at  Sotheby's 


for  seven  hundred  ai;d  si^.ty  pounds 
sterling,  and  it  is  now  in  the  United 
States.  The  same  year  a  volume  be- 
longing to  Lord  Cosford  brought  five 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  Sir  John 
Thorold's  copy  passed  into  other  hands 
for  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  hundred 
pounds  sterling.  It  still  remains  in 
Great  Britain.  In  1S87  Lord  Craw-_ 
ford's  copy  went  into  the  collection  of 
saleable  books  in  the  depository  of  Mr. 
Quaritch,  London,  England;  and  two 
years  afterward  the  copy  which  be- 
longed to  Lord  H  ipetoun  was  secured 
by  the  same  party  for  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  According 
to  the  list  prepared  in  1SS2  by  Dr.  S. 
Austin  .\lllbone,  there  are  now  in  ex- 
istence se\-en  copies  on  \ellum,  and 
twent}-oae  on  paper.  The  copies  on 
vellum  he  then  located  thus  :  The 
British  Museum,  London  ;  National 
Gallery,  Paris;  Royal  Library,  Berlin; 
Leipsic  Library;  Dresden  Library; 
library  of  Mr.  Klemm,  and  one  in  pos- 
session of  the  Earl  of  Ashburnham. 
The  copies  on  paper  are  to  be  found  at 
the  Bibliolheque  Nationale,  Paris; 
Mazarin  Library,  Paris  ;  Imperial 
Library,  Vienna;  Public  Library, 
Treves.  Prussia;  Bodleian  Library, 
Oxford  ;  Library  of  the  Faculty  of 
Advocates,  Edinburgh  ;  British  Mu- 
seum, Lomlon  ;  i-n  the  libraries  of  the 
Dukcs  of  Devonshire  and  Sussex; 
Lenox  Library,  New  \'ork  ;  Lloyd's 
Library  ;  Leipsic  Library  ;  Royal 
Library  at  Munich;  Frankfort  Library; 
Hanover  Library  ;  Ment/.  Library  ; 
Huth    Library;     Imperial     Lilirary    at 
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St.  PetersbuF},'  ;  library  of  Earl  Spen- 
cer, and  those  of  Messers.  Fuller  and 
Ives. 
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The  Mentz  Psalter  was  the  first  pub- 
lication oi  John  Fust  and  Peter  Schoef- 
fer.  It  is  complete  with  date,  and  has 
a  folio  of  350  pages,  with  beautifid  in- 
itial letters,  prir.ted  upon  vellum,  in 
two  colors.  Eight  copies  are  known  to 
be  in  existence,  one  of  which  is  in  the 
British  Museum.  This  first  edition  is 
viewed  as  the  earliest  example  of 
printing  in  colors.  For  the  Caxtoii 
exhibition  of  1S77,  a  copy  was  loaned 
by  Her  Wajesty,  Queen  Victoria.  It 
was  printed  during  the  brief  period  be- 
tween the  first  and  second  printed 
Bibles,  and  its  great  rarity,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  Rev._  Dr.  AVendell  Prime, 
gives  it  a  higher  pecuniary  value  than 
some  of  the  most  precious  copies  of  the 
entire  Scriptures.  The  Psalter  has 
always  been  an  especial  favorite  with 
English  speaking  people  ;  its  melodies 
have  vibrtited  in  their  hearts,  and  into 
prose,  as  well  as  verse,  has  it  often 
been  translated.  This  version,  and 
many  reprints,  bear  witness  to  the  as- 
sertion ;  and  especially  interesting  is 
the  OHL-  translated  by  the  Yorkshire 
hermit,  Richard  RoUe,  of  Hampole,  a 
learned  man  whose  hermitage  was  at 
Doncaster.  tie  thus  spoke  of  his  own 
translation  :  "In  this  werke  I  seke  no 
strange  VnglcNS,  hot  I'ghtest  and  com- 
munest  and  swilk  that  it  most  like  unto 
the  I.;tlyne  ;  so  yt  liiai  that  knawes 
noght    ye   Latyne,  be   the    Ynglys   may 


com  to  many  Latyne  wordis.  In  ye 
translacione  I  felogh  the  letter  als- 
mekille  as  I  may,  and  thoe  I  fyne  no 
proper  Ynglys,  I  felogh  ye  wit  of  the 
wordis,  so  that  thai  that  shall  rede  it 
them  thar  not  dredge  errynge.  In  the 
exponying  I  felough  holy  Doctors,  for 
it  may  comen  into  some  envious  manes 
honde  that  knows  not  what  he  suld 
says  at  will  say  that  I  wist  what  I  sayd, 
and  so  do  harme  tyll  him  and  tyll 
others."  It  will  be  noticed  that  this  is 
a  remarkable  example  of  idioms  which 
yet  remain  in  certain  localities  in  Eng- 
land. At  the  end  of  Rolle's  gloss 
were  placed  several  canticles  to  be  sung 
in  English  during  divine  services.  A 
translation  of  a  portion  of  the  New 
Testament  which  this  hermit  made,  in- 
cluded the  Epistle  to  the  Laodiceans, 
mentioned  in  Colosseans;  iv.,  16.  This 
sacred  book  is  printed  in  Gothic  missal- 
type  of  two  sizes,  and  it  is  not  only 
the  second  book  printed  with  a 
date,  but  it  is  also  the  third  book 
printed  at  Mentz.  It  is  one  of  the 
rarest  of  the  early  monuments  of 
printing.  It  is  rubricated  with  a  great 
number  of  printed  capitals,  and  em- 
bellished with  about  2S0  very  large  in- 
itials, printed  in  two  colors,  red,  with 
blue  tioration,  and  blue,  with  red  flora- 
tion.  The  Mazarin  Bible  is  compara- 
ti\el}  a  common  book  by  the  side  of 
tliis  rare  volume,  as  only  ten  copies  are 
known  to  be  in  existence,  all  printed 
oa  vellum.  The  British  Museum  is  in 
possession  of  a  copy,  one  was  loaned 
by  the  Earl  of  Leicester  to  the  Caxton 
exhibition,  and  another,  Mr.   Quaritch 


states  (in  a  communication  recently  re- 
ceived), is  in  his  hands.  This  ardent, 
but  irrepgsssibie  collector  of  "  Incuna- 
bula," has  invited  the  writer  to  pur- 
chase his  missal  for  the  modest  sum  of 
five  thousand,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling,  and  thus  become  its 
happy  owner.  Unfortunately,  the  bank 
account  will  not  justify  an  order  to 
send  this  book  from  London  to  the 
Green  mountains  of  Vermont,  where 
these  lines  are  being  hastily  written, 
even  while  the  writer  is  sailing  in  the 
Yahnundahsis,  with  Mrs.  Darling  at  the 
helm,  over  the  rough  surface  of  Silver 
Lake. 

1458. 
An  early  German  version  of  the 
Psalms  is  mentioned  by  De  Long  as 
having  made  its  appearance  during  this 
year;  also  a  translation  of  the  Old 
Testament  as  far  as  Amos. 

146  I THE    B.\MBERG    BIRLE. 

The  Bamberg  Bible  was  printed  in 
1461  either  by  Pfister  at  Bamberg, 
Upper  Franconia,  Bavaria,  or  by  Gut- 
enberg himself,  who  had  dissolved 
partnership  with  Fust  in  1455'.  This 
Bible  made  its  appearance  in  Gothic 
letter,  without  title-page,  pagination 
or  signature.  Gen.  Rush  C.  Hawkins, 
who  has  furnished  some  valuable  ma- 
terial on  this  subject,  is  of  the  opinion 
that  this  work  must  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  same  workmen  who 
printed  tlie  Gutenberg  Bible,  for  he 
remarks  many  points  of  resemblance 
lead  to-this  conclusion.  It  is  certainly 
more   than   probable    that   the  Guten- 
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berg  Bible  was  not  the  result  of  a  first 


experiment,  for  years  of  patient  labor 
must  have  been  .spent  before  this  splen- 
did work  was  issued.  It  contains  ei-ht 
hundred  and  eighty-two  leaves,  and  is 
printed  in  double  columns,  thirty-si.x 
lines  to  a  column.  A  copy  is  preserved 
in  the  National  Library  at  Paris. 

1462 THE    MENTZ    OR    .METZ    BIBLE. 

Fust  published  a  Bible  in  the  Latin 
V'uigate  in  large  folio.  It  was  sup- 
posed to  be  th.e  first  ever  printed,  until 
the  Mazarin  Bible  came  to  light. 
John'  Fust  was  a  goldsmith  of  Mentz, 
and  to  him,  as  well  as  to  Gutenberg 
and  Schoeffer,  is  attributed  the  inven- 
tion of  printing.  It  is  known  that  im- 
portant pecuniary  aid  was  rendered  by 
him  to  Gutenberg,  so  that  he  might 
make  at  Strasburg  the  requisite  mov- 
able types.  This  Bible  is  saiil  to  be 
the  first  one  printed  with  the  date, 
name  of  printer,  and  place  where 
printed.  Three  copies  of  this  edition 
were  in  the  Caxtim  Exhibition,  one  of 
which  was  richly  illuminated  in  gold 
and  colors  on  pure  vellum.  It  was 
loaned  by  Earl  Spencer.  Another, 
equally  elegant,  was  lent  by  Earl 
Jersey,  and  the  third,  on  paper,  was' 
placed'  there  by  Mr.  Stevens.  There 
is  a  copy  in  the  Lenox  I-ibrary,  New 
York,  marked  as  the  lirst  dated  Bible, 
and  the  sixth  dated  book.  Mr.  Fred-_ 
erirk  Saunders,  librarian,  states  that  a 
copy  is  also  in  the  Astor  Library,  New 
York.  At  the  Syston  Park  sale  a  copy 
of  this  Bible,  on  vellum,  sold  for  five 
thousand  dollars.       It    has    been    said 
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that  tlic  brilliant  red  ink  used  by  Fust 
in  the  embellisliment  of  his  Bible  was 
thought  to  be  his  blood,  and  peop^le 
said  that  he  was  in  lcaj;ue  v.-ith  tlic 
imps  of  Satan.  So  great  became  the 
excitement  that  his  lodgings  were 
searched,  and  a  great  number  of  Bibles 
were  found  ;  he  was  therefore  placed 
in  confinement.  In  order  to  save  him- 
self from  being  burned  as  a  magician, 
he  was  forced  to  reveal  his  secret  of 
how  to  make  ri^d  ink.  This  idle  tale 
of  his  being  arrested  at  Paris  as  a 
magician,  for  having  in  his  possession 
various  copies  of  the  Bible  in  unusual 
exactness  i.-)  without  doubt  fictitious, 
and  historical  students  do  not  give 
creden^ce  to  tlie  story  thus  told,  by  Dis- 
raeli. Quite  a  number  of  copies,  it  is 
true,  were  fjrinted  to  imitate  manu- 
scripts, and  Fust  sold  them  readily  at 
Paris  for  sixty  crowns  per  copy  'while 
the  scribes  demanded  five  hundred 
crowns.  Universal  astonishment  v/as 
created,  says  Rev.  Dr.  Prime,  when 
Fust  produced  copies  at  the  redu..ed 
price  !ts  fast  as  they  were  wanted,  and 
their  uniformity  in  style  increased  the 
wonder.  De  Vinne  sums  up  the  facts 
of  the  case  in  the  following  paragraph  : 
"Eager  to  prevent,  the  threatened 
rivalry  of  Jenson,  Fust  appeared  in 
Paris  in  1462  with  copies  of  the  Bible, 
while  Jenson  was  ineffectually  solicit- 
ing the  new  King  to  aid  him."  So, 
■  far  from  being  persecuted  in  Paris, 
Fust  was  received  with  higli  considera- 
tion not  only  by  the  King,  but  by  the 
leading  men  of  the  city,  wliu  encour- 
aged him  to  establish   in   Paris  a  store 
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for  the  sale  of   his  books.      He  is  be- 


lieved to  have  died  of  the  plague  in 
Paris  in  1466,  where,  in  the  church  of 
Saint  Victor  he  was  buried. 

1466 THE    STRASBURO    BIRLE. 

Mentel  printed  the  Strasburg  IJible, 
containing  477  leaves,  with  type 
printed  in  double  columns,  49  lines  to 
a  full  column.  The  catalogue  of  the 
Caxton  Exhibition  states  that  the 
rubrics  and  initials  of  this  Bible  are  in 
manuscript.  This  work  is  without 
title-page,  pagination,  or  signatures. 
.\  copy  is  preserved  in  the  library  of 
Freiberg,  in  Breisgau,  with  the  rul>rica- 
tions  of  the  volume  dated  1460  and 
1461,  thus  ranking  this  edition  as  the 
third  Latin  Bible.  John  Mentel  was  a 
celebrated  writer,  as  well  as  printer, 
and  he  possessed  great  skill  as  an  illum- 
inator of  MSB.  He  was  the  first  per- 
son to  introduce  at  Strasburg  the  art 
of  printing,  and  his  earliest  publication 
was  the  Bible,  in  two  volumes,  folio. 
He  acquired  0[>ulence  by  his  profession 
and  was  ennobled  by  the  emperor,. 
Frederick  IV .  Mis  death  occurred  at 
Strasburg  in  147S. 

This  same  year  (1466;,  the  first 
printed  book  witli  a  date,  known  to 
have  been  printed  at  Cologne,  is  ••'  St. 
Chrysostom  on  the  Fiftieth  Psalm." 
It  is  attributed  to  Uric  Zell,  who 
during  the  same  year,  printed  a  folio 
edition  of  the  I.atin  Bible,  with  a  date. 
Zell  was  the  first  instructor  of  Caxton. 
Blades,  the  biographer  of  Caxton,  does 
not  admit  this,  but  attributes  Caxton's 
typographical  skill    to   his    association 
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with  Colard  Mansion  at  Bruges.  It  is 
the  general  Ojiiiiion,  however,  that 
Caxion  learned  his  art  from  Zell  -.vhile 
he  was  a  resident  of  Cologne. 

I46S EGGESTEV.NE'S  LAI-ia    BIIILE. 

There  were  two  editions  of  Egges- 
teyne's  Latin  Bible,  atributed  by  some 
to  Baemler,  of  Angsburg,  but  the  tyjje 
and  the  paper  mark  render  it  probable 
that  these  editions  were  the  work  of 
Eggesteyne.  A  copy  of  this  Bible  can 
be  seen  at  the  Lenox  Library  in  New 
York   City. 

1470 ZF.LI.'S    LATIN    BliU.E. 

Uric  Zell  printed  a  second  edition  of  . 
the  Latin  Bible,  to  which  a  date  was 
attached. 

THE    FICHET    .^ND    DE    L.\    PIERRE   EIBLE. 

The  next- great  country  after  Ger- 
ciany  to  receive  the  art  of  printing  was 
France.  Guillaume  Fichet  and  Jean 
de  la  Pierre. (both  members  of  the  Sar- 
bonne),  induced  three  German  print- 
ers named  Ulric  Cering,  Martinas 
Crantz  and  Jvlichael  Friburger,  to  es-' 
tablish  themselves  in  Paris.  A  room 
for  tlujir  printing  presses  was  prepared 
in  the  Sarboniie.  and  work  was  com- 
menced in  1470.  The  first  Bible  printed 
at  Paris  is  reported  to  have  been 
printed  by  these  men.  So  rapidly  did 
the  demand  for  printed  books  increase 
that  there  were  eighty-five  printers  in 
Paris  before  the  close  of  the  fifteenth 
century. 

147  I THE    DE    SPIRE    RUU-E. 

Italy  is  also  entitled  to  a  share  of 
coriimendation  for  being  one  of  the 
fir,st  countries  to  introduce  the  printing 


of  Bibles  within  her  boundaries.  An 
edition  of  the  Bible  was  printed  at 
Venire,  in  Italian,  by  De  Spire,  whose 
first  u-urk.  with  a  date,  is  a  folio  Bilile 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  leaves. 
Malerin.f  (or  Vendeline)  v;as  a  relatii'e 
of  De  Spire,  and  associated  himself 
with  him  in  his  work. 

THE  RIESSIXGER   BIBLE. 

Sixtux  Riessinger,  a  priest  of  Stras- 
burg,  printed  at  iS'aples  in  this  year  a 
folio  Latin  Bible.  Florence,  Ferrara, 
and  other  Italian  cities,  received  it 
about  the  same  time. 

THE    JENSON    PlfiL-E. 

During  this  year  N.  Jenson  printed 
at  Venice  an  edition  of  the  Bible,  and 
a  Bible  was  printed  at  Rome  by  Pan- 
nartz,  in  which  work  he  was  assisted 
bySwennheym  and  Ulric  Han.  Arnold 
Pannartz  was  a  German  who  left  May- 
ence  for  Rome,  where  he  established  a 
printing  office  during  the  pontificate  of 
Paul  II.  The  press  was  first  set  up  in 
the  monastery  of  Sublac,  but  after  a 
time  it  was  removed  to  the  house  of 
Francis  de  Maximus,  a  wealthy  Roman. 
The  Swennheym  and  Pannartz  Bible, 
printed  at  Rome,  was  the  first  Bible 
printed  out  of  Germany,  according  to 
the  assertion  of  an  Italian  writer. 
The  German  printers  were  probably 
workmen  of  Gutenberg  and  Fust, 
called  to  Subiaco.  near  Rome,  by 
Cardinal  Torquemada,  the  head  of  the 
Benedictine  Monastery,  The  Roman 
Bible  in  Latin  is  witliout  title  page,  but 
the  colo[.>hon  contains  the  name,  place, 
and  tlatc  of  the  yirintcrs.  Oi;l)-  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  copies  were 
printed,  and  it  ranks  as  the  second 
Bible,  in  the  \-ernacular  without  a  date. 
The  Althorp  Library  furnished  a  copy 
for  the  Caxton  Exhibition. 

Charles  W.   Darling. 


(To  be  , 
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JOSKPH    CRESWELL. 


The  reader  doubtless  remembers  tbe 
story    of    Lady    Clare,  as   told  by   Sir 
Walter  Scott,  wbo  ran  to   obtain  water 
for    Lord    Marmioii,   dying   of  wounds 
received    at    the    battle    of     Fiodden 
Field.     Stooping    to    fill    the    Baron's 
casque,  she  drew  back  in  abhorrance  as 
she  discovered  blood  oozing  from   the 
mountaiii's  side,  where   the  battle   had 
raged — "  a   dark-red    tide   curdling  in 
the  streamlet  blue.''     Turning,  in   dis- 
may, she  saw  near  at  hand  a  Cross  and 
Well,  and  read  those  time-worn  lines; 
"  Drink,  weary  pilgrim,  drink  and  pray 
FOr  tlie  kind  soul  of  Sybil  Gray 
\Vho  built  this  Cro>s  and  Well." 
She  filled  the  helmet  from  the   well 
at  the  feot  of  the  cross  and 

'■  Deep  drank  Lord  Marmion  of  the  wave." 

"  Creswell  "  is  a  compound  of  Cross 
and  ^V'ell;  has  the  significance  implied 
by  the  union  of  the  names,  and  owes 
its  adaption  to  the  local  association  of 
the  two  words  in  the  days  of  chivalry. 
It  is  a  name  that  suggeststhat  '-episode 
of  romance  and  glory  ". — the  Crusades. 
The  ancient  family  crest  was  a  Sar- 
acen's head,  subtended  by  the  motto: 
Aut  nunquam  icntes  aut  perfui\  mean- 
ing '■  Either  do  not  undertake,  or  com- 
plete the  undertaking." 

The   ancient   seat  of  the  familv  was 


in  iS'orthumberlandshire,  England, 
where  Sir  Robert  de  Creswell  lived, 
time  of  King  John  and  Henry  111, 
His  father  was  Rogtjr,  son  of  Simon  de 
Creswell.  There  is  still  a  town  Cres- 
well in  N'orthumberlandshire.  The  old 
family  records  bear  the  names  of  John 
Creswell,  a  prisoner  in  Warkworth 
Castle  in  1404;  Richard,  who  took 
Holy  Orders  and  was  rector  of  Kimbles- 
worth  in  1462;  George,  who  married 
Edith,  dai.ghter  of  Lord  Stanley  ; 
Joseph  Creswell,  Oswald  Joseph  Cri.'s- 
well,  and  Addison  John  Blake  Cres- 
well, of  Oeswell.  Rranches  of  the 
family  became  seated  in  Derby,  Leices- 
ter, Salop  and  Stafford.  In  the  latter 
is  still  an  old  manor-house,  possessed 
by  descendants  of  the  Creswells  of 
Creswell. 

John  Creswell  came  from  England 
to  Canada,  removed  to  Chicago,  where 
he  became  one  of  the  first  pork  pack- 
ers of  that  city.  He  sent  to  the 
Crystal  Palace  Exhibition  in  London 
a  barrel  of  his  merchandise  which 
created  a  sensation  as  a  curiosity  in 
that  branch  of  trade.  He  died  in 
Chicago,  January  r,  1S55.  There  can 
be  no  i|iiestion  as  to  his  descent  from 
the  old  Creswells  of  England. 

Flis  son  Joseph  Creswell  was  born  in 
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Kingston,  Canada,  March  13,  1S44. 
The  father  dying  when  Joseph  was 
eleven  years  of  age,  necessitated  a  life 
of  labor  and  many  privations. 

From  six  to  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
was  constantly  in  the  public  schools  of 
Chicago.  He  took  the  four  years 
course  at  the  Chicago  High  School, 
graduating  therefrom  in  1862.  Two, 
besides  himself,  of  that  class,  are  now 
in  Denver — Dr.  Samuel  Cole  and  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Dickinson  of  the  banking 
firm  of  Hayden  &  Dickinson.  Mr.  Cres- 
well  contemplated  a  collegiate  coursr, 
but  the  war  came  and  he  responded  to 
the  call  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Creswell  is  self-educated  in  the 
sense  th-.it  by  working  early  and  late 
and  during  vacation  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  his  way  at  school,  in  addition  to 
helping  his  mother  in  the  support  of 
her  six  children.  "For,"  says  the 
successful  n/annfacturer'  of  Denver, 
"  Mother  had  a  hard  struggle  to  get 
along  after  father's  death." 

His  employment  in  the  American 
Express  Company  brought  him  into 
contact  and  acquaintance  with  .Major 
D.  VV.  Whittle,  treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany at  Chicago,  who  had  recruited 
Company  B,  72d  Illinois  Infantr\-. 
called  the  CHiicago  Board  of  Trade 
Regiment.  In  this  company  young 
Creswell  enlisted  —  then  weighing 
less  than  one  hundred  pounds  — 
aged  eighteen  years.  He  served  with 
this  gallant  body  of  men,  taking  part 
in  all  its  battles  and  marches  until 
May  2'i,  1S63.  when  he  was  wounded 
in   the  disastrous   assault  upon  Vicks- 


burg.  The  circumstances  of  receiving 
this  wound  are  too  tlir'l'.ing  alm.ost  to 
relate. 

Major  Whittle,  then  Major  of  the 
regiment,  led  the  charge,  saying: 
"  Come  on,  Uoys,  Rebel  bullets  can't 
hurt  us,"  with  a  purpose  to  scale 
the  walls.'  It  was  an  awful  failure. 
The  men  were  finally  ordered  to 
prostrate  themselves  near  the  brow  of 
the  hill,  but  shot,  shell  and  musketry 
found  and  left  most  of  them  dead 
where  they  sought  safety.  One  and 
the  same  sl-^ell  struck  and  disembow- 
elled a  comrade  on  Creswell's  right, 
scattering  fragments  of  his  body  over 
him;  then  struck  his  own  leg,  inflict- 
ing a  deep  wound  upon  his  thigh;  then 
passed  to  the  left  and  rear,  cutting  off 
the  head  of  another  comrade,  and  then 
lodged  in  the  back  of  the  color-bearer, 
who,  leaping  up,  uttered  his  death-cry, 

"Fighlfortheold  flag,  boys  !  " 
and  fell  dead.  The  wounded  soldier 
was  then  transferred  to  Camp  Douglas, 
Chicago,  v.-here  he  had  partial  cb.arge 
of  the  prisoners  confined  there,  re- 
maining until  his  final  and  honorable 
discharge.  The  year  the  war  ended 
Mr.  Creswell  began  as  clerk  and  time- 
keeper, at  seven  dollars  a  week,  for 
Davis,  Wade  &-  Co.  of  Chicago,  who 
were  engaged  in  th.e  manufacturing  of 
steam-heating  apixiratus.  AVith  this 
firm  and  changing  tirms,  he  remained 
until  iSSo,  when,  as  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  John  Davis  &  Co.,  he  came  to 
Denver,  partly  on  accoui.t  of  failing 
health,  am!  partly  to  make  a  proposi- 
tion  to  do  work   in   their   line  for  the 
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Windsor  hotel.  He  remained  and 
-opened  a  pia.ce  of  business  as  Davis, 
Cresswel^  &  Co.,  in  a  little  shop  25x80 
feet  in  dimeri.:.loris,  opposite  the  loca- 
tion of  their  present  establishment.  The  . 
business  rapidly  increased  until  iSSS, 
when  the  present  name  was  adopted — 
the  Davis-Creswell  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. They  at  once  erectei.l  their 
present  buildia^s  upon  Blake  street. 
During  the  past  year  they  paid  wages 
to  employees  to  the  amount  of  i56o,Qoo 
in  manufacturing  their  line  of  supplies 
for  steam-heatin»,  gas-fitting,  and  many 
specialties.  One  specialty  is  particu- 
larly popular,  "  The  Dandy  Lawn 
Sprinkler,"- which  has  a  demand  ex- 
tending jTom  Oregon  to  .\ustralia; 
others  are  "The  Cactus  Hydrant," 
'•The  Ideal  H\drant,"  and  '-The 
Woodall  Self-closing  Faucet." 

The  organization  of  the  company 
consists  of:  president,  John  Davis; 
vice-pres'ident  and  manager,  Joseph 
Creswell  ;  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Luman  M.  Eiogue  ;  superintendent, 
\V.  H.  INforrill ;  and  master  mechanic, 
George  Woodall. 

Mr.  Creswell  is  the  founder  of  this 
extensive  business.  His  energy,  ex- 
ecutive ability,  and  adherence  to  an 
undertaking  when  commenced, brought 
the  enterprise  to  its  present  propor- 
tions. He  ha^  just  completed  a  now 
home,  built  of  Colorado  red  sand- 
stone, situated  upon  the  avenue  bear- 
ing the  name  of  his  old  commander  at 
Vicksburg — Grant.  It  is  all  that  an 
earthly  home  should  be,  and  yet  it  is 
far  more  than  he  dreamed  of  ever  pos- 


sessing, when,  upon  a  salary  of  fifty 
dollars  gi  month,  he  married  Miss  Clara 
I.ydia  Playes,  whom  he  met  for  the 
fi-st  time  at  Camp  Douglas.  .\s  a 
Hayes  whose  mother  was  a  niece  of 
Mr.  Fargo,  of  Wells,  Fargo  &  Co., 
Mrs.  Cresswell  has  that  com[)osition  of 
nature  which  qualifies  her  to  be  the 
coiufianion  of  a  man  determined  to 
succeed,  and  yet  encountering  obstacles 
at  almost  every  step  of  his  upward 
iournj;,y. 

.A.S  you  are  welcomed  to  this  beau- 
tiful home,  an  arch  over  the  hall 
attracts  the  eye.  It  is  an  initial  "C" 
—a  .happy  casuality,  not,  I  believe, 
contemplated  in  the  original  plan  of 
the  house.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Creswell 
have  walked  hand  in  hand  for  twenty- 
four  \ears — 
"  Thrjugh     pleasant      and       through     stormy 

weather," 
until  they  stand,  side  by  side,  under 
this,  archway — the  soldier-husband  of 
an  hair-breadth  escape  at  \'icksburg, 
and  the  faithful,  helpful  wife  that  loved 
him  for.  the  dangers  he  had  passed. 

Their  oldest  daughter,  Helen  Turner, 
is  now  Mrs.  I.uman  M.  Bogue,  wife  of 
the  efficient  treasurer  of  the  company, 
whose  residence  stands  beside  the  par- 
ental-homestead, a  model  of  architec- 
tural beauty.  The  other  children  are 
Jeiiaie  Clark.  Josephine  Kate,  and 
Bes^,ie  Bogue  Creswell. 

Mr.  Creswell  is  at  the  head  of  his 
line  of  business  in  Colorado  and  the 
farther  West.  His  business  reputation, 
like  liis  private  character,  is  unblem- 
ished. 


IVlLLfAM   STE/.Vn\A  Y. 


Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  once  said  : 
"A  man  is  the  surn  of  his  ancestors." 
This  ^ems  to  be  true  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Cresweli.  He  certainly  exhibited  the 
martial  traits  of  some  of  his  remote  an- 
cestors on  our  own  battle-fields.  Sir 
John  Cresweli  left  his  name  upon  the 
pages  of  history  during  the  French  and 


English  wars;  bark  of  him  were  the 
Creswells,  conspicuous  in  the  civil  and 
religious  wars  of  England,  while  some 
of  the  founders  of  the  family  made 
pilgrimages  to  the  Holy  Land,  to  con- 
fess their  sins,  as  well  as  tight  the 
Saracen. 

Henry  Dudley  Teetor. 


WILLIAM    STEINWAY. 


"The  nomination  of  Mr.  ^V'illiam 
Steinway,"  says  the  American  Mmician 
of  August  17,  1SS9,  "  by  Mayor  Grant, 
to  represent  our  musical  industries  on 
the  Committee  of  One  Hundred 
prominent  citizens  designated  to 
carry  •out  the  World's  Fair  pro- 
posed to  be  held  in  this  city  in 
1892, and  his  special  assignment  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  are  both  pre- 
eminently proper  and  will  give  great 
and  general  satisfaction  in  musical, 
social  and  financial  circles.  We  have 
here  an  instance  where  the  man  honors 
the  office  as  much  as  the  office  honors 
the  man." 

These  words — as  true  as  they  are 
complimentary- — suggest  rather  than 
describe  the  many  successful  under- 
takings and  beiieficen't  enter])rises  with 
which  William  Steinway  has  been  and 
is  a  part.  A  busy  man,  a  many-sided 
man,  a  patriotic  worker  in  many  ways 
for  the  public  good,  he  has  set  his 
mark  upon  the  history  of  musiral  de- 
velopment in  America,  and  made  a 
name  that  will  be  part  of  the  history 
of  American  ninsic.  He  comes  of  a 
family  long  and  well-known  in  Europe, 


and  that  has  furnished  many  sons  who 
have  won  aistinction  in  the  tield  of 
both  military  and  ci\  il  life.  He  was 
born  in  Seesen,  near  the  city  of  Bruns- 
wick, Germany,  on  March  5,  1836,  the 
fourth  son  and  sixth  child  of  the  late 
Henry  Engelhard  Steinway,  the  found- 
er of  the  now  world-renowned  piano 
manufacturing  house  of  Steinway  & 
Sons.  He  received  his  education  at 
the  excellent  schools  of  his  native 
place,  finishing  at  the  celebrated  Jacob- 
sohn  High  School;  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  was  proficient  not  only  in  the 
ordinary  branches  of  learning,  but 
also  in  the  German,  English,  and 
French  languages,  and  in  music,  for 
which  he  possessed  a  natural  taste — 
playing,  with  comparative  ease,  the 
most  difficult  pieces  on  the  piano,  an 
instrument  he  was  even  then  capable 
of  tuning  perfectly. 

The  step?  by  which  the  now  cele- 
brated Steinway  family  were  led  to 
make  their  home  in  America  may  be 
briefly  recapitulated,  as  the  facts  re- 
lated are  a  part  of  the  history  of  Am- 
erican music.  Henry  E.  Steinway, 
who    was   a    skillful    and     prosperous 
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piano  manufacturer  in  Seesen,  desirous 
of  ascertaining  the  opportunities  afford- 
ed for  the  prosecution  of  his  business 
in  New  York,  sent  his  son,  Cliarles, 
then  twenty  years  of  age,  to  America, 
in  the  spring  of  1S49,  to  investigate. 
The  reports  of  the  young  man  were  so 
favorable  that  the   remaining  members 


ing  in  V^aricl:  street,  which  was  rented 
for  the  jjurpose.  Employing  four  or 
five  workmen  as  assistants,  tlie  lirm  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  square 
pianos,  producing  one  instrument 
weekly.  In  a  short  time  the  merits  of 
the  pianos  manufactured'  by  the  firm 
attracted    the    favorable     attention    of 


of  the  family,  with  the  exception  of  musicians  and  the  public,  and  the  de- 
the  eldest  son,  C.  F.  Theodore,  who 
was  left  behind  to  close  the  business, 
sailed  from  Hamburg,  May  2S,  1850, 
in  the  steamer  Hticne  S'.oman,  for  New 
York, where  they  arrived  on  the  29th  of 
June,  1S50.  William  at  this  date  had 
but  just  completed  his  fourteenth  year, 
and  being,  as  stated,  of  marked  talent, 
his  parentS'were  uncertain  whether  to 
bring  him  up  in  the  trade  or  educate 
him  to  become  a  great  musician.  His 
own  preferences  led  to  the  adoption  of 
the  former  course,  and  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  William  Nunns  &  Co.,  doing 
business  at  No.  SS  Walker  street,  New 
York,  with  whom  he  continued  until 
March,  1853,  when  he  joined  with  his 
father  and  his  two  brothers,  Charles 
and  Henry,  Jr.,  in  founding  the  house 
of  Steinway  &  Sons,  all  members  of 
which  had  worked  at  their  trade  ever 
since  their  arrival  in  the  city. 

The  capital  brought  by  the  elder 
Steinway  from  Germany,  to  which  was 
added  the  savings  of  himself  and  sons, 
was  amply  sufficient  to  enable  the  new 
firm  to  open  business  on  a  somewhat 
extensive  scale;  bat,  with  prudence 
and  forethought,  a  beginning  was  made 
in  a  smaM  way,  as  an  experiment,  the 
quarters  chosen  being  in  a  rear  build- 


mand  for  the  instruments  largely  in- 
creased. More  extensive  quarters 
were,  in  the  spring  of  1S54,  found  in 
the  buililing  88  Walker  street,  which 
Mi.  Nunns,  .\[r.  William  Steinway's 
former  employer,  had  been  obliged  to 
vacate  owing  to  financial  disasters  thaf- 
compelled  him  to  give  up  business. 
By  the  failure,  of  Mr.  N-anns,  young 
Steinway  lost  three  hundred  dollars, 
arrears  of  wages;  but  he  generously 
forgave  the  debt,  and,  through  affec- 
tion and  respect  for  his  old  employer, 
continued  to  assist  him,  by  monthlj^ 
contributions,  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  about  1864,  at  t!ie  advanced 
age  of  eighty  years.  The  marvelous 
growth  of  the  business  of  Messrs.  Stein- 
way &:  Sons  to  its  present  magnificent 
proportions  is  one  of  the  wonderful 
things  in  the  history  of  American 
manufactures.  Suffice  it  to  add  that 
the  house,  for  some  years  past,  has 
been  universally  conceded  to  be  the 
most  extensive  of  its  kind  in  existence. 
In  the  work  of  achieving  this  great 
and  brilliant  result,  Mr.  William  Stein- 
way has  borne  his  full  share-  He,  like 
his  brothers,  became  a  thoroughly 
skilled  piano  maker,  expert  in  all  the 
details  of  the  trade.     But  as  the  busi- 
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ness  grew  larger,  and  as  father  and 
sons  had  to  cease  \vorkir,i;at  the  bench. 
to  givs  their  full  time  and  personal  at- 
tentiim  to  superintending  their  em- 
ployees, gradually  numbering  hundreds 
of  workmen,  and  the  respective  branch 
foremen,  each  of  the  partners  had  to 
assume  different  duties,  and  to  Mr. 
William  Steinway  fell  the  task  of  con- 
ducting the  mercantile  and  financial 
affairs  of  this  remarkable  house,  which 
in  TS59  erected  the  present  factory  on 
Fourth  avenue.  Fifty-second  and  Fifty- 
third  streets.  New  York,  occupying  the 
same  in  April,  iSdc.  In  1S65,  two  of 
the  younger  members  of  the  firm, 
Henry  Steijiway,  Jr..  and  Charles 
Ste^n^\'ay,  died,  and  Theodore,  giving 
up  his  flouribhing  business  in  Bruns- 
wick, Germany,  arrived  in  October, 
1865,  and  became  a  partner  in  the 
New  York  house.  In  1S66  was  begun 
the  construction  of  the  spacious  and 
elegant  marble  building,  known  as 
Steinway  Hall.  Having  already  won  a 
first  prize  medal  at  the  London  World's 
Fair  of  1S62,  the  year  1S67  was  again 
signalized  by  the  victories  won  in  open 
contest  with  the  principal  makers  of 
the  world,  at  the  Paris  Exposition, 
where  the  firm  won  tlie  first  of  the 
grand  gold  medals  of  honor  for  tlieir 
perfect  grand,  square  and  upright 
pianos,  and  received  the  unanimous 
endorsement  of  the  jury  on  musical  in- 
struments, as  well  as  the  most  unquali- 
fied ai)[)roval  of  the  most  distinguislied 
composers  and  artists  of  the  world. 
This  unparalleled  success  resulted  in 
the  Steinway,  or  American   system  of 


piano     manufacture,      becoming      the 
standard  one  for  Europe. 

The  most  distinguished  honors  now 
poured  in  upon  the  firm  from  all  quar- 
_ters.  Mr.  William  Steinway,  and  his 
brother,  Theodore,  were,  in  1867, 
elected  honorary  members  of  the 
Royal  .Aicademy  of  Berlin,  Prussia, 
and  the  King  of  Sweden  granted 
them  a  gold  medal;  while,  from: 
other  high  sources,  numerous  com- 
plimentary testimonials  were  also 
received.  Tn  1S71,  Mr.  Henry  E. 
Steinway,  who  some  years  previously 
had  retired  from  the  active  duties  of 
the  business,  died,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-four years;  and  in  1S77  the 
youngest  member  of  the  firm,  Mr. 
Albert  Steinway,  succumbed  to  an  at- 
tack of  typhoid  fever,  dying  at  the  age 
of  thirty-seven,  after  a  brief  illness. 
From  time  to  time,  younger  members- 
of  the  family,  all  grandsons  of  the 
parent  of  the  house  of  Steinway,  have 
been  admitted  to  the  business,  at  the 
head  of  which  now  stands  Mr'.  William 
Steinway.  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
his  brother,  C.  F.  Theodore  Steinway, 
having  died  March  ;6,  18S9,  aged 
sixty-four  years.  The  firm,  as  at  pres- 
ent organized,  is  strong  in  every  de- 
partment, each  member  of  it  being 
qualified,  either  by  experience  or  na- 
tural talent,  for  the  duties  which  de- 
volve upon  him.  Owing  to  the  perfect 
organization  of  this  business,  and  also 
to  their  valuable  inventions  and  im- 
provements in  the  art  of  building 
pianos,  as  shown  by  upwards  of  thirty 
letters   patent    granted    them     by    the 


United  States  Patent  Office,  they  easily 
take  rank  as  the  standard  piano  manu- 
facturers of  the  world;  and  the  won- 
drously  perfect  and  elegant  instru- 
ments of  their  production  have  fully 
earned  their  world-wide  celebrity  by 
their  own  excellence. 

The  immense  works  of  the  Stein- 
ways  at  Astoria,  opposite  New  York, 
are  models  in  their  way.  The  welfare 
of  the  firm's  employees  and  of  their 
families  is  carefully  looked  after,  and 
is  under  the  .=;pecial  care  of  Mr. William 
Steinway.  Model  houses  have  been 
erected,  having  the  best  ventilation, 
pure  water,  perfect  sewage,  and  gas. 
A  public  school,  accommodating  five 
hundred  childcen,  was  erected  in  1S77, 
where  Messrs.  Steimvay  maintain,  at 
their  own  expense,  a  competent  teacher 
for  the  free  tuition  of  the  German  lan- 
guage and  music,  In  addition  to  the 
ordinary  English  course  of  instruction. 
In  the  spring  -of  iSSi,  Messrs.  Stein- 
way also  erected  a  large  public  bath, 
on  the  shore  of  the  East  River,  where 
all  employees  'and  their  families  and 
friends  are  accorded  the  privilege  of 
bathing,  free  of  charge;  andinconnec- 
tion  with  this  bath,  a  fine  park,  with 
fountains  of  drinking  water,  the  whole 
lighted  by  gas,  has  also  been  allotted 
to  their  use. 

.\lthough  engrossed  by  the  demands 
of  this  extensive  business,  and  the 
special  cares  and  duties  which  devolve 
upon  him  as  the  head  of  the  firm,  Mr. 
William  Steinway  preserves  in  a  re- 
markable degree  the  European  theory 
of    finding    time    for   the  amenities  of 
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art  in  all  its  de- 
partments, and  is  a  liberal  patron  of 
education,  in  which  he  has  always 
manifested  the  deepest  interest.  By 
faith  he  is  a  Protestant,  and  though 
not  in  the  least  ostentatious  in  this  re- 
gard, he  has  contributed  generously  to 
religious,  charitable  and  especially 
educational  objects,  irrespective  of 
creed.  In  his  youth  he  developed  a 
fine  tenor  voice,  and  at  the  time  great 
efforts  were  made  to  induce  him  to 
consent  to  study  for  the  lyric  stagfi. 
These  proposals  he  firmly  resisted,  pre- 
ferring to  follow  his  chosen  calling, 
but  he  has  not  been  averse  to  singing 
in  private  circles,  and  is  frequently 
heard  in  the  German  Liederkranz,  the 
oldest,  largest  and  strongest  musical 
organization  in  the  country,  of  which 
he  is  a  devoted  member  and  has  been 
for  many  years  president.  He  is  a 
generous  patron  of  deserving  artists, 
both  vocal  and  instrumental,  and  his 
benevolence  to  the  unfortunate  of  this 
class  is  well  known.  Like  most  men 
with  compassionate  natures  he  is  also 
courageous,  and  on  one  occasion  (Sep- 
tember 1,1858)  he  was  nearly  drowned 
at  Coney  Island  in  a  bold,  and  success- 
ful effort  to  save  the  life  of  his  brother 
Henry,  who  had  been  carried  by  the 
undertow  out  to  sea.  He  has  never 
had  a  disposition  to  engage  actively  in 
politics,  his  efforts  in  that  direction  be- 
ing limited  chiefly  to  upholding  what 
he  has  deemed  the  best  principles,  and 
voting  for  the  best  men.  He  was, 
however,  a  member  of  the  famous 
"  Committee  of    Seventy,"  which,   in 
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1871,  efFected  such  a  sweeping  reform 
in  the  government  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  .For  over  twenty-five  years  he 
has  been  a  trustee  of  the  German  Sav- 
ings Bank  at  the  corner  of  Fcvurteenth 
street  and  Fourth  avenue,  New  York, 
one  of  the  most  solid  institutions  of  its 
kind  in  the  metropolis,  and  also  a  di- 
rector of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis 
since  its  establishment  in  1871. 

"  In  the  world  of  finance,"  to  add 
the  tribute  of  The  Music  Trade,  as 
voiced  in  tlie  article  already  referred 
to,  ".Mr.  William  SSteinway  has  for 
many  years  past  occupied  a  unique, 
as  well  as  most  distinguished  position, 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  one  man's 
judgment  and  advice  in  great  trans- 
actions are  more  eagerly  sought  after 
than  his.  One  of  the  founders  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  he  has  been 
one  of  the  directors  of  that  splendid 
institution  for  nearly  twenty  years. 
He  is  ■  also  vice  -  President  of  the 
Queens  County  Bank,  as  well  as 
interested  in  a  number  of  other  fi- 
nancial "institutions.  In  politics  Mr. 
Steinway  has  long  occupied  the  po- 
sition of  a  man  whom  public  office 
has  repeatedly  sought,  but  whose  ever 
increasing  cares  have  compelled  to  de- 
cline its  acceptance. 

"  For  some  years  past  he  was  presi- 
dent and  leader  of  the  German  Demo- 
cratic organizations  in  New  York,  from 
which  he  resigned  for  want  of  time.  In 
jSSS  he  was  unanimously  elected  a 
member  of  the  National  Democratic 
Committee,  and  delegate  to  the  St. 
Louis     Convention    which    nominated 


Cle\cland  for  a  second  term.  In 
October,  1SS6,  he  presided  at  the 
great  mass  meeting  at  the  Cooper  In- 
stitute, called  by  citiT.ens  to  endorse 
the  nomination  of  Hon.  Abram  Hev.-itt 
for  Mayor  of  New  York,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  that  meeting  was  in  a  great 
manner  due  to  his  tact  and  oratory. 
Offers  of  the  most  distinguished  public 
offices  have  been  continually  made 
him,  among  others  that  of  the  sub- 
treasuryship  by  President  Cleveland. 
The  mayoralty  has  been  twice  within 
his  reach,  both  sections  of  the  New 
York  Democracy  agreeing  upon  him  for 
the  purpose  of  harmonizing  their  diff- 
erences in  1888,  and  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  nominated  but  for 
his  persistent  protests.  But  a  few 
days  ago  the  nomination  for  Secretary 
of  State  was  offered  him,  but  he  de- 
clined it  for  the  same  reason  that  he 
has  always  declined  public  office, 
namely,  the  immense  pressure  of  his 
business  and  private  affairs.  In  fact 
the  only  position  he  has  accepted  is 
the  one  to  which  Mayor  Grant  has  just 
appointed  him  on  the  Coramitte  of 
One  Hundred,  which  his  patriotism 
would  not  permit  him  to  refuse." 

Of  his  labors  in  other  fields  of  use- 
fulness it  may  be  said:  He  has  b;;en 
one  of  the  best  friends  the  German 
Hospital  has  ever  had.  He  has  per- 
manently endowed  several  beds  there- 
in. He  was  president  of  the  last  fair 
held  some  months  ago  for  this  hospital, 
when  over  SriS, 000  dollars  were  raised 
and  but  S6,ooo  expenses  incurred.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  German   "  Rechts- 
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schutz-verein,"  a  society  to  protect 
poor  Germans  who  cannot  pay  a  lawyer 
to  recover  cjaims  for  labor  done.  He 
is  also  a  leailiii.i;  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Society  for  Emigrants. 

His  support  of  music  and  musicians 
has  been  unparalleled  for  its  persistent 
generosity.  The  musical  history  of 
New  York  has  centered  around  Stein- 
way  Hall,  where  not  only  the  finest 
orchestral  concerts  have  been  given, 
but  where  the  greatest  artists,  such  as 
Rubinstein,  Patti,  Nilsson,  VViniawsky, 
Leopold  de  A[eyer,  Marie  Krebs,  Essi- 
poff,  Wilhelnij,  Joseffy,  Rummel-, 
Charles  Dickens,  and  others,  have 
appeared.  It  is  the  Steinways,  and 
more  especially  William  Steinway, 
who  supported  Theodore  Thomas 
through  thick  and  thin.  l!ut  for 
tlieir  support  many  of  the  magnificent 
series  of  concerts  this  great  conduc- 
tor has  given  would  have  been  im- 
possible. It  is  not  an  exaggeration  to 
say  that  the  Steinways  liave  been  the 
greatest  fosterers  of  musical  endeavor 
and  musical"  enterprise  that  this  coun- 
try has  ever  known,  and  that  but  for 
their  liberality  many  of  the  greatest 
artists  that  have  visited  us  never  would 
or  never  could  have  come  here. 

William  Steinway  is  a  man  of  the 
strongest  possible  personality.  He  will 
not  only  leave  his  mark  on  the  fortunes 
of  his  house  forever,  but  on  the  for- 
tunes of  the  wliole  American  pianoforte 
industry.  Of  tremendous  physical 
strength  and  entlurance,  he  is  able 
every  day  to  accomplish  the  work  of 
five    or    six    ordinary   men.      His  per- 


ceptive powers  are  very  great,  he  in- 
tuitively grasps  a  situation,  and  his 
judgment  is  unerring.  His  memory  for 
facts  and  faces  is  prodigious,  and  when 
one  remembers  that  he  sees  hundreds 
of  different  people  every  day,  and 
that  he  has  been  frequently  known  to 
recall'  a  man  by  name  whom  he  had 
seen  but  once  years  back,  and  also  re- 
call the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  visit,  it  is  not  difficult  to  under- 
stand his  popularity  with  many, 
especially  as  he  unites  with  these  quali- 
ties a  kindly  disposition,  a  warm  and 
very  generous  nature,  and  a  good 
heart,  which  have  endeared  him  to  an 
extraordinary  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances, and  also  made  him  the  rock  of 
refuge  to  which  every  talented  aspirant 
or  unfortunate  in  the  world  of  music 
naturally  clings. 

Although  Mr.  Steinway  takes  deep 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  keeps  a 
close  attention  upon  the  great  estab- 
lishments under  his  control,  his  heart 
is  in  his  home,  and  it  is  there  his  happi- 
est hours  are  passed.  He  has  been 
twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  whom 
he  lost  in  1S76,  he  has  two  children,  a 
son.  George  A.  Steinway.  born  June  4, 
1S65,  and  now  engaged  in  the  piano 
making  trade  at  Steinway  &  Sons'  fac 
tory  ;  and  a  daughter,  Paula  T.  Stein 
way,  born  December  13th,  1S66,  now 
married  to  .Mr.  Louis  von  Bernith,  o: 
.\ew  York  city.  On  tiie  i6th  o 
August,  1S80,  lie  married  Miss  Eliza 
beth  C.  Ranft,  daughter  of  Mr.  Richard 
Ranft  of  New  York,  a  well-known 
importer  of  pianoforte  materials,  and 
their  happy  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  [)resence  uf  two  sons  and  one 
daughter. 
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RONtAXCE    OF    THE    Oil,    REGIONS. 


One  can  hardly  listen  to  any  discus- 
sion of  oil  history,  or  read  the  histori- 
cal literature  of  oildora,  without  hear- 
ing or  finding  evidences  of  romance 
that  rival  the  imaginations  of  fiction. 
1  have  culled  and  borrowed,  for  use 
herein,  a  variety  of  incidents  that  make 
plain  and  punctuate  my  meaning. 

Look  back  nearly  a  century  and  a 
half  ago.  and  see  what  the  commander 
of  Fort  Duquesne  wrote  to  Gen.  Mont- 
calm, in  description  of  an  occurrence 
upon  Oil  Creek,  then  named  Venango: 
"We  were  invited  by  the  chief  of  the 
Senecas  to  attend  a  religious  ceremony 
of  his  tribe.  The  tribe  appeared  un- 
usually solemn.  We  marched  up  the 
stream  about  half  a  league  where  the 
company,  a  band  it  appeared,  had  ar- 
rived some  days  before  us.  Gigantic 
hills  begirt  us  on  every  side.  The 
scene  was  really  sublime.  The  great 
chief  then  recited  the  conquests  and 
heroism  of  their  ancestors.  The  sur- 
face of  the  stream  was  covered  with  a 
thick  scum,  which,  upon  applying  a 
torch  at  a  given  signal,  burst  into  a 
compleie  conflagration.  At  the  sight 
of  the  flames  the  Indians  gave  forth 
the  triumphant  shout  that  made  the 
hills  a-nd  valleys  re-echp  again.  Here, 
then,    are     revived     the     ancient     fire 


worshippers  of  the  East;  here,  then, 
are  the  children   of  the   sun." 

Coming  down  to  1789,  we  find  the 
Massachusetts  Magazine  recording  the 
fact  that  Oil  creek,  in  Xorthern  Penn- 
sylvania, carried  a  floating  oil  upon 
its  surface,  which  the  troops  stationed 
at  the  Western  posts  used  to  bathe 
their  rheumatic  joints — the  Seneca  oil 
of  a  later  date  that  was  one  of  the 
sovereign  remedies  known  to  our 
fathers  and  grandfathers.  '•'  The  semi- 
civilized  settlers  along  Oil  creek  and 
-Mill  creek,"  as  one  has  said,  "con- 
tinued to  spread  blankets  on  the  Sur- 
face of  these  mysterious  waters  to  ab- 
sorb the  oil,  which  was  readily  sold  at 
one  dollar  per  gallon.  As  more  in- 
telligent people  moved  to  the  neigh- 
borhood, this  oil  obtained  a  wider  cir- 
culation. From  all  over  the  world 
came  reports  of  the  discovery  of  vari- 
ous kinds  of  earth-oil.  But  it  seems 
that  Tennsylvania  was  destined  to  first 
light   the  world. 

"  Brewer  &  Watson  were  engaged  in 
lumbering  at  Titusville,  on  Oil  creek. 
The  son  of  one  of  these  men,  Dr.  F. 
B.  Brewer,  carried  a  bottle  of  oil  to 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
interested  the  instructors  of  Dartmouth 
college,   of  which   he  was  an  honored 
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graduate.  At  the  same  time,  a  fellow- 
graduate,  GeoFg-*  H.  Bissell,  then 
practising  law  in  New  York,  was  visit- 
ing his  old  home,  lie  became  intensely 
interested,  as  also  did  his  law  partner, 
^[^.  Evelith.  Dr.  Crosby,  of  the 
cortege,  visited  Titusville,  and  it  was 
he  who  first  conceived  the  idea  of 
boring  for  oil  in  Pennsylvania.  Several 
gallons  of  oil  were  analyzed  by  re- 
nowned chemists,  and  their  report  so 
pleased  those  interested  that  real  spec- 
ulation.in  oil  began  with  the  purchase 
from  Brewer,  Watson  &  Co.,  of  one 
hundred  and  five  acres  of  Watson's  flat 
on  November  lo,  1S54,  by  George  H. 
Bissell  and  Jonathan  G.  Eveleth,-  of 
New  Yorkr  city.  The  Pennsylvania 
Rock  Oil  Company  was  incorporated 
December  30,  1054,  «nder  the  laws  of 
New  York.  After  several  changes  to 
please  the  ideas  of  new  stockholders, 
the  company  was  finally  known  as  the 
Seneca  Oil  Company,  holding  a  lease 
of  the  one  hundred  and  five  acres  men- 
tioned. This  was  on  March  23,  1857. 
The  company  selected  E.  L.  Drake,  a 
modest  railroad,  conductor,  as  super- 
intendent, to  drill  an  artesian  well. 
He  arrived  in  Titusville  in  May,  185S. 
Relocated  his  '  wild-cat '' well  in  one 
of  the  old  timbered  pits  supposed  to 
be  of  prehistoric  origin.  He  attempted 
to  dig  a  well  similar  to  those  sunk  for 
water  and  failed.-  Finally  he  drove 
pipe  to  the  solid  rock  to  prevent  caving 
in,  and,  after  much  e.xperimenting, 
with  the  aid  of  William  Smith  and  his 
two  sol»s,  completed  the  wonderful 
Drake  well  on  August  29,    1859.     The 


well  was  sivty-nine  and  one-half  feet 
deep,  and  produced  twenty  barrels  a 
day.  The  first  twenty  gallons  were 
sold  to  .\.  S.  Dickson,  of  Titusville,  at 
one  dollar  per  gallon.  In  the  remain- 
ing four  months  of  the  year  '59,  the 
cru'de  petroleum  product  of  Oil  creek, 
sold  for  a  total  of  §1,640,000.  This 
statement  seems  fabulous,  but  the  his- 
torical facts  are:  Total  production, 
82,000  barrels,  and  average  price  per 
barrell,  $20.  For  the  year  i860  the 
output  was  500,000  'barreis,  aii-J  the 
cash  value  nearly  $5,000,000.  You 
must  remember  that  Drake's  success 
fired  the  hearts  of  .men  all  over  the 
world,  and  wherever  there  were  surface 
indications  search  was  made  for  the 
new  light.  So,  when  the  winds  from 
the  Oil  creek  wilderness  carried  wit'n 
them  the  tales  of  suddew  fortunes  in 
oil,  men  were  incredulous,  yet  curiou.s 
and  e.xcited." 

A  wonderful  excitement,  says  the 
author  of  '■  Petrolia,"  was  created  all 
over  the  land  by  the  striking  of  this 
well,  pumping  oil  from  subterranean 
deposits,  that  was  in  a  few  short  years 
to  become  an  article  so  important  and 
indispensible  to  the  wants  and  uses  of 
mankind.  Thousands,  from  all  sec- 
tions of  tlie  country,  came  to  see  the 
wonderful  phenomena  that  had  been 
reserved  for  this  the  most  enlightened 
age  of  the_  world.  Hundreds  secured 
leases  in  the  different  localities,  and 
very  soon  scores  of  new  oil  wells  were 
commenced.  Derricks  sprang  up,  as 
it  were  almost  by  magic,  in  the  valleys 
and  ravines.     The  treasure  that  had  so 
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long  remained  dormant,  and  that  had 
existed,  as  was  supposed  by  practical 
men.onjyin  the  mind  of  the  visionary, 
had  budded  forth  into  reality.  'I'lie 
machinery  used  by  the  first  operators 
was  generally  of  the  most  primitive 
character,  and  the  progress  made  in 
sinking  a  well  was  necessarily  slow  and 
the  labor  tedious.  Vet  the  wells  were 
generally  of  moderate  depth,  operators 
being  content  with  the  supply  of  oil 
obtained  from  the  first  and  second 
sand-rocks,  the  average  depth  being 
from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred 
feet.  "  Pioneers,  oil  producers,  and 
speculators,"  once  said  Van  Winkle, 
in  the  Pittsburg  Z?/j/(z/i.vi,  "  believed 
the  inckistry  would  be  short-lived. 
Within  a  few  years  they  thought  the 
deposit  would  be  exhausted.  Tliey 
were  inclined  to  gradually  extend  the 
field,  having  an  idea  that  the  surface 
indications  were  a  safe  index.  No  one 
thought'  of  drilling  except  in  the  valleys 
along  streams.  However,  as  the  years 
passed  they  grew  bolder,  and  practical 
developments  proved  to  them  that  a 
well  located  on  a  high  elevation  was  as 
likely  to  strike  oil  as  if  located  in  the 
valley.  It  was  just  a  matter  of  depth, 
they  learned,  as  the  oil  rock  lies  level. 
The  veterans  of  Oil  Creek  spoke  only 
of  first  and  second  sand-rocks.  Their 
wells  were  but  two  hundred  or  three 
hundred  feet  deep,  but  some  Yankee 
concluded  to  go  for  a  third  sand-rock 
and  found  it.  Not  till  fourteen  years 
after  Drake's  well  did  any  producer 
dreanr  of  another  oil  rock.  The  third 
.sand  was  so  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the 
6 


oil  men  that  the  announcement  made 
early  in  August,  1S73,  that  John 
Galey's  fourth  sand  well  on  the  Scott 
f^rm,  Butler  county,  wag  producing 
five  hundred  barrels  per  day,  was  not 
believed.  But  the  Galey  gusher  was 
the  beginning  of  a  wonderful  chaptec 
in  the  oil  business.  So  from  the  very 
beginning  oil  producers  have  experi- 
enced a  succession  of  surprises  and 
practical  truths.  The  knowledge  gained 
by  oil  men  has  cost  vast  sums  of  money. 
Though  the  I'lCological  Survey  com- 
piled much  valuable  statistical  informa- 
tion, practical  oil  producers  declare 
that  otherwise  they  have  derived  no 
benefit  from  it.  Up  to  the  present 
time  producers  realize  that  no  man 
knoweth  with  any  degree  of  certainty 
what  lies  beneath  the  eartli's  surface  a 
tiiird  or  more  of  a  mile.  They  know 
that  no  geologist  has  ever  located  a 
pool,  and  that  the  most  experienced 
and  intelligent  producers  complete  as 
many  dry  wells  as  the  novice."  These 
are  a  few  of  the  things  that  add  to  the 
romance  of  the  oil  regions.  Wonder- 
ful things  have  happened  in  the  past; 
who  shall  say  what  added  wonders  are 
concealed  in  the  future? 

When  the  search  for  oil  territory 
commenced,  lands  near  and  even 
remote  from  the  producing  centres 
began  to  increase  in  value.  Many 
of  the  farmers  of  Venango  county  who 
had  been  able  to  obtain  only  a  bare 
living  from  the  rocky  fields  became 
suddenly  rich  beyond  their  wildest 
dreams  of  fortune.  The  derrick  occu- 
pied   the    site  of    the    old   homestead: 
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•' orchards  were  leveled  for  firewood, 
or  to  make  room,  and  the  whole  face 
of  the  coulitry  was  in  a  few  years  ."o 
entirely  changed  as  to  be  scarcely  re- 
cognizable by  its  former  possessors." 

'I'he  pump  was  the  means  of  bring- 
ing oil  to  the  surface  in  the  early  days, 
but  after  a  time  nature  took  the  matter 
in  hand  and  sent  the  heavy  liquid  up 
by  her  own  mysterious  forces.  The 
first  flowing  well,  I  am  informed,  was 
on  the  McElhenny,  or  Funk  farm,  and 
was  known  as  the  Funk  well.  It  was 
struck  in  June,  iS6t,  and  to  the  aston- 
ishment of  all  about  commenced  to 
flow  at  the  rate  of  nearly  two  hundred 
anrl  fifty  barrels  a  day.  It  was  thought 
by  everybocly  that  it  would  soon  stop, 
and  that  the  pump  would  have  to  be 
again  resorted  to.  But  it  kept  on  for 
fifteen  months,  and  left  Mr.  Funk  a 
very  rich  man. 

P.ut  befcjre  these  fifteen  months  had 
passed,  a  new  sensation  arose  in  a  new 
quarter.  The  Phillips  well  burst  forth 
on  the  Tart  farm,  with  a  record  of  two 
thou.sarid  barrels  a  day.  Then  the 
Fmpire  well,  close  to  the  Funk,  burst 
forth  with  its  three  thousand  barrels  a 
day,  and  the  excitement  went  \ip  to 
fever  heat. 

■'The  owners  were  bewildered.'' 
says  the  author  of  "  Derrick  and  Drill," 
in  speaking  of  these  famous  weils.  "  It 
was  truly  too  much  of  a  gooi!  thing. 
The  true  value  of  petroleum  h.ul  not 
yet  been  discovered,  and  the  market 
for  it  was  limited.  Foreigners  would 
have  nothing  to  do  witli  the  nasty, 
greasy,   combustible  thing.      Our  own 


peoph;  n-ere  divided  in  opinion.  Some 
thougl.t  it  a  dangerous  thing  to  be 
l.ar.JIcd  cit  arm's  length,  while  others 
si.-l  it  clown  as  a  humbug  in  sorne  way 
or  oti;er  of  which  the  community 
sli;)u!d  keep  as  shy  as  possible.  The 
supply  was  already  in  advance  of  the 
demand,  and'  the  addition  of  three 
th.jusaiid  barrels  a  day  was  monstrous 
luif!  not  to  be  endured.  The  price  fell 
to  twenty  cents  a  barrel,  then  to  fifteen, 
ther.  to  ten.  Coopers  would  sell  bar- 
rels tor  cash  only,  and  refused  to  take 
tl'elv  pay  in  oil,  or  in  drafts  on  oil 
shipments.  Finally  it  was  impossible 
to  obtain  barrels  on  any  terms,  for  all 
the  cor;pers  in  the  surrounding  country 
could  not  make  barrels  as  fast  as  the 
Eaijjire  could  fill  them.  The  owners 
we:e  in  despair  and  tried  to  choke  oil 
their  confounded  well,  but  it  would 
nor  be  choked  off.  They  then  built  a 
dam  .-iround  it,  and  covered  the  soil 
with  grease,  but  the  oil  refused  to  be 
I'ammcd  and  rushed  into  the  stream, 
making  Oil  Creek  literally  worthy  its 
name.  For  nearly  a  year  it  flowed, 
and  then  dropped  to  a  pumping  well, 
yielding  about  a  hundred  barrels." 

The  story  of  the  wonderful  Sher- 
man well,  which  wa-;  put  down  in  1S02, 
contalu's  even  more  than  a  grain  of 
roniance:  It  was  sunk  under  great 
diti'.ctdties.  J.  \V.  Sherman,  who  was 
the  original  owner,  commenced  sinking 
it  on  the  Foster  farm,  next  above  the 
.McFlhenny,  with  very  limited  means. 
His  wife  furnished  the  money.  .'Vfter 
a  whde  it  became  necessary  to  procure 
an  engine,  and  there  was   no  money  to 


:l;./.:<t.n..  .        .     ,;• 


ROMA.VCE    OF    TffE    OIL   REGIOWS. 


make  the  piirchai^e,  and  two  men  u-bo 
were  in  possession  of  the  desired  ar- 
ticle, were  admitted  to  a  share  for  tiie 
engine.  Soon  after,  when  but  a  few 
more  feet  were  necessary  to  reach  the 
supposed  deposit  of  oil,  the  funds  were 
exhausted.  A  sixteenth  interest  was 
offered  for  Sioo,  and  refused.  Ulti- 
mately it  was  sold  for  S6o  and  an  old 
shot-gun.  A  horse  became  necessary 
during  the  work,  and  a  share  was 
bartered  for  the  animal.  At  last,  when 
all  the  means  that  could  be  raised  by 
borrowing  or  selling  were  about  ex- 
hausted, oil  was  struck,  and  flowed  at 
the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  barrels  a 
day.  The  flow  continued  at  this  rate 
for  severiil  months;  when  it  declined  to 
seven  hundred  barrels.  For  twenty- 
three  months  the  well  continued  flow- 
ing, and  then  it  stopped.  For  the  first 
year  the  proprietors  made  but  little,  if 
anything,  owing  to  the  low  price  of  oil 
and  the  difficulty  of  getting  it  to  mar- 
ket ;  but  during  the  second  year  the 
market  improved  and  an  immense  for- 
tune was  made.  It  is  estimated  that 
fully  Si. 700, GOO  in  cold  cash  came  out 
of  this  Siierman  well.  Other  flowing 
wells  struck  at  about  that  time  or  after- 
wards, were  the  Davis  &  Wheelock 
well,  struck  in  the  fall  of  1S62, 
and  pouring  out  its  fifteen  hundred 
barrels  a  day;  the  Densmore  No.  i, 
struck  about  the  same  time,  flowing 
six  hundred  barrels  a  day  ;  No.  2,  of 
the  same  name,  four  liundred  barrels 
per  day;  and  No.  3,  about  five  hun- 
dred barrels  a  day.  The  Crocker  well 
flowed  one  thousand  barrels  daily.      A 
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curious  incident  is  related 
tion  with  the  well  last  named.  It  was 
owned  by  Mr.  Fred.  Crocker,  of  Titns- 
\-ille,  who  thou<jht  he  conid  hold  the 
oil  in  the  well  for  better  prices,  as  well 
as  to  save  tankage  e\'penses,  and  he 
resolved  to  "ping  it"  below  the  second 
sand-rock.  His  further  object  was  to 
control  the  flow  of  oil  to  suit  his  con- 
venience. In  the  "plug"  was  an  inch 
and  a  half  hole  to  permit  the  oil  to 
escape  into  the  tubing  abo\-e ;  and 
npon  the  top  of  the  t'i!)i ng  was  placed 
a  stop-cock  of  like  dimensions.  The 
idea  was  to  turn  on  or  off  the  flow  of 
oil  at  will,  and  thus  secure  a  car-load 
or  a  boat-load  at  pleasure.  The  con- 
trivance worked  well  for  a  single  day; 
but  shutting  down  for  the  night,  to 
remain  idle  for  eight  or  ten  hours 
was  fatal.  The  following  morning, 
when  the  stop-cock  was  opened, 
little  or  no  oil  came  forth.  The 
plug  was  subsequently  dri\eii  to  the 
bottom  of  the  well,  for  it  coidd  not  be 
withdrawn,  and  the  well  became  "a 
pumper"  of  thirty  to  fifty  barrels  per 
day,  and  finally,  after  a  brief  life,  was 
abandoned. 

To  these  noted  flowing  wells  of  the 
lower  McF.lhenny  farm,  may  be  added 
the  "Hibbard,"  struck  in  March, 
1S63.  which  started  off  at  four  hundred 
barrels;  the  ".American,"  struck  about 
the  same  time,  with  a  record  of  five 
hundred  barrels  and  the  "  Canfield," 
struck  in  the  summer  of  1S63.  at  four 
hundred  barrels.  During  the  fall, 
winter  and  spring  of  1863,  the  daily- 
product  of    the  lower  McElhenny  farm 
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was  between  five  and  six  thousand 
barrels.  Oil  was  sold  from  this  farm 
during  th5  jears  just  mentioned,  a? 
low  as  ten  cents  per  barrel  ;  the  aver- 
age price  being  twenty-five  cents  a 
barrel,    the     purchaser    furnishing    his 


own  barrels.  In  the  spring  of  1864 
better  prices  were  realized,  oil  being 
sold  from  the  tanks  on  tlie  farm  at  five 
dollars  per  barrel. 

Ja.mes   Lanagan. 


THE    PIONEERS    OF    THE    HUDSON    RIVER. 


THOMAS    POWELL. 


The  history  of  Thomas  Powell,  and 
that  of  his  immediate  ancestors,  will 
forever  have  an  honorable  connection 
with  that  of  the  portions  of  the  Empire 
State  in  which  their  lives  were  spent 
and  their  work  performed.  The  family 
were  origifially  from  Wales,  coming  to 
the  New  World  while  New  York  was 
yet  in  possession  of  the  Dutch,  a!id 
bringing  with  them  those  best  gifts  of 
honest  thrift  and  industry  that  are  the 
possessions  of  their  race.  Henry 
Powell,  the  father  of  Thomas,  was  born 
in  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  in  1741, — 
an  industrious,  thriving  man,  who  accu- 
mulated a  handsome  fortune.  "  In 
religious  belief  he  was  a  Quaker,  and 
though  disposed  to  peace  and  quiet,  yet 
the  true  love  of  his  country,  burned 
fierce  and  bright  in  his  bosom,  and 
when  the  war  came,  his  sentiments, 
feelings,  and  public  conduct  were  all 
on  the  side  of  his  country.  This. sub- 
jected him  to  the  rapacity,  persecu- 
tion, and  ill-treatment  of  the  English 
in  possession  of  the  island,  which 
ended  in  the  spoliation  of  his  estate  on 
the  one  hand,  and  being  incarcerated 
in  the  Jersey  prison  ship  and  old  sugar 


house  on  the  other.  This  was  next  to 
death,  and  w-hile  three  thousand  per- 
ished by  starvation,  sickness  and  ill- 
treatment  in  a  hundred  ways,  it  is  re- 
markable that  any  survived."*'  Mr. 
Powell  passed  safely  through  the  perils 
of  these  prisons,  and  lived  until  17&1, 
when  he  was  drowned  in  an  attempt 
to  save  the  life  of  a  son,  who  was  with 
him  upon  a  ferry-boat  which  upset  in  a 
squall,  in  passing  from  Shelter  Island 
to  the  city  of  New  York. 

Tliis  sudden  loss  fell  severely  upon 
the  wife,  who  was  left  with  nothing 
upon  which  she  could  depend  for  even 
bare  support,  except  the  courage  and 
willing  liearts  of  her  sons,  Jacob  and 
Thomas  Powell — the  one  sixteen  and 
the  other  twelve  years  of  age.  But 
thus  tried,  they  were  not  found  want- 
ing. With  that  industry  and  energy 
that  were  conspicuous  in  the  lives  of 
the  two.  they  grappled  manfully  with 
the  pioblems  of  life  and  won  a  sure 
and  abundant  success.  Jacob  took 
charge   of    the    farm    upon   which   his 
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father  liad  been  lorateii,  and  by  the 
aid  of  Thomas  and  the  counsels  of  a 
good  iTfother.  so  conducted  it  as  to 
secure  a  comfortable  support  for  the 
family  until  the  o-cpiration  of  the 
lease. 

In  17SS  the  little  family  removed  to 
Orange  county,  and  settled  near 
VVashingtonville,  where  encouraging 
material  rewards  repaid  their  industry 
and  energy.  In  1791  they  removed  to 
Marlborough,  Ulster  county,  opened 
a  small  store,  erected  some  lime  kilns 
and  engaged  successfully  in  the  pro- 
duction and  sale  of  lime.  In  the  spring 
of  179S,  they  again  removed,  this  tim,e 
to  New  York  city,  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile iTjsiness,  but  were  driven  away 
by  yellow  fever  in  the  succeeding  sum- 
mer, and  took  up  their  temporary  resi- 
dence at  Newburgh,  then  a  small  but 
thriving  commercial  village.  The  keen- 
eyed  young  men  saw  the  chances  of  the 
future,  and  it  did  not  take  them  long 
to  decide  the  matter.  "A  compara- 
tively large  commerce  with  the  AVest 
made  Newburgh  the  head  of  its  land 
transit,  and  the  axe  was  already  ringing 
in  the  forests,  and  the  rich  lands 
of  Orange  and  Ulster  were  yielding 
those  fruits  which  pointed  out  the 
ultimate  importance  of  the  place." 
They  agreed  that  Newburgh  should 
become  their  permanent  home  ;  and 
such  it  was  during  the  remainder  of 
life  to  them  each.  They  entered  upon 
a  general  mercantile  and  forwarding 
trade,  and  subsequently  as  private 
bankers,  and  by  their  energy,  honesty 
«nd     good     business      qualities      soon 


ranked     among    the    leading   residents 
in.  that   portion   of  the  state. 

Jacob  Powell,  who  was  never  mar- 
ried, was  tailed  by  death  out  (,>f  his 
useful  career,  in  1S23,  leaving  not 
only  a  fair  share  of  the  world's  goods 
to  his  brother,  who  was  his  heir,  but  also 
that  better  possession — a  good  name. 
Soon  after  the  death  of  his  brother, 
Thomas  Powell  retired  from  active 
business,  but  again  resumed  it  in  1833, 
from  which  time  until  his  death  in 
1S36  he  was  one  of  the  great  forces  of 
commercial  and  mercantile  activity  in 
Newburgh  and  vicinity.  He  was  one 
of  the  bu-y  men  of  his  day  and  gener- 
ation, and  his  business  genius  made 
itself  felt  in  many  directions.  "Though 
not  large  in  person,"  says  Mr.  Eager 
in  the  work  already  quoted,  "  yet  pos- 
sessing a  well-knit  frame.  Few  men 
were  more  enduring  of  bodily  labor  and 
exercise  than  he.  We  question,  unless 
Mr.  Powell  was  sick,  if  the  sun  in  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  saw  him  in  bed.  Early 
risi  lu'.  united  with  daily  exercise, 
doubtless  contribute  to  health  and 
longevity,  and  is  worth  a  shop  full  of 
medicine.  The  business  operations  of 
this  gentleman  seem  to  grow  in  magni- 
tude and  interest  and  incTL'a'^e  with  his 
years;  which,  as  Newburgh  is  condi- 
tioned, is  a  happy  circumstance  to  the 
present  welfare  and  future  prosperity 
of  the  village.  .\t  this  day  (1S46J  Mr. 
Thomas  Powell  must  be  considered  the 
great  patron  of  the  place,  being  en- 
gaged and  using  freely  his  wealth  in 
all  the  operations  demanding  the  em- 
ployment  and  expenditure  of  vast  pe- 
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cuniary  means.  Of  the  truth  of  this 
remark,  expensive  buildings,  such  as 
the  Unite*!  States  hotel,  several  very 
expensive  ilocks,  the  ferry  across  the 
river,  several  steamers,  with  large  sub- 
scriptions to  stcck  in  the  Branch  Rail- 
road, and  cotton  factory,  the  Powell 
bank, — themselves  amounting  to  many 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  are  satis- 
factory evidence,  and  will,  as  they 
ought,  earn  for  Mr.  Powell  the  good 
will  and  gratitude  of  the  community." 

It  will  be  hardly  possible  in  a  sketch 
of  this  character  to  name  all  the  enter- 
prises and  measures  of  a  business  or 
public  character  with  which  JVIr. 
Powell  was  connected,  but  a  few  may 
be  enumerated.  He  was  prominently 
engaged  in  the  forwarding  b'lsiness, 
and  it  was  in  connection  therewidi 
that  he  built  the  several  vessels 
that  have  become  famous  in  the  annals 
of  the  Hudson.  The  business,  up  to 
about  1S30,  was  conducted  by  sloops; 
but  when  it  was  demonstrated  that 
steam  was  the  moving  force , of  the 
future,  a  new  order  of  things  was  in- 
augurated. In  1S34  iMr.  Powell  took 
a  decided  step  forward  when  he  built 
the  Highlander,  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  rapid  steamers  of  her  time. 
It  was  constructed  by  Lawrence  & 
Sneden  at  Greenport,  and  the  engine 
built  at  the  famous  old  West  Point 
foundry.  She  carried  two  boilers,  and 
was  queen  of  the  river  in  speed  until 
the  advancing  science  of  stearoboating 
developed  boats  which  could  come 
within  "lier  record. 

The    firm     of     T.     Powell    &    Co. 


was  continued  until  1S44,  when  it 
was  dissolved,  arid  in  the  fall  of 
TS45  the  firm  of  Powell,  Ramsdell 
&  Co.  came  into  being,  the  junior 
partner  of  which  was  Mr.  Homer 
Ramsdell,  who  had  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Powell  in  1835.*  Provided 
thus  with  a  lieutenant  whose  industry 
and  executive  ability  were  matched 
only  by  his  business  genius,  Mr. 
Powell  began  to  relieve  himself  one  by 
one  of  his  many  cares;  and  gradually 
let  more  and  more  of  the  burdens  of 
business  he  had  carried,  fall  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  younger  man.  From 
that  time  until  his  death,  Mr.  Powell 
gave  the  general  conduct  of  affairs  into 
Mr.  Ramsdells  hands,  keeping  a  gen- 
eral oversight  however,  and  ready  at 
all  times  with  counsel,  suggestion  and 
advice. 

The  business  was  in  no  sense  a  loser 
by  tliis  change.  The  younger  man  was 
alive  to  all  the  developing  chances  of  a 
most  reraaikable  era — the  era  of  steam 
transportation — and  in  all  his  ventures 
he  received  the  advice  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  elder.  That  other  famous 
steamer,  the  Thomas  PowcU,  was  built 
by  the  new  firm ;  her  construction 
being  in  the  same  hands  that  had  set 
the  J/ighlaitdtr  n-pon  the  stocks,  while 
her  engine  was  made  at  the  Morgan 
Irw*  iV  orks.  The  Thomas  Pcnve'l  cost 
sixty-rive  thousand  dollars — in  a  day 
when   money  would   go   much    farther 

*l-oi'  a  sketch  cf  life  .-in.i  labors  of  H..mer 
Ramsdell,  see  M.-vcaz!ne  oi-  Western  His- 
tory, for  March,  1889,  Vol.  IX.,  p.  597. 
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in  naval  construction  than  it  .will 
to-day.  This  boat  was  for  years  one  of 
ih;  greatest  among  the  old  Hudson 
river  vessels  ;  sold  in  1S50  to  tlie  Erie 
railway,  which  ran  her  between  New 
York  city  and  Piermont;  then  for  a 
year  upon  the  line  between  N'ewburgh 
and  New  York  :  then  to  Wilmington, 
and  then  for  a  time  plying  between 
Rondout  and  New  York  ;  and  finally 
at  rest  from  her  labor  and  broken  up. 
The  ferry-boat  GoLl-huntrr  was  also 
buTlt  by  direction  of  the  same  firm. 

Upon  land,  as  upon  water,  Mr. 
Powell  was  ready  to  do  anytiiing  in  his 
power  to  aid  the  transportation  inter- 
ests of  Newburgh.  As  early  as  1S30, 
when  steps  were  taken  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  that  should  connect 
that  city  with  the  coal  mines  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  an  act  was  passed  by  the 
legislature  for  the  formation  of  the 
Hudson  &  Delaware  Railroad  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Powell's  name  may  be 
found  in  the  list  of  incorporators.  He 
was  also  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
missioners to  receive  subscriptions  for 
the  same.  The  measure  lay  in  quiet 
for  a  time,  v/iiile  negotiations  were 
pending  for  tlio  location  of  tlie  Eastern 
terminus  of  the  Erie  railway  at  New- 
burgh; but  when  the  decision  was 
made  to  carry  the  Erie  along  the  Pier- 
mont route,  it  was  again  revived.  On 
April  21,  1S36,  the  legislature  passed 
an  act  •'  to  renew  and  amend  "  that  of 
1S30,  and  Thomas  Powell  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  named  in  the  new 
cliarter.  He  was  also  made  a  cunj- 
missioner  to  secure  subscriptions  under 


the  new  arrangement.  He  was  named 
first  in  the  list  of  directors  elected  on 
June  15,  1S36;  and  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  was  elected  president  of  the 
company.  The  steps  that  followed  are 
matters  of  general  interest  and  are  thus 
related  in  Mr.  Ruttenber's  able  his- 
tory of  Newburgh:*  "The  financial 
reverses  of  1S37  prostraced  the  enter- 
prise; and  although  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  section  placed  under 
contract  in  August,  1S36,  was  graded, 
the  work  was  not  continued.  How- 
ever, in  1S40,  the  Erie  company  having 
asked  the  aid  of  the  state,  the  whole 
influence  of  the  citizens  of  Newburgh 
was  exerted  to  compel  that  company, 
as  a  condition  of  aid,  to  construct  a 
branch  road  to  Newburgh.  The  effort 
was  unsuccessful — the  Erie  conqiany 
received  a  loan  of  the  credit  of  the 
state  to  the  amount  of  53,000,000. 
The  progress  of  the  Erie,  however,  was 
arrested  in  1S43  ;  and,  the  cunipan) 
having  again  applied  to  the  legisTature 
for  aid,  the  citizens  of  Newburgh 
again,  and  this  time  with  success, 
pressed  the  subject  of  a  branch.  The 
legislature  passed  a  law  releasing  the 
Erie  company  from  the  payment  of  the 
$3,000,000  loan  on  comlition  that  the 
conqiany  should  secure  within  eighteen 
months  a  bona  tide  subscription  of  ■ 
$3,000,000,  and  should  construct, 
within  six  years,  a  brancli  to  New- 
burgh.      The     bill     passed.     May     14, 
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1845.  The  citizens  of  Xewburgh 
agreed  to  raise  one- third  of  the  ariiount 
necessary  to  (yjnstruct  the  branch— the 
original  stock  of  the  Hudson  iV-  Dr-la- 
ware  company  being  received  in  pay- 
ment at  a  stipulated  rate.  The  law 
required  that  tlie  branch  road  should 
be  finished  by  May,  1S51  ;  but  the 
directors  of  the  Erie  company  proposed 
that  if  tlie  people  of  Xewburgh  would 
make  a  further  subscription,  thej^ 
would  complete  the  work  v/ithout 
delay.  The  proposition  was  accepted 
— the  additional  subscription  was  made; 
and  on  the  Sth  of  January,  1S50,  the 
people  of  Newburgh  celebrated,  with 
appropriate  festivities,  the  opening  of 
the  branch  Toad  to  Chester."  The 
firm  of  Tnomas  Powell  &  Co.  contri- 
buted $25,000  toward  the  sum  required 
at  the  hands  of  tlie  people  of  N'ew- 
burgh,  while  the  firm,  of  which  he 
was  the  responsible  member,  contribu- 
ted during  the  course  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  branch,  nearly  the  entire 
cost  of  the  ro^ad,  which  was  reimbursed 
at  future  dates.     . 

When  the  Highland  Bank  was  or- 
ganized in  1831,  Mr.  Powell  was 
elected  a  member  of  its  first  board  of 
directors.  The  bank  with  which  his 
name  is  more  especially  associated, 
'  however — the  Powell  Rank — was  or- 
ganized on  December  12,  1S3S,  as  an 
associated  bank,  with  a  capital  of 
^135,000.  Tlionins  Powell  was  one  of 
its  directors  and  its  president.  In 
January,  1843,  the  stockholders  with 
the  exception  of  Thomas  I'owell  and 
Homer  Ramsdell  withdrew  their  stock, 


and  tlic  institution  became  an  indivi- 
dual bank,  with  a  capital  of  5  100,000, 
with  Mr.  Powell  president  and  Mr. 
Ramsdeil  vice-president.  Thesegentle- 
men  subsequently  increased  the  capital 
to  $173,000.  In  the  fall  of  1S57,  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Powell,  the  bank  was 
discontinued  and  its  capital  employed 
in  other  business  channels.  In  this 
connection  it  m.ay  be  remarked  that 
the  organization  of  the  bank  was  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  business  in- 
terests of  N'ewburgh  at  that  time.  In 
common  with  banking  institutions  gen- 
erally, the  Newburgh  banks  were  in- 
volved in  the  conditions  which  grew 
out  of  the  speculations  of  the  im- 
mediately preceding  years  to  the  ex- 
tent that  their  capital  was  largely  tied 
up  in  extensions  and  their  ability  to 
discount  rendered  inadequate  to  the  re- 
quirements of  legitimate  trade.  In  this 
emergency  the  legislature  passed  the 
free  banking  law  enabling  individuals 
to  convert  their  real  estate  into  active 
capital  by  its  mortgage  for  bills  of 
circulation.  .Although  associated  with 
others  in  the  matter,  it  was  the  readi- 
ness with  which  Mr.  Powell  engaged  in 
the  undertaking,  the  credit  which  his 
name  gave  to  it,  and  the  capital  start 
which  ho"  subscribed  tliat  brought  the 
bank  into  existence.  The  effect  of  its 
orgaiiiz.ation  upon  the  business  of  New- 
burgh by  the  accommodations  which  it 
afforded  cannot  now  be  appreciated  by 
those  who  are  not  familiar  with  those 
trving  times.  It  is  referred  to  here  as 
one  of  tl'.e  many  instances  additional 
to  his  connection  with  the  construction 


0«t 


P/O.VEERS   OF   THE   /lUDSO.V. 


6Sl 


of  the  Erie  road,  in  which  Mr.  Powell 
stalled  his  capital  and  made  it  felt 
for  the,  good  of  Newburgh  during 
the  wliole  of  bis  extended  career.  He 
was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  men  who 
laid  the  foundations  of  N'ewburgh's 
past  and  present  prosperity,  and 
during  the  whole  of  his  career  was 
at  work  for  the  interests  of  the  town. 
He  was  active  both  in  mind  and  body 
until  the  day  of  his  death,  and  was 
never  so  content  as  when  urging  on 
or  carrying  some  great  enterprise. 
Although  a  Whig  of  the  Henry  Clay 
stamp,  and  a  great  admirer  of  that 
statesman,  he  took  little  personal  part 
in  politics,  and  had  no  ambition  for 
office  holding.  He  was  a  wonderful 
combination  of  good  qualities — genial, 
approachable  :  generous  in  that  way 
which  kept  the  left  hand  from  knowing 
what  the  right  was  doing;  just,  upright 
and  ready  to  respect  the  rights  of 
others;  'fearless  and  resolute  in  the  ex- 
pression of  his  opinion,  never  conceal- 
ing his  disapprobation  of  what  he 
deemed  to  be  wrong  and  his  apprecia- 
tion of  what  he  thought  was  right; 
cheerful,  never  dismayed  by  defeat,  nor 
turned  aside  from  the  desired  object  by 
disappointment,  and  never  losing  that 
buoyant  and  exuberant  spirit  which  was 
one  of  his  chief  characteristics.  As  has 
been  said  by  one  who  knevv-  him  well: 
"Thomas  Powell  was  a  remarkable 
man — remarkable  for  the  age  in  which 
he  lived — for  the  physical  strength  and 
mental   faculties    which  sustained  him 


till  his  death;  for  his  absence  of  osten- 
tation in  the  midst  of  wealth,  and  for 
giving  up  the  love  of  money  and  desire 
f'.)r  accumulation  when  most  men  be- 
come most  grasping  antl  penurious. 
Incidents  illustrative  of  b.is  character 
will  be  related  by  father  to  son  while 
our  town  remains,  for  his  name  is 
identified  with  improvements  which 
must  ever  contribute  to  its  prosperity. 
He  always  exemplified  a  love  of  politi- 
cal equality  in  his  intercourse  with 
society,  and  made  himself  a  living  ex- 
ample of  what  our  free  institutions 
have  done  for  man.  Those  who  knew 
him  well  can  testify  how  much  he  ap- 
preciated refinement  and  true  excel- 
lence, how  gentle  was  his  disposition, 
and  how  liberal  and  charitable  his 
views." 

For  some  time  before  his  death  Mr. 
Powell  had  been  gradually  declining, 
and  as  he  was  then  in  his  eighty-eighth 
year,  few  looked  for  any  chance  of  re- 
turning strength.  He  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  and  at  last,  on  Monday  the 
12th  of  May,  1856,  he  passed  peace-' 
fully  away.  The  words  of  sympathy 
that  came  from  all  sides;  the  expres- 
sions of  the  press,  of  various  organiza- 
tions, and  of  the  people  of  Newliurgh 
in  formal  meeting  assembled,  gave  full 
evidence  to  the  mourning  children  and 
friends  that  of  all  the  [jossessions  left 
by  Thomas  Powell  the  best  was  that 
great  heritage,  an  honorable  and  hon- 
ored name. 
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A    CHAPTER    OF    WAR    HISTORY:    WHEN  AND    HOW    THE 


LARGEST    CANNON    WERE    MADE. 


One  midsummer  day,  not  long  past, 
while  spending  an  hour  with  Mr.  Or- 
lando Metcalf,  under  the  shade  of 
trees  embowering  liis  home  in  Colo- 
rado Springs;  with  fragrant  flowers 
and  wandering  vines  upon  every  hand, 
and  the  tranquil  mountains,  culminat- 
ing in  Pike's  Peak,  embanking  the 
western  horizon — a  vision  of  peace, 
from  which  one  is  awakened,  as  out  of 
a  beautiful  dream,  when  the  lifted  eye 
beholds  the  lofty  summit  upon  which 
our  once  imperiled  flag  now  floats — 
the  subject  of  the  war  of  1861  came 
up,  the  conversation  turning  upon  the 
old  Fort  Pitt  cannon  foundry  of  Pitts- 
burgh, and  the  part  it  played  in  the 
tragedy  enacted  "with  a  kingdom  for 
a  stage."- 

The  career  of  the  late  Charles  Knap 
is  a  brilliant  page  to  read  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  struggle  for  national  life, 
The  Loyal  Legion  placed  upon  his 
breast  its  badge  of  honor,  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  distinguished  patriotism, 
evidenced  by  eminent  and  incalculable 
services  as  a  citizen  and  a  business 
man. 

Up  to  1S5.S,  .Mr.  Knap  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  sugar 
refining  machinery.  Tliis  necessitated 
many  visits   to    the  South,  resulting  in 


extensive  acquaintance  and  for.mi»g 
strong  friendships.  One  of  his  partic- 
ular friends  was  Bishop  Leonidas  Polk, 
afterwards  lieutenant-general  in  the 
Confederate  service.  In  this  way  ^i-r. 
Knap  became  informed  concerning  the 
deep-seated  hostility  of  the  South^— 
how  wide-spread  and  implacable  it  was. 
He  therefore  predicted  a  long  and 
bitter  struggle — once  "opened  the 
purple  testament  of  bleeding  war." 

While  thus  engaged  in  supplying  the 
South  with  the  means  of  peaceful  oc- 
cupation, a  fire  occurred  in  1858  which 
totally  de.stroyed  his  factory.  In  the 
light  ot  subsequent  history  this  event 
now  appears  like  an  act  of  Providence. 
Thenceforth  plowsliares  were  to  be 
turned  into  cannon,  and  pruning  hooks 
into  sabres. 

Mr.  Knap,  believing  the  war  to  be 
inevitable,  apprised  the  Washington 
authorities  of  h.is  well-founded  appre- 
hensions, and  with  the  semi-official  ap- 
probation of  thegovernmentdetermined 
to  build  the  "Fort  Pitt  Cannon  FoUn- 
dr}-"  upon  the  site  of  the  factory  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  This  he  commenced 
to  do  before  the  embers  were  wholly 
burned  to  ashes. 

During  the  war  tlie  writer  stood  upou 
the  summit  of  Little  Kennesaw  moua— 
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tain,  in  Georgia,  for  the  instant  head- 
quarters of  Gen.  Sherman.  It  was 
during  tlje  march  to  Atlanta.  While 
reporting  to  tlie  general,  upon  ofticial 
business,  that  brilliant  commander  faid 
to  me: 

"  Do  you  see  that  stump?"  point- 
ing to  a  shattered  remnant  of  a  tree, 
about  ten  inches  in  diameter. 

"  The  cannon  ball,"  continued  Gen. 
Slierman,  "  that  cut  down  that  tree 
killed  Gen.  PoIk,  who  was  standing  by 
it,  at  the  same  instant." 

It  is  not  improbable  that  Charles 
Knap  manufactured  the  identical  can- 
non that  thus  killed  his  personal 
friend.  "  War  is  cruelcv  ;  you  cannot 
refine  it,"  is  a  saying  of  Gen.  Sherman 
himself,  and  this  instance  affords  an- 
other illustration  of  its  painful  truth- 
fulness. 

Two  of  the  four  nephews  of 
Charles  Knap,  William  and  Orlando 
Metcalf,' were  also  conspicuous  in  the 
energetic  management  of  the  foundry. 

I  have  on  my  table  an  old  scrap- 
book  which  Mr.  Orlando  Metcalf  has 
industriously  compiled  since  the  war. 
In  it  I  find  an  article  bearing  upon  the 
history  of  this  cannon  foundry  which 
should  have  place  in  the  pages  of  the 
M.\CAziNE  OF  Westef:x  History.  These 
interesting  facts  were  collected  by  a 
special  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
HeraU,  and  were  published  in  that 
paper  in  1S67.  The  reader  will  bear 
this  date  in  nynd — that  more  than 
twenty  years  have  passed  since  their 
first  and  only  appearance  in  press-^ 
save  this  reprint  ia  these  columns. 


"  On  a  triangular  plain,  bordered  on 
two  sides  by  the  Monongahela  and 
.Allegheny  rivers  (which  here  forms  the 
Ohio)  lies  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, 357  niiles  west  of  Philadel- 
phia. Back  of  the  rivers,  as  well  as  on 
the  remaining  side  of  the  triangle,  are 
high  mountain  ridges  (spurs  of  the 
Allegheny  range),  which  enclose  the 
city,  basin  like,  towering  up  like  huge 
fortifications  seemingly  erected  for  its 
protection.  The  city  is  built  on  the 
site  of  old  Fort  Duquesne,  after^rards 
called  Fort  Pitt,  from  which  latter  ap- 
pellation Pittsburg  takes  its  name. 
Every  schoolboy  is  conversant  with  the 
history  of  this  fortification  and  with 
the  defeat  of  Gen.  Braddock,  where 
George  Washington  first  distinguished 
himself,  the  site  of  which  is  in  this 
vicinity.  The  old  fort — or  rather  the 
ruins  of  it — was  standing  until  about 
three  years  since;  but  the  constant  in- 
crease of  population  and  the  rapid 
spread  of  the  city  have  caused  its  re- 
moval as  a  necessity.  The  western 
portion  of  Pennsylvania  abounds  in 
iron  and  coal  to  an  extent  that  is  al- 
most beyond  belief.  The  mountainous 
ridges  surrounding  Pittsburg  are  in  fact 
underlaid  with  immense  beds  of  the 
latter,  and  Western  Pennsylvania  con- 
tains in  the  aggregate  enough  coal  to 
turn  all  the  machinery  ever  construct- 
ed. It  is  more  easily  procurable  here, 
too,  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
world.  In  England,  where  the  '  black 
diamonds '  lie  at  a  distance  of  from 
live  hundred  to  two  thousand  feet  be- 
low  the  surface    of   the    earth,  an  im- 
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mense  outlay  is  required  to  bring  up 
the  hidden  treasure;  but  here  so  plen- 
tiful is  the  material,  and  so  easily  is  it 
reached,  that  the  very  best  coal  used 
for  generating  steanri  is  delivered  in  the 
city  at  from  75  cents  to  a  Sr.50  per 
ton.  Directly  across  from  Pittsburg 
the  coal  lies  two  hundred  feet  high  in 
the  hills,  and  is  sent  down  in  cars  to 
mills  and  foundries  located  along  their 
base  at  the  least  possible  cost.  It  is 
not  at  all  remarkable,  then,  that  the 
Scotch-Irish  settlers  who  located  their 
colonies  ill  I'ittsburg  and  its  vicinity, 
soon  discovered  the  advantages  that 
were  to  be  realized  by  bringing  to  light 
the  hidden  wealth  by  which  they  were 
surrounded,  and  consequently  they 
were  not  slow  to  profit  by  them. 

"  Pittsburg,  from  the  very  nature  of 
its  location,  became  an  iron  manufac- 
turing city.  It  is  rich  now,  and  its 
prospective  wealth  is  only  limited  by 
the  energy  that  may  be  used  to  develop 
the  vast  mineral  resources  that  lie  con- 
tiguous to  it  on  every  hand. 

"  AmoTig  the  many  foundries  and 
iron  works  of  wliich  the  city  boasts, 
the  largest  (in  fact  the  most  complete 
in  the  world  for  the  purposes  for  wliich 
it  is  used)  is  the  Fort  Pitt  Foundry, 
situated  on  the  northeast  side  of  the 
city,  fronting  on  the  Alleghany  river, 
and  having  other  fronts  on  Etna  and 
O'Hara  streets.  This  institution  com- 
prises an  entire  square,  and  is  about 
four  hundred  feet  on  each  side.  It  was 
established  about  forty  years  ago  by 
Charles  Knap,  of  Washington  city,  and 
has  been  for  years  past  devoted  almost 


exclusively  to  the  casting  of  heavy 
ordnance  for  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. The  business  is  now  being  con- 
ducted under  a  lease  by  Mr.  Knap's 
four  nephews,  William  and  Orlando 
Metcalf,  and  Joseph  M.  and  James  G. 
Knap,  all  young  men  of  exceeding  en- 
terprise and  excellent  business  qualifi- 
cations. During  the  war  tlie  capacity 
of  the  establishment  was  fully  tested, 
as  will  appear  from  the  following  sum- 
mary of  tlie  work  turned  out  here,  in 
compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  gov- 
ernment. From  July  i,  iS6i,  to  July 
I,  I1S65,  there  were  cast  at  the  Fort 
Pitt  foundry  1,392  army  guns  and 
1,117  navy  guns,  of  calibre  varying 
from  twenty  to  four  and  a  half  inches 
bore.  The  total  gross  weight  of  iron 
used  in  the  construction  of  these  pieces 
of  ordnance  was  50,735,455  pounds, 
and  the  total  weight  of  guns  sold  to 
the  government  between  the  dates 
above  given  was  26,531,018  pounds. 
In  this  enumeration  is  included  two 
twenty-inch  columbiads,  89  fifteen- 
inch  Rodman  guns,  and  Sg  fifteen-inch 
navy  guns  ;  555  ten-inch  Rodman 
guns  and  627  nine-inch  navy  guns. 
There  have  also  been  cast  here  on  gov- 
ernment order  three  twenty-inch  guns 
— one  army  and  one  navy,  the  only 
ones  in  the  world — one  of  which  is 
now  at  Fort  Hamilton.  New  York,  and 
is  the  largest  piece  of  army  ordnance 
in  existence.  Two  twenty-inch  pieces 
intended  to  be  put  on  board  the  new 
monitor  Puritan,  are  now  being  finished 
up  at  this  foundry.  They  are  of  huge 
dimensions,  and  took  about  two  weeks 
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each  in  casting  and  cooling.  Each 
weighed  in  the  rough  170,000  pounds, 
and  will ^-eigh,  when  fully  completed 
and  ready  for  delivery,  116,000 
pounds.  The  rough  length  in  mould 
'was  300  inches,  and  when  finished  will 
be  243^  inches.  The  maximum  dia- 
meter in  the  rough  was  66  inches  ; 
when  finished,  64  iriclies.  Minimum 
diameter  in  the  rough,  4S  inches  ; 
when  finished,  34  inches.  The  dia- 
meter of  the  bore  is  20  inches,  and  the 
depth  of  bore  210  inches.  The  solid 
shot  used  in  these  pieces  will  weigh 
1,050  pounds  eacli  ;  and  to  propel  this 
massive  projectile  will  require  at  each 
discharge  one  hundred  pounds  of  pow- 
der. Thsse  monsters  of  destruction 
are,  beyond  all  question,  the  largest 
known  in  any  navy.  They  are  some- 
what lighter  than  the  army  piece  at 
Fort  Hamilton,  however,  which  may 
be  set  down  as  larger  than  any  cannon 
in  the  world.  The  great  fifteen-inch 
gun  at  Fortress  Monroe  (by  the  by,  it 
was  cast  at  Fort  Pitt),  which  was,  when 
put  up,  considered  a  grand  triumph  in 
the  way  of  heavy  ordnance,  would 
appear  of  comparatively  insignificant 
proportions  if  placed  alongside  of  these 
giant   fire  belchers. 

"The  casting  of  heavy  ordnance  re- 
quires the  nicest  calculation  and  the 
most  extreme  care,  else  labor  will  be 
thrown  away,  and  the  profit  and  loss 
account  of  the  manufacturer  most  ma- 
terially increased.  The  government 
inspection  is  scrupulously  rigid,  and  if 
there  be  found  in  the  casting  the  least 
flaw,  no  matter   if  its   extent   be   only 


sufficient  fo  admit  a  pin's  head,  the 
pieces  will  be  rejected  as  unfit  for  ser- 
vice. These  rejected  pieces  can  be, 
however,  li-oken  up  and  nitlted  over 
into  other  ordnance.  The  following  is 
tlie  process  pursued  in  the  manufacture 
of  heavy  guns  : — The  establishment  is 
divided  into  three  compartments,  viz.: 
The  foundry  proper,  the  pattern  shop 
and  the  boring  mill.  The  wooden 
pattern  of  the  piece  to  be  cast,  having 
been  made  in  halves,  each  half  is  laid 
down  on  a  platform,  the  ova!  side  up-* 
ward.  A  'flask'  or  covering  for  the 
protection  of  the  mould,  is  then  placed 
over  this  pattern,  leaving  about  three 
inches  between  itself  and  the  pattern. 
This  space  is  then  filled  with  the  mould- 
ing sand  which  is  rammed  down  tightly 
and  receives  the  impress  of  the  pattern 
on  every  part  of  its  interior  surface. 
The  pattern,  be  it  remembered,  is 
simply  the  gun  in  wood,  being  in  size, 
shape,  etc.,  exactly  what  the  piece  is 
expected  to  be  when  lifted  from  the 
pit.  When  the  mould  has  been  finished 
and  has  remained  sufficiently  long  to 
receive  the  impression  of  the  pattern 
thoroughly  in  every  part,  its  halves  are 
put  into  a  massive  oven,  where  they 
are  subjected  to  a  baking  process  that 
renders  them  sufficiently  hard  to  be- 
come receptacles  for  the  molten  iron 
of  which  the  gun  is  to  be  made.  Then 
they  are  bolted  and  pastci.l  together  by 
a  preparation  of  cement  and  lowered 
into  a  pit  constructed  for  the  purpose. 
This  pit  is  bricked  all  around  on  the 
inside,  and  has  grate  bars  at  the  bot- 
tom,  on    which    a    fire    can    be    built. 


:.    pivi.-  :■■■    lit    {(:»»* 


MAGAZIXE    OF    WESTERN-   HISTORY. 
Iron  flues  on  each  side   of   it,  reaching      been    previously    placed    around 


to  and  flush  with  the  surface  o'f  the 
groun4,  are  also  put  in.  so  that  a 
draught  of  air  will  enable  the  fire  to 
burn  well  when  lighted.  Fuel  is  then 
put  on  the  urate  bars.  \\'ha*  is  termed 
the  'cure  barrel'  is  then  introduced 
into  the  mould  that  now  stands  per- 
pendicularly in  the  pit  (in  which  posi- 
tion the  gun  is  always  castj.  This 
core  barrel  is  a  hollow  tubing,  pre- 
.  senting  the  appearance  almost  of  a 
fluted  column,  and  is,  before  being  put 
into  the  pit.  wrapped  around  evenly 
with  hempen  cord  and  covered  with 
paste.  It  forms  the  bore  of  the  gun, 
and  to  insure  the  proper  casting  of  the      for  which  Gep.T.  J.  Rodman  obtained 


the 
inner  side  of  the  pit  is  now  speedily 
ignited  by  dropping  into  it  some 
molten  iron,  aiid  tlie  pit  is  then  en- 
tirely covered  over  with  segments  of 
sheet  iron.  The  cold  water  is  now 
continually  rushing  through  the  hydrant 
ttjbe  and  circulating  around  the  inside 
of  the  core  barrel  until  it  reaches  the 
surface,  when  it  is  led  off  by  a  drain  as 
above  described.  This  has  the  ten- 
dency to  cool  the  inside  of  the  gun 
first,  while  the  fire  above  the  grate 
bars  keeps  the  outer  portion  of  it  still 
heated.  Herein  consists  the  great  im- 
provement  made   in  casting  ordnance. 


piece  It  must  be  adjusted  in  the  exact 
centre  of  the  mould.  Inside  of  this  is 
now  placed  a  small  hydrant  pipe, 
which  extends  to  within  one  inch  of 
the  bottom  of  the  barrel  ;  tnrough 
this  pipe  cold  water  is  introduced, 
which,' traversing  the  inch  of  space  at 
the  bottom,  rises  gradually  and  fills 
the  barrel,  whence  it  is  led  off  by  a 
surface  pipe.  The  use  of  the  water 
will  become  apparent.  Meanwhile  the 
molten  iron  of  w'/.ich  the  gun  is  to  be 
made  is  seething  in  the  melting  fur- 
nace. From  this  furnace  to  the  cast- 
ing pit  runners  or  leaders  are  now  laid, 
and,  everything  being  in  readiness,  the 
furnace  is  tapped,  when  away  goes  the 
molten,  lava-like  material,  following 
the  course  of  the  runners  into  the 
mould,  standing  perpendictdarly  in  the 
pit.  The  mould  being  filled,  the  fur- 
nace'tap  is  now  closed  and  tiie  influx 
of  iron  stopped.      The  fuel  which   had 


a  patent,  and  ordnance  cooled  in  this 
manner  are  known  as  '  Rodman  guns.' 
That  portion  of  the  iron  which  is  first 
cooled  becomes  the  hardest  part  of  the 
piece,  and  by  the  introduction  and 
constant  circulation  '  of  water  on  the 
Rodman  principle,  the  inside  of  the 
ordnance  is  solidified  and  made  much 
stronger  than  the  outer  surface.  Form- 
erly, when  by  natural  action  the  guns 
cooled  from  the  outer  surface  inward, 
the  spongy  iron — that  less  able  to  re- 
sist the  pressure  of  a  discharge — was 
invariably  on  the  inside,  and  in  close 
contact  with  the  propelling  power; 
but,  by  the  Rodman  system  the  strong- 
est and  hardest  part  of  the  piece  is  its 
inner  surface,  thus  lessening  the 
chances  of  explosion,  if  not  in  fact  ob- 
viating them  entirely.  The  cooling 
process  of  a  gun  of  ten-inch  calibre  oc- 
cupies about  tive  days  while  that  of  a 
twenty-inch  piece  takes  up  about  two 
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■weeks  time.  Whenever  the  water 
comes  up  to  the  surface  drain  of  a  tem- 
perature^xactiy  equal  to  tliat  it  j)os- 
sessed  on  entering  the  core  barrel,  the 
gun  is  known  to  be  sufficiently  cooled 
for  removal. 

".■\n  imuiense  crane,  near  which  the 
casting  pit  is  always  dug,  is  then 
brought  into  requisition  to  effect  this 
reaiival.  This  huge  piece  of  mechan- 
ism has  an  arm  of  Brobdignagian  pro- 
portions outstretched  over  the  pit,  and 
from  it  are  dangling  enormous  chains. 
Thise  are  firmly  attached  to  the  piece 
in  the  pit,  and  the  power  of  the  steam 
engine  which  sets  the  crane  in  motion 
is  applied,  when  up  comes  the  mons- 
trous carmen,  apparently  as  easily  as  a 
fond  mother  would  lift  her  infant  from 
the  cradle.  A  strongly  built  platform 
car  stands  ready  to  receive  the  huge 
load  from  the  iron  arm  of  the  crane 
and  on  this  it  is  safely  deposited  and 
taken  to  a  massive  lathe  in  the  boring 
department,  where  it  is  bored  and  re- 
ceives its  finishing  touches.  When 
taken  from  the  pit,  the  outside  of  the 
piece  is  rough  and  bark-like  in  ap- 
pearance, and  it  is  placed  in  the  lathe 
to  have  this  rough  surface  removed, 
which  process  is  performed  by  the  use 
of  turning  tools  somewhat  after  the 
manner  of  wood  turning.  The  piece 
has  now  to  be  shortened  to  its  required 
levgth  ;  for,  in  the  casting  it  is  made 
longer  than  it  is  intended  to  be  when  fin- 
ished. This  e.xtra  length  is  added  in  the 
mould  for  the  purpose  of  makingf  sure 
that  the  nuiz/le  of  the  gun  will  be  of  tlie 
hardest  and  most  solid  character.     The 


superfluous  spongy  piece,  which  is  re- 
moved by  a  stationery  tool,  against 
which  the  gun  revolves,  is  called  the 
'  sinking  head,'  and  varies  from  three 
and  a  half  to  four  feet  in  length.  When 
this  is  taken  off  it  can  be  remelted  for 
another  casting.  Although  the  core 
barrel  occupies  the  cylindrical  space  or 
hollow  of  the  gun  when  in  the  mould, 
it  is  much  smaller  in  diameter  than  the 
bore  of  the  piece  is  intended  to  be,  and 
coas2:[hently  that  diameter  must  be  in- 
creased to  the  size  called  for  by  the 
calibre  of  the  gun.  To  effect  this  a 
boring  rod  is  introduced  at  the  muzzle, 
after  the  '  sinking  head  '  has  been  re- 
moved, and  while  the  outer  surface  of 
the  piece  is  being  turned  and  smoothed, 
this  augur-like  instrument  is  gradually 
working  its  w-ay  into  the  bowels  of  the 
monster,  giving  its  bore  the  necessary 
dimensions.  When  this  is  done  the 
inner  surface  is  polished,  and  the  gun 
is  tit  for  the  'proving  '  process.  This 
is  gone  through  with  at  the  proving 
ground,  distant  two  miles  from  the 
city,  where  the  resisting  force  of  the 
piece  is  put  to  the  severest  test.  A 
charge  of  ammunition,  much  greater 
than  the  gun  will  ever  be  loaded  with 
when  called  into  active  service,  is  put 
into  it  and  fired.  One  of  two  things 
must  now  take  jdace — either  the  gun 
stands  the  discharge  uninjured,  or  else. 
— well,  in  any  other  event,  that  gun  it 
would  'be  rather  hard  to  locate  !  The 
proof  firing  having  been  satisfactory, 
the  government  official  again  inspects 
it— it  has  been  once  inspected  after 
coming  from    the    foundry — and   it  be- 


A'A'".'^  ■..'<■•.■>     t 


MAGAZ/XE    OF    U^.STEI^N   HISTORY. 


comes  the  property  of  the  United 
States.  The  time  generally  occupied, 
from  the  Casting  of  a  piece  to  its  de- 
livery to  the  government,  is,  for  a  ten- 
inch  gan,  six  weeks;  for  a  fifteen-inch 
colurabiad,  six  weeks,  and  for  a  twenty- 
inch  monster,  nine  weeks. 

"  The  capacity  of  the  Fort  Pitt 
foundry  may  be  judged  from  the  fol- 
lowing statement  :  The  number  of 
hands  employed  in  all  its  departments 
is  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  hundred. 
Si.'c  air  furnaces  are  used  inmeltingthe 
iron,  the  united  melting  capacity  of 
which  is  over  tv/o  hundred  tons.  Thirty 
mammoth  lathes  are  employed  in  turn- 
ing and  boring  the  pieces,  all  of  which 
lathes  rec^i'.e  their  motive  power  from 
a  double  engine  having  two  eighteen- 
inch  cylinders  and  two  feet  stroke  of 
piston.  This  engine,  by  the  way,  is  a 
great  curiosity  in  itself  to  any  one 
versed  in  mechanism.  Each  of  the 
huge  cranes,  eight  in  number,  has  a 
separate  engine  attached  to  it,  and  is 
capable  of  lifting  forty  tons  weight. 
The  pits  for  casting  are  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, and  each  one  is  capable  of  receiv- 
ing the  mould  of  a  large  columbiad. 
The  ground  floor  of  the  foundry,  as 
well  as  the  yard,  isgridir'oned  all  over 


~:th  railway  tracks,  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  the  guns  in  any  direction. 
Everything,  in  fine,  is  in  the  most  com- 
plete order  fc-  the  manufactuie  of 
ordnance,  and  the  establishment  can 
turn  out  as  many  Rodman  or  Dahigren 
pieces — the  only  kind  it  casts — as  the 
government  may  require,  at  the  short- 
est notice.  A  iot  of  fifteen-inch  army 
guns  is  now  being  finished  up — -the 
first  of  a  new  order  received  from  the 
United  States  government  not  long 
since.  Of  cour.-e  there  is  not  so  much 
hurry  and  drive  in  this  establishment 
now  as  there  was  during  the  war, 
though  the  action  of  the  government  in 
determining  on  an  increased  fortifica- 
tion of  the  coiiit  affords  abundant  em 
pluymentfor  the  resources  of  the  foun- 
dry, which  is  the  only  one  where 
twenty-inch  guns  can  be  cast.  Besides 
casting  guns,  however,  the  proprietors 
are  engaged  in  supplying  the  govern- 
ment with  shells  and  can-non  balls- 
The  shells  are  cast  in  separate  moulds; 
but  the  balls  are  cast  in  clusters,  and 
afterwards  separated  by  being  turned 
apart,  after  which  they  are  polished 
with  emery  and  painted." 

Henry  Dudley  Teetor. 
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Prob.jvbly  no  one  in  Kansas, whether 
a  pioneer  or  a  recent  comer,  deserves  a 
more  prominent  or  a  more  honorable 
place  in  the  history  of  this  State  than 
does  Col.  D.  R.  Anthony.  Coming 
to  Kansas  Territory  as  early  as  1S54,  it 


niay  be  truth:ully  said  that  his  life 
work  has  been  devoted  to  every  cause 
that  has  had  for  its  object  the  material 
advancement  of  the  young  common- 
wealth. Having  been  an  active  and 
oftentimes  cenual  figure  in  the  stirring 
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events  tViat  followed  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  30th  of  May, 
1S54,  organizing  the  territories  of 
Nebraska  and  Kansas,  no  one  is  better 
qualified  to  testify  to  the  fact  that  the 
latter  territory  gained  her  place  in  the 
starry  firmament  of  states,  through 
vast  and  varied  difficulties,  than  is  Col. 
Anthony.  And  that  Kansas  became 
at  once  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude. 
and  that  the  halo  of  light  surrounding 
this  beautiful  orb  has  grown  and  con- 
tinues to  grow  in  brilliancy,  as  the 
years  come  and  go,  is  due,  in  a  '.-ery 
marked  degree,  to  the  commendable 
deeds  of  the  pioneer  settlers  who 
braved  so  many  privations  and  dangers 
in  their  persistent  and  at  last  successful 
endeavors  to  save  Kansas  from  the 
blighting  curse  of  slavery  and  the  rule 
of  border  ruffians.  'Well  may  the  sur- 
vivors of  our  territorial  era  sing  the 
song  of  our  Kansas  poet:  * 

Into  loam  the  sand  is  mL-Ued, 

.\nd  the  blue  ^jrass  takes  the  loam. 

Round  about  the  prairie  home; 

And  tfie  locomotives  roam 
Over  landscapes  iron  belted. 
Cities  grow  where  stunted  birches 

Hugged  the  shallow  water  line, 

And  the  deepening  rivers,  twiae 

Past  the  factory  and  mine. 
Orchard  slopes  and  schools  and  churches. 
Deeper  gro.vs  the  soil  and  truer. 

More  and  more  the  prairie  teems 

With  a  fruitage  as  of  dreams; 

*  Hon.  Eugene  K.  Ware,  of  Fort  Scott,  who 
has  written  many  poems  on  Kansas  subjects 
over  the  itom  de  flunu  of  "  IronquiU."  .\ 
volume  of  his  poems  has  recently  been  pub- 
lished bearing  this  quaint  title. 
7 


Clearer,  dfipc-r,  d.\w  the  stream's. 
Inlander  gr..v,s  th^  sky  and  bluer. 

We  haven-s^e  the  State  of  Kansas,' 
.\nd  tc-day  she  stands  complete — 
First  in  Freedom,  first  in  wheat; 
.\nd  her  future  years  will  meet 

Ripened  hopes  and  richer  stanzas. 

Daniel  Read  Anthony  was  born  on' 
the  22d  of  .August,  1S2.1,  at  South 
.■\ilams.  Massachusetts,  and  is  there- 
fore now  sixty-five  years  old.  But 
time  has  dealt  kindly  with  h.im,  and  at 
this  ripe  a,o  he  is  still  in  the  full 
vigor  of  his  mature  manhood.  He 
comes  of  the  old  Quaker  stock,  and 
traces  his  lineage  directly  to  John 
Anthony,  w'ho  immigrated  to  America 
from  Wales,  landing  at  Dartmouth. 
Massachusetts,  in  1646.  Col.  Anthony 
is  one  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom 
were  boys  and  five  girls,  among  the 
latter  being  Susan  B.  .\nthony,  now 
known  to  the  world  as  the  leader  of 
the  Woman  Suffrage  movement  in  the 
United  States,  who  has  devoted  her 
Ufe  and  more  than  one  fortune  to  the 
cause  of  the  monil.  social  and  political 
elevation  and  improvement  of  the 
women  of  America. 

Col.  Anthony  also  comes  tjt  the  old 
"Revolutionary  stock.  Daniel  Read,  of 
South  .\dams.  Massachusetts,  a  grand- 
parent of  his,  and  for  whom  he  was, 
named,  was  in  the  army  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  "  servetl  in  the  division, 
which,  tinder  Arnold,  made  the  won- 
derful march  through  the  Xew  England 
states  to  Quebec,  in  midwinter,  snft'er- 
ing  untold  hardships.  .At  the  time 
Gen.    Burgoyne    made   the    raid    upon 
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Bennington,  Vermont,  Gen.  Stark 
sent  a  messenger  to  notify  the  people 
and  c-all*for  aid."  The  messenger 
arrived  in  South  Adams  on  Sunday 
during  church  service,  rode  up  to  the 
Baptist  church,  and  made  known  tlie 
object  of  his  visit.  The  minister 
stopped  in  the  middle  of  his  sermon 
and  called  upon  all  who  would  \olun- 
teer  to  defend  their  country  to  form  in 
line  in  the  aisles  of  the  church.  Daniel 
Read,  who  was  attending  the  services 
that  Sunday,  although  not  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church,  volunteered, 
with  others,  went  to  Bennington,  and 
fought  and  helped  to  defeat  the  in- 
vader." 

With  tWs  incident  in  the  mind  of  the 
reader,  it  is  easy  to  understand  the 
animating  impulse  that  led  Col. 
Anthony  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  first 
party  of  Free  State  settlers  that  left 
Boston  and  Worcester  on  the  17th 
and  i8th  of  July,  1S54,  bound  for 
Kansas  territory.  Even  at  that  time, 
so  soon  after  the  organization  of  the 
territory,  the  excitement  in  the  North, 
and  especially  in  the  .N'ew  England 
states,  occasioned  by  the  efforts  of  the 
slave  power  to  establish  slavery  in 
Kansas,  was  becoming  intense.  A 
meeting*  of  "squatters"  had  been 
held  at  a  point  three  miles  west  of 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  as  early  as 
the  loth  of   June  following  the  organi- 

*  Lewis  Bunies,  of  Weston,  Missouri,  wis 
president  of  that  meeting,  and  J.  H.  R.  Cundill', 
of  St.  Joseph.  Mi^soiiri,  was  secretary.  The 
Other  component  parts  of  the  meeting  were 
also  Missourians  or  Southerners. 
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nation  of  the  territory,  at  which  it  had 
been  declared,  that  "  we  will  afford 
protection  to  no  .Abolitionist  as  a 
settler  of  Kansas  territory."  and  that 
"  we  recognize  the  institution  of  slav- 
ery as  alread}-  existing  in  the  terri- 
tory." 

Col.  Anthony,  tJien  in  the  thirtieth 
year  of  his  age,  was  ferociously  hostile 
to  the  institution  of  slavery.  His  keen 
sense  of  justice,  that  has  always  been 
one  of  his  chief  characteristics,  led 
him  early  to  espouse  tlie  cause  of 
freedom,  and  to  urge  a  relentless  war 
upon  slavery,  while  his  perceptive  and 
reflective  faculties,  being  of  more  than 
ordinary  keenness  and  depth,  impelled 
hiiii  to  do  battle  in  the  interest  of  what 
he  conceived  to  be  right  and  proper, 
with  relation  to  the  establishment  of 
slavery  in  the  new  territories,  at  the 
first  opportunity  that  presented  itself 
to  him.  The  reader  will  not  be  sur- 
prised therefore  to  find  the  name  of  D. 
R.  Anthony  enrolled  among  the  Free 
State  settlers  who  came  to  Kansas  with 
the  first  colony  sent  out  by  the  New 
England  Emigrant  Aid  Society,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Eli  Thayer,  of 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  who  was  the 
leading  spirit  in  organizing  the  society. 

This  colony  of  pioneer  Emigrant  Aid 
settlers  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Kan- 
saa  river  on  the  2Sth  of  July,  1S54, 
and  held  a  meeting  at  which  it  was 
resolved,  in  effect,  that  each  member 
of  the  colony  should  refrain  from  al- 
lowing his  sentiments  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  becoming  known  to  the  pro- 
slavery  settlers   then  in  the  territory  of 
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Kansas.*  Or,  in  other  words,  that  the 
efforts  of  the  Pro-slaveryites  to  estab- 
lish thejr  pet  institution  in  the  terri- 
tory should  be  allowed  to  pass  un- 
noticed, apparently,  by  the  colonists, 
trho  were  to  pursue  the  even  tenor  of 
their  respective  ways,  saying  nothing 
and  doing  nothing  in  open  opposition 
to  the  hostile  party.  To  this  resolu- 
tion Mr.  J.  C.Archibald,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Dr.  John  Doy,  of  Xew  York,  Mr. 
Samuel  F.  Tappan,  of  Massachusetts. t 
and  Mr.  D.  R.  Anthony  excepted  and 
withdrew  from  the  meeting,  having 
first  declared  that  they  had  come  to 
the  territory  to  assist  in  establishing  a 
Free  State;-  that  they  hated  slavery  and 
the  slave  power;  and  that  they  did  not 
propose,  Y\o\<  that  they  were  entering  a 
field  upon  which  this  contest  was  to 
be  fought  to  a  finish,  to  show  the 
white  feather  by  keeping  their  mouths 


closed  whenever  the  subject  of  slavery 
was  mentioned.  And  each  of  them 
had  the  courage  to  support  his  titter- 
ance  at  the  point  of  a  dagger  or  at  the 
muzzle  of  a  gun,  if  need  be — an  asser- 
tion that  will  become  more  and  more 
apparent  as  the  reader  follows  this 
sketch  to  its  close. 

Ffaving  rested  a  day  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Kansas  river,  the  march  into  the 
interior  began  on  the  29th  of  July  ;  and 
on -the  morning  of  the  31st  the  pioneer 
settlers  pitched  their  tents  at  a  point 
about  seven  miles  west  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Wakarusa,  v.-here  the  historic  city 
of  Lawrence  now  stands.  And,  on  the 
following  day,  the  ist  of  August,  a 
nieeeting  was  held  at  this  camping- 
ground,  at  which  it  was  \oted  to  "  stop 
here."  Thus  Col.  Anthony  became 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  city  of  Law- 
rence, there  being  at  that  time  but  one 


*  Among  the  very  earliest  settlements  made 
in  the  territory  was  that  of  Wyandotte,  at  the 
point  where  the  Kansas  river  empties  into  the 
Missouri,  and  immediately  opposite  the  present 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.  The  convention  that 
adopted  the  present  constitution  of  the  State  of 
Kansas  was  held  at  Wyandotte.  But  the  his- 
toric town  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past,  the  name 
having  been  changed  some  time  ago  to  Kansas 
City.  This  change  was  urged  by  "  town  lot 
boomers  "  principally  who  hoped  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  unsuspecting  speculator  who 
might  otherwise  have  gone  across  the  river  to 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.  It  was  a  clear  case  of 
the  tail  attempting  to  wag  the  dog. 


\  Each  of  these  gentlemen  afterwards  became 
famous  Kansas  characters.   Tappan  was  a  news- 


paper correspondent  and  a  fighter  who  knew  no 
fear.  He  was  clerk  of  the  first  territorial 
legislature,  and  for  many  years  thereafter  was 
prominent  in  Kansas  affairs,  a  co-worker  and 
companion  of  United  States  Senators  Ingalls 
and  Plumb,  John  Urown,  of  Osawatomia,  etc. 
Archibald  was  a  builder  and  a  prominent  Free 
Slate  character.  Dr.  John  Doy  probably  had 
a  more  exciting  and  checkered  career  than 
either  of  the  other  two.  For  assisting  slaves 
to  escape  into  Nebraska  he  was  sentenced  to 
five  years  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary,  in 
1^59,  but  he  wxs  rescued  from  the  jail  in  St. 
Joseph,  where  he  was  confined,  and  taken  to 
I^wrence  where  a  public  reception  wc!s  ten- 
dered him.  His  "  Narrative  of  John  Doy," 
p'jMished  in  1S60  by  a  New  York  firm,  is 
intensely  interesting.  Archibald  and  Doy  are 
dead. 
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small  log  house  on  the  present  site  of 
the  city.* 

In  the  fall  &f  that  year,  after  having 
familiarized  himself  somewhat  with  ihe 
condition  of  the  settlers  then  in  the 
territory — both  the  free-state  and  pro- 
slavery  settlers— Col.  Anthony  returned 
to  his  home  in   Rochester,  New  York. 

During  his  stay  in  Lawrence,  or 
rather  Wakaroosa,  as  it  was  then  called, 
he  had  written  several  letters  to  a 
Rochester  paper  concerning  affairs  in 
the  territory.  These  letters  were  signed 
"  D.  R.  A.,"  that  there  might  be  no 
mistake  as  ta  their  authorship,  and  in 
them  the  writer  urged  upon  the  people 
of  the  North  that  if  Kansas  was  to  be 
organized  as  »  free  state,  there  must  be 
a  large  emigration  from  that  section  at 
once.  There  was  no  room  left  by  the 
writer  for  misconstruing   the   tenor  of 

*  This  settlement  was  first  named  "  Wauka- 
rusa,"  after  the  stream  bearing  that  name, 
which  was  also  sometimes  spelled  "  Wakaroo- 
sa." The  Herald  of  Freedom  was  first  dated, 
"  Waukarusa,  Kansas  Territory,  October  21, 
1854."  Richardson's  "  Beyond  the  Mississ- 
ippi," gives  this  legend  of  the  origin  and  sig- 
nificance of  the  name:  "Many  moons  ago, 
before  white  men  ever  saw  these  prairies,  there 
was  a  great  freshet.  While  the  waters  were 
rising,  an  Indian  girl  on  horseback  came  to  the 
stream  and  began  fording  it.  Her  steed  went 
in  deeper  and  deeper,  until,  as  she  sat  upon 
him,  she  was  half  immersed.  Surprised  and 
affrighted,  she  ejaculated  '  Wau-ka-ru-sa! '  [hip 
deep.]  She  fin.ally  crossed  in  safety,  but  after 
the  invariable  custom  of  the  savages,  they  com- 
memorated her  adventure  by  re-naming  both 
her  and  the  stream,  '  Waukarusa.'  "  With  all 
due  respect  to  Mr.  Richardson's  legend,  the 
word  "Wakarusa"  is  the  Indian  name  for  a 
•iver  of  milkweeds. 


these  letters.  He  said "7'-;nly  that  in 
order  to  establish  the  i'5::;ution  of 
slavery  in  the  territory  2':!  laws,  both 
of  Cod  and  man,  would  be  trampled 
upon  by  the  border  ruSa  -.s.  who  were 
already  present  in  coniiderable  num- 
bers, and  who  were  aided  and  encour- 
aged in  their  lawlessness  by  the  more 
"respectable"  element  of  the  slave 
power.  These  letters  we-e  copied  in 
the  New  York  Tribune,  and  other  east- 
ern journals,  and  freely  commented 
upon  editorially.  So  tha:  when  Col. 
Anthony  arrived  at  his  home  in  New 
York  he  found  the  press  of  that  state 
more  than  ever  occupied  in  discussing 
the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  territories. 
And,  although  these  pardcular  letters 
of  his  had  not  called  this  s-.ibject  into 
being,  yet  they  had  been  instruments 
in  furthering  the  discussion  that 
eventually  resulted  in  the  admission  of 
Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a  free  state, 
and  in  precipitating  the  greatest  civil 
war  of  modern  times. 

Already  there  was  much  talk  of  or- 
ganizing a  new  political  party  "pledged 
simply  and  only  to  the  policy  of  pro- 
hibiting the  existence  of  slavery  in  all 
the  territories  of  the  United  States." 
Small  meetings  for  this  purpose  were 
held  late  in  the  fall  of  1054,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  the  Republican 
party,  "organized  on  the  one  great 
principle  of  resisting  tb.e  spread  of 
slavery."  Col.  .-Anthony  was  in  at  its 
birth,  and  from  that  hour  to  the  pre- 
sent his  faith  in  the  principles  of  that 
party  has  never  for  one  moment  fal- 
tered.     When  the  call  was  issued  for  a 
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Republican  state  convention,  to  be 
held  at  Saratoi;a,  on  tlie  4th  of  July, 
1S55 — ttie  first  ever  held  in  the  state  of 
New  York — liis  name  appeared  as  a 
signer  from  Monroe  county.  In  every 
National  and  state  campaign  in  which 
the  Republican  party  has  had  an  in- 
terest, since  the  hour  of  its  birth,  he 
has  been  one  of  its  most  devoted  fol- 
lowers and  supporters — in  conventions, 
on  the  stump,  and  through  the  press. 
Figuratively  speaking,  Kansas  and  the 
Republican  party  have  been  his  tivo 
idols^his  twin  stars,  to  which  he 
pinned  his  faith  when  they  first  came 
into  being,  thirty-five  years  ago.  And 
their  lustre  has  never  once  grown  dim 
in  his  sight. 

In  June  1S57,  Col.  Anthony,  having 
disposed  of  his  business  in  Rochester, 
returned  to  Kansas  and  located  at 
Leavenworth,*  which  town  had  at  that 
time  begun  to  attract  public  attention; 
a  fact  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Fort  Leavenworth 
military  reservation  immediately  north 
of  the  town  site,  and  which  was  occu- 
pied by  the  government,  then,  as  now, 
as  a  military   post    and    depot    of    sup- 

,*.As  early  as  1S27  L'r.ii'id  .States  tro.ips  were 
stationed  at  this  point.  It  was  called  a  cnnton- 
ment  until  FebVuary  S,  1832,  when  it  hscanie  a 
fort.  The  name  of  the  fort  comes  fr.ni  the 
colonel  of  the  Third  re-imcnt.  United  .States 
troops — Henry  H.  Leavenworth — who  selected 
the  site  and  hetjan  crecLiiii;  barracks  in  [,ily, 
1S27.  Fort  Leavenworth  is  the  headquarters 
of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  now 
lias  scIk)o1s  for  military  purposes,  and  the 
largest  military  prison  in  the  United  Slates, 
erected  a  few  years  ago. 


plies.  Missouri  river  boats  made 
regular  trips  to  this  point  from  St. 
Louis,  and  many  Kanras  imm.igrants 
landed  at  Leavenworth. 

This  Kansas  immigrant,  by  the  way, 
was  a  very  promiscuous  individual.  He 
came  from  the  cold  regions  of  the 
North  ;  from  "the  stern  east  near  the 
ocean's  unrest;"  from  the  land  of 
sunny  savannahs;  and  from  the  then 
resplendent  West.  And  his  ideas  were 
born  of  the  locality  wlience  he  came. 
It  was  a  heterogeneous  gathering  that 
was  to  be  met  with  in  this  border  town 
of  Leavenworth,  containing,  as  it  did, 
some  of  the  very  worst  as  well  as  some 
of  the  best  and  noblest  types  of  Ameri- 
can manhood.  Here  one  could  have 
met  the  finished  scholar  fresh  from  his 
collegiate  studies,  or  the  sturdy  and 
unlettered  day-laborer,  bent  upon 
gaining  a  livelihood  in  the  new  terri- 
tory. The  merchant  and  the  mechanic, 
the  professional  and  the  unprofessional 
man,  and  he  who  was  merely  a  quiet 
"looker-on  in  Vienna" — all  were 
gathered  together  here  in  this  young 
metropolis.  There  were  those  of  every 
political  as  well  as  those  of  every  re- 
ligious faith.  .\nd  of  the  former  not 
a  few  were  pronounced  in  their  belief 
in  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  were 
free  to  declare  their  determination  to 
establish  this  institution  in  Kansas, 
even  though  its  soil  should  be  baptized 
in  blood  through  tiieir  efforts. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1S57,  Hon. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  in  a  speech  delivered 
at  Springfield,  Illinois,  which  was 
largely  devoted  to  Kansas,  said  among 
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Otherthings:  "Xothingbutbold,  wicked 
despotism  has  ruled  cr  reigned  there 
since  it  was  organized  as  a  territory.  .  . 
Look,  Douglas,  and  5ee  yonder  peoj.Ie 
fleeing — see  the  full  columns  of  bra\e 
men  stopped — see  trie  press  and  t_\pe 
flying  into  the  river — and  tell  me  what 
does  this  !  It  is  your  Squatter  Sove- 
reignity! Let  slavery  spread  over  tlie 
territories,  and  God  will  sv/eep  us  with 
a  brush  of  fire  from  this  solid  globe." 

■  Col.  Anthony  found  these  utterances 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  fairly  represent  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  the  territory 
when  he  arrived  at  his  destination. 
Leavenworth  was  a  typical  Missouri 
river  town,  with  little  law  or  order — 
where  disputes  were  often  settled  by 
force  of  arms — characteristics  that  have 
clung  to  it,  to  some  extent,  even  unto 
this  day.  Since  1S54  a  civil  war  had 
been  waged  in  Kansas,  and  the  end 
was  yet  uncertain.  The  free-state  men 
and  the  pro-slaveryites  were  as  much 
arrayed  against  each  other  as  were  tlie 
contendifig  armies  of  the  North  and 
South  some  years  later.  There  was  no 
middle  ground  upon  which  even  the 
very  timid  might  stai.d.  He  who  v,-as 
not  for  the  establishment  of  slavery 
in  the  territory  was  squarely  against 
it. 

Col.  Anthony  became  known  at  once 
as  a  radical  and  uncompromising  free- 
state  man— one  who  had  "that  firm- 
ness of  spirit  and  swell  of  soul  which 
meets  danger  without  fear,"  and  com- 
monly known  as  co;irage — a  couraL,e 
that  would  sustain  him  in  any  emer- 
gency.     He    was    a    very    conspicuous 


figure  in  all  of  the  most  prominent 
affairs  of  the  territory,  political  or 
otherv,-ise.  Without  assuming  the 
leadership,  he  was  recognized  as  a 
leader  among  the  free-state  men,  and, 
although  there  were  those  of  his  own 
party  who  were  personally  opposed  to 
him,  when  he  announced  his  determin- 
ation to  accomplish  an  object  he 
always  had  a  strong  and  willing  follow- 
ing. 

Under  his  leadership  the  printing 
material  used  by  a  pro-slavery  paper  in 
Leavenworth  was  thrown  through  a 
second-story  window  into  the  street 
below,  and  wlien  some  one  proposed 
to  raise  the  window,  he  said,  "  No,  let 
sash  and  all  go!"  And  it  all  went, 
e\en  to  the  stove  in  which  was  a  roar- 
ing fire  at  the  time.  Much  of  the 
materia!  was  carried  away,  piece  by 
piece,  as  souvenirs  of  the  great    event. 

As  mayor  of  Leavenworth,  houses 
of  ill-repute  in  which  thieves,  cut- 
throats and  murderers  were  wont  to 
congregate,  were  burned  to  the  ground, 
the  inmates  being  given  a  brief  warn- 
ing to  vacate.  By  this  means  the 
utterly  vicious  and-  depraved  were 
scattered,  and  the  moral  atmosphere 
of  the  town  purified.  The  exigencies 
of  the  times  demanded  radical  meas- 
ures, and  Col.  Anthony  did  not  be- 
lieve in  biing  overly  fasti<!ious  in  deal- 
ing with  the  common  enemy.  He  was 
always  equal  to  the  emergency,  going 
upon  the  principle  that  the  ends  justi- 
fied the   means. 

On  the  i3tli  of  January,  1S59,  a 
colored  man  named  Charles  Fisher,  an 
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alleged  fugitive  slave,  was  kidnappcl 
in  Leavenworth  by  Deputy  United 
States  .Marshal  Frank  Campl)ell  and 
an  assistant,  who  broke  into  the  Plant- 
ers' House  over  the  opposition  of  Mr. 
Leonard  T.  Smith,  its  proprietor.  On 
the  24th  of  that  montli,  this  alleged 
fugitive  slave  was  rescued  by  free-state 
men  at  Leavenworth.  'Med  by  D.  R. 
Anthony."  Lewis  Ledyard  Weld, 
Champion  Vaughan,  George  W.  Gar- 
diner, David  H.  Bailey,  Robert  W. 
Haraer,  and  other  Republicans,  were 
engaged  in  giving  Fisher  his  freedom. 
In  Leavenworth  Fisher  was  a  barber. 
In  Mississippi,  after  the  war,  he  became 
a  state  senator. 

On  the  2Sth  of  January,  1S61,  the 
Leavenworth  Daily  Conservative  made 
its  first  appearance  with  D.  R.  An- 
thony as  publisher,  and  D.  W.  Wilder 
as  editor.  The  day  following  a  tele- 
gram was  received  in  Leavenworth, 
dated  'at  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
signed  by  Marcus  J.  Parrott,  the  terri- 
torial delegate  in  Congress  from 
Kansas'  announcing  that  President 
Buchanan  had  signed  the  bill  admitting 
Kansas  into  the  Union.  The  Conserv- 
ative issued  an  "extra"  containing  this 
joyful  announcement,- which  Col.  .-Vn- 
thony  carried  on  horseback  to  Law- 
rence, thirty-five  miles  distant,  where 
the  territorial  legislature  was  then  in 
session.*  The  policy  of  tlie  Con- 
servative   may  be   pretty   w^ell    under- 


*The  Kansas  State  Historical  Society  cele- 
brated tl;e  Kansas  Quarter-Centennial  at  the 
Granii  Opera  House  in  T.ipeka,  on  the  29th  uf 
January,   1SS6,   at  which   Col.  Anthony,  presi- 


stood  '  after  reading  the  resolutions 
following,  wiiich  were  introduced  by 
Col.  Anthony  as  secretary  of  the  Re- 
publican Congressional  convention, 
composed  of  representatives  from  the 
entire  state  (tliere  being  but  one  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  Kansas  at  that 
time),    held   in   Topeka  on  the    22d  of 


dent  of  the 
following 


back  from  Le 


iety,  referred  to  this  event  in  the 
Ills:  "It  was  my  privilege, 
irs  ago  to-day,  to  carry  on  horse- 
ven worth  to  the  territorial  legis- 
lature then  in  session  at  Lawrence,  intelligence 
of  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the  Union.      . 

I  came  to  Kansas  because,  under  the 
teachings  of  Garrison,  Sumner,  Gerritt  Smith 
and  Thad.  Stevens,  1  hail  been  brought  up  to 
detest  the  methods  by  which  the  political  slave 
power  of  the  country  was  seeking  to  rob  this 
free  government  of  its  birth-right  of  free  terri- 
tory, and  to  blasfit  with  the  withering  curse  of 
human  slavery.  Through  the  territorial  period 
I  was  a  witness  of  the  struggle  which  culmin- 
ated in  the  triumph  of  free  principles  in  the  ad- 
mission of  Kansas  under  the  Wyandotte  Con- 
stitution [adopteil  on  the  2gth  of  July,  1859], 
on  the  29th  of  January,  1861.  Simultaneous 
with  the  occurrence  of  that  evert,  with  Gen. 
Web.  Wilder  and  others,  I  had  succeeded  in 
establishing  a  free  state  newspaper  at  Leaven- 
worth—The  Leavenworth  Daily  Conservatizc. 
It  was  an  '  extra  '  of  that  paper  that  I  was  en- 
abled to  take  with  me  to  Lawrence  to  announce 
to  the  territorial  legislature  the  signing  of  the 
act  of  admission.  Everywhere  in  the  tenitury 
the  rejoicing  of  the  peopi?  w.as  intense.  At 
Leavenworth  the  old  cannon,  Kickapoo,  (now 
one  of  the  relics  in  the  rooms  of  tlie  State  His- 
torical Society)  was  placed  upon  the  esplanade 
and  loaded  with  Copies  of  the  Bogus  Statutes 
[see  foot-note  p.  41  1 ,  M  VCAZINK  t.K  Wi.STKRN 
HiSTORV,  February,  18S9],  and  they  were 
fired  ncross  the  river  into  Missouri,  or  .as  far  in 
that  direction  as  gunpowder  would  carry 
them." 


May,  iS6i,  and  which  were  adopted  by 
that  convention: 

Resolved^  By  the  Republicaa  party 
of  the  state  of  Kansas,  in  convention 
assembled:  That  the  existing  condi- 
tion of  national  affairs  ilemands  the 
emphatic  and  unmistakable  expression 
of  tlie  convictions  of  the  people  of  the 
state,  and  that  Kansas  allies  herself 
with  the  uprising  I'nion  hosts  of  the 
North  to  uphold  the  policy  of  the 
Administration. 

Resolved:  That  the  grave  responsi- 
bilities of  this  hour  could  not  have 
been  safely  postponed,  and  that  they 
have  not  arrived  too  soon:  and  that  in 
the  present  war  between  government 
and  anarch»y  the  mildest  compromise  is 
treason  against  humanity. 

Resolved,  That  we  spurn  as  specious 
sophistries  all  suggestions  for  the 
peaceful  dismemberment  of  the  Union, 
and  pledge  our  fortunes  and  our  honor 
to  its  mairrtenance. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1S61,  a  Rebel 
flag  was  captured  at  latan,  Missouri, 
by  members  of  the  First  Kansas  Regi- 
ment, and  taken  to  Leavenworth.  It 
was  the  first  Rebel  flag  captured,  and 
created  intense  excitement,  many 
prominent  men  opposing  the  act  as 
illegal.  The  Cjnst-rvative  heartily  en- 
dorsed the  act  of  the  soldiers.  On  the 
15th  of  that  month  an  article  appeared 
in  the  Leavemvortli  Herald  ox\  the  latan 
flag  matter,  in  which  the  writer  charged 
"  D.  R.  Antiiony  uf  the  Conservative'' 
with  falsehood,  and  otherwise  abused 
him.  So  vicious  had  been  the  attack 
of  the  Herald   that    it  was   deemed  by 
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Col.  Anthony  and  some  of  his  warmest 


friends  absolutely  necessary  that  a  re- 
traction be  demanded,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Free  State 
men  were  being  continually  denounced 
as  cowards  by  the  Herald  and  its  Pro- 
slavery  supporters.  That  morning  R. 
C.  Satterlee  of  the  Herald  v;2.%  met  on 
the  public  street  in  Leavenworth  by 
Col.  Anthony  and  .Mr.  Robert  W. 
Hamer.  Being  asked  if  he  was  the 
author  of  the  article  referred  to,  Mr. 
Satterlee  said  he  was.  Col.  Anthony 
demanded  a  retraction  upon  the  ground 
that  the  statements  therein  were 
false.  Mr.  Satterlee  refused  to  re- 
tract, but  stepping  back  drew  a  re- 
volver and  fired  at  Col.  Anthony, 
without  effect.  The  ■  Colonel  also 
drew  his  revolver  and  proved  a 
better  marksman  than  his  antagonist, 
for  Mr.  Satterlee  fell  mortally  wounded 
and  died  in  twenty  minutes.  Six  or 
seven  shots  were  fired  by  the  two  men, 
one  of  which  seriously  wounded  Col. 
Anthony's  friend  Hamer.  A  prelim- 
inary hearing  was  had,  and  Col. 
Anthony  was  bound  over  to  the  July 
term  of  the  District  Court.  His  coun- 
sel asked  the  prosecution  to  make  the 
amount  of  the  bond  as  great  as  they 
saw  proper,  and  the  amount  fixed  upon 
was  the  largest  ever  before  demanded 
in  Kansas  from  any  one  charged  with 
the  commission  of  any  crime.  But  the 
bond  was  promptly  furnished.  When 
court  convened  in  July  the  prosecu- 
tion used  every  legal  means  to  convict 
the  defendant.  After  patiently  listen- 
ing to  the  evidence   and  the  argument 
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of  counsel  for  five  days,  the  jury,  aft.-r 
a  brief  consultation,  returned  a  verdict 
of  not  guilty. 

Coi.  Anthony  continued  as  p'lblisher 
of  Tke  Daily  Conservative  until  the 
8th  of  N'ovember,  iSot,  when  he  sold 
the  paper,  having  been,  meantime,  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Leavenworth  by 
President  Lincoln  on  the  ist  of  May, 
mustered  in  as  Mnjor  of  the  Seventh 
Regiment  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry 
on  the  2C)th  of  September,  appointed 
Provost  Marshal  of  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri, on  the  Sth  of  October,  and  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- Col- 
onel on  the  29th  of  October.  A  few 
days  later;  on  the  nth  of  November, 
he  fouad  himself  in  command  at  the 
battle  of  the  Little  Blue,  where  he 
achieved  a  signal  victory  over  a  force 
of  guerrillas  of  four  times  his  number. 
In  the  hottest  of  the  fight  a  Rebel 
cavalryman,  who  had  unguardedly  rid- 
den into  the  Union  lines,  fired  at  Col. 
Anthony  when  within  ten  or  fifteen 
feet  of  him,  the  shot  striking  the  hilt 
and  scaljbard  of  his  sword,  which  alone 
saved  the  gallant  leader  from  being 
seriously  wounded,  if  not  fatally.  The 
Colonel  proved  a  better  shot,  for  the 
enemy's  horse  fell  mortally  wounded, 
and  the  rider  was  at  once  captured  and 
removed  to  a  place  of  safety — where 
he  could  reflect  at  his  leisure  on  the 
uncertain  outcome  of  the  Rebellion 
in  which  his  service  had  been  so 
brief. 

Col.  Anthony's  position  in  the  army 
afforded  him  still  b.-tlcr  opportunities 
for  assisting  slaves   into   freedom,  and 


no  such  an  opportunity  was  ever  al- 
lowed to  pass  without  his  taking  ad- 
vantage'of  it.  That  seems  to  have  been 
a  part  of  iiis  mission  in_the  war  for  the 
suppressiijn  of  the  Rebellion,  for  hist- 
ory reco.'-ds  the  fact  that  ••  on  the  20th 
of  December,  1S61,  there  came  march- 
ing into  Leavenworth,  in  gay  proces- 
sion, one  hundred  contrabands  that 
had  been  freed  by  Col.  .\nthony  at  In- 
dependence, Missouri,  a  few  days 
prior." 

In  June,  1S62,  Lieut. -Col.  Anthony 
was  left  temporarily  in  command  of 
Brig. -Gen.  Robert  B.  Mitchell's 
brigade,  with  headquarters  at  Camp 
Etheridge,  Tennessee.  The  frequent 
desertion  of  slaves  at  that  time  from 
the  plantations  of  the  South,  and  their 
presence  within  the  Federal  lines,  was 
the  occasion  of  much  annoyance  to  the 
officers  in  command.  The  sentiment 
prevailed  among  many  of  the  higher 
officers  of  the  Federal  armies,  and 
among  many  of  the  good  people  of  the 
North,  that  these  runaway  slaves 
should  be  returned  to  their  masters. 
Although  any  other  kind  of  property 
m.ight  be  confiscated  with  impunity, 
the  troops  were  often,  under  the  strict- 
est orders,  required  to  render  all  pos- 
sible assistance  to  masters  in  search  of 
their  absconding  chattels,  ^^'hile  the 
war  was  being  thus  prosecuted  by  the 
N<jrth,  and  slavery  thus  protected,  in 
obedience  to  this  Pro-slavery  senti- 
ment, and  the  expressed  desire  of 
many  Nortliemers  that  the  Rebellion 
should  be  suppressed  withoi;t  interfer- 
ing with   slavery,  Lieut. -Col.  Anthony 
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issued  the  following  order  to  the  brigade 
temporarily  under  his  command: 
Headquarters  Mitchell's   Brigude,  Ad- 
vance  Column,  First   Brigade,    First 
Division  General  Army  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, 

Camp  Etheridce,  Tennessee, 
June  i8,  1862. 
[General  Order  No.   26.] 

1.  The  impudence  and  impertinence 
of  the  open  and  armed  rebels,  traitors, 
secessionists  and  Southern  Rights  men 
of  this  section  of  the  state  of  Ten- 
nessee, in  arrogantly  demanding  the 
right  to  search  our  camp  for  fugitive 
slaves  has  become  a  nuisance,  and  will 
no  longer  be  tolerated.  Officers  will 
■see  that  thii class  of  men  who  visit  our 
camp  for  this  purpose  are  excluded 
from  our  lines. 

2.  Should  any  persons  be  found 
within  our  lines  they  will  be  arrested 
and  sent  to  headquarters. 

3.  Any  o'fficer  or  soldier  of  this  com- 
mand who  shall  arrest  and  deliver  to 
his  master  a  fugitive  slave  shall  be 
summarily  and  severely  punished,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  relative  to  such 
crimes. 

4.  The  strong  Union  sentiment  in 
this  section  is  most  gratifying,  and  all 
officers  and  soldiers  in  their  intercourse 
with  the  loyal  and  those  favorably  dis- 
posed are  requested  to  act  in  their 
usual  kind  and  courteous  manner,  and 
protect  them  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Ey  order  of  D.  R.  .Xnthonv,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Seventh  Kansas  Volun- 
teers, commanding. 

\V.  W.  H.  Lawrence, 

Captain  and  Assistant  .Xdj. -General. 


When  Gen.  Mitchell  returned  to 
headquarters,  a  few  days  later,"  and  re- 
sumed command  of  his  brigade,  he 
was  greatly  excited  and  indignant  be- 
cause the  order  had  been  issued,  but 
knowing  the  public  sentiment  among 
the  masses  of  the  people  at  home,  as 
well  as  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army 
under  his  command,  was  in  favor  of 
just  such  an  order,  he  did  not  feel  like 
taking  upon  himself  the  responsibility 
of  countermanding  it.  He  summoned 
Col.  Anthony  before  him,  however, 
when  the  following  interesting  conver- 
sation was  had,  which  so  aptly  illus- 
trates the  quick  perceptive  powers  with 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
blessed  that  it  is  here  quoted  in  full. 

Gen.  Mitchell — "  Col.  Anthony,  you 
will  at  once  countermand  your  '  Order 
No.  26.'  " 

Col.  Anthony — "As  a  subordinate 
officer  it  is  my  duty  to  obey  your 
orders,  but  you  will  remember,  Gen- 
eral, that  'Order  No.  26'  is  a  brigade 
order  ;  and  I  am  not  now  in  command 
of  the  brigade.  Of  course,  you  are 
aware  the  lieutenant-colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment cannot  countermand  a  brigade 
order." 

Gen.  ^L — "  Oh,  that  need  not  stand 
in  the  way,  Col.  Anthony;  I  can  put 
you  in  command  long  enough  for 
that." 

Col.  A. — '-Do  you  put  me   in   com- 
mand of  the  brigade?  " 
(}en.  M.— '■  Yes,  sir." 
Col.  A. — "You  say,  Gen.    Mitchell, 
that  I  am  now  the  commanding   officer 
of  this  brigade?" 
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Gen.  M. — "  Yes,  sir,  you  are  in  com- 
mand." 

Col.  A. — "Then,  sir,  as  commanding 
officer  of  the  brigade,  I  am  not  subject 
to  your  orders  ;  and  as  to  your  request 
that  'Order  No.  26'  be  countermanded, 
I  respectfully  decline  to  grant  it. 
'Brigade  Order  No.  26'  shall  not  be 
countermanded  while  I  remain  in  com- 
mand." 

And  the  order  never  was  counter- 
manded, althoug  it  was  in  direct  con- 
travention of  tJen.  Halleck's  celebrated 
"  Order  No.  3."  Col.  Anthony  con- 
tinued to  carry  out  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  his  order  with  his  own  com- 
mand, and  refused  to  allow  his  troops 
to  be  u^d  in  assisting  in  the  capture  of 
runaway  slaves.  In  every  instance 
where  a  colored  man  or  woman,  fleeing 
from  bondage,  sought  protection  within 
his  lines  it  was  afforded.  Although 
slave  masters  came  repeatedly,  armed 
with  special  and  positive  orders  from 
the  brigade  commander  to  allow  them 
to  search  within  his  lines  for  fugitive 
slaves.  Col.  Anthony  persisted  in  re- 
fusing to  honor  such  orders..  For  such 
refusal  he  was  finally  arrested,  by  order 
of  Gen.  Mitchell,  upon  the  charge  of 
insubordination.  This  arrest  immedi- 
ately became  the  subject  of  comment 
by  the  press  and  people  generally, 
throughout  the  entire  country,  and  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  taking 
cognizance  of  the  matter,  passed  tlie 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved :  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  directed  to  communi- 
cate to  the   Senate    any  information   he 


may  have  as  to  the  reasons  for  the 
arrest  of  Lieut. -Col.  Anthony,  of  the 
Seventh  ■  Kansas  regiment,  if,  in  his 
opinion,  such  information  can  be  given 
without  injury  to  the  public  service. 

The  result  was  the  restoration  to 
active  duty  of  Col.  Anthony  within 
sixty  days  after  his  arrest,  by  order  of 
Gen.  Halleck,  who  was  satisfied  that 
public  sentiment  in  the  North  sustained 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Kansas  sol- 
dier. Having  been  restored  to  his 
command  Col.  Antliony  resigned,  after 
having  served  faithfully  and  gallantly 
as  an  oflicer  of  the  Seventh  Kansas  for 
a  little  more  than  a  year. 

Returning  at  once  to  Leavenworth, 
Col.  Anthony  became  the  recognized 
leader  of  the  Republican  party  of  that 
town  and  county,  as  he  had  been  of 
the  Free-State  party  before  the  admis- 
sion of  the  territory  as  a  state.  In 
March,  1S63,  he  was  elected  mayor  by 
a  large  majority  as  the  Republican 
candidate,  and  under  his  vigorous  and 
determined  administration  the  loyal 
and  law-abiding  people  of  the  town 
were  no  longer  terrorized  by  the  rebel 
desperadoes  and  gangs  of  lawless  char- 
acters that  had  committed  acts  of  \io- 
lence,  almost  without  number,  for  so 
long  a  time  prior  to  this  new  regime. 

It  was  discovered  very  soon  that  the 
new  Mayor  could  apply  the  torch  as 
gracefully  as  if  presiding  over*a  regular 
session  of  the  city  council,  and  he 
could  shoot  as  coolly  as  if  practicing  at 
a  target.  And  he  was  just  as  willing  as 
he  was  capable,  believing,  as  he  did, 
that   the  most  approved  and  effective 
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way  of  fighting  the  nevil  was  by  using 
the  Devil's  own  weapons.  It  was  not 
long,  therefore,  until  the  name  of  An- 
thony struck  terror  to  the  heart  of  tlie 
outlaw.  It  required  men  of  his  char- 
acter to  rescue  Kansas  from  out  the 
darkness  into  which  she  had  been 
plunged  by  the*  pro-slavery  party  in 
1S54,  and  in  which  she  remained  until 
peace  had  been  declared  between  the 
North  and  South,  and  slavery  forever 
blotted  out.  Absolutely  without  fear, 
as  true  to  the  cause  of  freedom  as  the 
needle  is  to  the  pole,  a  leader  among 
leaders,  Lieut. -Col.  D.  R.  Anthony 
was  the  Oliver  Cromwell  of  Kansas, 
both  before  and  during  the  late  Civil 
war. 

But  it  is  as  an  editor  and  publislier 
that  Col.  .\nthony  is  now  best  known 
to  the  people  of  Kansas.  On  the  20th 
of  September,  1S64,  he  bought  a  half- 
interest  in  the  Leavenworth  Daily 
Bulletin,  and  on  the  29th  of  June, 
1867,  he  became  the  sole  owner.  The 
Bulletin  was  consolidated  with  the 
Leavenworth  Daily  Times  on  the  13th 
of  November,  1S71,  when  he  became 
the  sole  owner  and  editor  of  the  Times, 
in  which  capacity  he  continued  until 
the  17th  of  November,  1SS7,  when  he 
sold  a  controlling  interest  in  the  plant 
to  an  eastern  syndicate  at  a  handsome 
figure.  He  was  president  of  the  first 
editorial'convention  of  newspaper  men 
held  in  Kansas  iiT  1874,  and  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Editors  and  Publishers 
Aissociation  of  Kansas  in  1S75.  As  an 
evidence'  of  his  great  popularity  as  an 
editor  it  need  only  be  cited  that  when, 


on  the  evening  of  the  loth  of  May, 
1S73,  he  was  shot  and  severely 
wounded  by  an  obscure  person,  as  he 
was  entering  the  opera  house  at  Leaven- 
worth, and  tlie  wires  carried  the  news 
tu  the  press  of  the  country  that  •'Col. 
D.  R.  Anthony  has  been  cruelly  assas- 
sinated," the  leading  daily  and  weekly 
papers  in  Kansas  made  their  appear- 
ance with  inverted  column  rules,  which 
sombre  garl)  they  continued  in  until 
there  was  hope  of  his  recovery.  The 
ball  passed  through  the  right  clavicle 
almost  exactly  in  its  longitudinal  centre, 
fracturing  it  in  its  entirety,  wounded 
the  sub-clavian  artery,  and  lodged 
somewhere  in  his  body,  where  it  still 
remains.  .Immediately  after  the  receipt 
of  the  injury,  the  wounded  man  walked 
deliberately  up  from  si.K  to  ten  steps, 
twelve  feet  across  the  floor,  and  sat 
down  on  a  chair.  A  physician  being 
near  reached  him  almost  instantly, 
laid  him  down  on  the  floor,  and  made 
search  for  the  wound.  When  found, 
bright  arterial  blood  was  flowing  per- 
pendicularly therefrom  about  an  inch 
in  height  and  three-eighths  of  an  inch 
in  diameter.  The  appearance  presented 
was  that  of  a  fountain  playing  at  a  very 
low  pressure.  Within  six  seconds  after 
the  wound  v.-as  ex-posed  the  blood  sud- 
denly ceased  to  flow,  and  both  respira- 
tion and  pulsation  stopped.  All  pre- 
sent supposed  the  wounded  man  dead. 
In  about  one  minute,  or  perhaps  less, 
respiration  again  began  in  a  very  feeble 
way,  and  it  was  fully  fifteen  minutes 
thereafter  before  the  faintest  pulsation 
could    be   detected    at    the    left  wrist. 
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The  amount  of  blood  lost  was  estimated 
at  about  two  q^narts.  No  pulsation 
was  discoverable  in  the  radical  artery 
of  the  riy;ht  side,  nor  has  there  e\er 
since  been  any.  His  strong  pliysical 
.constitution  and  his  indomitable  will- 
power kept  him  alive  under  circum- 
stances that  would  have  caused  the 
death  of  any  man  of  less  resolute  de- 
termination ;  and  at  the  end  of  three 
months  he  was  again  able  to  appear 
upon  the  streets  anil  partially  resume 
editorial  work  on  tiie  Times. 

On  the  ist  of  July,  1SS9,  Col. 
Anthony  again  became  the  managing 
editor  of  the  Tunes,  in  which  capacity 
he  seems  eminently  fitted.  .As  an 
editorial  writer  he  ranks  among  the 
very  best  in  the  state.  When  he 
stepped  down  and  out  of  the  Times 
nearly  two  years  ago  the  press  of  Kan- 
sas lost  one  of  its  brightest  representa- 
tives, and  the  paper  he  had  built  up 
was  likened  to  the  play  of  Hamlet  with 
the  principal  character  left  out.  And 
the  prediction  then  made  that  his  place 
could  never  be  supplied  was  a  prophecy 
soon  fulfilled.  During  his  brief  ab- 
sence from  the  control  of  the  paper  it 
drifted  rapidly  into  public  disfa\or, 
and  in  order  that  it  might  be  saved 
from  an  ignoble  death  he  was  at  last 
induced  to  again  take  hold  of  the  helm 
and  steer  the  sinking  craft  i.nto  a  safe 
harbor.  Under  his  splendid  editorial 
and  business  management  the  paper  is 
now  keeping  pace  with  the  phenomenal 
growth  of  the  state.  His  combined 
genius  and  talent  crop  out  in  every 
issue   of    the   paper,  and   the   press   of 


Kansas,  without  an  exception,  has 
hailed  his  return  to  its  ranks  with 
every  indication  of  sincere  joy. 

Col.  An'.liony  is  a  man  of  very  posi- 
tive character,  of  a  high  sense  of  pub- 
lic duty,  and  an  indomitable  will  to 
carry  out  his  convictions  at  all  hazards. 
He  bows  to  no  human  dictation,  but 
unflinchingly  advocates  those  prin- 
ciples in  public  life  that  to  him  seem 
best  for  the  public  good. 

As  a  diplomat  in  politics  he  may 
very  properly  be  said  to  be  a  failure. 
He  does  not  resort  to  strategy  in  order 
to  accomplish  an  end,  Imt  he  attains 
his  object  by  hard  blows,  seemingly 
caring  but  little,  if  anything,  as  to 
whether  his  course  meets  with  the  pub- 
lic's applause  or  not.  And  yet  it  must 
not  be  understood  that  he  is  blind  to 
public  applause,  for  probably  no  man 
appreciates  it  more  than  he  does.  For 
it  demonstrates  to  him  two  things  that 
are  very  pleasant  to  most  men:  first,  his 
being  right;  and, second, being  indorsed. 
.And  it  must  be  said  to  his  credit  that 
few  men  in  Kansas,  if,  indeed,  any, 
have  advocated  more  radical  unpopu- 
lar measures  tliat  have  afterwards  be- 
come the  adopted  policy  of  the  state 
as  represented  by  the  party  in  control 
of  public  atfairs  than  has  Col.  Anthony. 

His  power  over  deliberative  bodies  is 
especially  worthy  of  mention.  With 
an  almost  total  absence  of  imagination, 
and  with  no  attempt  at  rhetoric,  he  is 
yet  one  of  tlie  most  powerful  debaters 
in  the  state,  either  in  the  halls  of  the 
legislature,  in  political  conventions,  or 
upon  the  stump.      His   unswerving  de- 
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votion  to  his  party,  his  abiding  faith  in 
pure  principles,  and  his  unsullied 
patriohsm,  command  for  him  the  res- 
pect and  admiration  of  friends  and  foes 
alike.  In  addressing  a  public  gather- 
ing of  any  character,  his  power  of  de- 
livery is  so  forcible  and  the  presenta- 
tion of  his  subject  is  so  clear  and  logi- 
cal that  he  soon  has  almost  absolute 
control  of  his  listeners.  In  this  respect 
he  is  not  unlike  the  great  and  only 
"Jim  Lane  of  Kansas,"  of  whom  a 
prominent  character  wrote  many  years 
ago:  "The  electric  shock  of  his  extra- 
ordinary eloquence  thrills  like  the  blast 
of  a  trumpet;  the  magnetism  of  his 
manner,  the  fire  of  his  glance,  the 
studietl  earnestness  of  his  utterances, 
find  a  sudden    response   in   the  will  of 


his  audience,  and  he  sways  them  like  a 
field  of  reeds  shaken  in  the  wind." 

During  his  long  residence  in  Kansas 
Col.  Anthoiij-  has  held  numerous  offices 
of  honor  and  trust.  Like  all  men 
of  his  character  he  has  many  friends  . 
and  some  very  bitter  enemies.  But  of 
these  latter  he  can  rest  assured  that 
they  are  hopelessly  in  the  minority  as 
compared  with  the  staunch  friends 
that  he  has.  And  so  long  as  the  history 
of  Kansas  is  read  by  liberty-loving 
people,  just  so  long  will  the  name  of 
D.  R.  Anthony  stand  out  in  bold  relief 
as  a  patriot  whose  monument  is  to  be 
found  in  the  constitution  of  Kansas, 
and  in  the  peaceful  homes  of  her 
nearly  two  millions  of  free  people. 

W.   W.  AD.MIRE. 
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The  fever  had  run  its  course — con- 
valesence  was  slow.  The  Times  of 
January  7,  1S46,  shows  in  a  brief  para- 
graph that  affairs  are  looking  to  a  more 
normal  and  Iiealthful  condition  in  the 
railway  world.  Preceding  a  four 
coIum»  list  of  railways  conies  this  ex- 
planation: "The  following  is  a  list  of 
the  railway  plans  deposited  at  the 
Private  Bill  office  and  House  of  Lords 
up  to  31st  of  December,  1S45.  The 
list  contains  the  titles  of  718  lines, 
no  less  than  549  having  disappeared 
since  our  publication  of  the  schemes 
provisionally  registered  on  the  17th  of 
Decem*ber  last.  .A.  more  sufficient 
proof  of  the  unhealthy  extent  of  the 
railway  speculation,  for  denouncing 
which  we  were  honored  with  so  much 
scurrilous  abuse  a  few  months  since, 
could  not  be  desired." 

In  an  editorial  comment  upon  these 
important  facts  the  Times  added; 
"Amid  the  bursting  of  the  railway  bub- 
bles many  are  vanishing  into  air,  which 
a  short  time  ago  had  all  the  outward 
appearances  of  sound  and  substantial 
projects.  No  less  than  live  hundred 
ind  forty-nine  of  the   provisionally  re- 


gistered lines  have  altogether  disap- 
peared, leaving  nothing  behind  them 
bat  a  mass  of  liability  which. must  be- 
come the  subject  of  litigation  between 
the  projectors  and  the  allottees — the 
victimized  and  the  victims.  We  have 
been  told  that  we  ought  to  have  dis- 
criminated between  the  good  schemes 
and  the  bad — a  task  which  would  have 
been  endless,  for  we  might  as  well  have 
amused  ourselves  with  searching  for 
needles  in  haystacks,  as  have  attempt- 
ed to  pick  out  the  substantial  projects 
from  the  mass  of  rubbish  that  was 
being  every  day  thrown  forth  into  the 
share-market."  -Another  feature  of  this 
speculative  epoch  is  described  in  the 
following  words  :  "  Besides  the  pro- 
visionally registered  railways  not  in- 
cluded in  the  list  of  those  which 
have  deposited  their  plans,  allow- 
ance must  be  made  for  the  many 
schemeti  that  are  impracticable, 
as  well  as  for  the  many  that 
have  made  an  iniperfect  and  merely 
formal  deposit  of  the  necessary 
documents.  With  reference  to  the 
tirst  class  of  schemes  that  will  ulti- 
mately    fall     into     the     category     of 
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bubbles,  discoverk-s  are  now  being  iin- 
expectedly  made  of  insurmountable 
obstacles  to  •the  conhtruction  of  lines 
that  have  been  high  in  public  favor. 
Natural  impediments  to  the  efforts  of 
the  engineer  were  ne\er  thought  of 
while  the  spirit  of  speculation  was  at 
its  height.  Away  it  went,  bounding 
over  hills  and  mountains  with  the  most 
elastic  buoyancy,  forgetting  that  these 
obstructions  would  liave  to  be  sur- 
mounted in  a  very  different  way  b';?fore 
a  railway  could  be  carried  either 
through  or  over  them.  After  all  the 
enthusiasm  that  has  been  manifested 
on  the  subject  of  bringing  together  re- 
mote cities,  and  facilitating  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  it  appears  that  nature  is  still 
a  little  too  powerful  in  some  places  to 
be  made  subservient  to  science.  The 
much-vaunted  plan  for  railway  com- 
munication between  Manchester  and 
Southampton,  for  instance,  is  now  al- 
leged to  be  simply  an  impossibility.  In 
the  excitement  of  launching  the  scheme, 
allotting  t±e  shares,  getting  the  plans 
deposited  in  time,  and  congratulating 
the  fortunate  shareholders  on  this  last 
grand  point  having  been  gained,  every 
one  seems  to  have  forgotten'  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Cottouwold  hills,  which 
present,  it  is  now  declared,  an  insur- 
mountable barrier  t"  the  railway  being 
constructed.  We  fear  this  is  not  the 
only  instance  in  which  positive  imprac- 
ticability will  neutralize  all  the  efforts 
that  may  have  been  made  to  serve  the 
proper  notices  and  hjdge  the  necessary 
plans,  in  compliance  with  the  standing 


orders  of  Parliament.  It  is  evident 
that  the  deposits  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  turn  out  to  be,  in  many  in- 
stances, a  mere  farce;  and  tliat  much 
of  the  scampering,  tearing,  racing  and 
risking  of  necks  which  took  place  on 
the  30th  of  November,  will  prove  to 
have  been  practically  a  hoax  upon  the 
unfortunate  scripholder." 

A  writer  in  1847*  states  the  situa- 
tion through  these  troubled  times  in  a 
brief  paragraph:  "In  the  month  of 
-August,  1S45,  the  period  when  railwcy 
prices  generally  saw  v.-hat  is  technially 
called  '  the  top  of  the  market,'  the  rage 
for  gambling  was  enormous.  The  re- 
sponsibility incurred  by  parties  signing 
deeds  of  subscription  attracted  univer- 
sal notice.  At  this  particular  date  the 
furor  was  so  great  that  those  who  were 
engaged  in  railway  share  business  fottnd 
a  large  portion  of  their  time  occupied 
in  keeping  the  necessary  appointments 
for  perfecting  these  documents,  which 
were  of  \  ital  importance  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  companies.  Parliamentary 
returns,  shortly  aftenvards  published, 
gave  a  list  of  subscribers  who  liad  fixed 
their  names  to  deeds.  Signatures  were 
common  for  amounts  averaging  from 
y^2o,ooo  to  ^60,000.  Mr.  George 
Hudson,  M.  P.,  stood  highest  on  the 
public  list.  He  represented  subscrip- 
tions to  the  amount  of  _^SiS,ooo. 
Other  parties  set  down  for  ^^300, 000 
and  ^400,000  each.  Earls,  privy 
counsellors,  baronets,  knights,  M.  P. 3, 
colonels,  captains,  lieutenants,  clergy- 
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men,  bankers,  barristers,  merchants, 
lawyers,  Uireclors,  secretaries,  promot- 
ers, projectors,  stuck-broiiers, tradesmen 
and  clerks,  were  all  alike  centred  in  the 
vortex  of  speculation,  and  figured  for 
the  amount  of  assumed  liabilities.  The 
number  of  clergymen  who  signed  was 
two  hundred  and  fifty-seven.  Of  these 
the  greater  number  were  comparatively 
for  small  amounts,  of  from  ^^2,000  to 
_;;r5,ooo.  Some,  liowever,  went  into  the 
speculation  more  extensively.  Thus, 
one  was  a  subscriber  for  ^26,000;  one 
for  ^27,000;  three  for  ^-/'20,c.oo  and 
upwards;  six  for  jQi~j,ooo  and  up- 
wards ;  ten  for  ;^"io,ooo  and  upwards; 
fifty-three  of  from  _;^5,ooo  to  £,^),ooo 
each.  Members  of  Parliament  were 
subscribers  for  much  larger  sums,  and 
reckoned  one  hundred  and  tiftv-se\eii 
in  number,  being  nearly  one-fourth  of 
the  entire  House  of  Commons.  This 
fact  clearly  indicated  the  strengtli  of 
the  railway  interest  in  Parliament,  and 
the  sums  subscrilied  for  by  individual 
members  were  in  many  cases  very 
heavy.".  A  word  as  to  the  central 
figure  in  these  dramatic  scenes— George 
Pludson,  of  York,  tlie  first  of  a  long 
list  of  railway  kings:  '"During  his 
brief  reign  he  was  a  universal  favorite  ; 
a  man  of  tremendous  energy,  conta- 
gious enthusiasm  and  convincing  elo- 
quence. Wlien  he  undertook  to  pusli 
a  railroad  it  was  understood  tliat  it 
would  be  successful ;  the  choicest  aris- 
tocracy of  England  sought  his  presence; 
it  was  reported  with  delight  that  his 
empire  extended  (jver  one  tliousand 
miles   of    railroad;     his     suddenly    ac- 


quired wealth  was  enormous  (he  made 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  one 
day),  and  his  benefactions  generously 
large.  .\  fine  mathematician,  he  would 
lean  his  head  back  on  his  chair,  cover 
his  eyes  with  his  hands,  and  arrange  ex- 
penses and  calculate  dividends  and  in- 
terest with  marvellous  accuracy.  He 
had  a  heavy  frame,  a  piercing  gray  eye, 
gray  and  scanty  hair,  a  broad  and 
wrinkled  face,  harsh  and  severe  in  ex- 
pression, but  lighted  up  at  times  by  a 
winning  smile.  When  the  crash  came, 
in  the  tag-end  of  1845,  Hudson's  brief 
summer  sun  of  glory  set  in  clouds  ;  he 
was  called  'a  stain  upon  the  nation,' 
his  accounts  were  said  to  show  crooked 
transactions  involving  thousands  of 
pounds.  He  kept  no  bo#ks  and  re- 
tained no  copies  of  his  letters,  so  that 
it  is  really  difficult  to  fix  the  precise 
amount  of  blame  to  be  attached  to 
him.  But  the  general  opinion  of  those 
who  have  estimated  his  character  is 
tiiat  he  was  guilty  of  moral  obliquity 
and  rash  investments  of  money,  al- 
thougii  his  railroads  were  laid  in  well- 
chosen  localities,  and  ultimately  proved 
successful.  "* 

Responsibility  in  a  wide-spread  and 
far-reaching  movement  like  this  is  iiard 
to  fix,  where  all  must  bear  a  portion,, 
but  a  majority  feel  tiie  heavier  bur- 
dens imposed.  The  speculators,  legis- 
lators, projectors,  financiers  and  gen- 
eral public,  were  all  in  a  common 
movement,    in    which    those    most    con- 

*'  Womlers  and  Curiosities  of  tlie  R.iilvvny,' 
by  William  Sloane  Keiinudy,  Chicago.  1SS4, 
p.  2S. 
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spicious  were  made  the  targets  for  their 
ronfederates  and  associates,  when  ruin 
and  loss  came,  rather  than  the  golden 
harvests  that  all  had  hoped  to  reap,  in 
a  "  History  of  English  Panics"*  writ- 
ten near  the  time  when  the  far- 
reaching  effects  of  this  speculative  era 
were  being  defined  and  understood, 
some  theories  are  advanced  and  facts 
stated  that  shed  a  certain  measure  of 
light  just  here  :  "  This  period  (the 
panic  of  1847)  like  all  the  rest,  was 
preceded  by  a  large  accumulation  of 
treasure  in  the  r>ank  of  England,  a  low 
rate  of  interest,  and  great  facilities  for 
speculation  ami  overtrading.  Specula- 
tion had  previously  developed  itself  very 
largely  in  jaihvays.  ,  Schemes  without 
number,  and  involving  an  outlay  of 
countless  millions  of  money,  were 
eagerly  taken  up  b_\-  all  classes  of  the 
community,  and  hills  authorizing  the 
formation  of  railways  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  were  passed  through  Parlia- 
ment with  a  rapidity  calculated  rather 
to  stimulate  and  encourage  the  reck- 
less auii  improvident,  than  to  warn  and 
dissuade  the  prudent  and  industrious. 
The  Bank  of  Kiiglanri  has  been  fre- 
quently charged  with  being  the  acti\ t- 
instrument  in  producing  panic.  The 
embarassment  in  the  money  market  in 
the  end  of  1845  has  been  ascribed  al- 
most directly  to  the  injudicious  policy 
of  the  iiank  of  England,  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  that  year,  in  improperly 
reducing  the  ratt'of  interest,  when  such 
reduction  was  ipiite  uncalled  for  by  the 
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state  of  the  country.  The  immediate 
cause  of  the  panic  was,  no  doubt,  the 
wild  spirit  of  gambling  in  railways  ;  but 
it  was  believed  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, acting  under  an  erroneous  notion 
of  their  duties,  after  the  act  of  1844 
came  into  operation,  assisted  and  en- 
couraged the  railway  mania,  and  en- 
abled it  to  reach  a  height  at  which  it 
could  never  otherv/ise  have  achie\ed  ; 
and  thereby  afterwards  putting  on  the 
'  screw,'  for  the  preservation  of  com- 
mercial interests,  they  produced  the 
panic,  which  would  not  have  otherwise 
occurred,  but  for  their  presious  un- 
called for  reduction  of  the  rate  of  in- 
terest. The  act  of  1844  is  considered 
by  Mr.  Gilbart  (Practical  Treatise  on 
Banking)  to  have  tended  to  produce 
the  pressure  of  1S47.  It  was  the  pres- 
sure, and  the  high  rate  of  interest,  and 
low  prices  consequent  upon  the  pres- 
sure, that  checked  the  etflux  of  gold, 
and  turned  the  exchanges.  During  the 
pressure  of  1S47,  notes  to  the  amount 
of  _£"4,ooo,ooo  were  hoarded  under  the 
influence  of  panic  ;  and  this  hoarding 
was  occasioned  by  the  operation  of  the 
act.  .\  contraction  of  the  circulation 
leads  to  a  general  apprehension  of 
danger.  Bankers,  and  others,  keep 
large  reserves  of  gold,  and  bank-notes 
on  hand,  and  the  evil  is  thereby  in- 
creased. 

"In  the  latter  end  of  1S47,  com- 
mittees were  appointed  by  both  the 
House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, to  '  enquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  distress  which  had  for  some  time 
prevailedamong  the  commercial  classes. 
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and  how  far  it  has  been  affected  by  the 
laws  for  regulating  the  issue  of  bank- 
notes payable  on  demand.'  The  report 
of  the  Lords'  committee  attributed  the 
causes  of  pressure  to  'a  sudden  and 
unexampled  demand  for  foreign  corn, 
produced  by  a  failure  in  many  de- 
scriptions of  agricultural  produce 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  coin- 
cident with  an  unprecedented  e>;tent  of 
speculation,  produced  by  increased 
facilities  of  credit  and  a  low  rate  of  in- 
terest, which  had  for  some  time  oc- 
casioned overtrading  in  many  branches 
of  commerce."  ' 

This  important  episode  in  the  history 
of  railroads  can  be  best  dismissed  and 
the  results  of  the  over-speculation  and 
the  resultant  panic  understood,  by  tlie 
.following  figures  and  comments,  quuted 
from  the  "  Companion  to  the  British 
Almanac"  for  1S49  :  "There  has 
now,  for  three  years,  been  an  alnnsst 
uninterrupted  declension  in  the  market 
value  of  railway  property.  It  was 
dreaded  by  many  cautious  persons  in 
1843  that  the  then  existing  reckless- 
ness would  bring  about  disastrous  re- 
sults. The  disturbed  state  of  political 
and  commercial  matters  has  untloubt- 
edly  contributed  to  this  end  :  Imt  it  is 
indisputal)le  that  t!ie  depreciation  is 
mainly  due  to  the  excessive  absorption 
of  capital  in  one  particular  species  of 
enterpri-e  ;  tl;e  much  dreaded  calls 
have  drained  away  money  which  is  le- 
gitimately required  in  other  quarters. 
It  may  be  useful  to  take  twelve  of  the 
older,  companies  and  compare  tlie 
prices  of  their  shares  in  one  particular 


week  of  four  successive  years — say  the 
first  week  in  August,  which  was  about 
the  height  of  the  fever  in  1S45;  we 
give  also  the  prices  of  a  latur  date.  As 
three  of  the  companies  have  e.Tch  called 
up  an  additional  installment  on  their 
shares  witiiin  this  period,  we  will  ad- 
just the  prices  to  'paid-up'  shares'  to 
render  the  comparison  a  fair  one  : 
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■•The  average  fall  in  th.e  twelve 
companies  has  been  64  per  cent,  i-i 
three  and  ciue-fourth  years.  I'riees 
have  since  rallied  a  little.  In  some  ov 
the  new  companies,  and  also  in  respect 
to  some  of  the  new  shares  in  =.ji:,e  1' 
the  older  companies,  the  depreei  r  •  -1 
IS  still  more  markefl.  Sunie  <<':  t:.- 
shares  are  now  (October,  i^'p'^)  w  "  '1 
less  than  nr)thing— they  rouKl  not  he 
given  away;  no  one  woulrl  accept  ti;  em 
as  a  gift  urdess  accompanied  l>y  a 
bonus  in  money  to  induce  tlie  accept- 
ance. This  occurs  where  there  are 
still  further  "calls'  to  Ir;  m.iiie  uu 
the  shares;  the  liability  to  v.ii'.cii  '.-■-.ts 
with  those  in  wii'.>se  names  '!  -  m;.i'-s 
are  registered.  The  calls  made  on  t:ie 
stock  of  the  new  companies  and  on 
the  various  kinds  of  new  shares  in  the 
old  companies,  have  been  ex:ressively 
heavy  in  the  last  two  years.  Fre- 
quently the  amount  has  reached  a  mil- 
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lion  sterling  in  a  single  week.  In  the 
first  ten  months  (January  to  October, 
inclusive,)  -of  1S47,  the  amount  so 
called  was  ;^"3 1 ,955-355  for  Briii.  h 
railways,  and  /^5, 644. coo  for  British 
shares  in  foreign  railways  -making  in 
the  whole  ^37.599.355-  I"  the  first 
ten  months  of  1848  the  calls  amounted 
to  _;^26, 850,709  for  British  railways, 
and  _;£3, 102,07  I  for  British  shares  in 
foreign  railways — making  in  the  whole 
^29,952,770.  Bringing  in  the  calls 
for  the  last  two  months  of  1S47,  we 
find  that  in  twenty-two  months  (Janu- 
ary I,  1S47,  to  October  30,  1S4S;, 
there  has  been  paid  by  the  British 
shareholders  lio  less  than  _;^75,ooo,ooo 
to  the  raihvay  companies,  or  nearly 
_;£'8oo,ooo  jH-rweek.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  this  has  been  expended,  besides 
loans,  on  debenture.  The  capital  in- 
vested in  these  undertakings  has 
reached  a  most  astountling  amount. 
The  following,  in  round  numbers,  re- 
presents the  share  capital  and  the  bor- 
rowing powers  of  all  tlie  British  rail- 
way companies,  according  to  the  acts 
of  Parliament  which  sanction  them  : 

iSoi  to  tS4n igg  /69.000.000 

1841101844 113  i3. 000.000 

■845 ^•<^  59.000.000 

•840 27=  ,w_i,<x>.>.c«o 

".\s  nearly  all  railways  have  cost 
more  than  the  Parliamentary  estimates, 
the  share  capital  and  the  burrowing 
powers  will  together  more  nearly  rep- 
resent the  probable  total  outlay,  than 
the  capital  share  alone.  Tiiere  has 
been   a   feature   in    the    railway  system 
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within  the  last  twelve  months  which 
has  been  instrumental  in  depressing  the 
market  value  of  the  shares,  namely,  the 
reduced  rate  of  dividends  paid  by  the 
leading  companies.  This  reduction 
has  been  brought  about  by  four  dffer- 
ent  causes — i.  The  disturbed  state  of 
political  and  commercial  affairs  has 
considerably  lessened  the  total  amount 
of  trailc  In  the  C(^untry,  both  in  pas- 
sengers and  merchan'dise.  2.  By  the- 
opening  of  new  and  competing  lines 
into  particular  districts,  the  portion  of 
traffic  whicli  now  falls  to  the  share  of 
the  older  companies  is  less  than  form- 
erly. 3.  Some  of  the  old  companies 
have  leased  or  purchased  particular 
lines  on  terms  more  lavish  than  the 
trat^c  has  been  found  to  warrant. 
4.  Some  of  the  old  companies  have 
issued  new  shares  to  pay  off  loans  or 
debentures,  which  shares,  by  receiving 
dividends  pro  rata  with  the  older 
shares,  lessen  "the  rate  per  cent,  re- 
ceivable on  each.  From  one  or  more 
of  these  causes  combined,  most  of  the 
old  companies  have  been  compelled  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  dividend.  The 
greatest  of  them  all,  the  London  & 
Northwestern,  has  suffered  a  severe 
fall  in  this  respect.  In  December,  1S46, 
the  dividend  was  at  the  rate  of  10  per 
cent,  per  annum  ;  in  June,  1S47,  9  per 
cent.;  in  Deccnilier,  1S47,  S  per  cent.; 
and  in  June,  1S4S,  7  per  cent.  The 
fall  in  the  Great  Western  has  been  from 
8  to  7  per  cent..;  in  the  Soutii  Western, 
from  9  to  6;  in  the  Midland,  from  7  to  6; 
in  tlie  York  &  Berwick,  from  9  to  8,  in 
the  York  &:  N.Midland,  from  lotoS." 
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Meanwhile,  affairs  were  fairly  pros- 
peroii*  upon  this  side  of  tlie  sea.  Re- 
turning again  to  the  general  thread  of 
narration,  we  find  that  the  great  con- 
test than  waging  in  America  over  the 
tariff — a  question  over  which  America 
seldom  has  been  free  from  dispute — 
was  causing  renewed  interest  in  the 
manufacture  of  railroad  iron,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1S44  special  mention  was  made 
of  the  fact  that  a-  bar  of  railroad 
iron  manufactured  at  the  Mount  Sav- 
age works  in  Maryland,  had  been 
placed  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Balti- 
more Exchange  for  the  inspection 
of  the  public.  Similar  specimens 
had  Geen  sent  for  the  <-:ame  purpose 
to  Philadelphia,  New  Vork  and  Eos- 
ton.  "The  above  mentioned  rail," 
explains  the  Baltimore  American,  "  is 
very  similar  in  form  to  that  last  im- 
ported from  Europe  by  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad,  called  the  U  rail,  only 
that  the  iron  is  thicker,  and  the  hollow 
part  not  so  high,  but  much  stronger. 
The  railroad  leading  from  Mount 
Savage  works  to  Cumberland,  which, 
it  is  expected,  will  be  comjileted  by  the 
fifteenth  of  next  month,  will  be  laid 
with  rails  of  this  description,  made  at 
the  works.  They  have  also  concluded 
a  contract  with  the  Fall  River  railroad 
in  Massachusetts  for  furnishing  one 
thousand  tons.  The  price  is  about 
fifty-nine  cents  per  ton."  In  the  early 
days  of  the  year  following,  1845,  Mr. 
P.  Raymond,  manager  of  the  Bradv's 
Bend  Iron  Works,  in  Pennsylvania, 
addressed  an  interesting  communication 


to  a  member  of  Congress,  in  response 
to  a  request  for  information,  upon  the 
facilities  for  producing  railroad  iron  in 
.\merica.  and  the  cost  of  the  same. 
"  These  works  alone,"  he  declares, 
"are  capable  o^  turning  out,  of  finished 
railroad  iron,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  tons  per  week.  We  are  now  man- 
ufacturing rails  for  several  companies. 
That  which  has  been  tried  of  our  make 
is  founrl  to  be  superior  to  the  best 
article  imported  from  England.  The  H 
and  T  rail,  or  any  other  pattern  in  use, 
can  be  manufactured  at  these  works  as 
perfectly  as  in  England  or  any  other 
country,  and  it  would  be  esteemed  a 
favor  to  receive  an  order  for  the  heavy 
rail.  H.  T  and  U  rails,  or  any  other 
patterns  in  use.  can  be  made  for  S50 
j)er  toil.  The  expenses  of  transporta- 
tion to  any  point  on  the  Ohio,  Miss- 
issippi, the  Lakes,  or  east  of  the  moun- 
tains, will  be  no  more  from  the  works 
than  from  Pittsburg.  Cost  of  trans- 
portation from  the  works  to  Cincinnati, 
and  Madison,  Indiana,  has  been  $2-50 
per  ton.  It  can  now  be  transported  to 
the  same  points  for  S2.  The  H,  T  and 
U  rails  can  be  made  from  nine  to 
eighteen  feet  long,  according  to  the 
weight  per  foot.  The  works  can  be  en- 
larged in  a  short  time  to  a  capacity  to 
make  (of  finished  iron  of  any  pattern 
required),  tw(j  hundred  tons  per  week, 
if  a  market  can  be  found  for  the  iron. 
Should  the  duty  be  repealed,  or  much 
reduced  on  railroad  iron,  the  further 
manufacture  of  the  article  in  tiiis  coun- 
try will  of  necessity  be  discontinued,  as 
the  English  at   this    time    have    several 
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hundred  miilions  of  dollars  invested  in 
iron  works,  all  in  operation  or  ready 
to  go  into  Operation  whenever  a 
market  can  be  found  for  their  iron,  to- 
gether with  an  overwhelming  capital  to 
operate  with  at  the  low  rate  of  two  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  labor  but  half  the 
price  it  is  in' this  country.  The  effect 
it  will  have  on  the  country  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  railroad  iron  is  obvious  to  all 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  lines. 
Railroad  iron  will  be  sold  by  the  English 
manufacturers  at  reduced  prices,  until 
the  American  manufacturers  are  broken 
down;  then  they  will  put  on  the  tariff 
and  raise  the  price  much  above  what  it 
is  now  made  and  sold  for  by  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country." 

SL'GGESTING    A    P.VCIFIC    RAILROAD. 

The  closing  years  of  this  decade  of 
1840-50  saw  the  opening  of  that  vigor- 
ous movement  in  favor  of  a  railroad  to 
the  Pacific,  although  suggestions  in 
that  direction  had  been  made  from 
time  to  time  in  years  before.  To  whom 
the  first  dawning  idea  of  this  great 
and  now  accomplished  enterprise  came, 
it  would  be  hard  to  tell,  although  there 
has  been  one  who  claims  that  he  had 
conceived  of  a  steam  road  to  the  far- 
western  ocean,  even  before  the  railroad 
of  the  present  came  into  being.  Gen. 
Dodge,  who  had  char-e  of  the  engineer- 
ing department  in  the  building  of  the 
Union  Pacific,  has  recently*  discoursed 
upon  this  point  in  the  following  words: 

*ln  a  paper  read  before  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  llie -Teiiutssuc,  at  its  tuenty-lirst 
annual  reuiiioa,  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  on  September 
15,  iRSS.  by  Major-Cen.  Orenville  M.  Ondgc. 


'•In  Gen.  Sherman's  summary,  re- 
ferred to  above,  it  is  stated  that  :  '  It 
would  now  be  impossible  to  ascertain 
who  was  the  first  to  suggest  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  to  connect  the 
eastern  portion  of  our  country  with  the 
Pacific  coast.  It  is  probable  that  the 
idea  in  some  form  occurred  to  several 
persons.  Very  recently,  Mr.  E.  V. 
Smalley,  in  his  'History  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad,'  has  presented  the 
claim  of  Dr.  Samuel  Bancroft  Barlow, 
of  Granville,  Massachusetts,  to  this 
distinction,  details  the  evidence  upon 
which  the  claim  is  founded,  and  shows 
that  as  early  as  1S34  (possibly  in  1833). 
Dr.  Barlow  advocated  the  construction  ' 
of  a  railroad  from  New  York  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  by  direct 
appropriations  from  tlie  treasury  of  the 
Uniteil  States.  But  in  presenting  this 
claim  to  priority,  is  it  not  possible  that 
the  fact  has  been  overlooked  that  Dr. 
Barlow's  paper  in  the  Intelligencer ,  of 
VVestfield,  Massachusetts,  was  called 
forth  by  a  series  of  articles  upon  th.e 
same  subject,  published  in  the  Emmi- 
grant,  of  Washtenaw  county,  Michigan 
territory?  And  is  not,  therefore,  that 
unknown  writer  of  those  articles  really 
entitled  to  wliatever  credit  attaches  tn 
priority  of  suggestion?' 

•'While  this  statement  is  true,  so  far 
as  we  are  now  able  to  ascertain,  it  is  a 
singular  fact  that  before  a  mile  of  rail 
roail  was  laid  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
a  design  of  connecting  the  Atlantic 
with  tfie  Pacific  ocean  by  means  of 
steam-carriage  was  broached,  if  we  can 
believe  the  following  statement,  which 
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I  quote  from  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Mills,  of  February  iSth,  1S46  (H.  R. 
Doc.  173,  29th  Congress,  ist  session); 
'  The  author  has  had  the  honor  of 
being,  perhaps,  the  first  in  the  field  to 
propose  to  connect  the  Pacific  with  the 
Atlantic  by  a  railroad  from  the  head 
navigable  waters  of  the  noble  rivers 
disemboguing  into  the  ocean.  In  1819 
he  published  a  work  on  the  internal  im- 
provements of  -Maryland,  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  connected  with  the  in- 
tercourse of  the  states  of  the  West. 
The  following  extract  from  this  work, 
will  present  the  idea  then  formed,  both 
of  the  practicability  and  importance  of 
this  intercourse  to  the  nation,'  etc., 
etc.  Then  follows  a  description  of  a 
scheme  of  steam  locomotion  between 
the  head  waters  of  the  drainage  of  the 
Mississippi  valley,  and  that  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Columbia,  too  long  for  re- 
petition on  an  occasion  like  this." 

Without  going  farther  into  that  line 
of  historical  inquiry,  we  can,  in  full 
justice  to  all  others,  devote  some  atten- 
tion to  one  who  worked  in  season  and  out, 
for  the  success  of  a  measure  in  which 
he  prophetically  saw  there  was  so  much 
involved.  In  the  early  days  of  1S45, 
Mr.  Asa  Whitney.*  an   .Vmerican   mer- 

*  Asa  Whitney,  merchant,  born  in  1797,  died 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  -August,  1S72.  Hd 
was  in  mercantile  business  in  New  York  city. 
He  recognized  tlie  necessity  of  a  railro.id  to  the 
Pacific,  was  the  first  to  suggest  its  feasibility, 
and  from  1840  till  1S50  urged  it  upon  Con- 
gress, the  legislature  of  several  states,  and   the 

He  was  finally  instrumental  in  securing  appro- 
priations in    1S53,  for  the   first  surveys  of  the 


cb.ant,  who  had  recently  returned  from 
China,  brought  the  question  before  the 
roui'.try  in  a  very  decided  form, 
through  a  memorial  to  Congress,  in 
w'.iich  he  asked  for  a  charter  authori- 
zing the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Lake  Michigan,  across  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  to  the  Pacific  ocean  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river — a  peti- 
tion all  the  more  sure  to  be  listened  to 
from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Whitney  was 
even  then  organizing  a  corps  of  scien- 
tific young  men,  witrh  whom  he'  pro- 
posed to  make  a  reconuoisance  of  the 
proposed  route.  It  was  his  belief  then, 
and  his  claim,  that  the  distance  be- 
tween the  cities  on  the  Atlantic  to  Lake 
Michigan,  a  distance  of  eight  hundred 
and  forty  miles,  would  be  overconte 
by  railroads  constructed  under  state 
authority,  while  the  remaining  distance 
of  2,160  miles  he  proposed  should  be 
constructed  under  the  authority  of 
Congress.  He  estimated  the  actual 
cost  of  construction  at  fifty  million 
dollars,  but  as  the  road,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  objects 
to  be  attained,  could  earn  little  or 
nothing  before  its  completion,  he  esti- 
mated that  a  further  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  would  be  i\ccessary  to  keep  it 
in  repair  until  ready  for  use. 

Northern.  Southern  and  middle  routes,  and 
lived  to  sec  communication  opened  from  sea  to 
sea  in  1S69.  He  was  the  .xuthor  of  -A  Project 
for  a  Railroad  to  the  Pacific  '•  (Xew  York. 
lS49),and"A  Plan  for  a  1  )irect  Conimumca 
tion  between  the  Great  Centres  of  Population 
of  Europe  and  Asi.i."  iLond^n.  i-'5i.)— ' 
Appleton's  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography. 
Yol.  VI.,  p.  48S.  New  York.  iSSg. 
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That  this  ambitious  project  might  be 
carried  out,  Mr.  Whitney  asked  of  the 
Government  3  grant  of  sixty  miles  wide 
of  the  public  land  from  one  terminus 
of  the  road  to  the  other,  "  for  which  a 
full  return  would  be  made  in  convey- 
ing the  mails,  transporting  ammuni- 
tion, stores,  soldiers,  etc.,  free  of  cost." 
He  contended  that  with  such  a  rail- 
road the  distance  from  New  York  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  three 
thousand  miles,  could  be  accomplished 
in  eight  days.  "  The  project  from  first 
view,"  he  declared,  "  though  startling, 
from  an  examination  finds  friends  and 
favor,  and  is  small  compared  with 
what  we  have  already  done."  In  some 
respects  his  'declarations  seem  almost 
prophetic:  "  We  ha\'e  now  in  opera- 
tion more  than  five  thousand  miles  of 
railroad,  built  in  the  last  fifteen  years, 
besides  immense  canals,  all  built  from 
means  drawn  from  the  people.  In 
twenty-two  and  one-half  years  more 
our  population  will  be  forty  millions. 
Lt  appears  to  me  that  we 
now  have  the  power  and  means  (means 
which  cost  us  nothing,  and  will  be 
exchanged  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, an  industrious,  productive  people) 
of  accomplishing  this  great  work  ; 
greater  far  than  has  been  done  by  men 
or  nations,  the  results  from  which 
must  cb.ange  the  whole  world.  We  are 
now  on  one  side,  at  the  extreme  of  the 
globe;  build  this  road  and  we  are  in 
the  centre,  with  Europe  on  the  one 
side,  and  .Asia  and  Africa  on  the 
other,  ^■ou,  sir,  can  see,  you  can  read, 
what  must  then   be   our  destiny.     We 


can  theL  traverse  the  vast  globe  in 
thirty  ctjT.  and  bring  all  the  vast 
world  f'l-^J-.er  as  one  nation,  as  one 
family,  a-  i  what  must  be  the  result? 
It  will  civ:  '_zf..  it  will  harmonize,  it  will 
Christia'  -^.  it  will  do  more  than  all 
mankind  -irore  us  have  done,  and 
where  is  : - 1  man  who  will  not  say,  let 
it  be  done?  I  believe  that  this  work 
will  brir-  -.-.r  vast  country  so  directly 
together  '^--  one  family,  that  all  the 
sectional  '-alousies,  differences,  and 
interests  -_;?t  siibside,  each  state  and 
section  !=:':  :o  manage  its  own  domestic 
or  interri.  affairs,  in  its  way,  as  was 
intended  r.hen  our  compact  was  formed. 
The  scaV  -rill  be  so  grand,  and  inter- 
ests so  c>.ersificd,  that  no  one  shall 
predomina-e." 

Mr.  Whi:r,ey  did  not  leave  to  specu- 
lation wha:  could  be  proved  or  dis- 
proved by  i.'.vestigation.  On  June  19, 
1S45,  .be  ;e:t  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
accompanied  by  a  band  of  scientific  _ 
young  gentlemen,  with  whom  he  made 
a  personal  examination  of  the  country 
lying  as  far  west  as  the  -Missouri  river, 
at  a  point  .".ve  hundred  miles  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  We  have  a  general  re- 
view of  some  of  his  labors  in  the 
carrying  o"t  of  his  great  idea  as  given 
by  himself  in  response  to  attacks  made 
upon  him  by  Senator  Thomas  H.  Ben- 
ton, then  one  of  the  great  political  and 
law-making  powers  of  the  land.  "  I 
believe,"  Mr.  Whitney  declares,*  "  it 
is  pretty  generally  known   that   I   have 
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devoted  four  years  exclusively  to  the 
subject  of  a  railrcatl  from  Lake  N[ichi- 
gan  to  tlie  Pacific  Ocean,  and  that  I 
devoted  a  part  of  two  other  years  to 
the  same  subject  in  Asia.  That  I  have 
explored  and  examined  more  than 
eight  hundred  miles  of  the  route — ex- 
plored fifteen  hundred  miles  of  the 
Missouri  river,  as  also  other  streams,  to 
ascertain  where  they  could  be  bridged; 
and  that  a  great  part  of  the  country 
over  which  I  passed  had  never  before 
been  traversed  except  by  favages,  and 
those  who  accompanied  me  can  attest 
these  facts.  .  .  My  explorations  ex- 
tended as  far  as  was  my  first  intention, 
and  as  far  as  was  neces.=ary.  It  was 
for  my  own  account  and  at  my  own  ex- 
pense, and  its  results  not  fully  pub- 
lished to  the  world.  My  object  was  to 
ascertain  the  facilities  wiiich  the  coun- 
try might  afford  for,  and  the  value  of 
the  lands,  on  which  depended  the 
entire  work.  The  explorations  of  Col.^ 
Fremont,  with  accounts  from  many 
others,  had  satisfied  me  of  the  feasibil- 
ity of  the  whole  route.  I  have  done 
all  this  at  my  own  expense,  and  have 
never  a>ked  Congress  to  appropriate 
one  dollar  for  me.  In  addition  to  all 
my  time,  I  have  expended  a  very  hand- 
some sum  of  money,  and  have  never 
made  any  claim  upon  Congress. 
I  do  hereby  forever  renounce  any, 
all,  and  every  claim  upon  Congress,  or 
the  people,  for  my  efforts  to  get  a  rail- 
road to  Oregon.  My  motive  was  to 
benefit  the  country  and  the  world.  I 
was  willing  to  give  my  life,  my  all  to 
the  work,  which,   to  me,  appeared    so 


very  important.  If  I  have  failed  in  my 
object,  I  am  happy  in  knowing  I  have 
not  drawn  one  dollar  from  the  public 
treasury,  but  have  heretofore  paid  large 
sums  into  it.  I  am  also  hnppy  in  be- 
lieving that  the  country  at  large  under- 
stood and  sustained  me.  Eighteen 
state  legislatures  (generally  by  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  two  houses)  passed 
resolutions  approving  and  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  of  my  plan;  declaring 
it  the  only  feasible  one  by  which  this 
great  work  could  ever  be  accomplished, 
and  instructing  and  requesting  their 
delegates  in  Congress  ro  vote  for  it." 

Congress  certainly  showed  its  ap- 
preciation of  Mr.  Whitney's  plan,  and 
gave  it  a  cordial  endorsement  at  a  time 
when  its  full  meaning  was  hardly 
understood  by  the  people  at  large.  A 
committee  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Con- 
gress reported  in  its  favor.  The  Senate 
committee  ,on  Public  Lands  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  Congress  unanimously 
introduced  a  ^-ery  full  report  in  its 
favor,  with  a  bill  to  carry  it  out — which 
report  contained,  as  Mr.  \Vhitney  ex- 
plained, "a  full,  though  concise,  state- 
ment, geographical,  commercial  and 
statistical,  of  all  Asia,  Japan,  China, 
India,  Polynesia,  and  all  the  islands, 
population,  commerce,  products,  re- 
sources, and  all,  which  cost  me  much 
time  and  lah:)r."  At  the  time  of  Mr. 
Whitney's  communication  above  quoted 
the  House  had  appointed  a  select  com- 
mittee of  nine  to  examine  the  subject 
and  report  ujion  it;  and  their  report 
was  unanimous  in  its  favor,  with  a  bill 
to  carry  its  intention  into    effect.      The 
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Senate  had  also  appointed  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five,  with  the  same  object. 
A  bill  was  unanimously  reported, 
which,  under  the  influence  of  Senator 
Benton,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  plan  as  proposed  by  this  enter- 
prising merchant,  who  had  left  the 
beaten  track  of  trade  that  he  might  - 
make  a  great  highway  that  should  unite 
East  and  \\'est  by  bonds  of  commer- 
cial interest  and  personal  contact,  are 
worthy  of  more  than  a  passing  glance, 
and  possess  an  additional  interest  now 
that  so  many  iron  highways  are  the 
fulfillment  of  his  dream.  "The  bill 
proposes,"  to  continue  his  communica- 
tion above  quoted,  "to  sell  about 
78,000,000  acres,  good,  bad  and  indif- 
ferent, under  specified  terms  and 
conditions,  all  so  guarded  that  the  gov- 
ernment could  not  possibly  lose  one 
dollar.  So  different  is  it  from  a  grant 
to  me  of  100,000,000  acres  (as  Mr. 
Benton  had  claimed),  that  I  have  not 
even  asked  for,  nor  does  the  bill  pro- 
vide that  I  can  take  one  acre  of  land 
until  I  shall  have  completed  ten  miles 
of  road  in  advance,  which  every  one  of 
experience  must  know  will  cost,  for 
such  a  road  as  the  bill  provides, 
$200,000.  Then,  if  the  commissioner, 
the  government,  the  people  and  all, 
are  fully  satisfied,  I  am  allowed  to  sell 
five  miles  by  sixty  of  land  on  the  line 
of  the  road,  and  an  equivalent  some- 
where else,  for  any  that  may  have  been 
sold  out  of  this  five  miles  by  sixty,  in 
all  i9i,o'--o  acres;  wliich,  at  tlie  pre- 
sent value  (72  cents)  for  soldiers' 
bounties,  (and  which  must  be  the  price 


of  tlie  best  lands  until  some  16,000,000 
are  disposed  of),  wouid  amount  to 
5133.240,  andthe  government  holding 
the  road  as  securit)  for  my  continu- 
ance and  faithful  performance  of  con 
tract,  and  the  governrueat  also  holding 
the  other  five  miles  by  sixty,  or  192,000 
acres,  through  which  the  road  is  com- 
pleted. Now,  if  I  couid  not  make  this 
192,000  acres  produce  enough  to  re- 
turn the  ^200, 000  e.spended  on  the  teu 
miles  of  road,  then  the  work  could  not 
be  continued  ;  the  government  woulil 
not  allow  me  to  take  one  acre  of  land, 
and  I  should  have  sunken  the  $200,000. 
But  if,  from  the  results  of  my  energies, 
efforts  and  labor,  I  raise  from  the  pre- 
sent value  of  $138,240,  the  192,000 
acres  to  or  beyond  the  $200,000  ex- 
pended, then  the  192,000  acres,  the 
other  half,  held  by  the  government, 
would  have  imparted  to  it  an  equal  in- 
crease in  value  from  the  same  causes. 
Such  would  be  the  case  for  eight  hun- 
dred miles  through  tiie  good  or  avail- 
able lands,  or  so  far  as  the  five  miles 
by  sixty,  or  192,000*  acres,  would  fur- 
nish means  to  construct  the  ten  miles 
of  the  road,  the  government  holding  the 
road  as  security  fur  all,  and  also  hold- 
ing one-half  (alternate  five  miles  by 
sivty)  of  all  the  lands — each  and  every 
ten  miles  of  road  being  completed  in 
advance  of  my  being  allowed  to  take 
any  land — the  road,  with  the  alternate 
settlements,  imiuirling  benefits  to  and 
embracing  the  half  held  by  the  govern- 
ment far  exceeding  that  taken  by  my- 
self. The  reserve  lands  would  be  held 
to  furnish   means  for  the  construction 
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of  the  road  throusjh  the  immense  dis- 
tance of  poor  lands  ;  where  I  should 
proceed  a'  before,  first  build  the  ten 
miles  of  road,  and  when  the  ten  miles 
by  sixty,  or  384,000  acres,  could 
not  be  sold  for  enough  for  the 
outlay  for  the  ten  miles  of  road, 
then  the  reserve  lands  would  be 
sold  sufficient  for,  and  applied 
to  that  -purpose,  and  so  on  to  the 
ocean,  each  and  every  ten  miles  of 
road  would  be  finished  in  advance  of 
receiving  any  lands  or  money.  And 
nntil  all  shall  have  been  completed  and 
in  successful  operation,  the  Govern- 
ment would  hold  the  road,  the  surplus 
lands,  if  any,  and  all  as  security  for 
the  payment  of  ten  cents  per  acre  for 
all  the  lands;  and  also  as  security  that 
the  Government  should  in  no  way  be 
made  responsible  or  chargeable  for 
keeping  up  and  in  operation  the  said 
road,  unti.l  its  earnings  could  preside 
for  that  purpose — then  the  title  to  the 
road  should  vest  in  me,  always,  how- 
ever, subject  to  the  action  and  control 
of  Congress  in  regulating  and  fixing 
the  tolls,  etc.,  and  the  United  States 
mails  to  be  transported  free  of  charge. 
The  reserved  and  all  the  surplus  lands 
to  be  sold  at  auction  in  lots  of  from 
forty  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

"And  should  all  the  lands  fully  re- 
imburse for  fhe  outlay  fur  constructing 
the  road,  its  machinery,  etc.,  with  the 
sum  paid  to  the  Government  for  the 
entire  lands,  then  Congress  would  have 
power  to  regulate  the  tolls  so  as  not  to 
produce  any  income  beyond  sufficient 
to  keep  said   road  in  repairs  and  oper- 


ation, and  for  necessary  superintend- 
ence, making  it  a  national  and  as 
nearly  a  free  road  as  possible,  with 
tolls  less  than  half  what  would  be 
cliarged  on  the  great  and  principal 
dividend  paying  roads  within  the  states. 
"With  the  failure  of  this  bill" — 
and  here  Mr.  Whitney  again  grows 
prophetic — "  I  consider  the  hope  for  a 
communication  across  our  continent, 
which  would  be  the  route  for  the  com- 
merce and  intercourse  between  Europe 
and  Asia,  as  forever  at  an  end.  The 
seal  would  then  have  been  fixed.  We 
have  looked  upon  the  promised  land, 
but  could  never  possess  it.  The  people 
of  Oregon  and  California,  having  tlte 
same  products  as  our  own,  and  seeking 
the  same  markets,  we  could  not  buy 
from  them,  or  they  purchase  from  us. 
They  could  receive  no  benefit  from  a 
connection  with  us,  or  we  from  them. 
This  is  a  work  which  can 
never  be  accomplished  by  individual 
enterprise  alone,  because  no  man 
would  invest  where  he  could  not  ex- 
pect a  return  during  his  lifetime  at 
least,  and  where  (from  the  commence- 
ment to  completion)  the  accumulation 
of  interest  would  triple  the  cost  of  the 
road.  Nor  can  it  be  accomplished  by 
states  not  yet  formed,  and  which  can 
never  be  formed  without  the  aid  of  the 
road,  through  a  desert  incapable  of 
sustaining  population,  and  without 
navigable  streams  suitable  to  commu- 
nicate with  civilization  and  markets. 
.And  I  say,  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion from  anyone  entitled  to  an  opinion 
formed  from  experience  and   exaniina- 
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tion,  that  this  work  can  never  be  ac- 
complished on  any  other  p'an  than 
that  of  connecting  the  sale  and  settle- 
ment of  the  lands  on  its  line  with  the 
building  of  the  road.  Population  mu;it 
keep  pace  with  the  work  and  be  inter- 
ested with  it;  the  labor  for  grading  the 
road  must  pay  in  part  for  the  lands, 
and  make  houses  for  the  settlers;  and 
the  one-half  of  the  eight  hundred  miles 
on  the  eastern  end  must  furnish  means 
for  an  equal  distance  beyond,  where 
the  land  is  too  poor  for  that  pu'-pose. 
Any  amount  of  capital,  even  under  the 
strongest  power  of  arbitrary  Govern- 
ment (without  connecting  the  settle- 
ment of  the  lands  on  its  line  with  the 
work),  could  not  accomplish  it  through 
a  wilderness  and  desert  of  such  vast 
extent;  and  it  would  be  as  equally  im- 
possible from  any  terminus  where  ma- 
terial advantages  do  not  exist,  or  could 
not  be  controlled." 

Mr.  Whitney's  ambitious  project 
was  never  carried  out  in  form,  but  in 
substanee    his    dreams     have    found    a 


imunificeiit  realization.  Without  at- 
tempting at  this  point  a  detailed  record 
of  the  steps  by  wiiich  that  first  Pacific 
railway  was  created,  a  brief  glance  may 
be  given  to  the  i«>mediate  consequences 
of  the  agitation  brought  about  by  Mr. 
Whitney  and  other  workers  in  the  same 
field.  The  accession  to  our  national 
territory  catised  by  the  Mexican  war, 
and  the  discovery  of  gold  in  the  new 
lauds  of  California,  that  caused  a  rush 
to  the  Paciiic  coast,  centered  pjablic 
attention  anew  upon  the  project  of  a 
railroad  that  should  bind  the  continent 
from  East  to  West,  and  quickened  the 
exertions  of  its  advocates.  The  sur- 
veys of  the  \Var  Department  showed 
that  the  scheme  was  practicable.  Con- 
gress responded  to  the  people's  de- 
mand— thj  land  grants  were  given,  and 
til"  ground  broken  at  last.  The  Pacific 
railroad  was  an  accomplished  fact,  and 
the  developmeiU  of  the  middle  and 
farther  west  has  come  with  a  greatness, 
far  beyond  even  Asa  Whitney's  wildest 
dreams.  J.   H.   Kknnedy. 

(To  be  continuid.) 
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CALVIX    S.    BRICE. 


There  are  few  men  in  America, 
whether  in  professional  or  business 
life,  who,  while  yet  upon  the  sunny- 
side  of  fifty  by  a  good  measure  of  years, 
have  accomplished  more  or  won  a 
wider  or  more  honorable  recogni- 
tion than  the  lawyer,  railroad  pro- 
jector, and  political  leader,  whose 
name  may  be  found  above.  Although 
his  residence-  is  now,  from  business 
reasons,  in  New  York  City,  he  is  in 
sympathy,  as  in  birth,  an  "Ohio  man," 
where  he  still  holds  his  legal  habita- 
tion, and  where  he  passes  as  much  of 
his  time  as  his  numerous  enterprises 
will  allow.  Mr.  lirice  was  born  in 
Denmark',  Ohuo,  on  September,  17, 
1S45,  the  son  of  William  Kirkpatrick 
Brice,  of  an  old  Maryland  and  Penn- 
sylvania family,  a  graduate  of  Hanover 
College  and  the  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary,  and  a  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man of  deserved  distinction,  and  of 
Miss  Elizabeth  Stewart,  of  Carrollton, 
Ohio,  a  woman  of  fine  education  and 
exemplary  traits  of  character. 

The  early  education  of  the  son  was 
carefully  looked  after  by  his  parents. and 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
home,  and  in  those  of  a  higher  grade  at 
Lima,  Ohio.  When  he  was  but  thirteen 
years  of  age,  in  September,  1.S5S.  this 
wise   parental    oversight,  added   to  his 


native  ability  and  industry,  had  so  far 
advanced  him.that  he  was  able  to  enter 
the  preparatory  department  of  Miami 
University,  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  where  he 
rem.-.infd  one  year,  and  tlien  entered 
the  freshman  class.  His  progress  was 
marked,  and  he  was  looking  forward  to 
graduation,  when  there  came  a  call 
that  his  patriotic  impulses  and  the 
ardor  of  a  true-hearted  American  boy 
would  not  permit  him  to  ignore.  When 
the  call  of  the  President  came,  young 
Brice,  although  but  fifteen  years  of  age, 
relinquished  his  studies,  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Capt.  Dodd's  University 
Company,  and  in  April,  1S61,  took  his 
first  lesson  in  military  discipline  at 
Camp  Jackson,  Columbus.  In  April, 
1S62,  he  was  enrolled  a  member  of 
Company  A,  S6th  O.  V.  I.,  of  which 
Prof.  R.  AV.  McFarland  was  Captain, 
and  served  with  the  regiment  during 
the  summer  of  that  year  in  West  Vir- 
ginia. Returaing  to  the  University, 
he  resumed  his  studies,  completed  the 
regular  course,  and  graduated  in  June, 
1S63. 

Mr.  Brice  took  charge  of  one  of  the 
public  schools  of  Lima,  and  while  so  en- 
gaged acted  for  some  time  as  deputy 
county  auditor.  Hehadalready  formed 
the  purpose  of  de\oting  himself  to  the 
profession    of  law,    and    made   use  of 
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such  spare  time  as  he  could  command  in 
study,  until  the  spring  of  1S64,  when 
the  old  impulse  to  make  his  power 
effective  for  the  good  of  the  Union 
cause  led  him  to  again  return  to  the 
field.  He  recruited  a  company,  and 
went  back  as  Captain  of  Company  E. 
180th  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  in  the  first 
division  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  in 
Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  the  Carolinas, 
until  July,  1865.  While  still  in  the 
field  he  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  for  meritorious  sersices,  but 
owing  to  the  return  of  peace  he  was 
never  mustered  in  under  this  commis- 
sion. 

With  the  return  of  peace,  Mr.  Brice 
again  devoted  himself  to  what  he  felt 
was  the  real  work  of  his  life.  He  ap- 
plied himself,  with  renewed  activity 
md  interest,  to  the  study  of  law,  sub- 
sequently entering  the  law  department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor;  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
by  the  stale,  and  the  United  States 
District  and  Circuit  Courts,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, in'the  spring  of  1S66. 

It  was  wliile  engaged  in  the  success- 
ful practice  of  a  profession  in  which  he 
wcul  1  certainly  have  won  higli  rank, 
that  Mr.  Brice  was  led  into  a  line  of 
labor  in  which  he  hasachieved  remark- 
able success,  and  gained  material  re- 
wards of  a  most  magnificent  character 
— tliat  of  railroad  construction  and 
control.  In  the  winter  of  1S70— 71  he 
went  to  Kurope  in  the  interest  of  the 
Lake  Erie  &:  Louisville  railroad,  and 
procured  a  foreign  loan  which  secured 
its  construction  to    the   town  of  Lima. 


This,  the  first  railroad  in  which  he  had 
a  personal  interest,  afterwards  became 
the  Lake  Erie  ^:  Western,  a  line  six 
hundred  miles  in  length,  of  which  he 
is  President,  and  known  as  one  of 
the  best  .managed  and  most  prosperous 
properties  of  tliat  character  in  the 
country.  Besides  this  connection  with 
the  Lake  Erie  &  Western,  Mr.  Brice 
also  secured  the  construction  of  the 
division  of  the  Erie  Railroad  known 
as  tl;e  Chicago  &  Atlantic,  and  the 
location  in  his  home  city  of  Lima  of 
the  Lake  Erie  (Sc  Western  and  the  Day- 
ton &  Michigan  railroad  machine 
shops.  In  connection  with  Gen. 
Samuel  Thomas  and  other  well-known 
capitalists  of  Ohio  and  elsewhere,  he 
engaged  yet  more  extensively  in  rail- 
road operations,  showing  by  his  finan- 
cial genius,  far-seeing  judgment,  and 
courage  in  backing  his  conclusions  by 
the  investment  of  his  money,  that  he 
was  a  born  railroad  manager  and  pro 
jector.  and  sure  to  hold  a  vast  influ 
ence  in  the  railroad  affairs  of  America 
Among  the  many  ventures  of  this  char 
acter  in  which  he  has  been  or  is  en 
gaged,  tlie  following  may  be  men 
tione<i;  The  conception,  building, 
and  profitable  sale  of  the  New  York, 
Chicago  &  St.  Louis  Railway,  better 
known  as  the  •'Nickel  Plate,"  between 
Chicago  and  Buffalo — was  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  him.  He  is  at  present 
connected  with  the  Lake  Erie  &  West- 
ern ;  the  Chicago  &  Atlantic  ;  the 
Ohio  Central;  the  Richmond  &  Dan 
viUe  ;  the  Richmond  &  West  Point 
Terminal;    the    East    Tennessee.    Vir- 
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ginia  &  Ge  >rgia ;  the  Memphis  & 
Charleston;  the  Mobile  &  Birming- 
ham ;  the  Kentuclcy  Central  ;  the 
Dul'.ith,  South  Shore  &  Athntic:  and 
the  Marquette,  Houghton  &  Ontona- 
gan.  In  his  various  connections  with 
all  these  great  railroad  enterprises, 
whether  official  or  otherwise,  Mr. 
Brice  has  displayed  qualities  that  mark 
him  as  one  of  the  great  railroad  finan- 
ciers and  managers  of  the  day.  In 
commenting  upon  his  work  as  a  rail- 
road man,  the  Way  Bill,  of  a  recent 
date,  says:  '■  In  all  Mr.  Brice's  official 
relations  with  \arious  railroad  and 
other  corporate  properties,  he  has 
never  accepted  a  dollar  of  salary  for 
his  servi(;es.  In  the  range  of  our  ac- 
quaintance, we  do  not  know  another 
man  of  similar  position  of  whom  the 
same  can  be  said." 

In  a  brief  but  comprehensive  review 
of  Mr.  Brice's  railway  work  the  same 
publication  well  says:  "  In  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  he  made  corpora- 
tion law  a  specialty,  and  attained  great 
distincticJn  as  a  corporation  lawyer. 
This  line  of  practice  demonstrated  his 
excellent  business  judgment,  and  gave 
him  opportunity  to  become  interested 
in  various  enterprises  of  importance 
and  magnitude.  Finally  he  determined 
to  discontinue  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession,  in  order  to  devote  himself 
more  closely  to  railroad  development. 
and  to  give  personal  supervision  to  his 
other  important  interests.  Naturally. 
for  the  furtherance  of  his  new  aims  he 
i-ame  to  New  York  (in  iSSo),  where 
to-day  he  ranks  conspicuously  as  a  man 


of  affairs,  and  is  recognized  as  a  leader 
in  railroad  and  financial  circles.  If 
any  one  should  ask  the  first  score  of 
Wall  street  habitues  he  chanced  to 
meet, who  is  the  brightest  and  brainiest 
man  in  that  focus  of  enterprise  and 
financial  interests,  a  goodly  majority 
would  no  doubt  answer,  'Calvin  S. 
Brice.' 

•'In  that  field  wheremoney  and  brain 
concentrate,  he  is  universally  acknowl- 
edged a  leader.  He  is  a  very  unusual 
man.  and  byan  individuality  or  ma.'iner 
and  speech  impresses  one  instantly  with 
his  force  of  character  and  originality  of 
thought.  By  an  instantaneous  mental 
process  he  strips  a  proposition  of  every 
encumbrance  and  lays  it  bare  for  in- 
spection. His  best  protection  against 
iniposters  is  the  wonderful  way  he  has 
of  looking  at  a  man.  His  eye  fairly 
flashes  when  he  turns  it  on  anyone  with 
scrutinizing  intent.  His  manner  is  not 
nervous,  but  alert.  His  style  of  talk 
epigrammatic.  He  never  says  '  perhaps 
so,'  but  always  '  Yes'  or'  No.'  He  takes 
hold  of  a  subject  by  the  best  thought 
which  it  involves,  and  exhausts  it  in 
the  fewest  possible  words.  He  comes 
as  near  seeing  to  the  end  fr(.m  the  be- 
ginning, in  any  negotiation  of  finance 
or  plan  of  railroad  policy,  as  any  man 
we  know.  He  has  a  genius  for  ways 
and  means  in  the  furtherance  of  enter- 
prise and  for  mastering  circumstances. 
He  counts  time  by  the  minute  and 
never  allows  anyboily  to  waste  his.  By 
this  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  he  is  aj5 
incessant  worker.  (  h.  the  <ontrary  he 
spends   comparatively  few   hours  at  his 
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office,  but  during  that  time  he  is  ab- 
sorbed. One  thing  of  importance  after 
another  is  .disposed  of  in  such  quick 
succession,  that,  althougli  he  comes 
down-town  late  the  work  he  does  iu  a 
day  is  prodigious.  Phj'sically  he  takes 
his  ease,  but  mentally-  is  so  active  and 
untiring,  that  no  doubt  the  energy  of 
thoughtpushes  itself  even  into  his  sleep. 
He  is  a  man  of  quick  determination, 
bold  in  plans  and  aggressive  in  operation. 
He  is  noted  for  originating  vast  rail- 
road combinations,  and  for  dextrous 
management  of  enormous  monetary 
transactions.  He  has  acquired  a 
large  fortune,  and  wields  the  power 
that  comes  of  an  unlimited  credit  and 
a  wide  reputation  for  ability." 

The  vast  railroad  interests  with  which 
Mr.  Brice  has  been  and  is  connected, 
have  not  prevented  his  active  labor  in 
other  fields  of  investment  or  develop- 
ment. He  organized  and  became  presi- 
'  dent  of  the  gaslight  company  at  Lima; 
assumed  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Lima  upon  its 
incorporation,  and  has  been  the  promo- 
ter of,  or  a  large  stockholder  in,  many 
of  the  manufacturing  interests  in  that 
thriving  place.  He  is  also  identified 
with  the  Chase  National  Bank  of  New 
York,  and  a  leading  spirit  and  director 
of  the  Southern  Trust  Company. 

Contrary  to  an  opinion  expressed, 
Mr.  Brice  does  not  speculate  in  stocks. 
Purely  speculative  profits  appear  to 
have  little  charm  for  Mr.  Brice,  he 
rather  preferring  the  fruits  of  a  bold 
enterprise  in  his  particular  held  wherein 
his    many    friends    can    share  ;      and 


such  is  his  prestige  that  the  subscribers 
to  such  as  are  brought  out  by  him  are 
only  limited  by  the  amount  of  the 
subscription. 

Mr.  Brice  has  always  taken  a  deep 
personal  interest  in  political  affairs, 
and  has  devoted  much  time  and  la- 
bor to  the  fortunes  of  the  Democratic 
partj%  as  he  lias  ever  been  a  firm  be- 
liever in  Democratic  principles.  He 
has  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  politi- 
cal affairs  of  Ohio  ever  since  the  war, 
but  has  been  too  busy  to  accept  political 
office.  Elected  a  member  of  the  National 
Democratic  Committee,  he  served  in 
the  high  and  important  position  of 
chairman  of  the  Campaign  Committee 
during  the  Presidential  campaign  of 
iSSS;  and  so  great  was  the  ability 
shown  therein  that  upon  the  death  of 
W.  H.  Barnum,  he  was,  in  1SS9,  elect- 
ed to  the  chairmanship  of  the  National 
Committee,  holding  that  of  chairman 
of  the  Executive  Conimittee  as  well. 
These  facts  speak  .significantly  of  Mr. 
Brice's  ability  in  the  field  of  politics, 
and  prefigure  increased  usefulness  in 
the  future.  He  is  yet  a  young  man  for 
such  high  elevation,  and  tlie  qualities 
that  have  won  so  much  in  the  past  are 
sure  to  secure  even  greater  honors  in 
the  future. 

As  a  trustee  of  the  Miami  university 
in  Ohio,  vice-president  of  the  Ohio 
society  in  New  York,  vice-president  of 
the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity  of 
New  York,  a  member  of  the  .Manhattan, 
the  Lotos,  the  Athletic,  and  other 
leading  clubs,  and  in  like  positions  of 
a  public  or  social  character,  Mr.  Brice 
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has  proved  himself  a  useful  and 
companionable  man.  Although  en- 
grossed in  business  and  social  affairs. 
he  never  -carries  them  into  the  iiuiet 
atmosphere  '^f  home.  As  soon  as  he 
turns  from  .lis  office  in  the  afternoon, 
by  a  wonde.'ful  power  of  self-control, 
he  shakes  off  all  business  care,  and 
goes  happily  to  a  home  that  is  palatial 
in  its  appointments  and  restful  in  its 
lu.xury.  There,  environed  by  the  ten- 
derness of    family   ties,  and   delitchted 
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by  the  Ljrace  of  culture  and  the  beauty 
of  art,  Mr.  Brice  welcomes  his  friend* 
to  royal  hospitality  and  most  enjoyable 
entertainment.  Tliere  he  does  not 
talk  with  jealous  care  to  save  every 
word  he  can.  but  gives  himself  freeh 
to  the  enjoyment  of  his  enviable  sur- 
roundings and  the  inspiring  influence 
of  genial  companionship.  He  is  keenly 
appreciative  of  rare  paintings  and  other 
works  (jf  art,  and  has  a  genuine  fond- 
ness for  ''ood  hooks. 


DANIEL  L.    LIBBEV. 


Two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago 
Robert  Trelawney  and  Moses  Good- 
year, o^  Plymouth,  England,  had  a 
trading  post  near  Cape  Elizabeth,  on 
the  coast  of  Maine,  at  which  one  John 
Winter  was    their   agent. 

Among  the  men  employed  as  a  fisher- 
man under  John  Winter  as  early  as 
1635  (as  shown  by  accounts  yet  in  ex- 
istence), was  John  Libby.  who  was 
born  ia  England  in  the  beginning  of 
the  seventeenth  century  and  who  (as 
shown  by  the  charges  against  his  wages 
of  five  pounds  a  year)  w.is  a  prudent 
man,  who  did  not  waste  his  substance 
riotously.  He  became  after^-ard  a 
farmer  in  the  town  of  Scarborougli, 
where  he  became  a  selectman,  and 
was,  according  to  local  history,  "for 
many  years  one  of  the  town's  principal 
planters." 

He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children, 
whose  descendants  are  so  numerous 
that  in  Maine  the  name  ranks  almost 
with  the  Smiths    and  Browns.      In  the 


wars  with  the  Indians  he  suffered  the 
destruction  of  his  home  and  crops,  and 
in  his  old  age  appears  to  have  had 
little  left  to  rely  upon  for  support  but 
his  children. 

The  race  of  his  descendants  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  over  ambitious  for 
wealth  or  honors,  but  the  family  gene- 
alogist could  write  with  some  pride  and 
undoubted  truth,  that  in  Maine,  where 
they  are  numerous,  it  had  been  re- 
marked to  him  by  many  "that  they 
ne\er  knew  of  a  criminal  or  a  pauper 
named  Libbey." 

.\moiig  them  have  been  man\ 
deacons  and  clergvnien.  and  the 
list  of  Libbeys  who  served  in  the 
Civil  war  looks  almost  like  the  muster 
roll  of  a  regiment.  From  the  original 
John  Libby,  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion, in  a  direct  line,  tiie  subject  oi 
this  sketch  is  descended  ;  a  line  of 
farmers,  meclianics  and  lumbermen,, 
from  whom  he  inherited  a  good  physi- 
cal constitution    and    habits    of    thrift. 
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prudence  and  sobriety.  To  the  family 
traits  he  has  added  a  degree  of  enter- 
prise and  energy  which  have  wrought 
out  a  successful,  honnrable  and  very 
useful  career.  His  father,  Nathaniel 
Libbey,  followed  the  sea  in  his  youth-, 
but  at  ttie  ftge  of  twenty-three  married 
and  setlJed  in  Ossipee,  New  Hamp- 
shire. H^re  his  son",  Daniel  Lord 
Libbey,  was  born  October  28,  i?>i},. 
the  fifth  of  e  family  of  eleven  cliildren. 
When  Caniel  was  about  ten  \ears 
old  his  fatl«r  removed  to  Bethlehem. 
New  Hampshire,  where  lie  was  engaged 
in  lumbering  several  years,  and  then  in 
farming.  He  was  a  selectman  of  the 
town  several  years  and  represented  it 
in  the  legilS^-ture  of  the  state.  When 
Daniel  was  about  seventeen  his  father 
died,  leaving  his  widowed  mother  with 
six  childre-H  younger  tiiau  himself  and 
scanty  means. 

The  situation  required  that  he  should 
in  some  way  provide  for  himself,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  started  out  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world  as  best 
he  might. 

His  education  had  been  such  as  the 
common  schools  of  New  Hampshire 
afford««i.ia  the  boys  of  that  time,  and 
without  a  very  definite  idea  of  how  or 
where  he  was  to  begin,  he  went  to  Bos- 
ton and  thence  to  Lowell,  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  found  em[)loynient  in 
an  iron  foundry,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  a  moulder.  He  fallowed  this  occu- 
pation industriously,  saving  a  little 
money  from  his  earnings,  until  the  fall 
^  of  1S49. 

When    the    discovery  was    made   of 


gold  in  Calif(Knia,  and  reports  began 
to  tloat  eastward  of  fortunes  in  the 
gulches  and  runs  and  fiats  of  the  newly 
acquired  territory,  waiting  only  for  the 
pick  and  shovel  and  pan  of  the  gold- 
digger,  it  is  not  strange  that  a  thrill  ran 
through  the  hearts  and  minds  of  many 
muscular  toilers  in  shops  and  factories 
and  on  farms,  where  the  labor  of  a  year 
showed  small  and  unsatisfactory  gains 
— or  none  at  all.  Nor,  perhaps  was  it 
strange  that  in  the  rush  and  anxiety  to 
reach  and  gather  a  share  of  the  golden 
harvest,  many  hurried  out  thought- 
lessly, illy-prepared,  with  either  means 
or  information,  to  reach  and  make 
avilable  the  golden  opportunities  of 
whicli  they  heard  so  much. 

The  bones  of  horses,  cattle  and  men 
were  strewn  along  the  overland  route. 
The  fevers  of  the  isthmus  found  hun- 
dreds of  victims.  Thousands,  ex- 
hausted in  body  and  purse  before  they 
reached  the  western  slope  of  the  Sierra 
Nevadas.  succumbed  and  sank  into 
nameless  graves.  Many  returned  poorer 
than  when  they  set  out.  Some  sue 
ceeded  only  to  fall  into  lives  of  de- 
bauchery and  crime.  But  some  were 
successful  ;  a  few  only,  compara- 
tively, more  than  moderately  success- 
ful. 

Mr.  Libbey,  liJce  many  other  young 
men,  heard  of  the  rich  gold  diggings 
and  resohed  to  try  his  fortune  there- 
But  to  him,  as  to  some  others,  the 
matter  of  going  or  not  going  was  a 
business  problem.  Risks  were  to  be 
taken  in  going  at  all,  but  to  reduce  the 
risk  to  a  minimum,  he  and  hiscompaii- 
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ions  made   the   adventure   a   legitimate 
business  enterprise. 

He  became  one  of  a  company  of  one 
hundred  who  invested  a  capital  of 
three  hundred  dollars  each  in  a  ship 
and  cargo  for  the  San  Francisco  mar- 
ket. The  company  was  formed  in 
December,  1S49,  and  on  the  4th  dav 
of  February,  1S50.  they  sailed  from 
Boston;  a  company  of  genuine  '-Ar- 
gonauts of  '49."  After  a  fairly  good 
voyage  of  five  months  and  a  day,  they 
readied  San  Francisco  on  the  5th  of 
July.  \ot  without  some  risk,  of 
co'ar.se.  Xot  without  encountering 
some  perils  which  those  who  staid  at 
home  avoided.  Thick  weather  between 
the  coa'st  of  Patagonia  and  the  Falk- 
land Islands,  in  which  for  days  the  sun 
was  not  visible,  rendered  a  shipwreck 
not  improbable.  A  terrific  gale  of 
forty-eight  hours  off  Cape  Horn,  threat- 
ened to  terminate  their  voyage  and 
their  lives  together.  But  when  they 
reached  and  sailed  into  the  Golden 
Gate  their  original  capital  was  with 
them  unimpaired.  They  sold  their 
cargo  and  paid  off  a  debt  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  contracted  in  its  purchase. 
Then  they  sold  their  ship,  each  took 
his  share  of  the  proceeds  and  went  iiis 
way. 

Mr.  Libbey,  with  two  companions, 
made  his  way  to  the  diggings  with  pick 
pan  and  shovel.  For  three  years  he 
worked  and  lived  the  life  of  a  miner  in 
the  early  days  in  California — not  the 
happy-go-lucky  life  evolved  from  tlu- 
imagination  of  Mark  Twain  or  Bret 
Harte  ;    not   by  any  means   the    life    of 


mingled  labor,  debauchery  and  crime 
which  the  dime-novel  writers  depict 
for  thf  amusement  and  instruction  of 
ingenuous  yo'tth.  Not  anything  like 
that.  But  a  life  of  hard  work,  of  pri- 
vation, of  isolation  from  all  that  makes 
life  pleasant — excepting  the  hope  of 
sometime  returning  to  the  old  home 
with  the  means  of  rising  above  the  hard 
necessity  of  toiling  only  for  daily 
bread. 

.\fter  three  years  of  this  life,  Mr. 
Libbey  returned  home,  but  after  a  visit 
of  three  or  four  months  went  back  and 
spent  two  years  more  in  California, 
engaged  most  of  the  time  in  mining. 

In  the  spring  of  1855  he  returned 
home  and  was  married,  and  in  the  fall 
of  that  year  removed  to  the  state  of 
Wisconsin,  with  a  few  thousand  dollars 
iif  accumulated  capital,  and  a  deter- 
mination to  engage  in  the  lumbering 
business. 

The  little  city  of  Oshkos-ji  had  shaken 
off  its  villagehood  in  the  spring  of 
1S53,  and  put  on  the  name  and  as- 
sumed the  airs  (in  a  small  way),  of  a 
city.  With  a  population  of  about  4,000 
in  1S55,  it  was  the  seat  of  an  active  in- 
ihistry  in  the  nianufacturt-  of  lumber, 
and  was  feeling  its  way  towards  its 
present  posiiion  as  the  linancial  and 
business  ct-ntre  nf  a  large  territory 
which  was  tilling  up  with  ari  enterpris- 
ing population.  No  railniads  had  yet 
reached  that  point,  and  the  business 
I  if  lumbering  then  was  subject  to  vicis- 
situdes wliii  li  could  not  be  foreseen. 
It  was  only  the  prudent,  industrious 
and    sagacious    men  engaged   in   it  who 
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were  successful.  Those  who  had  not 
some  previous  knowledge  of  tlie  busi- 
ness were  usually  unsuccessful. 

In  his  boyhood  Mr.  Libbey  had 
known  something  of  it,  his  father  hav- 
ing been  engaged  in  lumbering  at  Beth- 
lehem, New  Hampshire,  several  years. 
His  preparation  for  such  a  business 
was  oidy  that  experience  of  his  boy- 
hood, nine  years  of  hard  work  at  his 
trade  and  five  years  of  roughing  it  in 
the  mining  regions  of  California. 

But  by  that  experience  he  had 
learned  to  know  and  appreciate  the 
value  of  money  better  than  oae  who 
inherited  it,  or  to  whom  it  came 
easily. 

And  he  had  other  qualifications 
which  probably  would  have  made  him 
successful  in  any  business — a  good 
constitution,  quiet,  but  untiring  energy 
and  sagacity  to  see  and  take  the  op- 
portunities •  which  presented  them- 
selves. 

To  this  little  Western  city  of  Osh- 
kosh  Mr.  Libbey  went  to  engage  in  his 
chosen  occupation  at  the  age  of  thirty-" 
two.  His  first  investment  was  the  pur- 
chase of  an  undivided  half  of  a  saw- 
mill. The  other  half  was  owned  by 
Mr.  John  Chase.  Instead  of  forming 
any  business  connection,  the  two  men 
operated  the  mill  alternately  for  two 
years  (a  New  England  idea),  each  run- 
ning it  one-half  the  time  during  the 
sawing  season  on  his  own  account. 
Then  Mr.  Libbey  purchased  the  inter- 
est of  Mr.  Chase  in  the  mill. 

For  many  years  after  that  purchase 
Mr.  Libbey  went  on,  quietly  and  unos- 


tentatiously pursuing  his  business  of 
manufacturing  and  selling  lumber.  His 
close  attention  to  and  sagacious  man- 
agement of  his  business  ensured  its 
success,  and  he  soon  began  to  be 
known,  and  inspire  confidence  as  a 
man  fair  and  honorable  in  his  dealings 
and  true  to  all  obligations  ;  a  safe  man 
who  was  reasonably  sure  to  score  a 
success. 

The  details  from  year  to  year  of  the 
operations  and  growth  of  such  a  busi- 
ness as  his  at  that  time  need  not  be 
enlarged  upon.  It  would  be  but  a 
continuous  narrative  of  close  applica- 
tion, economy,  prudence  and  good 
judgment  in  the  management;  and 
gradual  extension  of  his  operations  and 
investments. 

The  energetic  character  of  Mr.  Lib- 
bey was  well  illustrated  in  1S62.  His 
mill  and  a  large  quantity  of  lumber 
were  entirely  consumed  by  fire.  It  was 
nearly  or  quite  impossible  at  that  time 
to  procure  insuiance  on  that  kind  of 
property  in  Oshkoshandhe  had  none. 
It  was  a;  serious  blow  to  him  but  he 
went  energetically  to  work  to  rebuild 
and  in  ninety  days  he  had  a  new 
antl  better  mill  in  operation  on  the  site 
of  the  old  one. 

In  a  fe\y  years  lie  began  to  take  rank 
among  the  capitalists  and  solid  men  of 
the  growing  city.  In  1871,  the  Union 
National  Bank  of  Oshkosh  was  organ- 
ized with  Sioo,coo  capital.  Mr.  Lib- 
bey has  been  a  director  and  its  presi- 
dent from  the  beginning. 

While  he  has  been  accumidating  by 
his  industry  and  sound  judgment  until 
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he  Stands  among  the  wealthiest  men  of 
the  city  of  Oshkosh,  he  has  been  fore- 
most iti  aiding  its  growth  and  develop- 
ment by  the  use  of  his  capital  in  aid  of 
the  skill  and  industry  of  others  in  vari- 
ous business  enterprises.  In  this  re- 
spect he  might  boast  (but  for  the  fact 
that  he  never  boasts  of  anything),  of 
the  share  he  has  borne  in  promoting 
the  prosperity  of  the  city. 

He  is  a  large  stockholder  in  and 
president  of  the  Williamson  &  Libbey 
Lumber  Co.,  which  was  incorporated 
in  1879  to  continue  tiie  business  of 
the  former  firm  of  \Villiamson,  Libbey 
&  Co.  This  corporation  has  a  saw-mill 
and  extensive  factory  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  sash,  doors,  blinds,  and  other 
finished  work. 

He  is  President  of  the  Oshkosh 
Waterworks  Company,  which  supplies 
the  city  with  water,  and  of  the  Maple 
City  Chair  Co.,  which  is  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  which  its  name  indic- 
ates. He  is  treasurerof  the  Thompson 
Carriage  Co.,  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  carriages.  In  these  enterprises 
the  use  of  his  capital  creates  employ- 
ment for  a  great  number  of  men  and 
sustains  many  families. 

He  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Oshkosh 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 

In  addition  to  these  home  enterprises, 
he,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Orville 
Beach,  of  Oshkosh,  owns  and  operates 
a  saw-mill  at  the  state  line  between 
Wisconsin  and  Michigan  on  the  Mil- 
waukee, Lake  Shore  &  Western  rail- 
road.' He  is  also  President  of  the 
Hintze  Baker  Co.,  of   Chicago,  a  cor- 


coration  which  sells  to  the  amount  of 
half  a  million  dollars  annually  of  sash, 
doors  and  other  factory  products. 

All  these  enterprises  receive  a  share 
of  his  personal  attention,  and  it  goes 
without  5;iyingthat  he  is  always  a  busy 
man.  But  he  finds  time  also  to  give 
attention  to  a  fine  farm  of  three  hun- 
dred acres  which  he  owns,  half  a  mile 
north  of  the  city,  on  the  shore  of  the 
beautiful  lake  'Winnebago,  and  to  take 
an  interest  in  and  ser\e  as  president  of 
the  Oshkosh  Creamery  Co.,  recently 
organized  and  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  creamery  butter. 

Many  business  enterprises  have  been 
aided  by  loans  of  his  money  on  favor- 
able terms.  His  willingness  to  rassist  ' 
others  in  that  way  has  sometimes  led 
him  to  making  larger  loans  than  the 
security  would  justify,  and  by  reason 
of  the  failure  of  the  plans  of  the  bor- 
rowers he  has  been  sometimes  com- 
pelled to  take  the  security.  So  he  has, 
without  intending  it,  become  the  owner 
of  considerable  real  estate  in  the  city, 
some  of  which  has  necessitated  entries 
to  the  wrong  side  of  profit  and  loss 
account. 

.\Tr.  Libbey  has  never  posed  as  a 
philanthropist  or  public  benefactor. 
Hut  by  the  honest  and  honorable 
methods  by  which  he  has  acquired  a 
fortune,  and  especially  by  the  manner 
in  which  he  is  using  it,  he  is  fairly  en- 
titled to  be  considereil  fas  he  is  con- 
sidered) as  one  who  deserves  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  the  people  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

Plain    and    unassuminfc  in    manner, 


and  exceptionally  modest  and  reticent 
as  to  his  own  achievements,  he  com- 
mands the  respect  alike  of  the  poor 
and  the  rich,  the  toilers  for  daily 
bread  and  the  successful  and  fortunate 
who  have  attained  to  wealth  and  social 
position.  He  has  acquired  wealth 
fairly  and  honorably,  and  uses  it  to  the 
advantage  of  the  community  as. well  as 
his  own . 

Such  a  man  becomes  in  a  sense  a 
public  benefactor — not  because  of  any 
special  intention,  but  by  reason  of  his 
very  nature,  which  leads  him  to  such  a 
course  of  investments  and  dealings  as 
will  benefit  his  neighbors  as  well  as 
himself. 

Whatever  Mr.  Libbey  does,  either  in 
his  own  or  in  public  affairs,  is  done 
without  any  ostentation,  so  modestly 
as  to  indicate  a  shrinking  from  obser- 
vation or  notoriety.  Though  his  name 
never  appears  prominently  at  tlie  head 
of  subscription  lists,  when  public  en- 
terprises are  discussed  and  organized, 
he  is  one  who  is  ahva\s  counted  upon 
to  bear  his  fair  part  in  carrying  them 
out. 

It  was  not  long  ago  that  the  writer 
heard  his  name  mentioned  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  poor  old  woman  whom  sick- 
ness and  misfortune  had  involved  in 
straits  which  threatened  to  leave  her 
no  resource  but  the  pour-house  in  her 
old  age.  Her  life  had  been  in  a  very 
humble  sphere  and  she  was  scarcely 
known  to  any  but  her  near  neighbors. 
When  his  narue  was  menti'ined  she  was 
efEufi--e  in  her  praises  and  e.xpressions 
of  gratitude    for    something  which    he 


MAGAZIXE    OF    irF.STF.hW    HISTORY. 

had   done    to    relieve    her    necessities. 


There  are  many  of  the  poor  and  lowly 
who  are  ready  to  join  in  the  praise  of 
>Tr.  Libbey.  W  hat  he  has  done  for 
them  no  one  will  learn  from  him,  for 
of  himself  and  his  own  deeds  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  get  him  to  speak.  ^Vhile  al- 
ways taking  such  interest  in  general 
and  municipal  affairs  as  marks  the 
good  citizen,  he  has  been  too  busy  a 
man  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  public 
affairs.  He  has  several  times  served 
as  alderman  in  the  City  Council  and 
also  as  a  member  of  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors.  His  intelligent  and 
conscientious  discharge  of  his  duties  in- 
those  positions,  and  the  influence 
which  his  sound  judgment  and  charac- 
ter secured  in  them,  are  evidence  that 
he  might  be  a  valuable  representative 
in  higher  positions.  But  he  is  not 
only  too  busy  but  too  modest  a  man  to 
enter  the  lists  for  public  honors.  His 
disposition  is  rather  to  shrink  from 
than  to  desire  any  prominence  before 
the  public.  Therefore  it  is  not  be- 
cause of  special  prominence  in  public 
atlairs  that  Mr.  Libbey  has,  and  is 
justly  entitled  to,  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  men.  Nor  is  it 
because  he  has  acquired  wealth  only, 
for  some  do  that  who  have  neither  the 
respect  nor  confidence  of  others. 

It  is  because  in  a  comparatively 
pre-eminent  degree  he  is  a  representative 
man  of  a  class,  to  whom,  more  than  to 
any  other,  is  due  the  continued  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  many  thriving 
cities  of  the  West. 

Preachers  may  preach  against,  poets 
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may  deride,  and  social  theorists  may 
lament  the  genera!  pursuit  of  the  "Al- 
mighty Dollar."  But  the  one  purpose 
whirh  our  whole  social  system  .sets  be- 
fore the  youth  on  the  threshold  of 
manhood  as  above  all  else,  is  to  "'  get 
on  "  in  the  world.  The  dream  and 
hope  of  fathers  and  mothers  who  toil 
and  scheme  and  save  to  educate  their 
children,  is  that  they  may  give  them  a 
good  start  in  the  race  for  "  getting 
on."  And  to  "get  on"  in  every- 
body's vocabularly  means  first  to  get 
beyond  the  condition  of  wage-workers, 
and  nevt  to  acrumu!at&  wealth.  The 
aspiration  may  be — usually  is — purely 
selfish,  taking  thought  for  nothing  be- 
yond the*  prosperity  of  the  individual 
or  the  family.  Hut  the  prosperity  of 
a  nation,  a  state,  or  a  city  is  but  the 
sum  of  the  prosperity  of  the  individ- 
uals composing  it.  The  moving  force 
which  breaks  into  and  peoples  a  wil- 
derness, fells  forests,  and  turns  bound- 
less prairies  into  productive  fields,  is 
the  individual  ambition  to"  get  on  in 
the  world."  In  some  ccceptional  in- 
stances men  may  grow  rich  upon  the 
adversities  and  prosper  upon  the  want 
of  prosperity  of  their  neighbors.  But 
usually  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  is 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  any. 
Most  prosperous  men  know  and  act 
upon  this  fact,  seeking  only  prosper- 
ous communities  for  their  places  of 
abode  and  investment — but  only  with 
the  idea  of  "  getting  on." 

It  is  to  the  honor  and  credit  of  Mr. 
I,ibt)ey',  and  men  like  him.  that  while 
getting  on  themselves  theyintentionally 


so  use  their  own  prosperity  and  its  re- 
sults as  to  assist  others  in  getting  on 
also,  and  so  foster  and  build  up  inter- 
ests which  stimulate  and  promote  tin- 
growth  and  general' prosperity  of  their 
city  or  town. 

Modern  civilization  is  presenting 
many  serious  problems  for  the  consid 
eration  of  the  social  and  political 
philosopher.  In  the  almost  infinitesi- 
mal subdivision  of  labor,  resulting 
from  improved  methods,  the  substitu- 
tion of  machinery  for  muscle  more  and 
more,  and  the  strain  of  sharp  active 
competition,  the  problem  of  the  steady 
and  remunerative  employment  of  labor 
is  becoming  the  most  serious. 

.A  man  who.  like  Mr.  Libbey,  looks 
around  for  opportunities  to  embark 
capital  in  manufacturing  enterprises 
which  tend  to  diversify  the  pursuits  of 
local  industry,  helps  in  some  degree  to 
solve  that  problem.  Of  course  all  ac- 
cumulated capital  cannot  be  so  em- 
ployed; but  the  man  who  does  so  em- 
ploy it  successfully  is  a  benefactor. 

Mr.  Libbey  is  a  plain  man  of  busi- 
ness, as  unostentatious  as  when  he  was 
younger  and  poorer:  always  genial  and 
pleasant  in  manner,  and  still  as  sturdy 
and  vigorous  apparently  as  many  men 
twenty  years  younger.  He  gives  to  his 
various  interests  the  same  constant  and 
careful  attentiiMi  that  has  made  him  so 
successful  hitherto. 

Mr.  Libbey  was  first  married  May 
29,  1855,  to  Mary  Caroline  Reynolds, 
of  Greenfield,  New  Hampshire.  She 
died  January  29,  1S69.  June  11,  1S72. 
he  was  married   to  Laura    A.  Reed,  of 
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Phillips,  Maine.  K.  Las  four  child- 
ren livint;.  His  son  Frank  is  now  in 
charge  of  Hiis  father's  business  at  Stati- 
Line.  His  oldest  son,  a  young  man  of 
great  promise,  died  several  years  ago. 

Though  the  ancestor  of  Mr.  Libbey 
did  not  come  over  in  the  historic  May- 
flower, he  followed  her  track  ver3-soon 
after  the  landing  of  the  pilgrims  on 
Plymouth  Rock.  Though  his  posterity 
perhaps  cannot  be  classed  among  the 
•'Brahmin  Caste"  of  New  England, 
they  have  long  furnished  a  numerous 
and  respectable  contingent  of  the  old 
Nov.-  England  stock  which  has  marched 
with  the  steady  march  of  civilization  to 
the  conquest  of  the  magnificent  wilder- 
ness. upoiT    the    edge    of    which    those 


early  immigrants  planted  the  germ  of 
those  formative  ideas  which  have  per- 
meated the  constitutions  and  institu- 
tions of  tlie  great  West.  Among  the 
numerous  posterity  of  the  early  emi- 
grant and  fisherman  John  Libby,-  who 
are  now  scattered  over  the  wliole  land, 
are  many  who  hold  honored  and  res- 
pected social  position,  riot  because 
they  can  trace  a  long  line  of  ancestry 
but  because  of  their  own  merits  and 
virtues,  .\mong  those  deserving  and 
enjoying  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  who  know  them,  Daniel  L.  Libbey 
is  a  worthy  member  of  one  of  the  few 
American  families  whose  ancestry  can 
be  so  traced.  Gf.orgf  Gary. 
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The  life  of  George  Gary  is  an  illus- 
tration of  the  fact  that  extensive  infor- 
mation may  be  acquired,  and  a  career 
of  varied  -usefulness  made  possible,  in 
the  face  of  natural  obstacles,  when 
there  is  a  disposition  to  do  something 
at  least,  even  though  the  physical 
strength  might  not  be  equal  to  the  full 
measure  of  a  great  ambition. 

Mr.  Gary  was  born  o[i  March  i6. 
iS24,at  Potsdatu.  St.  I^awrence  county, 
New  York,  the  son  of  parents  who 
found  life  a  struggle  in  material  ways, 
and  were  unable  to  give  their  son  the 
advantages  their  affection  would  have 
.lesircd.and  his  de^ire  for  knowledge 
suggested.  When  he  was  but  five  year* 
of  age  the  familv   removed   to  Clinton 


county,  in  the  same  state,  where  he 
passed  the  ne.Kt  nine  years — most  of 
the  time  in  the  heart  of  the  woods, 
where  under  the  benign  teachings  of 
nature  he  learned  much  that  was  not 
in  books,  and  missed  mucli  that  had 
to  be  acquired  by  the  slow  labor  of 
later  years.  For  a  sad  misfortune  be- 
fell him  in  early  childhood  that  carried 
an  effect  into  all  his  after-life.  When 
but  two  years  of  age  he  was  attacked 
v.'ith  a  violent  inflammation  of  the 
eyes  from  which  he  has  never  recov- 
ered. During  boyhood  and  youth  lie 
was  frequently  confined  to  a  dark 
room  for  extended  periods;  and  when 
■*^e  attended  school  he  was  often  com- 
pelled to  so  sit  that  he  should  not  face 
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a  window.  Yet  in  spite  of  theso  diffi- 
culties he  acquired  the  rudiments  of  an 
English  •  education  in  the  country 
schools,  supplemented  by  several 
terms  at  the  Kceseville  Acadeniy,  .    , 

Upon  advice  that  a  sea  voyage  might 
be  beneficial  to  his  eyes,  young  Gary, 
in  the  spring  of  1S45,  and  in  his 
twenty-first  year,  shipf)ed  in  a  whaler 
for  a  voyage  around  Cape  Horn,  re- 
turning in  another  ship  in  the  fall  of 
1S47,  having  spent  nearly  two  years  at 
sea,  and  se>-en  months  at  Callao,  in 
Peru.  He  returned  with  his  vision 
Somewhat  improved,  and  with  the  con- 
clusion that  his  poor  eye-sight  and  not 
very  strong  physical  constitTition  did 
not  metft  tlie  severe  demands  of  a 
sailor's  life. 

Estopped  as  to  an  out-door  life  be- 
<:ause  he  could  not  stand  sunshine  or 
dust,  and  by  the  same  cause  from 
the  e.xercise  of  the  natural  me- 
chanical gifts  with  which  he  was 
endowed — his  ambition  ha\-ing  a 
decided  _bent  in  that  direction — Mr. 
Gary  turned  to  tlie  school-room,  teach- 
ing in  the  winter  and  engaging  in  mis- 
cellaneous occupations  during  the  sum- 
mers until  1S50.  AVith  eyes  further 
imprt)ved  by  a  surgical  operation,  he 
went  to  Wisconsin,  hoping,  as  he  once 
expressed  to  the  writer  of  this,  to  naeet 
such  opportunities  in  the  new  country 
of  the  West  as  n-uuld  at  least  enable 
him  to  make  a  living,  and  adding  with 
a  suggestion  of  sadness:  ••  Whatever 
ambition  I  might  liave  had  was  utterly 
quenched  by  the  condition  of  my  eyes 
before  I  was  of  age."     This  hope  was 


not  only  realized  but  n««:h  was  added; 
and  although  he  commenced  life 
humbly  in  the  new  home,  his  abilities 
and  higlt  i^ualities  of  mind  and  charac- 
ter iKttre  .■Hot  long  in  finding  recogni- 
tion. 

Mr.  Gary  reached  Oshkosh — which 
has  since  been  his  home — about  June 
ist,  in  the  year  above  named,  with  no 
fixed  profession  or  callings  no  business 
experience,  and  with  a  total  capital  of 
ten  dollars  in  cash.  He  engaged  as  a 
clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  a  small  for- 
warding, steamboating  and  commission 
business  until  the  fall  of  1854.  He 
had  already  made  so  favorable  an  im- 
pression upon  his  neighbors  and  the 
community,  that  in  1S53  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature 
for  the  term  of  1854,  and  re-elected  to 
that  of  1S55,  as  representative  in  the 
assembly  from  Winnebago  county;  and 
serving  as  Speaker /^^.i  titn.  during  the 
last  year  of  service.  In 'T«56  and  1857 
he  was  engaged  in  the  forwarding  and 
commission  business;  from  the  fall  of 
1S57  until  January  i,  1S61,  was  clerk 
of  the  courts  of  Winnebago  county — 
before  and  during  which  time  he  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  study  of  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring 
of  iS"6i.  In  1S62,  upon  the  passage  of 
the  internal  revenue  law,  Mr.  Gary 
was  appointed  assessor  of  internal  re 
venue  for  the  fifth  district  of  Wiscon- 
sin, w'jich  then  included  thirteen 
counties.  He  resigned  from  that  po- 
sition in  the  spring  of  1865. 

Mr.  Gary  was  elected  to  tlie  state 
senate   from  the  Winnebago  district   in 
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1867,  but  resigned  after  the  first 
session,  to  take  the  position  of  registf^r 
in  bankruptcy,  to  which  he  had  been 
appointed.  Chosen  to  the  position  of 
county  judge,  he  in  turn  resigned  the 
registership.  While  upon  the  bench 
he  made  a  record  for  conspicuous  hon- 
esty and  ability,  and  was  endorse!  by 
the  people  by  successive  re-elections, 
covering  the  period  from  January  i. 
1870,  until  April  i,  1SS2  ;  at  which 
latter  date  he  voluntarily  laid  down 
the  judgeship  to  resume  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  Fie  was  nominated 
for  Judge  of  the  Third  Judicial  Circuit 
of  Wisconsin  in  the  spring  of  1SS4  but 
was  defeated. 

Judge  Gary,  has  proven  his  abilit\- 
and  usefulness  in  yet  other  fields  of 
labor.  In  1S79  he  published  "  Gary's 
Probate  Law,"  which  is  a  standard 
work  on  the  practice  in  the  probate 
courts  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 
and  is  used  to'  a  wide  extent  in  many 
other  states  in  the  West.  From  185:: 
to  1S6S  he  probably  made  as  many 
political  speeches  as  any  man  in  Wis- 
consin. In  politics  he  was  a  W'hig 
until  the  dissolution  of  that  party, 
since  which  he  has  been  a  Republican. 
Among  his  varied  experiences  was  that 
of  editor  of  a  newspaper  for  a  brief 
period.  He  was  married  in  1S54  to 
.Miss    Georgiana    Enerv,    and    of    four 


children  born  to  them,  they  have  a  son 
and  daughter  yet  living. 

The  further  remark  has  been  made 
to  the  writer  by  Judge  Gary,  that  if  his 
life  gave  any  idea,  it  would  be  that  "of 
a  man  wlio  lacks  continuity  of  effort 
on  predetermined  lines."  Whether 
this  may  or  may  not  be  a  correct  view, 
it  is  certainly  held  with  good  reason  by 
those  who  know  Judge  Gary  best,  that 
he  has  achieved  a  reputation  and 
evolved  a  character  out  of  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, that  show  the,  possession 
of  great  natural  powers,  and  a  willing- 
ness to  turn  his  hand  to  whatever  of 
honest  labor  proffered  itself.  The 
works  of  a  literary  character  he  has 
essayed  at  various  isolated  periods  of 
his  career,  show  him  the  possessor  of 
the  literary  faculty  in  a  high  degree  : 
a  faculty,  we  are  sure,  that  would  have 
broadly  developed  had  not  the  iron- 
bound  circumstances  of  life  held  him 
within  a  limited  field.  As  an  executive 
official  he  has  been  honest  and  faithful: 
as  a  law-maker,  wise  and  broad- 
minded;  as  a  judge,  upright,  and 
trusted  the  fullest  by  those  v.-ho  knew 
him  best  ;  and,  as  a  citizen  has  ful- 
filled all  the  duties  of  citizenship  with 
a  faithfulness  that  leaves  nothing  to  be 
asked.  More  ambitious  things  might 
be   said   of    a    man  :    better  ones  could 
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It  was  expected  bv  tliL-  trustees  of  the  Gar- 
field Monument  Association,  that  the  beautiful 
memorial  building  in  Lake  View  cetiietcry, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  would  be  ready  for  dedica- 
tion on  the  eighth  anniversary  of  Garfield's 
death,  but  as  the  statue  which  is  being  pre- 
pared for  the  rotunda  could  not  be  ready  in 
time,  that  event  has  been  postponed  until 
Decoration  Day,  i8go.  The  statue  will  be 
about  eight  feet  high,  and  will  represent  Gar- 
field as  having  just  arisen  from  a  chair.  The 
chair  will  be  cut  from  the  same  piece  as  the 
statue.  Arrangements  have  so  far  progressed 
that  it  is  known  ex-President  Hayes,  president 
of  the  association,  will  deliver  a  brief  opening 
address,  while  the  main  speech  of  the  occasi'vii 
will  be  delivered  by  Gen.  J.  D.  C.x,  ex  Go\- 
ernor  of  Ohio.  He  was  a  warm  personal  friend 
of  Garfield,  and  served  with  him  in  the  Ohio 
Senate.  President  Harrison  will  be  invited, 
and  in  all  probability  will  be  present.  The 
name  Garfield  Monument  Association  will  be 
changed  to  the  Garfield  Memorial  .\ssociaiion 
upon  the  assembling  of  the  Ohio  legislature,  so 
that  the  character  of  the  structure  erected  will 
be  more  properly  described. 
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the  illustrious  dead.  Gov.  Fifcr. 
as  always  believed  that  the  remain.- 
rious  general  should  have   been   in 

bosom  of  Illinois,  his  natal  state  ; 


but  he  questions  the  propriety  of  agitating  the 
question  while  Gen.  Grant's  family,  who  should 
be  the  sole  judges  in  the  mattei,  are  living. 
Either  Arlington  or  the  Soldiers'  Home,  near 
Washington,  he  says,  would,  however,  be  pre- 
ferable to  the  spot  where  the  great  hero  now 
sleeps.  Cow  Beaver,  of  Pennsylvania,  says  he 
would  not  have  selected  Riverside  had  thp  se- 
lection of  a  burial  place  devolved  on  him,  but 
that  place  having  been  chosen  by  Gen.  Grant's 
family,  it  should  not  be  changed  without  urgent 
causes.  Gov.  Francis,  of  Missouri,  favors  first 
St.  Louis,  Gen.  Grant's  home  for  many  years, 
and  next  to  St.  Louis  the  Arlington  cemetery 
at  Washington.  Governors  Luce, of  Michigan, 
and  Thom.is,  nf  Utah,  while  expressing  prefer- 
ence for  a  sepulchre   at    the  National  Capital  ur 

now  to  defer  t..  the  wishes  of  Gen.  Grant's 
family.  Gov.  Gordon,  of  Georgia,  thinks  the 
disposition  of  Gen.  Grant's  body  should  bv 
larcelv  controlled  bv  the  wishes  of  his  familv. 


.Meanwhile  the  question  has  been  again 
revived,  as  to  where  the  mortal  remains  of 
Gen.  Grant  sh.tll  find  permanent  burial.  The 
Washington  Post  has  revived  the  matter  by 
obtaining  the  opinions  of  various  governors  of 
states,  whose  replies  are  summarized  as  follows: 
Governors  WolHey,  of  .\rizona;  Stevenson. 
Nevada;  Taylor,  Tennessee;  Humplirey. 
Kansas;  Merriam,  Minnesota:  Fleming,  Flo- 
rida; Shoup,  Idaho;  Moore,  \Va.shington  ter- 
ritory; White.  Montana  ;  and  Larraljee,  Iowa 
— unequivocably  favor  the  Arlington  cemetery, 
the  Soldiers'  Home,  or  at  or  near  the  National 
Capital  as  the  proper  location  for  the  last  rest- 


THE  Pus/,  in  commenting  upon  these  re- 
sponses, says  :  "Seventeen  responses  have  been 
received,  and  these  almost  witli  one  accord 
favor  the  removal  of  the  remains  hum  the  ne 
glected  tomb  at  Riverside,  New  York,  to  the 
National  cemetery  at  .\rlingtoi\,  orthe  Soldiers' 
Home,  where  a  monument  crcUtaiac  to  the 
Nation  would  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  ihv 
greatest  hero  of  the  age.  Some  of  the  govern- 
ors naturally  hesitate  to  express  a  positive  opin- 
ion on   the   propriety  of  removing   the  remains 

(Jrant's  family,  but   there   is    no  mistaking   the 
■sentiment  universally  disclosed  that  the  neglect 
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■  if  the  tomb  at  Riverside  is  not  only  a  disgrace 
upon  tlie  city  and  state  of  New  York,  but  upon 
the  country  as  well,  in  but  two  cases  were 
there  refusals  to  respond  to  the  Post's  messages. 
Gov.  Hill  of  New  York,  and'  Gov.  Pennoyer, 
of  Oregon,  declining  to  express.any  views  on 
the  subject.  Si.\teen  of  the  goveraors  aiWiMsed 
are  away  from  the  State  capitals  .•»nd  could  not 
be  reached  by  telegraph." 

Mr.  George  W.  Childs,  Geu.  Grant's  in- 
timate friend,  in  commenting  upon  the  pro- 
posal, said  :  "that  he  w.r;  confident  that  T'.en. 
Grant's  body  would  not  be  removed  from  the 
tomb  at  Riverside  Park."  As  to  the  story  that 
Mrs.  Grant  would  consent  to  the  removal,  Mr. 
Childs  said:  "  I  receive  letters  constantly  from 
.Vlrs.  Grant.  I  received  one  this  week.  She 
has  never  mentioned  anything  about  the  remov- 
al of  her  husband's  body  to  the  cemetery  at  Ar- 
lington. If  she  favored  the  removal  of  the 
body,  I  sUSuld  have  beard  of  it.  The  body 
cannot  be  removed  to  Arlington  without  the 
consent  of  Mrs.  Grant,  and  1  do  not  believe 
that  she  will  ever  consent  to  it." 

Mf..\nwhile  the  Dresel  cottage  at  Mount 
McGregor  in  which  Grant  pnssed  his  last  hours 
is  kept  justas  it  was  when  he  died,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  removal  of  a  few  personal  be- 
longings of  the  family.  The  two  big  leather- 
covered  easy  chairs  in  which  he  passed  so  many 
painful  days  are  draped  in  bl.ick  and  left  in  the 
same  position  they  were  in  when  he  occupied 
them.  The  clock  on  the  mantel  has  been  silent 
since  the  moment  of  his  death,  when  the  doctor 
stopped  it,  and  the  writing  tablets  he  used 
when  speech  was  prohibited  are  in  a  case  on 
the  wall,  together  with  hi.s  pencil  and  a  couple 
of  mes.sages  in  writing  to  Mr.  Drexel. 

ftw  veterans  of  the  War  of  iSl2  survive,  as 
we  are  occasionally  reminded  by  a  death  notice 
of  some  rugged  veteran  who  has  survived  so 
long.  A  press  dispatch  from  .Marshall,  Illinois, 
declares  that  on  the  night  of  .August  31,  Dr. 
J.  H.  Ha'zen  died  of  old  age.  lie  was  ninety- 
one  years  old  and  had  spent  forty  years  in  that 


county.  He  w.is  biim  at  N'orth  Hero,  Vermont, 
in  1799.  When  the  War  of  l8t2  broke  out 
he  joined  a  company  of  boys  organized  to  pro- 
tect the  town  while  the  men  were  away  at  war. 
He  w«flt  10  Ohio  early  in  1S13,  fell  in  with 
Perry's  company  of  shipbuilders,  joined  them, 
and  went  on  l»ard  the  Laivrence.  He  was 
said  to  be  one  of  those  who  accompanied  Perry 
in  his  perilous  passage  from  the  disabled  flag- 
ship, the  LawreKce,  to  the  Niagara  in  an  open 
boat.  He  was  severely  wounded  on  the 
Xiagara  and  carried  the  ball  iti  his  body  the 
remainder  of  his  days. 

The  following  press  dispatches  show  that 
New  England  is  by  no  means  through  with  her 
patriotic  anniversary  celebrations:  Yarmouth, 
Sept.  3. — The  observance  of  the  250th  anniver- 
sary of  the  settlement  of  Yarmouth  has  evoked 
a  wonderful  degr-ee  of  enthusiasm.  The  whole 
town  is  aflutter  with  flags.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  special  train  with  invited  guests  to-day  the 
procession,  with  the  guests  in  carriages, 
marched  to  the  Congregational  Church.  Philip 
H.  Sears,  the  orator  of  the  day,  was  introduced 
by  \i.  C.  Thatcher,  the  president  of  the  day, 
and  delivered  the  oration.  An  original  hymn, 
written  by  the  Kev.  J.  \V.  Dodge,  was  then 
sung.  An  original  poem,  written  by  Mrs 
Mary  M.  Bray,  was  read  by  her  son.  Chandler 
M.  Cray.  A  hymn  by  a  choir  of  skilled  voices 
closed  the  exercises  at  the  church.  The  assem- 
bly adjourned  to  the  dining  tent,  where  presi- 
dent Thatcher  delivered  a  brief  address  of  wel- 
come. The  dinner  followed.  S.XNDWICH, 
Sept.  3. — This  ancient  town  has  put  on  its  best 
attire  to-day  in  commemoration  of  the  250th 
anniversary  of  its  incorporation.  The  wander- 
ing sons  and  daughters  of  the  town  have  come 
home  in  large  numbers.  A  procession  %vas 
formed,  and,  in  f.iur  divisions,  marched  through 
the  gayly  decorated  streets  to  the  Ca-sino,  where 
exercises  werS  held.  After  the  exercises  a 
Rhode  Island  cl.anibake,  with  all  tlie  modern 
fixings,  was  served  in  a  large  tent.  Frank  H. 
Pope,  of  Leominster,  a  native  of  the  town,  was 
toastmaster.  The  first  toast  was  '"NewEng-. 
land  Towns."    Gov.  John  D.  Long  responded. 
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Then  followed  an  original  poem,  written  by 
Miss  Mary  A.  A.  Conroy,  of  Rotbury,  which 
was  read  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Pratt. 

EsPEClALattention  is  called  to  the  article  upon 
Gov.  Morrow,  from  the  pen  of  lion.  William 
Henry  Smith,  in  tiiis  issue  of  the  Macazink. 
Mr.  Smith  does  not  merely  assume  the  worl<  of 
a  biographer.  There  is  a  vein  of  philosophic 
reflection  in  his  paper  that  is  carefully  com- 
mended to  all  readers  of  this  generation. 

William  Thaw,  the  philanthropist  and 
railroad  magnate  of  Pittsburgh,  died  at  Paris, 
on  August  17.  The  full  story  of  his  life  has 
been  already  recorded  in  these  pages  ;  sufficient 
to  add  that  he  died  as  he  had  lived — as  one 
who  felt  his  responsibility  for  the  great  gifts 
given  him,  and  who  endeavored  to  do  all  the 
good  that  within  him  lay.  His  will  distributes 
a  large  sum  of  money  among  various  worthy 
public  institutions. 

Mr.  Kaufman  Hays,  of  Cleveland.  Ohio, 
while  on  a  recent  visit  to  the  East,  secured 
several  letters  written  in  Cleveland  during  its 
early  days.  The  correspondence,  says  the 
Clevilaad .  Leader.,  is  the  property  of  .\bel 
Putnam,  of  Saratoga.  The  first  letter  in  the 
series  was  written  in  1821,  and  the  last  in  1827. 
Ordinary  foolscap  paper,  unruled,  and  without 
envelopes,  *  was  used.  The  communications 
were  sealed  with  red  wafers.  Postage  stamps 
were  not  in  use  at  that  time,  and  the  cost  of 
transmitting  each  letter — twenty-five  cents — 
was  marked  on  the  side  of  the  sheet  which  con- 
tained the  address.  The  letters  are  yellow  with 
age,  but  clearly  written  and  remarl^ably  well 
preserved.  The  first  one  was  written  by  Emer- 
son Goodenough.  of  Bratlleboro,  Vermont,  to 
Jessie  Harris,  of  Xewburg,  Ohio,  September 
30,  1S21.  The  next  letter  is  dated  Xewburg, 
Ohio,  November  7,  1824,  and  is  from  Jessie 
Harris  to  Capt.  Emerson  Goodenough,  of 
Brattleboro,  Vermont.  The  writer  says  that 
there  have  been  hut  few  cases  of  fever  during 
the  season.  "  I  expect,"  he  continued,  "  that 
Ariel  has  written  to  you  to  swiip  off  his  farm, 


but  I  think  that  he  is  a  foolish  fellow.  There 
has  been  a  turnpike  road  laid  out  from  Cleve- 
land to  the  Ohio  River,  which  goes  by  his 
door.  He  is  about  four  miles  from  Cleveland, 
which  is  a  very  thriv  ing  town.  There  are  now 
nine  stores,  and  two  men  from  New  York  are 
going  to  open  stores  this  fall.  There  are  three 
taverns,  and  six  men  %rtLo  keep  salt  for  sale, 
which  they  barter  off  for  all  kinds  of  produce. 
There  are  six  vessels  owned  in  Cleveland, which 
are  constantly  sailing  the  lakes.  There  are  al- 
most all  kinds  of  merchandise  in  Cleveland, 
and  it  is  thought  that  the  canal  from  the  Ohio 
River  will  come  into  the  lake  at  Cleveland. 
The  commissioners  have  run  a  canal  line  down 
the  Cuyahoga  Rii-er  to  Clevelcnd  and  find  it 
to  be  the  best  route  that  they  liave  run." 

The  third  letter  is  from  .\himaar  Sherwin.of 
Cleveland,  to  Emerson  Goodenough,  of  Brattle- 
boro, Vermont,  and  is  dated  December  31, 
1827.  The  sanitary  condition  of  Cleveland  and 
Newburg  at  that  time  must  have  been  bad. 
The  letter  states:  "  At  the  time  of  .Mr.  Harris' 
death  every  one  of  the  family  was  sick  and  no 
one  to  take  care  of  them,  for  the  whole  of  the 
neighborhood  was  in  the  same  situation.  I 
was  under  the  necessity  of  taking  all  of  them 
home,  which  has  been  extremely  burdensome 
to  me.  .A.t  the  s.ame  time  I  had  sixteen  child- 
dren  and  grandchildren  sick,  all  near  by  me, 
and  lost  one  daughter.  It  is  very  hard  times 
with  us,  as  the  sickness  has  been  so  general. 
Taxes  are  very  high,  money  scarce,  and  prop- 
erty very  low.  Very  few  recovered  from  their 
sickness.  In  the  neighborhood  where  your 
brother  lived  there  is  not  one  family  who  has 
not  lost  someone,  and  they  are  mostly  heads  of 
families.  Your  brSffier  Ariel  had  to  move  and 
leave  his  place." 

The  proposed  Columbus  celebration  of  1S92 
has  already  brought  to  light  one  gentleman 
who  claims  to  be  a  descendent  of  the  great  dis- 
coverer. P.  P.  D.  M.  Columbani  writes  to  the 
Mayor  of  New  York  as  follows:  :«tf- «5  wit4i 
pleasure  that  I  observe  the  general  interest  dis- 
played in  regard   to  the    quadri-centennial   of 


1S92  to  celebrate  the  iliscovery  of  this  great 
continent  by  Christopher  Columbus,  from 
whom,  I  believe,  I  may  reasonably  claim  a 
lineal  descent,  being  of  the  s.-ime  name,  born  in 
the  same  town  of  Calvi,iQ  the  island  of  Cor- 
sica. I  have  in  my  possession  papers  signed 
by  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Calvi  and  by  the 
sub-prefect  of  the  .'\rondissement  de  la  Corse. 
Being  familiar  with  the  customs  of  that  island, 
speaking  the  Corsican  dialect,  and  very  prob- 
ably the  only  citizen  of  Calvi  in  the  city,  I 
think  I  can  be  of  some  assistance  on  this  great 
.'ccasion,  and  therefore  place  myself  at  your 
disposal."" 

Kn-v.^si)  .\.  IlLWHAM,  editor  of  the  Dur- 
ham. N'orth  Carohna.  Ciotr.  has  received  a 
letter  l>om  Gen.  Longstreet  denying  the 
char;.:;!.-.-  recently  made  by  a  Washington  cor- 
respondent, that  during  the  -aar  he  had  driven 
the  ladie.  nf  ex  President  Johnson's  family 
from  their  home  in  Tennessee,  and  had  turned 
the  elegant  mansion  into  a  small-pox  lujspital. 
Iiroke  into  the  library,  and  distributed  books 
and  papers  among  the  soldiers,  including  a 
blue-back  spelling  hook  highly  prized  by  Mr. 
[ohnson.  t'.en.  l.ongstreet  says  in  his  letter 
■•  1'here  is-not  one  word  of  truth  in  the  asser- 
tions contained  in  the  article.  Had  there  been, 
it  is  hardK  possible  that  such  facts  could  escape 
notice  for  so  many  years.  Union  people  within 
our  lines  .  were  under  the  same  orders  and 
trc-itment  ;is  were  the  Confederates.  Unionists 
who  wished  to  go  .N'orth  had  safe  conducts,  and 
when  they  asked  for.  escorts  were  sent  out  for 
military  protection.  There  was  no  case  of 
-mall-pox  .luring  that  winter,  so  far  as  I  tiow 
remember,  and  the  Confederate  inspecting 
-urgeon  reported  to  me  that  thai  army  was 
healthier  than  anv  other  of  the 
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the   Pilgrims.      The   celeb 


da- 


:derates.' 


of  especial   his- 
,n  of  Plymouth, 


tnes.sed    the   dedii 


bells. 


ith  a   battery  salute    and    the   ringing  of 
The  morning  train.s  brought  vast  num- 


bers of  strangers,  and  a  great  throng  surround- 
ed the  new  monument  at  0:30,  when  the  de- 
dicatory services  were  carried  out  by  the 
.Masonic  Grand  Lodge,  according  to  the  ritual 
of  their  order.  These  exercises  were  very  in- 
teresting. The  band  rendered  a  chor.il  by 
John  K.  Paine,  following  which  the  song  of 
praise,  written  by  R.  W.  Thomas  Power,  was 
sung  by  the  Temple  Quartet.  Following  the 
song  came  the  request  of  the  President  of  the 
Pilgrim  Society,  ex-Gov.  Long;  the  response 
of  the  Grand  Master,  Henry  Endicott;  procla- 
mation by  the  Grand  Marshal,  George  H. 
Rhodes;  reading  of  the  Scriptural  selections  by 
the  Grand  Chapl.iin,  the  Rev.  Charles  A.  Skin- 
ner, and  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain.  The 
report  on  the  examination  of  the  monument 
and  libations  of  corn  and  wine  by  the  Junior 
and  Senior  Grand  Wardens  respectively,  and 
the  libation  of  oil  by  Deputy  Grand  Master 
Samuel  Wells  were  followed  by  the  invocation 
by  the  Grand  Chaplain.  Grand  .Master  Endi- 
cott then  delivered  an  address.  Tlie  assem- 
blage sang  an  appropriate  closing  hymn,  by  the 
Rev.  R.  W.  Thomas  Powei.to  the  tune  of 
"  -\merica."  The  exercises  concluded  with  a 
proclamation  by  the  Grand  Marshal,  benedic- 
tion by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  and  the  •■  Pilgrim 
Chorus  "  by  the  band.  Meantime  the  proces- 
sion had  been  forming,  and  at  ir  o'clock 
moved  over  the  extensive  route  in  seven  divi- 
sions. .\t  the  completion  of  the  par.ade  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  Pilgrim  Society, 
with  the  orator,  poet,  and  invited  guests,  took 
their  places  in  the  great  dining  tent,  and  the 
feast  provided  for  the  occasion  was  discussed 
for  an  hour.  Then  Gov,  Long  arose  and  in- 
troduced the  orator  of  the  day.  Congressman 
Breckinridge.  Gov.  Long,  in  introducing  Mr. 
Breckinridge,  said:  "The  celebration  of  the 
completioci  of  the  national  monunient  to  the 
pilgrim  fathers  would  indeed  be  dwarfed  in  the 
grandeur  of  its  purpose  if  every  state  in  the 
Union,  and  every  race  and  color  that  is  an 
element  of  the  American  people  were  not  par- 
ticipant in  person  or  in  interest  in  its  dedica- 
tion, for  the  pilgrim  still  lives  wherever  the 
American   flag  floats.      He  shines  in  every  star 
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of  its  constellation,  and  waves  in  everystripe  in 
its  folds.  His  stock  has  spread  wide  across  the 
republic,  and  his  characteristics  and  intiueiices 
molding  "its  institutions,  have  spread  more 
widely  still.  The  great  Federal  Lnion, mighti- 
est among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  is  itself 
.-.ubstantially  the  expansion  of  his  compact  in 
the  cabin  of  the  MaytI<Ki\T.  What,  then, 
could  be  more  fitting  than  that  the  oration  of 
the  day  should  be  spoken  by  a  son  of  a  sister 
-.tate?  Let  us  call  him  from  the  South,  let  us 
call  him  from  Kentucky,  birthplace  of  .Abraham 
Lincoln.  Himself  of  Plymouth  county  descent, 
.ind  from  Kentucky,  whom  else  shall  we  c.ill 
than  her  most  eloquent  orator,  who  represents 
in  ConLjrL-Sa  the  home  of  Henry  Clay,  and  who 
recently  on  the  tioor  of  the  national  house 
-.poke  words  of  graceful  and  tender  tribute  to 
Massachusetts.  .Mwaj^  sustaining  the  high 
reputation  of  the  orators  of  his  native 
state,  he  will  to-day  sustain  the  reputa- 
tion of  t'he  successive  orators  of  Plymouth 
Rock.  And  yet  when  you  look  on  his  face,  as 
I  have  so  often  looked  on  it  with  the  eyes  of 
personal  friendship  and  esteem,  you  -will  say 
that  it  seems  like  the  face,  not  of  a  stranger, 
but  of  a  veritable  descendant  of  the  i\iay flower. 
I  present  to  you  and  I  bid  a  hearty  old  colony 
welcome' to   the    Hon.  William  C.  P.  Dreckeii- 


Mr.  BKECKKNRiriOK  s  >peech  was  able,  mid 
was  listened  to  with  the  closes:  attention.  At 
Its  conclusion,  John  Co_\  le  O'Reilly,  the  poet 
■■f  the  occ;ision,  was  introduced,  and  read  hi.i 
poem,  "  The  Pilgrim  Fathers."  After  the 
reading  of  the  poem  addresses  were  made  In 
l.ieut.-Gov,  Brackett.  on  behalf  of  the  state: 
'■.eort;e    H.    Hoar.  Hon.    Henrv   Cabot    Lodsje- 


Hon.  William    Cogswell,   Hon.   E.    A.    Morse. 
Hon.  James  G.  Blaine,  and  others. 


The 


project  I 


locon 


the 


op 


of  Pike's  Peak,  contemplated  for  some  time, 
may  now  be  regarded  as  an  almost  accom- 
plished fact.  The  "  burro  "  gave  way  to  the 
•'  carriage  and  four,"  and  now  the  locomotive, 
monarch  of  the  Rockies,  succeeds  the  carriage 
and  will  soon  surmount  even  that  magnificent 
high-place  of  the  earth.  We  announce  this 
engineering  feat  as  we  find  it  heralded  in  the 
Denver  press.  It  isa  measure  that  will  interest 
all  Western  tourists.  .Major  John  Hulbert,  ol 
Manitou,  President  of  the  Pike 'sPeak  Cogwheel 
Kailroad.  has  given  years  of  study  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  has  spent  mnch  time  abroad  making 
investigations  concerning  the  latest  and  most 
approved  methods  of  applying  machinery  in 
making  such  ascents  with  absolute  safety.  We 
take  the  following  from  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Ro:ky  Mountain  Xezvs :  '•  Major  John  Hnlberl 
starts  this  evening  on  a  Hying  trip  tn  Chicago 
on  busiufcs  connected  with  the  details  of  the 
Pike's  Peak  cogwheel  railroad.  A  formal 
meeting  of  the  company  took  place  in  Denver 
yesterday  in  the  private  office  of  David  H. 
Moii.ii.  and  onicers  were  elected  as  follows: 
PicsiJent,  Jolin  Hulbert;  vice-president,  R.  K. 
Cable;  treasurer.  J.  B.  Glasser;  directors,  John 
Hulbert,  Jerome  H.  Wheeler,  J.  B.  Glasser. 
David  H.  MotTat  and  R.  R.  Cable.  It  was  de- 
1  i  led  to  accept  the  bid  of  Lantry  &  Sons,  of 
Joliet,  Illinois,  on  the  grading  work  and  the 
contracts  are  now  being,  prepared  and  will  be 
.signed  in  a  kvi  days.  Messrs.  Lantry  &  S.ins 
are  among  the  heaviest  contracting  firms  in  the 
country  and  will  rush  the  work  through  with- 
out delay.  The  present  probabilities  are  thai 
they  will  break  ground  about  the  iTtli  insrant." 
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"George  Washington."  By  Henry  Cuboi 
Lodge.  Vols.  I.  and  IT.  Published  bv 
Houghton,  Mifflin  S:  Co..  Boston  and  New 
York.     (In  American  Statesmen  Series.) 

These  two  volumes  are  welcome  additions  to 
a  series  of  considerable  value.  Mr.  Lodge  is 
certainly  well  fitted  to  de.il  with  so  great  a 
character  as  Washington — a  personage  whom 
Mr.  Lodge  feels  has  been  dealt  with  heretofore 
almost  too  much  as  a  hero  and  too  little  as  a 
man  ;  quoting  the  words  of  McMasters,  "Gen. 
Wa.shington  is  known  to  us,  and  President 
Washington.  But  George  Washington  is  an 
unknown  man."  The  author  explains  the 
reason  for  all  this,  and  says:  "Let  some  man 
arise  great  above  the  ordinary  bounds  of  great- 
ness, and  the  feeling  which  caused  our  progen- 
itors to  bow  down  at  the  shrines  of  our  fore- 
fathers and  chiefs,  leads  us  to  invest  our  mod- 
ern hero  with  a  mythical  character,  and  picture 
him  in  our  imagination  as  a  being  to  whom  a 
few  thousaad  years  ago,  altars  would  have  been 
builded  and  libations  poured  out."  The  works 
upon  Washington  now  extant  find  little  favor  in 
his  eyes,  and  of  Weems"  he  says:  "  Its  anec- 
dotes and  its  simplicity  of  thought  commended 
it  to  children,  both  at  home  and  at  school,  and, 
after  passing  through  edition  after  edition,  its 
statements  were  widely  spread,  and  it  colored 
insensibly  the  ideas  of  hundreds  of  persons  who 
had  never  heard  even  the  name  of  the  author. 
To  Weems  we  owe  the  anecdote  of  the  cherry- 
tree  and  other  tales  of  a  similar  nature.  He 
wrote  with  Dr.  Beattie's  life  of  his  son  before 
him  as  a  model,  and  the  result  is  that  Washing- 
ton comes  out  in  his  pages  a  faultless  prig. 
Whether  Weems  intended  it  or  not,  that  is  the 
result  which  he  produced,  and  that  is  the 
Washington  who  was  developed  from    the  wide 

and     permanent    shape     it    caused    a    reaction. 
There  was  a  revolt  against  it,  for  the  hero  thus 


eiigendL-red   had    qualities    which    the    national 
sense   of   liumor  could  not  endure    in  silence. 
The    conscr;u-nce   is  that    the  Washington    of 
Weems  has  afforded   .an  endless  theme  for  joke 
and   burlesque.     Kvery  professional   American 
humorist  almost  has  tried   his  hand  at  it;    and 
with  each  recurring  22d  of  February  the  hard- 
worked  jesters  of   the  daily  newspapers  take  it 
up  and  make  a  little  fun  out  of  Tt,  sufficient    for 
the  day  that  is  passing  over  them.     The  oppor- 
tunity   is   tempting   because   of   the   ease  with 
which  fun  can  be  made  when   that  fundamental 
source  of  humor,  a  violent  contrast,  can  be  em- 
ployed.    But  there  is  no  irreverence  in  it  at  all, 
for  the  jest  is  not  aimed  at  the  real  W'ashington, 
but     at     the    Washington    portrayed    in     the 
Weems'  biography."     Mr.  Lodge  believes  that 
Washington   was  a  "strong,  vigorous  man,  in 
whose  veins    ran    warm,   red   blood,    in    whose 
heart  were  stormy  passions  and  deep  sympathy 
for  humanity."     He  has  made    a  book  of   un- 
usual interest ;    h.as  said  much  that  is  new  upon 
a  subject  familiar  to  all;    and,  although  man} 
may  challenge  some  of  his  conclusions,  we  have 
no  doubt  but  that  he  will  ably  hold  his  ground. 
"  The  Ice  .\c.E    in    North  America,   and 
ITS    Be.vrinc-.s   ufon    the    Antiquity  of 
Man."     By  G.    Frederick   Wright,    D.    D.. 
LL.    D.,    F.  G.  S.  \.,    professor  in  Oberlin 
Theological      Seminary,     assistant      on     the 
United  State  Geolo-ical   Survey,  author    of 
"  Logic  of  Chriitmn  Evidences,"  etc.      With 
an    appeniiix    on    ■■  The    Probable    Cause  of 
Glaciation,"  bv  Warren  Upliam,  F.  G.  S.  A., 
assistant    on  the    geo!..gic,il  surveys  of   New 
Hampshire.  Minnesotaan.l  th- United  States. 
With  many  new  maps  and  [llustrations.    Pub- 
lished by  U.  Appleton  .V  Co.,  New  York. 
Prof.  Wright  has  studied   the  subjects    upon 
which    he    here    treats,    not    only    with    the 
thorough  care  of  ascientist,  but  with  a  personal 
interest  tluit    h.is  made  a   TiSlt.tatf  fiT   his  task. 
It  is  indeed  an  matter   of  absorbing  interest  to 
all  who  have  given  it   thought,  for   as    we  are 
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interested  in  a  great  degree  in  the  past  of  which 
history  have  given  voice,  so  we  find  a  deeper 
interest  in  that  past  which  can  be  read  only  in 
the  record  Hid  by  nature  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth.  Prof.  Wright  has  had 
exceptional  advantages  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work  upon  which  he  has  been  so 
long  engaged,  and  an  examination  of  the  book 
justifies  Trie  Critic  s  verdict:  "  The  special  study 
which  Dr.  Wright  has  made  of  this  era,  the 
peculiar  facilities  which  he  has  enjoyed  as  an 
assistant  in  the  United  States"  Geological 
Survey,  and  the  habit  of  clear  e.xposition  which 
a  professor  in  a  seminary  like  that  of  Oberliii 
naturally  acquires,  have  enabled  him  to  pro- 
duce a  work  worthy  of  the  importance  and  in- 
terest of  his  subject.  It  is  not  always,  or  in- 
deed often,  that  a  work  of  pure  science  can  be 
made  both  instructive  and  attractive  to  readers 
not  familiar  with  the  principles  of  the  science 
involved.  In  this  instance,  however,  theMib 
ject  naturally  lends  itself  to  what  may  be  styled 
a  popular  treatment;  and  the  author  has  aided 
his  explanations  by  a  profusion  of  maps  and 
pictures,  the  latter  mostly  photographic,  which 
render  his  descriptions  and  the  consequent  in- 
ferences plain  to  any  reader  of  ordinary  intelli- 
gence. A.  large  part  of  the  volume  is  m.tde  up 
of  extracts  from  published  writings  of  the 
author's  predecessors  and  contemporaries.  This 
method,  which  is  apt  to  give  a  scrappy  and  un- 
inviting character  to  the  book,  has  in  this  case 
a  different  effect.  Dr.  Wright  is  himself  a 
pleasing  writer,  and  has  the  tact  for  discerning 
good  composition.  The  extracts  are  generally 
derived  from  the  works  of  well-known  masters 
of  scientific  description,  including  Lyell.  Dana. 
Geikie,  .-^sa  Gray,  Leconte,  J.  D.'  Whitney, 
Abbott,  Clarence  King,  and  others  of  like 
standing.  They  serve  to  give  an  agreeable 
variety  to  the  pages,  as  well  as  a  weight  of 
authority  to  the  opinions  pronounced.  The 
work,  however,  is  by  no  means  a  mere  com- 
pilation. A  considerable  portion  of  it  is  occu- 
pied by  the  author's  own  observations,  which 
have  been  of  an  important  -character.  He  has 
personally  traced  the  terminal  moraine,  which 
defines  the  southern   border  of  the  ice-sheet. 


across  the  greater  part  of  the  continent;  he 
spent  a  month  in  examining  the  great  '  Muir 
Glacier '  in  Alaska,  with  scientitic  results  of 
much  value;  and  he  was  the  first  to  point  out 
the  evidences  of  the  former  existence  of  a  vast 
lake,  now  known  in  glacial  geology  as  '  Lake 
Ohio,'  which  at  the  close  of  the  Ice  Age  occu- 
pied a  large  portion  of  the  Ohio  Valley." 

Prof.  Wright  is  already  known  as  one  of  the 
leading  scientists  of  America,  and  this  work 
will  add  to  his  f.tme.  He  has  been  over  almost 
every  foot  of  territory  he  describes,  has  lec- 
tured and  written  for  years  upon  the  theme 
here  discussed,  and  h.as.  in  fact.  m.ade  it  the 
great  pursuit  of  his  life. 

•■The  Beginnings  of  N'ew  England;  or 
THE  Puritan  Theocracv  in  its  Rela- 
tions TO  Civil  .\nd  Religious  Liberty." 
Bv  John  Fiske.  Published  by  Houghton, 
.\lifflin  &  Co.,  Boston  and  New  York. 

We  have  in  the  work  named  above  a  series  of 
lectures  delivered  by  Prof.  Fiske  of  Washing- 
ton University,  of  which  institution  he  is  pro- 
fessor of  American  history,  and  afterwards  re- 
peated in  several  leading  cities.  It  was  not 
his  purpose  to  give  an  exhaustive  history  of  the 
subject,  such  as  "The  Pilgrim  Republic  "  sup- 
plied, but  rather  to  outline  such  a  narrative  as 
■■  would  indicate  the  principles  at  work  in  the 
history  of  New  England,  down  to  the  Revolu- 
tion of  i6Sg."  The  ground  passed  over  is  sug- 
gested in  the  chapter  headings:  "  The  Roman 
Idea,  and  the  English  Idea,"  "The  Puritan 
Exo.ius."  "The  Planting  of  New  England," 
■'The  New  England  Confederacy,"  "King 
Phillip's  War,"  and  "The  Tyranny  of  Andros." 
As  h.-is  been  well  said  of  this  special  field  of  in- 
vestigation: "  The  selection  of  such  a  histori- 
cal subject  was  in  itself  a  mark  of  good  judg- 
ment in  the  author,  Inasmuch  as  there  are  vast 
numbers  of  readers  who  will  be  much  interest- 
ed in  these  principles,  that  they  may  better 
understand  the  nature  of  Puritan  theocracy  in 
its  relations  to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  The 
author  is  almost  too  well  known  to  make  any 
comments  on  his  work  necessary,  however 
brief  in  character."  It  is  enough  to  say  that 
the  same  calm  and  dignified  impartiality  is  ob- 


MAGAZI.VE    OF    WESTERN   HJSfr.RY. 


servable  in  his  treatment  of  this  question  thaj 


has  been  the  i 


ishing  mark  of  his  other 


works.  An  instance  of  it  is  observable  in  the 
breadth  of  mind  shown  in  the  follo-.ving  sum- 
marized view  of  his  subject:  "  The  faults  of  the 
Puritan  theocracy,  which  found  its  most  com- 
plete development  in  Massachusetts,  are  so 
glaring  that  it  is  idle  to  seek  to  palliate  them 
or  explain  them  away.  But  if  we  would  really 
understand  what  was  going  on  in  the  Puritan 
world  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  how  a 
better  state  of  things  has  grown  out  of  it,  we 
must  endeavor  to  distinguish  and  define  the 
elements  of  wholesome  strength  in  that  theo- 


cracy no  less   than  its  elements  of  crudity  and 
weakness." 

Mariett.a.    College    Alumni     Mi^morial, 

Xo.  v.,   1SS9. 

This  publication  contains  the  Alumni  pro- 
ceedings for  1SS8  and  iSSg;  the  alumni  poem 
by  Prof.  Beach  and  oration  by  Aar„  .  A.  Ferris, 
Esq.;  the  last  address  of  Dr.  An^l^.-.rs;  with 
memorial  sketches  and  portraits  of  Israel  Ward 
Andrews,  William  Parker  Cutler,  David  Ed- 
wards Beach,  Oscar  Howard  Mitchell,  John 
Dean  Phillips,  Samuel  Hower  McGrcjor, 
.Albert  Ernest  Coulter,  and  William  He;;ry 
Frankhouser. 


health. 
ii>y  stri£ 
.T  life, 
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Is,  in  fact,  the  Favorite  with  all  chwses,  because  it  famishes  '■  ^'--^  "  '    _■  "'  "' 

the  smoothest  track,  the  Tiiost  direct  rotite  to  all  points  West,  "^"  :' 

Xorthwest  and  Southwest,  ami  the  best  possible  accommoJa-  f'    '       • 

tions.    Its  system  of  main  lines,  branches  and  extensions  east  ;: 

and  west  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  reaches  all  important  cities,  i        _.  . 

towns  and  sections  in  the  great  States  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  Minne-  ^  .  '■ 

sota,  Dakota,  Missouri,  Xeiiraska,  Kansas,  Colorado  and  the  '  _• 

Indian  Territorj-— making  connections  at  all  terminal  points  !  '  "  "  '  ; 

in  Union  Depots  with  diverging  lines  to  anj- locality  to  wliich  :    -  ' -   \' 

the  traveler  is  destined.  t^''-'  -"      ^^    .  .'>-'^^ 

MUGNIFIGENT  SOLID  VESTIBOLE  EXPRESS  IWm 

Daily  each  way  bet\Veen  Cliicaso  and  Dt-3  M.a:ies,  Council  Bluffs  and  Omaha;  between  Chicago 
and  St.  Juseph.  Atchison  and  I-Crjisas  City,  and  b-tween  Chicago  and  Denver,  Coiijriulo  Springs  and 
Faeblo  via  St.  Jo.seph  or  via  Kaunas  City  and  Tupeka.  The  splendor  of  its  equipment  leads  all  com- 
petitor!^ New  and  elegant  I>ay  Cniiclips.  I'uUmau  Palace  Cars,  Fr.Ki;  Reclining  Chair  Cars,  and  (east 
of  Mo.  paver-  Dining  Cars.     Snlid  Expr^s  Trai:,s  Ijctween  Cliicago  and  Mimieain.iis  and  St.  Paul. 


.THE  DIBECT,  POPULAR  COLORADO  TOURiST  LINE 


To  Manitou,  Pike's  I'eak,  the  Oarden  of  the  Gods,  Cascade.  Green  Mountain  Falls.  Palmer  Lake, 
Glenwood,  Idaho  Springs,  the  Miiuutain  Parks,  Mining  Centers  an<i  Camps,  Mineral  Sprin-s,  Sanitary 
lifsorts,  Fishing  Streams,  Hunting  Grounds  and  St 
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